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Year 1135, with the Debate thereon, 22 
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Erskine, on account of his Brother the 
of Mar's being concern'd in the Rebellion, Anno 
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the King's Warrant for permitting Letters to paſs 

 Poſt-free, 
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thereon, | 
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Year 1737. Ibid. read, Speech for Sir William Vonge s Mo- 
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Mix vurESs, &c. of the FIRST St8- 
SITION of the EIGHTH PARLIAMENT of 
Great Britain; by w#ay of Introduction t, 
and Illuſtration of, the DEBATES, c. 


which follow, to the End of the ſaid Seſſions 


+ 
February, the 6th, 3 

T was Reſolved, That in the Petition of any Elector orOrdet felatißg 
Electors, for any County, City or Place, ſending Mem- to Hettions 
bers to Parliament, complaining of an undue Election and 
Return, and alledging that ſome other Perſon was duly .5 
ele&ed, and ought to have been returned, the fitting Mem- 
ber, ſo compiained of, might demand and examine into the 
Qualifications of ſuch Perſon, ſo alledged to be duly elected, 
in the ſame manner as if ſuch Perſon had himſelf petitioned 2? 
Which Reſolution was, deciared to be a ſtanding Order of 
the Houle. | 8 

The 13th. A Motion for certain Accounts (See Page 48) pitpute ab848 
having been made, canvaſs'd and divided upon, Henry Pel-Order. 
ham, Eiq; moved to adjourn, which brought on a ſhort De- | 
date about Order, becauſe it was ſaid, that when a Queſtion 
had been moved, and for ſome 'Time debated, the Houſe was 
ſo much in Poſſeſſion of it, that it eouid not be put off by Ad- 
jourument, without an unanimous Conſent : But Mr. Speaker 
declared, that, according to the general Opinion,the Rule men- 
tioned was to be obſerved at all Times before four o Clock in 
the Afternoon ; but after that Hour, tho* a Queſtion had been 
for ſome Time debated, it was thought it might be put off by 
Adjournment, without any unanimous Conſent : W hereupon 
t he Queſtion was put for acjourning, which was carried in the 
Affirmative without a Diviſion. 

The 14th. Reſolved that a Sum not exceeding * 794,5 29l. Votes on £6 
45. 7d. be granted to his Majeſty, for defray ing the Charge ofSupply. 


Þ 251744 


* By comparing this Sum with the Sum voted for the Year 
1734, we hail find an Increaſ» 147,0990. 135. 4d and the 
Sums granted for the Service of the Army in the Year 1734. 
having exceeded what had been granted in the preceding Tear, 
&y the Sum F 35,1161, 55. 3d. our additional Expence for the 
Tear 


* - 


Malt-ACt 
pailgd. 


Other Votes 


"| T8 jj 


25.744 Men, for Guards and Garriſons, and other his 


Majeſty's Land- Forces in Great Britain, Guernſey, and 
ſor le 1735. See the Debate, Page 851. N 
On the 21ſt of February the Houſe went again into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further of the 
Supply granted to his Majeſty, when they came to ſeveral 
Reſolutions, which were on the 24th agreed to by the Houſe, 
and were as follows, viz. Fe: | 
That a Sum not exceeding f 215,7101. 6s. 5d. be granted to 
his Majeſty, for maintaining his Majeſty's Forces and Gar- 
riſons in the Plantations, Minorca and Gibraltar, and for the 
Proviſions for the Garriſons at Anapolis, Royal, Canſo, Pla- 
centia and Gibraltar, for the Year 1735, | 
That a Sum, not exceeding 10,2731. 15, 7d. be granted to 
his Majeſty, for defraying ſeveral extraordinary Expences 
and Services incurred Anno Dom. 1734, and not provided for 
by Parliament. 8 | 
That a Sum not exceeding 18,8;0!. 9s. zd. be granteg to 
his Majeſty, upon Account, for Out-penfioners of Chelſea- 
Hoſpital, for the Year 1735. See Page 73. 
On the 28th of February, his Majeſty came to the Houſe 
of Peers, and the Houſe of Commons being ſent for, his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to give the Royal Aſſent to the Bill, 


entitled, An Ad for continuing the Duties upon Malt, c. in 


that Part of Great Britain called England; and for granting 


to his Majeſty certain Duties upon Malt, c. in that Part of 


Great Britain called Scotland, for the Service of the Year 
1735; and to one Naturalizagion-Bill, See Page 89, 
On the 7th of March the Houle reſolved itſelf into a 


on the Supply Committee of the whole Houie, to confider further of Ways 
and Means for raiſing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, 


and came to ſeveral Reſolutions, which were next, Day 

reported to the Houſe, and are as follow: 
That towards raifing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, 
there be iſſued and applied the Sum of one Million, 'out of 
ſuch 


Year 1735, on Account of the late War, in this Article of oy 


Army only, amourts to 182,215. 185. 7d. to which we muft 


add an additional Expence in 1735, in the Article relating to 
the Forces in the Plantations, Gibraltar, &c. of 11,7131. gs, 
2d. being in the whole 194, 029. 75. 9. 


I By comparing the Sum granted by the firſt of theſe Reſolu- 
tions, with the Sum granted for the ſame Purpoſes in the pre- 
ceding Seſſion, our Readers will ſee, that our additional Ex- 
_— this Article for the current Year, amounts te 11,7114, 
97 24. | 
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43 have ariſen, or ſhall 424 ariſe from the Surpluſſeg, 
Exceſſes, or Overplus- Moneys, commonly called the Sink- 
g-Fund. | 4 8 
That towards raiſing the Supply granted to his Majeſty; 
the ſeveral Duties on Salt, and alſo on Red and White Her- 
rings, delivered out for Home-Conſumption, which, by an 
Act of the 7th Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, were 
continu'd and granted to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors, 
until the 25th Day of March, 1742, be further continu'd 


— from the 24th Day of March, 1741, to the 25th Day of 
* March 1746. 1 5 Raye: 
* And Bills were brought in ſoon after, purſuant to theſe 
Reſolutions. „ IS 24d | 
10 On the 12th of the ſame Month, a Petition of George Petition of 
es Herriot, Provolt of the Royal Burgh of Haddington in Scot- George Hetri-- 


George Hunter, Wheelwright there, and George Walker, 
Skinner there, was preſented to the Houſe, alledging, That, 
upon Application made the 24th of October then laſt, by 
James Ereſkine, John Claddel, Andrew Wilſon, and others, 


Burgh, and complaining that the Petitioners had diſturbed 
them in the pretended Exerciſe of their Offices; the Hon. 
Andrew Fletcher of Miltoun, one of the Judges of the Court 
of Juſticiary, and alſo of the Court of Seſſion in Scotland, 
though there was evidently no Foundation for ſuch Com- 
plaint, without any Juriſdiction to judge of. the Merits of the 
Election of Magiſtrates of the ſaid Burgh, without any No- 
tice given to the Petitioners, or any of the other Perſons 
concerned; and ſo, without hearing them, or calling them 
before him, gave forth a ſummary Warrant, directed to all 
Officers whom it concerned, Civil or Military, to ſearch for, 


others, to the Number of forty Burgeſſes and Inhabitants, 
whereof ſeventeen were acting Magittrates or Counſellors of 
the ſaid Burgh, where-ever they ſhould be found in Scotland, 
and to impriſon them within the neareſt ſure Priſon ; that 
this Warrant was lodged in the Hands of Humphry Col- 


f quhoun, one of the Macers or Meflengers of the Court of 
75 Juſticiary, without the Privity of any other of the Judges of 


that Court ; and, as the Petitioners have Reaſon to believe, 
the ſaid Andrew Fletcher order'd the ſaid Macer to take 
Directions from Patrick Lindſay, Provoſt of Edinburgh, as 
to the Manner of ex:cuting that Warrant; and ſuch Direc- 
tions were accoiding ly given, as the Petitioners have Rea- 
lon to believe, in Writing: that this Warrant was accompa- 
ny'd by an Order from Brigadier-General Moyle, then aQ- 

| 0 ing 


land, Robert Forreſt, Brewer there, John Hay, Sadler there, Ot, &c. 


aſſuming to themielves the Name of Magiſtrates in the ſaid - 


ſeize and apprehend the Perſons of the Petitioners and many 
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- ry'd to Edinburgh, the Seat of the Courts of Juſtice, where 


| Kince that Time no criminal Proſecution has been moved for, 


Subject, the Freedom of the Royal Burghs, and of Conſe. 


Notion and . 
Diviſion there. ring it toa Committee of the whole Houſe, upon which 


On. 


2 
* 


1 
ing as Commander in chief of the Forces in Scotland, to the 
commanding Officer of the Dragoons then quarter d in Had. 
dington, to aſſiſt with his Dragoons in the Execution of the 
Warrant; that upon the 25th Day of the ſaid Month of 
October, the Petitioners were ſeized by the ſaid Humphry 
Colquhoun ; and though the next ſure Priſon was that of 
Haddington itſelf, or that of North Berwick, and though the 
Petitioners defired either to be committed there, or to be car- 


1 


they might apply for Redreſs; yet he told them, that his 
Orders were to carry them to the Priſon of Dunbar, and no 
other, a Place twenty Miles diſtant from Edinburgh, and eight 
Miles from Haddington, and three Miles further from Edin- 
burgh than North Berwick ; and though the pretended Crime 
was bailable, and Alexander Hepburn, the Sheriff's Subſti. 
tute, to whom the Petitioners apply'd, was by Law impow- 
ered, and willing to admit them to Bail, the ſaid Humphry 
Colquhoun told them, that he could not diſmiſs them upon 
Bail, his expreſs Orders being to take no Bail, but to commit 
his Priſoners to the Priſon of Dunbar ; where they were accor- 
dingly impriſon'd from the 25th Day of October, to the 
27th of the ſaid Month, till, by Warrant from the Hon. 
David Ereſkine of Dun, another of the Judges of the ſaid 
Courts of Juſticiary and Seſſion, the Petitioners were ſet at 
Liberty, and Execution of the Warrant was ſtaid againſt the 
reſt, upon Bail given by the Petitioners and them; and that 


a4 
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upon any of theſe pretended Crimes charg'd againſt the Pe- 
titioners or the reit; that theſe Proceedings, as the Peti- 
tioners apprehend, and are adviſed, were unerly illegal and 
and oppreſſive on the Part of the ſaid Andrew Fletcher of 
Miltoun, tending to deſtroy the perſonal Liberties of every 


=. » AMO 2 


quence the Freedom of Election of Members to ſerve in Par- 
liament for ſuch Burghs ; and as the Petitioners can hope for 
no Redreſs but from the Juſtice of Parliament ; therefore 
praying the Houſe to take the Premiſſes into Conſideration, 
and to grant ſuch Redreſs therein as may effectually prevent 
fuch . Oppreſſions in Time coming, and as otherwiſe to the 
Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. - ; 

Aſter this Petition was read, a Motion was made for refer- 


——— 


— 


there was a long Debate; but the Queſtion being at laſt put, 
it was, upon a Diviſion, carry'd in the Negative, by 197 to 
138. 1 1 

Though this Petition relates to a private Affair, yet it is 
of ſuch an extraordinary Nature, and has ſuch a cloſe Con- 
7 aeQion 


I 

dection with the Freedom of our Government, and with the 
Liberty of the Subject, that we could not omit taking No- 
ice of it, being of Opinion it will make a very remarkable 


Epiſode in the Hiſtory of the preſent Age, and will certainly 


ontribute towards the Cataſtrophe, almoſt as much as any 


Incident that has lately happen'd : Beſides, it gave Occaſion, 


e believe, to the following Motion, which was made on 


Friday followin 


That Part of an Act of the Parliament of Scotland in Motion relat- 
170x, intitled, An Act for preventing wrongous Impriſon- ing to wrong · 


ment, and againſt undue Delays in Trials, might be read; ous Impriſon- 


hich being accordingly read, it was moved, That Leave ment. 
might be given to bring in a Bill for explaining and amend- 

ing the ſaid AQ ;' and the ſame being agreed to, Mr. 
Dundaſs, the Lord Polwarth, and Mr. Sandys, were ordered 

to bring it in. 

On Monday the 17th of March, the Houſe reſolv'd itſelf votes on the 
again into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider fur- Supply- 
ther of the Supply granted to his Majeſty, when they reſol- 
ved to grant his Majeſty the following Sums, viz. 

The Sum of 10,3931. 5s. 11d. to compleat the Sum of 
81,568 J. 5 8. 11 d. for Services incurred by augmenting his 
Majeſty's Forces, and in concerting ſuch other Meaſures, as 
the Exigency of his Majeſty's Affairs required, The Sum of 
49,8341. 13s. 4d, upon Account, for reduced Officers of 
his Majeſty's Land Forces and Marines, for the Year 1735. 

The Sum of 37801. for paying off Penſions to the Widows 
of ſuch reduced Officers of his Majeſty's Land Forces and 
Marines, as dy'd upon the Eſtabliſhment of Half-Pay in 
Great Britain, (and who were marry'd to them before the 
25th of December 1716) for the Year 1735. The Sum of 
79,7601. 38. 9 d. for the Charge of the Office of Ordnance 
or Land- Service for the Year 1735. The Sum of 24,693 I. 
1s. 6 d. for defraying the extraordinary Expence of the 
Office of Ordnance for Land-Service, not provided for by 
Parliament. The Sum of 36,405 l. 15 8. 4d. to make good 
he Deficiency of the Grants for the Service of the Year 
1734. The Sum of 37,5571. 138. 4d. for making good 
he Deficiency of the general Fund. The Sum of 198,924 1. 


f ds. 7 d. for the Ordinary of the Navy (including Half Pay 


or Sea. Officers) Sor the Year 1735. The Sum of 10,0001. 
owards the Support of the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich. 
he Sum of 10, ooo l. towards the Maintenance of the Britiſh 
Forts and Settlements belonging to the Royal African Com- 
pany of England, on the Coaſts of Africa. The Sum of 
26, ooo l. towards ſettling and ſecuring the Coloney of Geor- 
gia in America. The Sum of 40001, towards the Repair of 
e 2 the 
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the Collegiate Church of St. Peter Weſtminſter: And ths 
Sum of 35001. for the Repair of the Tower and Roof of 
the Pariſh Church of St. Margaret Weſtminſter, 4 

By adding theſe Sums to the Sums before granted, viz. 
pin ng for Seamen 1,5 60, ooo l. For n 794.5 29 l. 
"I 48. 7d, For Garriſons, 215,710 l. 6s, 5 d. For extra- 
Ordinary Expences incurred, 10,2731. 1s. 74. For Outs 
Penſioners of Chelſea College, 18,8501. 9s. 2d. And for 
the Denmark Treaty, 56,2501. r Readers will ſee, that 
the Supply granted for this Year, amounts to 3.150,81. 
s. 7 d. 
? On the 19th. it was order'd, that Leave ſhould be given to 
bring in a Bil for the better ſecuring the Freedom of Parlia- 
ments, by limitting the Number of Officers in the Houſe 
of Commons; and Mr. Sandys, Mr. Wortley, Mr. How, 
Sir | wy Hind Cotton, Mr. Watkin Williams Wynne, and 
Sir William Lowther, were ordered to prepare and bring in 
the ſame ; which was accordingly preſented to the Houſe on 
the 21ſt, by Mr. Sandys. 

The ſame Day, the Houſe having reſolv'd itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe on Ways and Means, reſol- 
ved, That towards railing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, 
the Sum of two Shillings in the Pound, and no more, ſhould 
be' raiſed in the Year 1735, upon Lands, &c. and that a pro- 
portionable Ceſs (according to the gth Article of the Treaty 
of Union) ſhould be laid upon that Part of Great Britain 
called Scotland: And a Bill, purſuznt to this Reſolution, 
was order'd to be brought in. 
| Royal Aﬀent On Monday the 24th Day of March, his Majeſty came 
given to ſeve- to the Houle of Peers, and gave the Royal Aſſent to the two 
ral Acts, following public Bills, viz. 

An AQ to puniſn Mutiny and Deſertion, and for the better 
Payment of the Army and their Quarters! 
An Act to indemnify Perſons who have omitted to make 
and ſubſcribe the Declarations contained in the AR bf Uni- 
formity, of the 15th and 14th Years of King Charles II. 
within the Time limitted by Law, and for allowing further 
Time for doing thereof. 
And to two Bills for repairing Roads, and two po 
Bills, 
On the 27th, a Committee was appointed to conkder the 
Laws in Being relating to the Maintenance and Settlement of 
1 the Poor, and to conſider what further Provifions might be 
3 neceſſary for their better Relief and Employment: And the 
. faid Committee having conſider'd and examin'd this Affair 
= with great Care and Attention, came to ſeveral Reſolutions 
1 as follow. 


* | | Reb. 


[va]. 


Reſolvwd, That it was the Opinion of that Committee, 


of the Poor of this Kingdom, are defective; and notwith- f 


via. tanding they impoſe heavy Burthens on Pariſhes, yet theÞ, : 
91. Poor, in molt of them, are ill taken Care of. FS SYN 
tra- 2. That the Laws relating to the Settlement of the Poor, 

t- and concerning Vagrants, are very difficult to be executed, 


and chargeable in their Execution; vexatious to the Poor, 
and of little Advantage to the Public; and ineffectual to 
promote the good Ends for which they were intended. ; 
" 3. That it is neceſſary, for the better Relief and Employ- 


ment of the Poor, that a public Workhouſe or Work- 
lia- ouſes, Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Houſe or Houſes of Correc- 
uſe tion, be eſtabliſhed in proper Places, and under proper Re- 
, gulations, in each County. 


" 4. That in ſuch Workhouſe or Workhouſes, all poor 
Perſons, able to labour, be ſet to work, who ſhall either be 
ſent thither, or come voluntarily for Employment. 

5. That in ſuch Hoſpital or Hoſpitals, Foundlings and 
other poor Children, not having Parents able to proyide 
for them, be taken Care of; as alſo poor Perſons that are 


ty, impotent or infirm. 

ald 6. That in ſuch Houſe or Houſes of Correction, all idle 
ro- and diſorderly Perſons, Vagrants, and ſuch other Criminals 
ity as ſhall be thought proper, be confined to hard Labour. 

ain 7. That towards the Charge of ſuch Workhouſes, Hof. 


pitals, and Houſes of Correction, each Pariſh be aſſeſſed or | 
rated, and that proper Perſons be empower'd to receive the 


me Money ſo to be aſſeſſed or rated, when collected, and alſo all 

WO voluntary Contributions or Collections, either given or made 
n for ſuch Purpoſes, | 

er 8. That ſuch Workhouſes, Hoſpitals, and Houſes of Cor- 


rection, be under the Management of proper Perſons, Re- 
tg, had to ſuch as ſhall' be Benefactors to ſo good à 
Work. : x | ; 

9. That ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed for the Manage- 
ment of fuch Workhouſes, Hoſpitals, and Houſes of Cor- 
rection, be one Body politic in Law, capable to ſue and be 
ſued, and of taking and receiving charitable Contributions 
and Benefactions for the Uſe of the ſame. 


he 10. That for the better underſtanding, and rendering more 
of effectual the Laws relating to the Maintenance and Settle. 
be ment of the Poor, it is very expedient that they be reduced 
he into one Act of Parliamenn. 


Theſe Reſolutions were reported to the Houſe on the 2d 
of May, and on the 7th of the ſame Month, were all agreed 
to without Amendment, except the gth, which was amended 

ü f g Reſolved, 


thus, viz, . 


1. That the Laws in being, relating to the Maintenanee Votes 


inanceof 
— 


0 
Reſolved, That ſuch Perſons as ſhall be appointed for the 
Management of ſuch Workhouſes, Hoſpitals and Houſes 
of Correction, be one Body politic in Law, capable to ſue 
and be ſued, and of taking and receiving charitable Contri- 
butions and Benefactions, in Money, for the Uſe of ſuch 
Bodies politic, | 
And then this Reſolution ſo amended, was agreed to by 
the Houſe. | 
On the 28th of March, Mr. Dundaſs preſented to the 
Houſe (according to Order) a Bill, for explaining and 2 
ing an AQ pals'd in the Parliament of Scotland, in the Year 
1701, entitled, An Act for preventing wrongous Impriſon- 
ment, and againſt undye Delays in Tryals. Which was 
read a firlt Time, and order'd to be read a ſecond Time. 
A Petition On the 10th of April, a Petition of the then late General 
at the general Aſſembly of the Church of $cotland, was preſented to the 
— of Houſe and read, repreſeriting, That Patronages have, ſince 
d cotlan the Reformation, been deemed by the ſaid Church a very 
great Grievance, and not warranted by the Word of God, 
and have at all Times been ſtruggled againſt ; that, ſoon af- 
ter the Revolution, an Act of Parliament was made in Scot- 
land, aboliſhing the Power of Patrons to preſent Miniſters to 
vacant Churches; and at the Union of the two Kingdoms, 
the Eitabliſhment of the Church of Scotland, in all its Rights 
and Privileges, by that and other Acts of Parliament made 
or ratify'd after the Revolution, was declared to be a funda. 
mental and eſtential Condition and Article of that Union; 
and at that Time, it was the Right and Privilege of the ſaid 
Church to be free from Patronages ; but that, by an Act paſ- 
ſed in the 1oth Year of her late Majeſty Queen Annes enti- 
tled, An AR to reſtore the Patrons to their antient Rights of 
preſenting Miniſters to the Churches, vacant to that Part of 
Great Britain called Scotland, the aforeſaid AR paſſed in the 
_—_ of King William, was reſcinded, in ſo far as concern- 
ed the Power of Patrons to preſent Miniſters to vacant Pa- 
riſhes, and other Advantages, which had been the chief 
Things beſtowed on Patrons, in, Lieu and Recompence of 
their former Right of Preſentation, were nevertheleſs ſuffered 
to continue with them; and therefore praying the Houſe to 
7 a Bill for repealing the aforeſaid Act of Parliament, paſ- 
ed in the ioth Year of Queen Anne, in ſo far as concerns 
the Power of Patrons to preſent Miniſters to vacant [ 
Churches, in order to reſtore the Church of Scotland to the 
Rights and Privileges ſhe was poſſeſſed of at the Union of 
the two Kingdoms, | 
In Purſuance of this Petition, Leave was given to bring in 
Bill for this Purpole, and Mr. Plumer, Mr. Ereſkine, Mr. 


Forbes, 


2 
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orbes, Mr. Areſkine, Sir James Ferguſon, and Mr. Hume 
mpbell, were ordered to prepare and bring in the fame; 
which Bill was preſented by Mr. Plumer on the 18th, bat 
lid not paſs. 


ouſe of Peers, and the Commons being ſent for, his Majeſty 
pave the Royal Aſſent to the following public Bills, viz. ral 
An AR for granting an Aid to his Majeſty, by a Land- 
— to be raiſed in Great Britain for the Service of the 
) I . 18, 
An AA for enabling his Majeſty to apply the Sum of One 
illion out of the Sinking Fund, for the Service of the Year 


2 Act for granting and continuing the Duties upon Salt, 
ind upon Red and White Herrings, for the farther Term of 
four Years; and for giving farther Time for the Payment of 
Duties, omitted to be paid for the Indentures and Contracts 
pf Clerks and Apprentices. | 
An Act for the Application of the Rents and Profits of 
Eſtates forfeited by the Attainders of James late Earl of 
Derwentwater and Charles Radcliffe. 

An Act to continue ſeveral Laws therein mentioned, for 
he better Regulation and Government of Seamen in the 

erchants Service; for the regulating of Pilots of Dover, 
Deal, and the Iſle of Thanet ; for preventing Frauds in the 
uſtoms, and to prevent the clandeſtine Running of Goods, 
and for making Copper Ore of the Britiſh Plantations an 
numerated Commodity, 

An Act to continue an AQ paſſed in the third Year of his 
preſent Majeſty's Reign, entitled, An AR for granting 
iberty to carry Rice from his Majeſty's Province of Caro- 
ina in America directly to any Part of Europe Southward 
Cape Finiſterre, in Ships built in and belonging to Great 
Britain, and navigated according to Law; and to extend 
at Liberty to his - Majeſty's Province of Georgia in 
\merica, 

An Act to continue ſome Laws therein mentioned, relating 
d the Encouragement of the making of Sail. Cloth in Great 
Wricain, and for Encouragement of the Silk Manufactures in 

his Kingdom. IE. 

An Act for regulating the quartering of Soldiers during 
de Time of Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 
== An Act to indemnify Perſons, who have omitted to qua- 
Wy themſelves for Offices and Employments within the Time 
imited by Law; and for allowing further Time for that 


Fur poſe. 
An 


On Thurſday the 15th of May, the King came to the Royal Afſers 
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An Act to indemnify Proteſtant Purchaſers of Eſtates of 
apiſts, againſt the Penalties or Forfeitures Papiſts are liable 
to, for not having inrolled their Eſtates, in purſuance of an 
Act of the 3d Year of King George I. for that P L 

An Act to explain and amend an Act paſſed in the ſecond 
Year of the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, An A& 
for the Relief of Debtors, with reſpect to the Impriſon-. 
ment of their Perſons. - | 

An Act for the Amendment of the Law relating to Ace- 
tions on the Statute of Hue and Cry. 

An Act for rendering the Laws more effeftual for puniſh: 
ing ſuch Perſons as ſhall wilfully and maliciouſly pull down 
and deftroy Turnpikes for repairing Highways, or Locks, or 
other Works erected by Act of Parliament for making Rivers 
navigable ; and for other Purpoſes therein mentioned. 

An Act for the public regiſtering all Deeds, &c. within 
the North Riding of the County of York, after the 29th of 
September 1736. | 

An Act for the Encouragement of = Arts of Deſigning, 
Engraving and Etching hiſtorical and other Prints, by in- 
velting the Property thereof in the Inventors and Engravers, 
during the lime therein mentioned. 3 | 

And to ten Road and other Bills of a private Nature, and 
to ſixteen private Bills. For the King's Speech, See page 
101. | 
The Number of conteſted Elections at the opening of the 
Parliament was ſeventy one. 

The Account laid before the Parliament of 815681. in- 
curred by augmenting his Majelty's Forces, and concerting 
ſuch Meaſures as the Exigency of Affairs have required, pur- 
ſuant to the Vote of Credit, formerly mentioned, is in Sub- 
ſtance, viz. 115003 Crowns, being a Moiety of 230000 
Crowns payable by Treaty to the King of Denmark for 
Levy-Money for a Body of 6000 Daniſh Troops, and 62500 
Crowns, being a Moiety of 230000 Crowns, Bank Money 
of Hamburgh, payable to the King of Denmark for an annual 
Subſidy, purſuant to the ſaid Treaty, of which a Quarter be- 
came due the 19th of December, O. S. The reſt of the 
$1563 1. was for tranſporting the eight Regiments of Foot 
from Ireland to this Kingdom, and for Levy-Money to aug- 
ment the ſaid Regiments, and the ſending Six Companies 
from Gibraltar to Jamaica. 

The Expences incurred in the Sea Service, Anno 1734 
purſuant to the ſaid Vote of Credit, amounted to 125, 1421 
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The Firſt Seſſion of the Eighth Parliament 
of Great Britain. 


to the Houſe of Peers, and the Commons 


High Chuncelſor, that they ſhould return 
to their Houſe and chuſe a Speaker: The 
Commons being return'd accordingly, una- 


— 9 


eaker of the laſt Parliament. 

January 23. The King came to the Houſe of Lords, and 
Commons preſented their Speaker to his Majeſty for 
Approbation: His Majefty having approv'd their Choice, 
n' d the Seſſion with the following Speech. 


N Tueſday, January 14, The King came Anno 8. Geo. Ih | 
9 k 1734-35- «40 

HEAD being ſent for and attending, his Majeſty's Tue Parlament 

b& Pleaſure was ſignified to them by the Lord wert. 


GL. - nimouſly choſe Arthur Onflow, Eſq; — 


„ 


* , * U . i - 


l preſent Poſtars of Affairs in Europe is b wel 
. nt ure o rs in Europe is ſo 
The King's Speech ©* [ — to you all, and the good or bad Conſe- 
| at opening th Firit «© quences, that may ariſe, and affect Us, from the War 
and Parliament, © being extinguiſh'd, or being carried on, are ſo obvious, 
| that I am perſuaded you are met together fully propane 
« and determined to diſcharge the great Truſt repoſed in 
« you at this critical Conjuncture, in ſuch a Manner, as 
will beſt contribute to the Honour and Intereſt of my 
« Crown and People. | | 
J opened the laſt Seſſion of the late Parliament by ac- 
« quainting them, that as I was no ways engaged, but by 
„My good Offices, in the Tranſactions that were declared 
to be the principal Cauſes and Motives of the preſent War 
in Europe, it was neceſſary to uſe more than ordinary 
« Prudence and Circumſpection, and the utmoſt Precaution, 
« not to determine too haſtily upon ſo critical and impor- 
tant a Conjuncture; to examine the Facts alledg'd on 
both Sides, to wait the Reſult of the Councils of thoſe 
Powers, that are more nearly and immediately intereſted 
*in the Conſequences of the War, and particularly to con- 
« cert with the States General of the United Provinces, 
«© who are under the ſame Engagements with Me, ſuch 
« Meaſures as ſhould be thought moſt adviſable for Our 
common Safety, and for reſtoring the Peace of Europe. 
We have accordingly proceeded in this great Affair 
« with the mutual Confidence which ſubſiſts between Me 
* and the Republick ; and having conſidered together on 
« one Side the preſſing Applications made by the Imperial 
« Court, both here and in Holland, for obtaining Succours 
«« againſt the Powers. at War with the Emperor, and the 
repeated Profeſſions made by the Allies on the other Side, 
* of their ſincere Diſpoſition to put an End to the preſent oc 
* Troubles upon honourable and ſolid Terms, I concurred & 
in a Reſolution taken by the States General, to employ, 
« without Loſs of Time, Our joint and earneſt Inſtances to 
| * bring Matters to a ſpeedy and happy Accommodation, 
5 * before we ſhould come to a Determination upon the Suc- 
| 
| 


* 
1 


* cours demanded by the Emperor. Theſe Inſtances did 

. © not at firſt produce ſuch explicit Anſwers from the con- 
| * tending Parties, as to enable Us to put immediately in 
Execution our impartial and fincere Deſires for that Pu- 


* pole: Reſolved however to purſue ſo great and falutary 6 
* a Work, and to prevent Our Subjects from being unne- 6 
« ceſlarily involved in War, We renewed the Offer of Ou 

« good Offices in fo effectual a Manner, as to obtain an ce 


«« Acceptation of them. - 
& J 


1 
la conſequence of this Acceptation, and of Our De- 
50 claration made thereupon, to the reſpective Powers en- 
« gaged in the War, no Time has been loſt in taking ſuch 
« Meaſures, as ſhould be moſt proper to make the beſt uſe 
« of their Diſpoſitions for re-eſtabliſhing the Tran- 
« quility of Europe: And I have the Satisfaction to ac- 
« quaint you, that Things are now brought to ſo great a 
« Forwardneſs, that I hope in a ſhort Time a Plan will be 
« offered to the Conſideration of all the Parties engaged in 
the preſent War, as a Baſis for a General Negotiation of 
% Peace, in which the Honour and Intereſt of all Parties 
« have been conſulted, as far as the Circumſtances of Time, 
« and the preſent Poſture of Affairs would permit. | 

« I do not take upon Me to anſwer for the Succeſs of 2 


Var « Negotiation, where ſo many different Intereſts are to be 
ary C conſidered and reconciled ; but when a Proceeding is foun- 


e ded upon Reaſon, and formed from ſuch Lights as can be 
* had, it had been inexcuſable not to have attempted a Work 


can: be of no Prejudice, if we do not ſuffer Ourſelves to 
te be ſo far amuſed by Hopes, that may poſſibly be after- 
«* wards diſappointed, as to leave Ourſelves expoſed to real 


ces, % Dangers. 

uch « ] have made uſe of the Power, which the late Parlia- 
Our « ment intruſted Me with, with great Moderation; and I 
DC. * have concluded a Treaty with the Crown of Denmark, 
fair * of great Importance in the preſent Conjuncture. It is 
Me « impoſlible, when all the Courts of Europe are buſy and 


in motion, to ſecure to themſelves ſuch Su as Time 
* and Occafion may require, for Me to fit ſtill, and neglect 
% Opportunities, which, if once loſt, may not only be irre- 


the . trieveable, but turned as greatly to Our Prejudice, as they 
ide, * will prove to our Advantage, by being ſeaſonably ſecured ; 
ſent and which, if neglected, would have been thought a juſt 
rred Cauſe of Complaint. This neceſſary Confidence, placed 
loy, in Me, has given great Weight to my Endeavours for the 
es to * Publick Good. 

tion, Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

Suc * I have ordered the Accounts and Eſtimates to be pre- 


* pared and laid before you, of ſuch extraordinary Expences, 
as were incurred laſt Year, and of ſuch Services, as I 


ly in think highly neceſſary to be carried on and provided for: 
Pur- And whatever additional Charges ſhall be found neceſſary 
tary * ſhall be reduced, as ſoon as it can be done conſiſtently 
inne- with the common Security. 

Our * And as the Treaty with the Crown of Denmark is at- 
n al ** tended with an Expence, I have ordered the ſame to be 


laid before you. 


* which may produce infinite Benefits and Advantages, and 
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Mr Harris's. o- 
tion for an Addre 
Thanks, 


” humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty to return his 


_ rity of his Majeſty and his Kingdoms: And whatever ſhould 


: Fx 4} 

« make no doubt but I ſhall find in this Houſe of 
© Commons the ſame Zeal, Duty, and Affection, as I have 
« experienced through the whole Courſe of my Reign 7 and 
* that you will raiſe the neceflary Supplies with ul- 
t neſs, Unanimity, and Diſpatch. FI 

« The Senſe of the Nation is beſt to be learned by the 
Choice of their Repreſentatives ; and I am perſuaded, 
% that the Behaviour and Conduct of my faithful Commons 
& will demonſtrate, to all the World, the unſhaken Fidelity 
* and Attachment of my good Subjects to my Perſon and 


% Government. 0 
My Lords and Gentlemen, ] * 

« Tt is our Happineſs to have continued hitherto in a 
% State of Peace; but whilſt many of the principal Powers 
of Europe are engaged in War, the Conſequences muſt 
« more or leſs affect Us; and as the beſt concerted Mea- 
&* ſures are liable to Uncertainty, We ought to be in a 
* Readineſs, and prepared againſt all Events; and if Our 
«*« Expences are in ſome Degree increaſed, to prevent great. 
« er, and ſuch as if once entered into, it would be difficult 
* to ſee the End of, I hope My good Subjects will not 
** repine at the neceſſary Means of procuring the Bleflings 
* of Peace, and of univerſal Tranquility, or of putting 
** Ourſelves in a Condition to act that Part, which may be 


* neceſſary and incumbent upon Us to take.” 


Fan. 27. Mr Speaker having reported his Majeſty's 
Speech, Mr Harris, Member for Fowey, mov'd, That an 


Majeſty the Thanks of that Houſe, for his moſt gracious 
Speech from the Throne: To acknowledge his Majeſty's 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in purſuing ſuch Meaſures as tended 
towards procuring Peace and Accommodation, rather than 
involve this Nation and all Europe too precipitately in a ge- 
neral and bloody War : To expreſs the juſt Senſe that Houſe 
had of his Majeſty's tender Regard for the publick Repoſe 
and Tranquility, and of his unwearied Endeavours in form- 
ing, in Concert with the States General, ſuch a Plan of a 
general Pacification as his Majeſty, in his great Wiſdom, 
conceived was conſiſtent with the Honour and Intereſt of all 
Parties, as far as the Circumſtances of Time, and the pre- 
ſent Poſture of Affairs would permit: To aſſure his Majeſty, 
that that Houſe would chearfully and effeQually raiſe ſach 
Supplies, as ſhould be neceſſary for the Honour and Secu- 


be the Succeſs of his Majeſty's. gracious Endeavours to pro- 
cure the Bleſſings of Peace and general Tranquility, would 


enable his Majeſty to act that Part which Honour * 


% 


otion, which, as they thought, imply | 
probation of former Meaſures : upon this Occaſion 

William Wyndham propos d, That the laſt Paragraph sir w. wynduum,. 
duld run thus, To aſſure his Majeſty that, after a full 
ate of the Affairs of the Nation bad been laid before 
m, and confider'd by them, they would chearfully and 
-Qtually raiſe ſuch Supplies, as ſhould be neceſlary for the 
onour and Security - of - bis Majeſty and his Kingdoms, 
d in Proportion to the Expences to be incurred ey the other 
wers owers, who were under the ſame Engagements with this 
ation, aud not then involved in the War : And whatever 
ould be the Succeſs of his Majeſty's gracious Endeavours 
in a WD procure the Bleflings of Peace and general Tranquility, 
ould enable his Majeſty to act that Part, which Honour 
d Juſtice, and the true Intereſt of his People ſhould call 


cult pon him to undertake.” g 

not But ſome Gentlemen diſliking the firſt Part of this Amend- 

ings ent, Sir Joſeph Jekyll offer d an Amendment to the A- sir J. Ik. 
ting endment propos'd by Sir William Wyndham, as follows: 
be To aſſure his Majeſty, that that Houſe would chearfully 


d eſfectually raiſe ſuch Supplies, as ſhould be neceſſary 
dr the Honour and Security of his Majeſty and his Ki 
oms, and in Proportion to the Expences to be incurred 
be other Powers, wvho were under the ſame Engagements 
ith this Nation, and not then involu'd in the War: And, 
Whatever ſhould be the Succeſs of his Majeſty's gracious 


ous 
y's ndeavours to procure the Bleſſings of Peace and 
led ranquility, would enable his Majeſty to act that Part, 


hich Honour and Juſtice, and the true Intereſt of his 


an 

ge- eople ſhould call upon him to undertake” - 

11 The Motion for the Amendment was ſtrenuouſſy ſupport- 

oe 1 by Lord Morpeth, Lord Noel Somerſet, Mr Shippen, T4 Nerf Somerſor; 
m. r Thomas Aſton, Mr Dundaſs, Mr Gibbon, Mr Sandys, g Th Alen. 
2 r Walter Plumer, and Mr William Pulteney : The Rea- Mr Dundas. 

n, rns they gave for their Exceptions to the Addreſs as firſt Mr Sandys. 

11 opos'd, and for the Amendment offer'd, were as follows: f W. Pultcneg., 


Mr Speaker, 

As this is a new Parliament, I hope we ſhall begin with 
hewing a little more Regard to the ancient Cuſtom and 
ignity of Parliaments, than has been ſhewn of late Years. 

n former Times, the Addreſſes of this Houſe, in Return to 
dis Majeſty's Speech from the Throne, were always con- 
ived in the moſt general Terms. Our Anceſtors would 
ever condeſcend upon that Occaſion, to enter into the 
Particulas 
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ably comply with the Demands that were then made upon 


the King, all the Grievances of his People, and all th 


| bs) | 
Particulars of his Majeſty's S : When they were 
approach the King, and to d their Affection and thei 
Fidelity to him, they thought it was inconſiſtent with th 
Fidelity they were to declare, to approve, upon that Occa 
fion, of any miniſterial Meaſures, and much more ſo, to de 


clare their Satisfaction with Meaſures they knew a 
bout. This Houſe is the grand Inqueſt of the Nation, ap 
pointed to inquire diligently, and to repreſent faithfully u 


Crimes and Miſmanagements of his Servants ; and therefc 
it muſt always be a Breach of our Fidelity to our Sovereign, 
as well as a Breach of our Duty to his People; to approve 
blindly the Conduct of his Servants. When we have exa 
mined diligently, and conſidered deliberately the Conduct e 
any Miniſter, and are at laſt fully convinced that he 
ated prudeatly and wiſely for the publick Good, it is then 
our Duty to return him the Thanks of the Publick, and 
to repreſent him as a faithful Miniſter to his Maſter ; but 
to make Panegyricks upon the Conduct of any of the King 
Servants, before we have examined into it, is more like 
the Language of Slaves and Sycophants to a prime Mi. 
niſter, than that of loyal and faithful Subjects to their 80 
vereign. 

6 Cond acknowledge, Sir, that the Motion now made 
to us is more general, and more adapted to the ancient 
Cuſtom of Parliament, than moſt I have heard ſince I have 
had the Honour to be a Member of this Houſe. I hope 
we ſhall not find that this extraordinary Modeſty proceeds 
from a Conſciouſneſs of Miſcondut : For the Sake of the 
Publick I heartily wiſh we may find that it proceeds from 
ſuperior Merit ; which is, indeed, generally attended with 
ſuperior Modeſty ; but as I have always been, upon ſuch 
Occaſions, againſt general Encomiums upon Miniſters, and 
as the Propoſition now before us, or at leaſt a t Part 
of it, implies a general Approbation of all our late Mea- 
ſures, particularly thoſe relating to the preſent War, which 
the Majority of this Houſe are, in my Opinion, intirely ig- 
norant of, I cannot agree to it ; becauſe I have not yet 
learned Complaiſance enough to approve of what I know 
nothing about, much leſs to approve of what I violently 
ſuſpect to be wrong. 

© I had the Honour, Sir, to be a Member of this Houſe 
in the laſt Parliament; and I remember ſeveral Motions were 
then made, for getting ſome Inſight into the State of our 
foreign Affairs and our late Tranſactions; Motions which 
appeared to me highly reaſonable, and even abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to be complied with, before the Houſe could reaſon- 


them; 


BY | 

m: But every one of theſe Motions had 7 put 
Mn it. I have always had a Suſpicion of the Works of 
kneſs ; I do not like any Conduct that cannot ſtand the 
cht at Noon-Day ; and therefore I am afraid ſome of 
late Tranſactions are ſuch as no Man could. approve of, 
hey were expoſed to publick View. We have been long 
uſed with Hopes of ſome extraordinary Benefits, that were 
accrue to the Nation from our many tedious and expen- 
> Negotiations : We have been long in Expectation; but 
en one Negotiation was over, we have been always told 


s; we have accordingly had a deal of Patience; 
t, ſo far as I can comprehend, I can obſerve no Bene- 
s that have accrued, or are like to accrue ; but, on the 
ntrary, many Dangers and Diſadvantages 3 So that the 
hole Train of our late Negotiations really ſeem to me 
have been calculated for no other. End, but to extricate a 


lunder, by which they have generally been led into a ſe- 
dnd, of worſe Conſequence than the firſt : Every ſubſequent 
egotiation ſeems to me to have had no other View or De- 
pn, but to get rid of ſome Dilemma we were thrown into 
y the former; and happy have we thought ourſelves, after 
great deal of Money Lent, if we could but recover our 
drmer Condition. In ſhort, Sir, if any Gentleman will riſe 
p and ſhew me any Addition, or any new Advantage, with 
ſpect either to our Trade or our Poſſeſſions, that this Na- 
on has acquired by any of our late Tranſactions, I ſhall a- 
ree to the Motion ; but conſidering the great Expence this 


erchants have, without any Redreſs or Satisfaction, ſuſtain- 
d, I cannot agree to paſs Compliments upon, or declare 
y Satisfaction with, our late Mana t in general, till 


oſſes have been ſome Way ballanced by National Advan- 


ages. 


rized at upon another Account, to make our Acknow- 
dgements to his Majeſty, for not involving the Nation 
DO precipitately in a bloody War, is, in my Opinion, very 
ar from being a Compliment to his Majeſty ; It is impol- 
ible, it is not to be preſumed that his Majeſty can do any 
ach Thing; but if it were poſſible, and if any ſuch thing 
had been done, to be ſure it would have been doing the Na- 
tion a very notable Miſchief; and according to the Idiom of 
our Language, at leaſt in private Life, to thank a Man, or 
to make our Acknowledgements to a Man, for his not do- 
Ng us a notable Miſchief, is a contemptuous way of 2 


* 
Ty ö r 


ne 


have Patience, the next was to accompliſh all our De- 


t of puzzled, perplexed Negotiators, from ſome former 


ation has been put to, and the great Loſſes many of our 


be made appear to me, that theſe publick and private 


The ſecond Paragraph of the Motion I am, indeed, ſur - 
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no Concern with the Cauſes or Motives of the War, we 


. by 
an Infinuation, that from. ſug] 

a Man's Malice, or his Weakneſs, or Imprudence, we expec 
ed ſome notable Miſchief ; and therefore when we are di 
appointed, when the Miſchief is not fo great as we expected, 
we ſay, by way of Contempt, that we are obliged to him 
If none but Miniſters. were concerned in this Part of the 
Motion, I ſhould have let it paſs without any Remark, nay, 
I ſhould readily have agreed to it; but as his Majeſty is con- 
cerned, I hope the Gentlemen who made the Motion will 
take Care to have it ſome way. altered, if they are reſolved 
to have it ſtand Part of the Addreſs. This ſhews, Sir, how 
apt People are to fall into Blunders, when they attempt to 
make extravagant and forced Compliments ; and therefore! 
wiſh we would refolve to avoid ſuch Dangers, by confin- 
ing our Addreſs to a general Acknowledgement of Thanks 
to his Majeſty, for his moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne, and a Declaration of our Affections towards him, 
of our Attachment to his Family, and our Zeal for his 
However, Sir, as it has been granted upon all Hands, 
that nothing contained in our Addreſs can prevent the fu- 
ture Inquiries of this Houſe, or can be a Bar to our cen- 
ſuring what we ſhall upon Inquiry find to be amiſs, there- 
fore I ſhall propoſe no Amendment to the former Part of 
the Motion : But I muſt take Notice of one Thing which 
is apparent, without any Inquiry, to every Man in this 
Houſe, to every Man who knows any thing of publick Af- 
fairs ; and that 1s, the great Charge this Nation has already 
been put to on account of the War, while the other Powers 
of Europe, not yet engaged in the War, have not put them- 
ſelves to one Shilling Expence : Nay, even our Allies the 
Dutch, who, as his Majeſty has been pleaſed to tell us, 
are under the ſame Engagements with us, have not put 
themſelves to rhe leaſt Charge on account of the preſent 
War. Now, Sir, as his Majeſty has told us, that we had 


wy oo © © co 


a, 


cannot therefore be involved in it, unleſs it be for the Pre- 
ſervation of the Balance of Power ; and as all our Allies 
are as much intereſted in this Reſpect as we are, it is rea- 
ſonable they ſhould bear their proportionable Share of the 
Expence : And as they have yet done nothing like it, I 
think it is become neceſſary for us to take ſome Notice of 
this Matter in our Addreſs to his Majeſty, for which Rea- 
ſon I ſhall move for this Amendment to the latter Part of 
the Addreſs : viz. © That this Houſe will chearfully and ef 
fectually raiſe ſuch Supplies, as ſhall be neceſſary for the 
Honour and Security of his Majeſty and his Kingdoms; 
And in Proportion to the Expences to be incurred by the other 

Poxvers 


—_ a4 44 — kc 


to act that Part, which Honour and 
| of his People ſhall call upon 

him to undertake.” : | 6. | 
In Anſwer to theſe ObjeQions, and in Support of the Mo- 


Yonge, Mr Danvers and Mr Oglethorpe urged the follow-, 
ing Arguments. | 
Mr Speaker, ; a 

As Genzjemen, who have ſpoke in this Debate, ſeem 
to want a much more thorough Reformation in the Motion 
now before us, than that propoſed by the Amendment, I 
muſt beg Leave to take Notice of what they have ſaid in 
general, before I come to ſpeak to the Amendment propoſed. 
We have been told a great deal, Sir, of the ancient Uſage 
and Cyſtom of Parliament, with reſpect to their Manner of 
addreſſing the King, by way of Return to his Speech from 
the Throne: What the Gentlemen may mean by this an- 
cient Uſage, or at what Time they have a Mind to fix it, 
I do not know ; but I am very ſure, that ever fince I had 


ſed in- more general 'Terms than that now before us ; 

ropoſed in this Houle, but what ſome Gentlemen will find 
Fault with. I ſhall agree with the honourable Gentlemen, 
that one of the chief Ends of our Meeting here, is to in- 
quire diligently, and repreſent faithfully to the King, the 
Crimes and Miſmanagements of his Servants, as well as the 
Grieyances of his People; but when his Majeſty has given 


from making him ſuch general Compliments, for the Ac- 
counts he has been pleaſed to give us, as will not obſtru& 
our future Inquiries, or prevent our Cenſures, in caſe we 
ſhould afterwards find, that any of his Servants had acted 
unfaithfully or imprudently, even with reſpe to thoſe very 
. to give us an Account of in his 
peech. 
It has been acknowledged, that the Motion beſore us 
is more general than what is uſual upon ſuch Occaſions 3 
but it is to be feared, it ſeems, that this extraordinary Mo- 
deſty proceeds from a Conſciouſneſs of Miſconduct. At this 
Rate, Sir, the Gentlemen who have the Honour to ſerve 
the Crown muſt have a very hard Taſk : If they or their 
riends propoſe a long and particular Addreſs, they are then 
xccuſed of endeavouring to impoſe upon the Houour and 
Vor. IV. We: Dignity 


tion, Mr Winnington, Mr Henry Pelham, Sir William ES 


us an Account of his Conduct, ſurely that does not hinder us 


Sir W. Longe. 
Mr Danvess. 
Mr Oglgchwrpe. 


the Honour to fit in Parliament, I never knew an Addreſs 
and therefore I ain apt to conclude, - that no Addreſs can be - 
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neſs of Guilt; ſo that let them chuſe which way they will, 


- 
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1 Wl ( 10 ) Me k 
Dignity of this Houſe ; and if they propoſe a ſhort Addreſs, 
and expreſſed in the moſt general Terms, Infinuations are 
then made, that their Modeſty proceeds from a Conſciouf- 


it is impoſſible for them to avoid Cenſure : Yet, even this 
Addrefs, general as it is, is, it ſeems, to be looked on as an 
Encomium upon the Miniſters, and as an Approbation of 
what we know nothing about ; but, in my Opinion, if we 
examine the ſeveral Paragraphs, it will appear to be neither 
the one nor the other. * * 
* By the firſt Paragraph found Fault with, it is propoſed 
to acknowledge his Majeſty's Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in pur- 
ſuing ſuch Meaſures as tend towards procuring Peace and 
Accommodation : By this, Sir, we do not , that his 
Majeſty has purſued ſach Meaſures, nor do we approve of 
the Meaſures he has purſued ; but when thoſe Meaſures are 
made publick, if it ſhould appear that they were ſuch as 
tended to procure Peace and Accommodation, ſurely this 
Houſe, nay the whole World, ought to acknowledge his 
Majeſty's Goodneſs and Wiſdom in that Reſpect; and all 
that can be ſuppoſed to be meant by this Paragraph is, to 
acknowledge that there is more Wiſdom and Goodnefs 
in purſuing ſuch Meaſures towards procuring Peace, than in 
purſuing ſuch Meaſures, as might tend to involve the Na- 
tion and all Europe too precipitately in War: This then 
cannot, I think, be ſuppoſed to be an Encomium upon any 
Miniſter, nor an Approbation of any of the Meaſures that 
have been purſued. 
By the other Paragraph it is propoſed, to expreſs the juſt 
Senſe we have of his Majeſty's Regard for the publick 
Tranquility, and of his Endeavour to form, in Concert with 
the States General, ſuch a Plan of Pacification, as his Ma- 
jeſty conceives is conſiſtent with the Honour and Intereſt of 
all Parties, as far as the Circumſtances of Time and the 
preſent Poſture of Affairs will permit: Here again we ap- 
prove of nothing : We do not approve of the Plan that is 
to be offered ; we do not ſo much as approve of any one 
Step that has been taken in the forming of that Plan z we * 
only acknowledge his Majeſty's tender Regard for the pub- 
lick Tranquility, in endeavouring to form ſuch a Plan a 
may/reſtore it: This ſurely is what no Man can deny, nor 
heſitate one Moment in acknowledging 3 and I belie am 
that it will be as readily granted, that it was better to form 
this Plan in Concert with the States. General, than to form 1 
it without any ſuch Concert. So that I cannot really com- Th 
prehend how this Paragraph can be interpreted to be an Er- 
comium upon any Miniſter, or an Approbation of any Mem ha; 
ſare: And therefore, tho' we knew nothing of the _ 
Lure 


| (+18 j}. 
ſures that have been purſued, nay, 
lent Suſpicion that wrong Meaſures have purſued, nei- 
ther our Ignorance nor our Suſpicions can be any Objec- 
tion to either of thoſe Paragraphs. 2338 "x RM 

As to our Ignorance of the Meaſures-that have been 
lately purſued, it 1s certain we are ignorant of a-great many 
of them, and it is neceſſary it ſhould be fo ; for with re- 
ſpect to publick Tranſactions, eſpecially thoſe with foreign 
Courts, | it is abſolutely neceſſary that many of them ſhould 
remain ſecret, for ſeveral Years after they are paſſed ; nay, 
there are ſome that ought for ever to remain a Secret: 
And that any Tranſaction can remain a Secret long after it 
has been communicated to this Houſe, I believe no Gentle- 
man will pretend to affirm ; for tho* the Members of this 
Houſe might perhaps depend upon the Fidelity and the Se- 
crecy of one ares 2% yet we cannot anſwer for the Stran- 
gers that may be amongſt us. This, Sir, was the only 
Reaſon, why this Houſe was pleaſed to put a Negative upon 
the Motions pointed at by the honourable Gentlemen ; and 
as I had likewiſe the Honour to be then a Member of this 
Houſe, I heard ſuch Reaſons given for not complying with 
thoſe Motions, as convinced me, that a Compliance with 


* any one of them would have been one of the greateſt In- 
* juries we could have done our Country : It was not that 
2 the Authors of thoſe Tranſactions were afraid, on their own 


— — Tranſactions = had been concerned 
in ſho to publick View; it was impoſſible it 
could beſo; for if thy La been poſſeſſed with any ſuch 
Fears, if they had given the leaſt Ground to ſufpect they 
were ſp; it would have been a good, and I am perſuaded a 
prevai Reaſon for this Houſe to have complied with 
thoſe Motions. 

* But, Sir, as to the Suſpicions that ſome Gentlemen 
may entertain, with regard to all or any of our paſt Mea- 
ſures, it is impoſſible to ſay any Thing of them, unleſs the 
Gentlemen will be pleaſed to acquaint us with the Grounds 
of their Suſpicion : When they do that, it may perhaps be 
in Gentlemen's Power to ſhew, that thoſe Grounds are very 
far from being ſolid. They talk of our having been for a 
long Time amuſed with Hopes, and of our having been 
deſired to have Patience: Tis true, Sir, there are ſome 
amongſt us, not in the Houſe I hope, but in the Nation, I 
will fay, there are a great many who have been long a- 
muſed with Hopes, who have had a great deal of Patience : 
They have, indeed,. been under a continual Courſe of Pa- 
fience ever fince the Beginning of the late Reign: They 
have not yet ſeen, and I wiſh they may never ſee that Event 
happen, which they have —_ o long hoping for, which 

2 they 


tho' we even had a vio- 48. c Mm. 
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. Gee. n. they have waited for with ſo moch Patience : And, in my 


| ſerved entire our foreign Poſſeſfons, and prevented alt Inva- 


- own Miniſters with the little Diſturbances we have met with, 
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Opinion, the many ts they have met with, n 
one of the beſt Reaſons that can be aſſgned for our having 
no Cauſe to ſuſpect any Miſconduct in our late Meaſures. 
l do not think it the Intereſt of this Nation to he fond of 
adding much to our Poffeffions 3 and conſidering the Ambi. 
tion of foreign Courts, and the Diſturbances given to out 
Government by a diſaſfected Party at Home, our having pre- 


ſions upon our People at Home, is an Argument, that 
our late Meafures have been concerted and purſued with 
the utmoſt Foreſight and Prudence. To this we may add, 
that tho' our Trade has been fometimes a little mterrupted 
by the ambitious Views of foreign Courts, yet it is certain; 
it has greatly improved in every Branch within theie laſt 
twenty Years, and is now, I believe, in as flouriſhng a Stat 
as ever the Trade of Great Britain was in any Age: So that 
to return the Compliment to the Gentlemen of the other 
Side of the Queſtion, if either of them will ſnew me where 
the Nation has lately ſaffeted, either in its Foſſeſſions, or in 
its Trade, by any Miſmanagement of thoſe at the Helm of 
our own Affairs, I ſhall agree to any Amendment they pleaſe 
to propoſe ; but I cannot think it reafonable/ to load our 


or the ſmall Loſſes we may have ſuſtained by the ambitiow 
Projects of foreign Courts. | 
With regard to the Impropricty of Expreſſion taken 
Notice of, I cannot think there is any good Foundation for 
the Crititiſm ; but if there were, we maſt fee that it pro- 
ceeds entirely from the great Care the honourahle Gentle- 
man, who made the Motion, took, to avoid every Thing 
that might look like an Approbation of any late Meaſure; 
For this Reaſon he would not propoſe that we ſtould thank 
his Majeſty for not involving us in the War, becauſe it 
might have been faid, that for what we knew-it was necef- 
ſary, it was incumbeat upon us, to have engaged at the 
very Beginning of the War; therefore, to avaid this Ob 
jection, he only propoſes that we ſhould make our Acknow- 
ledgements to his Majeſty, for not having engaged too pre- 
cipitately in the War; and as this might have been done, 
and would, as the honourable Gentleman ſays, have been 
doing a very notable Injury to the Nation, I cannot find 
that there is any Impropriety in our making our Acknow- 
ledgements to his Majeſty, for his not having done fo. 
* I come now to that which I take to be the only Qn 
flion now us, I mean, Sir, the Amendment 
as It now amended. [I ſhall readily grant, that all the 
Nations of Kurope are equally concemed with as in ſuppor- 
ding 


wy propor- 
res. perfaaded his 
} of ours to prevail with every 

| them in that 

eſpe ; but it to Gentlemen to conſider, 


hether our putting ſuch a Caution into our 
ot ſhew to the whole World a ſort of Diffidence 
ajeſty's Conduct. I am convinced we have no Cauſe, 

ny Part of his Majeſty's Conduct, to ſhew i 
ence in his future; and I am very certain, we never 

ve choſen a worſe Time than the preſent, to begin to ſhew 
7 ſuch Diffidence : The Nation js in great Danger of be- 
ug involved in a bloody and expenſive War, unleis has Ma- 
[ty ſacceeds in his Endeayours for reſtoring the Peace and 
Tranquility of Europe ; and it is certain, that nothing 


f 
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de given for them to believe, that the Parliament puts no 
onfidence in his Majeſty's Conduct, they then con- 
ive Hopes of diſuniting the Power of Great Britain; and 
n that Caſe they will not much regard the moſt reaſonable 
Terms of Peace, that can be offered to them, by means of his 
ajeſty's Mediation: Nay, I have good Reaſon to believe, 
hat ſome of the Powers engaged in the War, ic 
Spain, will give no poſitive Anſwer to the Inſtances lately 
ade to them, till they heat of the Opening of the Britiſh 
Parliament, and the Addreſſes made upon that Oceaſion; 
and if any Miſtruſt in bis Majeſty's ſhould appear 
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ſuch as ought to be wiſhed for: Thus, by acting 
ouſly, we may not only prevent the Sacceſs of hi 
jeſty's Endeavours fer reftoring the publick T 
ve may give ſuch Enco: 


« But this, Sir, is not the only Objektion againſt the A- 
mendment propoſed ; for though all the Nations cf Europe 


RSS ITI Ir: 


ontribute more towards rendering his Majeſty's EE ο,⏑]k. 


in our Addreſs, we may believe their Anſwer will not be 


pre equally concerned with us' in preſerving the Balance of 


Power, 


n 

—— 1. Power, yet ſome of them may be blind to their own Ir 
1 nay, it is very ſome of them always will 
and are we to neglect what is neceſſary for our own Security 

or to refuſe contributing any Thing towards preſerving « 

the Balance of Power, becauſe every one of th 

other Parties concerned will not contribute their proportiot 


able Share? This, in my Opinion, would be a very e 
Sort of Maxim for us to lay down ; it is ſuch a one 


— tain. Suppoſe, for Example, our Nei 
n ene 
Country, as to look quietly on till they ſaw any one of tl 
Powers of Europe extend their Conqueſts ſo far, as to belt” 
able to give the Law to all the reſt ; would that be a N 
ſon for our behaving in the ſame Manner? No, Sir, I 
our Neighbours do what they will, it is incumbent upon u 
to look in Time to our own Security; and I hope we fhal 
always be ready to do what our Honour and our Safety n 
require, upon every ſuch Occaſion ; for if ever we ſhould 
reſolve to put ourſelves to no Charges for preſerving t 
Balance of Power, unleſs the States General, or any c 
Nation in Europe, would agree to join with ws, and 6 
bear a proportionable Share of the Expence, we ſhould from 
that Moment become dependent upon that other State, and 
conſequently ſhould be neglected and deſpiſed by all the 
other Powers of Europe. 

Therefore, Sir, as the Amendment propoſed tends, i 
my Opinion, towards ſhewing a Diffidence in his Majeſty's 
Conduct; and as it tends towards placing this Nation in a Sort 

of Dependency upon other Powers, I cannot but be again 
it.“ 


2 To the above it was replied by the ſame Members, ' wh 

Mr Saippen. were for the "Es as follows : 

Sir Tho. Afton, Mr S 

Mr D wudafs. 
— Although 1 5 had the Honour to be long a Member 
Mr W. Fiemer. of this Houſe, yet I find I never knew the whole of my 


Duty till this Day; for I always imagined that we met here 
to do Buſineſs, and not to make Compliments. I ſhall never 
be againſt expreſſing our Loyalty and our Fidelity to 
Sovereign, upon every proper Occaſion ; becauſe I takd 
to be no Compliment, I take it to be our Duty, and im- 
memorial Cuſtom has eſtabliſhed it as ſuch, at the Beginning 
of every Seſſion of Parliament; but to applaud his Maje- 
ſty's Wiſdom, his Goodneſs, and his tender Regard for his 
People in every Part of his Conduct, which he may be 
pleated to mention in his Speech, is a Method of exprefling 
ourſelves which ought indeed to be called Complimenting ; 
it can be called nothing elſe, becauſe it cannot be _ 

W 


zen we beſtow thoſe hi 
thing about. This, indeed, 


Sincerity and Simplicky, for 
hich this Nation was, in ancient Times, ſo deſervedly 
nous. 
The honourable Gentlemen appear under a great Con- 
m for thoſe who have the Honour to ſerve the Crown : 
erhaps my Coneern for them is not ſo great ; and for this 
eaſon it may be, that I do not think their Taſk ſo hard; 
confeſs that when I obſerve any Modeſty in them, I am 
pt enough to ſuſpe that it proceeds from Conſciouſneſs 
f Guilt, rather than from Conſciouſneſs of Merit ; and in 
heir Motions for Addreſſes they have of late fo very ſeldom 
ewn any Modeſty, that I was ſurprized to find the leaſt 
of it upon the preſent Occaſion. However, 
ir, it cannot be faid that the Modeſty they have now ſhewn 
in any Degree exceſſive; for as the Speeches from the 
hrone are, by the Cuſtom of Parliament, ſuppoſed to be 
peeches from the Miniſters ; and as his Majeſty's Conduct, 
hen it comes to be confider'd in this Houſe, 1s always ſup- 
doſed to be the Conduct of his Miniſters, I cannot allow 
hat thoſe, who propoſe that we ſhould talk ſo much in 
ur Addreſs of their Wiſdom and Goodrleſs, and of their 
nder Regard for the publick Repoſe and Tranquility, 
ave teſtified any exceſſive Degree of Modeſty, h it 
nay perhaps appear to be a little more than what has lately 
deen uſual upon ſach Occafions. If the Gentlemen had been 
pleaſed to have left out the two Paragraphs in which theſe 
ompliments are contained, their Modeſty ſurely would 
ave been greater, and their Taſk would certainly have been 
aſier, becauſe the Motion would have been ſhorter ; and I am 
onvinced it would have given more Satisfaction to the Majori- 
of the Nation, and I hope, to the Majority of this Houſe. 
* I muſt ſay, Sir, I am not a little ſurprized to hear 
ny Gentleman undertake to ſhew, that neither of the 
wo Paragraphs found Fault with, contain an Encomium up- 
dn any Miniſter, or an Approbation of any Meaſure : I am 
perſuaded, every Man without Doors that reads them will 
ink otherwiſe ; nay, I am convinced, that all thoſe, who 
re not acquainted with our modern Refinements in Politicks, 
ill think that we could not with any Sincerity expreſs our- 
elves ſo, without having been made acquainted with all the 
e Meaſures relating to War or Peace, ſo as to be _—_— 


* 
o 


6 acknowledged, 


+ cently make, without knowing ſomething more of our 


Man will apply to his Majeſty, whatever may be done wit 


than we have at preſent before us: But ſuppoſe that we 


that there were ſeveral Diſputes and Differences ſublilting 


(- 16, ) | k 

deſerved thaſe fine ve ate. 
— 2. ty 2 Se fre. Taithets 0,990.08 
deſigned nnn and there fore do not requi 


any Sincerity. 
* As tothe ph, the honourable Gentleman ha 
that if the Words to precipitately had 'not 
been put in, it would have been a Declaration, at leaſt, tþ 
it was neither neeeſſary nor incumbent ys to engage i 
the War, whici was a Declaration this Houſe could not de 


Tranſactions than have been yet communicated to us: And at 
honourable Gentleman, who ſpoke before him, has ſhewer 
I think, to a Demonſtration, that the putting of thoſe Wan 
in our Addreſs will carry an Inſinuation, which I hope n 


reſpect to the Miniſters : But the Paragraph, even with thelg 
Words, imports a Declaration from us, that it would hav 
been precipitate, it would have been raſh, to have jnvalvel 
the Nation in War before this Time: which is a Declarat 
on we eannot, in my Opinion, make, without more Light 


convinced of the Truth of this Declaration, what are wi 
then to do? We are to acknowledge his Majeſty's Win 1 
and Gaodnels, or rather the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of } 
Miaikers, in not having been guilty of a raſh Action; and 
whether ſuch an Acknowledgment be conſiſtent with tht 
Dignity of this Houſe, or even with common Senſe, I's 
leave to Gentlemon to judge? 

With regard to the other Paragraph, allow me to ſux 
poſe, Sir, that we were by the Treaty of Vienna, or other 
wiſe, obliged in Hongur to ſend immediate Succours to. the 
Emperor, would it not look very odd in us, to. make our Ac 
knowledgments to thoſe who adviſed his Majeſty to inter 
poſe only as a Mediator, when he was in Honour oblig 
to engage as a Party in the Diſpute ? Let me ſuppoſe again 


between this Nation and any one of the Parties concerned i 
the preſent War, which Diſputes and Differences we had nd 
Hopes of accommodating in a friendly Manner; and which 
were — ſuch a Nature as could not be given up, without ir 
jurivg both the Honour and the Intereſt of the Nation : 1 
ſuch a Caſe, could we have had a more proper Opportunit 
to vindicate our Honour and our juſt Rights? and if ſo, cu 
we make any Acknowledgments to thoſe who have adviſel 
his Majeſty not to lay hold of ſuch a fair Opportunity 
Then, as to our Concert with the Dutch, whether ther 
has been any ſuch or not, does not, I am ſure, appear from 
any publick Step they have taken ; and therefore I do Ls 


N 
how we can mike our 
hope, however; it is ſo ; I hope they have acted in 
hing in Concert with us, as well as we have done with 


at Manner 3 but a Nation may miſtake its own Intereſt, 
id therefore I may ſuppoſe that they have been from the 
y Beginning of this War; and even before it broke out, 
dgaged in a ſeparate Intereſt ; if ſo, can we make any Ac- 
towledgments to thoſe who have adviſed his Majeſty to con- 
rt any Meaſures with them? All theſe Suppoſitions may 
true, for what we know; and yet by agreeing to this 
aragraph we inuſt preſume every one of them to be falſe, 
herwiſe we muſt appear to be inconſiſtent with ourſelves.” 
Thus, Sir, even to take theſe two Paragraphs in the 
iſe that the honourable Gentleman has put upon them, 
e muſt ſuppoſe we were no way engaged, either in Honour 
Intereſt, to take a Share in the preſent War; that it 
ould have been precipitate and raſh in us to have 
it, and that the Dutch are engaged in the ſame Intereſt; 
d have ated in every Thing in Concert with us ; which 
e Suppoſitions we have not, I am afraid; any great Reaſon 
make: But our Conſtituents, the People who ſent us hi- 
der, and whoſe good Opinion we ought to preſerve, will 
o farther : They will; from theſe two Paragraphs in our 
ddreſs, ſuppoſe, that the Meaſures purſued by the Mini- 
Pers, for procuring Peace and Accommodation, have been 
iſe and good; that the Plan of Peace is ſuch a one as it 
ught to be; and that the moſt prudent Meaſures have been 
ken to make it effectual; and if they ſhould afterwards find 
emſelves miſtaken; what Opinion can they have of our 
iſdom and Goodneſs ? I am afraid it will be but a | 
cuſe, to an honeſt; ſincere Country-Gentleman, that fe is 
ver to look for Sincerity in the Addreſſes of this Houſe; 
nd that we never mean any Thing but Compliment by any 
neral Expreſſions in them. 
From what I have ſaid, Sir; I think it will appear, that 
oth our Ignorance and our Suſpicions are good Arguments 
painſt our making ſuch high Compliments to the Miniſters ; 
dr it is upon them theſe Compliments are, by the Cuſtom 
Parliament, preſumed to be beſtowed : His Majeſty has 
d Concern in the Debate, and therefore we may treat the 
ubje& with the more Freedom. Our Ignorance, as to all 
ur late Tranſactions, is very great, and if future Parliaments 
ould be always of the ſame Opinion the laſt was of, we are 
ke to remain for ever in the moſt profound Ignorance ; for 
did not hear one Argument made Uſe of in the laſt Parlia- 
ent againſt the Motions then made, for ſome Inſight into 
ur Foreign Affairs, but what will for ever be as ſtrong as it 
Vo I. IV. ” | was 


ments on that Account : 40 _ 
em. [I believe it is their Intereſt as well as ours toa&tin - © MX 


Anto 8. Geo. U. Was at that Time: The Motions then made werr not for u 
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Diſcovery of any of the Tranſactions then upon the Anvil: 
Theſe Motions were only for ſome Papers, relating to Tu 
ſactions that had been quite finiſhed ſeveral Years | before; 
and the only Reaſon I heard given for refuſing us that Fa- 
vour was, that the publiſhing of ſuch Papers, the diſcover 
ing of ſuch Tranſactions, might open old Sores, they might 
relate ſome way or another to the preſent Tranſactions, and 
therefore it was not proper they ſhould be laid before us; 
nay, we were not ſo much as allowed to call for them, in or- 
der to have had that Anſwer from his Majeſty, from whom 
only it was proper for this Houſe to take any ſuch Anſwer. 
At this Rate, Sir, we ſhall never have any Account of the 
Tranſactions of any Miniſter till ſome new Favourite ſtarts 
up, and reſolves to _— his Predeceſſor, by expoſing 
the Wickedneſs or the Folly of his Conduct. 
© 'That our late Conduct has not been quite ſo prudent 
is, I am ſure, very much ſuſpected by the Generality of the 
Nation, whatever it may be by the Majority of this Houle, 
We have been long amuſed, Sir, we have had a great deal 
of Patience, but it is not, Sir, that Sort of P meant 
by the honourable Gentlemen, who have been ſo amuſed: 
It is not the Diſaffected, the Enemies to his Majeſty's Family 
and the preſent happy Eitabliſhment, who have been obli 
to have Patience; no, Sir, ſuch Men are, I believe, glad to 
ſee ſuch Meaſures purſued : It is thoſe who are well affe&ed 
towards his Majeſty, thoſe who are real Friends to the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment, who have been lately amuſed, and it 
muſt be acknowledged they have had a great deal of Pa- 
tience. That the Nation has been affronted, that our Trade 
has been interrupted, that our Merchants have been plun- 
dered, and our Seamen moſt cruelly uſed; are Facts not to 
be controverted. Whether they have proceeded from the 
ambitious Proje&s of foreign Courts, or from the Blunders 
of ſome of our own People at home, is a Queſtion this Houle 
ought to look into; and for that Purpoſe we ought to infif 
upon having all neceſſary Lights laid before us. But for the 
preſent, I ſhall ſuppoſe, that they have all proceeded from 
the ambitious Projects of foreign Courts: What Satisfac- 
tion then have we obtained for the Inſults and Indignities 
we have ſuffered? What Reparation have our Merchants 
got for the Loſſes they have ſuſtained ? Is this Nation 
brought ſo low, that we muſt ſubmit to ſuffer, to be diſturb- 
ed, by the ambitious Projects of foreign Courts, without 
daring once to inſiſt upon an adequate Satisfaction, a full Re- 
paration ? I hope not, Sir; and 'till an adequate SatisfaQion 
and full Reparation be obtained, I ſhall not be ready w 
agree to paſs Compliments upon our late Conduct. 1 we 
ä e 


619 | 
ve met with ſo few or ſo ſmall Diſturbances, if our Trade 


u fo 
— the happy State we have been in? What Part 
the publick Debts have we diſcharged? What Taxes 
ve we relieved the People from ? Surely; Sir, if we have 
1 for ſo many Years in ſuch a happy State, a great Part 


r moſt gri Taxes taken off. But the Fact is other- 
iſe ; we — been every Year keeping up great Armies, 
ting out = Fleets, and putting the Nation to a vaſt 
xpence. ſhort, Sir, we have for theſe ſeveral 


oſtilities, and Peace without Quiet; and while the Na- 
on continues in the ſame mongrel Sort of State, ſhall this 
— paſs high Compliments on the Conduct of our Mi- 
iſters ? 1 
To pretend, Sir, that the Amendment offered will ſhew 
Diffidence in his Majeſty's Conduct, is to tell this Houſe, 
hat we muſt never recommend any Meaſures to our Sove- 
jgn, or rather to the Miniſters of our Sovereign; which 
a Maxim no Member of this Houſe will, I hope, admit 
Surely, Sir, we are not to neglect our Duty to our 
ountry, or to our King, for fear of giving foreign Courts 
zuſe to think that we have a Diffidence in his Majeſty's 


ho" the Nation were in much greater Danger than it is at 
reſent ; and for this we have many Precedents, but one I 
all take Notice of, which I think directly to the Point. I 
lieve it will be granted, that in the Year 1702 this Na- 
on was in greater Danger than it can be ſuppoſed at pre- 
nt; we had then actually declared War againſt France 
nd Spain, who had at that Time in Alliance with them 
e King of Portugal, the Duke of Savoy, and the Duke of 
Bavaria, whereas we had none but the Emperor and the 
Dutch; yet in that Year this Houſe not only recommend- 
d to the late Queen, to prevail with the Dutch to prohibit 
Trade with France and Spain; but actually made it one of 
he Conditions of the Power they gave her to augment her 
orces, and that no foreign Troops ſhe ſhould take into her 
dervice, ſhould enter into Engliſh Pay *till that Condition 
vas complied with. I do not doubt but the Houſe was 
en told, that ſuch a Recommendation, much more ſuch 
Condition annexed to this Grant, wguld ſhew a Miſtruſt 
her Majeſty's Conduct; but they thought it their Duty 
o do ſo, and therefore they had no Regard to ſuch Inſi- 
auations; and we all know, that their Behaviour was attend- 
d with no bad Conſequence. 
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our Debts might have been diſcharged, and ſeveral of 


ears in a very odd Sort of State; we have had War without 


onduct: Such Surmiſes we are always to diſregard, even 


tly iricreaſed, what Advan hath the publick HI 
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Ahe 8. Geo. m. The Balance of Power in Europe is e of as 1 ach 
„ Conſequence to other Nations as it is to this; and when i 


_ — 


An Addreſs of 


Thanks agreed to; Mr Hedges, and agreed to. 


And preſented, 


jf ever this Nation ſhould ſet itſelf up as the Don Qui 01 
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comes to be really in Danger, it is not to be queſtioned bu 
we ſhalt find other Powers as ready to join with us as y 
are to join with them, for its Preſeryation ; and unleſs wy 
ſhew too much Readineſs to bear all the Expence, it is 
certain, that thoſe who are in equal Danger will never 
fuſe to bear their proportionable Share of the Expence. 


of Europe, we may then expect that moſt of the Powers gf 
Europe, who are not immediately attacked, will leave tl 
whole Burden upon us; and this, I am afraid, is too much 
the Caſe at preſent ; for as our Neighbours the Dutch ar 
more expoſed to the Danger than we are, I muſt conclude 
from their Inactivity, that either they do not think the N 
lance of Power in Danger, or otherwiſe we have — 4 
Room to believe that we will take upon us the Defence 0 
this Balance, without putting them to any Trouble or i 
pence ; and for this Reaſon ] think it is become abſolut 
neceſſary for us to give ſome ſuch Recommendations to hi 
Majeſty, as is propoſed by this Amendment, in order ti 
convince the World, that we are refoly'd not to ſet ourſelm 
up as the Dupes of Europe. Such a Reſolution can fub- 
ject us to no Dependency, becauſe it is a Reſolution we can 
alter whenever we have a Mind; for if ſuch a Cafe ſhould 
happen, as it is hardly poſſible it ever will, that moſt « 
the Nations in Europe ſhould reſolve to look tamely on, 
and ſee the Balance of Power quite overturned, I ſhould 
then think it the Duty and the Honour of this Nation, m 
ther to play the Don Quixote of Europe, than to ſet our 
own Liberties ſwallowed up in the Ruins of thoſe of our 
Neighbours.” 
hen the Queſtion being put for agreeing to the Amend: 
ment, it paſſed in the Negative by 265 to 185. Whew 
upon the Addreſs was agreed to, without any farther De. 
bate ; and a Committee was appointed to draw up the ſame. 
Fan. 28. The Addreſs was reported to the Houſe by 
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1% 9 The fame was preſented to the King as fol 
ows. | 


Moſt gracious Soverei 


1n, 
c E Your Majeſty's moſt Dutiful and Loyal Sub- 
x jeects, the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament 


* aſſembled, beg Leave to return Our humbleſt Thanks, for 

© Your Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the Throne ; 

and to acknowledge, in the moſt gratefal Manner, Your 

* Majeſty's tender and affectionate Concern for the — 
cs 


CY 
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fare of Your People, in . ſuch ! 
as have tended towards Peace 

TR than to involve too precipitately this As Kingdom, | 
all Europe, in a general and bloody War. 

Among ſo many Intereſts and WTO ORGY 
ers engaged in the _ ar, it is, Your Majeſty's Wife | 
dom and Goodneſs alone, which could have ſecured to 
Us Our preſent happy Situation ; and the Crown of en 
Britain could neyer appear with greater Honour and Lu- 
ſture, than by Your Majeſty's „ good Of- 
fices between the contending Parties: as they have 
received them with due Reſpect, we cannot but hope, 
their own Prudence will help to compleat fo defireable a 


Work. 
* It is our Duty, and we Leave to exprek the grea- | 
\ teſt Gratitude to Your Majeſty, for” the Care and Con- 
cern, which muſt have —— Your unwearied Endea- 
vours, both in beginning and carrying on theſe good Of, 
fices, which being accepted, have brought Things to fo - 
great a Forwardneſs, 2 a Plan, in concert with the States 
General, may in a ſhort Time be offered to the Conſidera · 
* tion of all the Powers engaged in the War ; which, not- 
withſlanding the great Difficulties that muſt attend fo great 
a Work, may — for the Baſis of a general Negotiation 
of Peace, conſiſtent with the Honour and Intereſt of all 
Parties, as far as the Circumſtances of Time, 1 de. 
* ſent Situation of Affairs will permit. 
If theſe Meaſures, concerted for the common Repoſe 
* and Tranquility of all Europe, ſhowy wee y meet with 
any Diſappointment, Your Majeſty om and Care 
* muſt be acknowledged to how 1 that Succeſs, 
* which the wiſeſt Counſels cannot always command. But, 
* whatever the Event may be, We beg Leave to aſſure 
* Your Majeſty, That this ” Houſe will Chearfully and Ef- 
* feftually raiſe ſuch Supplies, as ſhall be neceſſary for the 
* Honour and Security of Your Majeſty and theſe 

* doms, and enable Your Majeſty to act that Part, which 
* Honour, and Juſtice, and the true Intereſt of your Peo- 
* ple ſhall call upon Your Majeſty to undertake.” 


To this his Majeſty made the following Anſwer : 


1 dreſs. I depend entirely upon Your Fidelity and Af. 
« feftion, and Your due Regard to the publick Welfare, 
* that I ſhall be ſupported in ſuch Meaſures, as I may be 
« 2 to purſue, And You may be aſſured, that the 
Honour 


* 


Gentlemen, 


Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- its Majeſty's Aw 


— 


| * 22 7 a | 
| n « Honour and Intereſt of My Crown and People hal 

r and Guide of all My Actions and Re. 
* * «c ations.” 


Mtian, in he February 7. The Houſe being in a Grand omi on 
on the Suppty, for the Supply, a Motion was made, That 30,000 Men be em- 
Keen for the Sea ploy'd for the Sea-Service for the enſuing Year : But ſome 
Members declaring that they thought 20,000 Men ſufficient, 
Re a great Debate enſued ; and the Motion for 30, ooo Men 

br A eben. was ſupported by Sir Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Walpole, 


Mr. Walpole. and Mr Oglethorpe as follows : 


; Year * 


Mr Speaker, ' 
With reſpect rr 
no Gentleman expects, that for his Satisfaction his Majeſty 
ſhould be obliged to diſcloſe to this Houle all the Secrets of 
his Government, all the Negotiations he is now 
on with foreign Powers, and all the private Informations he 
may have received, in relation to the Views and 
of the ſeveral Powers now engaged in War : Nor can it be 
expected that his Majeſty ſhould now declare poſitively to 
us what he 1s reſolved to do, in relation to his 

or not engaging in the preſent War : If any ſuch Thing 
could be done, I believe it would very ſoon put an End 
to the Queſtion, but no ſuch Thing has ever yet been prac- 
tiſed, nor has this Houſe ever thought ſuch a Practice ne- 
ceſſary, for inducing them to agree to any Demand made 
by the Crown, and I hope it never will. For if ever this 
ſhould come to be thought neceſſary, it would lay this Na- 
_ under a very great Diſadvantage ; becauſe it cannot be 
that what is once diſcloſed, in ſuch a numerous 
Aiembly, ſhould continue long a Secret ; from whence this 
Inconvenience would neceſſarily enſue, that foreign Powers 
might, at all Times, proceed with great Secrecy in their 
Meaſures, for the Delttution or Diſturbance of this Nation, 
while we could do nothing to annoy our Enemies, nor even 
be provided for our own Defence, but in the moſt open and 
publick Manner. Nay, if our King ſhould at any Time 
get Information of the Defigns of our Enemies, he would 
be obliged to diſcover to this Houſe, that is to ſay, he 
would be obliged to tell our Enemies, from whom he had 
that Information, and on ſuch a Suppoſition *tis certain no 
Information would ever be given to us; we could never 
know any Thing of the ſecret Deſigns of our Enemies, till 
the very Moment of their Execution ; and therefore - we 
muſt conelude, that ſuch a Maxim in this Houſe would be 
abſolutely inconfiſtent with the Safety of our Country. For 
this Reaſon we muſt, in the preſent Caſe, and in all ſuch 
Cates, take the Argument entirely from whay appears in his 
Majeſty's 
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8 this Footing the R 

ion, ſo ids nad To ſtrong, that 

or inquiring into any Secrets, in order to find 

ons for our agreeing to this Augmentation. 

has as yet appeared we are not, 'tis true, obli 

n'the preſent War ; for as the Motives, or at leaſt the 
ded Motives of the War, relate entirely to the 

f Poland; and as that is an Affair in which the 

f this Nation is no Way concerned, we are not obliged 
ngage in the War upon that Account : 'The Emperor has, 


ndeed, called upon us for the Succours, which he pretends. 


zjeſty in his Views relating to that Kingd 


ve do not think ourſelves obliged, by any Treaty ſubſiſting 
between us, to furniſh him with Succours in a War, which 
has been occaſioned, as is pretended at leaft, meerly by the 
dreſent Diſpute about the Election of a King of Poland. 
f we were abſolutely certain, that the Motives aſſigned 
vere the real and the only Motives for the preſent War; 

we had a full Aſſurance that the Parties engaged would 
arry their Views no farther, I ſhould readily grant that 

e would have been no Occaſion for our putting ourſelves 
o any Expence, nor would there be now any Neceſſity for 
ae Augmentation propoſed ; but this is what we neither 
ould at the Beginning, -nor can yet depend on. Foreign 
ourts may have ſecret Views which cannot be immediately 


liſcovered; but his Majeſty, by offering to in e his 
good Offices, has taken the moſt effectual Method for diſco- 


ering the ſecret Views of all the Parties concerned; and 
f, by the Interpoſition of his good Offices he ſhould diſ- 
over, that either of the Parties engaged. in War will ac- 
ept of no reaſonable Terms, we may from thence conclude, 
hat the Affair of Poland was not the only and real Motive 
or the War ; but that under that Pretence there was a 


Deſign formed to overturn the Balance of Power in Europe; 


a which Caſe we ſhould be obliged, both in Honour and 
ntereſt, as well as by Treaty, not only to take a Share in 
he War, but to join with all our Force againſt that Party, 
ho we found had formed ſuch a Deſign. 

In the Formation of every Deſign for overturning the 
Balance of Power in Europe, the Party that forms it muſt 
aot only have great Ambition, but, before he dares attempt 

. to 


_ © 3 N 
et os 11. to put it in Execution, he muſt have ſome Hopes of Subobfyi 
ag ta The Ambition of our Neighbours, Sir, is what we cating 
Wi: prevent; bat we may, by proper Precautions ſeaſonably taken; 
+} „ eee e 
always prevent their attempting to put their Deſigu in 
— From this Maxim we may fee the Wiſdom sf 
the - Meaſures taken laſt Year : His Majeſty did not find 
himſelf obliged to take any Share in the War, but as the 
Ambition of either of the Parties engaged might at laf 
involve this Nation — r therefore he _ to 
interpoſe his ces for bringing about an Acconi« 
— 1 Rane might have been the Views of tt 
Parties engaged at the Beginning of the War, yet upon ſeb- 
ing this Nation put itſelf in ſuch a Poſture of Defence, th 
all thought proper to drop any ambitious Views they might 
then entertain, by accepting of the good Offices his Ma 
jeſty had offered: Their ready Compliance in this reſpeth 
can be attributed to nothing but the Preparations we made 
laſt Year, and the Powers that were granted by laſt Seſſiau 
of Parliament to his Majeſty ; for by theſe we deprived 
them of all Hopes of ſucceeding in any of their ambition 
Views. It was this, Sir, that produced an Acceptance of the 
ood Offices his Majeſty had offered; and if we ſhowkd 
2 in our Meaſures, if we ſhould diſcontinue our Pre 
parations, it would render us deſpicable in the Eyes 0 
all the Parties engaged in War, and would conſequenth 
diſappoint the good Effects we have Reaſon to expett 
from that Acceptation. At the Beginning of laft Seifen 
it was very well known, that the French were fitting out 1 
large Squadron at Breſt, and were providing Tranſports 
and a Land-Army to be ſent along with that Squadron, uns 
der Prentence of relieving Dantzick. In ſuch a Situation, 
Sir, I ſhould have thought thoſe, who had the Honoar tc 
adviſe the King, very imprudent, or very unfaithful Conns 
ſellors, if they had not adviſed him to put the Nation · im 
mediately into a State of Defence; for though it was pro 
bable, neither the French nor any other Power would at- 
tack us while we continue neutral, yet it is certain it 
then, and always will be, very much the French Intereſt 
to have this Nation of its Side; and if they had then 
ſeen, or ſhould upon any ſuch Occaſion ſee, that it would 
be eaſy to overturn our Government, by our not being ſuf 
ficiently provided for Defence, and could, by overturning 
our Government, get Numbers of this Nation to join witl 
them, it would then have been, and always will be, worth 
their while to make the Attempt ; therefore, in order to 
preſerve the Peace and Quiet of the Nation, we ought ak 


ways to be upon our Guard, and ought to make ſome bs 
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ttle more Weight ; for tho' there was no particular Rea- 
bn to ſuſpect, that the French Squadron was d f 
gainſt us, yet there was no other Place in the World for 
hich it could be defigned, except Dantzick.; and whether 
was deſigned for Dantzick, or not, it is certain it did 
dt go to Dantzick z for we all know it continued at Breſt 
ae whole Summer. | 

« After the laſt Seſſion of Parliament had agreed to the 
0,000 Seamen defired by his Majeſty, he had an Account, 
hat beſides the Squadron fitting out at Breſt, both the 
rench and the Spaniards had given Orders for fitting out 

their Ships of War; lying in any of their Ports, from 
oulon round to Breſt ; from whence his Majefty, with 
reat Reaſon, thought it abſolutely neceſſary to make a far- 
her Addition to his Naval Force; for which Purpoſe he 
pplied to his Parliament for a Power to do ſo ; and in Pur- 
lance of the Powers granted him upon that Application, 
2 has ſince made an Addition of 7000 Men to the Sea 
TTVice, ſo that our preſent Naval Eſtabliſhment conſiſts 
f 27,000 Men ; 7000 of which muſt be reduced, if we 
ould agree to grant but 20,000 Seamen for the enſuing 
ear 


Having thus, Sir, laid the preſent State of our Naval 
orce before you, let us conſider the preſent State of the 
ffairs of Europe, the Circumſtances our Neighbours are 
and the Circumſtances we are in ourſelves. As to the 
fairs of Europe, it is certain they ſeem to be in no leſs 
angerous State than were laſt Year ;z his Majeſty's - 
dod Offices are, indeed, accepted of, but that Acceptation 
as not as yet produced the wiſh'd-for Effect, nor can it be 
pected it ſhould, if his Majeſty ſhould appear to be leſs 
owerful when he comes to offer Terms of Peace, than he 
as when he made the Offer of his good Offices; we can- 
ot therefore, from the preſent State of the Affairs of Eu- 
pe, draw any Argument for diminiſhing our Naval Force. 
hen as to the Circumftances of our Neighbours, it is very 
rtain, that not only all the Ships of War, fitted out either 

the French or Spaniards, are continued in Commiſſion 5 
— theſe-Nations are with the _— Application re- 
ilding and repairing every Ship of Force have in 
zeir Dominions, po are beſides building — Ships of 
Vor. IV. D War. 


( 26 ) 
Anne 8: Geo. . War as faſt as they can; from whence I think it is 
— Ay that inſtead of making any Reduction of the Naval Fe 

we had laſt Year, we ought to make ſome A 
the Addition propoſed, which is properly but 3000 1 
is, in my Opinion, the leaſt that can be thought of. 

This, Sir, muſt be thought ſtill more reaſonable, = 
conſider our own particular Circumſtances, and the Diffici 
there is of getting our Seamen together after they are Ong 
diſperſed. In Countries where abſolute and arbitrary Ge 
vernment prevails, they have all their Seamen regiſtere: 
and they always know where they may find them when the 
have Occaſion for them : Their Seamen, as well as all the 
other Subjects, are under a Sort of martial Diſcipline, the 
cannot abſent themſelves without a Furlough, and they mi 
remain abſent no longer than their Furlough gives the 
Leave ; by which Means the Government always kne 
what Number they may depend on upon any Emery 
But in this happy Country, where every private Man enjc 
his full Liberty, we cannot command our Seamen to f 
at Home, nor can we call them Home when we kl 
Mind; for, notwithſtanding the Difficulties which every « 
knows we found laſt Summer, to man the Fleet then fitte 
out, yet it was computed there were at leaſt 11,000 Briti 
Sailors employed all laſt Summer, on Board of Britiſh Shi 
in the Service of Foreigners, either as Tranſports or 
trading Ships. In this Country we never have any way 
providing Sailors for our Fleet, upon any ſudden Emerge 
cy, but by preſſing thoſe Seamen we find by Chance 
Home, or upon our own Coafts ; and this Method is alu 
attended with ſo many Inconveniencies, that, in order 
prevent our being at any Time reduced to that Neceflity 
every Man who has a due Regard to the Liberty and t 
Happineſs of the SubjeQ muſt agree, that we ought, 0 2pe 
every Occaſion, to begin early to provide againſt any Dang 
we think we have Reaſon to apprehend. 

In all the Meaſures we have hitherto taken, — 
the preſent War, our - . and natural Allies, the Dut 
have cordially joined with us in every Thing: They joins 
heartily with his Majeſty, in offering their good Offices k 
compoſing the preſent unhappy Differences in Europe, 
they have likewiſe joined with his Majeſty in concerting 
proper Plan for a Pacification. It may perhaps be infinu 
ed, that they have put themſelves to no Expence on at 
count of the preſent War; but this is neither a juſt not 

true Inſinuation; for it is very well known, that before thi 
War broke out, they had reſolved to have made a very 
ſiderable Reduction of their Land- Forces. Every 
knows, that ſoon after the Peace of Utrecht they ro reden 
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pt it at that n but r 
ned in the Affairs of Europe, augmented it again to 
2.000 Men, and at that Time we likewiſe found it neceſ- 
y to increaſe our Army to 26,000 Men. The War with 
hich Europe was then threatened was happily prevented ; 
id as ſoon as it was, we immediately to reduce our 
rmy ; we reduced at firſt 5000, and after 3000, of 
e Number we had increaſed it to ; but the Dutch made at 
at Time no Reduction; they never thought of making 
yy Reduction till the very Year before the preſent War 
oke out; then indeed, a Reſolution was actually taken in 
me of the Provinces to reduce 10,000, and that was ſoon 
> have been followed by the Reduction of another 10,000, 
order to have brought their Army to its former Standard 
32,000 Men; and both theſe Reductions have been put off, 
eerly on account of the preſent War: So that, to ſpeak 
pperly, they have put themſelves to the Expence of main- 


o lining 20,000 Men ever ſince the War began; and there- 
ave re it is not to be wonder'd if they have made no Addition 
ry 00 their Fleet, eſpecially if we conſider, that they are in no 
 fitte anger of being attacked by Sea, and the bad Condition 
Briti eir Navy happens to be in at preſent, which is occaſioned 


the vaſt Expence they were put to during the late War, 
which they were obliged to maintain a much greater 
lumber of Land- Forces than we maintained, and were far- 
ter obliged to be at the Expence of all the Sieges that were 
dertaken during the War. | 

The Dutch, tis true, Sir, concluded a Treaty of Neu- 
ality with France, with regard to the Auſtrian Nether- 
ds ; but it is not from thence to be concluded, that they 
engaged in any Intereſt ſeparate from us. They were no 
ay concerned in the Affair of Poland, no more than we; 
their Barrier was ſecured, and the Balance of Power not 
ought in any Danger, they had good Reaſon to think 
hemſelves no way concerned in the War; the firft they 
rovided for by their Treaty of Neutrality, and the laſt 
duld be in no Danger, as long as the Parties engaged in 
ar confined their Views to what they then publickly de- 
fared ; but if either of them ſhould begin to extend their 
iews, and thereby bring the Balance of Power into Dan- 
er, the Dutch would be then at Liberty, and would cer- 
unly do what was incumbent upon them in ſuch a Con- 
uncture ; and till that Conjuncture happens, we can have 
d more Concern in the War than they: Nay farther, 
the concluding of that Treaty of Neutrality, fo careful 
ere the Dutch to preſerve to themſelves a Liberty of do- 
s afterwards what they ſhould find proper; that by an 
D 2 exprets 
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anno 8. Geo. u. expreſs Proviſion in the Treaty, they have reſerved to t 
13435  , ſelves a Power of ſending the ſtipulated Succours to 

Emperor, in caſe they ſhould find it neceſſary ſo to do. 
Thus, Sir, it appears that the Dutch are ſo far 
having fallen into any Meaſures ſeparate from us, that tl 
have continued a heayy Charge upon themſelves, in order 
2 ready to join with us in any Meaſure that may hereaſte 
ppear neceſſary, for preſerving the Balance of Power in 
— 5 ; and for that Reaſon, as well as a great many othili 
I think it is incumbent upon us to put ourſelves in ſuch z 
Condition, as may enable us to act that Part which Great B 
tain ought to undertake, in the glorious Cauſe of preſerving 
and ſecuring the Liberties of Europe. 
In Oppoſition to the above Motion, and to ſhew the Suf 
Sir J. Barnard, ficiency of 20,000 Men for the Sea-Service, Sir John Bar 
2 W. Wyndham. nard, Sir William Wyndham, Mr William Pulteney, Sir Jo. 
Jekyll. ſeph Jekyll, and Mr Willimot, Member for London, urged 
Mer Willis, lowing Arguments, 
Mr Speaker, 
I believe it was never pretended to be laid town 
a Maxim in this Houſe, that, in order to induce us to agree 
to the Nemands made by the Crown, the King was 6 
bliged to diſcloſe to us all "the Secrets of his Government; 
but when we are to la ay heavy Taxes upon the People we 
_ repreſent, 1 muſt think ſome other Reaſons ought to be given 
us than thoſe we meet with in Publick Gazettes, and com- 
mon News-Papers ; ſuch Accounts I ſhall always think be- 
low the Notice of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons; but fipc 
we have at preſent none other before us, I ſhall condeſcend, 
or rather beg Leave, to argue from ſuch Informations, 
well as the Gentlemen who ſeem to differ from me in Op- 
nion: However, I hope this Practice will not be drawn int 
Precedent, for I ſhall always think it inconfiſtent with the 
Honour of this Houſe, and with the Duty we owe to our 
Conſtituents; we ought never to ground our *** upon 
any Informations, but ſuch as we receive directiy from the 
Throne, or ſuch as are laid before us in the moſt ſolemn Man- 
ner; and if in any Caſe we ought to be cautious in thi 
Reſpect, it ought ſurely to be in Matters, which may any 
way relate to the mir, Fas e Subject with Taxes. 

* As no Account has laid before us of any of our late 
Treaties or Negotiations ; as we have had no Account hoy 
this Nation ſtands engaged, with Reſpect to either of t 
Parties now at War, it is certain, that the Argument now 
before us mult be taken up intirely upon the Footing of hi 
Majeſty's Speech, and of thoſe publick Accounts, which 
every Man knows who is a Member of any Coffee-hoult 
Club, as well as every Gentleman who has the Honour 1 
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peech, we there find 
ny way but by his ) 8 
nces at preſent ſubfiſting in Europe: From his Majeſty's 
peech it cannot therefore be pretended, that we are now in 
y greater Danger than we were laſt Vear, unleſs theſe good 
fices have been employed in ſuch a blundering way, by 
ole his Majefty has entruſted, as to make us Parties in the 
Diſpute, which I hope no Man in the leaft ſuſpects; and 
erefore, from his Majeſty's Speech, there cannot be drawn 
ny Show of an Argument for the Augmentation propoſed. 

© The Argument then, Sir, muſt reſt wholly upon the 
\ccounts we have from publick Gazettes and News-mon- 
ers; and if any Credit can be given to ſuch Informations, 
muſt now think, as indeed I have always thought, that 
0,000 Seamen were more than ſufficient for the Service of 
is Nation laſt Year ; —— ing that thoſe from 
hom we have ing to Sea, were then deepl 
ngaged in War, it . not be ſuppoſed that they — 
125 or invade us, unleſs they had found that we were to 
we engaged againſt them, I ſhall grant, that it would 
ave been very much for the Intereſt of France to have 
ad this Nation join with them; but conſidering the great 
tanding Army we then had in Britain and Ireland, conſi- 
ering the Number of Ships we then had in Commiſſion, 
d conſidering how generally well affected this Nation is to 
he preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, can we ſuppoſe that France 
ould have attempted to overturn our Government with a 
Squadron of 18 or 20 Men of War, and an Army of 4 or 
Regiments ; when by making ſuch Attempt, and failing in 
, they would have drawn the higheſt Reſentment of this 
ation upon themſelves ; and that at a Time when they 
ere deeply engaged in War with another Power, and when 
| ithout fuck a Provocation they had, in all Appearance, no- 
8 to fear from this Nation? Apprehenſions founded up- 
n ſuch odd Suppoſitions can never be wanting; and if this 
ouſe ſhould give way to ſuch Apprehenſions, we muſt ne- 
er expect to be relieved from the Load of Debts and Taxes 
ve now groan under. 

But, Sir, we had the laſt Year ſo little Reaſon to fear 
hat France had any Deſign againſt us, that it was certain, 
heir Fleet which was fitted out at Breſt, was at firſt de- 
gned for the Relief of Dantzick, and would probably have 
ailed thither time enough to have prevented the Ruin of 
nat trading Proteſtant City, if it had not been for our ex- 
aordinary, and, I think, unneceſſary Armaments in Bri- 
ain. The honourable Gentleman took Notice, that the 
prelt Fleet did not go to Dantzick, and ſeemed from thence 
to 
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bdaut it is very well known, that it was our Preparations that 


Reaſon to imagine, that we were putting ourſelves to ſuch a 


| ( 30 ) © 1 Ll 
to infinuate, that it was deſigned againſt this Country, 
the Deſign had not been prevented by our Preparations ; 


prevented that ' Fleet's ſailing to Dantzick, as it was really 
deſigned ; it is very well known, that Spain imagined our 
Fleet was deſigned for the Mediterranean, in order to pre- 
vent their Expedition againſt Naples and Sicily, and there- 
fore they inſiſted upon it, that the French Fleet ſhould 
remain at Breſt, in order to watch the Motions of the Fleet. 
we were fitting out. This, Sir, was, I believe, the true 
and the only Reaſon why that Fleet did not fail to the Re- 
lief of Dantzick ; but this was not the only Effect of our 
voting 20,000 Men for Sea-Service : Neither France no 
Spain could imagine, nor could they, I think, have any 


vaſt Expence, for no otfier End but to make a Show at 
Spithead or in the Downs ; they both began very reaſonably 
to ſuſpect, that we had ſome Deſign againſt them; and, up- 
on this Account they both began to add to their Naval Pre- 
parations : This again we find, increaſed our Jealouſies and 
Fears, and produced that memorable Vote of Credit, with 
which the laſt Parliament, I may ſay, expired; and, in Pur- 
ſuance of that Vote of Credit, we are now told, this Nation 
has been charged with maintaining 7000 idle Seamen, beſides 
the 20,000 voted laſt Seſſion of Parliament: Thus one unne- 
ceſſary Expence produc d another, and both are now join'd to- 
gether, not only to be continu'd, but alſo to produce a third. 

* However, Sir, though I am till of Opinion, that 20,000 
Men was a Number much greater than was neceſſary for the 
Service of laſt Year, yet I ſhall not propoſe to leſſen that 
Number for the Year enſuing ; but I am really ſurpriſed to 
hear an Augmentation of one half of that Number called 
for, and that withoat his Majeſty's having ſignified to us, 
either in his Speech or by a particular Meſſage, that ſome 
Deſigns were hatching againſt this Nation in particular, or Wee 
againſt the Liberties of Europe in general. His Majeſty 
having made an Addition laſt Year of 5000 Men, by Vir- 
tue of the Powers granted to him laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
cannot be any Argument with me, as a Member of this 
Houſe, for continuing that Number, unleſs his Majeſty had or 


been pleaſed to communicate his Reaſon for making that ate 


Addition: As his Majeſty has not been pleaſed to do fo, 


and as I am of Opinion that 20,000 was too great a Number, 
I muſt conſequently be more ſtrongly convinced that 27,000 
was too great a Number; and as I cannot ſee that we are 
in any greater Danger this Year than we were the laſt, I 
muſt therefore be againſt loading my Conſtituents with main 


taining that additional Number for the Year enſuing. ; 
11 
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pntinued their Ships of War in Commiſſion ; but if we can 
ly upon publick News-Papers, and theſe, it ſeems, are 
he only Accounts we are to have, the French have dif- 
tifſed all or moſt of the Seamen belonging to their Breſt 
quadron; and neither they nor the Spaniards are making 
ay extraordinary Naval Preparations, nor are they _ 
ut any conſiderable Squadron at any Port in either of th 

Lingdoms ; ſo that we have this Year really leſs Reaſon to 
pprehend any Danger by Sea, than we had the laſt ; be- 
auſe it cannot now be ſaid, that a foreign Squadron, with 
Land-Army on Board, is to paſs by our very Doors: 


nor hey may perhaps have a little more Command over their 
any eamen than we have, tho' I cannot allow they have 
ch a great deal, conſidering our Method of Prefling ; but it is 
v at ot poſſible for both theſe Nations joined together, to fit 
ably ut a Fleet, ſuddenly and privately, ſtronger than any we 
up- an ſend againſt it, as long as we have 20,000 Seamen in 
Pre- ual Service; for it is very well known that if a Man of 
and ar has two Thirds Sailors on Board, and another Third 


and-Men, ſhe is always ſufficiently manned, either for 
ailing or — ſo that from a hot Preſs among our 


tion oaſters, Colliers and Inland Trade, we could in a very 
ſides ev Y Days increaſe the Number of Men on Board our Ships 
nne- f War to 40,000 at leaſt, which is a greater Number than 
toe ever had Occaſion for during the laſt heavy War, 32,000 
ird. amen and 8000 Marines being the greateſt Number that 
,000 as ever provided in any one Year during that War. 

. Whether the Motives for the preſent War relate entirely 

t 


D the Affair of Poland, or whether we had any Concern 
that Affair, is what I ſhall not, Sir, take upon me to 
etermine ; but I think it is pretty plain, that the Motives 


| us, f the Kings of Spain and Sardinia could not any way re- 
ome ate to the Affair of Poland; their Motives certainly pro- 
, or Weeded chiefly from ſome late Tranſactions between the ol 
jelly Weror and them, in which, I believe, we had ſome Concern : 
Vir- ad even with reſpe& to the Affair of Poland, if we give 
ent, redit to common Reports, which are the only Grounds 
this f our preſent Debate, we had ſome Concern in that too; 
had or it has been confidently reported, that when Auguſtus, 


ate King of Poland, was firſt taken ill, which was a Year 
pr two before his Death, the French Court, with which 
e were then in very good Terms, defired to know of us, 
hom we inclined to have for Succeſſor to Auguſtus, as 
ding of Poland; that we did not then give them any poſi- 
ve Anſwer, but told them negatively, we did not incline 
at any German Prince ſhould be raiſed to that Dignity ; 
ad that ſame Time after there were poſitive —— 
ent- 


© Tt may be true, that the French and Spaniards have anos. c l. 
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32 
a ſent to our Miniſter in Poland, ded 
ny Miniſter, in bringing about the Election of King Staniſlaws 
| "IO is only a common Report, and therefore I f 


upon me to aver the Truth of it 3 but as 
Letters and Inſtructions ſent upon that Occaſion to our M 
\ niſter in Poland, were moved for in laſt Parliament, tho? 
Negative was then put upon it, I hope it will hereafter 
complied with, in order to clear our Conduct ny 
Imputation. 

* To deprive our Neighbours of all Hopes of u 
any of their ambitious Views, is, without doubt, the m 
effectual Way to prevent their forming any ſuch, or at le 
their attempting to put them in Execution 3 but how is thi 
to be done, Sir? It is to be done by a wiſe and frugal M 
nagement of our Affairs in Times of no Danger, by avoit 
ing all Occaſions of needleſs Expence, and by reſerving « 
whole Strength for the Day of real Danger: Our Ships of 
War may ſoon be fitted out, our Armies may ſoon be raiſe 
and brought into the Field, if we have but Money enot 
for theſe Purpoſes ; but if we have thrown away our Ir 
upon idle and unneceſſary Armaments ; if, by vain Feat 
and ridiculous Apprehenſions, we have run ourſelves in De 
or neglected to clear thoſe Mortgages our former Misfe 
tunes had ſubjected us to, our ambitious Neighbours wil 
look upon us with Contempt, and will certainly conch 
that it is not in our Power to put a Stop to their ambition 
Deſigns. In this View, Sir, is it not evident, that thi 
more Money we ſpend in unneceſſary Armaments, and | 
fore the Danger calls upon us, the leſs able we ſhall be t 
deprive our Neighbours of the Hopes of Succeſs in any d 
their ambitious Projects? Neither this Nation nor the Li 
berties of Europe are, at preſent, in any apparent and it 
mediate Danger, but a Time may come, a Conjuncture n 
happen, when we, and perhaps the greateſt Part of the 

World. will be neceſſarily involved in a moſt dangerous and 
a moſt bloody War : If the preſent Emperor ſhould die be 
fore the Affairs of Germany are fully ſettled, may not e 
Gentleman foreſee what mull be the Conſequences ? 
Princes of the Empire all tearing one another to r_ 
and every one of its Neighbours endeavouring to take | 
of ſome Part of the Auſtrian Dominions : The Turks ub 
tacking it on one Side, the French attacking it on the othey 
and the Balance of Power in Danger of being loſt, let what 
ever Side be the Conqueror. This, Sir, is an Event thi 
may happen, I hope it never will, but as it is poſſible, we 
ought to provide againſt it ; and for that Reaſon we e 
not to exhauſt the Money and the Strength of the Natit 


in needleſs Expences or unneceſſary n W 
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roviſion, that his Acceptance ſhou 
affing from thoſe Succours, which he inſiſted on we were 
bliged to furniſh him, by the Treaties now ſubſiſting be- 
een us: And the Allies have likewiſe made their Acc 

tion conditional; for they have accepted of our Ok. 
s under this expreſs Condition, that we ſhoulc 
utral, with reſpe&t 
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* 


Parliament were neceſſary, for producing ſuch limited 
cceptations ? Can any Man doubt but that we ſhould have 
btained ſuch an Acceptation of our good Offices, tho* no 
ich Preparations had ever been made, tho' no "ſuch Powers 
ad ever been granted ? But even ſuppoſing that this Ac- 
ptation was produced by the warlike Preparations we made 
t Year, muſt not every Man agree, that this conditional 
mited Acceptation has coſt us a terrible Price, when he 
pnfiders, that it has coſt this Nation at lea a Million Ster- 
ag: And if the Plan we are to offer, in Purſuance of this 
cceptation, ſhould at laſt be rejected, what Benefit, what 
3 can we receive from the Expences we have put our- 
ves to ? | The + 
* For our Encouragement to go on with theſe peaceful 
reparations, we are told, Sir, 2 the Dutch have joined 
drdially with us in all our Meaſures: This Aſſertion, 
ir, I am ſwpriz'd at; it really amazes me. How far 
You. IV. E they 
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Anne 8. Geo. Ul. they have jainad wich ws in the Tender of 
— in in concertnge. The for e Paciflenion, X 
| determine: In this they may per E 
a little, becauſe it coſt them nothing ; and 
excuſe themſelves in caſe the Plan ſhould 
ta either of the Parties concerned; but 
themſelves to the ſame Expence we have done, 
- have put themſelves to any Expence on account of pre 
'( ſent War, cannot ſurely with any Juſtice be pretended. 'T 
1 tell us, that juſt before the War broke out, one, or perhay 
1 two, of the ſeven united Provinces had come to a Reſolutic 
to reduce 10,000 Men, and to conclude from thence thai 
20,000 would certainly have been reduced, if the War h 
not broke out, n rr Ir 
of Reaſoning to every Man who y Thing 
the- Conſtitution of that Republick : By their Conflit or 
every one of the ſeven Provinces muſt have conſented, before 
that Reſolution could have taken Effet ; and tho' the Inte 
rior Provinces, who lie remote from Danger, were perhay 
for that Reduction, yet the Frontier Provinces, whoſe ot 
Defence ſudden Invaſions conſiſts in the Multitude d 
their fortiied Towns, the Strength of their Fortification 
and the Numbers of Men in the ſeveral Garriſons, wot 
never have conſented to ſuch a Reduction; fo that the Reſc 
lution taken by one Province would probably have been 1 
no Effect, even as to the 10,000 ; but to argue from thene 
that they would certainly have reduced another 10,000, 1 
really ſuch Reaſoning as I am amazed to hear in this Houſe 
It really looks as if ſome Gentlemen ht, we wanter: 
. ve a Mind t 
Peckeris true the Dutch did. immediately after the Peace a 
Utrecht, reduce their Army to about 32,000 Men ; but at 
that Time they knew, that all the Kingdoms and States i 
Europe were ſick of War; they could eafily foreſee, or at 
deaſt they thought ſo, that there was not the leaſt Danger o 
any Rupture for ſeveral Years to come; and therefore ti 
Frontier Provinces then eaſily conſented to that great Re 
duction: But conſidering the vaſt extenſive Frontier they! 
to guard, and the Multitude of Garriſons they are obliged i 
rr as well as in the Barrier: 
Towns have in the Auſtrian Netherlands, ſuch a ſmall 
Number o regular Troops is almoſt at all Times inconſiſtent 
with the Safety of their State; and moreover it is, and ak 
ways was, inconſiſtent with, and contrary to, the Treaties 
and Alliances they have both with the Emperor and ws. 
Accordingly, „ 
at that Tims of the great Reduction they had made 


. — — < Saws A * * 
— - - 
, 
* = 


x 
* 


8 ooo. . Ree 4. — 
„ e 22 © * = 


. — 
- — ” — - — 1 
— —ͤů — 2" 
* 
— — „ 
— 
* 


wa — — 
* 


# 


S 7 3-5 
a — 


r 
E 


. p — 
22 W 1 7. * Fg © 
een 


= 
3 


P 


— — - 


9 
— 


"5 Ig 7a] 
34 AS DI BY: 
a +. 524 


-- 
2 


or, by Tre, ps chm 
aa ph open 


thy at all Times a ſufficient "Doty 
that if they ſhould make * 


to 
p the Payment of that Subſidy. | 

Upon the Whole we maſt conclude, that if the Dutch 
d made any Reduction in their Army, and 
o Reductions talked of by the honourable Gentleman, / 
would have acted contrary to the Treaties ſubfiſting be: 
een them and their Allies, and i with the | 4 
ety of their Country ; therefore we ought certainly to 1 7 
ſume that all the ſeven Provinces would never have con- 3 
ited to it, tho" no War had broke out ; and I am apt to , 
ieve the Reſolution talked of, which was a Reſolution of 4 
Province of Holland only, was a Piece of meer P _ 

thout any Deſign that the Reninuion T_ued Way | 


© Thus, Sir, I have, I think, made it evident, that the | _— 
tch have put themſelyes to no Expence on account of the : 
ar, no, not even in the Senſe the honourable Gentleman | 
; pleaſed to infiſt on; and indeed they have nat, of late, 

med to join cordially with us in any Thing but good Offi- 

s, which they are ſure can neither put them to any Ex- 

nce, nor do them any other Injury. Their Treaty o Neu- 

ality, it is certain, they 1 

Participation; and, I believe, without our Privi 

4 cho they have reſerved a Power of ſending the i b 

Succours to the Emperor, yet that does not much alter 


IEEE 


Ae e Caſc, if we confider what is meant by theſe Succours. 

ier * The Succours there meant are thoſe ſtipulated by the 

e Treaty of Vienna, in which we, tis true, got them ; 
tent ed princi ing Parties ; but this to me ſeems 

| ol have been nothing but a poor Expedient, contrived by 

1eme of the Miniſters concerned in that Negotiation, on 

as rpoſe to make the World believe, that we did nothing 

ein Concert with our ancient and natural Allies the Dutch: 

rr in the negotiating and concl of that Treaty, they 

ths sf fr rom ang conlially, or in Concert yith wth 
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Treaty; and had thereby obliged ourſelves to 3 the 
— Sanction, toi: wes. it was with great Difh- 
culty they were, after a long Negotiation, brought in to ac- 
cede to that Treaty, tho' we had then a noble Lord at the 
Hague as our Miniſter, who was as able a Miniſter, and as 
good a Negotiator as any we ever had in. any Part of Eu- 
rope: And even at laſt they were. very far from coming 
plumb into that Treaty or Guaranty ; for the Succours they 
then ſtipulated were then limited to 4000 Foat and 1000 
Horſe, or a Number of Ships in 27 to that Number 
of Troops, at their own Option; ſo that we may believe 
the French gave themſelves very little Trouble about admit- 
ting that Reſerve in the Treaty of Neutrality, afterwards 
concluded between them and the Dutch. 

* Nay, farther, Sir, notwithſtanding this limited Manner 
of the Dutch Acceſſion to the Treaty of Vienna, yet fo 
clearly did they foreſce the Conſequences of that Treaty; 
that the very next Day after the Acceſſion was figned, their 
Penſionary came to that noble Lord, who was then, as I have 
ſaid, our Miniſter at the Hague, and propoſed to him, to 
enter with us into a Treaty of Neuttality, not only with 
reſpe& to Flanders, but alſo with refpe& to ſeveral other 
Countries in Europe, about which Diſputes might ariſe, 
And, I ſuppoſe, upon our neglecting or refuſing that Propo- 
ſition, they afterwards reſolved upon the Treaty of Neutra- 
lity with France, and concluded it without letting us into 
the Secret. Thus, Sir, the Dutch have, in all their late 
Negotiations, taken particular Care of their own Security; 
without rafhly diſobliging any Power in Europe; whereas 
we, by our haſty and inconſiderate Concluſion of the Treaty 
of Hanover, and the Meaſures thereafter purſued, diſobli- 
ged both the Emperor and Spain, without gaining one Ad- 
yantage to ourſelves. By the Treaty of Seville, by which 
we endeavoured to reconcile ourſelves to Spain, we ſtill far- 
ther diſobliged the Emperor, without obtaining any Advan- 
tage to ourſelves, or even Satisfaction from Spain for the 
Depredations committed upon us. And by the Treaty of Vi- 
enna we again diſobliged Spain, and highly affronted France, 
ſtill without obtaining any Advantage for this Nation, but 
on the contrary engaging in a very dangerous Guarantee: 
This, indeed, neither France nor any other Power had Rez- 
ſon to be angry at, but France had ſome Reaſon to be af- 
fronted at the Manner in which it was done ; becauſe by the 
Treaty of Hanover, in which France and we were the two 
principal contracting Parties, both were expreſly obliged to 
enter into no Negotiation or Treaty, without communicat- 
ing the ſame to the other, 
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having reduced $000 Men out of the 26,000 our Army was 
increaſed to after the late famous Treaty of Hanover, he 
ſcems to think, that this Nation is always to be loaded with 
an Army of 18,000 atleaſt, even in the Times of the 

Tranquility. But I muſt beg his Pardon for obſerving, that 
in a Time of profound Tranquility, an Army of 7 or 8000 
Men is not only ſufficient, but as great as ought to be kept up 
in this Nation, if we have a Mind to preſerve our Liberties ; 
and therefore I muſt conclude, that if this War had not 


broke out, we ſhould certainly have reduced 10,000 of our 


| Troops laſt Year : For it is as much inconſiſtent with 
the Safety cf this Nation to keep up more than 8000 in Time 
of Peace, as it is inconſiſtent with the Safety of the Dutch 
to keep leſs than 52,000 ; becauſe we have no Frontier to 
nor any Garriſon to ſupport : There can be no Rea- 
ſon 
of Peace, unleſs it be to — a hated Miniſter againſt the 
Reſentments of an injured People, which I hope will never 
be the Caſe of this Nation : But if ever it ſhould, I am ſure 
it would then be ridiculous ro call ourſelves a free People. 
In this View, Sir, let us conſider the Charges we have been 
at on account of the preſent War ; we have been at the 
Charge of this 10,000 Land- Forces, which we might othes- 
wiſe have reduced ; we have been at the Charge of 6 or 
7000 Land-Forces which have been added to our former 
Number ; and if we have at preſent 27,000 Seamen in our 
Pay, we have been at the Charge of adding no leſs than 
19,000 Men to our Naval Force. So that if it were true, 
that the Dutch have kept up 20,000 Men, which they in- 
tended to have reduced, yet the they have been 
at would not be equal to what we have been at, nor could it 
be any Argament for the Augmentation now propoſed ; be- 
cauſe it is not ſo much as pretended, that the Dutch intend 
to put themſelves ro any greater Charge for the Year enſu- 
ing, than they were at in the Year paſt : And therefore I 
muſt think the honourable Gentlemen, who are for the Aug- 
mentation propoſed, would have done better not to have 
mentioned the Dutch in this Day's Debate; for let them 
put the Conduct of the Dutch in what Light they will, it 
can no way anſwer the preſent Purpoſe. 

* As for that beer | Queſtion, Whether or no we ought 
to engage in the preſent War ? It is indeed a material Que- 
ſton ; but, Sir, it is a Queſtion which no Gentleman in this 
Houſe, nor any Man in the Nation can anſwer, without be- 
ing let into the Secret of all our late Treaties and Negotia- 
tions. Thus much I ſhall ſay, that conſidering the melan- 


choly Situation of this Country, the great Load of _ 
- an 


for our keeping up any greater Number in Time 


. 


From what the honourable Gentleman ſaid, about our Anno 8. Neo, 11. 
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Anne 8. Geo. 11. and the heavy Taxes we already groan under, it is certain — 
vo ought not to involve ourſelves in War, but in a Caſe of or 
| the extremeſt Neceſſity; and 'till that happens I am very late 
ſure, that every Article of Expence ought to be moſt cauti-' for 
ouſly avoided, that we may be the more able to ſupport a inti 
War, when fatal Neceſſity drives us into it whether we will fore 
or no. If neither the Liberties of Europe in general, nor the 
Intereſt of this Nation in particular, be in Danger by the 
preſent War, we have already gone too far ; for, beſides the 
great Expence we have put ourſelves to, the great Prepara- 
tions we have made may diſappoint and prevent the Effect of 
thoſe good Offices, his Majeſty is employing for reſtoring the 
Peace of Europe ; becauſe they may give one Side Reaſon 
to hope that we are to join with them, which will of courſe 
prevent their hearkening to thoſe Terms of Peace they would 
otherwiſe have been glad to have accepted of ; or they may 
give a Jealouſy to the other Side that we are to join againſt 
them, which will of courſe make them ſuſpect every Thing 
we can propoſe, for bringing about an Accommodation. 
* Beſides theſe Diſadvantages, Sir, it is certain, that the 
great Naval Equipment we made laſt Year, put a very great 
Damp to our Trade, and gave all our Neighbours, but 
more particularly the Dutch, a very great Advantage over 
we us: It is true, we exported a great Quantity of Corn laſt 
Summer, but that was owing to the Situation and Circum- 
ſtances of our Country, and not at all to our Management : 
For while our Merchants were paying double Freights for 
Ships, and double Wages to Seamen, the Dutch, the Ham- 
burghers, and all other Rivals in Trade, were carrying on 
their Trade at the uſual Rates ; which gave them a great' 
Advantage in every Branch of Trade, more particularly in 
the Corn-Trade, where the uſual Freight bears ſuch a great 
Proportion to the prime Coſt: Nay, ſuch a Scarcity was 
there at laſt of Seamen in this Kingdom, that our Mer- 
chants could not really get Ships to carry out the Cargoes 
of Corn which they had ready to have been exported ; and 
while a Stop was thus put to our Exportation, the Dutch 
and others, who had by this Time got an Account of the 
Demand, ſent out their Ships, and glutted the Markets for 
Corn, both in Spain and Portugal as well as in Italy. 80 
that .if we had not made ſuch a great Naval Equipment, it 
is certain a much greater Quantity of our Corn would have 
been exported than really was. 

But if the Balance of Power in Europe, or the particu- 
| lar Intereſt of this Nation, was really in Danger, furely, 
| Sir, we ought to have engaged at firſt ; we ought not ſurely 
| to wait till thoſe, whoſe Intereſt it is to join with us in the 

Defence of either, be ſo far diſabled as to be rendered a 
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ble either to aſſiſt us, or to defend themſelves, As to the 

icular Intereſt of this Nation, whether it be -in Danger 
or not from the preſent War, muſt entirely depend upon our 
late Negotiations ; and therefore it is, at preſent, im 
for me to form any Judgment in that Reſpect, becauſe I am 
intirely ignorant of our. Situation, ſo far as relates to our 
foreign Aﬀairs : But from our not having joined in the Be- 
ginning of the War, I muſt conclude, that the particular 
Intereſt of this Nation is no way concerned 1n it ; and there- 
fore I muſt think it was quite unneceſſary to put ourſelves 
to any Charges on that Account. 

As for the Balance of Power, it ought certainly to be 
preſerved : In this, Sir, all the other Princes and States of 
Europe are as much, nay, more nearly concerned than we; 
therefore they ought to bear their Share in the Expence, 
and will certainly do ſo when they find it neceſſary. But 
if, upon this Pretence, we run ourſelves headlong into every 
Broil that happens in Europe, the Dutch, as well as the 
reſt, will very probably leave the whole Charge upon us : 
They will negle& providing in Time even for their own De- 
he fence, when they find us ſuch Dupes as to be ready, upon 
at all Occaſions, to make that Proviſion for them. Whether 
ut our late Preparations have given them any Ground to think 
er Wo, I ſhall not pretend to determine; but as I look upon the 
Dutch to be a very wiſe _ I muſt either conclude that 


n- hey think ſo, in which Caſe we ought not, by any new 
t: Augmentation, ta encourage them in that Opinion; or I 
or muſt conclude, that the Balance of Power is not in any Dan- 


ger: For though it could be ſuppoſed that the chief Magi- 
trates in Holland were inclined to ſacrifice the Intereſt, or 
the Safety of their Country, to their own Safeties, or their 
own little private Views ; yet, if the Balance of Power were 
in any Danger, the People would force them to join in the 
ar. The Magiſtrates of that Republick are not protected 


er- ither by Riot-Acts, or by regular Troops quarter'd in the 
"es ery Bowels of their Country ; and therefore the People 
nd right and certainly would force them to do their Duty, or 
ch ould maſſacre them as they have done heretofore : For this 


Reaſon I am inclined to think, that the Balance of Power is 
ot yet in any Danger, and if the Balance of Power be as 
yet in no Danger, nor the particular Intereſt of this Nation 
n any Danger, there was no Occaſion for our being at any 
xpence on account of the preſent War; much leſs is there 
any Occaſion for our putting ourſewes to the Expence of 
he Augmentation propoſed ; for which Reaſon I muſt be 
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ely To this it was replied by the Members, who were for the 
the lotion for 30,000 Men, as follows, | 
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will give me Leave to make a few Remarks upon 
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Sir, 


« Gentlemen have of fate fallen into a Method of de 
parting from the Curtin in Hand, and throwing out 4 
great many Things way relating to the Subject they ſpeak 
to. * Deſign to make an Im. 
preſſion upon that hear them 3 and conſcious that they 
cannot convince by Reaſon, they endeavour to perſuade 
by Oratory, and by florid Expreſſions no way to 
the Affair in Diſpute. Tho? it be other hp rm, 
them in theſe Deviations, yet, as ſuch Things 8 not 
to paſs without ſome Sort of Anſwer, I hope the FO 
Things that have been faid, notwithſtanding their havi 
no Relation to the Affair now before us; but firſt I 
endeavour to ſpeak to the Queſtion in Hand. The only 
proper Queſlion now before us, Sir, I take to be, What y 
the Number of Seamen neceſſary for the Security of this 
Nation during the enſuing Year ? Which is a Queſcion that, 
in my Opinion, no way relates to our paſt Conduct, to the 
Conduct of any of our Allies, nor to the Queſtion, whether 
or no we ought to take a Share in the preſent War ? 

* With relation to the Queſtion now before us, his Ma- 
jeſty has given us, from the Throne, all the Information 
that is proper or neceſſary, and all the Information that can, 
I think, be defired by any Man who wiſhes well to his 
Country. He told us at the Beginning of laſt Seffion of 
Parliament, that he was no way engaged in the preſent War, 
nor had any Part, ex by his good Offices, in thoſe 
Tranſactions, which had declared to be the Cauſes and 
Motives of it : But that he could not fit regardleſs of the 
Events of this War, nor could he be unconcerned for the 
future Conſequences of it; and I am ſure no Man, who 
has a Regard to the Welfare of this Nation, or to the Se- 
curity of his Majeſty's Perſon and Government, can defur 
he ſhould. At the Beginning of this Seſſion his Majeſty told 
us, that he is not yet any farther engaged, than by em- 
ploying his good Offices, in Conjunction with the Dutch, far 
reſtoring the Peace of Europe ; but that his good Offices 
have not as yet had the defired Effect: We are therefore in 
the preſent Queſtion to ſuppoſe, that this Nation is not a 
yet any way engaged in the War; but, as his Majeſty has 
told us, the bad Conſequences, that may ariſe and 08 
by the War's being carried on, are obvious; and they ought 
certainly to be provided againſt, let the Charge be what it 
will. Where Facts are notoriouſly known to the whole 
World, where Conſequences are obvious to every Man of 
common Capacity, ſurely Gentlemen do not expect that hs 
Majeſty, exther in his Speech, or by particular — 


( 4r ) | | 
ſhould give this Houſe a long and particular Detail of ſuch Annes. Geo. 11, 
Facts or of ſuch Conſequences ; the bare Mention of them — 
is enough, and that his Majeſty has ſufficiently done, both 
at the Beginning of the laſt, and at the Beginning of the 
ſent Seffiort of Parliament. | 

The Balance of Power in Europe may perhaps not be 
as yet in Danger : Nay, Sir, we are to ſuppoſe it is not it 
Danger; for if it were, his Majeſty would certainly have 
acquainted his Parliament with it, and we ſhould have been 
how providing for a vigorous War, inſtead of providing only 
for our Security and Defence. Both Parties as yet profeſs 
their fincere Diſpoſition to put an End to the preſent 
Troubles, upon honourable and ſolid Terms, and theſe Pro- 
feſſions may at preſent be truly ſincere ; but the Events of 
War may make them alter their Profeſſions, or may render 
their Profeſſions infincere ; and theſe Events may be fo ſud- 
den and ſo extraordinary, that without our joining imme- 
diately in the War, one of the Parties engaged may be ut- 
terly undone : Two or three ſignal and entire Victories 
might, in a few Months, have ſuch Conſequences, as might 
put it out of our Power to telieve the _ conquered, or 
to tem the Torrent of Succeſs on the Side of the Conqueror. 
And I am ſure it cannot be pretended, that in a few Months 
we could raiſe and diſcipline ſuch Armies, and fit out ſuch 
Fleets, as would be neceſſary, both for the Defence of our 
own Dominions, and for aſſiſting effectually the Party in 
Danger of being quite undone : Armies, tis true, may be 
ſoon raiſed ; but according to the exact Diſcipline now ob- 
ſerved, it requires many Months befote thoſe Armies can be 
made fit for Service, or proper to engage againſt an 
Army of veteran well-diſciplin'd Troops. I ſhall likewiſe 
t, that our Ships of War may be manned with one 
hird Land-Men or Marines, but even theſe Land-Men or 
Marines muſt be ſome Time on Board, before they can 
either know or perform their Duty in the fighting of a Ship; 
for, I believe, a Man of War, with a third Part of her Men 
juſt taken from the Plough, would make but a poor Figure 
againſt a Ship of equal Force, provided with able Sailors 
and well diſciplined Marines. For this Reaſon, Sir, when 
the Affairs of Europe are brought to ſuch a Criſis, that an 
unlucky Accident may render it abſolutely neceſſary for us 
to engage immediately, and without Delay, in the War, I 
muſt think it is incumbent upon us to provide in Time, in 
order to have a ſufficient Number of well-diſciplined Men, 
both for Sea and Land-Service, fo ready and ſo much at 
Command, as to enable us to perform immediately that Part, 
which a ſudden Emergency may make requiſite, both for 
our own Safety and the Safety of Europe ; and this cannot 
You. IV. F be 
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Anno 8, Geo. 11. be done but by Augmentations ſeaſonably made, both to our 
len and Armies. . 
As the Preſervation of the Balance of Power is of ſo 
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much Conſequence to this Nation, and fo intimately con- 
need with our Safety, it is very certain, that whatever 
Power in Europe may project the overturning of that Ba- 
lance, that Power muſt expect to have Great Britain for her 
Enemy, as ſoon as her Project comes to be diſcover'd : We 
may therefore be aſſured, * when any one of the Powen 
of — begins to entertain ſuch ambitious View, they 
will of courſe endeavour to make a Diverſion, by invading 
this Iſland ; and this they will the more readily attempt, be- 
cauſe we have always a ſtrong Party among us, who are 
ready to ſecond any foreign Attempts, for the Accompliſh- 
ment of their own ſelfiſh Views, eſpecially if at any Time 
they find us not properly provided for our own Defence. 
Becauſe one of our neighbouring Powers . is engaged in War 
with another, we are not from thence to conclude, that 
neither of them will make any Attempts upon this Iſland ; 
for if either of the Parties engaged in War has really a 
Deſign to overturn the Balance of Power, they will certainly 
conceal that Deſign, and endeavour to cover it with-Pro- 
ſeſſions of Juſtice and Moderation as long as they can: But 
when they find they can conceal it no longer, when they 
find that we begin to ſmoke what they aim at, can we be- 
lieve they will wait till we attack them, or join with 
their Enemies againſt them ? On the contrary, ought we 
not to expect that they will endeavour to divert us, by 
giving us ſome Buſineſs at Home? and how do we or can 
we know but this may be the Caſe at preſent ? Ought not 
we therefore to provide againſt ſuch Attempts in Time, that 
we may be at Liberty to do our Duty, when we find the 
Balance of Power is really ſtruck at ? | 
Gentlemen cannot, it ſeems, diſtinguiſh, or at leaſt, Sir, 
I find they will not diſtinguiſh between thoſe Events which 
might have happened, and Events which, by Care 
and Precaution, were perhaps prevented: If by not pro- 
viding in Time for our Defence, ſome ſignal Misfortune 
ſhould happen to the Nation, ſuch Men would then have a 
juit Reafon for finding Fault with thoſe employed in the 
Adminiſtration. And if any ſuch Thing had lately happened, 
I do not doubt but that it would have been propagated with 
great Induſtry, that our Surprize was — owing to the 
two blundering Brothers; but when all ſuch Accidents are 
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prevented by the prudent Meaſures that have been purſued, . 
and by making ſeaſonable and proper Proviſions for our De- fo 
fence, then it is pretended we never were in any Danger; pe 


and from thence they take Occaſion to find Fault with the 
| Expences 


Tit the Iſland. And when 


Armies, and fitting out powerful Squa- 
think that it was at leaſt prudent in us to 
make thoſe Proviſions for our Security which were made laſt 
Year; and as we are in the greater Danger of being in- 
volved the longer the War continues, I cannot be againſt 
the ſmall Augmentation now propoſed. 

* To pretend to tell us, Sir, what France and Spain in- 
tended to have done laſt Year, or to pretend to tell us what 
they intend to do this next Year, with the Ships of War 
they have continued in Commiſſion, is, I think, ſomething 
extraordinary. We may perhaps gue at ſome of their 
Deſigns, but I ſhall always think it very imprudent, to 
leave the Peace and Quiet of this Nation to depend upon 
ſuch Gueſs-work ; eſpecially when we conſider, that they 
have no Occaſion to fit out any great Fleet againſt any 
Power in Europe but ourſelves ; and therefore it is not to 
be preſumed, that they would put themſelves to ſuch a great 

, unleſs they were ſuſpicious that the Meaſures they 
have reſolved to purſue, may make this Nation en 
in the War; and in ſuch a Cafe, I think it 5 
believe, * take the firſt Opportunity to invade or 
diſturb us: They have ſuch an abſolute Command over all 
the Seamen of their Country, they have always ſuch Num- 
bers of upon their Coaſts, or within a few 
Days march of their Sea-Ports, that when they have their 
Ships ready equip'd and fit for failing, it would be eaſy for 
them to clap Seamen and Land-Forces on Board ; and 
might arrive upon the Coaſts of this Kingdom, before it 
would be poſſible for us to man and fit our Fleet ſufficient to 
engage them, if we had not made ſome extraordinary Pro- 
viſion beforehand : This every Man muſt be convinced of, 
who knows the Difficulty we had to procure Seamen enough 
for the Squadron we fitted out laſt Summer, notwithſtandin 
the long Time we had to look for them, and the Meth 
of Preſſing which we were 1 then obliged to make 2 

2 of. 
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amo 8. Gee. H. of. Nor does it ſignify to tell us, that at this Rate we ſhall 
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always be obliged to fit out Squadrons, and put ourſelves to 
a great ce, whenever any of our Neighbours begin to 
fit out one ; for I take it to be a right Maxim, I really 
think we ought to prepare and fit out a Squadron, when- 
ever we ſee any of our Neighbours doing fo, unleſs we very 
well know the Purpoſes their Squadron is deſigned for. The 
Expence beſtowed upon fitting out a Squadron may be an 
Expence to the Publick, but it is little or no Loſs to the 
Nation ; the whole is expended among our own People, and 
it not only improves our Seamen, by * acquain- 

ted with the Service on Board a Man of War, but it in- 

creaſes their Number; for every Fleet we fit out encourages a 

Number of Land-Men to engage in the Sea-Service : Where- 

as, if by neglecting to do ſo, the Kingdom ſhould be invaded, 

and a civil War kindled up, the Nation would in that Caſe 

ſuffer a real Loſs, a Loſs which might far ſurmount the 

Expence the Publick could be put to by the fitting out of 
twenty Squadrons ; ſo that We may ſuffer by neglecting this 

Maxim, but can never ſuffer by obſerving it. 

* I ſhall readily grant, that this Nation would be more 
formidable, if we owed no publick Debts, and had the 
fame Fleet and the ſame regular Army we have at preſent ; 
but if we had no Squadron ready to put to Sea, nor any 

Troops ready to take the Field, I cannot admit that 
we ſhould then be ſo formidable as we are at preſent, even 
tho' we did not owe a Shilling in the World. We all know, 
that what now makes a Nation formidable, is not the Num- 
ber nor the Riches of its Inhabitants, but the Number of 
Ships of War provided with able Seamen, and the Number 
of regular well diſciplined Troops they have at Command: 
And, whatever Gentlemen may think of the Acceptation of 
his Majeſty's good Offices, I am perſuaded they would not 
have been ſo readily accepted, if the Parties had not ſeen 
us preparing to do them bad Offices, in Caſe they had refuſ- 
ed to accept of our good. The accepting of our good Of- 
fices will, at leaſt, furniſh us with an Opportunity of making 
ourſelyes better acquainted with the Views of all the Parties 
concerned ; and there is no Condition annexed by either Par- 
ty, but what was and muſt have been underſtood when we 
made the Offer. For ſurely, when we offered the Interpoſi- 
tion of our good Offices, we were not to ſuppoſe that the 
Emperor was, by his Acceptance, to paſs from any De- 
mands he thought he had upon us ; nor were we to ſuppoſe 
that the Allies would or could accept of our good Offices, 
unleſs we continued neutral : And while we do fo, our Pre- 
parations can give no Encouragement to either Side to in- 


ſiſt upon unreaſonable Terms; nor can they give the leaſt 
f Jealouſy 
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Jealouſy to either Side, unleſs one or the other have Views, 


the Balance of Power in Europe 


ey 
for if it the leaſt exceeds a Million it is 
two, if it exceeds two it is to be called three: 
and becauſe it may probably this Year a little exceed three 
Milions, therefore it is to be called four: So that a Million 
with theſe Gentlemen ſeems to be of very little Confi- 
deration ; yet when we talk of 5 Money, I cannot 
but think that a Millien, or near a Million, is a Sum not 
e 
What the publick Expence was, during ar in Kin 
William's Reign, or what the Number of Seamen was that 
was kept up during the late War, I ſhall not now inquire ; 
I believe both were as the honourable Gentleman has been 
pleaſed to repreſent, but I think neither material at preſent ; 
for we are not to proportion our yearly Expence, or our 
Number of Seamen, by paſt Times, but by preſent Neceſ- 
ſities. When our Neighbours increaſe their publick Ex- 
pence, or their Numbers either of Seamen or Land- Soldiers, 
we muſt increaſe ours, otherwiſe we may happen to fall a 
Sacrifice to our Frugality: And as both France and Spain, 
but eſpecially the latter, have very much encreaſed their Na- 
val Force ſince laſt War, if we ſnould be obliged to engage 
againſt thoſe two Powers, which I hope will not be the 
Caſe, it is certain we ſhould be forced to maintain a grea- 
ter Number of Seamen, than we had at any Time during the 
late War; and the ſooner we begin to provide, the leſs Harm 
'hall we do our Merchants, the leſs Stagnation ſhall we make 
in our Trade. 

* This, Sir, naturally leads me to take Notice of the 
Damage done to our Trade, by the fitting out a Squadron 
lat Summer. I ſhall allow, that our Merchants thereby 
ſuffered ſome Inconvenience, and were put to greater Charge 
than uſual for the Freight of Ships and Wages of Seamen : 
But -when the Whole is in Danger, the private Intereſt of 
particular Perſons muſt yield to it; and the Stop that was 
put to our Trade laſt Summer, is, in my Opinion, the ftrong- 
et Argument that can be thought of for the Augmentation 
now propoſed, and for our laying it down as a Maxim, al- 
ways to begin early to fit out Squadrons, as ſoon as the 
Danger of War begins to appear : For if we ſhould never 
think of any Augmentation of Seamen till we come up- 
on the very Brink of a War, we muſt take or preſs 30 or 
perhaps 40,000 Seamen all at once into the Service of the 
Publick: And if the raifing of 12 or 15,000 Seamen laſt 
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Summer put ſuch a Damp to our Trade, ſurely the raiſing 
of 30 or 40,000 all at onee would put an entire vn 
it: Whereas if we begin early, and raiſe our Seamen by 

grees, freſh Men encouraged by high Wages, will be daih 
entering into the Merchants Service ; thoſe that enter this Year 
will be Seamen againſt the next, and thus every Year will af 
ford a new Fleece for the Navy, ſo that in a little Time we 
may have our Navy fully provided, even for the moſt heavy 
* without putting at any Time any great Stop to our 

rade 


© As for the Dutch, Sir, I do not think it neceſſary to 
enter into a Diſquiſition about what they have done, what 
they ought to do, or what Number of Land-Forces may 

be neceflary for the Safety of that Republick ? For tho 
they are our natural Allies, yet ſurely we are not in every 
Thing to be directed altogether by their Conduct: We are: 
diſtin Nation, and tho our Intereſts be generally the ſame, 
yet in ſome particular Caſes they may to be dif 
ferent ; and when it ſo happens, we mult certainly follow 

different Meaſures. The Dutch are, tis 5 yds 
but, as wiſe as they are, they may per or 
miſtake their own Interel, as well as the mas. oof Intereſt of 
Europe; and if they do ſo, muſt we neceſſarily do the ſame} 
J hope no ſuch Thing will be pretended ; for in ſuch a 
Cafe we ſhould become in ſome manner a Province to Hal 
land, we ſhould become a meer Cypher in all publick Tran. 
actions, and ſhould be no way ded by any of the Pow- 
ers of Europe ; for if they could but ſecure the Dutch, they 
might always depend upon getting us into the ſame Mes. 
ſure ; and when the Dutch found we had ſuch a thorough 
Dependence upon them, as good Allies as they are, they 
might perhaps, now and then, make uſe of it in a Way 
which would no way contribute either to our Intereſt or 

Honour. | 
Permit me now, Sir, to take ſome Notice of the Re- 
fleftions that have been thrown out upon our late 
tiations and Treaties. As for the Treaties of Hanover 
Seville, we had certainly very good Reaſons to enter i 
them at the Time they were negotiated and concluded : 
as they were approved of by both Houſes of Parliament, 
I think I have no Obligation to fay any Thing in Favour of 
either; for the Approbation of a Britiſh Parliament I take to 
be a more authentick Proof of their Utility, than any thing 
that can be ſaid by a private Gentleman in their Commenda- 
tion; and all the Objections to them have been already ſo 
often anſwered, that tis needleſs to repeat them: But when 
Gentlemen give us ſuch a terrible View of the Conſequences, 
that may enſue in Caſe the preſent Emperor ſhould hap- 
| pee 


am ſurpriſed to hear them find Fault 


ing into that Treaty, I do not know ; but if I were to judge 
their Wiſdom from their Behaviour in that Reſpect, I 
cannot ſay I ſhould have the beſt Opinion of it. 


Wich regard to the Attack upon the Emperor 
in Italy, by the Spaniards and the King of Sardinia, it is 
certain, that this Nation has neither given them any En- 
couragement nor any Provocation to do ſo ; and whether 
the Imperial Court has given them any juſt Provocation, is 
an Affair, which the Mediators muſt of courſe inquire into, 
when they come to offer a Plan for a Pacification. As to 
the Aﬀair of Poland, where the honourable Gentleman had 
his Information, with reſpe& to what he has been pleaſed 
to relate to us about that Aﬀair, I ſhall not pretend to 
gueſs ; but I muſt believe, that his ——_—— 
about any ſuch Anſwers having ever been given to the 
French, or about any ſuch Inſtructions having been ſent to 
his Miniſters in Poland : This I muſt believe what his 
Majeſty told us in his Speech, at the Opening of laſt Seſſion 
of Parliament ; and if ever was any ſuch Thing, I am 
ery ſure that I am not to anſwer for all the Meaſures that 
have been lately purſued, for that is one Article I know 
nothing of. 

* To conclude, Sir, the Nation has already been put to a 
great Expence, and muſt be yet put to a farther Expence on 
account of the preſent War ; perhaps too ſome private Men 
may have been expoſed to fome Inconveniencies, by the Pre- 
parations we have already made ; but theſe Expences and 
theſe Inconveniencies ought to be born with Patience, when 
we conſider the Difference between our Situation and that of 
ſome of our Neighbours : I believe I may juſtly compute, 
that by the bloody and obſtinate Battles, Sieges and Skirmi- 
ſhes, which have already happened fince this War firſt broke 
out, each of the Parties engaged has loſt at leaſt 50,000 
Men; ſo that while the Trade of our Neighbours is inter- 
rupted, While a Stop has been put to all ſorts of Manufac- 
tures and Improvements among them, While their Lands are 
laid waſte, ſuch Multitudes of their Men deſtroyed, we have 


carried on our Trade with Security; our Manufactures have 
been 
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anno 8. Geo. u. been improved, and extraordinary Qyantities of our Cory 
mn exported no Britiſh Farmer has been diſturbed, not at - 
Acre of Land laid waſte, not a Drop of Britiſh Blood fpilt o. 
Therefore, while we enjoy ſo much Safety and Quiet, I .. 
can't think any Man has Reafon to complain of the G 
the Nation has been put to, or of the few Incoriveniencia Wl .. 
he has ſuffered, for the Preſervation of that Safety and © 
Quiet which he has enjoyed: And as I am fully fatisfied, t 
that what is now propoſed is abſolutely neceſſary, for fecur. „ 
ing our future Enjoyment of the ſame Safety and Quiet, co 
ſhall moſt heartily give my Conſent.” _ 
30,000 Men vote Then the Queſtion being put, That 20, oo Men be em. hi 
for he Fear 17g. ploy'd for the Sea-Service for the Year 1735 it paſſed i by 
the Negative by 256 to 183. After which it was reſolv'd, 4. 
without dividing, that 30,000 Seamen be employ'd for the BM hi. 
ſaid Service. he 

Mr Sandys's Mo- Feb. 13. Mr Sandys moved, That an humble Addref 
tion for an Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would give Direction 10 
to the King, P | = tic 
an Account of " to the proper Officer to lay before the Houſe an Account of ll ., 
in conſequence of the Expences incurred, in Conſequence of the Vote of Cr. ,,, 
Nd in Sefton, dit paſſed at the End of laſt Seffion of Parliament. 12 
Dobate thereon. But this Motion was oppos'd by Mr Horatio Walpole, , 
Mr H. Walpole. Mr Henry Pelham, Sir William Yonge, Col. Bladen, Mt me 
Sir Tenge. Winnington, and Mr Danvers, who alledg'd, That the ot 
Me Wianingan, Houſe had then before them what was propos'd to be de- the 
Mr Damen. ſir'd by the Addreſs moved for; for in one Account they Wi fur 
had the whole of the Expences that had been incurred h/. 
any Addition made to the Sea-Service, in Conſequence oh 
that Vote of Credit; in another they had an Account e Ho 
the whole Expences that had been incurred by any Addition r 
made to the Land-Service ; and in a third they had an Ac- Ser 
count of what had been incurred on occaſion of the Treaty I ma. 
lately concluded with Denmark : Beſides all which, they had Wi i 
an Account of what Monies had been iſſued from the Tres Det 
ſury, for all or either of theſe Services in Purſuance of a nao. 


Clauſe in an Act of Parliament, paſs'd laſt Seffion, for en- bor 
abling his Majeſty to apply any Part of the Money granted give 
for the Service of laſt Year, towards the Expence of making % 
ſuch Augmentations of his Forees by Sea or Land, or of W. 
concerting ſuch other Meaſures as he ſhonld judge neceſſa ute. 
for the Safety of this Nation: That from theſe Accounts Ame 
any Man might eaſily ſee what Expences had been incurred, ou 
in conſequence of that Vote of Credit; for that as to the Wh» a 
Sea-Service, whatever appeared from that Account to have 
been incurred, over and above what was granted by laſt Parlia- 
ment, for maintaining the 20,000 Seamen then voted for chi 
laſt Year's Service, muſt appear to be an additional Expence, WW +: t. 
incurred in conſequence of that Vote of Credit; And as to the WW Von 
LOR 8 - Land- V 
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Con Land- Service, whatever appeared from the Account then be- Anno 8. Geo. 11. 
t af fore them, relating to that Service, to have been incurred —— 
pilt: over and above what was granted by laſt Parliament, for 
et, | the 17,704 Land-Forces then voted to be kept up in 
arge Great Britain, Guernſey and Jerſey, for laſt Year, muſt be an 
ncic additional Expence incurred, in conſequence of that Vote of 
and Credit; And as to what had been incurred on Occafion of 
hed WY thc late Treaty with Denmark, it was certain the whole 
cur. was to be placed to the Account of Expences incurred, in 
et, | conſequence of that Confidence, which was ſo reaſonably 
veſted in his Majeſty in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. So that 
em. :hey could not poſſibly expect any farther or new Accounts 
d in by the Addreſs propoſed ; and the preſenting of ſuch an 
v'd, Addreſs would, in their Opinion, ſhew a want of Reſpe to 
the BY ji; Majeſty, and a ſort of Jealouſy and Diffidence in what 
he had already ordered to be laid before them.” 
dreß Hereupon Mr Sandys propoſed an Amendment to his Mo- wr Sandys. 
tion tion, by adding thereto the following Words, viz. Over and 
222 thoſe, of which Accounts had already been laid before 
C. Houſe ; and was ſupported by Mr Pulteney and Sir Wil- wr Putteney, 
liam Wyndham: But the Members who oppoſed the Motion ** V-yndham. 
ole, as firſt propoſed by Mr Sand ys, objected likewiſe to the A- 
Mt mendment offered. © That it was not to be ſuppoſed that any Mr Walpole. 
t the other Expences had been incurred, than thoſe contained in t Felbam. 
de. the Accounts then before them : That they could aſ- — * 
they i re Gentlemen, that no Money had been iſſued from the t winningtoa. 
| by Treaſury, by Virtue of the Clauſe they had mentioned, but Mr Danvers, 
e of WW what was ſtated in the Accounts already laid before the 
t of BW Houſe ; nor had any Expences been incurred but what 
0100 N cre contained in the three Accounts relating to the Sea- 
Ac. Service, the Land- Service, and the late Treaty with Den- 
mark: That the preſenting of ſuch an Addreſs was real- 
had ly in ſome manner provoking the Crown to make farther 
rea: ¶Demands upon them: And that if what was then propoſed 
of mould come to be a Precedent, it would become neceſſary 
bo for the Crown to add a Certificate to every Account to be 
n 


given in hereafter to Parliament, certifying, That theſe are 
all the Expences that have been incurred, or ſome ſuch 
Words to that Purpoſe, which they thought would look a 


ary WH little abſurd : That therefore they could not agree to the 
uns Amendment, but when it was diſagreed to, as they hoped it 
red, ould, they would propoſe that the following Words ſhould 


be added, by way of Amendment to the Motion, viz. Not- 
ave withfanding that full Accounts of all Expences, that had 
22 incurred, had been already laid before that Houſe : That 
for this was the moſt natural Amendment that could be made 
cs hy the Motion, becauſe, by the Addition of theſe Words, it 


the BW would ar = d Light, and in th 
ppear in its proper and true Light, and in that 
10. Vol. IV. G Light 
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Anno $. Geo. 11 Light they were perſuaded the Houſe would not agree 
ern. | 
To this it was anſwered by the Members, who were for ll © 
Mr Sandys. the Motion, That they could not but think that the Mo. : 
Sir W. Wyndham. tion, as it flood at firſt, was a very proper Motion, becauſe 0 
it would be much better and more diſtinet, to have all theſe f 
Expences fairly and fully ſtated in one Account, than to 
have them diſperſed in ſeveral Accounts, and confounded Bil ” 
with a great many other Articles: That this Method of 
ating thoſe Expences would be attended with this Advan- I © 
tage, that it would clearly ſhew to Gentlemen, how ſparing 
his Majeſty had been in making uſe of that unlimited Credn 5 
given him the laſt Semon, which would be a great Induce. 13 
ment to that Houſe to renew that Credit, whenever his 
Majeſty ſhould pleaſe to demand it : This they thought the 0 
honourable Gentlemen would not have obſtructed, becauſe 5 
it might perhaps be of great Advantage to them upon ſame th 
future Occaſion ; but as thoſe Gentlemen did not ſeem to p 
like that Way of ſtating the Account, therefore they wen 
willing to make the Amendment propoſed to their Motion - 
in order to prevent a Negative's being put upon a Queſtion 70 
of ſuch Moment: That they hoped no Expences had been 
incurred, in conſequence of that Vote of Credit, but wu * 
appeared upon the ſeveral Accounts then before them; but 0 
it would be a great Satisfaction to the Houſe, to have a di 
rect Anſwer upon that Subject from the Crown; for tho 
they were perſuaded that the Gentlemen, who had taken . | 
upon them to aſſure the Houſe that no other Expences hai 
been incurred, or Money iſſued, but what were contained in Uh 
theſe Accounts, really believed it to be as they had declared; 
yet in ſuch Caſes that Houſe was not to take an Anfwer from QU 


any Member, for were he the greateſt Subject in the Nation, lef 
his Word or his Declaration was no Parliamentary Satif a 
faction, nor could it be taken as ſuch : That with reſpe& to s 
the Certificate mentioned, it was in the preſent Caſe ſo far * 
from being abſurd, that it was abſolutely neceſſary: When m. 

certain Sums were granted by Parliament, and thoſe Sums ; 
appropriated by Parliament to certain Uſes, ſuch a Cert- WF - 
ficate would, twas true, be quite unneceſſary, it would be fell 
ridiculous to inſiſt upon any ſuch ; but when an unlimited I Am 
Credit had been granted by Parliament, and that Credit _.. 
unlimited likewiſe as to the Uſes it was to be applied to, Cor 
it was abſolutely neceſſary to have a Certificate in the Mar ; 

ner mentioned by the honourable Gentlemen, certifying that a 
ſuch Sums, and no more, had been taken up on that Vote 1 
of Credit; and that the Sums ſo taken up had been applied hn 
to ſuch Uſes, and none other : For, without ſuch a Certificate, F 
it would be impoſſible for that Houſe to know how the Sup 


Account 
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Accounts of the Nation ſtood ; they could not know but 
every ſucceeding Year might bring a new Demand, to pro- 
vide for ſome Expence incurred, or ſome Debt contracted, 
in conſequence of the unlimited Credit they had formerly 
given: That therefore it was incumbent upon them, as 
Members of that Houſe, to demand ſuch a Certificate ; they 
were bound in Honour, and in Duty to their Conſtituents, 
to infiſt upon having ſuch a Certificate, and ſuch a Certifi- 
cate could not be had any other Way than by preſenting 
the Addreſs propoſed : That as to the Amendment intended 
to be added by the worthy Gentlemen, in order to make 
their Queſtion appear ridiculous upon the Journals of that 
Houſe, it did not at all deter them from inſiſting upon their 
Queſtion, nor from inſiſting upon the Amendment they had 
propoſed : That they had no Cauſe to ſuſpect, that that 
Houſe would agree to the Amendment intended by the wor- 
thy Gentleman ; but if they had, it would give them no 
Pain ; for whatever that Houſe might do, the World with- 
out Doors would judge rightly, and would fix the Ridicule 
where it properly belonged : That they would, upon that 
Occaſion, put the Gentleman in mind of what appeared 
upon their Journals : They remembered a certain great Man 
was, in a former Parliament, accuſed of ſome very high 
Crimes, and a Queſtion was actually moved and ſeconded 
in that Houſe for a Reſolution in theſe Terms, That it 
* appears to this Houſe, that ſuch a great Man [naming him] 
* had been guilty of ſeveral heinous and fraudulent Prac- 
* tices, &c.“ That this was the Queſtion as firſt moved; 
but the Friends of that great Man, in order to defeat the 
Queſtion by rendering it ridiculous, propoſed that the Words, 
it appears to this Houſe, ſhould by way of Amendment be 
left out of the Queſtion : That upon a Diviſion this Amend- 
ment was approved of by a corrupt Majority, and that the 
Queſtion, ſo made ridiculous by the Amendment, ſtood to 
that Day upon their Journals, as the worthy Gentlemen 
might ſee if they pleaſed ; but that the thus rendering the 
Queition ridiculous, was far from rendering ridiculous thoſe 
who had at firſt propoſed it: On the contrary, the Ridicule 
fell upon thoſe, who made the Queſtion ridiculous by their 
Amendment; and accordingly at the Elections for the very 
next Parliament, moſt of them were neglected by their 
Country, and juſtly refuſed the Honour of continuing any 
longer the Repreſentatives of the People in that Houle.” 


The Queſtion being at laſt put upon the Amendment, it 

was carried in the Negative, by 167 to 106. 
Feb. 14. The Houſe being in a Grand Committee on the 
Supply, Mr Andrews mov'd, That the Number of effective 
G 2 Men, 
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Britain, Guernſey and Jerſey for the Year 1735, be 25,744, 
Men for the Service of 
the Highlands. Mr Andrews's Motion was ſupperted by 
Sir William Yonge, Col. Bladen, Mr Winnington, Mr 
Horatio Walpole, and Sir Robert Walpole, as follows: 
Sir, ä | | 
Though we are not as yet any way engaged in the pre- 
ſent War, yet ſuch Events may happen, as may make it 


abſolutely neceſſary for us to engage of one Side or the 


other. The Affair of Poland, which is the only Motive, 
the only Bone of Contention hitherto publickly avowed, is 
an Affair this Nation has very little to do with; but if that 
ſhould appear not to be the real Motive, or if Succeſs ſhould 
encourage either Side to extend their Views, the Balance of 
Power may at laſt be brought into real Danger; azel then, 
for the Sake of preſerving the Liberties of Europe, upon 
which the Liberties of this Nation will always depend, we 
mult take a principal Share in the War. This Danger may 
not perhaps be ſo remote as ſome People imagine; Which has 


made his Majeſty become a Mediator for reconciling the con- 


tending Powers, before Conqueſts of either Side ſhall-rake 
away all Hopes of Succeſs in that Way; and his Majeſty 
has already puſhed his Negociations with ſo much Vigour, 
t hat a Plan of Peace will ſoon be offer d; a Plan fo well adapt- 
ed to the Honour and Intereſt of all Parties concerned, that 
whoever refuſes 1t will thereby ſhew, that their ſecret Views 
are more extenſive than they have hitherto been declared. 
From hence, Sir, I muſt conclude, that we ſhall be 
very ſoon able to determine, whether we muſt engage in 
the War or not: If that Plan be accepted, then we ſhall 
attain our Ends ; the Peace of Europe will be reſtored, the 
Balance of Power will be preſerved, without our engaging 
in the War, without ſubjecting this Nation to any Inconve- 
nience, or to any Expence ; but if reaſonable Terms ſhould 
be haughtily rejected by either Side, we muſt then neceſſa- 
rily tike a Share in the War. It is thereſore very much 
Hur Intereſt at preſent, w take every Meaſure that may coa- 
tribute towards rendering his Majeſty's Endeavours ſucceſsful; 
that may contribute towards inducing, or even compelling, 
every one of the contending Powers to accept of that Plan, 
which his Majeſty, in Conjunction with his Allies, is to 
offer to them: And, in my Opinion, nothing can contribute 
more towards theſe great Ends, than our having ſuch a 
Standing regilar Force, as may convince all Parties that 
dee are in earneſt, and that we have it in our Power to 
alter the Scale whenever we have a Mind. For this Rex 
10n I can hardly imagine, that any Gentleman in this Hel 
W 
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now propoſed, when he conſiders how many Millions we 
may be obliged to expend, if, by refuſing ſuch a ſeaſona- 
ble Expence, we ſhould at lait make it neceſſary to involve 
ourſelves in a heavy War. 

The Proſperity of this Nation, Sir, or at leaſt our Se- 
curity, depends upon the Tranquility of our Neighbours : 
While they are at Peace, they will always conſume more of 
our Manufactures than when they are involv'd in Blood and 


the Confuſion 3 and conſequently we ſhall always, in Times of 
ve, Peace, have a greater Demand for the Manufactures of our 
, is Country than in Time of War. Beſides, while they continue 


at Peace, the Balance of Power can be in no Danger, but the 
Events of War no Nation can depend on ; and therefore 
this Nation among the reſt, may be deeply affected by the 
extraordinary Succeſs of any one Power in Europe. Let us 
not therefore grudge a ſmall Expence, when it may evident- 


we ly contribute towards reſtoring Peace among our Neigh- 
nay Wl bours, upon which our own Proſperity and Security does and 
has always mult depend. 

on. Our Houſe is not as yet on Fire, but our Neighbour's is 
ake all in a Flame; and then certainly it is Time for us to pre- 
ey pare the Engines neceſſary for preſerving our own : Theſe 


are a powerful Fleet, and a ſufficient Body of regular well 
diſciplined Troops, ready to march at the firſt Word of 
Command. This, Sir, will give Weight to his Majeſty's 
Negociations, it will make all the Parties concerned give a 
due Attention to what may be propoſed, by his Majeſty's 
be Miniſters, for reſtoring the Peace of Europe; for a Miniſter, 
in WJ whoſe Equipage conſiſts of a large Body of good Troops, 
dall will always be better hearkened to, than one whoſe Equi- 
the page conſiſts only of a great Number of fine Pages and 
ing WY uſeleſs Footmen. | 

Ve- © By agreeing to the Augmentation propoſed, we may 
ud expect, Sir, that the Parties now at War will be prevented 
ſa· from forming any ambitious Views, either againſt this Na- 
ch tion or againſt the Balance of Power; and if any ſuch 
ba- Views have already been formed, the Projectors will find 
ul: themſelves under a Neceſſity of laying them aſide ; by which 
ng, WY Means we ſhall be able to reſtore the Peace of Europe, 
in, and eſtabliſh the future Security of this Nation, without ex- 
to poſing ourſelves to the Inconveniences, the Misfortunes and 
ute the doubtful Events of War. From a contrary Behaviour, 
let us conſider what we are to expect: Will not France and 
zat her Allies from thence conclude, that they may go on and 
to conquer; that they may place upon the Imperial Throne a 
a. Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon; and that England is not 


ſe now, as formerly, apprehenſive of the growing Power of 
ll France, 
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of Power in Europe. Theſe are Concluſions which, I an a, 
ſure, no Engliſhman ought to give them an Opportunity u N. 
make ; for the Continuance of the War is a certain Conſe. 
quence of ſuch Concluſions, and if it ſhould continue, we 
muſt engage in it, or we, as well as the reſt of Europe, pet 
muſt ſubmit to be Slaves to the Conqueror. Thus the Dan. Sir 
ger of not agreeing to what is propoſed, is infinitely great; Ml ane 
but in agreeing to it there is no Danger, and the Expence is in. ag; 
conſiderable : If it procures a Re-eſtabliſhment of the publick 
Tranquility, the Uſefulneſs of it muſt be acknowledged by c 
all; but if it ſhould fail of the Effect deſired, it will enable pri 
us to join ſpeedily and with Vigour in the War. "= 

* To me, Sir, it is evident, that the ſmall Expence, now Will M. 
propoſed, may prevent an infinite Expence and an infinite his 
Danger; and therefore I muſt think we are at preſent ſome-Wl 1: 
thing in the Caſe of a Gentleman, ſuppoſe in the Iſle o ney 
Ely, whoſe Eſtate is in great Danger of being overflowed as 
by the Decay of, or ſome Breach in, thole Dykes and 
Mounds which were made to prevent Inundations : In ſuch 
a Caſe, ſuppoſe the Gentleman's Stewards and Manager 
ſhould come to him, and tell him of his Danger ; and that 
the Dykes might then be repaired for a ſmall Expence, but 
that one Flood or two might make ſuch a Breach as would 
coſt him near the Value of his Eſtate to repair : Would not 
that Gentleman be very much in the wrong, would he not 
be mad, not to hearken to ſuch Repreſentations, and put 
himſelf to a ſmall immediate Charge, in order to prevent 
the entire Ruin of his Eſtate ? 

Our preſent Caſe, Sir, is the very ſame ; one ſucceſs- 
ful Campaign, two or three compleat Victories, would make 
ſuch a Breach in thoſe Barriers, by which the Liberties of 
Europe are preſerved, as would colt an infinite Treaſure and 
a vaſt Effuſion of Blood before it could be made up. This 
is a Danger apparent from the Circumſtances publickly 
known; but there may be particular private Tranſactions 
concerted, or now carrying on, which would demonſtrate 
the Neceflity of what is now propoſed : 'Theſe his Majeſty 
may probably have diſcovered ; and from the Experience 
we have of his Majeſty's great Regard for the Eaſe of lus 
People, we may, I think, conclude, that he would not have 
propoſed to have made any Augmentation of his Land- 
Forces, or to have put his Subjects to any additional Charge, 
without an evident Neceſſity for ſo doing: I hope there- 
fore Gentlemen will depend upon his Majeſty's Wiſdom and 
Conduct in an Aﬀair, which is of ſuch a Nature, as may 
render it impoſſible for his Majeſty to lay his particular Rea» 
fone before tnis Houſe, without running the Riſk of diſap- 


pointing 


1 
pointing all the Meaſures he has Concerted for defeating any 
ambitious Projects, that may have been formed; and for re- 
ſtoring the Peace of Europe, and thereby preventing this 
Nation's being obliged to engage in the War.“ 


Mr Andrews's Motion was warmly oppos'd by Lord Mor- 
peth, Mr Gibbon, Lord Noel Somerſet, Sir John Barnard, 
Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Pulteney, 
and ſeveral other Members, who gave the following Reaſons 
againſt it. | 

Sir, | 

© I wiſh every Gentleman would be more cautious of 
bringing his Majeſty's Name into every Debate in this Houſe. 
I am perſuaded, no Gentleman in this Houſe doubts of his 


now Majeſty's fincere Regard for the Eaſe of his People, or of 
inite nis Wiſdom and Conduct in all Matters which are honeſtly 
me. and fairly laid before him: Theſe are Queſtions which can 
le of BY never be properly brought before us. Upon this Occaſion, 
* as well as all other Occaſions of the ſame Nature, it is not 


his Majeſty's Regard for the Eaſe of his People, but the Re- 
gard his Miniſters have for the Eaſe of the People, that we 
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gen are to conſider; it is their Wiſdom and Conduct that are 
that i now under our Conſideration : And, in my Opinion, this 
but BE Houſe has no great Reaſon to depend much upon either. 
ould I am ſure the Generality of the Nation have no great Con- 


fidence in either ; and therefore, if we ſpeak the Language 
of our Conſtituents, which I hope will always be the Lan- 


Wiſdom and Conduct, as to load the People with any addi- 
tional Expence, for no other Reaſon but only becauſe the 
Miniſter has told us it_ is neceſſary. This is a Method of 
Proceeding, which no Man ought to agree to in any Caſe ; 


of but eſpecially in a Caſe which is of the moſt dangerous Con- 
and ſequence to the Liberties of our Country. 

"his * The honourable Gentlemen, Sir, were very much in the 
kly WM right to argue from general Circumſtances, and ſuch as are 
ons 


publickly known ; for particular Care has been taken that 
we ſhould not have any Thing elfe to argue from: But 
if we argue only from ſuch Circumſtances, we muſt conclude, 
nce that we are neither concerned in the War, nor can be con- 
his WY cerned in the Event. If we have nothing to do with Poland, 
ae if we are no way engaged to protect the Emperor's Domi- 
ac nions in Italy, ſurely we have no Concern in the War; 
ge, and as to the Event, France has declared they will not pre- 
re- tend to keep any of the Conqueſts they make : They have de- 
nd clared, they have no Intention to make any Conqueſts or to 
ay extend their Dominions, but that their only Aim is to eſta- 
1 ſh Staniſlaus upon the Throne of Poland; and the other 
Ip" wa 


guage of this F 9uſe, we cannot depend ſo much upon their 


— ———— * 
- 2 — — — _ 


” 


. 
4 
w 
4 
3 
4 
1] 


Anno 8. Geo. II. two Allies have declared, that they have no other Vi 


1734-35» 


( 55 ) 
but to eſtabliſh and preſerve the Neutrality of Italy : 


are the only Circumſtances publickly known; and from the 


neither this Nation, nor the Balance of Power, can be in ar 
Danger. | 
What particular Reaſons we may have not to truſt t 


thoſe Declarations, I ſhall not pretend to determine; bu 
all the other Princes and States of Europe, not already en- 
gaged in the War, ſeem to put their Truſt in them, becauk 


none of them have as yet made any Preparations. Nay, 
even the Princes of Germany ſeem to think their County 
in no Danger, for ſome of the chief of them ſtill continue 
neutral ; and thoſe who have joined in the Declaration « 
War, have great Numbers of Troops unemployed, which 
certainly would be all ſent to the Rhine, if they thought 
their Country were in any real Danger, or that France 
had a Deſign to impoſe an Emperor upon them. Whik 
they remain ſo ſecure, while they give themſelves ſo littl 
Concern about the Event of the War, why we ſhould be & 
terribly frightened, why we ſhould imagine that France ha 
a Deſign to conquer Germany, and to place one of the 
Houſe of Bourbon upon the Imperial Throne, I cannot com. 
prehend: I am ſure no ſuch Intention can be preſumed from 
any Circumſtance yet publickly known ; and I hope we d 
not think that either Spain or Sardinia has a Mind to con- 
quer Germany, or that France would allow them, if either 
or both were able to accompliſh ſuch a Deſign. From pub 
lick Circumſtances, therefore, I can ſee no Reaſon we have 
now, or indeed ever had, to put ourſelves to any Charge, or 
to make any Preparations ; and if there be any private Re 
ſons, they muſt be ſuch as concern us in particular, be- 
cauſe, if they related to Furope in general, the other Count 
of Europe, particularly the Dutch, would certainly have 
diſcovered them as well as we ; nay, if they had not, it 
would have been the Duty of our Miniſters to have diſco- 
vered them, not only to the Dutch, but to all the Prince 
of Europe; for whatever Danger there might be in diſco 
vering them to this Houſe, there could not ſurely be any 
Danger in diſcovering them to thoſe Courts, which have 
as deep a Concern as we have in the Preſervation of the Li 
berties of Europe. | 
As no Part of our late Tranſactions has ever been laid 
before this Houſe, as all ſuch Lights have been denied 
us, I do not know, Sir, but there may be private Reaſons 
for ovr being particularly concerned in the Event of the pre- 
fent War : If there are any ſuch, they muſt proceed from 
ſome of our late Tranſact ons and in that Caſe, thoſe 
Tranſactions gught to have been laid before this Houſe 75 
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the very Beginning of the War, that we might from dem "Ang * 


have ſeen our Danger, and might have provided for our 
Safety in Time. But to inſinuate, that either of the Parties 
now engaged in War may have ambitious Views againſt the 
Liberties of Europe, is an Inſinuation that is contradifted by 
the Behaviour of all the Princes and States of Europe not 
already engaged in the War ; and therefore cannot, in my 
Opinion, have any Weight , 

We are next told, Sir, that tho” neither Party at pre- 
ſent have any ambitious Views, yet they may form bach 
Views, and in order to prevent their forming any ſuch, we 
muſt make great Preparations ; that this will ſhew them we 
are in earneſt, and will make them give Ear to the reaſon- 
able Plan of Peace which his Majeſty; in Conjunction with his 
Allies, is to offer : Whereas, if we make no ſuch Prepara- 
tion, that France will conclude we have loft all Appre- 
henfions of the growing Power of that Kingdom, and 
that we have no Concern for the Preſervation of the 
of Power. For God's Sake, Sir, can Gentlemen be ſerious 
when they argue at this Rate? Can France, or any Power 
on Earth, imagine that we will look tamely on, and fee the 
Liberties of Europe overturned ; or can the Addition of 7 
or 8000 Men to our Army add any thing to their Dread of 
our Power ? They all know; and France in particular has 
Reaſon to know, the Strength and Power of this Nation; 
when wiſely managed and prudently exerted ; if therefore 
they form any ambitious Views, if they reject the juſt 
Terms of Peace that are to be propoſed by his Majeſty, or 
if they deſpiſe the Mediation that has been offered, it cannot 
proceed from any Contempt they have of the real Strength 
of this Nation, but from a Contempt of the Councils by 
which that Strength is to be exerted : This is a Contempt 
which, I am afraid; they have already conceived ; and if 
we ſhould agree to the Propoſition now before us, without 
ſeeing Reaſon for ſo doing, I am ſure either the Wiſdom or 
Integrity of this Houſe will ſuffer confiderably, in the Opi- 
nion of the World both abroad and at home. 

Another terrible Thing we are this Day taught to ap- 
prehend, is, that Succeſs may inſpire one of the Parties en- - 
gaged in War, with an ambitious View of overturning the 
Balance of Power: That two or three complete Victories may 
make it abſolutely neceſſary for us to engage immediately in 
the War ; and that therefore we ought to prepare in Time, 
that we may be ready to fly to the Relief of the Unfortu- 
nate, before they are quite overwhelmed : U this, Sir, 
L ſhall only aſk if any Gentleman in this — pac imagine, 
that Germany, Poland and Muſcovy, for I think I may now 
ſay they are united, can be conquered in one Campaign - 

Vol. IV. ; H or 
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always conſume as much of ſuch Sort of Things in Time 


BY IP 1 
or ſuppoſing the other to be the unfortunate Side, can they 
imagine that France, Spain and Italy can be conquered in 
one Campaign ? If any Gentleman can imagine ſuch a * 
Thing, with him I ſhall not pretend to argue; but with n 
thoſe who cannot, which I believe are the Majority of this 2 
Houſe, I think I may contend that neither Side can in one oe 
Campaign be reduced ſo low, but that the united Force of Ti 
Great Britain, Holland, Denmark, and Sweden, thrown ih the 
early the next Campaign, will be ſufficient for their Relief, 
and for obliging the proudeſt Conqueror to ſubmit to rea- 
ſonable Terms; in which Caſe we ſhall have the whole 
Winter to prepare, and till then tis certainly quite unneceſ- 
ſary to/put ourſelves to any Expence. 

: 41 this Day ſeems to be a Day of Paradoxes, 
the reſt we have been told one with reſpect to our Trade. 
We are told, Sir, that the Proſperity of this Nation depends 
upon the Tranquility of our Neighbours ; and that in Time: 
of Peace, there is always a greater Demand for the Manu- 
factures and Produce of this Country, than in Time of War. 
This, Sir, is ſo far from being a juſt Maxim in Trade, 
that the direct contrary is true. The chief Part of the Pro- 
duce of this Country conſiſts in the Neceſſaries, and not 
the Luxuries of Life; and conſequently our Neighbours wil 


of War as in Time of Peace : But the Difference is, that 
when their Heads are not diſtracted, nor their Hands di- 
verted, by any foreign or domeſtics War, they have Time 
to apply themſelves to Tillage ; they have Time to apply 
themſelves to Manufactures of all Kinds; they have Leiſure 
to think of and to improve all the Arts of Peace ; and by 
ſo doing they furniſh themſelves at home with a great many 
of thoſe Neceſſaries which, in Time cf War, they are oblig'd 
to purchaſe of us. This is not only evident in Theory, but 
is confirmed by Experience ; for our Trade has ſuffered 
more by the Domeſtick Improvements made by our Neigh- 
bours, during the laſt long Tranquility in Europe, than it 
has done by any other Means; except the heavy Duties we 
have laid upon ourſelves, and the great 'Trouble and many 
Fees and Perquiſites we have ſubjected our Merchants to, 
both in importing and exporting their Goods and Merchar- 
dize : Theſe Incumbrances will in Time moſt certainly run 
every Branch of our Trade, if we do not take Care to re- 
move them ſpeedily, by paying off thoſe Debts by which 
they have been occaſion d. And as to our Security, it cal have 
never be diſturbed by any Broils among our Neighbours, to ra 
unleſs the Balance of Power ſhould be brought into real i to Se 
Danger, which our Neighbours upon the Continent would i Men 
take better Care of than they do, if we did not oy 
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all Occaſions ſhew ourſelves ſo mighty officious as to do it Anno, Geo. 11, 


for them. 


It is an eaſy Matter, Sir, for any Man, who has a quick 


Invention and a ſtrong Imagination, to form imaginary Dan- 
ers. In Time of Peace we are frightened with Invaſions, 
Fecauſe our Neighbours have their Tr quartered u 
their Coaſts, and have nothing elſe to do with them ; in 
Time of War, becauſe our Neighbours have great Armies in 
the Field, tho* no Power in Europe has any Quarrel with us. 
In Time of Peace we muſt keep up a more numerous Army 
than is conſiſtent with the Liberties of a free People, in or- 
der to prevent a War's breaking out ; and in Time of War we 
mult add to that Army, and put ourſelves to great Expence, 
in order to reſtore the publick Tranquility, and preſerve the 
Balance of Power, tho' no other Nation in Europe appears 
to be in the lealt apprehenſive of its being in _ Thus, 
Sir, we are always in a Fright, and, for what I know, our 
Apprehenſions may at laſt become ſo extravagant ; that if 
Angria, the Eaſt-India Pirate, ſhould fit out any greater 
Number of Grabs than uſual, we muſt fit out a Squadron 
and augment our Land-Forces, for fear of his coming to 
make an Invaſion upon us. By this, Sir, I do not mean 
to inſinuate that we are now in no Danger; I do not know 
but we may: But whatever Danger we may be in, I am 
very ſure it does not a from any Circumſtances yet 
publickly known, nor from any Thing that hath as yet 
been communicated to this Houſe ; and therefore I cannot 
agree to load the People with any new Charge. If the 
Danger is ſuch as cannot be immediately communicated, 
it muſt be ſuch as cannot be immediately apprehended ; and 
if we are only like to be in Danger, we ought to follow the 
Example of our wiſe Neighbours the Dutch, in = our 
People to no Expence, and in reſerving our whole Strength 
to be vigoronſly exerted againſt thoſe, whoſe future Deſigns 
ſhall ſeem any way to threaten the Safety of Europe. 
We have been told, Sir, that the of not agree- 
ing to what is propoſed is infinitely great; but that in agree- 
ing to it there is no Danger; Sir, in my Opinion, it is di- 


rectly otherwiſe. It is certain, that the Regard we are to 


expect from Foreigners muſt always depend upon the Eſteem 
they have of the Strength of the Nation, and of the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of thoſe Councils by which that Strength is to be di- 
rected. The Strength of the Nation does not ſurely conſiſt 
only in the Troops we have on Foot, or the Squadrons we 
have at Sea, but upon the Number of Troops we are able 
to raiſe and maintain, and the Squadrons we are able to put 
to Sea. Therefore it is certain that the Adding 7 or 8000 
Men to our Land-Forces, or to = Squadrons we have _ 
1 2 tte 
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of our Strength: But the putting ourſelves to ſuch needlely 


| Expence, when no Man can ſay that we are in any real 


Danger, will certainly give Foreigners a very mean Opinion 
of our Councils. The Armaments we have made can obs 
lige neither of the Sides engaged in War, but 2 
give great Offence, by which we may draw a War upon 
ourſelves ; our Armaments may very probably anite ſeveral 
of the Powers of Europe againſt us, while by the Inaction 
of thoſe Armaments we may be deprived of eyery Ally. 

© But, Sir, with regard to our domeſtick Affairs, the Dans 
ger is more apparent and much more terrible. The keep- 
ing up of a numerous Standing Army, in Time of Peace, i 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with the Liberties of this Nation, 
The Gentlemen, or at leaſt ſome of them, who ſupported 
this Motion, talk of an Army of 18,000 Men as always 
neceſſary to be up within this Iſland. This, Sir, is 
the true Secret of this Day's Motion; thoſe Gentlemen 
know that when Peace is reſtored, the Nation will inf 
upon a Reduction's being made, therefore, think they, let 
us now increaſe the Army, that when Peace is reſtored we 
may ſtop the Mouths of the Diſaſſected, (as they call them 
by making a Reduction of the Troops we are now to add: 
And thus, Sir, we ſhall have a Standing Army of 18,000 
Men ſaddled upon us for ever. As I am of Opinion, that 
an Army of 18,000 Men is at leaſt 10,000 more than we 
ought to have in Time of Peace; as I am of Opinion that 
ſack a numerous Army can be neceſſary for no End, but that 
of enabling a Miniſter to trample upon the Liberties of his 
Country; therefore I think the Motion ought to be rejefed 
with Difdain. 

* As for Miniſters, they muſt not t Regard and 
Eſteem from their Equipage, but from the Wiſdom and 
Addreſs of their Negotiations ; for a Miniſter with a blun- 
dering Head, or one that is ſent upon ridiculous Errands, 
will make as ſorry a Figure with an Equipage of „ 
Troops, as an Equipage of Footmen ; and I am afraid the 
Aſs's Ears will appear much more conſpicuous under a well- 
burniſhed Head- piece, than ever they did under a well pow: 
der'd Peruke. © 

* The other Parallel, Sir, that has been drawn is very 
much to the preſent Purpoſe, if it had been y related. 
We are in the very Caſe of a Gentleman, who is told by his 
Steward and the Workmen employed by that Steward, that 
his Eftate is in great Danger of being overflowed by the 
Breach in thoſe Dykes and Mounds, which, as they fay, 
were made to prevent Inundatiuns. The Gentleman is ſur- 
priſed at this, knowing that there were never any Dyke 
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or Mounds made his Eftate for preventing Inundations, 
but what were > Na EN 
not be overflowed without ſome artificial Tulets made, or even 
Windmills or Fire-Engines and ſet up for that 
Purpoſe. He anſwers, you y ſurpriſe me, I can hardly 
believe there 8 3 — however, 
I'll g along with you and examine every Part of my Eſtate, 
ed il ths take tack Mondoree 20 wing he | ny tus 
venting the Danger : _ this the Steward and his Works 
men are in a Fr ey know that the Inlets were made 
or the Windmills ſet up, either by themſelves or by ſome of 
their Maſter's Neighbours, with their Contiivance ; and there- 
fore they reply, O Lord, Sir! you muſt not examine into 
Particulars, the Breaches are of ſuch a Nature that if you 
but look upon them they will become irreparable; give us 
but a ſmall Sum of Money, and an Order for ſuch of your 
Tenants as we ſhall name, to attend and aſſiſt us, we can 
now eaſily make up the Breach ; but if you delay, or offer to 
examina into it, the Reparation will coft you more than the 
Value of your Eſtate : If ſuch a Gentleman ſhould comply 
blindly with ſuch a Demand, I am ſure, Sir. it muſt be 
granted, that if he was not mad, he was very much under 
the Management of his Steward. 

* While the Dutch, and all the other States of Europe 
not yet engaged in the War, ſhew ſo little Concern about it; 
while even the Princes of Germany ſhew ſo little Inclination 
to exert their whole Strength upon the Occaſion ; I cannot 
think the Balance of Power im any imminent Danger : And 
if any Danger threatens this Nation in particular, in God's 
Name let it be told; when we know what it is, or from 
whence it is to be apprehended, we may eaſily take ſuch 
Meaſures as may prevent it ; but do not let us, under ima- 
ginary Pretences of diſtant foreign Dangers, ſubje& our Con- 
r Sree Danger ; for what 
will it avail us to preſerve the Liberties of Europe, if under 
that Pretence we our own ?* 
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To this it was replied by the ſame Members who ſupported 
Mr Andrews's Motion, as follows: 
Sir, 

Whatever Advantage we may draw from the Tranqui- 
lity of others, it is certain we muſt always draw great and 
many Advantages from our own ; and it is as certain, that 
let the Deſigns of the Parties in War be at preſent 
what they will, we may be deeply concerned in its Event. 
If either the preſent Deſigns ſhould be puſhed too far, or 
new and ambitious Deſigns encouraged and ſet up by Suc- 
cels, we mult neceſſarily at laſt be involved; and _— 
what 
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the true and only Deſign of the Augmentation now pro- 
poſed ; it is ſo ſmall that I cannot look upon it as deſigned 
to engage us in the'War, but to prevent our being engaged; 
and for this Reaſon, I think, we may the more eaſily agree 
to it. 

Whether the Balance of Power be now in Danger, or 
whether this Nation in particular be now in Danger, is not 
the Queſtion before us ; but whether both may not be in 
Danger by the Event of the preſent War, and this I really 
think can't be made a Queſtion, In ſuch a Caſe we are 
not to be directed by the Behaviour of other States: At leaf, 
I am ſure, the Reſolutions of this Houſe ought as little'to 
be regulated by the Example of - the Dutch, or of the 
Princes of Germany, as they ought to be regulated by the 
Advice of our own Miniſters. In the War which was com- 
menced before the Death of the late King William, 4 be- 
lieve it will not be denied but that the Balance of Power 
was really in Danger, and yet, for ſome Time after it 
commenced, the Dutch ſeemed, to all publick Appearance, 
as quiet as they ſeem at preſent ; the — of Germany 
ſeemed as little concerned, nay, ſome of them actually en- 
gaged againſt the Liberties of Europe, and of their Coun- 
try. *Till we declared ourſelves, no Prince in Europe would 
venture to ſtir to the Relief of the Houſe of Auftria ; and 
therefore I muſt think, that the outward Behaviour of all, 
or any of the Princes of Europe, can never be made uſe of 
as any Argument in this Debate. Beſides, Sir, the other 
Princes and States of Europe have no Occafion to make any 
Augmentation of their Forces till they are juſt ready to take 
the Field : They have, all of them, great Bodies of Land- 
Forces in continual Pay; there is hardly an Electoral Prince 
of Germany, but what maintains as great a Number of 
Land-Forces as are now in this Iſland ; and yet, I hope, it 
will not be ſaid, but that if we were to engage, we not 
only could, but ought to take the Field with a much greater 
Army than 3 them can maintain; for which Reaſon 
we are always under a Neceſſity to begin to prepare much 
ſooner than any of our Neighbours. M K | 

* We may talk what we will of the Number of Men in 
our Country, and the Numbers of Ships in our Harbour; 
but from ſuch Calculations the Strength of a Nation is not 
now to be computed. It is from the Number of regular, 
well-diſciplin'd Troops, and from the Number of Men of 
War provided with experienced Seamen, that the Strength 
of a Nation 1s always now computed : A Number of 
lar well-diſciplined Troops is now become as neceſſary, either 
for Offence or Defence, as a well-diſciplined, well-armed 

| | Militia 
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ilitia was of old; and the Regard a Nation is to expect Ame 8. Geo. 1. 

om its Neighbours, depends now as much upon the former, 
it depended of old upon the latter. Tis true, Regi- 

nents may be ſoon raiſed, Regiments may be ſoon augment- 

{ ; but a Regiment newly raiſed muſt be exerciſed for ma- 


ry Months, before it can expect to engage ſucceſsfully againſt 


— 
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2 old, well-diſciplined Regiment; and even an old Regi- 
in nent newly augmented, cannot pretend to enter upon im- 
ally vediate Action, it muſt have ſome Time to diſcipline the 


ew Men that have been incorporated. This is the Reaſon, 
Sir, and, in my Opinion, a convincing Reaſon, why we 
ould always in to increaſe our Land-Forces, at leaſt, 


E 


* ome Months before there may be a Neceſſity for enteri 
the pon Action: And by what is now propoſed, the Increaſe 
Im. Ss to be made in the moſt proper, and the leaſt expenſive 


ay ; that is, by adding a Number of private Men to each 
ompany in the Service, without raiſing any new Regiments 
pr Companies, which could not ſo ſpeedily be made fit for 
Actition, and would, by increaſing the Number of Officers, 


=2 T 


1 de more expenſive to the Nation. 

2 J am none of thoſe, Sir, who imagine that Germany, 
Poland, and Moſcovy, can be conquered in one Campaign; 
und much leſs do I imagine that France, Spain, and Italy, 
and an be conquered in one Campaign. And yet Ido verily believe, 
all, lat a compleat Victory or two, gained in the very Begi 


ing of a Campaign, eſpecially by that Side which has hi- 


N nerto had the beſt Succeſs, might be attended with ſuch 
any onſequences, and might bring the unfortunate Side ſo low, 
af they met with no Relief or Aſſiſtance before the Begin- 
nd. ing of the next Campaign, that to recover the Loſſes of 


hat Campaign, and compel the Conquerors to accept of 
reaſonable Terms, would moſt certainly coſt this Nation a 
aſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure ; even though we were 
Immediately joined by Holland, Denmark, and Sweden, 
neither of whoſe Aſſiſtance, even in ſuch a critical Con- 
jucture, we can pretend to depend upon with Certainty. 
or upon ſuch an Occafion, ſome of them might expe& to 
make an Advantage by joining the victorious Side; and if 
ve ſhould be obliged to engage ſingly, and without the Aſſi- 
ſtance of either of the three Powers I have mentioned, one 
unfortunate Campaign might involve us in a tedious, an 
expenſive, and even a doubtful War: Whereas, if we put 
ourſelves in ſuch a Condition as to be able to give immediate 
Relief to the unfortunate Side, or to engage immediately 
againſt that Side whoſe Views ſhall hereafter be diſcover'd 
to be inconſiſtent with the Safety of Europe, we may then 
eaſily caſt the Balance, and give Law to the Conquerors. 
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minent Danger our Liberties are 


Army in Time of Peace; which s 


Queſtion. I could eaũly ſhew, that an Army kept ap fron 
Year to Year, under the Direction of Parliament, and c 
manded by Gentlemen of the beſt Families, and ſome d 
them of as good Eiates as any in the Kingdom, can never 
be dangerous either to our Conſtitution or to our Liberves 
were it much more numerous than it is, or is now 

to be; but the keeping up a Staading Army in Time d 
Peace is not the Queſtion under our Conſideration. Wi 
Gentlemen ſay, that when all Europe is in a Flame, me 
ought not to begin 2 — Will — 
that we ought never to make any Augmentation, or 
reren 
be a ſafe Maxim for any Nation? 

* I Co not know, Sir, that any Gentleman has in tha 
Debate declared, that 18,C00 is the Number of Land- Fon 
which mutt always be kept up in this Nation, even in tut 
of the pre foundeſt Tranquility : However, it has been diſcs 
2 i: ſcems, that this is the of forme Gentle 

; and that the Addition now moved for, is propoſed for 
2 — dat only that theſe Gentlemen may lu 
an Opportuaĩty of Ropping the Mouths of the Dilallefind, 
by reducing that additional Nember as ſoon as the 
' Tranquility is re-eftzblified. Sir, if no Reaſon had been 
aZonee for the Additon propoſed, there might have been 
orte Room for tis Preſampoon ; bet 2 


L. 


Fre Fg S FFF 71T 


5 
— 


B. KS F.. 4 N 


9 2 
Dan 


pt up in 
this Nation in Time of Peace ? Upon that Queſtion, I hope 
as great a Number will be reduced, without any regard to 
the Addition now made, as the Safety of the Nation can 
admit of ; for I ſhall join with the honourable Gentlemen 
in Opinion, that we ought heyer to keep up a greater Num- 
ber than is abſolutely neceflary for the Safety of the Nation, 
and the Support of his Majeſty's Government; and whoe- 
rer is againſt keeping up that Number, ſhall always be look- 
ed on by me as a Perſon dilaffefted to both. 
Before I conclude, Sir, I muſt take Notice that from 
this Debate it appears to me, that the Gentlemen employed 
in the Adminiftration of our Affairs are always in the moſt 
uckliſh Situation. If they propoſe to make Proviſions a- 
gzinft Dangers, by which Proviſions the People mult be put 
to an Expence, they then are charged with railing imaginary 
Dangers, in order from thence to take an Opportunity to 
load the People with new Taxes : And their Misfortune is, 
dat the more careful they have been in time paſt, the Ar- 
ment grows every Day ſtronger againſt them; becauſe 
People begin at laft to believe, that the Dangers which were 
nerer felt were imaginary, tho in Reality they were pre- 
reared only by the Provifions that were made againſt them. 
However, many People may come at laſt to be confirmed in 
dais erroneous Opinion, by which the Minifters may be at 
ki refuſed thoſe Proviſions that are actually necefiary ; and 
, by ſach Refuſal, any fignal Mifortune ſhould befal the 
Nation, the Miniſters would be fare to be loaded with 
de Blame of it, tho* they had done all that was in their 
Fower to warn us of the Danger. 
I cannot really comprehend, Sir, what Sort of Inform2- 
don it is that Gentlemen want upon this Occafion ; would 
ey have his Majeſty fend to tell us, that there is a bloody 
War carried on by France, Spain and Sardinia againſt the 
e peror ? Surely they do not expect that his Majeſty frould 
das a particular Meffage, in order to acquaint us with a 
_ e is known to the Whole Wend Pro- 
db. N. I dzb 
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has yet been offered to the Parties concerned: Or perhay 


666 
bably his Majeſty has not yet diſcovered, whether any 
the Parties engaged in War have any farther Views - thay 
what they publickly avow ; this I ſay may not probably 
have heen yet diſcovered, becauſe no Plan of an Agreeme 


his Majeſty has already diſcovered, that ſome of the Partie 
concerned have ſome ſecret and ambitious Views, which 
will oblige him to declare very ſoon againſt them. In the 
firſt Caſe, his Majeſty can give us no farther Informatia 
than what he has already given; but ſuppoſe the laſt to} 
the Caſe, ought his Majeſty, either by Meſſage or other 
wiſe, to diſcloſe to us the Secrets he diſcovered, or the 
Reſolutions he has taken upon ſuch Djicovery ? Would 30 
ſuch a Meſſage be an open and a publick Declaration d 
War ? And will any Gentleman ſay, that it would be wi 
in his Majeſty, or in thoſe who have the Honour to a 
viſe him, to make any ſuch publick Declaration, before 
has made all the neceſſary Preparation, and is juſt ready y 
enter upon Action? In ſhort, let us put the Caſe what Wa 
we will, it is impoſſible we can have, or ought to han 
any farther Information than what every Gentleman wi 

out Doors, as well as within, fully knows from the Ci 
cumſtances Europe is in at preſent. And as theſe are, 
my Opinion, more than ſufficient for inducing every M 
who regards the Safety of his Country, to agree to the 
Augmentation now propoſed, I ſhall very little regard wha 
may be thought of the Wiſdom or the Integrity of thi 
Houſe ; for I am very ſure, every Man whoſe good Opinia 
is worth deſiring, will, from our agreeing to this Queſtioz 
be convinced of both.” | 


Some Members, who agreed to the Neceſtity of an Aup 
mentation of our Forces, thought it more eligible to hi 
foreign Troops than increaſe the Number of our Army 
Home : And in Support of this Propoſal, Mr John How 
ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows: wa 

Sir, | a 

It is with great Diffidence and Confuſion, that I fn 
up to ſpeak on this Occaſion : I think it one of more Dif 
culty, a more critical Conjuncture, than ever I knew unde 
the Conſideration of this Houſe. I cannot, Sir, but wit 
the greateſt Reluctancy think of adding to the heavy Bur 
then my Country already labours under; and yet it wol 
be the greateſt Concern imaginable to me, if through a in W. 
ill-tim'd Piece of good Huſbandry, I ſhould ſuffer the Ne 
tion to be involv'd in Calamities, which ſome 
might have prevented. In this Streight I ſhould be glad 
give no Opinion; but yet muſt now offer ſuch as occurs 9 

| me. 


(a); 

me. Peace is the greateſt Advantage that can be deſired 

> free and trading Nation: Any Expence which will contri- 
bute to continue that Bleſſing to us, will be Money well 
mployed ; and what i now propoſed to us, I ſee in the Light 
of a Meaſure for Peace: The Increaſe of our Forces in ge- 
eral appears to me, to be with an Intention, not to make, 
but to prevent War. We are now in the righteſt Situation 
doſſible: We take on us the Part of Mediators, not of 
Principals or Parties in the War : May our good Offices 
de effectual? All I can do to make them fo, I am ſure I 
wiſh : God ſend they may be ſo? But we muſt put our- 
ſelves into a Condition to be a Weight in whichever Scale 
e may throw ourſelves; for bare Reaſons, Perſuaſives 
alone, will, I fear, have little Effect. But if the ſtronger 
Party is made ſenſible, that if it refuſes to come into rea- 
ſonable Terms, it will not long continue the ſtronger Party, 
pur Mediation will be more regarded; and a Miniſter will 
be beſt hearkened to, whoſe Equipages, inſtead of a great 
Number of fine Footmen, conſiſts of a large Body of good 
Troops: I am therefore, Sir, free to declare for arming 
ourſelves, convinced that an unarmed Mediation muſt prove 
an unſucceſsful one. But, Sir, as the ſhewing what a con- 
trary Meaſure would produce, does beſt illuſtrate Things, 
let us confider what would be the natural Effects of our de- 
clining to make any warlike Preparations. Would it not 
be declaring to the French that they may go on and con- 
quer? That they may place upon the Imperial Throne a 
Prince of the Houſe of Bourbon ? That England is not 
now, as formerly, apprehenſive of the Increaſe of the 
Puwer of France ? This would certainly be the Concluſion 
the French would naturally draw from our not arming : A 
Concluſion no Engliſhman ſurely would give them an Op- 
portunity to make. Warlike Preparations will, I hope, con- 
duce tomaking Peace ; and if they fail of making Peace, they 
will enable us to make War: The Expence will neither 
way be loſt. A noble Lord was pleaſed to ſay, that the 
Proſperity cf this Nation depended on the Peace and Tran- 
quility of our Neighbours ; I join with him in Opinion ; 
at leaſt ſo far that it may be diſturbed by their Want of 
Tranquility : But ſurely then we ought not to repine at any 
Expence to procure that Peace and Tranquility to them, 
upon which our own Proſperity is thought to depend. Some 
Gentlemen ſeem to apprehend, that arming will engage us 
in War, without the Dutch; far from it; for if it ſhould fail 
of its defired Succeſs, we are ſtill at Liberty to act as we 
think beſt : But upon that Article, I think it moſt proper to 
be ſilent at preſent. We may, as the Country People ex- 
prels it, when the Time ＋ do like our * 
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( 68 } 
given my Conſent to the Increaſ 
of Forces in general, I muſt likewiſe declare, that ſor the 
Method, now propoſed, of increaſing them, by raifing mon 
national Troops, I can by no Means approve of it. Aft 
which it will de expected of me to ſay in what Manner 
would have them increaſed ; for to oppoſe a Meaſure, and 
ropoſe no other in its Place, is certainly very unjuſtifrable, 
On this Occaſion therefore, I am net ſhy of declaring that 
the warlike Preparation I mean, is by making Contradh 
with foreign Princes for their Troops, in eafe we call fv 
them. To this Method there is ne Objeftion but the un 
voidable Expence ; and yet the Expence of national 
is ſtill greater: Even the diſbanding of national "Troop 
does not free us from the Expence of them ; their Hal 
Pay remains; and 'tis remarkable, that Half-Pay Officer 
tho* they hardly live, they never die. But other ObjeQion 
ariſe-to national Troops; the Burthen they are otherwik, 
and the Danger from them is likewiſe greater; not that 
look on them, as another noble Lord does, as a Standity 
Army; for it is not to be ſuppoſed, that this can be the Nun 
ber to be kept up: That is not my Objection; but I objed 
to the Increaſe of national Forces, as a Method in no Cit 
cumſtance ſo eaſy or ſafe, as the engaging foreign One. 
Arming in general I think abſolutely neceſſary; and wet 
there no other Method, I would conſent to this. Ow 
Houſe indeed is not on Fire, but our Neighbours is in 
Flame; I therefore approve the increaſing of our Fore 
in general, and only oppoſe the Method now propoſed vf 
raiſing national Ones, as there is a more eaſy and more eo 
venient one of doing it, by engaging foreign Troops.” 
To this Speech of Mr Howe's it was replied by Mr Lite 
ſay, * That by the Augmentation ſed, it was not i- 
tended to add new Officers, but only ſo many private Mui 
to each Company; ſo that when Peace was reſtored, tht 
Augmentation then made could be reduced, without teavitf 
any Charge upon the Nation: That in a Time of ſuch pub 
lick Danger it was neceſſary to augment our Forees within 
the Kingdom, and therefore any ſmall Inconvenieneies that 
might from thence ariſe muſt be borne with: That by i 
creafing our own Troops no Money was carried out of the 
Kingdom: That it would add to the Number of our traifed 
Soldiers, which, if any futare Danger ſhould arife, would 
be an Advantage to the Nation: That by a Man's becom 
ing a Soldier his Labour and Induſtry was not quite bot, 
for many of them were as induſtrious after liſting as e 
they had been before: That old and infirm Soldiers mull 
always of courſe be diſmifled, and new Recruits raiſed i 
their Stead, tho' no Augmentation were ever made. 1 
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Mr John Drummond, in Payout of the Motion for the Anno 8. Ceo. u. 
—_— took Notice of the Number of Forces the + 
Dutch had on Foot, and their Diſpoſition to act in Concert wr 7. Dm 
with Great Britain.” Then Mr Robert Dundaſs flood up, Mr Duns, 
and ſpoke againſt the Augmentation, and mention'd the bad | 
Purpoſes for which the Forces were employ d, and inſtanc'd 
the drawing up of the Regiment in the Abbey Cloſe at 
Edinburgh, to over-awe the Election of the Scots Peers, 
or over-awe the Elections of Commoners ; and to induce ſuch 
Places as were conceiv'd to wiſh for Troops, to vote for Cour- 
tiers, or otherwiſe to have the Troops remov'd from them. 

To this Mr Duncan Forbes * anfwer'd, * That the Drawing 3 p. row, 
up the Troops in the Abbey Cloſe was an ordinary Muſter 
or Exerciſe of Arms; and the Abbey Cloſe an ordinary 
Place for ſuch Muſters ; and that there was great Need of 
armed Force in Scotland; without which the notorious In- 
clination there to Smuggling and Cheating the Revenue, and 
to mutiny and reſiſt the Execution of legal Proceſs, could 
not be quell'd ; and concluded with diſapproving the Pro- 
poſal for hiring Foteign Troops.” Hereupon James 
Erkine ſtood up and ſaid, Mr Erskine. 

Sir, | 

Jam loth to take up the Time of the Houſe, now it 
is ſo late, but as the Affair of the Troops at the Election 
of the Sixteen Scots Peers has been miſrepreſented; and as 
I am fully acquainted with the Truth of that Tranſaction, 
I hope the Houſe will indulge me. 

I believe no Member of this, or any other former Par- 
liament, has ever aſſerted that a Standing Army was con- 
ſiſtent with our Conſtitution, or even attempt to deny but it 
is dangerous to our Rights and Liberties. A Standing Army 
has been kept up, it is true, from Year to Year, and ſome- 
times augmented, by pretendimg the Exigencies of the Times: 
but ſuch Exigencies, that the ſame, or other ſuch, may to 
the World's End be pretended : So that if the ſame mean 
and low Spirit continues in Britain, a Standing Army is for 
erer to be the Oppreſſion of this once flouriſhing Iſland. 
Theſe Arguments are indeed too general to be dwelt on, 
when the Queſtion is not, Whether to have an Army ; but, 
Whether to augment it ? Since it ſeems granted on all Sides, 
that we muſt have an Army for this Year ; that Britain 
muſt for one Year longer ſubmit to that Badge and great 
Mean of Slavery : But if it is ſodangerous to have any, it is 
ſtill more dangerous to add to it; and if Exigencies requir'd 
ſach an Army as we had laſt Year, yet it behoves us to ſee 
the Exigencies, that requir'd ſo large an Addition as 8009 
more, before we ought to conſent to it. The 


* Lird Advocate for Scotland, 
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© The Pretext made uſe of is, that we and the Dutch are 


to be Mediators between the contending Powers of Europe, Pe 
and that unarmed Mediators cannot effeftually mediate de 
yet the Dutch are to be unarm'd, not only by Sea, but arg di 
to add nothing to their Land-Forces, as was but now ac- te 
knowledg'd : 'Tho' the other Day we were told, That as A 
we ſhould increaſe our Fleet, the Sea being our natural an 
Barrier; ſo would the Dutch augment their Troops, their di 
Barrier being by Land. But now we ſee that our Neigh- ſc 
bours are to ſhare with us the Honour and Advantage of ha 
Mediating, and we are to bear all the Burden : Yet it ſeems Is 
neither they nor we are indeed to be Mediators ; for his mi 
Majeſty's Speech ſays only, that his good Offices, and the Rt 
good Offices of the States General, had been accepted of; gr. 
and as ſome Gentlemen had openly in the Houſe denyd bh. 
that we were to be Mediators, they explain'd the accepting he 
of theſe good Offices to be no more than barely to allow us bu 
to make Propoſals to the Powers in War. And is this all Ti 
the mighty Matter for which our domeſtick Army is to be hel 
augmented fo greatly? If a ſtrong Army is neceſſary fot the 
this Purpoſe, the Augmentation is too little: But any dia 
Augmentation in our preſent Circumſtances is not the pre 
Way to make us to be regarded by the Potentates zt A 
War. They know our Caſe, that we are under vaſt od 
Debts, much whereof was contracted for no Purpoſe, or Ou! 
for bad Purpoſes : And to ſee us acting wiſely and fru- 5 
gally, and to have Money and Credit as formerly, would tle: 
give Britain the Weight it formerly had ; and they know Us 
that then we could raiſe Troops at Home, and hire Abroad: ſho 
But they would never believe us noticeable for having 2 5,000 reg 
or 26,000 Men in our Army at Home, with not a Farthing a 80 
in our Pockets. After all, it ſeems hard to be believed that gal 
It is in earneſt ſaid we are to be Mediators, or at all to in- of 
terpoſe, or that we are any ways afraid of the Conſequences Int 
of the preſent War in Europe: For ſome Years ago we Ilex 
were offer'd the Mediation, nd then refus'd it; no doubt che 
to ſhew our Modeſty, and that we were not ſo vain as to to 
take on us to offer Laws to France, a Nation ſuperior to * 


Britain, and whom then we obſequiouſly courted. And to . 
ſay, we now dread the Progreſs of the Arms of the French in © 
and their Confederates, one muſt be tempted to think but 


a Pretext : For ſo wiſe Men as adminifter the Britiſh Affain Yea 
did certainly foreſee it, and can not be frighted at the 5 
ee} 


Conſequences of their own Actions; ſince all flow'd from 
the Introduction of Don Carlos into Italy, which was done 

by our own Fleet. I am, in my own private Opinion, Scot 
ſo little perſuaded of the Wiſdom of that Expedition, that 


J hope the 20,000 Scamen, voted the other Day, are deſign'd had 
- fot 
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ſor a better Purpoſe ; yet it is better to make an ible, tho'.ex- Anno 8. Geo. 13. 


ve Show of them at Spithead, than ſend them Abroad to 
do Miſchief. And all this appears from our ſucceeding Con- 
duct; for it would be a high Reflection to ſuppoſe the In- 
telligence of our Miniſtry ſo bad, that they knew not of the 
Alliance when forming betwixt France, Spain and Sardinia, 
and they could not but/ſee the Conſequences of it. Yet they 
did nothing to ſtop that Treaty ; nor, when it was finiſh'd, to 
ſtop their powerful Armies from entering Italy, where they 
have had ſo great Succeſs ; and our Trade to which Coun 
is now as precarious as our Trade to Spain: They likewiſe 
muſt have foreſeen the Progreſs of the French Arms on the 
Rhine ; for who did not know, that the Emperor, having a 
great Army in Italy, was over-power'd by a greater ; and 
that France, in the German War, having nothing to appre- 
hend from Italy or Spain, as in former Wars, could not 
but be an Over-match for the Emperor on the Rhine ? 
Therefore as all this has happen'd, having been foreſeen and 


1734-35- 


* as 
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help'd on by our own Miniltry, the Fear ſaid to ariſe from 


thence muſt be but an affected Pretence, as well as the Me- 
diation which we had formerly refuſed, and now did not 
pretend was offer d to us: Nay, if it was otherwiſe, yet this 
Augmentation of our Army is not the right Way to make 
us conſiderable in the Mediation, nor a good Way to act for 
ourſelves, ſince we are not like to be attack'd this Year. 

] can't help taking Notice of what was ſaid by the Gen- 
tleman who ſpoke laſt, [ M Duncan * relating to the 
Uſe of Troops in Scotland. I am ſorry that ſuch Things 
ſhould be ſaid of that Country, by a Gentleman whom I 
regard ſo much, and whoſe Worth and Learning I am not 
a Stranger to : I dare aſſert the Law, and the Execution of le- 
gal Proceſs, in Scotland has free Courſe without the Aſſiſtance 
of Troops : I have heard of no remarkable Inſtance of the 
Interpoſition of Troops in ſuch Caſes ; but when it was done 
illegally by thoſe in Power and Office, to the Oppreſſion of 
the Subjects, and Overthrow of our Liberties, and contrary 
to Law ; Inſtances of which I can give, and I hope will 
in due Time be adverted to, and meet with deſerved Re- 
buke. There are more Inſtances of Mutiny and Tumult 
in England than in Scotland; and more Running of Goods 
in a few Days on the Thames, than in all Scotland for a 
Year. ¶ Here he related the Manner of drawing up the Re- 
giment in the Abbey-Cloſe at the Election of the Sixteen 
Peers.) For my Part I know no Good the Army has done 
in Britain, but making Roads thro' the Mountains of the 
Scots Highlands, which was performed by a Handful.” 

Colonel Handaſyde took up Mr Erſkine, as if what he 
had faid about the Regiment in the Abbey-Cloſe * re- 

| ected 


Col. Handaſyde, 


Anns 8. Geo. II. 
1734-35: 


a 


Sir J. Campbell. 


=: that Time, tho they were prodigiouſly wrong at the 
| Eleftios 


- fleion on Mr Erſkine, call'd out, To Order: Hereupon 


W245 
flected on him, whoſe Regiment it was; and endeavours 
ſhew that it was but an ordinary Meeting there, and that as; 
thing could be meant by it, ſince the Regiment march 
from Town at Mr Dundaſ's Election: That he deſerv'd 
Thanks, and not Blame, for his Conduct by the Gentlamen 
of that Country; but that ſome wiſh'd there had been Mobs 
and Tumalts, and from their Diſappointment proececded 
their Complaints.“ | 

Mr Erſkine riſing up to reply, Sir James Campbell figed 
up likewiſe, and endeavour d to ſhew the Neceflity of Troop 
in the Highlands ; Urging, © That they ought to be continued 
though the Highlanders were, at preſent, moſtly well af 
feed ; and gave for Inſtance the Advantage of having 
Troops in Scotland in the Year 1915, when the Rebelliag 
was rais'd and carried on by the Earl of Mar, Brother @ 
the honourable Member who had ſpoke laſt againſt the Me. 
rion.” Several Members, reſenting this Expreſſion as a Re 


Mr Erfkine ſtood up again, and ſaid, That when he lat 
roſe up to ſpeak, it eould not be to anſwer the Member 
who had now ſpoke, [Sir James Campbell] for then he had 
ſaid nothing; and that he might for the iame Reaſon pak 
by all that the worthy Gentleman had ſpoke ſince. Here 
Sir James Campbell got up again ; but the Houſe would net 
allow him to interrupt: Then Mr Erſkine went on, and faid, 
That the honourable Gentleman, who ſpoke before, [meaning 
Colonel Handaſyde) could not, on the leaſt Reflection, ime 
gine that any Thing ſaid was meant againſt him, who he had 
never, that he knew of, ſeen in his Life till now ; and that the 
Colonel was not then 1n Scotland, and therefore could net 
be blam'd for any Thing done by his Regiment : That he 
blam'd not even his Officers preſent, not deubting but they 
had Orders : That this was not the Time to argue that im- 
portant Matter and flagrant Eneroachment on the Britiſh Li- 
berties, which might come to be inquird into afterwards; 
yet the Account he had given of it was jult, notwi 
the Anſwer : That the Regiment had been muſter'd, and 
in the Field but a Day or two before, and therefore the 
Meeting on that Day was not an ordinary one: That it could 
not be without a Defign, and a bad one too: That on ſuch 8 
Day the three Companies at Leith were march'd to jon 
thoſe at Edinburgh, ard kept altogether under Arms durag 
the Election, and then march'd back to Leith: And that 
other Facts, equally or more groſs, could in due Time and 
Seaſon, be made appear to ſhew that it was done on a bad 
Defign : That their marching from Edinburgh at the Elec 
tion for the County, proves only they were not in the Wrong 


(73) 2 
Election of the Peers : That the Accuſation of wiſhing 


by it? And ſtill leſs could the Minority reap any Advantage 
from it, except to put themſelves in the Wrong, when they 
had no Reaſon to hope they would meet with Pardon and 


faid, did not the high Nature of it require him to ſpeak 
to it: That he had ſuffer'd more by it than any Man, except 
his deceas'd Friend and Relation, who was at the Head of 
it: That his Principle and Conduct, with reſpect to the pre- 
ent Eftabliſhment, ever fince he enter d on the World and 
Buſineſs, had been uniform and firm in all Times and Situa- 
tions, as every Body knew, who knew him ; and as the Ob- 
jector and his Friends had often acknowledg'd : And if now 
his greateſt Enemies could bring an Inſtance to the contrary, 
he conſented to have it reckon'd that he had always been 
a Traitor : That, therefore, if the Occaſion of flinging out 
his at him, and the Air with which it was done, had not 
Jook'd ſo unfavourably, he muſt, in Juſtice to the Gentle- 
man who ſpoke it, have thought he intended to do him 

[anour ; by ſhewing his Loyalty to have been ſo uncon- 
nuerable, that his neareſt Relations, and with whom he had 
o great Connection, could not ſhake or diminiſh it. 

Mr Charles Areſkine * ftood up next, and faid, That Mr cha. Arexkiny, 
he Abbey and Parliament Cloſe were ſo far diſtant, + that 
he Regiment drawn up in the former could not over- awe 
he Election at the latter.” 

Then the Queſtion being put on the Motion made by 
Andrews, it paſs'd in the Affirmative by 261 to 208. 


Feb. 17. Mr. Walter Plumer mov'd, That the Poſtmaſter Mr Plzmers Mo 

eneral might lay before the Houſe a Copy of the King's fore the Houle tne 

Varrant, whereby Letters were permitted to paſs Poſt- free. Er be Vaman,. 
Feb. 19. The faid Warrant was laid before the Houſe. Fe. Ta. 
Feb. 24. Several Reſolutions of the Committee on the 

apply, haviing been agreed to by the Houſe, Sir William 

Vyndham mew'd, © That the Journal of the Houſe of the 
Vo I. IV. | K 5th 
* $1:i:or Gene- a! for Scotland. 

* Th: Difrancg is little more than Half a Mile, 
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Anno8. Geo. u. 5th of December 1690, in the ſecond: Year of William and 
wm Mary, in relation to the Report from the Committee, /w 


whom the Conſideration of the Eſtimates and Accounts re. 5 

lating to the Army, Navy and Treaſury were referred, of 

might be read ; which was done accordingly. 'Then he far 

mov'd for reading the Journal of November gth, 1691, in mt 

the third Year of the ſame Reign, in relation to appoint- — 

ing a Committee to inſpect the Eſtimate of the Navy for of t 

the Vear 1692, which having been alſo read, Sir William the 

Wyndham ſtood up again, and ſpoke as follows: Ma 

Mir Speaker, ſma 

Sir W. Wyndham's When I reflect on the long Peace this Nation has en- tac 

Motion for refer- , k 5 

ring the Eſtimate of joy'd, I am ſurpriſed how ſmall a Part of our publick Debts en 
Ts has been paid off; but when I conſider the vaſt S ums that e 
jek&t Comitice. have been yearly raiſed, that the People have not been made fore 
quite free of any one Tax which the preceeding War ad 

brought upon them, nor any Tax, except one only, in the BW by! 

leaſt diminiſhed ; I cannot comprehend how it was poſſible, dere 

in every Year of this long Term of Peace, to find Pretences Serv 

for putting the Nation to ſach a vaſt Expence: And I muſt cert 

think, If our Parliaments, for theſe twenty Years paſt, had of t 

followed the Example laid down in the Precedents now Yea 

read to you, and had always appvinted a ſelect Committee, c 

to examine the Eſtimates yearly laid before them, it would Gory 

not have been poſſible to prevail with them to agree that fon 
ſuch an Expence was neceſſary. ſued, 
This, Sir, I wiſh had been done by every Parliament Poſte 
ſince the Revolution; and as this is the firſt Seſſion of be ſc 
new Parliament, I hope we ſhall begin to follow that Ez penc 
ample which was ſhewn by the firſt Parliament after the if ar 
Revolution. I hope it will not be ſaid, but that Parliament BF Acco 
had as good Reaſon to put a Confidence in the Admin. the! 
{tration as this Parliament has, or as any Parliament hat ignor 

ſince that Time; and yet we find that Parliament, in their Whoſe 
very brit Seſſion, paſſing an Act, and by Ballot z:ppointing and 
Commiſſioners, for taking and examining the Account of all Hand 
publick Money, and reſolving that no Perſon ſhould be one BM gotte 
of thoſe Commiſſioners, who had any Office of Profit, or Falla 
was accountable to their Majeſties ; and their Care of the ¶ ¶ Acco 
publick Money, in their ſecond and third Seſſions, we may cl 
collect from the Journals now read to us. For this Rex WW Acco 

ſon I am convinced, that what I am now to propoſe cannot WW enter 
be thought ſhewing the leaſt Diſreſpe& to his Majeſty : I WW Notic 
is only ſhewing that prudent Care of the People's Money, Ther 
which we ought always to ſhew as their Repreſentative, Wl Ships 

even tho* there were no particular Reaſon for our being were 
careful. tdey 
ftratic 


« Bat 


= F 0 ©. 


K 


E KN A RXKRK UHF NN A 7 


3 SR AERRER ERS LAKK 


Y WP 
S* 


= 


| 3 
* But at preſent, Sir, we have a melancholy Reaſon for Aquos. &co. l. 


reſuming the ancient Uſage of Parliament; It is well knawn 
that Eſtimates have been every Year laid before this Houſe 
of all the Expences, which were then ſuppoſed to be neceſ- 
fary for the enſuing Year ; and notwithſtanding thoſe Efti- 
mates were_much larger than were ever before uſual, yet in 
every Year ample Proviſion has been made for the Expences 
of the enſuing Year, conformable to the Eſtimates laid before 
the Houſe : This is known to almoſt every Man, and every 
Man that does know it muſt think it very odd, that in fo 
ſmall a Number of Years ſuch a great Debt ſhould be con- 
tracted as is at preſent due upon Account of our Navy; but 
it muſt appear ſtill more ſurprizing when we conſider, that 
in every Seſſion of Parliament Accounts have been laid be- 
fore this Houſe, of the Deficiencies of all former Grants, 
and likewiſe of all Services incurred and not provided for 
by Parliament. If ſuch Accounts had been rightly conſi- 
dered, they would certainly have been made good, and the 
Services, if found to have been neceſſarily incurred, would 
certainly have been provided for, out of the firſt and readieſt 
of the Grants made for the Service of the next enſuing 
Year. 

This, Sir, is the only proper Way of providing for all 
Services incurred and not provided for in the former Seſ- 


ſion of Parliament: While this Method is regularly pur- 


ſued, the Strength of the Nation is not impaired by loading 
Poſterity with Debts and Mortgages; nor can the People 
be ſo eaſily prevailed on to ſubmit to any unneceſſary Ex- 
pence ; and the Facts being freſh in every Man's Memory, 
if any Fraud be couched under any of the Articles of the 
Accounts given in, it may be eaſily diſcovered ; but when 
the Nation is thus ſecretly run in Debt, the People being 
ignorant of their Expence, cannot find Fault with any of 
thoſe extravagant Meaſures which occaſioned that Expence ; 
and when Accounts are brought into this Houſe in a Heap, 
and after the Tranſactions to which they relate are all for- 
gotten, it is then impoſſible for Gentlemen to diſcover the 
Fallacies that may be practiſed in the Manner of ſtating theſe 

Accounts. 
pon ſuch a ſlight View, Sir, as I have taken of the 
Accounts now upon the Table, it is not poſſible for me to 
enter into the particular Articles; but I cannot help taking 
Notice of one which to mie appears very extraordinary. 
There is near 250,000 1. charged, not for the Building of 
Ships, but for the Building of Houſes ; whether ſuch Houſes 
were neceſſary I ſhall not now pretend to determine ; but if 
they were, I think it is too large a Sum for any Admini- 
ration to have expended, without a previous Authority 
K 2 trom 
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— from Parliament; and that I am ſure was never 


People with at leaſt Six-penc 
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What the preſent Age may think of ſuch a Sum, 

not know, but I am ſure our Anceſtors, even of 

laſt Age, would have been extremely ſhy of loadi 

e in the Pound upon 
Lands in Great Britain, for building Houſes for the 
ficers belonging to the Admiralty ; and I muſt think it ah 
tle extraordinary to ſee Miniſters, of their own Heads, un 
dertake to do that which even Parliaments of old would 
ſcarce have undertaken to have done. Tis true, Parlis 
ments have of late become very good natur'd, they have put 
great Confidence in Miniſters, and have generally, I ſhall 
not ſay blindly, approved of all miniſterial Meaſures : Thi 
may perhaps have made Miniſters prefume a little farther 
than they would otherwiſe have done; but I am very ſure, 
that till very lately, no Miniſter would have dared to have 
drawn the Nation into ſuch an Expence without an Auths- 
rity from Parliament for ſo doing. 

This Article would, I believe, Sir, have appeared a 
little extraordinary, in the moſt flouriſhing Circumſtance 
that ever this Nation was in ; but when the People an 
groaning under heavy Taxes, when moſt of thoſe 'Taxe 
are already engaged for the Payment of our Debts, I muſ 
think it highly extravagant. We ought to make our Eſtats 
our own, we ought to free it from Mortgages, before we 
think of beautifying it with coſtly Buildings. However, Sir, 
let me ſuppoſe that this Expence was abſolutely neceſlary, 
yet ſtill it ought to have been provided for by Parliament 
before it was undertaken, or at leaſt the next Seſſion after 
it was laid out: In that Caſe the Parliament would p 
bably have taken Care to have ſaved as much upon 
other Article: By that means our being involved in fo hean 
a Debt as we are at preſent would have been 
and we might have been in a Condition for acting that Part, 
which the preſent Circumſtances of Europe may make in- 
cumbent upon us to undertake. 

© The Revenues of a Nation, Sir, which always ariſe 
from thoſe Taxes the People are to pay, may be compared 
to the Revenues of a private Gentleman's Eſtate ; and every 
Gentleman who has a Regard to his Family, or to his own 
Credit, will certainly proportion his Expence to the Reye- 
nues of his Eſtate, taking Care to ſave as much yearly a 
may be neceſſary for providing for younger Children, and 
for anſwering future Accidents or Misfortunes : Such a Gen- 
tleman will conſider that if, by his Way of Living, he ſpends 

more than the yearly Revenue of his Eſtate may, according 
to this Computation, anſwer, he muſt yearly deftrow a Part 
of his Eftate ; and that the greater this Surplus is, the on 


— 
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his Eſtate and Family will be ruined. Let us ſuppoſe then Anne ® Geo, u. 
that ſuch a Gentleman ſhould order his Steward to compute x 
he Manner how he was to live, ſo as not to ſpend yearl 
nore than the Revenue of his Eſtate could bear; allowing ſo 
much yearly for Childrens. Fortunes, paying off Mortgages; 
or future Contingencies ; Suppoſe this Steward had pre · 
ſcribed ſuch a Manner of living, and had for ſeveral Years 
ſed him with a Notion that he was ſpending no more year- 
ly than his Eſtate could bear; but at laſt brings him in a 
terrible Account of Debts contracted, by that Manner of 
living which he himſelf had preſcribed, and gravely tells 
him, he muſt ſell or mortgage one of his beſt Manors for 
paying off thoſe Debts : What would ſuch a Steward de- 
ſerve ? Surely he muſt at leait expect all his Accounts to be 
examined in the ſtricteſt Manner, and his Maſter would ne- 
yer place a Confidence in any of his Calculations for the 
future. 

The Caſe, Sir, is the ſame with this Nation at pre- 
ſent: We have been made to believe, that what we were | 
ſpending yearly was no more than the yearly Taxes would 
anſwer : Theſe Taxes have been chearfully granted by Par- 
liament, and as chearfully paid by the People, in full Ex- 
pectation that theſe were all that were neceſſary for anſwer- 
ing our annual Expence ; but now, Sir, when we are in 
Danger of being brought into a great and unforeſeen Ex- 
pence, we are told that we have run much in Arrear, that. 


a great Debt has been contraſted, and that for the Pay- 

ment of this Debt, we muſt either mortgage thoſe Funds 

which ought to be reſerved for a Time of Danger, or we 

muſt lay violent Hands upon thoſe Funds which have been 

long ago declared ſacred, and religiouſly appropriated for 

relieving us from thoſe heavy Burdens we at preſent 

under. While we are Members of this Houſe, Sir, we 

are the Truſtees of the People ; and when the People have 

been inſenſibly run into a heavy and unexpected Arrear, 

ſhall we approve of the Accounts of thoſe Services by which 

that Arrear has been occaſioned, without examining ſtrictly 

into every Article ? I muſt think we are, both in Honour 

and Conſcience, . bound to examine them in the ſtricteſt Man- 

ner ; and therefore I ſhall beg leave to move, That the 

ordinary Eſtimate of his Majeſty's Navy, for the current 

Year, may be referred to the Conſideration of a ſelect Com- 

mittee, and that they do examine the ſame, and report the 

Facts, with their Opinion thereupon, to the Houſe.” Debate thereon. 
Sir William Wyndham being ſeconded by Mr Sandys, the dur Sang 


Sir R. Walpole. 


ſame occaſion'd a great Debate, in which Sir Robert Wal- Mr H. Walpole. 


Mr Winni 


pole, Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr Winnington, Sir William zi W. Nene. 
Yonge 
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Anno N. Geo. II. 
1734˙35· 


Col. Bladen, 


( 78) 
Yonge, and Colonel Bladen, urg'd the following Argument 
- againſt the Motion. 
Sir, 
»The Affairs of Europe, and the various Incidents tha 
have occurred fince the famous Peace of Utrecht, are þ 
freſh in every Man's Memory, that I think it ſufficient u 
obſerve in general, that every Man, who knows any Thing WP" 2 
of the Hiſtory of Europe for theſe laſt twenty Years, may 
eaſily give a Reaſon why we have not been able to pay of 
any conſiderable Part of the publick Debts. There was ng 
Method of paying off honeſtly and fairly any of our Debt 
formerly contracted, but by increaſing the publick Revenue, 
or ſaving a Part yearly of that which had before been eſta. 
bliſhed ; and every Gentleman muſt acknowledge, that both 
theſe Methods have been purſued as much as it was poſſible. 
We could not increaſe the publick Revenue by impoſing any 
new Taxes, for our People think they are already burdened 
with too many ; and if any ſuch Method had been propoſed, 
it would certainly have been oppoſed, perhaps by ſome of 
thoſe Gentlemen who now find Fault with ſo ſmall a Part df 
our Debts having been paid off : The only other Method of 
increaſing the publick Revenue was, by having the Taue 
carefully collected, and thereby endeavouring to increaſe the 
Produce of each ; and this has been purſued with the ut- 
moſt Care, ſo that moſt of our Taxes produce more now mer 
than they did twenty Years ago. | —_ 
Wich reſpe& to the ſaving a Part of the publick Re- Def 
venue which had been before eſtabliſhed, it could be done bee! 
no other way but by reducing the Intereſt payable to the 


Creditors of the publick, or by reducing the publick annual Wi 2 "7 
Expence : The firſt of theſe Methods has been purſued, and Me 
luckily for the Nation, with great Succeſs, and no Man can Out 
with Juſtice ſay, that for theſe twenty Years the Nation has of 
been put to any Expence but what was abſolutely neceſſary, of 
according to the Circumſtances which the Aﬀairs of Europe, Clz 
or the Affairs of the Nation were in at that Time; nor has bee 
it been put to any Expence but what was regularly laid be- Ge 
fore the Parliament, and always approved of by Parliament; wil 
ſo that the finding Fault with any Part of nr Conduct for * 
theſe twenty Vears paſt, is not really finding Fault with bee 
the Conduct of our Miniſters, but with the Conduct of King vel 
and Parliament. | ce: 

* I ſhall agree with the honourable Gentlemen, Sir, that = 
Eſtimates have been every Year laid before the Houſe, of Ac 
what was then ſuppos'd to be neceſſary for the Service of the * 
enſuing Vear; and J hope they will agree with me that it for 
was right to do ſo; but I never heard that the Gentlemen, hs 


who computed thoſe Eſtimates and laid them before the Par- 
liament 


/ 
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eſſary Services have been ſometimes omitted, or the Sums 
zereby allotted have been found not ſufficient for anſwering 
ie Services for which they were appointed, and this is one 
pf the Reaſons why ſo large a Debt now appears to be due 
on account of the Navy: Another Reaſon is, that the 
Funds appointed by Parliament for raiſing thoſe Sums, which 
ere yearly granted by them for the Service of the Navy, 
zave been always found deficient ; and a third Reaſon is, 
it the Parliament have often found it neceſſary for the 
afety of the Nation, to give his Majeſty Votes of Credit, 
n Purſuance of which ſome additional Expences have been 
ncurred, above what were mentioned in the Eſtimates year- 
ly given in at the Beginning of the Seſſion: And as ſuch 
Expences were generally incurred by making Additions to 
pur Navy, which is the natural Defence of this Nation in 
all Times of Danger, it has greatly increaſed the Debt due 
on account of our Navy, and is one of ths chief Reaſons 
hy that Debt is now become ſo conſiderable. 
* Some of thoſe Accounts relating to the Navy-Debt, 
have been for ſeveral Years ſucceſſively laid upon your Ta- 


nes 
the ble, and all of them, except ſome few Articles which have 
ut. lately accrued, were laid before the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 


ment ; and for what Reaſons, I ſhall not pretend to deter- 
mine, the Parliament never thought fit to provide for thoſe 
Deficiencies, or to pay off any Part of that Debt which had 
been thereby occaſioned ; tho' I muſt ſuppoſe that, as the 
Accounts were regularly laid before the Parliament, when the 
1ranſations to which they related were freſh in every Man's 
Memory, if an Error or Fallacy could have been pointed 
out, or if any Objection could have been made to any one 
of the Articles, it would not only have been taken Notice 
of in this Houſe, but would have been made a Subject for 
Clamour over the whole Nation ; for there always have 
been, and I hope there always will be, a great Number of 
Gentlemen in this Houſe not only capable, but ready and 
willing to diſcover any Fallacies that may be artfully foiſted 
into our publick Accounts; and if any ſuch Diſcovery had 
been made, thoſe who are diſaffected to his Majeſty's Go- 
vernment might, and would certainly have from thence en- 
deavoured to have raiſed a popular Clamour againſt the Ad- 
miniſtration : For this Reaſon I may ſuppoſe, that all the 
Accounts upon your Table have already been ſufficiently 
canvaſſed, and therefore I cannot think there is any Occaſion 

tor appointing a ſele& Committee for that Purpoſe. 
* As for the Article, Sir, which the honourable Gentle- 
men have been pleaſed to diſtinguiſh by a particular — 
mark, 
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;ament pretended to be infallible. The Eſtimates they have Amos. Ceo. n. 
riven in have been found to be deficient, ſome of the ne- Ks 173435. -/ 


Anno 8. Geo. U. mark, it is certain 


- has been laid out in this way, nor any Houſe built, but 


had a previous Authority for, and ſhould fairly and honeſtly 


when fallen to Decay, as it is neceſſary tr b 

To pretend that Miniſters, by Directions from his Majeſy, 
ought not to order a Dock, Dock-yard, or Admiralty-Office 
to be repaired or rebuilt, without having firſt laid the fame 
before Parliament, ſeems to me very rdinary ; it may 
be as well pretended, that they ought not to order a Ma 
of War to be rebuilt or repaired, without firſt having lai 
the ſame before Parliament : In this the Sum can 
make no Difference; it is the Nature of the Service on 
we are to regard, when we are to determine, whether it 
ought to be laid before Parliament before it be undertaken 
and ſurely no Man will ſay, but that his Majeſty, or his 
Miniſters by his Direction, may give Orders to rebuild 4 
Man of War, or to repair or rebuild a publick Offics 
without having firſt laid the Affair before Parliament for 
their Approbation. I believe it will be granted, and if 
it were inquired into it would be found, that no Money 


what were abſolutely neceſſary ; and if there had been any 
Fallacy in the Accounts relating to that Expence, as they 
have been long upon the Table, it would certainly before 
now have been taken Notice of. 

Thus it muſt appear, Sir, that the Story we have been 
told of a Steward's running his Maſter in Debt, is no Way 
parallel to the preſent Caſe ; for this Nation has been run 
into no extraordinary Expence, but what had not only the 
Authority of Parliament before it was undertaken, but the 
Approbation of Parliament after it was laid out : And if any 
Debt has been contracted, if the Funds appropriated for the 
Service of the Year have proved at any Time deficient, or 
if any Services have been incurred which were not provi 
for by Parliament, thoſe Deficiencies and thoſe Services have 
been regularly laid before Parliament as ſoon as they could 
be brought into an Account : And it is very certain, if 3 
Steward ſhould run his Mafter into no Expence but what he 


lay before his Maſter every Year, or as often as it could 
poſſibly be done, a full Account of the Debt he had con- 
trated in the preceding Year, that Steward could deſerve 
no Cenſure from his Maſter. 

Now, Sir, as the naming of a ſele& Committee, to in- 
quire into Accounts and Eftimates, is a very extraordinary 
Method of Proceeding, a Method which has not been prac- 
tiſed for many Years, and never was often practiſed, we 
mult ſuppoſe it will give a general Alarm, and make People 

| imagine 
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— Method without ſome very ſtrong Reaſons ; and as I can 
jelly, ee no Reaſon for our entering into apy ſuch Method, as I 
Office can ſee no Good that can be expected from any ſuch Me- 
um tbod, as I am convinced it will do a great deal of Miſchief, 
by raiſing Jealoußes and Fears among his Majeſty's Subjects, 
Mu cherefore I muſt be againſt the Motion.” 


| lad ; 

n cap To this it was replied by Mr Gybbon, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, — 2. 

onh Mr William Pulteney, and other Members as follows: Mr Pulteney, 
: Sir, 

b, © Ie is from the I have of the Hiſtory of this 


Nation in particular, and of Europe in that I am 
ſo ſurpriſed, with reſpe& to the ſmall Part of our publick 
Debts paid off, notwithſtanding the Continuance of all our 
Taxes, and the vaſt Sums that have been raiſed every Year ; 
and the more I conſider it, the leſs I can account for the 
unprofitable Uſe we have made of ſuch a long Term of 
Peace. But I am ſtill more ſurpriſed to hear any Gentleman 
ſay, that all ble Methods have been purſued, either for 
diminiſhing the publick annual Expence, or the annual In- 
tereſt due to the Creditors of the Publick ; on the contrary 
I am convinced, that all poſſible Methods have been purſued 
for increaſing the firſt, and po Opportunities have been em- 
braced for reducing either the Principal or the Intereſt due 
to the Creditors of the Publick, but fuch as durſt not be 
refuſed or neglected. 

We have been for theſe twenty Years in a continued 
Courſe of publick Peace, at leaft we have had no War de- 
cared, nor any Broil with any of our Neighbours ; and yet 
every Year we have been very near at as great an Expence, 
as we were at in any one Year of the heavy War in King 
William's Reign : We have had numerous Armies kept up 
in our own Country, we have maintained many Princes and 
Armies in foreign tries, and we have ſent many expen- 
hve Squadrons into almoſt all Places of the World; and I 
ſhould be glad to hear a Reaſon given for any of our naval 
Expeditions into the Baltick or the Mediterranean, by thoſe, 
who are now for our looking quietly on to ſee the Emperor 
{tript of his Dominions in Italy, and Mufcovy giving So- 
vereigns to its neighbouring Kingdoms. I d be glad 
to hear a Reaſon for our being ſo alarmed at the Alliance, 
only between Spain and the Emperor, by thoſe who now 
ſeem to be ſo little alarmed at a Treaty, not only of Alli- 
ance but of Conqueſt, between France, Spain and Sardinia : 
This, Sir, I do not ſay with a Deſign to inſinuate that we 

Vo I. IV. | L have 
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magine that ſome Frauds have been committed. This will Anno8. Geo. 11. 
f courſe throw a Reflection upon bie Majeſty's Government: 
and therefore I think we ought not to enter into any ſuch 
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have as yet any great Reaſon to be alarmed at this laſt All. 
ance, but I muſt think we had from the Beginning much 
greater Reaſon to be alarmed with it, than ever we had to 
be alarmed with the former; and I muſt think it would 
now have been more juſtifiable to have thrown ourſelyg 
into the Arms of the Emperor, to have prevented the Con. 
ſequences of this laſt Alliance, than ever it was to throw 
ourſelves into the Arms of France, to prevent the Conſe. 
quences of the former : From all which I muſt conclude, 
either that a great Part of the Expence we have formerly 
been at might have been ſaved, or that our preſent Ina. 
vity is highly inexcuſable ; and which of theſe two to 
chuſe I ſhall leave to the Gentlemen who now ſo ſtrenuouſſj 
inſiſt, that for theſe laſt twenty Years we have taken al 
poſſible Methods to diminiſh our annual Expence. 

Now, Sir, as to the diminiſhing of the Intereſt payable 
to the Creditors of the Publick, can it be ſaid that we har 
taken any one Method to diminiſh it, but what the Nature 
of the Thing and the Circumſtances of the Nation pointed 
out ſo plainly, that it would have been highly criminal in 
any Adminiſtration to have neglected the Opportunity? But 
if we had applied the Sinking Fund regularly to the Pay: 
ment of our publick Debts, if we had ſaved that Expence, 
which has been thrown away in maintaining numerous idle 
Armies, and ſending out many idle Squadrons, and had ap- 
plied all the Savings to the ſame honelt Purpoſes, the Prin 
cipal of our publick Debts would have been ſo greatly . 
duced, that the Creditors who remained unpaid would hare 
been glad to have taken what Intereſt we pleaſed : Nay, I d 
not know but the Principal would, by this Time, have been 
ſo greatly reduced, that the three great Companies would 
have been glad to have paſſed from the Payment of any fi- 
ture Intereſt upon what was due to them, in order to have 
had their Charters continued. 

Whether Accounts were regularly laid before the Par 
lament of the preſent Navy-Debt, yearly as it became due, 
1s what I ſhall not pretend to deny, becauſe I do not really 
know whether it was ſo or not; but if this be true, which | 
ſhall, in Complaiſance to the honourable Gentlemen, admit, 


it is the ſtrongeſt Argument that can be given for what ö 


now propoſed ; it is a full Confirmation of the old Proverb 
that Nhat is every Man's Buſineſs is no Man's Bufints, 
and therefore an unanſw-rable Argument for our returning 
to the old Cuſtom of Parliament, and app-iating ſeled 
Committees every Year to conſider and examine every Ell 
mate laid before us: For I hope no Man will ſay but that 
we ought, in Time of Peace eſpecially, to raiſe as much 
Within the Year as will anſwer the Service of the * 
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"* oF if any Deficiency ſhould happen in the Funds 

ach bor one Year, or if it ſhould be found that the Eſtimates 
| oi. crc deficient, all thoſe Deficiencies ought certainly to be 
uld ade good the very next Year. It is certainly inconſiſtent 
la. ich the publick Good to leave Arrears long due, becauſe 
on- hen Tradeſmen, or thoſe who furniſh the Publick with 
ow hat is neceſſary for publick Uſe, muſt lie for Years out of 
nle. heir Money, it is certain they neither can nor will ſerve the 
de, WP ublick ſo cheap, as when they know they are ſure of their 
ery Money within a few Months after the Goods are delivered; 
-d the longer any of thoſe Arrears ſtand unpaid, the greater 


Price they will be _ to pay for every 'Thing afterwards 
0 ought for publick U E. 

« With reſpect to Miniſters, indeed, and the Tools em- 
ployed under them, I muſt obſerve, Sir, that it is of great 
Advantage to have publick Accounts ſtand long in Arrear ; 
and this Advantage is greater in the Navy than in any other 
Branch of publick Bufineſs, becauſe Tradeſmen, and others 
ho ſerve the Publick, but eſpecially Seamen, cannot lie 
ong out of their Money : If they cannot get their Money 
don after it becomes due, they muſt go to Uſurers, mini- 
terial Tools, and ſuch like Extortioners, to ſell or pledge 
heir publick Securities. This brings ſuch Securities to Diſ- 
ount, the longer they are of being paid, the greater Diſ- 
ount they come to be at; ſo that at laſt they furniſh a plen- 
iful Haryeſt to Miniſters and their Favourites ; for when 
he Diſcount upon thoſe Securities is raiſed to a ſufficient 
eight, Miniſters then give the Watch-Word to their Agents 
ind Fayourites to go out and purchaſe; and when they have 
put them all, or moſt of them into their Hands, then the 
miniſterial Bowels begin to yearn for the Sufferings of the 
publick Creditors, in having lain ſo long out of their Mo- 
ney ; and great Merit is aſſumed from their coming to a com- 
paſſionate Reſolution, to have ſuch or ſuch a Claſs of pub- 


Par ick Creditors paid off: This Houſe is always too good na- 
due, tured to refuſe ſuch a juſt Requeſt ; and thus Extortioners 
ally et the full Value of thoſe Securities, which they purchaſe 
Ira great Diſcount. This, Sir, I ſhall not ſay is the Caſe 


at preſent ; but I muſt ſay I am apt to believe, if an In- 


here is but a ſmall Part of the Debt, due upon the Navy, 
now in the Hands of the original Creditors of the Publick ; 


ing and even this, Sir, is an Inquiry not unworthy of the Re- 
let: preſentatives of Great Britain in Parliament. 

15 But, Sir, whatever the Intereſt of Miniſters may he, it 
nat 's certainly the Intereſt of the Publick to pay off their 


Debts regularly, and as ſoon as poſſible; and as I am con- 
vinced every Gentlemen now, or formerly, in this T_— 
L 2 L 


Wquiry were made into the Affair, it would be found that 
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Anno'8. Geo. I, has, and always had, the Intereſt of the Publick mote u 
173435 , Heart than the Intereſt of the Miniſter ; therefore 1 am cas 
vinced, that if theſe Accounts have been upon our Table, all 
the other Gentlemen of the Houſe are in the ſame Condi 
tion with me; they are ſo far from having canvaſſed every 
Article of them, that they are quite ignorant of their having 
been ever laid upon the Table before this Seffion : If ay 
Gentleman had but caſt his Eye upon ſuch Accounts, in any 
preceeding Seſſion, and had obſerved the Arrears ſtanding 
unpaid, or unprovided for by Parliament, his Regard fit 
the Publick, his Regard for the Diſtreſſed Creditors of the 
Publick, would certainly have prompted him to have move 
to have had them taken into Conſideration, and paid off long 
before now ; nothing could have prevented it but a Negled, 
which has been occaſioned by its not having been made th 
Concern of any particular Set of Men; and for this Reaſa 
we never ought to think it ſufficient to have Accounts « 
Eſtimates laid upon our Table, we ought always to reſa 
the Conſideration of them to ſelect Committees; and thu, 
by making it the particular Buſineſs of a few, we may er 
pect they will never be neglected as thoſe now before u 
ſeem to have been, by their having been left to the Care d 

the whole Houſe. 

+ I muſt beg Leave to differ with the honourable C 
tlemen, when they fay, that the Nature of the Services 
only to be regarded, when we are to determine, whether i 
ought or ought not to be laid before the Parliament; ſor i 

my Opinion, the Sum to be laid out ought likewiſe to 
conſidered : If the Sam be but ſmall, and the Nature of the 
Service ſuch as often occurs, it may be undertaken without 
any particular Authority from Parliament; but if the Sun 
be large, tho' the Nature of the Service be ſuch as often 6 
curred, and has generally been undertaken without any par 
ticular Directions from Parliaments, yet ſuch Direction be 
come neceſſary when the Sum is much larger than what! 
uſually required for that Service: His Majeſty may, with 
out Doubt, give Orders to have a Man of War, or perhup 
half a Dozen in a Year, repaired ; but if by any great Mi 
fortune, it ſhould become neceſſary to lay out, in any on, 
two or three Years, a very large Sum for that Purpoſe, i 
would then be proper to lay that Neceſſity before Parla- 
ment; and I think no Miniſter ought to undertake ſach 4 
extraordinary Service without having firſt obtained an A# 
thority from Parliament for ſo doing : In the Cafe met 
tioned, I believe it will be granted, that the building d 
Houſes is a Service that does not often occur; and 1 
very ſure the Sum that has been laid out, and which 20 
makes a great Part of our Navy Debt, is Sm 
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Sam than was ever laid out in this Nation upon ſach a Ser- Anno 8. Ceo. n. 
vice, in ſo ſmall a Number of Years ; nay, I do not know — 
but it amounts to more than was ever before expended in 
this Nation for Building Docks or any other Sort of Build- 
ings for the Uſe of the Navy, or the Officers of our Navy; 
and therefore, both with reſpect to the Nature of the Ser- 
vice, and the Sum to be laid out, it ought not to have been 
undertaken without a previous Authority from Parliament. 

Sir, if the Nation has been run into any unneceſſary Ex- 
pence, I am ſorry to hear it ſaid, that nothing has been 
undertaken without the Approbation of Parliament ; but, 
Sir, if it were ſo, the Authority or the Approbation of for- 
mer Parliaments can be no Reaſon for our following their 
Example, in giving our Authority for undertaking ſuch Ser- 
vices for Years to come, as they have authoriſed for Years 
paſt : We are under no greater Obligation to approve of 
what was approved of by the very laſt Parliament, than that 
Parliament in King Charles IId's Reign, called The Penſfo- 
nary Parliament. | 

* To pretend that what is now propoſed will raiſe Jea- 
louſies zmong the People, or give them any Suſpicions of 
his Majeſty's Government, is an Argument, I find, always 
to be brought in when any Attempt is made to inquire into 
the Conduct of his Majeſty's Miniſters ; but I would have 
Gentlemen conſider, that the proper Buſineſs of Parliament 
is to inquire into the Conduct of Miniſters ; and if the 
People find that ſuch Attempts are always over-ruled, it will 
give them a Suſpicion, not only of his Majeſty's Govern- 
ment, and the Conduct of his Miniſters, but it will give 
chem likewiſe a Suſpicion, and a juſt one too, of the Con- 
duct of Parliament: We ought to conſider what it was 
that gave the Parliament in King Charles IId's Reign, the 
ignominious 'Epithet it is now branded with; and if the 
People ſhould conceive any ſuch Suſpicion of this or any 
future Parliament, it would raiſe real Jealoufies among them, 
it would make them deſpair of ever having their Grievances 
redreſſed in a legal Way, and that Deſpair might drive 
them into the moſt violent Methods of ſeeking Redreſs ; 
therefore I wiſh Gentlemen would, upon all Occaſions, di- 
ſtinguiſh a little between his Majeſty and his Miniſters, and 
never allow the Reſpect they have for the latter, to over-ba- 
lance the Duty they owe to the former. 
The Reſpect that former Parliaments have ſhewn to the 
Miniſters for the Time being, ard the great Confidence put 
by Parliament in their Conduct, is, I am afraid, one great 
Cauſe that the Nation now remains under ſuch a Load of 
Debts and Taxes ; and therefore it is high Time for us 
to reaſſume that Jealouſy which has ſo often proved to be 
| of 
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Anno g. Geo. U. of the moſt ſignal Benefit to this Nation. We have ben 
ny talking, Sir, of putting ourſelves in a Condition to compe 
the Acceptation of the Terms of Peace we are to 
but I wiſh we may not find that our Neighbours are t00 
well acquainted with our Circumſtances to be afraid- of 
any Thing we can do: They know that our People are al. 
ready as heavily taxed as they can bear : They know tha 
all thoſe Taxes are already engaged, either for the Pay: 
ment of our Debts, or for the Support of our Civil Go. 
vernment ; can it be ſuppoſed that our Menaces will have 
great Influence upon any of their Reſolutions ? But if they 
| mould find, that our Parliament were beginning to look 
cloſely into the Management of our publick Affairs, 
would from thence conclude, that the beſt Uſe would be 
made of every Shilling hereafter to be raiſed ; that the 
People would contribute with the more Alacrity, and from 
thence they will probably be induced to give ſome Atten- 
tion to whatever we may think neceflary to propoſe, for re- 
ſtoring the Peace of Europe. For this Reaſon, if there 
were no other, we ought to agree to what the honourable 
Gentleman has been pleaſed to propoſe.” 
Then the Queſtion being put upon Sir William Wynd- 
ham's Motion, it was, upon a Diviſion, carried in the Ne- 
gative, by 198 to 168. 
 MiPlumers Ms Feb. 26. Mr Walter Plumer mov'd, That the Copy of 
> Commiee to i the King's Warrant, whereby Letters were permitted to pal 
quire intotte. Poſt-Free, which had been laid before the Houſe on the 
; 19th Inſtant | See p. 73] might be taken into Conſiders 
tion. 'The Warrant being accordingly read, Complaints 
were made by ſeveral Members, that their Letters were not 
only charged at the Poſt-Office, but that they were often Wa 
broke open and peruſed by the Clerks: That this Practice 
of bak open Letters was become frequent, and was fo 
publickly known, that the very End for which that Liberty 
was given to the Poſtmaſter was entirely diſappointed ; for 
the Intention being at firſt to diſcover any treaſonable Cor- 
reſpondence that might be carried on againſt the 'Govem- 
ment, that Intention was rendered altogether vain, becauſe 
by the Practice of opening Letters being ſo frequent, and fo 
well known, it was certain that no Man would carry on any 
treaſonable Correſpondence by Means of the Poſt-Office; ſo to 
that the Liberty given to break open Letters at the Poſt-Of- 15 
fice could now ſerve no Purpoſe, but to enable the little 
Clerks about that Office to pry into the private Affairs of 4 
every Merchant, and of every Gentleman in the Kingdom. 
At laſt it was inſiſted, that the Warrant then laid before 
the Houſe was not the laſt Warrant granted by his Majeſty, 
nor the Warrant by which the Poſt maſters then acted 2 
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deen Mereno it was moved, that a Committee be appointed to Anno8, Geo. 11, 
mpd WWoquire into that Affair. r 
poſe, Mr Plumer's Motion was ſupported by Mr Liſle, Mr Debate thereon, 

+ | top eathcote, Mr Pulteney, Mr Dundaſs, and Mr Perry; it z Hachen. 


as in ſome Meaſure oppoſed by Sir Robert Walpole, and Mr Fulteuey, 

r Henry Pelham, but at laſt they agreeing to the Mo- Mr Feny. 

ion, provided that Committee did not inquire into any Ir 1, pages 
hing that might tend to the diſcovering the Secrets of the 

overnment ; a — agg was appointed accordingly. 

The ſame Day the Mutiny-Bill being reported to the 3, ww 
Houſe, Sir Walter Wagſaf Bagot, 22 up, and Bagors bla ine 
ſaid, That ſince the Houſe had made ſuch a large Addi- ed to the ing 
ion to the Army, and ſeemed inclined to continue the ng ef e 
ſevere Penalties on Deſerters, and the Method of recruiting es. | 
preſcribed by that, and former Bills of the like Nature, 
he thought it neceſſary to add ſome Clauſe, to make 

he Bill leſs dangerous to the Subject: That by a Clauſe in 

the Bill it was propoſed to be enacted, as in former Bills, 
that if a poor Country-Fellow ſhould inliſt with an Officer 
and take his Money, and afterwards, when carried before a 
uſtice, refuſe to declare himſelf inliſted and to take the Oaths 
preſcribed by Law, it ſhould then be in the Power of the 
Officer to ſend ſuch a poor Fellow to Priſon, and confine 

im in a Dungeon for a whole Month, even tho? it ſhould 
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e ppear that the poor Fellow inliſted when he was drunk, 
pals and was willing to return the Money he had taken, and ſatiſ- 
the fu all the Charges the Officer had been at: That this Power 
ra- of confining a Man in a Dungeon, where he might be in Dan- 


ger of ſtarving, was, he thought, too great a Power to be 
intruſted abſolutely in the Hands of any Officer: That it 
was no way neceſſary for his Majeſty's Service, and might 
be of dangerous Conſequence, becauſe it might tempt ſome 
Officers to practiſe all the inveigling Arts they could think 
of, not with an Intention to recruit his Majeſty's Forces, 
but to compel poor Country- Fellows to give them a Sum of 
Money, by way of Compoſition, for being diſcharged from 
the Bargain they had made when drunk, or in a Paſſion, 
and for being freed from the Confinement to which the 
Officer had, by Law, an uncontroulable Power to ſubject 
them : That therefore he would beg Leave to offer a Clauſe 
to be added to the Bill, That every Officer, who ſhould 
* thereafter inliſt any Man to ſerve in any Regiment, ſhould 
* within Days carry the Man fo inliſted before ſome 
* one of the next Juſtices of the Peace, where the Man io 
* inliſied ſhould be at Liberty to declare his Diſſent, and 
* his having repented of what he had done; and upon his 
* to doing, and returning to the Officer the inliſting Money, 
and the Zxperces the Officer kad been at by inlitting _ 
an 
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Ange & Geo. u. © and carrying him before the Juſtice, thy 
Sum of ſuch Juſtice ſhould forthwith 
© diſcharge him: And that an Officer, guilty of any. Fai 
© lure or Neglect in this Reſpect, ſhould be liable to the 
Debate thereon. © fame Penalties to which Officers are made liable for tal 
_ © Muſfters. 
Mr Bramfion. This was ſeconded by Mr Bramſton, who informal 
Houſe, © That he actually knew a Cafe, where a poor Fe, 
low was inveigled when he was drunk, and when he can 
to be ſober, repented, and therefore refuſed to take the 
Oaths when carried before the Juſtice ; but the Officer in 
ſiſted upon his being ſent to Prifon, and confined for t 
Month in the Terms of the Act of Parliament, tho' t 
poor Fellow offered to return the inliſting Money and ei 

Charges ; and it not being in the Power, or in the Inch | 
nation of the juſtice to refuſe the Officer's Demand, the 
poor Fellow was accordingly ſent to Jail, where he remaingl 
for ſome Time; but having no Victuals nor Drink, he wa 
at laſt compelled to go before the Juſtice and take the Oath 
preſcribed, in order — prevent his being ſtarved. 
Gen. Wage. To this it was anſwer' d by General Wade, Mr Heng 
My n Bromley, Mr Lindſay, and Mr Hay, © That what was pro 
wn oh poſed by the Clauſe offered had already been taken Care d 
: by his Majeſty's Orders for regulating the Army, for as m 
Soldier could be tried upon the Mutiny-AQ, unleſs he n n. 
taken the Oaths preſcribed by that Act before ſome Juſtice i Murr 
Peace, therefore his Majeſty had given an Order to. all O 
cers, that no Recruit ſhould be brought to or entered in any 
Regiment, till he had firſt been regularly inliſted, and bal pr 
taken the Oaths preſcribed by Law, before ſome of his Ms 
jeſiy's Juſtices of the Peace; fo that by his Majeſty's Orde 
every Olkcer was obliged to do what was propoſed by tie 
Clauſe offered; and as the Bill then before them was of the ub! 
ſame Nature with former Bills againſt Mutiny and Defertios 
it would be abſolutely neceſſary to continue the fame gene- org 
ral Order to all Officers, with reſpett to their carrying Re ö 
cruits before ſome Juſtice of Peace, therefore they thought ¶ NNobe 
it was unneceſſary to add auy Clauſe for that Purpoſe ; and 
it would be attended with many Iuconveniencies, partic 
larly, that it would be ſometimes impoſſib'e for an Officer u th 
carry a Recruit before any Juſtice w thin the Time propoſed, tie | 
or within a2v limited Number of Days." ing 
8 * Watz. To tHis it was replied by Sir William Wyndham, & r pon 
jobs Barazrd, and M: Sandys, That the very Clauſe the: man) 
propoſee had been in ſeveral Mutiny-Bills during the Ren E 
cf Ning iam, tho' it was then in Time of War, and n 
Becrultieg ef Courſe more def cult than it could be ſuppoſed 
to de at Feet; Tha: the honourable Geadlemen who of 


the Clauſe, could 


: 
* 
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vith 

Fa. 

th... repented of what he had done, and returning to 

aly 5 er the inlifting Money and all the Charges the Officer 
12d been at for inliſting him: That what was propoſed by 

the i and to 

Fel 

ang 

the 

i 
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veigled : That this was a Privilege which they hoped no 

Officer would infiſt on: That the Aboliſhing of this Privilege 

what the Clauſe offer'd chiefly aim'd at ; and therefore 

hop'd the Houſe would agree to it. at 

Sir Robert Walpole and Mr Henry Pelham having de- Mr Hl. ech 

d, That they would be for the Clauſe, if it could be 

o drawn as not to be attended with any Inconvenience to 

he Service ; and th that the Debate be 

djourned till the next Day, in order that ſuch a Clauſe 

might be contrived : And it being admitted of the other 

Side, that the Clauſe, as it then ſtood, might perhaps ftand 

n need of ſome little Amendment, it was agreed to ad- 

2urn the Debate accordingly till next Day; when the Clauſe 

vas agreed to, and added to the Mutiny-Bill. Mr Walpole's Mo- 

cb. 28. The Houſe being in a Grand Committee on the toafor > 5 

Sopply, and the Treaty with Denmark, dated Sept. 19, £2” ® 

34, having been referred to the ſaid Committee, a Mo- 

ion was made by Mr Horatio Walpole, That the Sum 

df 56,250 l. be granted to his Majeſty, on account of the 

Subſidy to the King of Denmark, uant to the ſaid Trea- Debate thereon, 

for the Service of the Year 1735 This occafioned a mr N Walpole. 

ong Debate, in which Mr Walpole's Motion was ſepported Mr Nr 

by Mr Winnington, Mr * Willes, Col. Bladen, and Sir Ce. Shodan 

Robert Walpole, as follows : 9s nt 
Sir, 

Although we are not engaged in the preſent War, yet, 

25 the Balance of Power in Europe depends very much upon 

the Event of it, we may be ſoon under a Neceſſity of join- 

ing one or other of the Parties; therefore it is mcumbent 

pon us to ſtrengthen ourſelves before-hand, by engaging as 

many foreign Powers as we can to join with us upon fich 

an Exent. In this Situation, it was natural to caſt our Eye 

fr't towards Denmark, the Intereſt of that Nation being 

Vor. IV. M generally 


Ates mmer General, wwe Lind Obief Fuſtice of the Common Fleas. 
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generally the ſame with our own and at preſent was the 


more neceſſary, becauſe great Endeavours were us'd to tn 
gage that Court on the other Side of the Queſtion, which 
might have proved of the moſt fatal Conſequence to the 
Liberties of Europe, and conſequently to thoſe of this Na 
tion. 

The Experience of the laſt two Wars againſt France 
may convince us, Sir, \how dangerous it is to allow any one 
Power in Europe to exalt itſelf too much, and how expe- 
five it may prove, to reduce a Power that has once got too 
great an Aſcendant over its Neighbours. The Expence, 
which Great Britain is to be put to by this Treaty with 
Denmark, muſt appear very inconſiderable to every Gentle 
man who conſiders, that we thereby not only ſecure the 
Aſſiſtance of a powerful Kingdom, but prevent their being 
engaged againſt us, in caſe the Event of the War ſhould 


make it neceſſary for us to join the other Side. In all Caf 


Sir W. Wyndham. 

Ar Pulteney. 

Sir J. Barnard. 

Mr Saudys. 

Alr Shippen. 

Sir John Hynde 
Cotton. 


it is certainly prudent upon any Emergency, to lay out: 
ſmall Sum, when it is probable we may by ſo doing prevent 
our being afterwards brought under a Neceſſity of putting 
ourſelves to a much greater Expence : And this is the ven 
Caſe at preſent in relation to our Treaty with Denmark. 

* It is well known, Sir, that Nations are, in all their pub 
lick Tranſactions, governed by their own Intereſt; and a 
all Europe knew that great Offers were making to Denmark, 
to ſecure them on that Side, againſt which we might ſoon 
be under a Neceſſity to engage; therefore it became abſo 
lutely neceſſary for us to offer them ſuch Terms as might 
convince them, that it was more their Intereſt to join in 
Alliance with us, than with either of the Parties concerned 
in the War : I muſt therefore think, that the concluding thu 
Treaty was one of the moſt prudent Steps his Majeſty could 
take, and the Conditions on our Part are ſo reaſonable, that 
I think every Gentleman in this Houſe muſt approve al 
them; and therefore, I hope, this Motion will be agreed u 
without Oppolition.* 

Mr Walpole's Motion was oppos'd by Sir William Wynd- 
ham, Mr Pulteney, Sir John Barnard, Mr Sandys, Mr 
Shippen, and Sir John Hynde Cotton, who alledg'd the fol 
lowing Arguments againſt the Motion. 

Sir, 

* I am glad to hear that we are as yet no way engaged i 
the War; if it be fo, I am ſure it is ridiculous to put the 
Nation to a great Expence, to provide againſt a D 
which may never happen. As we have no particular In- 
tereſt of our own for inducing us to engage in the preſent 
War, but only the Danger the Balance of Power may be in 
that Event; And as all the Powers of Europe are Ar 

| m 
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much, or more, intereſted in the Preſervation of that Ba- Ane B. Ge. f. 
lance than we are; if it ſhould come to be in any teal , HE 


Danger, they would certainly engage in its Defence, with- 
out receiving any valuable Confideration from us ; but-if 
we ſhould be always the firſt to take the Alarm upon any 
War's breaking out, and offer Bribes and Penſions to all the 
Princes in Europe, the whole Charge of preſerving that Ba- 
lance would fall upon this Nation; and each of them would, 
upon every ſuch on, expect a Bribe or a Penſion from 
England, for doing that which he would otherwiſe be obliged 
to do for his own Preſervation : Even the Dutch may at laſt 
refuſe to aſſiſt, when the Balance of Power is really in Dan- 
ger, unleſs we ſubmit to make the Grand Penſionary of Hol- 
land a Penfionary of England, and take a Number of their 
Forces into Engliſh Pay. 

It is really ſurpriſing, Sir, to hear Gentlemen talk of 
the Balance of Power's being in Danger, and that we muſt 


already begin to provide for its Preſervation, when there is 


not a Prince or State in Europe, who ſeems to apprehend 
any ſuch Matter. The Dutch have not put themſelves to 
one Shilling Expence on account of the preſent War, or for 
that Mediation they are engaged- in as well as we. The 
Princes and States of Germany are ſo far from being appre- 
henſive of any Danger, by the Event bf the preſent War, 
that ſome of the moſt conſiderable of them have actually en- 
gaged in a Neutrality. Even the King of Denmark, whom 
we have thought neceſſary to engage by a conſiderable yearly 
Penſion, is himſelf a Prince of the Empire, and would cer- 
tainly ſuffer, by the — the Balance of Power in 
Europe, much ſooner than this Nation would ; and therefore 
we muſt conclude, that it is more immediately his Intereſt to 
engage, not only in Defence of that Balance, but in Defence 
of the Empire; yet we, it ſeems, have been ſo generous as 
to promiſe to reward him bountifully for doing what is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for his own Preſervation. This, Sir, is a 
moſt pernicious Example, it may at laſt bring the Balance 
of Power into real Danger, becauſe it may tempt all the 
Princes of Europe to neglect it, until we grant them yearly 
Penſions for taking Care of it ; and perhaps this very Pre- 
cedent has now provoked all the other Princes of Germany 
to ſtand off, on Purpoſe to engage us to extend our Bounty 
in the ſame Manner to each of them. 

To tell us, Sir, that if we had not entered into this 
Treaty with the King of Denmark, he might have been 
prevailed on to have concluded a Treaty with another 
Power, which might have been prejudicial to us, is, in my 
Opinion, very odd. Princes, tis true, Sir, do not always 
ſve their real Intereſts, but if we reſolve upon every _ 
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of them will ever open their Eyes without | 
ſuch Remedy from us. We are never to ſuppoſe that | 


Prince of Europe will engage againſt the Liberties of E l 
or will perform any former Engagement, when the Peri 4 
mance comes to be apparently inconſiſtent with the Liberta mer 
of Europe, and conſequently with his own Ind ary 
unleſs he be very much blinded by ſome particular Inte bec: 
of his own: And of all the he of Europe the King u. 
Denmark is, in this Reſpect, the leaſt liable to any Ten wol 
tation; there are ſeveral other Princes of Europe, who n agr 
be tempted to join with thoſe who have Deſigns againſt tl Tre 
Liberties of Europe ; becauſe they may be made from theng dan 
to expect ſome Addition to their own Dominions ; and the rag 
are the Princes upon whom we ought to have a watch gag 
Eye; theſe are the Princes, if any, upon whom we ouguil {cl 
to beſtow our Penſions, in order to keep them firm to Eu 
Intereſt of Europe. If we had by any Subſidy eve 

gaged the Duke of Bavaria in an Alliance; if we had HH req 
any Subſidy diſengaged the King of Sardinia from his pre , 
ſent Allies; or if we had laid out a Sum of Money in e tio 
gaging the Polanders to make ſuch a Choice of a Kang, a ] 
would have prevented the breaking out of the War, (ant for 
perhaps a leſs Sum might have done than the Expence lud 
have been at on account of the War) there might have ben ter! 
ſome Reaſon for our being at ſuch an Expence ; but I aa chi 
ſee no Advantage we can expect, from the Expence we cor 
to be at, on account of this 'Treaty with Denmark. and 
I ſhall readily agree with the honourable and leame the 
Gentleman {Mr Willes] that Nations are entirely governed WW be 
by their own Intereſt ; but as it is the Intereſt of Denmark, Wa 
as much as it is the Intereſt of this Nation, to preſerve the ne) 
Balance of Power in Europe, therefore I muſt think it ww Sat 
quite unneceſſary for us to give them a Fee for ſo: kin 
I ſhall indeed grant, that they were in the Right to it the 
for, I believe, few will refuſe to take a Fee for that, which He 
is both their Duty and Intereſt to do without any Reward der 
As L. have a great Opinion of the Honour and the Penetr- Fit 
tion both of the the King and the Miniſters of Denmark, I mul ful 
conclude they would never have entered into any Engage Ink 
ments, that were inconſiſtent with the Liberties vaj 
rope ; I muſt conclude they will always be ready, without bet 
any Fee or Reward, to join with all their Force in the Pre T. 
ſervation of the Balance of Power, whenever it ſhall appear ſel 
to be in any real Danger. Conſequently it was altogether cu 
unneceflary for us to enter into any ſuch Treaty as that nos of 


before us, or to promiſe any ſuch Subſidy as is by that Tre 
ty FR ; and therefore, as one of the Ann 
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of the People, to whom they have entruſted the laying out Anna. Geo, 1, 


their Money, in the moſt frugal Manner, I cannot 
ſuch an unneceſſary Expence as what is now 
Upon this Sir Joſeph Jekyll, and Mr Howe declar'd, & He u. 
That they approved of the Treaty as little as any Gentle- 
men did: That tho' they thought it was altogether unneceſ- 
fary, to put the Nation to ſuch an Expence 'till the Danger 
became more apparent, yet as it was the firſt Treaty his 
Majeſty had concluded upon the preſent Em , they 
would agree to the Motion; becauſe if that Houſe ſhould not 
agree with what his Majeſty had done with reſpect to that 
Treaty, it might be, at ſuch a Conjuncture, of the moſt 
dangerous Conſequence to the Liberties of Europe, by encou- 
raging the ambitious Views which ſome of the Parties en- 
gaged in War may now have, or hereafter form to them- 
ſelves, and by diſcouraging any of the Princes or States of 
Europe from entering into any Treaties with his Majeſty, 
even tho* the Circumitances of Europe ſhould then abſolutely 
require ſuch Treaties to be concluded.” 


agree 10. ny 


March 5. Sir John Barnard mov'd for bringing in a Bill, 3, J. 2. 
for reſtraining the Number of Houſes for playing of Inter- moves for a Bill for 
ludes, and for the better regulating Common Players of In- Number of Flay- 


ful, to ſee ſo great a Change for the worſe in the Temper and 
Inclinations of the Britiſh Nation, who were now ſo extra- 
vagantly addicted to lewd and idle Diverſions, that the Num- 
ber of Play-Houſes in London was double to that of Paris; 
That we now exceeded in Levity even the French them- 
ſelves, from whom we learned theſe and many other ridi- 
culous Cuſtoms, as much unſuitable to the Mein and Manners 
of an Engliſhman or a Scot, as they were agreeable to the — 


| ® T here was at this Time a Projeft on foot for erecting a Play-¶Muuſe 
w N Martins le Grand, * 1 * 


( 94 ) | 

Anno8. Geo. n. and Levity of a Monſieur : That it was aſtoniſhing to 
— Europe, . Italian Eunuchs and Singers ſhould have ſet & 
ies, equal to thoſe of the Lords of the Treaſury and Ju 
ges of England. After this it was order'd, M. Con. Tha 
2 Bill be brought in purſuant to Sir John Barnard's Motion; 
which was done accordingly : But it was afterwards drops 
on Account of a Clauſe offer'd to be inſerted in the faid Bil 

for enlarging the Power of the Lord Chamberlain, with 

gard to the Licenſing of Plays. | 
Mr Bramfton's Mo- March 7. Mr Bramſton moved, That the Clauſe of & 
the Con Al rom * Act made in the ſecond Year of his preſent Majeſty's Rei 


the Cou ſel from 
offering Evic-nce, intitled, An Af for the more effeftual preventing Briby 


of Eletion Fr afy and Corruption in the Elections of Members to ſerve in Par. 
the Lg Determina- Frament, which relates to the laſt Determination in th 
tion of the Houle, Houſe of Commons, concerning Votes for Members to ſer 
in Parliament for any County, City, Borough, Cinque-Por; 
or Place; with the Clauſe relating to the Oath to be take 
by returning Officers, ſhould be read ; and the ſame havin 
been read accordingly, Mr Bramſton ſtood up again, ant 

ſpoke as follows : 

Mr Speaker, 

© By the Clauſe of the Act now read to you, it appean, 
that the laſt Determination of the Houſe of Commons, with 
regard to the Right of voting at any Election, is declared u 
be final to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, any Uſage 
to the contrary notwithſtanding ; ſo that in all future Diſputs 
about any Election for the ſame Place, the laſt Determinat 
on of this Houſe is the Rule, by which the Right of voting 
is to be determined, and againſt which no Arguments, n 
any Proof can be admitted: This I take to be now the L 
of the Land, and conſequently is binding as well upon thi 
Houſe, as upon every Gentleman who has been ſince thit 

Act, or may hereafter be concerned in any Election. 

At all Times, Sir, and particularly in ſuch a dangeron 
Conjuncture as the preſent, it is incumbent upon us to eſt 
bliſh among the People a good Opinion of the Impartiality, 
Integrity, and Juſtice of this Houſe in all our Proceeding: 
With Reſpect to State Affairs, eſpecially ſuch as relate wo 
Foreign Tranſactions, the Facts are not publickly known, 
nor can the Motives or Arguments for or againſt any Queſt 
on relating to them be underſtood by the Vulgar ; and there 
fore in ſuch Queſtions it is not eaſy for the People in genen 
to comprehend the Debates; nor would it be poſſible for 
them to diſcover the Injuſtice or the Partiality of our P 
ceedings, were it poſſible for this Houſe to be guilty of any 
ſuch. But in all our Proceedings relating to Elections, the 


People in general, or at leaſt thoſe who live in the Neigh- 


bourhcod of the Place where any Diſpute happens about al 
Election, 


* 


61950 


adging of the Motives or Arguments for or againſt moſt of 
he Queſtions that occur upon ſuch Occaſions, as any Mem- 
der of this Houſe : And when the People obſerve a Contra- 
Iition in our Determinations relating to ſuch Affairs; when 
hey obſerve the Right of voting at an Election given by this 
ouſe to one Sort of People, and in the very next Seſſion, 
xerhaps, that Right determined by this Houſe to be in a 
wwite different Sort of People, they muſt conclude, that the 
Determination of this Houſe in relation to that Affair did 
ot proceed from Juſtice and Impartiality, but from private 
ntereſt, or from Party-Zeal. This is the Concluſion they 
uſt neceſſarily form with Reſpe& to thoſe Affairs they 
rnow, and can judge of; and the Misfortune is, that they 
rom thence naturally conclude, that our Proceedings are go- 
rerned by the ſame Motives in thoſe Aﬀairs which they do 
dot know, nor can judge of. 
* To prevent an Effect ſo dangerous to our Conſtitution 
vas, I believe, Sir, one of the chief Motives for inſerting 
he Clauſe now read to you in the Act of Parliament, and 
are has been taken to expreſs it in Terms ſo ſtrong and 
xplicit, that it cannot, in my Opinion, be evaded by any 
\rtifice or Subterfuge. It is now the Law of, the Land ; 
Law fo reaſonable, that I hope it will never be altered or 
epealed ; and a Law ſo plain, that I can make no Doubt, 
at that the laſt Determination of the Houſe of Commons 
ill, for the future, be, in all ſuch Caſes, a Rule from 
hich we cannot depart. However,, Sir, as ſome Gentle- 
en are not ſufficiently appriſed of this Law, or may enter- 
in Hopes that this Houſe will not, in their future Determi- 
ations, ſtrictly adhere to it, they may therefore put them- 
ſelves to great Expence in bringing up Witneſſes, and may 
ake up a great deal of your Time with Arguments to ſhew, 
that the Right of voting at any Election now diſputed, is not 
in thoſe People only, in whom it was declared to be by the 
lalt Determination of this Houſe : This will be putting them- 
ſelves to great Expence, and taking up the Time of this 
Houſe to no Purpoſe, ſince the laſt Determination of the 
Houſe of Commons is now by Law eſtabliſhed as a Rule, 
from which we cannot depart, nctwithſtanding the cleareit 
roof of any Uſage to the contrary. 
As we ought, Sir, to prevent Gentlemen putting them. 
ſelves to any needleſs Expence, as we ought to prevent their 
attempting to take up the Time of this Houſe to no Purpoſe, 
therefore I think this Law ought to be ſome way reviv'd, noc 
only to put Gentlemen in mind of it, but to ſhew them 
that we are reſolved to adhere to it in the ſtricteſt Manner; 
and as the only proper way for us to revive any Law, is by 
coming 
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Nebate thereon, 
Mr Sandys. 
dir W. Plumer. 


Mr H. Walpolc. 
Mr H. Pelham. 
Sir W. Longe. 


Anno8. Ces. u. coming to ſome new Reſolution in relation to it, therefare [ 


_ Houſe. 


( 96) 


hope the Houſe will agree to the following Motion, which 
js, © That the Counſel at the Bar of this „ or befor 
the Committee of Privileges and Elections, be reſtrained 
* from offering Evidence, touching the Right of Election of 
Members to ſerve in Parliament for any City, Bo or 
Place, contrary to the laſt Determination in the Houk 
of Commons; which Determination, by an Act paſſed i 
the ſecond Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, intitled, 
* An Act for the effetual preventing Bribery and Corruptin 
* in the Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament, is made 
final to all Intents and Purpoſes whatſoever, any Utage 
© to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 

This Motion being ſeconded by Mr Sandys, and ſupported 


by Mr Walter Plumer : The ſame was objected to by M 


Horatio Walpole, Mr Henry Pelham, and Sir Willian 
Yonge, who did not directly oppoſe the Motion itſelf, but 
propoſed the Delaying of it a few Days, as follows. 
Sir, | 

© I muſt own, I have not lately confidered the Clauſe 
now read to you, and therefore am not prepared now u 
ſpeak to it: But upon the firſt View, I take the Motion u 
be of the utmoſt Conſequence, becauſe I look upon it as x 
Reſtraint deſigned to be put upon the Juriſdiftion of thi 
Houſe in the moſt material Point, that of determining al 

ueſtions relating to electing the Members of our own 
I really never imagined, that the Intention of that 
Act, or of any Clauſe in it, was to reſtrain the Houſe of 
Commons, with reſpect to their Determinations in Matten 
of Election; for in all ſuch Determinations I think we ought 
not to be under any Limitation, nor confined by any Rule; 
and if there had been any ſuch Intention, I believe thi 
Houſe would never have agreed to the Bill, or at leaſt that 
Clauſe by which any ſuch Reſtraint was intended to be laid 
upon this Houſe. 

It is for this Reaſon, Sir, that I have always imagin'd, 
and ftill think, that the Clauſe now read to you relates only 


to Returning Officers, and was deſigned as a Direction to 


them, what Sort of Perſons they were to admit to vote at 
any Election; with reſpect to which they were by this 
Clauſe obliged to take the laſt Determination of the Houſe 
of Commons, as a Rule to be inviolably obſerved by them 
at all ſucceeding Elections. This, Sir, I muſt ſtill think, 
is all that- was deſigned by the Clauſe ; for it is certain, 
that if in all future diſputed Elections, we were to take the 
laſt Determination of this Houſe as an infallible Rule for our 
Conduct, a very great Injury would thereby be done to 2 
great many Cities and Boroughs in England; and I cannot 


| 12 

imagine that it was ever the original Intention of any Act 
of Farliament to do an Injury to any one, much leſs to great 
Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects. ON A 

However, Sir, as I have not lately read or conſidered the 
AR, I will not now pretend „ 
and thereſore I hope the honourable Gentlemen wi 2 
to put off the Conſideration of this Motion to ſome ſhort 
Day, to Monday next if they pleaſe, that. other Gentlemen 
as well as myſelf may have Time to conſider it, before we 
are obliged to give our Opinion in a Caſe which is certainly 
of great Conſequence.” | 

To this it was reply'd by Sir Joſeph Jekyll: 

Sir, | ; . 

As I had the Honour to be a Member of this Houſe 
when the Clauſe now under Conſideration had the good 
Fortune to paſs, I well remember the Hiſtory of it : This 
Clauſe was not originally in the Bill, but was put into it by 
the other Houſe, and I believe, with a View to prevent the 
Paſſing of it; or at leaſt that it was the Intention of thoſe 
who firſt contrived this Clauſe ; for they imagined that this 
Houſe would never agree to ſuch an Amendment : But when 
the Bill came back to this Houſe, the Gentlemen who pro- 
moted the Bill were ſo juſtly fond of it, that they choſe to 
agree to all the Amendments made by the other Houſe, 
and this among the reſt, rather than loſe ſo good a Bill. In- 
deed as to this Clauſe they had a very good Reaſon for 
agreeing to it; for tho* it did lay ſome Reſtraint upon the 
Juriſdiftion of this Houſe in Matters of E'eftion, yet the 
Majority of the Houſe then thought it a reaſonable Re- 
ſtraint, and even a neceſſary Reſtraint, in order to prevent, 
in Time to come, that frequent Contradiction in our Deter - 
minations with reſpect to Elections, which had in Time paſt 
greatly contributed to the giving People a contemptible O- 
pinion of all the Proceedings of this Houſe. 

The Clauſe now read to you, Sir, is ſo full, and conceĩv- 
ed in Terms ſo plain and eaſy to be underſtood, that I am 
ſurpriſed to hear any Gentleman deſire an Hour to conſider 
of it; but I am ſtill more ſurpriſed to hear any Gentleman, 
eſpecially a Gentleman who has often attended the Com- 
mittee of Elections, ſay, he imagined this Clauſe was in- 
tended only as a Direction to Returning Officers, what Sort 
of People they were to admit to poll at any Election; be- 
cauſe this very Direction was given by Act of Parliament 
many Years ago to all Sheriffs and Returning Officers : So 
long ago as the eighth Year of King William's Reign, all 
Sheriff and Returning Officers have been prohibited, by an 
Act then made, to return any Member to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment, contrary to the laſt Determination in the Houſe of 

Vol. IV. N | Commons, 
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and therefore it would have been ridiculous to have 
in a late Act ſuch a Clauſe-as that now before 
more had been intended by it, than to give the 
rections to Sheriffs and other Returning whi 
given to them by a former Act then io full Force: 
without any ſuch Conſideration, the Clauſe before us is in 
itſelf ſo clearly expreſſed, that it is impoſſible to miſtake ig 
Meaning ; and as the honourable Gentleman intends nothing 
by his Motion but to prevent Gentlemens — them- 
ſelves to a needleſs Expence, and giving this Houſe an uy 
neceſſary Trouble, I can ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould make 
any Difficulty in agreeing to what he has propoſed. 

* Can Gentlemen be ſerious, Sir, when they ſay that this 
Houſe is not to be Confined by any Rules; that we 
not to be under any Reſtraint, with reſpe& to our Deter 
minations about the Election of our own Members; and 
that this Houſe would never have agreed to the Clauſe, if 
any ſuch Thing had been intended ? Our Determinations 
in ſuch Caſes are, tis true, ſupreme and final; but a 
Sir, even in ſuch Caſes we are confined by the Rules of m 
tural Juſtice and Equity, and likewiſe by the antient Cu 
toms and the Laws of the Kingdom. Let a Court of Ju 
dicature be as abſolute and ſupreme as can be imagi 
yet I ſhould have a very bad Opinion of the Judges of that 
Court, if they confined themſelves to no Rules, nor even 
to thoſe Laws they themſelves had before made for their 
future Conduct. I do not know but ſome of the Cite: 
and Boroughs of England may have been injured by the lf 
Determination of this Houſe, and in ſuch a Cafe it h. 
Hardſhip to make that injurious Determination abſolute and 
final as to them in all Time to come; but if there were ay 
ſuch injurious Determinations made, it is the more nece 
ſary by a Law to put a Stop to them. The Hardſhip 8 
already put upon them; the Law is already paſſed; its 
now one of the eftabliſhed Laws of the Kingdom, and cas. 
not therefore be altered or amended by any Reſolution of 
this Houſe : It is not the firft Time that a Hardſhip tas 
been put upon particular Men for the Good of the Society 

in general ; but in this Caſe, if any City or Bo has 
been injured by the laſt Determination of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and that Injury fix'd upon them by the Law now 
under our Confideration, they may apply to Parliament for 
Relief, and will certainly obtain an Act of Parliament for 
tha: Purpoſe, which is the only Method by which they cat 
now be relieved ; ſo that the Hardſhip, if any has been put 
upon them, cannot come under our Conſideration in the 
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not I wiſh it were 
Order of this Houſe, that no Motion ſhould . 
Conſideration or agreed to the ſame Day it is made: F 
this Reaſon I ſhall not be againſt adjourning the Debate till 
Monday, according to the honourable Gentleman's Deſire; 
and I agree to it the rather, becauſe I hope when the Mo- 
tion has been fully and maturely ed, it will be uta- 
nimouſly agreed to: But, on other Occaſions, I hope theſe 
Gentlemen will ſhew the ſame Complaiſance to others, and 
will not inſiſt, that any Motion they may hereafter think 
ft to make ſhall be immediately taken into Conſideration ; 
for if this ſhould be made a Rule for one Side, and not for 
the other, it would be as partial a Method of Proceeding 
as was ever practiſed by former Parliaments in their Deter- 
minations about Elections. | | 

It was ordered accordingly, that the farther Conſideration 
of that Queſtion ſhould be adjourned to the Monday Morn- 
ing next, when the Motion was amended thus : * That the 
« Counſel at the Bar of this Houſe, or before the Committee 


* of Privileges and Elections, be reſtrained from offering E- 


| 


© vidence, touching the Legality of Votes for Members to 


© ſerve in Parliament, for any County, Shire, City, Borough, 
© Cinque-Port, or Place, co to the laſt Determination 
of the Houſe of Commons: ich Determinatien, by an 
Act paſſed in the ſecond Year of his preſent Majeſty's 
© Reign, intitled, An Ad for the more eſfectual preventing 
, Bribery and Corruption, in the Election of Members to ſerve 
* in Parliament, is made final to all Intents and Purpoſes 
* whatſoever, any Uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 
And then it was agreed to without any farther Debate. 


March 19. Upon the Motion of Mr Sandys, it was or- fange kr erg 
der'd, That Leave be given to bring in a Bill for the better =iting the Number 
ſecuring the Freedom of Parliaments, by limiting the Num- Houſe of Commons, 
ber of Officers in the Houſe of Commons ; and Mr Sandys, Man. 
Mr Wortley, Mr Howe, Sir John Hynde Cotton, Mr Watkin 1. yy,uey. 
Williams Wynne, and Sir William Lowther, were ordered Mr Howe: 
to prepare and bring in the ſame. . 
Nr 21. The ſaid Bill was preſented to the Houſe by n Ws. 

| ay | 


April 16. The Report from the Committee appointed to Th R-ſolutions of 


9 


the Committee ar- 


inquire into the Complaint relating to the Poſt-Office, being pointedro inquire 

taken into Conſideration, the Reſolutions of the ſaid Com- — 

mittee were as follows ; viz. I. That the Privilege of frank. e. 

ing Letters by the Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes, choſen to 

repreſent the Commons in 3 began with the erect- 
2 ing 


F253 LI. 5 
Ane Poſt- Office within this , by Act of 
nent. II. That all Letters, not exceeding two Ounce 
1 by the proper Hand of, or dir to any Member 
of this Houſe, during the fitting of every. Seſſion of Py. 
liament, and forty Days before and forty Days after evey 
Summons or Prorogation, ought to be carried and delivery 
freely and ſafely from all Parts of Great Britain and Ireland 
without any of — III. That it is an rs ping 
fringement of the Privilege of the 
ſſes, choſen to repreſent the Commons of Great Brita 


in Great Britain or Ireland, to detain or 
into, by any Means whatſoever, any Letter directed to, a 
figned by the proper Hand of any Member, without a 
expreſs Warrant in Writing, under the. Hand of one of the 
Principal Secretaries 23 for every * _ De 
layin ing, or ing into. IV. That 
| roar Agape, ember 2 Houſe at any Place within 
the Bills of Mortality, be carried by the proper Officers of 
the Poſt- Office to the Houſe or Lodgings of ſuch Member, 
or to the Lobby of the Houſe of Commons. V. That i 
is a notorious Breach of the Privilege of the Houſe of Un- 
mons, for any Perſon -to counterfeit the Hand, or put the 
Name of any Member of the Houſe of Commons upon ay 
Letter, in order to prevent its being c with the Duty 
of Poſtage. VI. That ſuch Perſons as preſume to d 
ſame, ought to be proceeded againſt with the utmol 
*. The i firſt two of theſe Reſolutions were agreed to, and at 
the 25th the third Reſolution was amended thus: viz. Thi 
It is an high Infringement of the Privilege of the Knight, 
Citizens and Burgeſſes, choſen to repreſent the Commons ef 
Great Britain in Parliament, for any Poſt-Maſter, his Nepy 
ties or Agents, in Great Britain or Ireland, to open or look 
into, by any Means whatſoever, any Letter directed to, « 
ſigned by the proper Hand of any Member, without an a 
preſs Warrant in Writing, under the Hand of one of the 
principal Secretaries of State, for every ſuch Opening « 
Looking into; or to detain or delay any Letter, directed to, 
or ſigned with the Name of any Member, unleſs there ſhall 
be juſt Reaſon to ſuſpect ſome Counterfeit of it, without 2? 
expreſs Warrant of a principal Secretary of State as afore 
| faid, for every ſuch Detaining or Delaying. * 
8 Then the three other Reſolutions were ſeverally read i 
ſecond Time, and agreed to, without any Amendment. 
Dr cee n April 22. The Bill for limiting the Number of Oſcen 
Nau e to fit in the Houſe of Commons being read a ſecond Time: 
Sa and a Motion being made for committing the — 
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yet! — — 
Polwarth, Mr Hume Campbell, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Sir Wil- N Iba Pin. 
liam Wyndham, and Sir John Hynde Cotton. The Speak- oy — 
ers againſt committing it were Mr en Fox, , Lort Potwanth, 
Mr Stephen Cornwallis, Mr Lewis, (of Hampſhire) Mr 37 3: [EY 
Williams, Hon. Mr Robert Byng, Mr Lind- 3 f H Wyndham. 
ay, Mr Oglethorp, Mr Danvers, Mr Thomas Corbet, Wen 
Hon. Mr Henry Pelham, General Wade, Sir Robert Wal- Hon.s: Cornwallis. 
pole, and Mr Rider the Solicitor General. 1 
NE 
But the Queſtion being at laſt put for committing the Mr Oztethorp. 
Bill, it was Carried in the Negative by 216, againſt 192. of Tho. Chet. 
Gen. Wade. 


May, 15. The King came to the Houſe of Peers, and Sir & Walpole, 
the Commons being ſent for and attending, his Majeſty gave . 

the Royal Aſſent to ſeveral Bills: After which he put an 

End to the Seſſion with the following Speech to both Houſes. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« F Am glad the Buſineſs of this Seſſion of Parliament is The King'sSpeech 
brought to ſuch a — — 1 now an to the firlt Sean. 
Opportunity of giving you ſome R e great 
1 — you * 1 the Service of your Sor, On 
this Occaſion I muſt in Juſtice return you My Thanks for 
the many Inſtances you have given Me of your Duty and 
Affection to My Perſon and Government, and for the 
« neceflary Proviſions you have made for the Publick Secu- 
« rity, as far as the immediate Circumſtances of Affairs 
might require. | 

« I have conſidered with great Care and Attention the 
« preſent Situation of Europe, and duly ' weighed the Con- 
* ſequences, that may ariſe from the Progreſs of the War, 
either by means of its becoming more general, or conti- 
* nuirg only to be carried on between the Powers already 
10 en x 0 

An Accommodation of theſe unhappy Troubles ap- 
* peared to be the beſt Means to prevent the Dangers, that 
are to be apprehended. on either Side. In this View, a 
* Plan of Pacification was concerted between Me and the 
States General with great Impartiality, and not without 
* reaſonable Grounds to hope for Succeſs, altho' it hath not 
gad the deſired Effect. 

* But all future Reſolutions, to be taken in this impor- * ; 
tant and critical Conjuncture, muſt be principally deter- 
© mined by future Events: This makes it impoſſible for Me, 
at preſent, to take the previous Advice and Concurrence 
ef My Parliament in ſuch Meaſures, as may become ab- 

7 « ſolutely 
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| -.4.4-.. Qi, | 
Ae 8. Geo. 11. ©© ſolutely neceſſary to be entered into. - But you be 
4. el that My conſtant Concern for the Publick We. 
„ fare, the Laberties of Europe, and, in particular, for the 
Felicity and Security of thele Ki will never ſuſ. 
« fer Me to take any Steps, but fi as the Honour and 
4 Tntereſt of My Crown and People ſhall call for and; 
« ſtify; and in the Purſuit of theſe great and 
Ends, I do, with the beſt grounded Confidence, promiſe 
% Myſelf your zealous and ionate Support.” 
= mk of the Houſe of Commons, 

« return you My hearty Thanks for the Supplies you 
<« have, with ſo much Chearfulneſs and Diſpatch, granted 
« for the Service of the current Year, which have been 6 
« effectually raiſed, and accompanied with ſo ſeaſonable an 
4e entation of Our Forces by Sea and Land, that! 
cc ſhall be in a Condition to make uſe of them, in the mol 
« advantageous Manner, for the Publick Service, as any Oc- 
„ caſion, that may happen to ariſe, ſhall require.” 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

c The Conduct and Prudence of this Parliament, in 1 
Time of fo great Difficulty, cannot be enough commend. 
« ed. The Poſture of Affairs before us required all poſible 
* Reſolution, joined with Caution, neither to be unwatiy 
« involved in F a preſent Diſturbances, nor to remain un- 
te provided againſt thoſe Dangers, which are too obvious to 
* ſand in Need of any Explanation, and may either direfth 
« or remotely affect Us. 

« As I think it neceſſary this Summer to viſit My Do. 
& minions in Germany, it is My Intention to appoint the 
Queen Regent here during My Abſence ; of whoſe jul 
and prudent Adminiſtration you have on the like Occafion 
had ience. Let Me earneſtly recommend it to you, 
* to render the Burden of this weighty Truſt as eaſy to Her 
« as poſſible, by making it your conſtant Study and Endes 
« your, as I am ſure it is your Inclination, to preſerve the 
Peace of the Kingdom, and to diſcountenance and ſup- 
* preſs all Attempts to raiſe groundleſs Diſcontents in the 
„ Minds of My People, whoſe Happineſs hath alwayi 
„ been, and ſhall continue My daily and uninterrupted 


« Care.” 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, 
prorogued the Parliament to the 12th of June: They wen 
* afterwards farther prorogued to the 15th of January. 
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to the End of the ſaid Seſſmn. 


N Thurſday the 22d of January, the Houſe having, upon the Re- 
port of the Committee of Supply, refolved, Nemine Contradicente, that 
a Supply ſhould be granted to his Majeitty, they ordered, among others, | 
the — Eſtimates, State, and Accounts to be laid before the Houſe, viz. 
An Ettimate of the Ordinary of the Navy for the Year 1736, 
Pe. the Ha!f-Pay of the Officers of the Navy and Maris es. 
2. An Eltimate of the Charge for Guards, Garriſons and Land Forces 
for the Year 1736. 


3. An Eſtimate of the Charge of Ordnance for the Land Service for 
the Year 1736. 


4. State of the Debt of his Majeſty's Navy, as it ſtood at Chriſtmas 
on luſt. „ 
An Account ſhewing how the Money given for the Service of the 
"Ea 1735, had been dyſpoſed of, diſtingu ſhed under the ſeveral Heads. 


6. An / Brag of the Services incurred and not provided for by Par- 
liament. 


Of v nich the firſt and fourth were laid before the Houſe next Day; the 
ſecond, third, ard fixth, on Monday thereafter ; and the fiſth on Tee 
the 3d of March, and follow i in their Order as called tor. 

An Abftrad of the Ordinary ESTIMATE of the Navy for the Year 1736. 

To the Right Hon. the Lords Commiſſioners for executing the Office of 

Lord Hizh Admiral of Great Britain. 


1. The Commiſſioners of the Navy, with the Secretaries, 8 J. s. 61 


7 


Othcers, Cierks, Inüruments and Contingencies relat- F 28,062 14 1 
irg thereto 3 


2. Saprrannuated Sea- Officers —— — 5109 12 4 | 
;. Penſions and Allowance — 3557 15 » $907 7 7 
4. Chatham m__ 

5. Deptford | a 1 

6. Woolwich 3 — — 28 21 

7. Portſmouth 2 — — mk 4162 * 6 217, 595 11 8 
8. Sheecreſs — i 4&4 6 | 

9. Piymouth 2506 56; 


10. XI. .tter-MiMters and other Officers of the Out Ports — 3.623 5 6 
11. Wages to Ships and Veſſels in Ordinary — 530,712 6 0 
12. Vi&tuals to the Officers and Men ſerving therein ——> 13,459 $ © 
13. Charge of the Hargour Moorings _ 24,084 0 © 
O0 0 
5 0 
o O 


14. Ordinary Repairs of his Mzjelty's Ships in | Harbour, ** 
and of the Docks, Wharfs, Buiicjngs, &ce. —— BAY 
1;. Ordinary Charge of ſick and hurt Seamen — — 1,068 1 

15. Hait.Pay to Sea Officers - — Z0,000 


Total of the Ordinary Eſtimate of the Navy for the $217 
Year 17 730. 


7.269 4 10 


d Brought 


TY MT Y 

K .- . 4. 4 

ä Brought over 217,269 4 10 

| To which may be added 

For defraying the Expence in maintaining, in the Royal 

Hoſpital of Greenwich, an additional Number of | 
Diſabled Seamen, taken and to be taken into it, who 


are worn out and become decrepid in the Service of 
their Country, there being now goo poor Seamen 
maintained in the ſaid Hoſpital 5 5 for a ſufficient ? 10,600 : 
Number of Nurſes. being the Widows of Officers and 7 
Poor Seamen, and for carrying on the Buildings and I 
other Incidents of the ſaid Hoſpital for the Year 1736, . 
10, ooo l. — — — — p 
Total 227,269 4 10 R 
And then the Total of the Ordinary Eſtimate of the Navy for the Year I 
1736, amounts to Two hundred twenty-ſeven Thouſand two hundred 
fixty-nine Pounds four Shillings and ten Pence. 
| Richard Haddock, James Ackworth, 2 
Thomas Pearſe, George Purvis. : 
J. Fawler. 
An Eſtimate of the Charge of the Guards, Garriſons, and ether his Majeſty | 
Land Forces in Great Britain, for the Year 1736. 80 
| Pay for 36 
Z "ml : Total. 0. 
Horſe Number. „ & -& &S8 G 
1ſt. Troop of Guard — — 181 16,592 O o 0 
2d dittdo— — — 181 16,592 © © 
3d ditto — — 181 16.592 0 © 
4th ditto 181 16,592 0 0 
rſt Troop of Grenadier Guards — 176 10,772 12 © 
2d ditto — — 177 10,900 14 © 
Royal Regiment of Guards —— 337 26,949 16 © 0 
Lord Pembroke's Regiment — 319 26,126 6 0 F 
Lieutenant General Fvan's —— 214 17,744 18 © 
Lieutenant General Wade's— 214 17,744 18 © | 
— 21 6[=——— 176,607 o 0 Fa 
Dragcoons. | 
Royal Regiment ——— '—— 369 17,461 5 o 1 
Brigadier Campbell's — 369 17,401 £ © : 
Lieut, General Honey wood's —— 369 17,461 5 o ; 
Lord Cadogan's — 23565 17,461 5 o x 
Major General Kerr's —— — 369 17,461 5 © To 
Nied? 369 „ 1 
Major General Churcl:i ''s — 369 17,451 5 0 : 
Lord Mark Kerrs . — 369 1-\;01 $5 © 
— 139,690 0 0 


16,297 40 
: enge 


| Pay for 365 Total. 
Numbers. Days. & +> 
Brought forward —— 5113 —— —— 316,297 4 © 
Foot 
it Regiment of Guards 2005 51,291 17 © 
2d ditto — 1288 33,299 17 © 
zu ditto 1288 33,354 16 0 
Lieat. Gen. Tatton's Regiment == 5705 13,917 3 0 
Major Gen. Barrels —— 705 13.917 30 
Brigadier Montague's — 505 13,917 3 0 
Lieut, Gen, Whetham's ——<— 505 13,917 3 0 
Brigadier Middleton's — — 70g 13.917 3 0 
Brigadier Harriſons—“:hĩ—— 505 13.917 3 0 
Brigadier Handaſyde's 705 13,917 3 0 
Lieut, Gen. Sabine's — 0; 13,917 3 © 
— 10,221 229,283 15 © 
Invalids. 
Brigadier Fielding's Regiment — 515 9,933 17 O 
25 Independant Companies 1300 22,646 5 0 
— 1815 32,580 2 0 
Independant Companies. | 
Six Independant Companies 
in Nen Bricala _ 555 9,146 17 0 
Staff Officers, &c. 
Staff Ofücers 10,907 9 7 
Garriſons, Fire and Candle — 36,060 14 4 
Centingents upon Account =—— 15,000 o o 
—dſ — 61,968 4 © 
17.704 — . 049,276 2 0 


An Eſtimate of the Charge of the Office of Ordnance, for the 
LAND- 


[! 


Year 1736. 
SERVICE. - 


Ordinary of the Office, compriſing Repairs of h. 1.6 Ss 
Storehouſes, Barracks, Platforms, Carriages, | 
Stores for Garriſons, Rents, Salaries, and 38,835 7 6. 

Lo incident Charges = 
abliſuments at Mahon, Gibraltar, Anapolis, 

Placentia, and North Britain mY 9,962 3 9 

Half-Pay of the Officers, that have ſerved well 
inthe Trains of Artillery in Flanders, Spain, 462 12 6 | 
and on ſeveral Expeditions —— — 49,260 3 9 

EXT RAORDINARIE S. 

Towards carrying on the Gibraltar 10,000 © © 
Fortifications, repair- Mahon 5,000 © o 
ing of Storehouſes, and Anapolis——— 70000 
pplying of Stores Placentia—ꝛ 5 300 0 o 

. 5. ooo o o 
5,200 39 
d 2 Brouy "2, 


5 + 3 
„ 1 2 

* 
cd bh 
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| 6 6" 
Brought ſorward . 6;,260 


d. 


Towards rebuildings and iring the For 2 A 
- - tifications at dero — | 4 3.000 © © 
+ Towards building and repairing the Forti- > "EF 
fications at =* 3 rn 
Towards carrying on the new Fortifications 
and Barracks .at Fort Auguſtus in —6 2,000 o o 
One hundred Ton of Salt Petre — 4.5 o o 
| | — 14,508 09 
Exceedings, for which no Allowance hath ET TE 
been made by Parliament. 79.760 3 g 
Ordnances and Stores ſent by his Majeſty's Or- 
der in Council, dated 3d April, 1735. 
John Armſtrong, To Barbadoes— 3,725 6 4 
Geo. Gregory, Leward Iſlands, 865 7 4 
L. Smelt. : 9 
Wr. Earle. 


Services incurred Anno 1735, not provided for by Parliament. 


The Remainder of the Supplies vated by Parliament the) 
24th Dec. 1735, for victualling the Garriſon of Gi- 


brajtar, more than was ſufficient to fatisfy the De- 
mands of the late Contractor, and applicable to the 
new Contract for this Service, made with Tho. Ben- 


nett Eſq; dated September 1733. was, — —— 


Vated in Parliament for this Service, An. 1734. 25,000 
Deficiency Anno 1734, made good 7.769 1 


Voted for this Service, Anno 1735 —— 25,000 © © 


— — 


Total of Supplies to 24th Dec. 173352 k 565, 406 57 


Payments made to Thomas Revel, Eſq; Contractor 
for this Service, from the 4th of February 1733-4. 


the Commencement of the Contract, to the 4th of 


September 1735, incluſi e — 
The Payments from the 15th of September, 

1735, to the 4th of January following, 

being four Months, at 28 Days per Month, 10,349 

eſtimated at | 
Infurance, Anno 1935 ———- —— — 508 
Extraordinary Magazines and neceſſary nh * 300 


pairs, eſtimated at — ——— — 


— —— 


— 11.157133 


> 5,636 134 


o o 
. 


57.769 133 


yments tothe ch of anusre . 


59,250 0 10 


42 


/ 
93 
o © 


— GſH[U—ç 
4% 14 3 
79,407, 143 


'Potal of actual! and eſtimated Pu 
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(x] 
On Friday the 23d of January, it was ordered that the 
2 Officer ſhould lay before that Houſe an Account oftls 
umber of Seamen employed in the Service of the Ro 
Navy, from the 31ſt of December, 1734, to the 3 iſt of D 
cember, 1735, upon a Medium of each Month, diſtinguiſhing 
what Numbers were borne, and what muſtered in the ful 
Service. 
Accordingly, the faid Account was laid before the Ho 
on the Thurſday after, and was as follows, viz. 


Navy-Office, 27th Jan. 1735. 
An ACCOUNT of the Number of Seamen employed 
the Service of the Royal Navy, from the 31ſt of Dec. x71, 
tothe 3 iſt of Dec. 1735, upon a Medium of each Monti, 
diſtinguiſhing what Numbers were borne, and what n 
ter'd in the ſaid Service, prepared purſuant to an Order o 
the Hon. Houſe of Commons, dated the 23d Inſtant. 


Number of Me 
Months. Borne. 


| 
Janury —— —— — 1734 | 27497 
February won —— — | 27,414 


March — — 1735 | 27-594 wt 
April — — _ | 7,74 the 
| May — — — | 7,4 for 
June — — — | 28,967] 26.8 of 
July — 29,629 7,4 the 


Auguſpa²w — — — | 3,61] :,z 
— - 30, 194 28,0 
—— — | 0,08 28.294 
November xwua ꝛy f.⁊ã⁵⁶ẽe?ũ2 — | 29,814] 26,45 
December ——— ——— — | 29,582] 23,5 


345+8331396,514 
| 28,819] 25,568 


Richard Haddock, J. Ackword, 
Tho. Pearſe, G. Purvis, 
J. Fowler, Rob. Byag. 


The 2$th. (See page 1229 The Houſe (according to O. 
der) reſolved itſelf into a Committee of che whole Houſe, u 
conſider further of the Supply granted to bis Majeſty, 2 
came to the following Refolutions, without any * 


Upon a Medium 


2 


. 


6 
or Diviſions, only W — m Sh——n, Eſq; made a tort 
Speech againſt keeping up ſuch a numerous, Standing Army 
in Time of Peace. : 

The Reſolutions were as follow, viz. 

1. That the Number of effective Men to be provided 
Guards and Garriſons in Great-Britain, and for Guernſey 
2nd Jerſey, for the Year 1736, ſhould be (including 1815 In- 
ralids, and 555 Men, which the fix Independant Companies 
conſiſt of, for Service of the Highlands) 17,704 Men, Com- 
miſion and Non-Commiſſion Officers included. 

2. That a Sum not exceeding 649,270l. 28. ſhould be 
granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the Charge of the ſaid 
17,774 Men, for Guards and Garriſons, and other his Ma- 
jetty's Land Forces in Great Britain, Guernſey and Jerſey, 
for the Year 1756, 

3. That a Sum not exceeding 216,228]. 10s. and 11d. 
ſou!d be granted td his Majeſty, for maintaining his Majeſty's 
Forces and Garriſons in the Plantations, Minorca, and Gi- 
braltar, for the Year 1736. | 

4. That a Sum not exceeding 71441. 1s. 11d. Farthing, 
ſou!d be granted to his Majeſty for defraying ſevera] extra- 
orcinzry Expences and Services, incurred Anno 1735, and 
tot provided for by Parliament. | 

The 29th. Agreed to the Reſolution of Yeſterday, after 
which was preſented to the Houſe the following Report of 
the ProceeJings of the Commiſſioners of the Royal Hoſpital 
for Sea men at Greenwich, purſuant to van Act of Parliament 
ofthe Sth Year of his preſent Majeſty, entitled, An Act for 
the Application of the Rents and Profits of the Eſtates, ſor- 
tee? by the Attainders of James late Earl of Derwentwater, 
and Charles Ratcliffe, Eſq; viz. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Great Britain, in Par- 
liament aſſembled. | 


r Obedience to the Directions of an AR paſſed in the 


22 Seon of Parliament, intitled, An AR for the Aplica- lege Report. 


don of the Rents and Profits of the Eſtates forfeited by the 
amincers of James late Earl of Derwentwater, and Charles 
fate ite, Eſq; requiring the Commiſſioners or Governors of 
de Royal Hoſpital for Seamen at Greenwich, to contract 
rc agree with able and ſufücient Tradeſmen, Artificers, or 
der Perſons, for finiſhing and compleating the ſaid Royal 
ncip1tzl, in a Workman- like and ſubſtantial Manner, on the 
£1! and moſt reaſonable Terms, according to the Plan laid 
di>re the Houſe of Commons in the faid Seſſion of Parlia- 
ent, and to lay their Proceedings therein, with their — 
© 2 L. 


Army Votes: 


Chelſca CoL 


[xi 1 


nual leren befarekis l. ray. and both Honſes of Par- 5 


liament reſpective ly. 

The Commiſfſioners and Governors of the ſaid Hoſpital 
do bumbly report as follows: 

There has been received from the Exchequer the Sum of 
5282 J. 135. being the Arrears remaining there of the Rents 
of the Eſtate. which Sam has been inveſted in Bank Anoot- 
ties at 31. per Cent. until there ſhall be Occaſion to diſpoſe 
of the ame, puriyint totbe Purpoſes of the Act of Parliament. 

T acre nas deen hkewitc received out of the Rents of the 
Eſtate, the Sum of 2178 l. 138. 1d. 

As to their Proceedlags in carrying on the Buildings, the 
Foundations of Queen Mary's Court are in a great meaſure 
laid, and the Walls of the Chappel and Kitchen are carried 
up to the 'Top of the Plinth, which is, to the Cills of the 
Windows of the Baie Story, the Expence of which has 
amounted to 1089 l. 15 8. 46. 

By Order of the Comm iſfioners. 
ACmiralty-Ozce, 
Jan. 29. 1735- . Tao. Corbett. 
Ide 31ft, received the folowing Accounts. 
Tie -xce © or Sarp'us of the ſeveral Duties. Revennes, and 

Ir comes c mene calle the Aggregate Fund, eſtabliſhed 

by cpa 2 oof Par: -1amect of the 3d, 5 b, and th Years 


of R. 712 Reign, for 2ofwering, the Pavmernts 
chere ir ex pre * 2 0 
The Morey artfen at tee Excheaner within the Halt Year 
ended zt Lacy is, 1735, cc the particular Brache; 
Ezrcic caumertes, Y:'z. 
DEBTOR. 4. 1. 1 
H ve Norey, fn granted 7th of Will. III. 52.386 3 4 
ICE Tongzge age Forsa ge x — 42.140 5 5 


Arrears c te Dates on (Se. Tea, ard Chocoiare, 

before the 24:3 of ſure, 1724; 20 the Dates on Ner- | 

Deg: Arras. Cover, Mace, f cteres ard Af goes 01 5 
Arre: s ct! the Increaſes Dates on Conce, Tea, and 

Choco'ate, before tae 24th of late, 1724, and tbe 

Dees on Netmes:s, — Cores. n ard 

Pic cres — — 2.3f7 14 1 


119.171 en 
- Da 


2 Ar nuit e 


11 


DEBTOR | 2 £4 
X Brought over 71875 0 11 
Ditto —— of 4,5. per Ib. on Tea, fince ditto ———— 25,565 9 © 
Tre [nland of 15. 6d. per Ib. on Chocolate, 
Loce Etro 5.776 9 3 


4 ther Rates on White Calicoes, China Wares and 


— — — — 2,682 19 m 
Hat * Subſidy of Tonnage ard Poundage —— 
dus of the other Moiety above 80,000 l. 1 Annum 


4::+:i-nal Duties on French —— — 5,266 4 8 


Plantation Duties 693 13 10 
Daties oa Hops | 1,917 13 
Dies on Brandy —— — — — 83,721 13 
Sept of 9d. Exciſe, granted for 99 Years —— 22.442 9 
D ::0 cf the two 7ths of gd. Excite — 8,22 14 2 
Dio of the 37000 l. per Week Exciſe 13,397 17 4 
Dir > ofthe Revenues in Anguity, Acts 4th, 5th, and 

51. 4 2 — 67,700 $8 $ 
5 ::5, of the Fund for the Lottery. 17:0 21,677 2 1 


?:5 ic Monies broaght into the EXcbequer after Mi. 
2 24, 1715, appropriates by an Act cf Geo. I. p*ge 


221. v1. 
Dit on foreign Sail Cloth 


— — 1,325 6 1 


Do: e Duty of zd. per Barrel Exciſe, and the additio- 
D cr. Pepper and Al. ariſen Michaelmas, 1734, and 
+: *2 2: Lady-Day, 1735, over and abore ſufficient to 
Wette Arnuities of £1,000). per Aru, granted 


15 ; e, compated to that Time — — 26.399 7 1 


254.332 5 7 


e Exceſs cr Serples ef the ſereral Daties, Revenues, and Ircomes, 

2525-7 called the Aggregate Ford, eſzbliſhed by ſeveral Ads of 
Per wertet rhe zd, 5th, and 6:b Years of his late Majefiy's Reign, 
722 2e: gig the Payments therein expreſics, VIZ. 


* 


CREDIT OR 42ͤ 

71 P:7menw charged on the Aggregate Fand, by Ads of 
Parliament, viz. 

te 2:nk of England, on their Annuity of 60,0091, 

> . per Arn. for 

ref Exchequer Bills) for the half Year ended 


—— $2,000 6 @ 
4p 


7 e Compary ts Sic barge Abrcdes at 


15,655 16 9 


; [ iv ] 
' CREDITOR. | 
4 per Cent, on the Principal Sum of 393,645 J. $5. to 
Which the Sum of 481,700]. ſubſcribed into their Capital, 
js reduced by abating from the ſame 48,0541. 128. for 
a proportionable Part of 4,500,000]. repaid to the faid 
Company for redeeming ſo much of their Ca ital, and the 
Annuities attending the ſame, being the Remainder of 
oo, oool, contributed on the firſt Lottery, 1719, for the 

If Year ended at Lady-day, 1735 | — 

Towards the Expence of his Majeſty's Civil Govern- 
ment for the half Vear ended at Lady Day, 1735, by the 
Act of 1 Geo. II. pag. 8. — — 5 

By the South Sea Company to diſcharge Annuities at 

per Cent. on the Principal Sum of 751,9 111. 16s. 1d, 
to which the Sum of 843,7021. 15. Sd. ſubſcribed into their 
Capital, is reduced, by abating from the ſame 91,7901. 

s. 7d. for a proportional Part of 4,500,000 1, repaid 
0 the ſaid Company, for redeeming ſo much of their whole 
Capital, and the Annuities attending the ſame, being the 
Remainder of 1,079,009]. contributed for Annuities Anno 
1715, for the half Year ended at Lady Day, 1735. == — 

By the Officers of the Exchequer-Bill- Office, on their 
Salaries, for the half Year ended at Lady Day, 1735. — 

By the Uſher of the Exchequer for Neceſſaries. 

By the Seuth-Sea-Company,and the Governor and Com, 
pany of the Bank of England, claiming under them for 
Fe half Year ended at Lady Day, 1735, on 5271. 11s. gd. 
per Ann. being ſuch Part of 10,5 161. 1s. 7d. per Ann. 
Reſidue of 12,0001. per Ann, allowed them for Charges 
of Management on Subſcriptions by the Act of 6 Geo. I, 
as is chargeable on th Fund. —— 

By the United Company of Merchants of England, 
trading to the Eaſt-Indies, on their reduced Annuity of 
128,000). payable to them from Michaelmas, 1730, be- 
1ng after the Rate of 4]. per Cent. per Ann. on the ſaid 
Company's Capital of 3,200.000]. for the half Year ended 
at Lady Day, 1735, purſuant to the Act of 3 Geo. II. 


PS. 452 —— 


— — 


— 


— 27 


7,872 18 1 


60,000 Q © 


263 15 10 


64,000 o 0 


By the F.xeeſs or Sarplus which at or before Lady Day, 
1725, did ariſe by the Duties compoſing the Aggregate 
Fg«"d per certra (over and above all the Monies then due, 
or payable to diſcharge the ſeveral Annuities and other Al- 
lowances and Payments directed by Acts of Parliament ta 
be ſatisfied out of the ſame) which Exceſs or Surplus is 
garcied to the Sinking Fund. 


1774558 14 1 


— — — 


336,539 7 


c 


K n 


(%] 
The Exceſs or Surplus of fuch Duties or Revenues (Part of the South Bea 
Fund) as were eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament of the 3d and (th Yeats 
of his late Majeſty's Reign, for anſwering Payments to the South Sea 
Company and others, which Exceſs or Surplus is here ſtated at Lady 


Day, 1735. | 
The Money ariſen at the Exchequer in the half Year ended at Lady Day, es 


, DEBTOR, kl 
For Impoſt on Wines and Vinegar ——— —— 60,164 '1 $ 
Impoſt on Tobacco = 36,008 14 1 
Impoſt on Ealt-India Goods ———— 4.5 1 3 
Additional Impoſitions 3 15,798 © 16 
Additional Whale- Fins 1 2,152 18 6 
Duty on Candles ſince the 1ſt of May 17915 —— 38,913 14 | 
Apprentices Duty ſince ditto — — 2.054 0 


1 


202,685 6 4 


The Exceſs or Surplus of ſuch Duties or Revenues, (Part of the South St 
Fund) as were eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament of the 3d and 5th Years | 
of his late Majeſty's Reign, for anſwering Payments to the South Sea 
Company and others, which Exceſs or Surplus is here ſtated at Lady 


Day, 1735, viz. 


CREDIT OB. SS - 1. d. 
By the South Sea Company to diſcharge Annuities at 

4]. per Cent. on the principal Sum of 8, 912, 05 31. 88. 8d. 

Halfpenny, to which their original Capital of io, doo, oool. 

is reduced, by abating from the ſame 1,387,946 l. 118. 3d. 

Half- penny, for a proportional Part of 4,500,000]. re- 

paid to the ſaid Company, for redeeming ſo much of their 

whole Capital, and the Annuities attending the fame, and 

ls from the half Year ended at Lady Day, 1735. — 198,24 11 4 
By ditto Company on 7,129]. 128. 11d. per Ann. for 

Charges of Management, to which their Allowance of 

80001. per Ann, was reduced, on Re- payment ta the ſaid 

Company of 4,500,000. as aforeſaid, and is for the half 


Year ended at Lady Day, 1735. — 16 5 


* 


ö 181,805 17 1@ 
By the Exceſs or Surplus, which at or before Lady Day, 
1735, did ariſe by the Rates, Duties, Impoſitions and 
Revenues per contra, over and above ſufficient to ſatisfy all 
Payments chargeable thereupon, which Exceſs or Surplus 
15 carried to the Sinking Fund, —— —_—_ — 20,879 8 6 


—m__ 


202,685 6 4 
The 
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| The Produce at the Exchequer of the Duties and Revennds; vi 


AR of 3 Geo. I. page 303, were charged towards making my 
general yearly Fund of 724,8491. 6s. 10d. with the Deficiency then! 
and the Overplus of the ſame General Fund ſtated at Lady Day, 1735 
which Overplus ariſeth over and above all the Monies which then & 
before became due or payable according to ſubſequent Acts, out of the 
{aid Duties, Revenues, or General Fund. | | 


2. Money ariſen at the Exchequer avithin the half Year ended at Lady Dq; 
| 1735, in Part of 362,424 1. 13 8. 5 d. viz. | 


DEBT OR. | 
| to J. Lottery, 1711 | „ 4 
Subſidy on Goods ex ported 16,862 10 2 3 
Two Shillings per Chaldron on Coals 27,912 15 58 83,691 © 9 
Additional Duty on Candles ... 38,915 14 6 
| Clafs ditto, 1711, 
Hackney Coaches and Chairs ._ 3,589 3 11 
New Stamp Duties 6,001 4 
oe l. per Week Lottery Money —— 17,500 © o 
uty on Hides and Skins 52,668 8 4, 
10 |, Lottery, 1712. | 
Duty on Soap !. — — 59,170 9 
Stamp Duties on Paper ——— —— 7,349 o 
Claſs ditto, 171 2. | 
Additional Duty on Hides ———— 30,182 4 29 


. 


79,758 16 10 


35 67,019.10 d 


Daty on Wire and Starch 5,450 18 7 the 
Policies of Inſurance __. —— 1,680 10 5 5 58 17% 
A Moiety of the Duty of 2 8. per lb. aa. +5 


on Coffee —— 11,820 16 10 
Ditto 4 5. per Ib. on Tea — 25,565 9 ©} 
Hereditary Exciſe, payable out of 3700l. per Week 
Bankers Annuities — 19.927 7 


OO m—_— ——³— ͤ, —— 


— — 


| 325,106 30 
To the Complement for compleating the general Fund 
of 724.849 l. 6s. 10d. per Ann. for the half Year ended at 
Lady Day, 1735, to be made good by Parliament. — 37,318 9 


362,424 13 | 
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The Produce at the-Rxehequer of the Duties dad Revenues, which by an 
AR of 3 Geo. I. pag. et- ger making $90d a gens. 
ral Yearly Fund of 724, 9491-64. 1047 with the Deficievey thereof, and » > 
which Overplus ariſeth over and above all the Moneys, which then; of, 3 
before beczme due and payuble, ace 28 122 AQs, out of ' 
the ſaid Duties, Revenues, or General Fund, 4 00 005 205 on 
Mr G53 Iv E243 14 fo MEI YT 293%. SHER * > 3 
-CREDITOR 5 1 = „ 
By Payments charged on the General Funds by Ad . © *- > 
Parliament; via. mY BS ; ARE Sea * 2 4 

By the South Sea Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 40. 2 Y A AM +4 


* 


per Cent, on the principal Sum of 7,423, 108“. 4s. 10d. 
to which the Sum of $8,329,291), 25. 1d. ſubſcribed in- nA 5 = 
to their Capital, is reduced, by abating from the ame 
go6,1821. 76. zd. for # proportional Part of the Sum of * © oY 
4,500,000]. repaid ro the ſaid Company, for redeeming 125 * 4 7 | 1 
ſo much of their whole Capital, and the Annuities a Z 01 26 16h 
iog the ſame, being the Remainder of 9,534;3571. 13s, © © © a. 
11d. to which the * of certain Orders in te 
four Lotteries, 1711 and 171 2, and the Debt due to certain 1 
Bankers and others, were entitled for the half Year ende! 
Lady Day, 1735. — 148,462 "56 1 
By ditto Company, to diſcharge Annuities .at '4l. per 02 
Cent, on the principal Sum of 667,1171. ' 18. 7d. to | 
which the Sum of 748,555 1. 198. -5 d. ſubſcribed into Nl 
their Capital, is reduced, by abating from the ſame 81,43]l. 
173, 10d. for a proportionable Part of the Sumof | © «© © 
4,500,000]. repaid to the ſaid Company for redeeming fo ' + (© + 
much of their whole Capital, and the Annuities attending 


6 10 


0 0 


9 1 
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— — 6 10 N 
By ditto Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 4]. r | 2 


- 


W which the Sum of 1,210,792]. 135..8d. ſubſcribed. into , 


” | 
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| CARDITOR. —_ = 
þ which che Sam of 107, 802 . 17 8. 4d. fob s ine 2» 9 
their Capital is — by abating = \ 
11,728). 75. 6d. for a, poniitea! art ny fey | 


| 4-500,0001. repaid to for redeem) "iq 
RV Þ mach of their are cuil and 2 — — 8 
© | Ing the fame, being the Remainder of 1 10, 31 l. 75. — . 
to which the Proprietors of certain Tallies of Sol. were 
entitled, that were ſtruck for the Service of the Navy, and 12.75 
the vifualling thereof, for the half Year ended at Lady 4 
Day, 1735. — — — 1.9219 
By ditto Company, and the Governor and Company of 
the Bank of England claiming under them, for py be dal 
Year ended at Lady Day, 1735, on 42671. 45. 8d. per 
Ann. being ſuch Part of 10,5161. 18. 7d. per Ann. "he 
moe of 12,0001. per Ann, allowed 8 ſor Charge of 
Management on Subſcription by the Act of 6 Geo. I. as is 
chargeable on this Fund. ——— — 2,133 12 | 
By the Sufferers of Nevis and St. Chriſtopbers for An- | 
nuities at the Rate of 3]. per Cent. and upon the principal 
Sum of 37,8211. 5s. 1d. Reſidue of 141,093]. 155. id. 
contained in Orders of Debentures made forth by the 
Commiſſioners for Affairs of Trade and Plantations for | 
the half Year ended at Lady Day, 1/735. — S$67-:61 


———— — 


188,008 4 
Ballance is the Overplus, which at or before Lady Day, 
1735 did ariſe by the ſaid General Fund in this half Year, 

(when the Sum of 37,3181. gs. 8d. per contra ſhall be By 
made good by Parliament) over and above ſufficient to ſa- or tou 
ti:fy all Annuities and other Sums due or payable out of Vice 0 

the ſame, which Exceſs or Surplus is carried to the Sink - page: 
ing Fuſ dk ⁊ĩꝝ:Zöͤũũ 174-416 3 


302,424 13 f 
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To fergie: Money ariſen in the half Year 
ended A Lady Day, 1737. Vi 


' Gs © 2 | 

Surplus of the Aggregate Fund, as per | 

Account — — — 158.980 12 7 

Surplus ol »he South-Sen Company's 

Fund, as per Account | 
Surplus of the General Fund, when 

the Sum of 37, ou gs. 8d. deing the 

Complement to 362, 4. 138. 5d. 

ſhall be made good, as per Account 174,416 8 7 


20,879 8 6 


— 4 9 5 
391,834 — 
The Exchequer to the Sinking Fund, per Contra. 
CREDITOR. 
£ a4 


By Caſh taken in full of the Sum of 1,200,000 1. for 
dr towards the Supply granted to his Majeſty for the Ser- 
vice of the Year 1734, purſuant to the Act of 7 Geo, II. 
— — 118.799 13 11 


Page 204. —— — — 


By tm at ul Day, * + 
5 

te Fund —— 134,716 1111 
Surplus of the Sea Company” e | 

BODE —— — — 4,073 18 10 
Surplus of the General Fund, w kh#he 
Sum of 37,3181, os. 8d. three Farthings, 
the Deficiency thereof in this half Year, 

ſhall be made good by Parliament. T—"" 643 19 3 | | 
—— 273,934 10 3 


* — 
& * 


391-334 982 


This being the Five and Twentieth half yearly Account made up, pur- 
ſuant to the Act of 9 Geo. I. page 367, is humbly preſented the 3 iſt 


Day of January, 1734, by me 7.8. 
X The 


Surplus of the A 
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The Excefs or Surpluſs of the ſeveral Duties, Revenues; and Incomes 
_ monly called the Aggregate Fund, eſtabliſhed by ſeveral Acts of Parj 
ment of the 3d, 5th, and 6th Years of his late Majeſty's Reign, for 
ſwering the Payments therein expreſſed, viz. ; 


The Money ariſen at the Exchequer within the Half Year ended at 
ehaelmas 1735, on the particular Branches herein enumerated, viz. 


| „ DERSTOE f #4 
| Houſe Money, firſt granted 7 Will. III. —— —— 49,276.01 
Two 3ds Tonnage and Pondage — — — 00,250 17 
Arrears of the Duties on Coffee, Tea, and Chocolate, 
before the 24th of June, 1724; and the Duties on Nut- 
megs, Cinnamon, Cloves, Mace, Pictures and Muſlins— 815 3 
Arrears of the Increaſed Duties on Coffee, Tea, and Cho- _ 
colate, before the 24th of June, 1724, and the Duties on | 
Nutmegs, Cinnamon, Cloves, Mace, and Pictures 10,454 18 
A Moiety of the Inland Duty of 28. per Ib. on Coffee, | 
* fince 24th June, 1724. | — I 0 
Ditto of 4s. per Ib. on Tea, ſince ditto — 35,471 18 1 
The Inlard Duty of 18. 6d. per Ib. on Chocolate, fince 
ditto, — — wc — — — — 4,519 51 
Further Rates on White Calicees, China Wares and Drugs 1,582 © | 
Half Subſidy of Tonnage and Poundage — $58,018 10 
Surplus of the other Moiety above 80,5001. per Ann. : 
for Annuities — 
Additional Duties on French Wines and Merchandizes 11,328 7 
Plantation Duties — 2240 19 
Duties on Hops — _ 35.412 10 
De ties on Brandy — — — 11,870 24 
Surplus af the gd. Exciſe, granted for 99 Years. — 33, 261 16 
Ditto of the two 7ths gd. Exciſe — 11,408 14 1 
Ditto of the five 7ths d. Exciſe — — 18,091 10 | 
Ditto of the 379o0l. per Week Exciſe — —— 20,707 17 | 
Ditto of the Reverues in Annuity Act, 4th, 5th, and 
6th Anræ — — — — — 127.386 15 
Ditto of the Fund for the Lottery, 1710 32,296 17 f 
: Public Montes brought into the Exchequer after Mi- 
F chaelmas, 1715, appropriated by aa Act of 1 Geo. I. 
4 page zot, viz. 
1 Duty on foreign Sai'-Cloth 262 12 10 
{ Arrears of the ioth 25. Aid, Anno 1726,& 1854 18 10 
b Ditto of the : oth 5s. Aid, Anno 1728.— 141 4 10 
i Ditto ef the 11th 36. Aid, Anno 1729,— 1058 18 rt, 
; Ditto of the 12th 2s. Aid, Anno 1731,— 6544 11 8 
| Dito of the 1ſt 18. Aid, Anno 1732,.— 9599 5 7 
— . 
568,075 of 
5072 4 
$9007 11 


9 


— — — — —— 12,716 19 | 
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The Exceſs or Surplus of the ſeveral Juties, Revenues; and Tncothes, ce. 
monly called the Aggregate Fund, eflabliſhed by ſeveral Acts of Patliax -1 
went of te 3d, zur and 6th Years of bs lace Majeſty's Reign; r ue 
ſwering the Payments therein expreſſed, vis. 1 


„entre : 
By Payment charged on the Aggregate Fund; by Ads of _ | 
| arliament, viz, | | n 
By the Bank of England, on their Annuity of 60,0001. | 85 4 
(being the Remainder of 80,000 I. per Aan. for eancelling „ 
two Millions of Exchequer Bills) for the half Year ended 7 + ; 
at Michaelmas 1735, purſuant to the Act of 11 Geo. I. «4... +. 
page 213. and 2, Geo. II. page 81. — —— 0,000 6 & "3 
By the South-Sea Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 1 
per Cent. on the Principal Sum of 393,645 l. 8 8. to 
which the Sum of 441 ,7000l. ſubſeribẽd into their Capital 
is reduced, by abating from the ſame 48,05 fl. 128. for a 
proportional Part of 4,500,000 |. repaid to the ſaid 
Company for redeeming ſo much of their Capital, and the 
Annuities attending the fame, being the Remainder of 
300,0c01. coutributed on the firſt Lottery, 1719, for the 
hz1f Year ended at Michaelmas 1735. 
Towards the Expence of his Majeſty's Civil Govern- 
ment for the half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735, by the 
Act of 1 Geo. II. page 8. 
By the South-Sea Company, to diſcharge Anpuities at 
4 per Cent. on the principal Sum of 751,9111. 16s. iC +» 
to which the Sum of $43,7021. 15. Sd. ſubſeribed into . 
their Capital, is reduced, by abating from the ſame 91,7901. 
55. 7d. for a proportional Part of 4,500,000]. repaid to 
the ſaid Company, for. redeeming ſo much of their whole 
Cipitz], and the Annuities attending the fame, being the | 7 
Remairder of 1,079, oool. contributed for Annuities a 98 
anro 1715, for the half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735. 15,038 4 
By the Officers of the Exchequer-Bill Office, on their i 
$alzries, for the half Year ended at Michaelmas 1535 — 325 © 2. 
By the Uther of the Exchequer for Neceflaries _.... 30 15 
Ey the Sheriffs of England and Wales, on 4000 l. per 
Anrum, d the AR 3 Geo. I. for the Year ended Mi- | 
chaelmas 1735. — | ati. WS 0 Ss 
2; the South-Sea Company, anf the Governor and Com- 
p?ry of the Bank of England; claiming under them for 
tle half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735, on 5271. 115, gd. 
per Ann. being ſuch Part of 10,5161. 18. 7d. per Ann. 
Reſidue of 12,000). per Ann. allowed them for Charges 
of Management on Subſcriptions by the Act of 6 Geo. I, 
43 13 chargcable on this Fund. — 263 15 16 
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75,872 18 1 


60,006 © @ - 
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117.530 14 4 
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o Brought over 568,072/ þ | 
.. Tothe of rel | ; 
_.To d. per Barrel Exciſe, and the addjitio- <7 


\ 7 
* 


nal Duty on Pepper and Al. ariſen Lady Day, 1734, and - A 
reſting at Michaelmas 1725. over and above ſufficient to 33 — 
ſatisfy the Annoities of 81,009]. per Annum, granted MW ah 


— — 27,263 12 


Anno 1710, computed to that Time. 


595.338 3101 
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The Exceſs or Surplus of ſuch Duties or Revenues {Part of the South lat 
Fund) as were eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament of the 3d and 5th Yet __ 
of his late Majeſty's Reign, for anſwering Payments to the South-a 
1 Company and others, which Exceſs or Surplus is here ſtated at Ms he 
4 nnn * Fun 
1 DEBTOR. 3 4 


For Impoſt on Wines and Vinegart — — — 112,952 9 | 
Impoſt on Tobacco —:!wo — — — 27,930 8 
Impoſt on Eaſt- India Goods —. — . 41,329 19 

Additional Impoſitions — ſ—— 24.164 7 
Additional Whale Fins — — 2.6737 
Duty on Candies ſince 1ſt of May, 1717 — — 32,850 141 
Apprentices Duty ſince ditto — — 3.554 5 ö 


— K—— 


245,456 38 


To ſo much of the Sum of 72371. 18s. 3d. Halfpenny, 
being a Medium of the Annual Incomegof the Duty on 
rough and undreſſed Flax, taken off by the AR of the 
4 Geo. II. as would have been applied to this Fund, had 
not theſe Duties been repealed, and is therefore made good 
to the ſame, out of the Sum of 42231. 108. 11d. charged 
on the Aggregate Fund, as per preceding Account. 2097 15 735. 
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CREDITOR NS. ( 


& ws oF | over 119,530 % 4 
United Company of Merchants of „ 
the Raſt-· Indies, on their reduced Amnuity t e 
. payable to them from Michaelmas, 1730, be. 
alter the Rate of Al. per Cent. per Ann. on the ſaid OR ; 
ompany's Capital of 3,200,000). forthe half Vear ended 5 "4. 
« Michaelmas 1735, purſuant to the Act of 3 Geo, II. | FS, 
By ſo much of the Sum of 72471. 188. 3d. being 4 
ledium of the Annual Income of the Duty on rough and | 
adrefſed Flax, taken off by the AR 4 Geo. II. as was 4 
xade good to the ſeveral public Creditors at Midſummer 1 
735, (the remaining Sum ot 301 fl. 75. 4d. being appli- 7 
able to the Funds compoſing this Aggregate Fund, before * 
\e Duties on rough and undreſs d Flax were repealed, is 3 
herefore not charged thereupon.) — 4223 ie 1 
By the Exceſs or Surplus, which ator before Michaelmas - 
735, did ariſe by the Duties, compoſing the —j— _ 
und per contra, (over and above all the Moneys then due, 1 
r payable to diſcharge the ſeveral Annuities and other Al- 
wances and Payments directed by Acts of Parliament to 
ſatisfied out of the fame) which Exceſs or Surplus is LF 
arried to the Sinking Fund. —— — 409.581 1 4 


| 595-335 16 8 
he Exceſs or Surplus of ſuch Duties or Revenues, (Part of the Sbuth Sem 
Fund) as were eſtabliſned by Act of Parliament of the zu and 5th Years | 
of his late Majeſty's Reign, for anſwering Payments to the South Sen | 
Company and others, which Exceſs or Surplus is here ſtated at Mi- 
chaelmas 1735, viz. oY ON 
SRE DIT. 4 
By the South Sea Company to diſcharge Annuities at 
per Cent. on the principal Sum of 8,912,053]. 8s. 8d. 


_ 5 
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J alfpenny, to which their original Capital of 10, oo0, oool. | x. 
1 reduced, by abating from the ſame 1,087,946L 118. 3d. — 
«penny, for a proportional Part of 4,500,000). re- 
eas the ſaid Company, for redeeming fo much of their 


— 
'S 


'tole Capital, and the Annuities attending the ſame, and | 

 irom the half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735. -— 178,241 1 4 

By ditto Company on 7,1 291. 1 25; 11d. per Ann. for | 
barges of Management, to which their Allowance of 

000l. per Ann. was reduced, on Re- payment to the ſaid 

-ompany of 4,500,000]. as aforeſaid, and is for the balf 

ear ended at Michaelmas 1735. — — 3.564 16 5 
By the Exceſs or Surplus, which at or before Michaelmas | 

733» did ariſe by the Rates, Duties, Impoſitions and 

"Venues per contra, over and above ſufirient to ſatisfy all 

ments chargeable thereupon, which Exceſs or Surplus 

carried to the Sinking Fund, o—— - — 65,4 1 9 
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= Te E as WIPES T 
"= of 3 Geo. I. + open grein een. 
* general e Fund of 724, 849 l. 65. 1d. with the | 
= and the O us of the ſame eral Fund flated ac Michaelmas 175 | 
which Over us ariſeth oyer and above all the Monies which then a 
beſore became due or payable 22 to 3 Acts, out of 1 b 
*y _ faid Duties, Revenues, or General 
1 the balf Year ended ot 1 By 
1735. . 
5 a 
5 . | 
> DEBT OR. 1 I per 
10 J. Lottery, 1711 | & oh 41 to \ 
| y on Goods exported ——— 15,499 12 3 to 
Two Shillings per Chaldron on Coals 45,102 4 8 93,469 4 got 
| Additional Duty on Candles __. 32,867 8 5 „ 
| Claſs ditto, 1711. | ſo n 
- + . Hackney Coaches "and Chairs 4.127 10 9 ing 
oda Duties 9.367 5 | 116 
, po |. per Week Lottery Money 18,900 o of” 9297 ib. 
on Hides and Skins —— 58,703 3 oy Bar 
10 |, Lottery, 1712. = 
Duty on Soa — cc — 72,715 10 1 

— 3 on Pape. —— 17 Ie $81,506 1 Cen: 
Claſs ditto, 1712. whic 
Additional Duty on Hides ———— 33,979 16 69 tae!! 
4 ty on Wire and Starch 6,156 8 3 58 1. 
1 Policies of Inſurance — 1,559 19 7 4.50 
1 A Maiety of the Duty of 28. per lb. ? 90,797 1 Mu 
41 on Coffee äñÿk —— 13,629 1 10 tre 
Ditto 48. per Ib. on Tea —— — 35,471 18 8 Vic 
Heregitary Exciſe, payable out of 3700l. per Week ti: ec 
Bankers Annuitie x . —uhͥ ꝛ1A 19,927 17.4 ar. 
376,798 91 5 
| * DeduRt to make good the Deficiency of this Fund in the . Cent 

Half Year ended at Lady Day, 17335. — 37,318 o 


— — — 


To the Comptement for compleating the general Fund 
of 724.8491. 6s. 10d. per Ann, for the half Year ended at 


3395479 19 


Lady Day, 1735, to de made good by Parliament, — 22,944 14 


— — — 


362, 424 13 } 


914393 


as [ww] i 
The Produce at the Exchequer of the Duties and Revenues, which by an 
Act of 3 Geo. I. pag. 303. were charged towards making good a gene- 
ral Yearly Fund of 724,849]: 6s. 10d. with the Deficiency thereof, and 
the Overp!us of the ſame General Fund, ſtated at Michaelmas, 173 95 
which Overplus ariſeth over and above all the Moneys, which then, or 
before, became due and payable, according to ſubſequent Ads, out of 
the ſaid Duties, Revenues, or General Fund. | SLES 
CREDITOR.. J. 4. d. 
By Payments charged on the General Funds by Adds of $63 
Parliament, viz. 
By the South Sea Company, to diſcharge Annuities at 41. 
per Cent, on the principal Sum of 7,423,1081. 45. 10d. 
to which the Sum of 8. 329, 291 l. 2s. 1d. ſubſcribed in- 
to their Capital, is reduced, by abating from the ſame 
906,182]. 75. 2d. for a proportional Part of the Sum of 
4,300,000. repaid to the ſaid Company, for redeeming 
{> mach of their whole Capital, and the Annuities attend- 
ing the ſatne, being the Remainder of 9,534,3571. 138. 292 
11d. to which the Proprietors ot certain Orders in the 
four Lotteries, 1711 and 1712, and the Debt due to certain 
Bankers and Otaers, were entitled for the half Year ended 
Michaeimas 1735. ——— — — —4 18,462 3 6 
By ditto Company, to diſcaarge Annuities at 4]. per 
Cent. on the principal Sum of 667,1171. 1s. 7d. to 
which mne Sum of 748.555 l. 198. 5d. ſubſcribed into 
tzeir Cap tal, is reduced. by abating from the ſame 81,4301. 
1-+, 19d, for a proportionable Part of the Sum of 
1,325,229]. repaid to the ſais Company for redeeming ſo 
mc cf tl cr whole Capital, and the Annuities attending 
tre ſame, bir g the Remainder of 947,514). 75. Sd. to 
w Hica GC Proprietors of certiin Tallies of Sol. were in- 
tied, ther were ſtruck at the Exchequer to make good 
ancry Deficiencies, Arno 1716, for the half Yezr ended 
II3CRLE.MA: 17 yo SEL O—_ — — 
y dirꝛc "ik s.atg to diſcharge Annuities at 4). per 
nz. CT. the principal Sum of 1,079,0641.- 18s. 3d to 
n tes Sum ©! 1,20, 7921. 13s. 8d. ſubſcribed into 
Men 4,5 reovcee,by abating rom the fame 135,727). 
$55. 43.97 @ PIC ITtiO: £: Per of :ne Sum of 4,500,000). 
2%. tv the 1219 Company tor redeem ag io much of 
Weir age ep tat, and the Annuities attending the 
z:c, being the Remaincer of 1,603,987/. $5. 14. to 
* ct. Proprietors of certain Army Debentures 
ar to hoo the 21ſt of March, 1719, were entitled for 
far enced Michaelmas 1735. 
Company, to diſcharge Anovuities cf 4/. per 
. on the principal Sum of 96,074 J. gs. gd. to 
d tze Sem of 107, 802 J. 17 s. 4d. ſubſcribed into 
* Capital is reduced, by abating from the fame 3 
1.723!, 78. 6d. for a proportional Part of the Sum of 
| 5 450, t 2 


13,342 6 10 


1,581 $5 11 


: IE | 
4,500,0001, repaid to the ſaid Company for redeeming 
ſo much of their whole Capital, and the Annuities attend- 
ing the ſame, being the Remainder of 110,3121. 78. 4d. 
to which the Proprietors of certain Tallies of Sol. were 
entitled, that were ſtruck for the Service of the Navy, and 
the victualling thereof, for the half Lear ended at Mi- 
chaelmas, 1735. — — 1,9219 
By ditto Company, and the Governor and Company of 
the Bank of England claiming under them, for the half 
Year ended at Michaelmas 1735, on 42671. 45s. 8d. per 
Ann. being ſuch Part of 10,5161. 1s. 7d. per Anon. Re 
fidue of 12,0001. per Ann, allowed them for Charge of 
Management on Subſcription by the Act of 6 Geo. I. as is 
chargeable on this Eund. ———— — 2,3 1: | 

By the Sufferers of Nevis and St. Chriſtopher's, for An- 

nuities at the Rate of 31. per Cent. and upon the principal 
Sum of 37,8211. 5s. 1d. Reſidue of 141,093]. 158. id. 
contained in Orders of Debentures made forth by the 
Commiſſioners for Affairs of Trade and Plantations for 
the half Year ended at Michaelmas 1735. — $67 6 


Ballance is the Overplus, which at or before Michaelmas 
1735, did ariſe by the ſaid General Fund in this half Vear, 
(when the Sum of 22,9441. 148. per contra ſhall be 
made good by Parliament) over and above ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfy all Annuities and other Sums due or payable out of 
the ſame, which Exceſs or Surplus is carried to the Sink- 


ing Fund. — 174,416 Þ | 
. 62,424 13 

The Exchequer to the Sinking Fund, EC: 
DEBTOR. & + 


To Surplus Money unapplied at Lady Day, 17 34, as 
per Account for the half Vear then ended — 273,034 10! 


To Surplus Money ariſen in the half Year 
ended at Michaelmas 1735, viz. 

Surplus of the Aggregate Fund, as per 

Account —— 409,581 11 4 
Surplus of the South-Sea Company's 

Fund, as per Account 
Surplus of the General Fund, when 

the Sum of 22,9441. 14s. being the 

Complement to 724,849]. 6s. 10d. 

ſhall be made good, as per Account 174,416 8 7 


65,748 HE 


__— 


922,780 11 1 


The Exchequer to the Sinking Fund, per Contra. 


CRE DIT OR. | &: K 
By Caſh, paid for Intereſt on the Milion lent on the 

Credit of the Salt Duties, for the Supplies of the Year 1734, 

purſuant to the Act 7 Geo. II. page 104 and 105, which 

Sum is to be replaced to the Sinking Fund, out of the firſt 

Aids to be granted in Parliament, as per Clauſe in the ſaid 

Act, 7 Geo. II. page 105, in that Behalf — 24.570 2 7 
By Caſh, taken in Part of the Sum of 1, ooo, oool. for 
or towards the Supply granted to his Majeſty for the Service 
of the Year 1735, purſuant to the Act 8 Geo. II. page 

i91, and 192, in that Behalf — 875.265 15 4 
| 899,835 17 11 
By Remains at Michaelmas 1735, being the Deficiency 

of the General Fund, Anno 1735, to be made good by 

Parliament, — — — 22,94 14 0 


922,780 11 11 


This being the 26th Half. yearly Account made up, purſuant to the Act 
of 9 Geo. I. page 367, is humbly preſented the 31 Day of January, 


7.8. On 


1734, by me, 


| vii ]. = 
On Monday the 2d of February, (ee page 131) it was ordered that th 
proper Officer ſhould lay before the Houſe, an Account of all the puble 
Debts, at the Receipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer, due or ſtanding out 
Chriiimas, 1735, with the annual Intereſt or Sum; paid for the lame; th 
- faid Account was accordingly preſented on the 16th of the ſame Mond 
ard ordered to lie on the Table, to be peruſed by the Members ofty 
Houſe, and was as follows : 


An Account of all the public Debts at the Receipt of his Majeſty's Exch, 
quer, due or flanding out at Chrillmas, 1735, with the annual Intent 
or Sums paid for the fame. | 


Annual Inter 
Principal, or Sums paid, 
Exchequer. . E 


Annuities for long Terms, being) 

the Remainder of the original | 

Sum contributed and unſubſcri- * 

bed to the South- Sea Company, © ? 305 

aſter deducting what has fallen 

in by Deaths, w_ 
Annuities for Lives with Benefit | 

of Survivorſhip, being the ori- 108,100 0 0 7,567 04 

ginal Sum eontributed, —— 
Annuities payable upon two and 

three Lives, being the Sam re- 

maining after deducting what 

has fallen by Deaths, —— 
Annuities at 9 per Cent. per Ann, | 

being the Remainder of the“ 

4 Sum unſubſcribed to A 

the South-Sea Company, — ? 
Ditto on Lottery 1710, being / N | 

the ——— Le. n+ attains” N 
Annuities on the Plate Act, 62 

Geo. prim. Reg, —— — 85 
Annuities on the Nevis and St. 

Chriſtopher's Debentures, at 3 37.821 8 1 1,134 12 

per Cent., per Ann. | 
Exchequer Bills on the Victual- . 

ing Act, Anno 1726, at 3 per& 481, 4000 © © 14,442 3 

Cent. per Ann. | 
Ditto made out for the Intereſt 

on old Bills exchanged, —-- 
Anauitie- at 31, 10s. per Cent. 

per Ann. for the Year 173 ns 6 
Duties on Salt continued An. 1734, 2 0 

at 41. per Cent. per Ann, —— 999,000 © © 


275 17 10 131,255 ice n 


J 


127,899 8 © 14,997 8 


14492 1j 


212,000 © © 12,480 0 


— — 


2,200 0 0 


% . * 2 


I axe 

itto Anno 1735, for oo, oool. ö 
2 per Gent. per Ann. but 
no Part of this Sum has been 
borrowed during the Time of 
this Account. 
Nite, The Land Taxes and 
Duties on Malt being annual 
Grants, are not charged in this 
Account. 
Nor the 1,- 00,000, |. charged 
on the DeduQtions of 6d. per 
Pound. | 
Eaſt-India Company. 
By twoAQs of Parliamentg W. III. g 
and two other Acts 6 and 10 | 
Annæ, but the Annuity grant- | | 
ed by the ſaid Acts was by an {517222000 © © 128,000 © © 
Act 3 G. II, reduced from 51. 
to 4]. per Cent. per Ann. 4 

Bank of England, 
On their original Fund at 61. R 
per Cent. — Ann. £000,000 © o 96,000 o o 
0 0 For cancelling Exchequer Bills, 
3 Geo. I. at 4 per Cent. per 1,500,000 © 
Ann. hw. Gd 
h : £8 | 

1— de — wa _— 4,000,000 © © 160,000 © o 
Annuities charged on the Duties 
on Coals ſince Lady Day 1719, $1,750,000 o o 
at 4], per Cent. per Ann, —— 


Ditto charged on the Surplus of 
8 1,250,000 


© II 


o 60,000 o o 


20,000 O Oo 


the Fund for Lottery 1714, 0 © 50,000 o o 
at 4]. per Cent. per Ann. — 


Ditto for the Lottery 1731, at 
31. per Cent. per Ann. — 800,000 o o 


on ferrable at the Bank. . 


| | | . 3 
12 To them more for Charges of Management of their : N 6 
original Debt © 4000 o © per Ann 
For a proportionable Charge of Management of 
4,000,000l. purchaſed of the South-Sea Company. - 1898 3 5 per Ann, 


: 898 
South-Sea Company. 1 
On their Capital Stock and An 
nuities, by Act g Geo. 1 


29, 302, 20 6 1,172,088 
4]. per Cent, per Ann, — A N 8 


— 


51,538,298 3 2 2,018,694 4 4 


To chem more for Charges of Management — 16,992 19 10 ver Aen. 


— 


TI: 3 1 XXX ] , | 5 
The ſame Day the Houſe, according to Order, refdlvy 
itſelf into a Committee, to confider of Ways and Mean 
raiſe the Supply granted to his Majeſty, and reſolved, Tiy 
towards raiſing the ſaid Supply, the Duties on Malt, Mun 
Cyder and Perry, which by an Act of Parliament of the $4 
Year of hig Majeſty's Reign, bad Continuance to the 244 
Day of June, 1736, ſhould be further continued and 
upon all Maſt, which ſhould. be made, and all Mum whig 
ſhould be made or imported, and all Cyder and Perry whit 
ſhou!d be made for Sale, within the Kingdom of Great In 
tain, from the 23d of June, 1736, to.the 24th of Jane, 17% 
which Reſolution was next Day agreed to by the Hon 
and a Bill orGered to be brought in, which was according 
afterwards brought in and paſſed as uſual. | 
The 45h of Feb. the Houſe, according to Order, reſolveditl 
again into a Committee, to conſider of the Supply granted q 
his Majeſty, and reſolved, That a Sum not exceeding 79.760 
35. and gd. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty for the Charg 
of the Office ©: Vrdnance for Land Service for the Year 171, 
and that a Sum not exceeding 4590l. 138. and 8d. ſhould 
granted to his Majeſty, for detraying the extraordinary E 
pence of the Office of Ordnance for Land Service, not pron 
ed for by Parliament. 
On the 6th, the Houſe reſolved, That an humble Addr 
ſhouid be preſented to bis Majeſty, that he would be grid 
ouſly pleaſed to give Directions to the proper Officer or O 
cers to lay before the Houſe the following Account, whid 
was accordingly laid before the Houſe on the 25th of ti 
ſame Month, and was as follows : 


An Account of what Duties or Impoſitions are now payabl 
by any AR or Acts of Aſſembly, in any of the Britiſh Pla 
tations in America, on the Importation and Exportata 
of Negroes, Wines, and other kind of Liquors, or on 
Goods, Wares, or Merchandize, and Shipping, diſs 
guiſhiag each Duty or Impoſition, and each Colony u 
Plantation. 


BARBADOESES. | 

By an Act paſſed in 1663, an Impoſt of 44 per Cent. 
laid on all dead Commodiiies of the Growth of this Ian 
ſhipped off the ſame, payable in Specie for ever. 
By an Act paſſed in 1697, a Duty of one Pound of C 
2 per Ton, is laid on all Ships entering there. ke 

etual. 

By an Act paſſed in 1705, a Duty of 58. a Head is l 
upon every Negro or other Slave imported. ; 


| [ N | 4 / ; 
An AR paſſed in 1715, lays a Tax of 20]. upon every 
orſe or Als exported. k . 

By an AR paſſed 4715, the — — are impoſed 
\n Goods imported, that are not of the Growth of the Britiſh 
olonies. On every Owt. of Muſcovado Sugar, 1 28. 6d. 
we. of imported Sugar, 11. -5s. Gallon of Molaſtes, 18. 6d. 
allon of Rum, 25. Pound of Cotton, 6d. Pound of Alloes, 
„ 6d. Cwt. of ſcraped Ginger, 11. Cwt. of ſcalded ditto, 


0s. 
It appears by an Account received from Mr. Dottin, Pre- 
ent of the Council, and Commander in Chief of this I 
und, that in 1735, there was, by vertue of an Act of the L- 
Land, the following Duties paid upon the Importation of Li- 
wuors not of the Growth of Europe, imported in Britiſh Ship- 
ding. On every Pipe of Wine 41. 10s. Ton of Mum 21. 1558. 
Ton of Beer, Ale, Cyder, or Perry, 11. 5s. Gallon of Brandy 
r other Spirits 18. Twelve Quart Bottles of any Wine 28. 
Df Beer, Ale, Cyder or perry 1s. Of Mum 1s. gd. 

But the Act for this Purpoſe has not been tranſmitted to 
he Plantation Office. 


St. CHRISTOPHERS. 
By an Act paſſed in 1727, an Impoſt of 44 per Cent. is 
aid upon all Commodities of the Growth of the Ifland, 
hipped off the ſame, and payable in Specie for ever. 

By an Act paſſed in 1732, every Ship entering there, ſhall 
ay haf a Pound of Gun-powder, and one Shilling current 
loney per Ton, 

And a Fuzil or 308. current Money for every 100 Tons, 
nd 4d, current Money for every Ton under or over every 
undred Tons, beſides the Powder Duty. 


ö 


yabt By an Act paſſed in 1722, and by another Act paſſed in 
Pla BH 7 32, the following Impoſts on Liquor: are collected. Cur- 
2ta ot Money | 

X On every Pipe of Madeira Wine imported, 21. Every Pipe 


{ the Weſtern Iſl-nds, or mixt with it, 3l. Every Ton of 
rench, Rheniſh, or Spaniſh, 5. Every Ton of Beer, 21. Eve- 

Dozen Bottles of Wine, is 6d. Every Gallon of Rum, 
„ 64, Of Brandy, 18. Of Mum, 6d. Beer, Ale and Cyder, 
very 12 Bottles, 15. 6d. 


ANTIGUA. 
By an Act paſſed in 1668, an Impoſt of 4d. halfpenny per 
ent. is laid in Specie on Commodities of the Growth of 
he Iſland exported. Perpetual. 
By an Act paſſed in 1676, every Veſſel entering there, is 
d pay one Pound of Gun-powder per Ton. 1 
Mo 


* 


FTT 5 
mn ig ng . 
importec. Ron ' 194d r 
Madeira Wines per Pipe 21. Of the Weſtern Tſands, oi th 
mixt therewith, per Pipe 41. French, Rheniſh, or Spauil By 
per Ton 81. And if bottled, per Dozen 2s. Beer, Ale, orte 
Cyder per Ton 21. if bottled, per Dozen 1s. Every G eccr, 
of Mum 44d, of Brandy 28. 6d. of Rum 2s. Half the Du 
to be drawn back on Re- exportation. | 
Buy an Act paſſed in 1721, Goods of the Produce of ty By 
French Iſlands imported to Antigua, pay as follows. Th 

Every Pound of refined Sugar 9d. Cwt. of ſtrained fp. 
Muſcovado Sugar 5s. Pound of Lump or Powder'd Sugar r A 
half-penny, Molaſſes per Gallon 6d. Cotton per Pound Pe 
Ginger per Cwt. 58. . pirit 

By an AR paſſed in 1726-7, an additional Duty af oh! \! 
per Pipe is laid on all Madeira Wine. lulc 

d. 
| NEMF TIS. 0a it 

By an Act paſſed in 1675, an Impoſt of 4d. half-penny HG. 1 
Cent. is laid. in Specie on all the Commodities of the Grow All 
of the Iſland exported. * Perpetual. | ard 

By an Act paſſed in 1699, a Duty of one Pound of Pin r T 
Powder per Ton is laid on every Veſſel entering and flayiy All 
48 Hours. And one Fozil for every 100 Tons. Car 

By another Act paſſed in 1699, a Duty or Impoſt is h By 
on every Gallon of Rum imported 2s. Gallon of Molafa lai 
im ported 4d. ä aler 

By an Act paſſed in 1717, the following Commodities 
the Produce of the French Iſlands, imported into Nevis « By 
re-ſhipped or removed from one Ship to another ia the He 
bours there, ſhall pay, Eve 

Every Cwt, of White Sugar 10s. Cwt. of Brown dime 

Every Gallon of Rum 65. Gallon of Molaſſes 1s. ont] 

By an Act paſſed in 1-25, an Impolt is laid on every end 
of Madeira Wine imported 21. Of the Weſtern lands, Und 
mixt therewith 45. On every Ton of French, Rheniſh, Sr All 
niſh, Italian, and Canary 81. If bottled, per Dozen me 
Every Ton of Beer, Ale. and Cyder in Caſk 28. If battle Ke 0 
per Dozen Quarts 1s. Ton of Rum 3s. | $, 6d 

This Act was to expire in 1728, but is ſuppoſed to bat 
been finc- continued udieyuent Acts, becauſe it appeal On 
by the Treaiurer's Account in 1735, that tuch Duties wa Erk, 
then collected; but the Ad for cou:1nuing the ſame has . 
been tranimitted to tic of Trade, 

MONTSERR AT.- By 
as te 


By an Act paſſed in 1668, an Impoſt of 4d, half pen 


1 SS,. 


[xt 


+ Cent. is laid in Specie on the Commodities of the Growth 
f this Iſland exported. . Perpetual, 

By an Act paſſed in 1734, upon every Pipe of Wine im- 
arted, 25. Every Ton of Beer, 2s. Every twelve Bottles of 
deer, 18. Barrel of Cyder, 28. 6d. 


JAMAICA. 

By an AQ paſſed in 1728. Perpetual. 
The following Duties or Impoſts are laid on every Ton 
f Spaniſh, or Madeira Wine, 61. Ton of the Weſtern Iſlands 
Azores, or mixt therewith, 32]. Ton of French, Rheniſh, 
: Portugal, 5l. Every Gallon of Brandy, Arrack or other 
pirits, 1s. 6d. Every Ton of Bier, Ale, or Cyder, 21; Ton 
Mum or Metheglin, 3l. Cwt. of Ginger, 15s. Cwt. of 
lulccvado, or Panneel Sugar, 3s. Pound of refined Sugar, 
J. Of Tobacco, 4d. Of Indico, zd. Cotton 3d. Cwt. Of Co- 
0a i Veſlels belonging to the Iſland, 158. Ja any other Veſ- 
„ II. | 3%. | 
All Veſſels entering inwards from any Place to the North- 
ard of the Tropic of Cancer, one Pound of Gun- powder 
r Ton each Voyage. 
All Veſſels trading only to the Southward of the Tropic 
Cancer, one Pound of Gun-powder per Ton per Annum. 
By temporary Acts paſled in 1734, and 1735, an Impoſt 
laid on every Slave imported, of 1]. payabic to the Pur- 
aler. | 

144144 8 1 
By an Act paſſed in 1734, the following Duties are col- 
Qed, f 
Every Negro imported directly from Africa, 6s. If im- 
ted from any Colony in America, having reſided there fix 
lonths and upwards, 3I. If not reſded there ſix Months, 
en but bs Every Pipe of Wine of the Madeira or Weſlein 
lands, 1, 4d. Beer, and Cyder, per Barrel, 15. 6d. 
All Ships and Veilels not built in thoſe Iflands, that hull 
tire there, or depart from thence, and ſhall put on Shore, or 


7 board Goods which ſhall pay per Ton each Voyage 
3. 6d, | ” 


x 


5 
— 


Duties on Goods ex ported. 
On every Buſhel of Salt, id. Every Foot of one Ioch 
Erk, 1. 6d, All Plank thicker or thinner to pay in Proper: 
on, Every 100 Feet of Timber, 6s. 'Forivile, 9d. | 


BERMUDA. 4 | 
By an AQ paſſed in 1690 or 1691, and, two additional 
a to it, paſſed in 1703 and 1773, every Veſſel belonging to 
Iſland under 40 Tons, ſhall pay each Voyage 28. if above 
þ 49 


BARE kn 


3 


ſhead of Rum or Spirits, not exceeding 80 Gallons, I 1 

And all other Caſks in Proportion. For every Sort of Wig 
Cyder, Beer, Ale or Mum, imported by a Stranger, yy 
every Pipe of Wine, 3]. other Caſks or Bottles in Proporta 
Beer, Ale, Cyder and Mum, per Hogſhead, 6s. other Ch 
or Bottles in Proportion. 


N. B. The following Liſt of Duties is computed in Card 
Money, which is about 700 per Cent. worſe than Sterlug 


SOUTH-CAROLINA. 

By an AQ paſſed in 1722-3, and continued by another pf 
fed in 1731, the following Duties of Impoſt are raiſed: G 
every Pipe of Madeira Wine, 6/. Fyal Wine, 10/. On eny 
Gallon of Vinegar, 24. Rum, 4. Barrel of Beef, 105. 
Cyder from Northern Colonies, 107. Gallon of Molaſſes y 
of Lime Juice, 64. Quart Bottle of Brandy or Roſa Solis, & 
Gallon ditto, in Caſk, 2s. Cwt. of Brown Sugar, 2:. K 
White Sugar, 725 Pound of refined Sugar 34 Ct. of Com 
155. Pound of Chocolate, 15. every Cwt. of Tobacco. 
of Butter, 10s. Cheeſe, 55. Candles, 10s. Tallow, RY 
Salt Fiſh, 55. Barrel of Herrings, Mackrel, or other pick 
Fiſh, 10s. Train Oil, 7s. 6d. Blubber, 5s. Pork, 1/. 18 
Cranberries, 10s, Cwt. of Beef, 10s. of brown Biſcuit, 1:.y 
of white ditto, 2s. 6d. middling Biſcuit, 27. half Barred 
Flour, 25s. 64. Cwt. of Hams and Bacon, 1/. Soap, 1/. 

On Timber, Plank, Boards, Staves, Shingles, or any a 
Lumber from other Plantations, 20/. per Cent. 

All other Wooden Ware, ;/. per Cent. 

On every 1000 of Bricks from other Plantations, 27. f 
Horſe and Mare under 15 Hands high, 10/. On all Neg 
Slaves directly from Africa or any other Place, except Spaud 
Negroes, if above 10 Years of Age, 10/. All Negroes u 
10 Years of Age. (Sucklings excepted) 5/. On all Id 
imported 5o/. Deer Skins, per Skin 64 On every Barr 
Pitch and Tar, 1/. Ct. of ſcraped Ginger, 105. of fcald 
Singer, 2s. 64. Kegg of pickled Sturgeon, 25. 6d. ofa 
Salmon, 25. 64. Pound of Preſerves, Sweetmeats and 
cads, 3d. of Sperma-ceti, 2. 6d. Gallon of ditto Oil, 2 f 
Cwt. of Bees- Wax, 7:. 64. Buſhel of Peas and Indian C 
of Michaelmas 1733, 1s. Pound of Indico, 1s. Barre'® 
Onions, 10s. of Apples or Pears, 27. 6d. Pound v 
Whalebone, 15. of Beaver, 64. Dozen of Otter, Fox, © 


Le] 
r Racoon Skins, 17. Cwt. of Piemento 5s, Ton of Log · 
00d, 10s. 972 

All European Goods one per Cent. on their prime Coſt 
-om Europe, rating the rence of Exchange at 400 per 
ent. in the Current Money of Carolina. 

Goods ſold or moved from one Ship to another in the Pro- 
ince, to pay the ſame Duties as if landed, and be entitled 
>the ame Drawbacks. | 
Duties to be paid on Goods exported. 

On every Pound of tann'd Leather, 24. Tann'd Calf 
deer Skin, 15. Raw Hide, 5. On every Indian · dreſt Deer- 
kin, a Pound and upwards, 6d. under a Pound, 3d. Raw 


Deer Skin, 64. 
Goods imported. 
On every Negro above 10 Years old from America, 50l. 


EX FE 


1 ader 10 Years old, 5. except new Negroes who had not 

r 56x Months on Shore in America. On every Spaniſh 

„gro. Indian, Muſtee or Mullatto, per Head, 1 5o/. 

* All Goods re- ex ported in 6 Months imported, ſhall be al- 

„rcd Drawback of three fourth Parts of the Duty paid on 
nportation. 

4. by an Act paſſed in 1734, the further additional Duties 


raiſed in the Nature of Port Duties for fortifying Charles 
own. 

On every Pipe of Madeira Wine, 4/. Gallon of Rum, 54. 
Molaſſes, 2d. Barrel of Plour, 25. 64. Cwt. of Muſcova- 
o Sugar, 23. 6d. Clayed Sugar, 55. 


GEORGI4. 
There has hitherto been no Act paſſed for laying Duties of 
:portation or Exportation in this Province. 


NORTH-CAROLIN M4. 
There are no Laws of this Province in the Plantation- 
mace, laying Duties of Importation or Exportation. 


VIRGINIA. 
By an Act paſſed in 1680, lays an Impoſt on all Tobacco 
ported, Perpetual. 
On every Hogſhead, 25. Sterling. 
The fame for every 500 lb. wt. exported, in Balk, and pro 
mionable for a greater or leſſer Quantity. 

ys alſo a Tonage Duty, 
Of 1 half Ib. of Gunpowder, and z Ib. of Shot per Ton, 
1 34. And 64. per Poll for every Perſon imported, ex- 
gt Mariners, 

as, 


"> 


By 


* 


- [ vi] 
By an AQ paſſed i in 1705, an Impoſt is laid on the follow 
ing Goods exported for the Uſe of the College ere 


that Co ony, VIZ, 
On every raw Hide exported, 3d. tanned ditto, 6d. tr 


Buck Skin, 14 halfpenny. undreſt ditto, 14. dreſt Doe Sky j 
12. halfpenny. Undreſt ditto 4 qr. Pound of Bever, 34. O ing 
Skin, 24. Wild Cat Skin, 14. half penny, Mink Skin, 1 ( 
Fox, 14. halfpenry. 12 Racoon Skins, 3d. 12 Muſk Ra, A eve; 
every Elk Skin. 3d. halfpenny. c 35 
An Act paſſed in 1726, lays a Duty on Liquors i 1mport 11. 
Part expired; but by that Part of it il! in Force, of : 
Every Gallon of Rum, Brandy, and other difti Iled 5 mac 
imported, and everyGa!lon of Wine, pays until theYear 17 { 
14. Sterling. obe 
By an Act piſſed in 1732, every Gallon of Rum, Bra | 
and other dithiled Spirits, and every Gallon of Wine, & Tot 
p:y 34. Sterling, except ſuch Liguors as are imporas 
realy from Great Britain. 
t 
MARYLAND. Les 
By an AQ paſted in 1704, a Duty of 2s. per Hogſhhexi the 
laid on all Tobacco exported, half to the Proprietor, at oy, 
hait to the Governor. ; ef! 
By an AQ paſſed in 1704, all Perſons not being Ii fro' 
tants in the Province, and exporting Beef, Pork, or Bam To. 
Mail pay, for dried Beef and Bacon, per Cwt. 15. undrd Ine 
Pork and Beef. per Barrel, 1s. 
By 2»n AQ patled in 1704. a Duty of zd. per Ton is bl of 
upon the Tonage of all Ships entering that Province, eum [ 
ſoch as, ba fle. were built in, or belong to the Peopet per 
that Province. cep 
By an AQ piſſed in 1715, a Duty i is laid on the follows 623 
Goods im ported, viz. £22 
On every Ga! Jon of Rum, Spirits, Wine and Brandy Air 
ported by Land, 94. by We 2ter, 34. every [riſh Servants 
ported, 15s. Negro, 15. Sterling. a Cat 
The Government cf this Province is in a Proprietor, re 
is not obliged by his Charter to tranſmit to the Crown © tel. 
Laws as are pailed there, ior Approbation cr Diſallowat, | 
but the Proprietor being a Roman Catholic in 1689, Mer 
Viiliam and Queen Mary took the Province under their 2 as 
tection, and ppointed 2 Governor, and Queen Anne dd 7c: 
ſame; ang during that Time the Laws of the Province 
tran{mitied for —— amongſt which the forego 
are f. und. 
PENSILYANI 4. 45 
ck; 


Is a Proprietary Government, and there are no =y 


this Province tranſmitted to the Plantation - Office, laying 
Duties of Importation or Exportation. 


| I » 
NEW JERSEY. | 

By an Act paſſ:d in 1725, a Duty is laid on the follow- 
ing Goods exported. 

On every Buſhel of Wheat or Wheat- Meal unbolted, 17. 
every -1000 Staves of 35 Inches long, or under, 155. it above 
35, and under 46 Inches long, 1/. above 45 and under 56; 
i]. 10s. 56 Inches long and upwards, 2/. looo of heading 
of any Sort, 1/, 10s. Bolt that Staves or Heading can be 
made of, gd. : 

by an AQ paſſed in 1730, lays a Duty on the Importation . 
of every Perſon convicted of Murder, Felony, &c. 5/. 

By an Act paſſed in 1733, a Duty of 40 Shillings per 
Ton is laid on all Copper exported to any other Plantation. 


NEW-YORK.- 

A Duty is laid on the Importation, on every Slave four 
Years od and upwards, directiy from Africa, 2/. from all o- 
ther Places, 4/. Pipe of Wine, 2/. 5s. Gallon of Rum, Bran- 
cy, or other diſtill'd Liquors or Shrub, 2d. halfpenny. Gallon 
ef Bum or Spirits diſtilled in the Province, wholly or in Part 
tm Molaſſes, 2d. haifpenny, 1007. Value of European or 
Ian Goods imported from the Britiſh Iſlands in the Weſt- 
Indies, 34. Cwt. of Cocoa, 45. 

an Act paſſed in 1732, a Duty is laid on every Piece 
of 2:rouds ſold at Oſwego, 10s. on every Gallon of Rum, 1s. 

By an AQ paſſed in 1734, a Duty of 3s. current Money 
per Ton, is laid on all Veſſels entering in, or clearing out, ex- 
cept Veſſels built in the Colony, or wholly owned by the In- 
toitants thereof, or the Inhabitants of Great Britain; and 
colligg Veſſels between Cape Henlopen and New Hamp- 
Aire incluſive, and Whaling Veſſels. 

By another Act paſſed in 1734, a Duty is laid on empty 
ales imported. On every empty Hogſhead, 15. 64. Light 
Tevice, 13. Barrel or ſmaller Caſk, 9d. Flour or Bread Bar- 
te. is Flour or Bread half. Barrel, 7d. halfpenny. 

By an Act paſſed in 1734, a Duty is laid on every Barrel 
ef Cyder imported, 1s. on every Barrel of Pork, 3s. on eve- 
bertel of Bee?, 2s, with an Exemption in Favour of Cyder, 
Perk, and Beef, from New York. 


M ASS ACHUSETS. 

Bran ARt paſſed in 1734, the following Duties were laid 
en Goods and Merchandizes imported, and on the Tonnage 
c: 52:pping, viz, On every Pipe of Wine from the Weſtern 

Iſlands, 


[CNN 3 
Iflands, 1. 107. the Canaries, 2/. 57. Madeira, 17. toe, a 


all other Sorts, 1. 155. Hogſhead of Rum, 1/7. 105. Saga, 
25. Molaſſes, 17. Tobacco, 1/7. 15s. Ton of Logwood, 3 
on all other Good., 3d. on every 20s. Value; all Goods ing 
ported from Great Britain expected. 

All Molaſſes and Rum belonging to Foreigners ſhall- pyy, 
for every Hogſhead of Molaſſes, 5s. of Rum, 6/. All fark 
Liquors or Goods imported from any other Place than of thei 
Growth, ſhall pay double. 

Every Veſſel coming to Trade in this Province, ſe 
Sh ps allowed in the Province, or belonging to Great Britain 
or to Penſylvania, New Jerſcy, New York, ConneQticy, 
Rhode-Iſland, or New Hampſhire,) ſhall pay each Voyz 
55. per Ton, or one Pound of good new Piſtol Powder 
every To: ” 


en, (izving for that Part owned in Grey 
Bricain or (jus Frovince, or the aforeſaid Governments) which 
are exempted. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
By an Act paſſed in 1702, a Duty is laid on the Tong 
of all Shipping, viz. one Pourd of good new Gun- | 
Specie, for each Ton ſuch Veſſel contains. 


NOY 4 SCOTIA. | 
A new Government not ſufficiently ſettled to eſtabliſh a 
Aſſembly, and therefore cannot make Laws or raiſe Taxe. 


NEWFOUNDL AND. 
Not allowed to make Laws, nor ſeveral other Privilege 
enjoy'd by other Plantations, 
* 


Votes on the On the 11th, the Houſe, according to Order, reſolved itfel 


Supply. 


Sort wark 
El:ction. 


again into a Committee, to conſider of the Supply granted u 
his Majeſty, and came to the following Reſolutions : 

1. That a Sum not exceeding 217, 2691. 45. 10d. ſhoul 
be granted to his Majeſty for the Ordinary of the Navy, (it- 
cluding Half-pay to Sea Officers) for the Year 1736. 

2. That a Sum not exceeding 10,000/. ſhould be granted 
to his Majefty upon Account, towards the Support ot the Royal 
Hoſpital of Greenwich, for the better Maintenance of the 
Seamen of the ſaid Hoſpital, worn out and become decrepid 
in the Service of their Country. 

3. That a Sum not exceeding 24,518/. 10s. ſhould be 
granted to his Majeſty upon Account, for Out-Penfioners df 
Chelſea Hoſpital, for the Year 1736, which Reſolutions wen 
next Day agreed to by the Houſe. | 

The Houſe, having on the 10th, begun to hear the Matter 
of the Petition of Richard Sheppard, Eſq; complaining — 20 

| 47 


4 


'ndue Election and Return for the Borough of 12 
in the County of Surry, in purſuance of the Order 
de Houſe, and having proceeded in the ſaid ing on 
de Thurſday following, the Petitioner, after he had examined 
all his Witneſſes in Support of his Petition, was adviſed to 
vive up the Affair; whereupon Mr. Heathcote, the then fit- 
ting Memder, was prevailed on not to give the Houſe the 
rouble of examining any Witneſſes in Support of his Right, 
or to puſh the Affair any further; ſo that on the Tueſday af. 
er, being the 17tb, the Hauſe reſolved, aem. con. that George 
Heathcote, Eſq; was duly elected a Burgeſs to ſerve in this 
reſent Parliament for the Borough of Southwark, in the 
ounty of Surry. | | E 
On the 19th, his Majeſty came to the Houſe of Peers, and Royal Aﬀens 
rave the Royal Aſſent to the Act for continuing the Duties g ren to ſeve- 
zn Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry, in that Part of Great Bri- | 
ain caled England; and. for granting to his Majeuly certain 
Daties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry, in that Part of 
reat Britain called Scotland, for the Service of the Year 
6. | 
'The 2oth, Sir John Ruſhout preſented to that Houſe (ac- Bill for regu- 
ording to Order) a Bill for che farther regulatirg Elections L. Elections 
pf Members to ſerve for the Commons in Parliament, in that | 
Part of Great Britain called England, containing ſome Re- 
pulations for preventing Diſputes about Elections, eſpecially 
ith reſpe&t to Counties. I his Bill was then received, read 
firſt time, and ordered to be printed: On the Thurſday 
ol/owing it was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be com- 
pitted : On Wedneſday the 24th of March, the Houſe reſolv- 
| iifelf into a Committee on the ſaid Bill, and made ſome 
Progreſs; but as it is very difficult to frame a Bill of that 
Nature, ſo as to prevent any danger of Grievances ariſing 
rom it, ſome Difficulties were ſtarted in the Commitice, which 
xccaſicned the poſtponing of the Bill to another Seſſion. 
On the 25th of February, (See page 148) the Houle reſolv- Votes on the 
d icſelf into a Committee, tu conſider further of the Supply Supply. 
ranted to his Majelly ; and came to the following Reſolu- 


22 


LANA AFA 2-538 


need 10Ns, VIZ, 

ofal 1. That the Sum of 56, 250. ſhou'd be granted to his Ma- 
the el on Account of the Subſidy payable to the King of Den- 
epid nark, purſuant to the Treaty bearing Date the 2gth Day of 


deptember, 1734, for the Service ot the Year 1736. 


I be 2. That a Sum not exceeding 46, 7801. 18s. ſhould be 
$ n granted to his Majeſty, upon Account for reduced Officers of 
y 


is Mzjeſty's Land Forces and Marines, for the Year 1736. 
3. That a Sum not exceeding 3828 ſhould be granted to 
ls Majeſty, for paying of Penſions to the Widows of ſuch 

reduced 


[x1] 

= | reduced Officers of his Maj jeſty's Land Forces an Marine 

t as died upon the Eitabliſhment of Half-pay' in Great Brita, 
(and who were married to them before the 25th Day of Ih, 
cember, 1716) for the Year 1736. 

4. That a Sum not exceeding 21,096/. gs. 84. ſhould h 

nted to his Majeſty, to make good the Deficiencies of th 
2 nts for the Service of the Year 1735. I 

Which Reſoldtions were next Day reported, and agied 
to by the Houſe. 

The ſame Day it was ordered that the proper Officer ſhoul 
lay before the Houſe an Account of the ſeveral Sorts an 
Quantities of Corn, which had been exported from triton 

1734. to Chriſtmas, 1736; as alſo from what aces and 
Ports, and in what Quantities they had been exported, togs 
ther with an Account of the Bounty that had been pai 


thereon. 
This Account was preſented on Monday the 3th of 1 
and was as follows, viz. | , 


ts, and in What Quantities they have been exported z together with an Account of the Bounty 


allo from what Places and Por 


that has been paid thereon. 
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| randy: 
Feb. 27th, (See 149) That towards raifing the Two Shillings 
opp.) . to bis Ee the Sum of to Shillings ini the Pound 
de Pound, and no more, ſhoald be raiſed in the Year 1736, ted. 

pon Lands, Tenements, Hereditaments, Penſions, Offices, 

; perſonal Eſtates, in that Part of Great Britain called 

ogland, in Wales, and in the Town of Berwick upon 

Tweed ; and that a | Claſs (according to the 

inth Article of the Treaty of Union) ſhould be laid upon 

hat Part of Great Britain called Scotland. | 

4nd then a Bill or Bills were ordered to be brought in pur- 
ban: to the ſajd Reſolutions. | 

On the 5th of March, bis Honour the Maſter of the Rolls, Mortmain Bill 
ved for Leaveto bring in a Bill to reftrain the Diſpoſition broug? t in by 
f Lands, whereby the ſame become unalienable ; which — Julcph Je- 
a+ accordingly ted, and the Mafter of the Rolls, Mr. 
Drd, Mr Gianvilie, and Mr. Plumer, were ordered to pre- 
are and bring in the ame. This Bill was preſented to the 
ceſe by the Maſter of the Rolls, on the 10th of the ſame 
lonth, and being received, was then read a firſt Time, and 
rdered to be read a ſecond Time. Next Day the Houſe 
rdered the ſaid Bill to be printed, and it was read a ſecond 
Time on the 18th, and committed to a Committee of the 
hole Houie. 

From the 17th of this Month to the 6th of the next, Peti- 
ions againſt the Quakers Tythe Bill (See page 152 and 174) 
ere received from halfthe Clergy of the Kingdom. 

The ſecond reading of the ſaid Bill having been put off proceed n 
o Monday the 12th of April, after reading the Order of the on theQuaters 
Day for that Purpoſe, the Counſel for and againſt the Bill Ty*Þ<-Bull 
ere called in, and the Bill being then read a ſecond Time, 
de ſeveral Petitions above-mentioned being alſo read, 
ze Counſel for the Petitioners of the Province of Canter- 
ory were heard, in Anſwer to whom the Counſel for the Bill 
ere hexrd ; and then the Counſel for the Petitioners of the 
'rovince of York were heard by way of Reply: After 

zien the Counſel being withdrawn, Mr. Speaker opened 
de Bill to the Houſe ; and then a Motion being made, that 
te 14th Section of an AR made in the 22d and 23d Years of 
de Reign of King Charles II. intitled, An act for the better 
de:tement of the Maintenance of Parſons, Vicars and Cu- ; 
Ries in the Pariſhes of the City of London, burnt by the 

wr Fire there, might be read ; the ſame was read ac- 

VIC'rg y. 

The Reaſon, as may be fuppoſed, for reading this Section 
*. becauſe by a Clauſe in the Bill, even as it then 
*<, it was propoſed to be enafted thus, That if the Au- 

a. Value of ſuch Tythes, Oblations. and other ecclefiaſtical 
12 Dues, 


A nen 


l xlr 
Dues, Rights, Payments, or Church Rates before-mentiag 
doth not, nor ſhall not exceed the Sum of in ſuch Gy 
no Quaker or Quakers ſhall be ſued or proſecuted, for; o 
Account of 'the ſame, in any other Manner, than as bek 
directed, or in any otfer Court; neither ſhall any. {i 
Tyths, Oblations, or other eccleſiaſtical Dues, Rights, R 
ments, or Church Rates, not exceeding the ſaid yearly 
of be recoverable againſt Quakers in any other C; 
whatſoever, nor in any other Manner, than as by this Agj 
directed, unleſs the Title of ſuch Tythes be in Queli 
This Clauſe, in all the Petitions preſented by theClergy 
gainſt the Bill, was called, An exciuding them from the h; 
nefit of the Laws then in being for the recovery of Thyti 
and other Dues, and thereby putting the Clergy of the ch 
bliſhed Church upon a worſe Foot than the reſt of his My 
jeſty's Subjects; therefore the ſaid Section was read, in only 
to ſhew that the aſſigning of a proper Method for the recony 
of any Right, and excluding the Perſons intitled, from wy 
other Remedy, was not a putting of ſuch Perſons upon 
worſe Fop: than the reſt of his Majelly's Subjects, nor wat 
without Precedent ; for by the aforeſaid AQ of King Chat 
II. all Suits for the recovering of Church Rates or Aſh 
ments, within the City of London, are to be brought befin 
the Lord Mayor, or, upon his Neglect to execute the Pom 
thereby granted, before the Lord Chancellor, or Keeperd 
of the Great Seal, or two Barons of the Exchequer ; u 
by the {aid Section, it is enacted, That no Court or July 
ſhall bold Plea of Money due by virtue of that AR, obe 
than the Perſons thereby authorized; and yet the Clergyd 
London never had complained, nor could complain, that ti 


were excluded from the Benefit of the Laws of their Cui; be 
or that they were put upon a worſe Foot than the rei q iu ſe 
Majetty's Subjects. . f 
After reading the aforeſaid Section, a Motion was mt 0 

for committing the Bill, upon which there enſued a lo K 
Debate, and upon putting the Queſtion, for committing ii tl 
Bill, it was, upon a Diviſion, carried in the Affirmative K 
221 to 84. and ordered accordingly ; after which it wa I 
ſolved, that the Bill ſhould be committed to a Commim 8 
of the whole Houſe. | 1 


Royal A ſſent On the 24th Day of March, his Majeſty came to the How 


ral Bills. ever of Peers, and gaye the Royal Aſſent to the five follow 


t 

public Bills, viz. d 
An A& for granting an Aid to his Majeſty by a Land. Tu a 
to be raiſed in Great Britain, for the Service of the Ja K 


4 
u K 


of 
= 


1736. 


An Act for puniſhing Mutiny and. Deſertion, and for the | 
better Payment of the Army and their Quarters, \- + + (5: 
An AR to repeal the Statute made in the fitſt Year of the ; 


Reign of King James I. intitled, An Act againſt Conjuration, 
Witchcraft, and dealing with evil and — Spirits, except 
ſo much thereof as repeals an Act of the fifth Year of the 
Reign of Queen Elizabeth, againſt Conjurations, Enchant- 
ments, and Witchcrafts ; and to repeal an Act paſſed in the 
Parliament of Scotland, in the ninth Parliament of Queen 
Mary, intitled, Anentis Witchcrafts ; and for puniſhing ſuch 
Perſons as pretend to exerciſe or uſe any kind of Witchcraft, 
Sorcery, Enchantment, or Conjuration. : 10 

An AR to indemnify Perſons, who have omitted to 
read the Prayers, and make and ſubſcribe the Declarations, 
directed to be read, made, and ſubſcribed, by the AR of Uni- 
formity of the thirteenth and fourteenth Year of the Reign 
of King Charles II. within the Time limited by Law; and 
for allowing further Time for doing thereof. 

An Act to amend an Act paſſed in the ſeventh Year of the 
Reign of his late Majeſty King George I. entitled, An Act 
to preſerve and encourage the Woollen and Silk Manufactures 
of this Kingdom, and for more effectual employing the Poor, 
by prohibiting the Uſe and Wear of all printed, painted, 
ſtained, or dy'd Callicoes in Apparel, Houſhoid-Stuff, Furni- 
ture, or otherwiſe, after the 25th Day of December, 1732, 
(except as is therein excepted) ſo far as relates to Goods made 
of Lionen, Yarn, and Cotton-Wooll, manufactur'd in Great 
Britain, 6 , 

And to ſeven Private Bills, | We 

Cn the 25th of March, a Petition of the Chancellor, Maſ- Cambridge ana 
ters and Scholars of the Univerſity of Cambridge, was pre- Oxford Petiti- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, That the Univer- 20 _ the 
ſity, and the ſeveral Colleges therein, were founded and en- — 
dowed for the maintaining fit Perſons in the Study of uſeful 
Knowledge. and the bringing up Youth in Learning, Vir. 
tue and Religion; and that they had hitherto purſued thoſe 
Ends with great Induſtry and Succeſs ; and that many excel- 
lent Books had been written by the Members thereof for the 
Service of Religion, and many uſeful Diſcoveries and great 
Improvements made in Arts and Sciences ; and that many 
of che Nobility and Gentry, had by their Academical Educa- 
tion, been ſo well fitted for the Service of the Church and 
State, as to have proved the Ornaments and Supports of both; 
and that the Uniyerſity had at all Times before been thought 
worthy of the Countenance of the Legiſlature, and continu- 
ally favoured by Perſons of all Orders and Degrees, eminent 
tor Wiſdom and public Spirit; and that, if the Bill to re- 

lirain 


e 


ani Alienations of Lands ſhould paſs inte a Law withey 
Amendment, it wouid, as the Petitioners apprehend, be 4 


nnd that a conſiderable Part of their Revenue aroſe from Ay 


to be inſufficient to anſwer the Purpoſes, for which they at 
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tended with Conſequences great'y prejudical to them bt 

Time, —— —— as bs, 
in a great Mealure, prevent all Donations to ly | 
or future Deficiencies, or for any other wiſe A 
poſes, how uſeful and u. ſoever they might be though 


nuities and other certain Payments iſſuing out of Landi and 
other Eftates; and that many of thoſe Payments having ben 
fixed in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, and ſtill continuing 
invariably the ſame, were then, by the great Fall of 
fince that Time, ſank fo far below their original Valuega 


defigned ; and that ſeveral Headſhips were under 120, ſom 
under 100“. per Ann. and that the Salaries of ſome Proſeſſe 
ſhips were under g/ per Ann. and others, as thoſe of Boum 
Anatomy, and Chriftianity, had no Endowment at all; a 
that the Income of much the greateſt Part of their Felloy. 
ſhips was under fixty, of many under forty, of ſome ſo lows 
thirty, and twenty, and fiſteen Pounds per Ann. and tha 
many of their Scholarſhips and Exhibitions amounted not iv 
above fix, four, and three Pounds per Ann. and that (one 
were even under thoſe ſmall Sums; and that many pon 
Students had neither Scholarſhip nor Exhibition to help w 
wards their Maintenance; and that the Number of Advow- 
ſons in moſt Colleges was very {mall in Proportion to the 
Number of Fellows; and therefore praying the Houſe wer- 
cept that Univerſity, and the ſeveral Colleges therein, onto 
the ſaĩd Bill. Which Petition was ordered to be referredto 
the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the ſaid Bil 
was committed. 

Next Day a Petition of the Chancellor, Maſters and Scho 
lars of the Univerfity of Oxford, in behalf of themſelves 2nd 
the ſeveral Colleges and Halls within the ſaid Univerſij, 
was preſented to the Houſe, and read ; ſetting forth, That 
the Petitioners apprehended, that by the Bill then depending 
before the Houſe, to reſtrain the Diſpoſitions of Lands, ber 
by the ſame become unalienable, and theirSucceſſors might be 
deprived of the Aſſiſtance of future Beneſactions, and the 
charitable Donations of ſuch, as might be diſpoſed to po 
mote the pious Intentions, for which that ancient Uni 
was founded ; and that the Petitioners were by their Cot- 
ſtitution entirely founded in Charity, and muſt ever continue 
to depend upon it; and that notwithſtanding the large Bene- 
factions with which they had been formerly endowed, yet 
many of the Societies were ſo meanly provided for, —_ 


zous Deſigns of their F imperſect, with- 
Fi focure Bene factions, which had been found by long Ex- 
rience to rie by ſuch flow Degrees, that the Petitieners 
2 that, when their Caſe was duly conſidered, they would 
noc be thought to be within any of the general Miſciricfs 
that raight ariſe from Atienations im Mertmain ; and 
z: thcir preſent Poſſaſſions were inconfiderable in reſpe& of 
the great Number of Perſons that were maintained oat of 
them, and that as the Donations they then enjoyed, as well 
25 thoſe they might afterwards receive, muſt be ſolely appro- 
prated to the Advancement of Religion and Learning; for 
theſe Reaſons they boped, that no Difficalties or Di 
ments would be put in the Way of thoſe, whoſe pious and 
charitable Intentions might diſpoſe them to give their Aft 
ance towards rendering the Univeriſty in general, as well as 
tie ſeveral Societies of it, more inſtrumental in promoting 
thoſe great and neceflary Ends ; and that the PetRioners there- 
fore hoped, they ſhould be exempted from the Reftraints 
mentioned in the Bill; or that they ſhould meet with ſuck 
Relief from that Houſe, as to the Houſe ſhould feem meet, 
Which Petition was likewiſe referred to the Committee. 
On the 26th, the Houſe of Commons reſol vd itſelf into a 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to confider further of the 
Supply granted to his Majeſty, and came to the 
Relolutions, Which were reported and agreed to on the 29th, 


Viz 

To grant to his Majeſty, | 

1. The Sam of 22,944/. 14. for making good the Def- Votes on the _ 

ciency of the general Fund, Supply. 
2. The Sum of 24,570/. 25. 7d. to make good the Sink- 
ing Fund, the like Sum paid out of the ſame for Intereſt on 
the Million lent on Credit of the Sale Duties, for the Supplies 
of the Year 1734, purſuant toa Clauſe in an AR of Parlia- 
ment, paſs d in the 7th Year of his Majeſty's Reign. 

3. The Sum of 10,000/. towards the Maintenance of the 
Britiſh Forts and Settlements belonging tothe Royal African 
Company of England on the Coaſt of Africa. 

4. The Sum of 10,0001. towards ſettling and feenring the 
Colony of Georgia in America. 
5. The Sum of 11,485/. 45. gd. to make Satisſactiom to 
Homphrey Bell, (the furviving Aſignee of the Eſtate and 
Effefts of William Ellins and Edmond Farrington, againſt 
hom a Commiſſion of Bankreptcy iſſued) Suitor of the 
Court of Chancery in 1726, ſo much of his Debt and De- 
mand from one of the Maſters of the ſaid Court, as then re- 
mained unſatisfy'd. © | 3 
6. The 
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| Other Petiti-- 6. The Sami of 30,1677. towards the Baildings, Reba 

onsagainſt the ings, and Repairs of his Majeſty's Ships for the Year 1936, 

13 On the 31 of the fame Month, a Petition of the Governen 

of the Charity for Relief of the poor Widows and Child 

of C men, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſetting 

forth, That by Letters Patent of King Charles II. the Pe 

. tioners were conſtituted a Corporation, for Relief of the Poor 

Widows and Children of Clergymen, and made capabſe i; 

the Law, to take Lands, Tenements and Hereditaments, no 

exceeding the yearly Value of 200c/, and alſo Goods, Cha. 

tels, and Things of what Nature and Quality ſoever, andy 

alienate and diſpoſe of the ſame ; which Capacity was en 

larged by his late Majeſty King George I. to 3oool x 

Year more, and that the Inſtitution of that Charity had bem 

ſo well , eſteemed, and ſupported by ſo many pious and well 

diſpoſed Perſons, that the Petitioners had, for divers Yen 

paſt, been able to make a Diſtribution of 5/7. a Year to abox 

802 Widows of very poor Clergymen, and to pat out may 

of their Children yearly to uſeful Trades, who othergit 

muſt have been burthenſome to their reſpective Pariſhes, and 

their Childrey leſs uſeful to the Commonwealth, an Ac. 

count whereof had been annually printed and publiſhed ; a 

that the Objects of that Charity were far more numero 

than the Petitioners could provide for, out of their temm 

annual Revenues, and caſual BenefaRions, their certain aum 

al Revenues nor exceeding 3000. a Year ; and therefore, a 

that Charity was ſo well founded, and for ſo good Parpols, 

and that Corporation reſtrained from accepting Lands beym 

ooo. a Year, and thoſe alienable in the Diſcretion of the 

2 etitioners, praying. that that Corporation might be wh 

excepted out of the Bill then depending in that Houſe, fa = 

reſtraining the Diſpoſitions of Lands, whereby the ſame be 

came unalienable, or that ſuch Proviſion might be made there 

by, that that Corporation might enjoy the Benefits intendel 

them by the ſaid Royal Grants, and that the ſame might be 

reſerved to them, to the full Extent thereof. No Mou 

— made for referring this Petition to the Committee, x 
was ordered to lie upon the Table. 1 

On the 2d of April, a Petition of the Governors of tit 

Bounty of Queen Anne, for the Augmentation of the Maint ant 

nance of the poor Clergy, was preſented to the Houſe and 

read; ſetting forth, That the ſaid Governors were made 1 

Body corporate by her late Majeſty Queen Anne, in the j 

Year of her Reign, in purſuance of an Act of Parliament, 

impowering her to ſettle upon them the Revenue of the Fi 

Fruits and Tenths, for the Augmentation of the Maintenan 

of the poor Clergy, and to make Rules and Orders tor tt 
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qular Admniniſtration of the ſame, by which Statute Licknc# | 


u. een to all and every Perſon or Perſons, by Deed en- 
cd, in ſuch Manner, and within ſuch Time, as was di: 
* fed by the Statate made in the 27th Year of the Reign of 
dey enry VIII. for Enrollment of Bargains and Sales, or by Laſt 
uy in or Teſtament duly executed, to grant to the ſaid Cor- 
Fen dation and their Succeſſors, Lands, Tenements, Heredita- 
re eats, Goods and Chattels, for the Purpoſes mentioned in 
en he ſaid Act; which Corporation had alſo thereby full Ca- 
4; acity to purchaſe, take, and enjoy any Money, Lands, Tene- 
_ zents, Goods and Chattles, without any Licence or Writ 
4 quad da mnum, the Statute of Mortmain, or any other Sta- 


te or Law to the contrary notwithſtanding; and that aſter- 
ards, in purſuance of *he Powers granted by the ſaid Sta- 
te, divers Rules and Orders were ſettled and confirmed by 
er (aid late Majeſty, under the Great Seal; by ſome of which 
zules and Orders, the Augmentations to be made were di- 
Red to be by way of Purchaſe, and not by way of Penſion ; 
ad the tated Sum to be allow'd for the Augmentation of 
ach Cure, was limited to 200. to be inveſted in a- Purchaſe, 
t the Expence of the Corporation ; and the faid Governors 
ere empowered to give the ſaid Sum of 200/. to Cures not 
xceeding 35. per Ann. (which Sum was afterwards, by the 
luthority of King George I. extended to 50d. per Ann.) 
here any Perſons would. give the ſame or greater Value in 
nds or Tithes ; and ſuch Governors were directed, every 
ear, between Chriſtmas and Eaſter, to cauſe the Account 
what Money they had to diſtribute that Year, to be audited, 
d when they knew the Sum, public Notice was directed 
d be giver, that they had ſuch a Sum to diſtribute in fo 
ny Shares, and that they would be ready to apply thoſe 
ares to ſuch Cures as wanted the ſame, and were by the 
kues of the Corporation qualified to receive them, where 
ny Perſon would add the like or greater Sum to it, or the 
alue in Lands or Tithes for any particular Cure; and that 
e Petiticners apprehended, that by the Bill then depend- 
ig before the Houſe, to reſtrain the Diſpoſitions of Lands, 
'bereby the fame became unalienable, the Rights and Pow- 
$ velted in them by the ſaid AR, and by the Rules and Or- 
ers m:Ce in rurfuance thereof, might be greatly affected, if 
me proper Proviſion ſhou!d not be made to prevent it ; and 
berefore praying that a Clauſe or Clauſes might be added, 
beredy the ſaid Rights and Powers might be ſecured. | 
After reading this Petition, a Motion was made and ſecond- 
for orderit g it to be referred to the Conſideration of the 
ommittee to whom the ſaid Bill was committed; and the 
ene being oppoſed, after a pretty long Debate, the Queſtion 
i! 


Was 
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n 
was put, and, upon a Diviſion carry'd in the Negative, 
143 1995 whereonthe Pen was order 0 iu 

le. x) | 


The {ame Day the Houſe, according to Order, refoly'i 
ſelf into a Committee of the Houſe upon the ſaid Bill, u 
made ſome Progreſs, Mr. Gibbon being in the Chair i af 
which, Mr. Speaker reſum'd the Chair, and, Mr. Gibbons 
ported from the Committee, that they had made ſome Progr 
in the Bill, and had directed him to move, that they nig 
have Leave to fit again; whereupon it was reſolved, that ty 
Houſe would, upon Monday then next, at Twelve o Co 
reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to cob 

der further of the ſaid Bill. | 7 
On the ſaid Day, being Monday April 5, it was mond 
aud reſolved, that an humble Addreſs be preſented to hy 
| Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to give Ding 
tions to the proper Officers to fay before that Houſe an 
count of what Licences had been granted by the Crown, a 
for what Values reſpectively, to any Perſon or Perſons, I 
dies Politic or Corporate, their Heirs or Succeſſors, to ala 
ate in Mortmain, and to purchaſe, take, and hold in May 
main, in Perpetuity, any Lands, Tenements, or Heri 
ments whatſoever, ſince the Act of the 7th Year of the Ray 
of King William III. entitled, An Act for the Encourageme 
of charitable Gifts and Diſpoſitions, to that preſent Tine 
Aſter which, the Houſe, according to Order, reſolv d it 
; into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further 
4 the ſaid Bill, when Mr. Gibbon being their Chairman as 
fore, the Clauſe for excepting out of the ſaid Bill the Da 
verſities of Oxford and Cambridge, and the Colleges pf I 
ton, Wincheſter, and Weſtminſter, with a Proviſion relay 
to Advowſons, was preſented, and a Motion made for ite 
ing receiv'd and made Part of the Bill, which occaſioned out 
Debate ; but upon the * being put, it was, upon! 

Diviſion, carry'd in the Affirmative, by 227 to 130. 

With reſpect to the Proviſo relating to Advowlons, 
Amendment was propoſed for leaving it in the Power of 
ſeveral Colleges belonging to the two Univerſities, tot 
change ſmall Livings for larger, ſo as not to increaſe 
Number of Advowſons, to which they were by the Ad u 
reſtrained, which occaſioned a new Debate, and at laſt, wil 

putting the Queltion, it was carried in the Negative. 
After which, the Committeg having gone through the Bil 
they reported the Amendments they had made to it, Wil 
the Houſe ſhould pleaſe to receive the ſame; and on theth 
a Petition of the Grey-Coar Hoſpital in Tothill-Fields,6 
the Royal Foundation of Queen Anne, was preſented wie 


„ | 
Houſe and read, ſetting forth, That by Letters Patent, da- 
ed the 19th Day of April, in the 5th Year of the Reign of 
he late Queen Anne, the Petitioners were conſtituted a Cor- 
poration, and made capable in Law to take Lands, Tene- 
ments, and Hereditaments, not exceeding the yearly Value of 
2000/. and alſogGoods, Chattles, and Things of what Na- 
ure or Value ſoever, for the Benefit of ſuch poor Children of 
de Pariſh of St. e dg Weſiminſter, as from Time to 
ime ſhould be admitted into the ſaid Hoſpital ; and that the 
Petitioners had for ſeveral Years paſt, been enabled to main- 
in, cloath, and teach a conſiderable Number of poor Chil- 
ren of both Sexes; and had, from the Time of the firſt Foun» 
lation of the ſaid Hoſpital, placed out above 50o Chilltren 
\pprentices, ſome to the Sea-Service, and others to uſeful 
rades, Huſbandry and Houſewifery ; and that the Children 
hen, and many Years paſt, were many more in Number than 
be Petitioners could provide for by the yearly Subſcriptions 
and Collection joined to the certain annual Revenues of the 
ad Hoſpital, which together at that Time, did not exceed 
o/. a Year ; ſo that, were it not for the caſual and gene- 
rous Benefations the Petitioners had received by the Be- 
nueſts of ſeveral pious and well-diſpoſed Perſons, they could 
not take ſo many poor Children into their Care and Pro- 
ection, to be maintained, cloathed, and inftrufted ; and 

herefore, in Conſideration the annual Revenue belonging to 

at Hoſpital was of ſo ſmall a Value, praying that that Cor- 

poration might be excepted out of the Bill then depending. 
n that Houſe, for reſtraining the Diſpoſitions of Lands, 

#hereby the ſame become unalienable, or that ſuch Proviſion 

might be made thereby, that the Benefits intended them by 

de Grant of their Royal Foundreſs, might be preſerved to 

hem in their full Extent. Which Petition was ordered to 

ie on the Fable. 

Next Day a Petition of the Truſtees of the ſeveral Cha · 
rity Schools within the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 
Borough of Southwark and Bills of Mortality, in Behalf of 
upwards of 5000 poor Children cloathed and educated in the 
laid Schools, and alſo in Behalf of all other Charity Schools 
in this Kingdom, for the Education of the Children of the 
Poor in the Principles of the Church of England, as by Law 
eſtabliſhed, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſeting forth, 
That if the Bill then depending in that Houſe, to reſtrain 
the Diſpoſitions of Lands, whereby the ſame become unalien- 
able, ſhould paſs into a Law without Amendment, it would 
prevent many charitable Donations for the Promotion of the 
lad Schools, which were ſo far from having any large En- 
donments in Land or Money, that very few had ſo much as 
k 2 a 


Vote on Ways 
and Means. 


a Schoo!-houſe ; and that, as the voluntary Contributions of 
not equally and regularly anſwer the conſtant Expences, x 
Truſtees in ſeveral Places have been obliged to redet 
Number of their Children, and in others the Schools had beg 
entirely laid down, for want of Means to ſupportthem; u 
repreſenting to the Houſe the great Uſefulneſs of choſe School 
and alledging, (hat, during the Continuance thereof, the | 
titioners have placed out upwards of 17,000 Children, vii 
the ſaid Billy of Mortality, to Apprentiſhips in the low 
Trades, and to menial Services, whereof about one Half h 
been put out to ſuch Services, beſides near 400 bound u 
Sea-Service; and therefore praying the Houſe to except thy 
ſaid Charity Schools out of the ſaid Bill, or to grant thei 
ſuch other Relief as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet. Thy 
Petition was likewiſe ordered to lie upon the Table. 

The fame Day, the Report from the Committee upon the 
ſaid Bill was received, and the Amendments, with Ame 
ments to one of them, all agreed to; after which, the Bil 
with Amendments, was ordered to be ingroſſed; and onthe 
15th, the Bill was read a third Time, and a Motion mak 
for its being paſſed, which occaſioned ſome Debate; be 
upon the Queſtion being put, it was upon a Diviſion carr 
in the Affirmatiye, by 176 to72 ; and Mr. Gibbon wa 
dered to carry the Bill to the Lords, and defire their Cay 
currence. | | 

The 3oth of April, the Houſe reſolv'd itſelf into a C 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider further of Ways and 
Means for raifing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, wha 
they came to the following Reſolution, which was on the z 
of May reported and agreed to by the Houſe, and a Bill uu 
ordered to be brought in upon the ſame, viz. 

That the ſeveral Additional Stamp-Duties granted by u 
Act paſled in the 12th Year of his late Majeſty's Reign, er 
titled, An Act for the Relief of the Suitors of the High Com 
of Chancery, ſhou!d be continued from the 2d Day of Augut 
1742, to the zd Day of Auguſt 1746, in order to mie tht 
Sum of 11,485/.-45. 5d. to make Satis faction to Humphrt) 
Bell, (the ſurviving Aſſignee of the Eſtate and Effeds d 
William Ellens and Edmund Farrington, againſt whom 1 
Commiſſion of Bankruptcy was iſſued) Suitor in the Courts 
Chancery in 1726, for ſo much of his Debt and Demand i 
that Year due from John Bennet, Eſq; one of the Maſlen d 
the ſaid Court, and then remaining unfatisfy'd.. 

With this Reſolution the Committee of Ways and Mea 
concluded; and the Bill order'd in upon this laſt Reſolyuon 
was accordingly brought in, and paſſed into a Law. 0 
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ic Bills. 
| An AR for laying a Duty upon the Retailers of Spirituous 
Liquors, and for licenſing the Retailers thereof. "rd 

An AR for exhibiting a Bill in this preſent Parliament 
for naturalizing her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of Wales. 

An Act for reviving and continuing the Acts therein men- 
tion'd and for explaining and amending a Clanſe in an Act 
made in the firſt Year of the Reign of his late Majeſty King 
George I. (entitled, An AQ for making the Laws for repair- 
ing the Highways more effectual) relating to the appointing 
Scavengers in Cities and Market Towns, and the ordering 
the Afleſsments for the repairing and cleanſing the Streets 
therein. 

An Act ſor indemnifying Perſons, who have omitted to 
qualify themſelves for Offices within the Time limited by 
Law, and for allowing further Time for that Purpoſe ; and 
for amending ſo much of an Act paſſed in the ſecond Year of 
the Reign of his preſent Majeſty, as requires Perſons to qua- 
lify themſelves for Offices before the End of the next Term 
or Quarter Seſſions ; and alſo for enlarging the Time limit» 
ed by Law for making and ſubſcribing the Declaration 
againit Tranſubſtantiation; and for allowing further Time 
tor Enrolment of Deeds and Wills made by Papiſts; and for 
Relief of Proteſtant Purchaſers, Deviſees, and Leſſees. | 

An Act for more equal paying and better collecting cer- 
tain {mall Sums for Relief of 1 Mariners and 
Ciltreſſed Perſons, his Majeſty's Subjects in the Ports of Ca- 
du and Port St. Mary's, in the Kingdom of Spain, and for 
other Ules uſually contributed to by the Merchants trading 
to the {aid Ports. | 

An Act for the better enlightning of the Streets of the 
Cuy of London. 1 

And to 37 private Bills. 

And on Thurſday the zoth of May, his Majeſty came to 
the Houſe of Peers, and gave the Royal Aſſent to the ten fol- 
lowing public Bills, viz. 

An AQ for enabling his Majeſty to borrow any Sum or 
dums of Money, not exceeding 600,000/. to be charged up- 
on the Surpluſſes, Exceſſes, or Overplus Money, commonly 
called the Sinking Fund, redeemable by Parliament; and 
for the further Diſpoſition of the ſaid Fund, by paying off 
1,C00,0001. of South-Sea Annuities, and for appropriating 
the Supplies granted in this Seſſion of Parliament. 

an Act for continuing, for the Purpoſes therein mentioned, 
the additional Duties upon ſtamped Vellum, Parchment, and 
| Paper, 


On the 5th. of May, his Majeſty came to the Houſe of Royal Aﬀent 
Peers, and gave the Royal Aſſent to thie fix following pub- Sven to lere: 


[bw] 

Paper, laid by an 9 — 12th Yeu of the ” 

of his late Majefty King George I. 

* Act for — her Royal Highneſs the 104 
ales. 

An Act for indemnifying Perſons, who have been gel 
Offences againſt the Laws — for ſecuring the Revenue o 
Cuſtoms and Exciſe ; and for enforcing thoſe Laws fort 
future. 

An Act to prevent the Lifting his Majeſty's Subject y 
ſerve as Soldiers without his Majeſty's Licence. | 

An Act to reſtrain the Di ion of Lands, whereby th 
ſame become unalienable. * 

An Act to explain and amend ſo much of an Act maden 
the 2d Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, entitled, An Ag 
for the more effectual preventing Bribery and Corruption x 
the Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament, as relatey 
the commencing and carrying on of Proſecutions ground 
upon the ſaid AR. 

An AR for further encouraging and regulating the Maw 
facture of Britiſh Sail cloth; and for the more effeQtual ers 
ring the Duties now payable on foreign Sail-cloth imponel 
into this Kingdom. 

An Act to render the Law more effectual for 
che Importation of freſh Fiſh, taken by Foreigners; andy 
explain fo much of an Act made in the 13th and r 4th Yan 
of the Reign of King Charles II. as relates to Ships expo 
ing Fiſh to the Mediterranean Sea; and for the better Pts 
ſervation of the Fry of Lobſters on the Coaſts of Scotland, 

An Act for building a Bridge croſs the River Thans, 
from the New Palace Yard in the City of Weſtminſter! u 
the oppoſite Shore in the County of Surry. 

And toten private Bills. 


For the King's Speech See page 23. 
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SPEECHES and DEBATES 
In the 8c S855310M of the 


grand Parliament of King Gxor GE IL 
7 N the 15th of January the King came to the Houſe" am, Ges. IL, 
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9. 
of Peers; and the Commons attending, his Majeſty #73555. 
open d the Seſſion. with the following Speech to both 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
H E happy Tum which the Affairs of Europe have 
evidently taken ſince the End of laſt Parliament, 2 
mult, I am perſuaded, give you all, as it does Me, the 


upon the Baſis of the Plan we had then 

« Whilſt Affairs continued in this State of Deliberation, 
the Heat and Fury of the War abated ; and the 

and the moſt Chriftian King, in Conſequence of their re- 
peated Profeſſions of a fincere Diſpoſition to put an End 


« It appearing upon due Examination, that 

wes. do not effentially vary from the Plan by 
le 2nd the States, nor contain any Thing prejudicial to 
e Equilibrium of Europe, or to the Rights aud Imereſl 
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KReſolutions upon them, there is great Reaſon 9 


| « Burthens of My People, as ſoon and as far as Þ 


40 < ee Pa eat, r ke, 8. 
the ſaid Preliminaries, and Out — 
a — have es them to Perſectiom 
„ Theſe Preliminaries have been likewiſe communica 


ApProbatind 
to coticut i 


b 0s. pig mary wer 


ce that the Love of Peace, their avowed r 
« putting an End to the Troables of and the ax 
<« cable Interpoſition of common Friends, will prevail 
«« them to agree to what has boon thes cancertety; pong 
i ſonable Security given them, for the peaceable F 
« and Enjoyment of the Countries allotted to them. 
« In theſe Circumſtances, My firſt Care was to cet 


<« in the preſent Poſture of Affairs, would In 
<< therefore ordered a conſiderable Reduction to be made 
« My Forces, both by Sea and Land: And if the Ia 
* of the Crown of Great Britain, and the Reſpeſt da 
« this Nation, have had any Share in compoſing the e 
* Troubles in Europe, or preventing new ones, I amp 
« ſuaded you will be of Opinion, th:t it will be nece 
to continue ſome extraordinary Expence, until there i 
” 3 Reconciliation among the ſeveral Pom: 
« of Eu 
— - HPO the Houſe of Commons, | * 

«« I have ordered the proper Officers to lay before ore, 
<« the Eſtimates for the Service of the current Year ; all 
make 10 doubt, but My Defires to make the Charged 
« the Publick as low as poſſible, will find in youll 
<« ſame Readineſs to grant the neceſſary Supplies with Cit 
* falnels and Unanimity.” 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

3 this plealing Profpett of 
Abroad will greatly contribute to Peace and 
« mony at Home. Let YP 
deration, which has ſo happily calmed the Spirits aft 

«« tending Princes, baniſh from among you all inteſtme 3 
cord and Diſſenſion. Thoſe who truly wiſh the R 
* nay of cy Cay, 
« favourable Opportunity than now offers, of « 
themſelves, by declaring their Satisfaction in the * 
* already made towards reſtoring the fry 9 rag? 
and in promotin what is ſtill 1 
Perfection. 4 
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_ ney r ſaved, in order to 


be objected to by either Party, be delivered to the vhs 


. the Publick of the Pay of ſo many private Men only, d 


lx; whereas, a Reduction of 8000 Men made by the» 
ducing of private Men _ ſaves but 73,0001. yearly; f 
that the Difference to the Publick was a Saving of 76,369 
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rly to the of our - publick 6 Wed 

That the Advantage of reducing whole Regiments, 
apparent to every Gentleman who would make the Qa 
tion; for by the Eſtabliſhment of laſt Year, a'marchj 
Regiment, which conſiſted of 81 5 Men, coſt the'Publict y 
bout 15,2171. yearly ; fo that if a whole Regiment hou 
be reduced, there would be a Saving of 15,215L 2 Yeu 
Whereas if an equal Number of private Men only be tedua 
from that and other R there would be a Saving 


, 


in a Year amounted to but 75,4271. from whence it i 
dent, that by a Reduction of 8000 Men made by Teduciy 
whole Regiments, the Publick would fave 149,369 Lyar 


yearly ; a Saving which ought not to be neglected: I 
A., dr the fol Vr ov W we ſhook be SOM 
near one half of this Sum yearly for Half-pay to the reduce 
Officers, nne — "0 
corporated in the ftanding ; fo that we for 
ſave this whole Sum yearly. 

© That it was not poſſible for them to find a military Re 
ſon why we ought to keep up, and in whoſe Pay too, z 
greater Proportion of Officers in Time of Peace than 
did in Time of War; and as there was no Military Nein 
for ſo doing, People would be apt to ſuppoſe it was de e 
for a Civil Reaſon ; which was a Suppoſition injuriom u 
his Majeſty, or at leaſt to his Miniſters ; and for that d th: 
ſon they would in a particular Manner recommend it wa 
honourable Gentleman on the Floor, { Sir Robert Walk | WW © 
2 whole Corps, inſtead of reducing private or 
only,” b 4 
Then Mr Fox's Motion was agreed to without Debat, 
and a Committee ordered to draw up an Addreſs acm 


y. 
2 16. A Petition of Sir Rowland Winn, Bart. was pw h 
ſented to the Houſe and read, complaining of an undue N 
leftion and Return for the County of York, which wa « eie 
dered to be heard at the Bar of the Houſe on the 248 
of February; and it was ordered, that the Lift of Votes u 


by that Day three Weeks. 
Jan. 17. The Commons preſented their Addraþ « 
Thanks to the King as follows : r 


1 


n 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 4 
Pal 'E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Sabjevh, 
a - the Commons of Great Britain in Parkament-af- 
_—— —— 

| moſt 

ery. We: are cruly fenlible of your Majeſty's" « early Faden. 
how yours to put an End to the War, and can fever enough 
Yeu 2dinire the ſteady Application, with which you purſued 
eden T ee 
ce of Your Majeſty and the Stafes Genen. 
wh And it is, with the warmeſt Gratitude, we | 
is op vour Majefty's particular Care and in-all 
ducny Your Proceedings no 9 ive this Nation an i 
8 in the War ; when at the ſame Time, Your Majeſty 


1 


ſhewed You were not inſenfible of the imminent Danger 
that threatened the Liberties of Europe, ftum a long Con- 
tinuance of it upon ſo unequal a Foot. A Conduct whetein 
Your Majeſty plainly | 
immediate Intereſts' of Your 
* Power in Europe, upon which the Safety 
« of this Nation ſo much : | 

Nation from all the Calamities of War, 

* to avert the future ty of its being at laſt obliged: * 
* take its Share and Hazard in them. RON: 

We can't but be ſenfible of Your Majeſty's Wiſdom 
' and Impartiality, — —— 
ö States General, to the 
in War; which although not immedi- 
* ately —— by the — — nor anſwering 
' the deſired Effect by preventing the opening of the Cam- 
* paign, has been ſo far adopted, that the moſt material 
* efſential Parts of it have been agreed to by the Pri 
' originally and principally concerned in this Rupture, 
recommended by them to their Allies 
* ticles to a General Pacification. 

Upon chis happy Turn the Aﬀairs of Burope h: 
* we moſt heartily congratulate with Tour 

* when we conſider the Aſſurances Your Majeſty has | 
' gracroully pleaſed to give us, that theſe Preliminaries do not 
' eſſentially vary from the Plan of Pacification, concerted 
* by Your Majeſty and the States General, and the read 
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S 


nr 

Cue of the true Intereſt of Your People, through the 

whole Courſe of this great and intricate Work, leaves us 

* not the leaſt Room to entertain a Doubt, ——ůů— 

uminary Conditions of 2 are ſounded, and « fo 
2 4 
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192 to, by all the Powers 


His Majeſty's An- 
iwer, 
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© ſo app „ as will give general Satisfaction; in which I 
Laer 
F appears to be of their being accepted and 
in the War. 

The early Regard Your Majeſty has been graczo 


-* pleaſed to ſhew to the Welfare of Your People, in ub 
Ro — Opportunity, (on this great and. ——-— 


© to lighten the Burthen of their Ex » by :making | 


KReduttion of Your Forces, both by Sea and Land, in jd 


© a Mark of Your Care in conſulting their Intereſi, 
© Your tender Concern for their Eaſe, that ve ſhowld le 
as unjuſt to our Gratitude, as to Your Majeſty's Gai 
© neſs, if we failed to teſtify the ane, and acknowledge th 
other, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt dutiful Manner. /Andam 
look upon this, added to all the other Meaſures af You 
«* glorious and happy Reign, as a Proof that the Pitman 
for the preſent Year will be proportioned to the Situxtm 
of Affairs, and the Purpoſes to which they ſhall be foul 
* neceflary ; ſo we beg Leave to aſſure Your Majeſty, the 
we will chearfully and effeQually raiſe ſuch Supplies 3 
© the Poſture of our preſent happy Circumſtances ſhall 
« quire, and ſufficient to ſupport the Dignity of the C 
* and the Honour and Intereſt of Your Majelſty's:Subje 
© and Dominions. | | 12 $1 
And if ſach Motives could want any additional Circ 
* ſtance to excite us to fulfil our Duty to Your Majeſty ad 
our Country, the Reflection on the good Effect the em 
ordinary Supplies, granted the laſt Year to Your Mach 
* muſt have had, in contributing to bring this l 
Work to ſo happy an Iſſue, joined to the Conſcioulnebd 
© the Influence Your Majeſty's Counſels muſt ever han 1 
the Affairs of Europe, whilſt a loyal Parliament ſbem i. 
* ſelf determined to ſupport the Reſolutions of a wile a 
* cautious Prince, cannot- fail to operate with their du 
Weight, in making us perſevere in our Endeayours t 
give a Luſtre to, Your Majeſty's Reign abroad, , equal, 1 
+ poſſible, to the Happineſs we enjoy from it at home. 


| To this Addreſs his Majeſty gave the following Außen 


Vt Gentlemen, | S464. 1-3 
64 Return you, my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad. 
« Þ| dreſs. , I am very well pleaſed; that my Endeaww 
* to reſtore. the publick Tranquility have met with you 
4 Approbation; and you may be aſſured, my future. 
« ſhall be employed, to the utmoſt of my Power, to revs 
% the Peace of Europe perfect and laſting, and to make 


** you a flouriſhing, and happy People.. ns, 


109 
in 


| ( 
Jan. 19. A Petition of 
ther Freeholders of the Co 
were thereunto ſubſcribed, 


the 
unty 


Sir John Hynde Cotton Rood up and ſaid, 


* 


ing the Houſe, but three Days ſince, appointed the York- 
ſire Petition to be heard at the Bar of this Houſe on the 
24th of next Month, which is but two Days before the 
Day now moved for hearing the Norfolk Petition. This 
looks as if the honourable Gentleman imagined, that we 
could go thro the Yorkſhire Petition in two Days; whereas, 
in my Opinion; if we examine into it as we ought, and as I 
hope we will, it will take us-up two Years, or at leaſt the 
uſual Time of two Seſſions. I confeſs, Sir, I have not 
the Honour to be let into the Secrets-of any of the York- 
ſhire Petitioners, but I believe the honourable Gentleman, 
who made the Motion, is thoroughly acquainted with their 
real and moſt hidden Deſigns ; therefore, from his making 


Sir, | 
I] am ſurpriſed to hear ſuch a Motion made, confider- sir j. Hynde Co- 


ton, 


un ſuch a Motion as he has been juſt now pleaſed to make 
boa, I muſt conclude, that the Yorkſhire Petitioners are 
moved to drop their Petition, in caſe they ſhould find 
dd, WT themſelves unable to carry ſome very remarkable Queſtion 
de firſt or ſecond Day. If this be really the Caſe, the ho- 
b curable Gentleman was much in the Right to make you 
ch a Motion as he has done, with regard to the Norfolk 
x it Eleftion ; but while we are Members of this Houſe, 1 
and think, we ought upon no Occaſion to be directed, in our 
du way of voting, by the private Opinion or ſecret Knowledge 
＋ of ocher Men; and therefore if the honourable Gentleman 
„i woas of any ſuch Secret with regard to the Yorkſhire Pe- 


tion, he will ſtand up again and acquaint the Houſe 
with it, that we may have the ſame Reaſon for agreeing 
to his Motion, which he had for making it. 

ny ſtood up next, and ſaid, 

am very ſorry to. find ſo many Petitions complaining 
of undue Elections and Returns for Counties; for the Ex- 
pence of controverting ſuch Elections is ſo great, that it is 
mpoſſible any Gentleman can bear to pay the whole out of 
tis private Fortune. As the Caſe ſtands at preſent, when- 
erer the Election for a County comes to be controverted, 


ine Expence mult neceſſarily be raiſed by a general Contri- 


il 
* 


iA 


Mr Pulteney. 


bution 
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porting the hts of their Coontry. 4 Rx] 
; 2 tis true, be ſometimes done by the 

turning Officers for Counties, as well as by the Net 
Officers for Boroughs. But as there are ſuch a great Nunks 
of Voters for every County, as almoſt every Freeholder 


ng 
ing of that Returning Officer n 
niſters of the Crown, the Election for 
England is certainly very precarious. Aa when avy K 
Juſtice is done, the Diſcovering of it is fo troubleſoms al 
expenſive, that no private Man can well undertake jv: þ 
ſuch Circumſtances, it will always be eaſy for-the Manila 
of the Crown to appoint who ſhall be the Knights of uy 
Shire, whenever they have a Mind; for if the 
Officer makes an undue Return according to their Oder! 


is almoſt impoſſible to diſcover the Injuſtice done by in & 


as to ſubject him to the Puniſhment inflicted by: Las; 
if the Returning Officer ſhould happen to di their OF 
ders, it is but their Candidates petirion, by v 
the Gentlemen rightfully choſen, and duely returned, wil 
put to ſuch an — in defending their Right; that w 
Man will thereafter chooſe to ſtand for any County in Op 
poſition to the Court-Intereſt. This Idjuſtice in the Ru 
ing Officers, as well as this Expence to the Gentlemen ds 
ſen or petitioning, might, n 
ed by à few ſmall Amendments to the Laws now 
for regulating Elections; for if the Oath es be tka 
Freeholders, on occaſion of their to vote it of 
Election, were made a little more full and explicit, 10 Ma 
wonld dare to take it ſalſy, becauſe it would be eaſy tas 
vict him of Perjury; and thoſe, againſt whom he viel 
would always be ready to be at the rouble and a 
the Proſecution 3 in which Caſe the taking of the O 
might be made final and concluſive as to the Perſon's Right 
of voting, ſo that the Right of any Freeholder to 19 
at an Election would never come to be controverted at t 
Bar of this Houſe ; and then it would be eafy to detef it 
Returning Officers, if they committed any Injuſtice, ani d 
conrroverting of Eleftions would not be near ſo 6 
troubleſome, or expenſive as it is at 

* As the Caſe now ſtands, Sir, the Expence of contre 
ing a County Election is moſt grievous and moſt bt 
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py, Sir, maſt be the 
Sir Edmund Bacon] 


— the 
ormer ; but it ſeems the Petitioners that the Expence 
pf controverting the former Election, great as it muſt be, 
nll be leſs to them than the Expence of a new Election; 
hich, by the by, Sir, ſeems to me to be a Demonftration 
ut their natural Intereſt in the County is not much to be 


But to this, Sir, I muſt add, that I have been informed. 
i really believe, that the Petitioners could not make near 

o good a Show upon a new Election, as they did upon the 

ormer ; for every one knows that on ſuch Occaſions many 

'romiſes are made by thoſe, who do not depend upon their 

atural Intereft, but upon the unnatural and acquired In- 

ereit they may have by Means of the many Poſts and Pre- 

ments they have at their Diſpoſal : And I have heard, 
z many Promiſes were made upon the laſt Election for the 
vunty of Norfolk, which have not been performed; from 
ence it is to be preſumed, that the Perſons to whom thoſe 
Tromſes were made, and who were thereby induced to vote 
odtrary to their Inclinations, will upon a new Election vote 
ecording to Conſcience. This, Sir, I am afraid, is the true 
kezlon for renewing the Petition from that County, not- 
matarding its being certain that the Hearing of theſe Pe- 
ans will coft them more than a new Election can naturally 
= them ; notwithſtanding its being certain, that a new 
or rc omar © - 
l 2 
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eaſy ; but the controverted Elections then depending 
by any ſuch Meaſures : And as may 


> & 


and give the Complainants ſuch Redreſs as they ſhould ful 
them intitled to: That this they were obliged to do with al 
poſſible diſpatch ; and if the hearing of the Yorkſhire Petit 
ſhould laſt two or three Days, which might probably be 
the Caſe, it would be doing Injuſtice to the People of Ne 
folk to put off the hearing of their Complaints for twe 
three Weeks: That they knew no more of the Secresd 
the Petitioners for Yorkſhire, than any other Gentleman d 
that Houſe, ſo that their moving for having the Naa 
Petition heard, fo ſoon after the Day appointed for hearay 

ing bs 


the Yorkſhire Petition, could proceed from 


their great Deſire to do Juſtice to the Norfolk Petite 
and the fitting Member, with all poſſible Diſpatch : Thaf 
the Petitioners, their Lawyers, Agents, and Witneſſes ſhoall 
be obliged to attend in a few Days before their Affair cu 
be brought on, it was an Inconvenience which could not he 
avoided ; it was an Inconvenience which People had aan 
been, and muſt always be ſubjeR to, in all Courts, and 8 
all forts of Cauſes ; for unleſs People were ſabjefied v 
ſuch an Jnconvenience, every Court of Judicature in i 
Kingdom would often be put to a full Stop, which woul 
make it impothble to adminiiter Juſtice to all thole 
might be obliged to ſue to ſuch Courts for Juſtice 3 
whatever Inconvenience there was in this Reſpect, it 
hea vier in the preſent Caſe upon the Petitioners than end 
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nen would therefore move, — might 


it paſſed in the Negative, 
te Commit of Preys an 


i Debate mere. at the Bar of the Houle, on the gth of | 
it was moved to order, That the Litts, 


ty up 
ſabmit to any Order the Houſe ſhould make upon that 
caſion, and would be ready to deliver his Lifts by 
the Houſe ſhould prefix ; but as the Deſign of delivering 
Lifts was to ſhorten the Diſpute, and to prevent taking 
their Time with Inquires into Objections againſt Vo 
which were either falſe or frivolous, the longer the 
was. which was to be prefixed for delivering ſuch 
the Petitioner and he would be more enabled to abr 


g. up 

Lifts : r 
ters of either Side, they were obliged to 
Information of others; r 
excluded from odjecting againſt any Perſon, who was ml 
a bad Voter upon the other Side of the Queſtion, they wer 
obliged to put every Man's Name in their Lifts, agani 
whom they could hear of any Sort of Objection; but nt 
if he had Time, he would, by himſelf and his Agent, 
quire particularly into every Objection ; and would pets 
Man's Name in his Lift, if upen ſoch I de d 
find that the Odjection was rot ſufficiently ſupported 
Reaion and Evidence, by which Means he might 
very r to deliver ; and h 
nr the Petitioners the ſame : That a ct 
were 2'ready Petitions from Yor Norfolk and I 
ſire, appoimed to be heard — — 
bearing of the Petition againſt him, it could not be 
that the hearing of the Petit on againſt him come al 
__ the very Day the Houſe had 2 for hearay 

: That therefore he thought it would be better fart 
Hoeſe to fulpend making aay Order, for Lt s 


delivering 
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their Petitioner, or to i * 
n Cotton ſtaod up, and fad, 
N. 


of Opinion, that the Election of the Borough of 
will take up two or three Weeks of our Time, he 
have been of Opinion, that the Election for 
take up at leaft three or four Months ; 
tition was preſented, I remember the fame honourable 
tleman appeared very fond of having it beard at 
this Houle ; and 1 ould be wad © wee 
s that Regard, which he is to 
in the preſent Caſe, for the honourable Gen 
Chair, Inez he did not ſeem to ſhew the 
him in the former? 
R n 
ir, | 
* By an Agreement between me and the honoyrable C 
tleman who preſented the Petition, he promiſed to move iu 
its card at the Bar of the Houſe : He has art 


ing h 
V dune fo, and I here ended that Mae f 
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* But, Sir, I have another Reaſon for inſiſting vpon irs 
being heard at the Bar-of this Houſe : The Petition which 
been publickly read here, contains ſeveral grievoys and 
inous Allegations againſt me, therefore I think 1 have a 
vt of Right to have the Truth of theſe ions exa- 
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| at the 
ppeint a ſhort Day, conſidering the Place is juft 
Neighbourhood, ſo that no Pretence can be made, 
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© the Committee; and as it is always very much the Inte- 
peſt of the Petitioner, to have the Matter of his Petition 
{on heard, if he has any Confidence in it; therefore I have 
frer obſerved the Hearing of any Petition at Bar refuſed, 
hen it was deſired and inſiſted on by the fitting Member: 


put there is ſomething very extraordinary in * 


I know the conteſted Votes are but very few the 
Hearing can laſt but a very few Days ; ſome 
Reaſon to that the Petition even 


re generally ſooner determined than thoſe which are referred Mr W. Planer, 


44 


is really a ſtro 


which was carried in the Affirmative without a Divifon.” 


Members; yet that ſomething to that Purpoſe might 


in the Petitioner not to have. u 
t all, A for othes 
certainly preſented it among the 

he might and ought to have. done, whereas EN 
ing i as he could ; which tom 


| ſtronger Reaſon { 
being heard at the Bar, but for @ 
e. : 


the Affirmative by 145 to 142. After which the Queliz 
was put for hearing it at the Bar on the 10th of Feb 


This Affair being over Mr Walter Plumer ftood 
ſaid, © That, altho' be had before acquainted the Fink 
that Mr Neale, Petitioner for Coventry, was willing w pk 
from every Complaint in his Petition, ſo far aw 
lated to the Qualification of John Bird, Eſq; one of the im 
upon their Votes, and to inſure the fitting Member ths 
other Complaint would be inſiſted on againſt him, he v 
move, That ſince John Neale, Eſq; who had exhibas: 
Petition to that Houſe, complaining of an undue Eletim 
and Return for the City of Coventry, defired to wu 
the Complaints in the ſaid Petition, except as to what» 
lates to the Qualification of John Bird, Eſq; one of the 
ting Members for the ſaid City, therefore it might le 
dered, That the faid Petition ſhould be diimiſſed excepta 
aforeſaid : This was accordingly agreed to. Than 
Plumer added. That as the examining the Matter of tut 
Petition, as it then flood, could not require any long Pre 
ration, or the bringing up many Witnefles ; and as it cul 
rot take up ſo much as one Evening to determine that Cu 
pizint in the Committee; therefore he would move kar® 
Inſtruction to the Committee to hear it on that Nay ti 
Weeks. To this it was objected, as it had been to the = 
mer Motion in this Affir, That it was contrary wi 
eommon Cour'e, and that there was nothing in that Afar 
ſo extraordinary as to induce them to hear it ont of 5a 
Courſe.” For this Reaſon, upon the Queſtion's beag 
1: paſſed in the Negative. 
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his TN 
not only to pay but 6 
him a Subſidy, perhaps greater than the Pay of thois T 
upon their own Footing, would have amounted to; and 
even in Caſes where the Prince ſtood obliged, -perhaps by 
former Treaties, to aſſiſt us with Troops at his own Reue 
and often in Caſes where his own Prefervatioh was mor in. 
mediately concerned in the Event of the War than ons. 

« 'Tis true, Sir, we are always obliged upon fuck 
fions, to have Necourſe to the Princes of the North, 
by Reafon of their Poverty plead an Inability to ſend as, 
to have ready to be ſent, the ſtipulated Succours, unleß w 
by a new Contract, agree to pay them a Subkdy ; u 


has ſome Shew of Reaſon, or at leaſt of Necelhty;” why 


they raiſe any new Troops for our Service; but I aw 
could. comprehend either the Reaſon or the Neceſiiy 1 
fuch a Pretence, when they make no real Addition to 
Land-Army they before kept up, nor put themſelves y 
one Farthing Additional Expence on Account of thi 
Subſidy from us, This 1 know has ſometimes been a 
Caſe for Years together, during all which Time we he 
been ſo generons as to pay their Subſidy regularly, for @ 
abling them to defray an Expence they never were at: 4 
leaſt, in the publick Accounts delivered to this Hooks 
thoſe Subfidies have been yearly ſtated as fully and regulay 
paid, in Purſuance of the Treaties we had before apm 
of; though indeed, an Accident happened not loony apy 
which gave Room to think, that all thoſe Subſidies had u 
been fully and r&gularly paid to the Princes fo intiiled i 
them. 

* Now, Sir, if we narrowly confider our Cireumflaness | 
believe we ſhall find that we are as poor, and in as g 
Difficulties, as the pooreſt Prince in the North; and as 
have lately ſet : x very powerful Squadron to the Affe 
of a very rich Prince, I make no Doubt bat that our wi# 
and frugal Miniſters ket that Prince know, before they i 
out the Squadron, that with reſpect to him we are a 
the-n Power, and as needy as any Power he could apply w. 
and that therefore they have obliged him to pay us 2 
large Subſidy, for the powerful Squadron we ſent toB 
Aſſiſtance. 

I am very ſure our Minifters had much more Reaſn & 
inſiſt upon ſuch a Subſidy, than the Miniſters of any N 
thern Power ever had to inſiſt upon a Subſidy from ws; for 
with reſpect to the Breach between Portugal and Span, 
was, in my Opinion, at leaſt, as great a Queſtion which d 
them were aQung upon the Offenfive, as it was with ref 


66611 bh 
to the Breach between — . * 
were not by any former Treaty obliged to ſend him any 
Aſtance : Then as to the Expence, it bene 
put ourſelves to a very confiderable additional ce on 
\ccount of the Aſſiſtance we have ſent to him; as to 
de Benefit he has reaped from that Aſfiſtance, it appears 
Jain to me, that the Tranquility he has enjoyed, and does 
gill enjoy, has been, and is ftill owing to nothing but the 
powerful Squadron we have ſent to his Affiftance ; which, I 
am poſitive, is much mote than can be ſaid of any Afliftanee 
we have ever got from any of thoſe, to whom we have paid 
ſuch large and fuch generous Subſidies: To this I muft add, 
ut it cannot be ſaid that the Preſervation of this Nation 
13 . in 3 of the War be- 
een Portugal and Spain; which generally been the 
Caſe with reſpect to thoſe Northern Princes to whom we 
re hitherto diſtributed our Subſidies. 
From theſe Reaſons, I am induc'd; Sir, to think that 
ur Miniſters have certainly ſtipulated a large Subſidy from 
Portugal ; and I have taken Notice of it upon this Occafion, 
ly to put Gentlemen in Mind to call for an Account of 
us Subſidy, at a proper Opportamty ; and to appropriate 
t to the maintaining the 15,000 Seamen now to be voted ; 
order to prevent our being obliged to load the preſent or 
be future Generation with additional Taxes, or to lay vio- 
ent Hands upon that Fund, which ought always to be held 
cred to the Payment of our publick Debts ; by which only 
E „ 
axes, which at preſent render the Neteſſaries of Life ſo 
uch dearer in this Country than they are in any other. 
Then the Queſtion being put on Sir Charles Wager's 
lotion, the fame was to without Oppoſition. 
Jar. 28. A Motion was made by Mr Palteney, © That Ne” 
de ordinary Eftimate of the Navy for the Year 1736, be t:ney's Motion 
d to a Select Committee; upon which enſued a De- [iron men 
te, in which Mr Pulteney's Motion was ſupported by My for ihe Tear 1736 
mer, Mr Sandys, Sir John Barnard, and Mr Gibbon, as mitee. 


Sir, 

Am the m s. 

ham — by the Complaifance of latter Times,, I & } ba Bin, 
unk no one more 
pointing Committees to inſpe& the Eſtimates that are laid 
ore us, for enforcing the Demands made, by the Crown. 
appears from the ancient Journals of this Houſe, that 
den a Demand of Money is made for anſwering the Ex- 
=ce of any Meaſure neceſſary for the Honour or Intereſt 
| the Nation, an Efimate of that Expence was laid be- 
vor IV. Q_ 85 fore 
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4 Anno g. Geo. Il. fore this Houſe, and a 2 to exe thy 


=} Eſtimate, to ſee whether every was fairly ſtated. O 
Parliaments in thoſe Days were not ſo complaiſant as to u 
any ſuch Eſtimate upon the Credit of the Miniſters; 
thought it incumbent upon them to ſee, with their own tha 

the Neceſſity of every Article of the Expence propoſed, iy 
fore they would open their Purſe. This Method of yy 
_— is, in my Opinion, proper upon all Occafions, by 
at preſent, with reſpect to the Navy, it is become abſalnd 
neceſſary, becauſe the yearly Expence of the Navy now u 
ly exceeds what it was in former Times; and theres 
moſt every Year ſome new Article brought into that I 
mate which was never before heard of. I do not dem, & 
but that it may be now neceſſary for us to keep up a 
larger Fleet, and to keep a much greater Number of & 
men in our Pay than we formerly uſed to do ; bat 
greater our Expence is that Way, the more Room ther 
for defrauding the Publick ; and therefore we ought tk 
the more careful to prevent loading the Publick with 
unneceſſary Article of Expence. Theſe Eſtimates, 'tist 
are laid yearly upon our Table; but I believe no G 
man, even of thoſe who are beſt acquainted with the A 
of our Navy, will pretend to ſay, that he can from 2 
Peruſal at our Table determine, whether the Artic i 
Expence mentioned in ſuch Eſtimates are all neceſlay, 
that no one of them has been overcharged? And I & 
ſee how any Gentleman can anſwer to his Conſtitzensls 
loading of them with an Expence, a great Part of wh 
for what he knows, may be altogether unneceſſary. 
* We ought, Sir, likewiſe to take Care that ſo muck 
ney may be granted as ſha!l be neceſſary for our yearly! 
pence ; for by Eſtimates and Grants of Money which 
- afterwards found to be deficient, eſpecially with reel 
the Navy, we deceive our Conſtituents ; we do Injala 
the particular Men employed in the Navy, who ae 
rally obliged to ſell their Claims at a Diſcount ; we es 
the Price of all Materials neceſſary for the Support of ® 
Navy; and we diſcourage our Seamen from entering in 
Service of their Country: This we have the more Re 
to take notice of at preſent, becauſe of the great Debt 
has been lately contracted on Account of our Navy ; 2 
extraore;-ary Debt, conſidering the ſhort Time in wks 
has been contrafted, and that in a Time of profound Fa 
And the Method, which we were laſt Year obliged 
for paying of a Part of it, ought to make us extremely 
tious of being again led into the ſame Error, by any 
Eitimates that may be laid before us; for we may 
ber, that during the Time we were running ourſelves 
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tzined n Eſtimate of the whole Expence neceſſary for the 
Service of that Year. The Nation may be accidentally 
drawn into an additional Expence not to be foreſeen ; but 
that +dditional Expence ought always to be laid before the 
yery next Seſſion of Parliament, and ought to be provided 
for within the very next Year. oz 

© Arother Conſideration, Sir, which onght to make us 
Jook the more narrowly into all publick Accdunts, is the, 
get Debt the Nation ne A Gentleman of an 


i 


I cpalent Fortune, may perhaps ſlightly over his Stew- 
„ad Accounts; he may even allow his Servants to heap up 
mack upon him, and to charge him-with new and ex- 
ordinary Articles, without inquiring whether or no there 
it vas an Neceſſity for them; but a Gentleman whoſe Eſtate 
i deeply mortgaged, and cannot even ſupport the yearly 
ub ace of his Family, without laying Hands upon that 
h P:i: of his Eſt:te which ſtands appropriated for paying off 
t dle Miortgag's, ought to inquire ſtrictly into the Manage- 
ner s Stewards, and ought never to paſs any Account, 


def he is thoroughly convinced of the Neceſſity of it. 
Tt.:, -ir, is ur melancholy Caſe at preſent; we cannot 
even for the current Service of the Year, without 
ayin: Hands upon that Revenue, which was long fince ap- 
propre to the Payment of old Debts ; and therefore we 
pug. not to approve of any Eſtimate, till we are thoroughly 
onvinced of the Neceſſity of every Article; and this can 
be dine on y by referring them to Select Committees. 

* Whetner any unneceſſary Articles of Expence have been 
ately brought upon the Nation, is what I ſhall not at pre- 
ſent pretend to determine; but that ſeveral new and extra- 
ordinary Ariictes have been of late Years brought into al- 
moſt every Euimate uſually laid before us, is what muſt be 
known to moſt Gentlemen in this Houſe ; and no one of 
them has ever yet been inquired into, in that Manner which 
= neceſſary upon ſuch Occaſions. It is likewiſe well known, 
tat we have had of late Years ſeveral new Offices erected, 
ren | ofts eft2bliſhed, and new Salaries granted, all of which 
ze 2 Charge upon the publick Revenue; and whatever may 
be the Caſe as to theſe new Offices, I believe, upon a proper 
quirs, it would be found" that we have many old Offices 
Officers that might be ſpared, and many Salaries which 
Might be altogether ſuppreſſed or very much diminiſhed. 
lf the Nation were engaged ig War, or if we were in any 
Danger of being engaged in War, it would not perhaps be 
Froper to enter upon ſuch Inquiries ; but by the great Pro- 
=%ion lately made of General Officers, I am convinced the 
Q 2 Peace 
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bly into that eonſiderable Debt, there were Eſtimates year- Annog. Cs ll. 
y lad before the Parliament, which it was pretended, con- 1735 6. 


* - Sir R. Walpole. 
Mr Winnington. 


s Colonels, by promoting to h 
if there had been the leaſt Ground to {i . 
on be engaged in War: Tis true, few. of iu 
Gentlemen lately promoted will, „nere Yoga 
the Eſtabliſhment as Generals, and therefore it is to 
that Promotion will not increaſe the Publick Expence ; by 
we are at preſent in a State of perfect Tranquility, thezelan 
it is the moſt proper Time for us to inquire into all oy 
publick Accounts ; and as our Navy ought always to 
the firſt Concern of the Parliaments of Great Britain, I 
beg Leave, Sir, to moye, © That a ſelect Committee be i; 
pointed to inquire into the Eſtimate of the Navy e 
Current Year. | = 
To this it was anſwer'd by Sir Robert W Mr x 
ratio Walpole, Mr Winnington, Six. William Yonge, ad 
Sir Charles Wager, as follows: N 
Sir, ea, | 
© I ſhall not take up your Time with a Diſpute aba 
the ancient Uſage in Parliament, but if there ever vi 
ſuch Method as that mentioned by the honourable Get 
man who has made you this Motion, it is certain that it by 
not been followed for many Years ; and as no Cuſtom am 
eſtabliſhed, is ever laid aſide, without ſome good Real 
for ſo doing, we are to preſume that if there ever way 
ſuch Method eſtabliſhed, it was found to be inconvenient g 
unneceſſary, otherwiſe it had never heen diſcontinued forh 
many Years. This of itſelf is a ſufficient Reaſon forovut 
rot re-aſſuming that Cuſtom, unleſs it could be ſhewn tht 
the Publick has ſuffered by its being laid aſide ; bat they 
is this farther Reaſon, that our reviving ſuch a Caſkans 
the preſent Occaſion, would make People ſuſpect that fone 
very great Frauds have been lately committed in the My 
nagement of the publick Treaſure ; and I cannot think 8 
conſiſtent with that Duty we owe to his Majeſty, to pe 
the People any ſuch Alarm, when there is not the 
Foundation for ſuch Suſpicion. | 
| © Perhaps there may have been ſome new Articles late 
brought into ſome of our Eſtimates, but I do not ene 
ber any that are very conſiderable ; and there never wi 
one new Article brought in, but what appeared, at firſt View 
to be abſclutely neceſſary for the publick Service. The lo 
nourable Gentleman ſeems to think it impoſſible to dem 
mine, from a bare Peruſal of the Eſtimates at our Ta 
that the Articles of Expence mentioned in them are all # 
ceſſary, and that no one Article has been overcharged ; bu 


I cannot be of his Opinion; for 1 nover nm 
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Eſtimate to a 

have al- 

Service of 

enſuing Year, ſo far as could be foreſeen when thoſe 
tes were drawn up ; but as it is impoſlible to foreſee 
the Accidents that may happen in the Courſe of a Year, 
the Government may ſometimes be obliged to in- 

aſe the publick what was contained in the 


N beyond ; 

nate laid before preceding Seſſion of Parliament 
This is an Inconvenience proceeding the 
uman Foreſight, and cannot be removed by 
imate to a ſelect Committee of Parliament; it is 
npoſſible to ſuppoſe, that any Committee can foreſce 
ery Thing that may happen in the Courſe of a Year ; 
it is not to be preſumed that they can foreſee Things 
s fully and clearly as thoſe, who are imniediately concerned 
1 the Adminiſtration, under whoſe Direction the Eſtimates 
generally drawn up. And if, by future Accidents, it 
hould be found neceſſary to increaſe the publick Charge be; 
dad what was at firſt propoſed, an Account of that additio- 
al Charge certainly ought to be, and I believe has always 
utherto been laid before Parliament, as ſoon as any ſuch 
count could be regularly made up. This was the Caſe 
ith reſpect to the Navy- Debt, ſo that its remaining fo long 
latched, could not be owing to the Eſtimates or Accounts 
lot being referred to a ſelect Committee, but to the Inability 
ie Nation was under of providing for it out of the Grants 
ff any ſucceeding Year. 
* I ſhall grant, Sir, that the Load of Debts this Nation 
avours under at preſent is very great, but we ought to bear 
with the more Chearfulneſs, when we conſider that the 
Vole was contracted in Defence of our Religion and Liber- 
es ; and ſurely no Man will grudge contributing a ſmall Part 
df his yearly Revenue, towards paying the Principal and In- 
ereſt, when he conſiders, that if it had not been for that Debt, 
e would have no Property at all. But this Debt, great as it 
vas all contracted in Purſuance of Eftimates yearly deli- 
fred into Parliament, no one of which was ever referred 
to 
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the ſmalleſt Part of this Debt was unneceſſarily con 
or that the Publick was in the leaſt defrauded by any 
thoſe Eſtimates; I ſhall likewiſe grant that we®odght'y 
look narrowly into all Eſtimates laid before us, but win 
thoſe Eſtimates are plain, this may be done without ſend 

them to a ſelect Committee; and let a private Gentle! 
Eſtate be never ſo much „I ſhall have no'Opinig 
of his Prudence, if he fate half a Year poring over un 4 
count, which a School-boy might fully examine in half u 


Hour. 71. 


« As for new Offices, Officers, or Salaries; I habe 1 
heard of any lately erected, and if any of them ſhould ax 
appear in the Eſtimates delivered into this Houſe, it will ua 
be Time enough to inquire particularly into them. As 
the late Promotion of General Officers, I hope no Gentlena 
will find Fault with it; both becauſe there was no addition 
Expence thereby brought upon the Nation, and becauſet 
was abſolutely neceſſary to give our Officers that u 
which their Services have intitled them to, in order that thy 
may be upon an equal Footing with their Cotemporarie's 
the Service of thoſe Foreign Powers with whon-we ar 
Alliance; otherwiſe, in caſe we ſhould find it neceſſary u 
Join our Forces with any foreign Power, an Officer in tle 
Britiſh Service, by not being promoted ſoon h to te 
Rank he deſerved, might find himſelf under a Neceſſity a 
ſubmitting to be commanded by a foreign Officer of not u 
ſo long ſtanding in the Army; for every one knows, that i 
Detachments from confederate Armies, the Officers genen 


ly roll, firſt according to their Ranks in the Army, and nat 


according to the Dates of their Commiſſions. 

To conclude, Sir, if there were any very new and 
traordinary Articles in the Eſtimate of the Navy now unde 
Conſideration, if Gentlemen could ſhew any doubtful Artie 
in it, which could not be immediately ſet in a clear Lit 
there might be ſome Reaſon for agreeing to the Motion v0 
made to us; but as there is no Charge in it but what is ua 
al, I therefore cannot think there is any Occaſion for e 
referring it to a ſelect Committee.” . 


To this it was replied by the ſame Members who wer 
for the Motion as follows : 
Sir, 
The honourable Gentlemen are much in the Right not 


Mr Walter Plumer. diſpute whether there was ever ſuch a Cuſtom, as that ne- 


tioned by the. honourable Gentleman who made you de 
Motion, becauſe it would be immediately determined by 
ferring to the Journals of the Houſe ; it mult 


th 
ceeding, but how it came to be laid aſide is a Queſtion of a '7353* 

11 very different Nature. I ſhall agree, that x Cuſtom once Ye 
it 1 eſtabliſhed is never laid aſide without ſome Reaſon /z/ but that 

vis WY Reaſon is often very far from being a one: In the preſent 

dg Caſe, it is to be preſumed, that this Cuſtom of referring pub- 

lick Accounts and Eſtimates to ſele& Committees, was found 

ma to be very troubleſome to Miniſters; and this was the true 

At Reaſon for its being laid aſide ; but this was ſo far from be- 

Fo BY ing 2 good Reaſon for laying it aſide, that it will always be 


a ftrong Reaſon for re-aſſuming that laudable Cuſtom. 

We are told, Sir, that the reviving of this Cuſtom will 
make People ſuſpect, that ſome very great Frauds have been 
ately committed in the Management of the publick Treaſure : 
But Jam of Opinion, that the Nation will be much more 
alarmed, at leaſt I am ſure they'll have much greater Rea- 
on to be alarmed, if they ſee their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment every Year receiving Eſtimates for moſt prodigious Sums 
of Money, and granting all the Sums defired by ſuch Eſti- 
mares, without ever making the leaſt Inquiry into any one 
of them ; for in private Life it is moſt natural to ſuppoſe 
that a Man will be cheated by his Servants, if he ſhould al- 
ways paſs ſuch Accounts ag they are pleaſed to bring in, with- 
out ever examining into any one; and it is not to be ſuppo- - 
ſed that the Servants of the Publick are honeſter, or lels in- 
ined to pilfer, than the Servants of private Men. 

* The Duty we owe to his Majeſty, ought never, Sir, to 
be brought into any Debate in this Houſe ; but it was never 
more improperly brought-in, than it 1s now by the Gentle- 
men on the other Side of the Queſtion ; for as this Houſe is 
the grand Inqueſt of the Nation, we ought to inquire for 
the King as well as for the People: We are in ſome Manner 
his Majeſty's Truſtees, and ought to take Care, that neither 
he nor his People be cheated by the Servants or Officers. 
he employs ; and therefore it is inconſiſtent with that Duty 
we owe to his Majeity, to paſs any Accounts, or agree to 
my Eftimates preſented to us by his Officers or Servants, till 
we have ſtrictly examined the Truth of every Article. 

* The new Articles lately introduced into our Eſtimates, 

may not perhaps be very conſiderable, but the Charge upon 

thoſe, and the additional Charge upon all the old Articles, 
amount yearly to a very conſiderable Sum; and I confeſs 1 
never was fo clear-ſighted as to ſee at firſt View, that all 
theſe additional Charges were abſolutely neceſſary for the 
pablick Service. The Gentlemen ſay, that the ſeveral Ar- 
ticles in our Eſtimates are all well known, and that the 
Charge upon each js likewiſe known, becauſe it never ex- 
ceeds what it was in the preſent Year, without ſome manifeſt 
| Reaſon : 
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ſame Nature; therefore, I am ſurprized to hear it faid, tht 
the Charge upon any of theſe Articles can be well knom 


come. | | 

* Sir, many Queſtions to aſk, which I think neceis 
ry for my Information, in relation to every Article of ts 
Eitimate ; but it would be ridiculous to expect the proper 
Information from any Gentlemen in this Houſe, were be 
never fo well acquainted with the Affairs of the Navy, bs 
cauſe every Article of the Eſtimate refers to a long part 
lar Account, which ought to be examined, before any other 
Gentleman can have that Satisfaction, which we ought # 
have as Truſtees both for the King and the People. It 
impoſſible for Gentlemen to diſcover the Fraud of any As 
ticle in an Eitimate, or to ſtate their Objections in ary & 
gular Method, without examining Perſons, Papers, and Re 
cords, which cannot be done but by referring the Eh. 
to a Select Committee, with proper Powers for that Purpait 
If this be done, I fall think it worth while to aft fad 
Quettions as are neceſſary for my Information 3 and I ful 
be glad to fad the Suſpicions I at preſent entertam, ur 
w3itzout any Fourdation, + 1. Fo 
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Trouble ; but this I can ſay, that if they — f,. Ac- 
mt of oll the CO it is very extraordi- 
nary, that out Foreſight ſhould tun above 100, o00 l. in Debt 
early upon the Article of the Navy only. This I cannot 
— and there 2 — ae ny 2 
made deficient on to al, for ſome Time, from 
the Nation the Rxpence our Meaſures had made neceſſary ; 
becauſe, as ( Navy is a favourable Article, it was expected 
that the Parliatnent would readily agree, without any In- 
quity, to make that Deficiency good, whenever it ſhould be 
thought e F. make Application for that Purpoſe. I 
am likewiſe at a Loſs to determine whether there was, every 
Yea, laid before Parliament an Account of the Deficiency 
of the Grants for the former Year with reſpect to our Navy: 
Bat if ſuch an Account was regularly laid every Year before 
Parliament, it is. with me a very ſtrong Argument for re- 
ferring every Account and every Eſtimate to Select Commit- 
tees; for the Diſadvantages attending our running into a 
long Arrear are ſo evident, that I am ſure this Houſe would 
not have allowed that Arrear to remain fo long unſatisfied, if 
proper Notice had been taken of the Account of thoſe Ar- 
rears, which, tis ſaid, were yearly laid upon our Table. 
This ſhews that moſt of the Gentlemen of this Houſe ex- 
pect no Satisfaction from a Peruſal of zny Account at our 
Tad'e, and therefore never give themſelves the Trouble to 
look over them, which proves the Neceſſity of referring all 
ſach Accounts to be examined by Select Committees. 
*I am convinced, that if the ancient Method of in- 
12irg into all Accounts and Eſtimates, by Select Commit- 
es, had been conſtantly obſerved, the Debt the Nation now 
boars under, would never have riſen to ſo large a Sum, 
bor would ſo ſmall a Part of it been paid off in above twenty 
Tears profound Peace. The great Haſte made in contract- 

; it, and the ſlow Steps in paying it off, is another Argu- 
ment for our beginning to look a little more narrowly into 
der Affairs, which can be done only by reviving that ancient 
Method of Proceeding, which the honourable Gentleman has 
3 for, with reſpect to the Eſtimates of the Navy 
tor chis Tear. 
Wat the honourable Gentlemen may mean by Myſte- 
des n Accounts, I do not know; but to me every Article 
de Estimate now before us ſeems a Myſtery, and muſt 
Strenge 2 Myſtery to every Gentleman, who has never ſeen 
Vot. IV. R the 


1 Ce. I, the particular Account to which each Article refers. 
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any Gentleman underſtand the very firſt Article, which; 
upwards of 28,0001. per Annum *, without having looks 
into the particular Account of what is paid for Salaries Wi" 
other Charges to the Lords of the Admiralty, the Comm 
ſioners of the Navy, the Secretaries, Officers, Clerks, x 
Contingencies relating thereto ? Or can any Gentleman wi" 
that this whole Sum is abſolutely neceſſary, without ham ere 
examined whether ſuch Commiſſioners, Secretaries, Office 
and Clerks, are all neceſſary for ſupporting the Buſineß ot": 
that Office, and that ſuch Salaries are ——_— for ſupport 

ing ſuch Officers? Let us look into every other Article d 
the Eſtimate, and we ſhall find the ſame Myſtery. The 
fore, inſtead of our not being able to ſhew any Article du 


is myſterious, I muſt deſire the Gentlemen of the other Sid 

of the Queſtion to ſhew me any one Article that is not the 
ſterious ; eſpecially, conſidering that no Inquiry has ber I 
made into either of the Articles, I believe I may ſay, ve 


in the Memory of any Gentleman now in this Houſe. 

© I hope, Sir, a Negative will not be put upon this Qu 
ſtion ; for it will certainly give too juſt an Alarm tothe 
People of this Nation; they will imagine, that there nat" 
be Errors, and even Frauds, in the Eſtimates and Actos 
delivered into Parliament, when the very Gentlemen wiv 
deliver them, or at leaſt thoſe who are principally com eb 
ed in the making them up, prevent any Inquiry into 
Juſtice of them: Therefore, if Gentlemen are. reſolved en 
diſagree with the Motion, I hope for their own Sakes, al 
for = Honour of Parliament, they will put the previous 
Queſtion, inſtead of putting a Negative upon the Queliue 
now before us.” 

The Queſtion being then put upon the Motion, it in 
carried in the Negative by 256 to 155. 

Fan. 29. A Motion was made, That an humble Addr o 
be preſented to his Majeſty, to acquaint him with the N 
dineſs, wherewith his faithful Commons had agreed to wh el 
Continuance of the extraordinary Expence, which he H 
thought neceſſary in the preſent Junfure ; in which Reld 
tion they had concurred with the greater Chearfulneſs, a 
grateful Return to his Royal Goodneſs, in ordering fo c 
derable a Reduction of his Forces both by Sea and Land Fart 
as ſoon as the preſent Poſture of Affairs would permit; 
in full Confidence, that it was his Royal Intention, as fot 
as there ſhould be a more perfect Reconciliation among dt 


In the ordinary Eſtimate of the Navy, for the Year 1736, 28,0611 ſuch 
14s. 14. is changed for Commiſſuners of the Navy, with the K page 
Offers, Clerks, Infiraments, and Contingencies relating thereto, | 


: S = 3 BI 
Powers of Europe, to make ſuch farther ReduQtion Anke 9. Cod, Ih 
bis Forces, as might be conſiſtent with the Security and . 


ries n enity of his Majeſty's Royal Perſon and Government, and 
mn ith our preſent happy Conſtitution ; not doubting, but that, 
ks, on bis Fatherly Compaſſion to his People, he would be 
an ciouſly pleaſed to direct, that whatever Land-Force ſhould 
bester be thought neceſſary, ſhould be eſtabliſhed in ſuch 


Manner, as ſhould make the — more ſenſible, and the 

ture Burthen leſs grievous to the Nation. Me John Pl 
This Motion was ſupported by Mr John Pitt, Lord Pol- Lord Polwarth, 
th, Mr Pulteney, Mr Gybbon, Sir John Barnard, Mr r cy” 
ndys, and Mr Walter Plumer ; and was oppos'd by Mr z, Nes ad. 
Finni2gton, Col. Bladen, Sir William Yonge, and Mr Mr W. Plumer, 
onduit, But the Queſtion being at laſt put, in was carried & Biadnsen. 
the Negative without a Diviſion. S8 
F:bruary 2. The Houſe having ordered, that the proper 

cer ſhould lay before them an Account of all the publick 

ens, at the Receipt of his Majeſty's Exchequer, due or 

g out at Chriſtmas, 1735, with the annual Intereſt 

to tle id for the ſame 3 Mr Sandys ſtood up, and ſpoke as fol- 

(ws. 
dir, : 
Every Man is now, I believe, convinced that the great Mr $andys's No- 
cem Mebt we groan under, is a moſt heavy Clog upon all pub- 8 
> Meaſures, and will certainly, while it continues, pre- e fr te 
ent its being in our Power to act upon any Occaſion with current Service. 
ut Vigour we ought, either in Vindication of the Honour 

real nd Intcreſt of this Nation, or in Defence of our Allies. 

h's of itſelf is a moſt terrible Misfortune, but what ſtill 

eas to it is, that theſe our unlucky Circumſtances are well 

known to all our Neighbours, which is, I believe, the prin- 

ape Cauſe of our having ſo little Influence on the Councils 


an other Nations; and while this Load continues we may 
e e pect to be inſulted by them, as often as they can find 
to de leaf Pretence for ſo doing. In ſuch Circumſtances there- | 
he bal Tore it is the moſt pernicious Thing we can do, to run the 
 efoly- Netto any farther in Debt by creating new Funds, or to 
_ a 1Frvent that Fund, which was long fince appropriated, 
cou m being religiouſly applied to the extinguiſhing yearly a 
Land Fart of that Debt contracted before the Year 1716; for if 
re do ſo in Time of Peace, it will convince our Neigh- 


bours, that it would be impoſſible for us to ſupport an ex- 
fentive War, which will of courſe render us contemptible 
n the Eyes of all foreign Nations. And with reſpect to 
cur Do neſtick Affairs, the Conſequences of purſuing any 
ch Meaſüre are full as pernicious ; for every new Mort- 
age we make, becomes a ſort of Prop for ſupporting the 
Inezeſt payable upon the former ; whereas we ought ” 
R 2 ule 


to do: Nay, I am almoſt certain, that if no new Duby 
had been contracted ſince the Year 1716, nor any Pan of 
the Sinking Fund converted to other Uſes than it was ar, 
inally deſigned for, the Intereſt upon all our Funda wa 
ve long ſince reduced to 3 J. per Cent. and a mich 
greater Part of our old Debt would have been pai 
which we ſhould have been enabled to have taken off ons 
of thoſe heavy Taxes, under which the poor Labouren ad 
Manufacturers have groaned for ſo many Years. The lod 
ing Poſterity with new Debts, in order to give a little a 
to the preſent Generation, may be a good tem Lie 
dient for a Miniſter ; and may prevent the People's making 
too particular an Inquiry into that Expence, which hi 
ſures have brought upon them: But it is a moſt e 
cious Expedient both for the Royal Family, and for the Ny 
tion in general. For when any Sum of Money is raiſed fe 
the Service of the enſuing Year, by contracting a new Ded 
and creating a new Fund for the Payment of that Debt, i 
is ſubjecting the Nation to 9; leaſt double that Sum i 
the End 25 in every ſuch Caſe, the Nation is oblie 
to pay Intereſt for the Money raiſed, and the Expences of < 
lecting for many Years, beſides paying the Principal at lf 
this ſhews the Loſs the Nation ſuſtains by the contra 
of any ſuch Debt for the current Service, By a lay 
Continuation of ſuch Meaſures the People may come to 
be ſo loaded with Taxes, and thoſe Taxes ſo much engaped 
for the Payment of former Mortgages, that it may be in 
poſſible for his Majeſty, or ſome of his Sueceſſors, to w 
dicate the Rights of the Nation, without loading then 
with heavier Taxes than they are able to bear, wha 
may very probably raiſe a general Diſaffection again 
preſent happy Eſtabliſhment ; and may be of the moſt dun 
rous Conſequence even to the Creditors themſelves ; fori 
ever we ſhould be reduced to ſuch Circumſtances, that e 
ther the Nation muſt be ruined, or the publick Creditors id 
unpaid, it is eaſy to ſee which Side of the Dilemma vod 
be choſen. The proper Method to prevent our runnj 
Debt is to diminiſh our yearly Expence ; but as the Nu 
ber of our Forces for the Service of the enſuing Year i 
already been agreed to; I cannot now propoſe any Du 
nution of our Expence for this Year. We have already gn 
ed a great Part of the Supplies neceſſary for the Service, ui 
ve are to go this Day into a Committee of Ways and Meas 
for raifing thoſe Supplies. What Methods may then . 
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wew Funds ; otherwiſe we run the H ing our 
Pofterity to the Want even of the Neceſſaries of Life, that 


, b 

ones ve ourſelves may live in Afluence; for this Reaſon, before 
3 ad ve go into the Committee of Ways and Means, I ſhall take 
de Liberty to move to reſolve, © That this Houſe will raiſe 
Ein the Year the Supplies neceſſary for the current Ser- 
Li BY rice.” Mr Sandys being ſeconded by Sir John Barnard and 
akin A Mr Willimot, the fame was oppoſed by Sir William Yonge, 


Mr Winnington, Mr Heathcote, and Sir Robert Walpole as 
follows : 


dir, 

'If the Queſtion, now before us, depended ſolely upon the 
Iflvence this Nation has at preſent in the Councils of all 
the Powers of Europe, or upon the Regard our Neighbours 
hve ſhewn to this Nation in all their Meaſures, a few 
Words would be ſufficient to ſhew, that we ought not to 
ame to any ſuch Reſolution as has been propoſed ; for it is 
rain that we never had a greater Influence than we have 
u preſent in every Court of Europe, and that Influence is 
handed upon the ſtrongeſt Reaſon ; becauſe our Neighbours 
al know very well, that we have now two Funds ſufficient 
ls jupporting any War we may be engaged in, and which 
* can upon ary ſuch Occaſion make uſe of, without over- 
ding the Subject, or raiſing Diſcontent in the Nation:; 
nd theſe Funds are the Land-Tax and the Sinking-Fund. 
The' our landed Gentlemen would think it hard to pay 4 s. 
nite Pound Land-Tax, during a Time of Peace, yet they 
wuld rot certainly grudge that Tax, if they ſaw the Na- 
wn neceſſarily involved in a War; and tho' the Sinking- 
tud is to be applied in the moſt religious Manner to the 
zzment of our old Debts, yet, in of a War, I believe 
„ Gentleman will ſay, but that it would be proper to ſuſ- 
dad ſuch Payments ( eſpecially as none of the publick 
Uncitors are deſirous of having their Money) and to apply 
let Fund towards ſupporting the War ; ſo that our Neigh- 
ws know extremely well that we have a Revenue of above 
w Millions, beſides our uſual Supplies, which we may 
wt towards ſupporting a War without laying any new Tax 
Ne our People. | 

I ſhall 
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Debate thereon. 
Sir John Barnard, 
Mr Willimot. 
Sir W. Yonge. 
Mr Winning ton. 
Vr Heathcote, 
Sir R. Walpole. 
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© T ſhall admit, Sir, that the Sinking Fund would be 
Gainer, by the Reduction of the Intereſt payable upon the 
old Funds, and that it would be an Advantage to the Na. 
tion to have the Sinking Fund increaſed ; but I very much 
queſtion if it would be poſſible to reduce the Intereſt payable 
upon our old Funds lower than it is at preſent, even tho ye 
ſhould never hereafter contract one Shilling new Debt. J 
have indeed heard of a great many Projects for that Purpoſe; 


and ſome of them have appeared well in Theory, but when 


they came to be examined, it has always been found that 


they would not do in Practice, and therefore they have bee 
laid afide : Beſides, Sir, it would be an Experiment of the 
moſt dangerous Conſequence, to reduce the Intereſt payable 
upon our old Funds lower than it is at preſent, becauſe it 
would probably induce Foreigners to draw their Money il 
at once out of our Funds, which would of courſe bring our 
publick Credit into great Diſtreſs, and would drain us of il 
the ready Specie now circulating in the Nation ; and if the 
publick Credit of the Nation ſhould be once brought into 
any great Diſtreſs, moſt of our own People would take the 
Alarm, which would run it ſo low, that the Reſtoring of it 
would be impracticable. 

* Another Confideration, Sir, of great Weight with me, 
is, That we cannot well reduce the Intereſt upon our publick 
Funds any lower than it is at preſent, without reducing at 
the ſame Time the Intereſt of Money in general; and I an 
perſuaded the reducing the Intereſt of Money in general, to 
2 lower Rate than what it is at preſent, would bring Ln 
Difficulties upon all Ranks of Men in the Kingdom. With 
reſpect to the publick Creditors the Difficulties are app 
rent ; for a third Part of their yearly Income has been taken 
from them by the Reduction already made; and if a farther 
Reduction of one per Cent. ſhould be made, they would 
then have but one half of that Revenue, which they ſuppoſed 
they were to have when they firſt lent their Money to the 
Publick. 

Then with reſpect to the Landed Gentlemen, the . 
ducing Intereſt ſo low would be a great Hardſhip, for they 
would be obliged to give each of their younger Children at 
leaſt 5 or 60001. whereas when Intereſt is at 5 or 6 # 
Cent. one half of that Sum will enable them to live in: 
genteel M-,-rer ; ſo that the reducing of Intereſt ſo los 


would lay all our Landed Gentlemen under a Neceflty of 


ruining their Eſtates, or at leaſt of mortgaging them ve 
deeply, to provide for their younger Children. And laſt, 
Sir, with reſpe& to the Trading Part of the Nation, *® 
very well known, that every Branch of Trade in the King: 
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ind a farther Reduction of Intereſt would drive ſo many 
uo Trade, that no Man could live by any Trade he could 
ein. Even our Borrowers of Money, Sir, or Gentle- 
nen who owe any. Money at Intereſt, would be reduced to 
Difficulties ;-for the Profit to be got by lending Maney, 
or by leaving Money in any Man's Hand at Intereſt; would 


Way ; this would of courſe bring a general Demand upon 
A thoſe in the Kingdom who owe any Money at Intereſt, 


to find any Money for anſwering that Demand. From all 
which I think it inconſiſtent with the publick Good of the 
Nation, and with that of every particular Man, to reduce 
the Intereſt payable upon our publick Funds lower than it is 
a preſent. Whatever may be the Conſequence with reſpect 
w Miniſters, I am very certain, Sir, it would be an Expe- 
dent of very bad Conſequence with reſpe& to his preſent 
Majeſty, to load his People with Taxes which they may 
tink unneceſſary 3 for the People will always pay volunta- 
rly and freely ſuch Taxes as they think are abſolutely ne- 
ſary for the Support of the Natlon, but it will always 
ruſe Diſaffection to the King upon the Throne, to load the 
People with Taxes which they think unneceſſary at the 
Time they are laid on. It is for this Reaſon that in Time 
of War, a Government may venture to ſubje& the People 
to Taxes, which would raiſe terrible Complaints, if they 
ſhould be raiſed in Time of Peace; and for the ſame Rea- 
ln | am of Opinion, that we ought rather to convert a Part 
of the Sinking Fund to the current Service of the Year, 
um to increaſe any of our old Taxes, or load the People 
Fith any new; for as there is at preſent no Demand for 
fing off any of our old Debts, and as none of the publick 
Creditors defire to have their Money, I am convinced the 
Cenerality of the People would think it unneceſſary to load 
wm with any new Tax, when they know we have ſuch a 
Fund, to which we may have Recourſe for making good the 
Grrent Service of the Year ; and therefore we may pre- 
lane, that the loading of them at preſent with any new Tax 
Fould raiſe a general Diſaffection to his preſent Majelty's 
Ferſon and Government, and conſequently be a moſt perni- 

ous Expedient. 
lt has been ſaid, that by contracting a new Debt, and 
Mating a new Fund for the current Service of the Year, 
te Nation comes at laſt to be loaded with double the Sum 
0 ed, by Means of the Intereſt and Expences of Manage- 
dent, which they are obliged to pay yearly till the Princi- 
N be paid off: But I cannot admit of the Juſtneſs * 3 
alcu- 


de ſo ſmall, that no Man would think of employing it in that 


ud at the ſame Time would render it impoſſible for them 


i. one half of our Tradeſmen to live by their Buſineſs ; Amo g. Geo. u. 
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contracted, has occaſioned any great new 
the Fund for paying off that Debt has 
mitted to the Offices already erected, fo 
ſioned no additional Expence, but chat o 
two or three Under Clerks to ſome of 
eftabliſhed : And as to the Intereſt paid year! 
tion, does not every private Man fave that I 
or make as mach by the Share which he muſt oth 
duted to that principal Sum, in caſe it had been raifed wit 
in the Year ? If every Man in the Nation ſhould be obliss 
this Year to contribute 10 8. towards the current Service 
the Year, does not he loſe the Intereſt of that 10s..for d 
Years to come? And if by borrowing a Sum of Money uy 
the publick Credit at 3 or 4 fer Cent. that 10 8. ſhould by 
left in every private Man's Pocket, may he not malte eve 
Year 5 per Cent. of that Money ſo left in his Pocket? Fr 
hence it muſt be „that the contraſting of a 
Debt at a low Intereſt, inſtead of raiſing the Money with 
the Year, is an Advantage rather than a Loſs to the Nati 


in 

2 the Forces neceſſary for the Service of the 
ſuing Year both by Sea and Land, have been already 
to, they muſt be provided for ſome Way or other ; and 
the uſual Taxes ſhall be found inſufficient for that Pune 
every one knows we have but three Ways to make goal 
that Deficiency. We muſt make it good either by increxing 
fome old Taxes, or by laying on new Taxes, or by uli 
ſo much from the Sinking Fund as will make good 
Deficiency. As for the firſt Method, none of our old Tur 
will admit of any Increaſe, except the Land-Tax ; 1 
conſidering the heavy Load that has for many Years hl 
upon the Landed Gentlemen of this Kingdom, I am re 
ſurprized, that they have ſo long allowed themſelves w 
ſo loaded by the Trading Intereſt ; therefore for the ſale a 
Prudence, as well as Juſtice, we ought not to think of v 
creaſing the Land-Tax ; and I hope, in all oùr fature Me 
fares, we ſhall impoſe ſuch Taxes as may fall with an eu 
Weight upon all the Subjects, in Proportion to their yer 
Revenues or Profits, whether thoſe yearly Revenues and i 
| fits proceed from Land, Trade or Money. With reſpef'# 
the ſecond Method, I wiſh with all my Heart ſeveral of 8 
Luxuries which have been lately introduced, or very m 
increaſed, were taxed more heavily than they are at preſet 
But I am of Opinion, that it is a dangerous Experime 7 
lay on any new Tax, in a Time of profound Peace, e 
upon the Luxuries of Life; eſpecially as it is — 
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aun, that we haye another Fund to which we may have 
d-courſe, without injaring in the leaſt the publick Credit of 
te Nation, or laying any additional Load upon any Rank 
people: And if we ſhould venture upon any ſuch Mea- 
Gre. it would not be to make uſe of any ſuch Tax 
ur the current Service of the Year, becauſe it is impoſſible 
o gueſs how much the Produce of a new Tax will amount 
d and I cannot think it would be right to appropriate an 
acertain Produce for the Payment of a certain Sum. It 
«well known, that a greft Part of the Debts we are now 
laded with, and of which ſome Gentlemen take all Occa- 
ons to complain in the moſt grievous Manner, were occa- 
boned by that very Method of laying on a new Tax, the 
Produce of which muſt always be uncertain, and appropri- 
ating that uncertain Produce towards the Payment of a cer- 
ain dum; therefore if Gentlemen have a Mind to lay any 
ew Taxes upon the Luxuries of Life, I ſhall not be againſt 
t; but I hope they will order the whole Produce to remain 
n the Exchequer, in order to attend the future Diſpoſition 
f Parliament ; for before next Seſſion the Amount of ſuch 
ew Tax will be known, or may be nearly gueſſed at, and 
ten it may ſafely be appropriated to the current Service 
the then enſuing Year ; or be made a Fund for anſwering 
tte current Service of that Year. Whether the uſual Taxes 
vil be ſufficient to anſwer the Services already voted, ard 
te other Services that may be thought neceſſary for the 
erſuing Year, I ſhall not pretend to determine; but if they 
we rot, I think it is plain that we muſt have Recourſe to the 
Smcirg Fund, as the moſt proper Method of providing for 
#y Deficiercy : However, we are not at preſent to deter- 
fire this Queſtion abſolutely ; when Gentlemen begin to 
der of Ways and Means for raiſing the Sums neceſſary 
vr the Service of the enſuing Year, they opght, and they 
erunly will agree to raiſe 1 in that Manner, which 
5 appear to be the leaſt burthenſome to the People; and 
dercſore I think it would be very wrong in us, to reſtrain 
ouſelres in the Manner propoſed by the Motion now before 
b. But that we may be left altogether free to do in this 
leſpect what we may think proper when we go into the 
Cemmitiee of Ways and Means, I ſhall propoſe, that the 
Ferro Queſtion may be put, with regard to the Queſtion 


ts before us. 


te the Motion, as follows : 

IE bas been often obſerved, That new Meaſures muſt al- 
de ſupported by new Doctrines, and it may as juſtly be 
Herred, that wrorg Meaſures muſt be ſupported by wrong 

Vat. IV. 8 Doctrines. 


To this it was yr by the ſame Members, who were v 
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2s. in the Pound, we cannot provide for the yearly Supplies 
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Anno 9. Geo, u. Doctrines. This is the Caſe with reſpect to the Queſt 


now before us. The Doctrines advanced in favour of that 
Meaſure againſt which the preſent Queſtion is intended, at 
all ſo deceitful, that they are a plain Proof that the Meaſum 
muſt be wrong. What Influence our Miniſters may think 
they have in the Councils of Foreign Powers, I ſhall not de. 
termine ; but I am ſure it does not appear that we have 
reat Influence, either from the Advantages that have hen 
tely obtained in Favour of this Nation, or from the lus 
Behaviour of ſome of our Neighbours towards our Allis 
I hope it will not be ſaid, that the Courts of Vienna and 
Madrid had any great Regard for us, when they concludet 
that Treaty of Vienna which produced the Treaty of 
Hanover, and made ſuch a Buſtle in Europe; and I an 
ſure it cannot be ſaid, that the Courts of Paris, Madrid 
and Turin, ſhewed any great Regard for us, when they made 
that private Alliance, by which they parcelled out amorg 
them, our Ally the Emperor's Dominions in Italy; nor 
can it, I think, be ſaid, that the Emperor placed any gre 
Confidence in our Aſſiſtance, when, in order to obtain x 
Peace, he agreed to yield up to France the whole Dutchy d 
Lorrain. 
© I have not the Honour, Sir, to be in the Secret of A. 
fairs, therefore I muſt judge from publick Appearance; 
and from them it is to me evident, that our Influence has of 
late greatly decayed, and will, I am afraid, decay more ad 
more: Foreigners, Sir, know our Circumſtances better tin 
we ſeem to do ourſelves: They know that now, aſter : 
Term of twenty Years Peace, our publick Debts are very teu 
as great, and our Circumſtances as bad as they were at the 
End of the laſt War: They know that by a Land- Tu d 


we think neceſſary, even in Time of Peace, without rut- 
ning ourſelves into ſome new Debt, to the Amount of 5 o« 
Goo, ooo l. yearly, or taking ſo much from the Sinking 
Fund; and they know that, as the Sinking Fund we ron 
have ariſes wholly from our Conſumptions being mud 
greater in Time of Peace than in Time of War, the great 
eſt Part of it would be annihilated in caſe we ſhould engig 
in a War; from which, every Foreigner muſt concluce, 
and I ſhould think every Engliſhman too, that with 4.5. U 
the Pound Land-Tax, we could not raiſe 500,000 l. a Yet 
more than has been found neceſſary for {oporting car Gs 
vernment in Time of Peace; and that therefore we could 
not ſupport a War without loading the People with men 
new Taxes, or greatly increaſing thoſe we now have; der 
ther of which, I am afraid, our People would patiently ſud- 


mit to. 
« Now, 
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« Now, Sir, give me Leave to conſider the extraordinary Annog. Geo. u. 
Doctrines advanced, for the Support of that Meaſure which Rd 
the oppoſing of this Queſtion ſeems to point at : In the firſt 
Pace we are told, it would not be poſſible for us to reduce 
the Interell payable upon our old Debts, even tho' we ſhould 
ever contract any new Debt: This, Sir, is contrary to one 
of the moſt eſtabliſhed Maxims, which is, That the natural 
ſntereſt of Money muſt always depend upon the Proportion 
there is in any particular Country between the Demand for 
borrowing Money at Intereſt, and the Demand for lending 
Money at Intereſt ; for as we have a Sinking Fund capable 
of paying off a very large Sum yearly, if we never per- 
rected any Part of that Fund, which is always the ſame 
zich contracting a new Debt, we ſhould be every Year di- 
niniſhing the Demand for borrowing, and increaſing the 
Demand for lending; ſo that the natural Intereſt of Money, 
would neceſſarily of itſelf decreaſe, without any Projects for 
tat Purpoſe. | | 

© This, I fay, Sir, would of courſe happen in a few Years ; 
but even at preſent, if no new Debts were to be contracted, I 
not know but Methods might be found for reducing imme- 
itely the Intereſt of all our Funds to 3 and a half, per- 
haps to 3 per Cent.. what theſe Methods may be, I ſhall not 
ute upon me to mention, becauſe ſome Gentlemen ſeem 
reſolved that no Propoſition ſhall be received, except thoſe 0 
ofered by themſelves. And to frighten us from any ſuch 
Projetts, we are told, that the Foreigners would, in ſuch 
: Caſe, draw their Money out all at once, and drain us of 
Ude current Specie in the Kingdom; but to thoſe who 
wcerſtand the Circumſtances of Europe, and are appriſed _ 
o the Lowneſs of Intereſt in ſome Countries, and the Pre- 
cnouſneſs of the Security in others, this muſt appear to be 
2 meer Bug bear, _ 

Beſides, Sir, the Thing would either be in itſelf impoſ- 
lie, or it is an Event we have no Occaſion to be afraid 
«; for if Foreigners ſhould all at once reſolve to ſell out, 
: would either run the Price of all our Funds a great deal 
low Par, or it would not; if it did, they would be obliged 
" ſuſpend their Reſolution, and take 3 per Cent. rather than 
Aout a 1001. Stock for 80 or 90 1. in ready Money; and 
! their ſelling out did not run the Price of our Stocks be- 
bw Par, we can have no Occaſion to be afraid of any ſuch 
*eſolotion ; becauſe their ſelling out could not ruin our pub- 
ack Credit, and the ready Specie they could carry out would 
bon be replaced by the general Balance of our Trade, if 
Ke tad no Intereſt to pay yearly to them ; for it has been 
many Years, and while it continues, it muſt always be a 
*:9'2 Drawback upon our general Balance of Trade, to 

8 2 have 


Annog. Ceo. U. have a Sum of 4 or 500,000 1. ſent yearly out of the NM: 
1735-3% tion, in order to pay the Intereſt due to them, every Parthing 
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of which is entirely loſt to us ; becauſe the whole is 
them in their own Countries, or converted into 
here, to increaſe their future yearly Demand. 

Another Paradox, advanced againſt the Queſtion noy 
| before us is, That the reducing the Intereſt of Money in g 
neral, would bring great Difficulties upon all Ranks -of Ma 
in the Kingdom. This, Sir, is evidently contrary to 250. 
ther eſtabliſhed Maxim, which is, That the lower the l. 
tereſt of Money is in any Country, the more Nouriſhing i 
muſt be in its Trade and Commerce: grant, that i 
would diminiſh the Revenue of our publick Creditor, 2 
well as of all other Money-Lenders, but it would not d. 
miniſh their Capital, and thoſe that could not live idly apa 
the Intereſt of their Money, would be obliged to betals 
themſelves to Trade, or to ſome other mduſtrious Employ- 
ment, which might be a Service to themſelves, and a cen 
Advantage to their Country. 


fpent by 
Princip 


* As to the Landed Gentlemen, I am ſurprized, Sir, u = 
hear it ſaid, that the reducing of Intereſt would be a H. 3 
ſhip upon them, confidering how many, I am afraid ta pe 
many of them, are like their Country, involved in Del r 
and Mortgages. On the contrary, it would be a great Ad Me 
vantage to every Landed Gentleman in the Kingdom, be : 
cauſe, beſides reducing the Interelt he is to pay for the b C 
he owes, if he has any, it would greatly increaſe the Var 5er 
of his Lands, as well as of all the Lands in the Ring; ** 
and as for his younger Children, he would be under no M. 
ceſſity to give them any greater Fortunes than before; bu Les 
if he were, a Mortgage of 60001. at 3 per Cent. is wil ** 
greater Burthen upon an Eſtate, than a M of! the 
that Sum at 6 per Cent. Intereſt ; and if any Part of de ben 
Eſtate were to be ſold for the raiſing of that Money, as de r 
Price of Lands will always riſe in Proportion as the Interi * 
of Money falls, when Money comes to be at 3 per Cat, the 
Intereſt, the ſame Parcel of Land to be ſold, will then fetch the 
Gooo l. which would have ſold but for 30001. when Money of 
was at 6 per Cent. I do not know what the honounbe © 
Gentleman means by enabling younger Children to live i p 
a gentee! Manner; unleſs he means in an idle and extras * 
gant Manner; and the fewer there are of ſuch Perſons in * 
any Country, I am ſure it is the better for the County * 
which would be the Conſequerce in the preſent Caſe: For 
tew Gentlemen could propoſe that their younger Children > f 
ſhould live upon the Intereſt of the Fortunes they could git * 


them, they would breed them all up to ſome Trade ol be. 
ſineſs; ſo that inſtead of a great Number of idle and ex: 
vagat: 
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ezgant Gentlemen, we ſhould have a great Number of in- ang Geo. g 


4aftridus and frugal Tradeſmen or Merchants; and which 


1935-496. © 


woutd be of moſt Advantage to the Country, is very eaſy to 


It is, Sir, a very great Miſtake, to imagine that there 
can be in any Country too great a Number of Merchants and 
Tradeſmen, or. that any Sort of 'Trade, which deſerves that 
Name, can be overſtocked. Shopkeeping, or any other Bu- 
ines, which tends to ſupport the Luxury of a People, may, 


is true, be overſtocked ; and it is always a Diſadvantage to 


the People to have too great a Number of ſuch among 
them ; but as for Merchants, Manufacturers, and Mecha- 
nicks, there can never be too great a Number of them in 
ary Country ; becauſe the more there are of them, the more 
foreign Trade the Nation will have, the greater its Exports 
will be, and the more eaſy will it be for every particular 
Man, if he be induſtrious and frugal, to provide a Support 
for himſelf and Family. This is juſtified by Experience in 
zl Countries, and in all Times; and therefore among the 
many other Misfortunes attending our, publick Funds, this 
may be reckon'd as one, that a great Number of our Peo- 
je are thereby enabled to live ah upon the Intereſt of their 


oney, which muſt neceſſarily diminiſh the Number of our 


Merchants, Manufacturers, and Mechanicks. ; 

* To imagine, Sir, that the reducing of Intereſt to 3 per 
Cent. would bring any Diſtreſs upon thoſe who have Occaſion 
tor Money, is ſomething very new; for the more Trade 
there is in a Country, the more Money there will al- 
Ways be to be lent at Intereſt ; and thoſe who have more Mo- 
dey by them than they can make uſe of in their Trade, will 
aways lend it upon good Security, even at 1 per Cent. ra- 
ther than keep it in their own Coffers. But upon this Occa- 

I cannot omit taking Notice, that in this Reſpect too, 
our publick Funds are of great Detoiment to the Trade and 
Pivate Credit of the Nation, becauſe the monied Men of 
tne Kingdom have ſo ready a Way of getting an Intereſt for 


their Money by Means of theſe Funds, that taey never think 


lending their Money to private Men, but at an extrava- 
Ent Intereſt or Premium; by which Means our private Cre- 
Ct between Man and Man is very much leſſened, and great 
dms of Money drawn out of Trade, which is therefore a 
10 ſtrong Argument in favour of the Queſtion now be- 
vs, 
Ide People, Sir, never grudge the contributing what 
5 neceſſary for the Support of the Government in Time of 
Pexce, no more than they grudge what is neceſſary for the 
port of the Government in Time of War: The only 
(ung they grudge is, to find the Nation loaded with an 


Expence 
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Anno 9. Geo. . Expence that is not neceſſary, or the Money they contribu 
— improperly applied; and tho' the perverting of the Sinkin 

Fund, or running the Nation in Debt, may prevent th 
People of the preſent Generation from being ſenſible of 2 
unneceſſary Expence, and conſequently may prevent their in. 
quiring ſtrictly into that Expence, yet ſuch a Meaſure vil 
make the preſent Expence fall with double Weight un 
their Poſterity, and when they find themſelves obliged u 
ſubmit to heavy new Taxes, becauſe all the Old ſtand en 
ged for the Payment of old Debts, which will certain 
be the Caſe as ſoon as the Nation comes to be engaged i 
any War, they will then with Reaſon complain, that an in 
ſupportable Load has been thrown upon them, for the Sake 
of a temporary Eaſe given to their Anceſtors. This may 
very probably raiſe a general Diſaffection to the preſent Eſab 
liſhment, and it will be the more dangerous, becauſe it 
will happen at a Time when our Enemies will certainly be 
in Earneſt about playing the Pretender upon us. This Con- 
ſideration muſt, in my Opinion, have great Weight with 
every Gentleman, who has a ſincere Regard for the illufti 
ous Family now upon the Throne, and eſpecially for that 
Royal Prince, who, 'tis to be hoped, will one Day ſway the 
Scepter of this Kingdom; for by thus perverting the Sink- 
ing Fund, or running the Nation into new Incumbrances, 
even in Time of Peace, he may be left in ſuch Diſtreſs, a 
not to have it any Way in his Power to ſupport the Gover- 
ment with any Luſtre, or to vindicate the Rights of the 
Nation with any Vigour. | 
That no new Office or Officer has lately been created 
may be true, but, Sir, we know that a very great anda 
very grievaus Office, and a great Number of Officers, were 
lately revived in Purſuance of the ſame Meaſures now pointed 
at; [The Salt-Tax. See Vol II. p. 159.] and we likewiſe 
know that the collecting of our Taxes, and the managing of 
our Funds, coſt the Nation a moſt prodigious Sum of Money 
yearly, a much greater Sum, I believe, than is neceſſary far 
that Purpoſe ; for if a narrow Scrutiny were made into that 
Affair, I am convinced it would be found, that the Buſinels 
of two or three Offices might be managed by one, without 
employing a greater Number of Officers and Clerks in that 
one, than is now employed in any one of the three; ſo that 
ſeveral Offices, and a great Number of Officers and Clerks 
; might be laid aſide, by which a very large Sum of Money 
| might be ſaved yearly to the Publick. This would cot- 
tribute greatly towards preventing our loading the People 
with new or additional Taxes, or running the Nation in Deb. 
by creating new Funds, or perverting the old ; and this the 
People would certainly infiſt on, if they were * 


61430) : 
nude ſenſible of the Sums neceſſary for the publick Service; Anno 9. Geo. U. 
\t this, it may be preſumed, will always be avoided by 57353 
ole who have the Difpoſal of ſuch, Jucrative Poſts and 
Employments. wy 
It has been inſinuated, as if it were an Advantage to 
the People to run the Nation in Debt yearly, rather than 
niſe the Sums neceſſary within the Year ; becauſe the 
Money is thereby ſaved in every private Man's Pocket; of 
which he may, as long as he keeps it in his own Poſſeſ- 
fon, make an Intereſt or a Profit of 5 per Cent. perhaps 
note; whereas the Publick may borrow at 3 per Cent. or 4 
u moſt; and from the ſame Way of Reaſoning, it may be 
zrpued, that it will be an Advantage to the People to run 
the Nation every Year into ſome new Debt, and never pay 
of one Shilling of the old. But do not we know, Sir, that 
in all Countries, People look upon the publick Taxes as a 
Part of their yearly Expence ; when thoſe Taxes are high, 
erery Man muſt contract his yearly Expence in. other Arti- 
ces, and when the publick Taxes are low, every Man may, 
ad generally does launch out a little into Expences u 
other Articles, which he would otherwiſe have ſaved ; fo 
that if by borrowing a Sum of Money upon the publick 
Credit for the Service of this Year, we ſhould prevent our 
being under a Neceſſity of impoſing a Tax of Ten Shillings 
won every Man in the Kingdom, that Ten Shillings would 
tot be ſaved and laid out at Intereſt by any Man in the 
Kingdom, at leaſt not by any Man, I believe, with a View 
to anſwer his Share of the Principal and Intereſt of that Sum 
that had been borrowed by the Publick : No, Sir, every 
Me would live in his uſual Way, as if no ſuch Ten Shil- 
lng had been, or were ever to be paid; no Man would 
contract his uſual annual Expence on account of his Share 
«f that Sum borrowed by the Publick ; ſo that the Sum 
b borrowed by the Publick, and the Intereſt thereof, would 
remain a Charge upon every Man's Poſterity, without their 
ming any Thing left them by their Anceſtor for anſwering 
let Charge. Even the Poſterity of the moſt frugal Man in 
tte Kingdom would not be One Shilling the richer, on ac- 
court of that Ten Shillings which was ſaved in the Pocket 
if their Anceſtor ; becauſe he might have ſaved Ten Shil- 
ungs of his yearly Expence in any one Year, and would 
certainly have ſaved it, if he had found himſelf under a Ne- 
elity of paying a Tax of Ten Shillings to the Publick. 
Sir, we have ſeen of late Years ſeveral Attempts made 
rw a Diviſion, and to breed a Diſſenſion between the 
Laded Intereſt and the Trading Intereſt of this Nation; 
but ſuch Attempts will, I hope, always prove fruitleſs, for 
"67 Intereſts are inſeparable, and will always be _ 


 Aineg. Ge. fo by every Man who has a Reſpect for either, Ther 4 


— Gentleman of any Senſe in the Kinglom, t 


| becauſe the creating of new Funds will always increaſe tht 


1 


- 


knows how greatly the Rents of his Eſtate be dim. 
niſhed, if our Trade ſhould be undone ; and therefore he 
will never conſent to the throwing of any unneceſſary By, 
then upon it. There is not a Trading Man in the Kine. 
dom, of any Conſequence, but has a View to fettle hinkif 
or his Pofterity in a Land-Eſtate, and therefore he will new 
agree to the throwing of any unneceſſary Burthens u 
Land: But, Sir, there has been lately a third Intereſt rear 
up in this Kingdom, inconſiſtent with both: I mean, gy, 
the Intereſt ' of thoſe concerned in our public Funds : Thi 
is an Intereſt for the Support of which both our Landed Is 
tereſt, and our Trading Intereſt are now greatly diftreſſed; 
and it is an Intereſt which ſome Gentlemen ſeem to hare x 
much greater Regard for than for either of the other two: 
Such Gentlemen will, I believe, always be for creating ney 


Funds, as long as we have any Thing left rings 0 
any Thing upon which a new ar additional Tax can be laid; 
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Intereſt which they ſeem to have ſo much at Hear ; ad 
will prevent its being ever in our Power to diminiſh thoſe 
Annuities we are obliged to pay them; but they ought 1 
confider, that the Number of Men concerned in our Landed 
and Trading Intereſt, muſt always be much er than the 
Number of thoſe concerned in our Funds; fo that if Prop 
find that either our Landed Intereſt, and our Trading lntert 
muſt be deſtroyed, or our publick Fund Intereft annihilated 
it is eafy to ſee upon whom the Ruin muſt fall; and ther- 
fore, if thoſe Gentlemen conſider right, they muſt conclude 
that it is againſt the Intereſt of the Proprietors of our Fund 
to make any Additions to them, or to divert that Money 
which is appropriated, and ought to be applied yearly, i e 
diminiſhing of them. — 

* Whether or no it ma to 1 den 
Taxes, I ſhall not — 8 I hope not, but if it bo 
be found neceflary, the Produce of a new Tax may be . 
propriated to the current Service, as well as the Produce df 
an old; becauſe if any Deficiency happen, it may and out 
to be made good out of the Grants 2 ſucceeding Year j 
for our preſent Debts did not proceed from ating the 
Produce of any new Tax, but from not taking Care to male 
good in every ſucceeding Year the Deficiencies, which had 
happened in the Grants for the Service of the former. We 
all know, Sir, how dangerous it is to have Money lying u 
the Exchequer unappropriated ; we know what a Tempe 
t. on it is for ſome Gentlemen to form extrava 
and to put theNation to a needleſs Expence : Nay, ur 
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Appr 
not an immediate abſolute Neceſſity to apply the Sums ſo 


62ned ; and our Experience in this Particular is one of the 
chief Reaſons, and one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments for the 
(ueſtion now before us; therefore if we agree to the laying 
om of any new Tax, I hope it will be immediately appro- 
priated to the Service of the enſuing Year. 

© The very Queſtion now before us is, whether we ought 
tolay a Reſtraint upon ourſelves, with reſpe& to the con- 
rating of any new Debt, or diverting the Sinking Fund 
fom that Uſe for which it was originally defigned, and to 
which it ſtands appropriated by the expreſs Words of thoſe 
As of Parliament by which it was eſtabliſhed ? The Re- 
mint now propoſed, is only for this Seſſion; but I wiſh 
the Reftraint were for all Seſſions to come; and I am ſure 
if we have any Regard for our Poſterity, if we have any Re- 
rd for the preſent illuſtrious Family, if we have any Re- 
zud for the future Happineſs, I may ſay Preſervation, of 
the Nation, we will at leaſt for this Seſſion act as if we 
were under ſuch a Reſtraint ; therefore there can be no 
Ham in laying ourſelves under any ſuch. And there is the 
more Occaſion for it, becauſe of the frequent Deviations 
we have lately made from this neceſſary Rule, and becauſe 
of the bad Uſe that may be made of ſome late Precedents ; 
fir if a Check be not ſpeedily put to ſuch Meaſures, as all 
Adminiſtrations are but fleeting Things, we may expect that 
erery Adminiſtration will . endeavour to make themſelves 
wy, and to put off the evil Day as long as they can, by 
contraſting ſome new Debt every Year, and mortgaging 
ome Part of the Sinking Fund as long as there is a Shilling 
of it left. As we have at preſent a pretty conſiderable Sink- 
Ing Fund, this Meaſure may perhaps ſupport the preſent 
Adminiſtration as long as it can well be ſuppoſed to laſt, 
ehecially if no War happens in the mean Time; but ſad and 
zeancholy will the Reckoning certainly come to be at laſt, 
"hen we find ourſelves engaged in a dangerous and expenſive 
War, our People loaded with as heavy Taxes as they can 
pallbly bear, and all thoſe Taxes mortgaged for the Pay- 
ent of Debts, except jaſt as much as may be ſufficient for 
de Support of our Civil Government. This Proſpect, Sir, 
Nes me a moſt terrible Alarm, and therefore I am moſt 
teantily for the Queſtion before us. 

Then the Queſtion being put, That the Queſtion be 
SM; it was Carried in the Negative without a Di- 
Non. 
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d Gro. Il: Feb. 17. The Houſe reſolv'd, Nem. Con. That George 

Heathcote, Eſq; was duely elected a Burgeſs for * 

Mr Heathcote voted Mr Sheppard the Petitioner having ſome Days before gm 
Southwark. up the Diſpute. 

A Petition cf the Feb. 20. A Petition of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peꝛq 

1 {Feace for the County of Middleſex, in their general Quarter 8c, 

at the excerave ſions aſſembled, was preſented to the Houſe and read, fe. 

3e of Sp:r:2u0's ting forth, That the drinking of Geneva and other diftilled 


Liquors, wich is 


ices ba Com: Spirituous Liquors, had for ſome Years paſt greatly i 
Hoare, * — the People of inferior Rank; = 
conſtant and exceſſive Uſe thereof had already 
Thouſands of his Majeſty's Subjects, and rend 
Numbers of others unfit for uſeful Labour and 
bauching at the ſame Time their Morals, and driving 
into all manner of Vice and Wickedneſs ; and that that per. 
nicious Liquor was then ſold, not only by the Diſtillers ad 
Geneva Shops but many other Perſons of inferior Trade; 
by which Means, Journeymen, Apprentices, and Servant, 
were drawn in to taſte, and by Degrees to like, approve, and 
immoderately to drink thereof ; and that the Petitioners ap 
prehended the publick Welfare and Safety, as well as the 
Trade of the Nation, would be greatly affected by it, z 
that Practice was dangerous ard miſchievous to the Health, 
Strength, Peace, and Morals, and tended greatly to dim 
niſh the Labour and Induſtry of his Majeſty's Subjects; ad 
therefore praying that the Houſe would take the Premis 
into their ſerious Conſideration, and appiy ſuch Remedy a 
the Houſe ſhould judge moſt proper. This Petition wa 
ordered to be referred to a Committee of the whole Houle; 
and it was reſolved that the Houſe would reſolve itſelf ws 
a Committee of the whole Houſe, on the 23d, to confider 
of the ſaid Petition. 
Four Reſolutions of Feb. 23. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into the fad 
tereupan, © Committee, Sir Joſeph Jekyll mov'd for the following Re 
ſolutions, viz. I. That the low Price of ns Liga 
was the principal Inducement to the exceſſive PETTYCS 
Uſe — iT That in order to prevent the excefire 
and pernicious Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, a Diſcouragemest 
ſhould be given thereto by a Duty to be laid on all loc 
Liquors by Retail. III. That the vending, bartering, & 
— the faid Liquors mag be may = — 
i blick Brandy-Shops, Victualling Hou 
— Ale. Tlouſgs — — and to ſuch Apotbec- 
ries and Surgeons, as ſhould make uſe of the ſame by v9 
of Medicine only. IV. That no Perſon keeping a pam 
Brandy-Shop, a publick Victualling Houle, Coffee. Houſe c 
Ale- Houſe, or being an Innholder, ſhould be 1 


; 


if 


Ten 


7 
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rend, barter, or utter the ſaid Liquors, but by Licence, 
with a Duty j thereupon. ; 

Theſe Reſolutions were all to without Debate in 
the Committee, and being next to the Houſe, 
vere there likewiſe agreed to. Then it was ordered, That 
the ſald Report be referred to the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to whom it was referred to conſider farther of Ways 
ud Means for raiſing the Supply. 

Feb. 24. The Houſe proceeded, according to Order, to 
the Hearing of the ſeveral Petitions, complaining of an 
undue Election and Return for the County of York, and 
the Deputy-Clerk of the Peace for the Eaſt-Riding of the 
fd County, having produced ſeveral Books, as the original 
Poll taken at the ſaid Election; and being examined as to 
the Time, Place, and Manner of the Delivery thereof to 
bin by the High-Sheriff of the faid County; the Counſel 
for the fitting Member, Sir Miles Stapylton, Bart. againſt 
whom only the Petitions were aimed, objected that the ſaid 

ks ought not to be admitted as Evidence, the ſame not 
tring been delivered over upon Oath, nor within the Time 
limited by Law, nor any Proof given, that no Alterations 

{ beca made therein after the ſaid Election, and before 
te (aid Delivery. Upon this Objection the Counſel of both 
des being heard, and the Preamble and the fifth Section of 

At made in the 1oth Year of Queen Anne, in- 
ded, An Ad for the more effeFual preventing fraudulent 
mymance:, in order to multiply Votes for electing Knights 
Aren ts ſerve in Parliament, was read, whereby it was 
ed, That in taking the Poll, the Sheriff, &c. ſhall 
eter the Place of the Elector's Freehold, and of his 
avoce, and ſhall mark Jurat. againſt his Name, and the 
Retaming- Officer ſhall, within twenty Days after the Elec- 
doe, deliver over to the Clerk of the Peace all the Poll- 
Boke, on Oath made before the two next Juſtices of the 
Peace, Quorum unus, £5 c. without Imbezzlement or Altera- 
doe; and in ſuch Counties where there are more than one 
Cerk of the Peace, then he ſhall deliver the original Poll- 
Boos to one, and the atteſted Copies to the reſt, to be 
preſerved amongſt the Records of the Seſſions of the Peace. 
den tne Journal of the Houſe of the 12th of March, 1727, 
2:15 to the Report from the Committee of Privileges 
« £.8t10n5, touching the Election for the County of Bucks 
read; after which the ſaid Clerk was again called in 
= ©X2nurEG as to the keeping of the ſaid Books, ſince the 
Def the ſaid Delivery thereof, and as to the taking 
Prot and collating the ſaid Books, and as to the Decla- 
ol tue ſaid High-Sheriff, and other Circumſtances 
debe 22 a tac Time of ſuch Delivery: Aſter which the 

T 2 following 
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inn, complaining 
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Anno 9. Geo. U. following Queſtion was propoſed, © That Books, called the 


A Bill ordered in, 


Number of Om 
cers in the Houſe 


Second Debate on 
de Yorkſhire E- 


Original Poll- Books of the laſt Election of Members to em 1. 
in Parliament for the County of Vork, produced by Rober b, 
Appleton, Deputy-Clerk of the Peace for the Eaſt-Ridi Ma 
of the ſaid County, and which were delivered over to hu M 
by the High-Sheriff of the ſaid County in open Court, x ] 
the Quarter. Seſſions of the Peace for the ſaid Riding, abou Wi tee, 


two Months after the ſaid Election, as the original Pa pl 
taken at the ſaid Election, and wl.ich have been kept h Da 
him the ſaid Deputy-Clerk of the Peace ever ſince among de nit! 
Records of the Seſſions of the Peace for the ſaid Riding, the BW xy 
ſaid Books not being delivered over by the ſaid Sheriff witha i row 
the Time, nor upon Oath, as required by the AR of eu 
10th Year of the Reign of Queen Anne, For the more ꝙ to 
Fectual preventing fraudulent Conveyances, in order te md. ie: 
tiply Votes for electing Knights of Shires to ſerve is be. lan 
liament, be admitted as Evidence? [ 
After Debate, the Queſtion being put, it was carried u tier: 
the Affirmative, by 201 to 164: Hereupon the ſaid Poll WW the 
Books, and Copies of them, were delivered in; and tha WW [mp 
it was ordered that the farther Hearing of the ſaid Petition but 
be adjourned to the 26th. WOU 
Feb. 25. Mr Sandys moved for Leave to bring in a N beer 
For the better ſecuring the Freedom of Parliaments, by la nc 
ing the Number of Officers in the Houſe of Commons ; i nul 
Leave was accordingly given, and Mr Sandys, Mr Greenvilk, the 
Mr Gore, and Mr Howe, were ordered to prepare ant to ſ. 
bring 1n the ſame. | ef t 
Feb. 26. The Houſe proceeded to the farther Hearing «AW t:0 
the Petitions complaining of an undue Return for the Cou-WliF-: t 
ty of York, and the Counſel for the Petitioner Sir Ros in:l 
Winn, Bart. and the other Petitioners, having propoſed, u Mor 
order to diſqualify John Maken, who voted for Sir Mis >k 
Stapylton at the ſaid Election, and then ſwore that he ws T 
Freeholder, to prove by Parol-Evidence, that he had un t 
Freehold at the Time of the ſaid Election, in the Pac "cu 
where he then ſwore that his Freehold did lie: The an- they 
ting of ſuch Evidence was objected to by the Counſel for wy ©: 
ſitting Member, who alledged, that no Man's Parol-Eridea Bl =: 
could be admitted, or received as any Proof, againſt the 4. ec {2 
fidavit of another Man; and the Counſel on both Sides bv Wor 
ing heard upon this Objection, and ſeveral Journals rea © 2 
to it read. the following Queſtion was propoſed, viz. © Tz Ft 
the Counſel for the Petitioners be admitted to give FLU 
Evidence, as to a Perſon being no Freeholder at the In nd 
of the Election, who ſwore himſelf then to be a F : 


holder * 


Tis 
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This Motion likewiſe occafioned a long Debate, but at Anno 9. Geo. . .; 
ut the Queſtion being put, it was carried in the Affirmative *. 
by 206 againſt oo after which the farther Hearing of the 
Matters of the ſaid Petitions was adjourned to the 2d of 

arch, 

15 27. The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Commit- 

tre, to conſider farther of Ways and Means for raifing the Sup- 

ply granted to his Majeſty, and the Surpluſſes ſtated at Lady- 

Day and Michaelmas having been referred to the ſaid Com- 

mitte, a Motion was made, That towards raiſing the Sup- 

ply granted to his Majeſty, his Majeſty be enabled to bor- 

row any Sum or Sums of Money not exceeding 600,000 J. Debate on a Mo- 
tan Intereſt not exceeding 3 1. per Cent. per Ann. by Loans the King to bers 
to be charged upon the Surpluſſes, Exceſſes, or overplus Mo- LC. 
wes commonly called the Sinking Fund, redeemable by Par- gli Fünl 
lament. : | 

Upon this Motion there was a Debate, in which the Cour- 
tiers urged, The Neceſſity of raiſing, ſome Way or other, 
the Supplies voted for the current Service of the Year ; the 
Inpoſlibility that there was of raiſing them any other Way, 
bat by throwing the Burden upon the landed Intereſt, which 
would be the more unreaſonable, becauſe that Intereſt had 


deen for many Years overloaded, and obliged to contribute 
lini WY noch more than their proportional Share towards the an- 
ul publick Expence ; the abſolute uncontroulable Right 
mile, the Parliament had to diſpoſe of the Sinking Fund yearly 
e u bv ſuch Purpoſes, as they ſhould think moſt for the Benefit 
ef the Nation in general; the Inconvenience of paying off 
go much of the publick Debt at once; the Unwillingneſs 
C de publick Creditors to receive their Money; and the 
wand BY (mal! Intereſt the Nation would be obliged to pay for what 
xd, w Money was neceſſary to be borrowed upon the Credit of the 
Mi hinking Fund.” 
wa 4 To this it was anſwered, © That the Supplies, neceſſary 
r the current Service of the Year, might have been greatly 
Place BN **<uced, if ſome Gentlemen had thought fit ; in which Caſe 
nder would not have been obliged either to throw an addi- 
e ©2221 Burden on the landed Intereſt, or to incroach upon 
dat Fund, which had always, till of late Years, been deem- 


I 


cc ſacred to the Payment of our publick Debts: That if 
Words in an Act of Parliament could appropriate any Sum 
9 2 particular Uſe, the Sinking Fund was originally appro- 
Prated, in the moſt expreſs Terms, to the Payment of the 
Faucs Debts contraſted before the Year 1715; and the 
cy Power that was left to future Parliaments, by its ori- 
£2 Conſtitution, was to diſpoſe of it to the Payment of 
1 of thoſe Debts, as ſhould at the Time be thought 
5% neceſſary to be paid off: That it would be happy = 

tie 


Anno 9. Geo. II. 
1735.35. 


f eo 1} 
the Nation, if they could pay off all their publick Debt 


once: That the Unwillingneſs of the publick Creditors 9 
receive their Money was a certain Sign of their having u 
advantageous Bargain; and was therefore a Demonſtration 
that it was the Intereſt of the Publick to pay them off as ff 
as poſſible : And that, tho' they might perhaps be able u 
borrow the Sum then propoſed at 3 1. per Cent. yet em 
at that Rate, it was adding to the future yearly Expence d 
the Nation a Sum of 18, ooo Il. per Ann. for ever; which 
tho' perhaps a ſmall Sum in the Eyes of Gentlemen wh 
dealt in Millions, was however a Sum, that might theres. 
ter be greatly wanted for the current Service of ſome ſax. 
ceeding Year: That conſidering the great Expence we hai 
been at in the then current Year, and the great Expence ye 
were like to be put to in the next, for the Defence of a [+ 
reign Nation, they were ſurprized to find that no Subfi 
had been received, nor any Sum like to be brought, x 
leaſt to the publick Account, for anſwering the Expence ye 
had been, or were like to be at on that Occaſion : That we 
found by Experience, no Nation would ſo much as promiſe 
us any Aſſiſtance, without our granting them a large annul 
Subſidy, to commence as ſoon as the Promiſe was made, and 
to be paid, tho' no ſuch Aſſiſtance ſhould ever be wanted: 
That even when ſome of our Allies bad, for very valuable 
Conſiderations, engaged to aſſiſt us at their own Expence, 
yet when that Aſſiſtance was required, they had always found 
Pretences for not complying, till we engaged to defray any 
Expence they ſhould be put to upon that Account : That 
it was certainly our Intereſt to protect our Allies, and to 
prevent any one of our Neighbours growing too powerful by 
conquering another; but if we always ſhewed ourſelves rex 
dy to protect the weakeſt Side at our own Expence, every 
one would find Pretences for throwing all the Burden upon 
our Shoulders, by which Management we muſt neceſlariy 
at laſt become the weakeſt of all our Neighbours; and 
having thus ſpent our whole Force, and thrown away al 
our Money in the protecting of others, we ſhould at laſt hare 
nothing left wherewithal to protect or ſupport ourſelves. 
To this it was replied again. That we had given 10 
Aſſiſtance, nor had lately put ourſelves to any Expence inthe 
Defence of any Nation, but what we were obliged to, nt 
only by the moſt ſolemn Treaties, but even for the Sake of 
our own Preſervation : 'That with regard to the Nation ſup 
poſed to be meant [ Portugal] it was very well known, that 
we were as much intereſted in the Defence and Preſervatiot 
of that Nation as of any other; and it was likewiſe kno, 
that we were far from being at all the Expence, for that Nation 
itſelf had been at a very great Expence in providing 72 


( 151 } 
own Defence, and a great Part of the Money laid out in 
dat Proviſion had been brought to this Kingdom: That as 
dat Affair was then upon the Anvil, it could not at this Time 
de fully explained, but a Time would come when it might; 
ind when that Time did come, the Houſe might then, if 
they thought fir, inquire into it ; upon which Occafion the 
Neceſſity, the Juſtice, and the Wiſdom of our preſent Con- 
aud would, they believed, be eaſily explained to the Satiſ- 
action of almoſt every Gentleman, who might then have 
the Honour of being a Member of that Houſe.” 

Then the Queſtion being put for agreeing to the Mo- 
tion, it was carried in the Affirmative without a Di- 


March 2. The Houſe having re- aſſum'd the Hearing of 


York, the Counſel for the Petitioners examin'd Joſhua Wil- 
ſon, in order to diſqualify the above-mentioned John Maken, 
having had no Freehold, at the Time of the ſaid Election, 
in the Place where he then ſwore that his Freehold did lie; 
and the ſaid Wilſon beginning to give Evidence of that Diſ- 


Maken, he was interrupted by the Counſel for the ſitting 
Member, who faid, That as the Houſe would not admit of a 
Man's Confeſſion, even before them, as an Evidence againſt 
bat he had ſwore at the Time of an Election, they would 
ot ſurely admit of a Man's private Confeſſion to a Neigh- 
bour in the Country, as an Evidence againſt what he had 
ore at the Time of an Election. Upon this the Counſel 
f both Sides were heard, and ſeveral Journals read, parti- 
larly the Reſolution of that Houſe of the 12th of Feb. 
ken laſt, in the Caſe of the Election of the Borough of 
Southwark, againſt admitting the Petitioner's Counſel to ex- 
mine Thomas Gaman, in Contradiction to his Oath at that 
Lleftion: And then the following Queſtion was propoſed, 
2. That the Counſel for the Petitioners be admitted to 
pre Evidence, as to what a Voter confeſſed of his having 
Io Freehold, who at the Time of the Election ſwore he 
ſed.” Upon this Motion there was alſo a Debate; but 
pon the Queſtion's being put, it was carried in the Affir- 
Mative by 181 to 132. 

After this the Counſel for the Petitioners proceeded to exa- 
nine the ſaid Wilſon and ſeveral other Witneſſes, in order 
d diſqualify ſeveral other Perſons, who vote for the ſaid 
Kung Member at the ſaid Election; and having begun to 
amine a Witneſs, in order to diſqualify one of thoſe Per- 
ons, to whom the Petitioners, in the Liſts by them deli- 
er d, purſuant to the Order of the Houſe of the 16th of 
Tay laſt, had objected, that he was not aſſeſſed, nor had 


* 


e Petitions relating to an undue Election for the County of 


qulification, by relating the Confeſſion of the ſaid John 
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Annog. Ce. U. A Freehold of 403. per Ann. in the Place, where, ut yy 
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Time of the ſaid Election, he ſwore that his Freehold di . 
lie; and it appearing that the Evidence, which the Wi. Wl *! 
neſs gave, tended to prove that ſuch Perſon had no Peha © 
at all there, he was interrupted in his Evidence by the Cour. ſt 
ſel for the ſitting Member, who ſaid, That by the ſaid Order, WW /* 
Petitioners were obliged to deliver to the fitting th 
Liſts of the Perſons intended by the Petitioners to be objety il © 
to, who voted for the fitting Members, giving in the (3 8 © 
Liſts the ſeveral Heads of Objection, and diſtinguiſhing the 
ſame againſt the Names of the Voters excepted to: That u 
the Petitioners had not objected to this Perſon that he ha * 
no Freehold at all, but only that he had not a Freehold of 
40 s. a Year, where, at the Time of the ſaid Election, he I 
ſwore that his Freehold did lie; therefore no Evidence v 
to be admitted for proving that he had no Freehold at al 1 
The Counſel of both Sides being heard upon this Objeftia, WW ; 
after ſome Debate, the Queſtion was put, and carried, That c 
the Counſel for the Petitioners be admitted to give Evidence 2 
as to a Perſon's having no Freehold at all, to whom the Pe. r 
titioners had objected, in their Liſt of Objections, that ſuch 1 
Perſon had not a Freehold of 40 s. per Aunum. Then the x 
farther Hearing of this Affair was adjourned to the 4th li- % 
ſtant. 
A Petition of the The fame Day a Petition of the Quakers was preſented 8 
Auleg to Tithes; to the Houſe, and read, ſetting forth, That notwithſland 
| ing the ſeveral Acts of Parliament made for the more ey KL 
Recovery of Tithes, Church-Rates, Oblations, and other 15 
Eccleſiaſtical Dyes, in a ſummary Way, by Warrant from 5 
Juſtices of the Peace; yet as the ſaid People conſcientiouly 75 
refuſed the Payment thereof, they were not only liable to, be 
but many of them had undergone grievous Sufferings by Pro * 
ſecution in the Exchequer, Eccleſiaſtical, and other 
to the Impriſonment of their Perſons, and the Imporentt- i 
ing and Ruin of them and their Families, for ſuch {mall fr 
Sums as were recoverable by thoſe Acts; and therefore pray- th 
ing, chat the Houſe would be pleaſed to take the Premiſe fn 
into Conſideration, and afford them ſuch Relief therein, 2 of 
A Bill order'din to the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet. Hereupon it was order d, th 
| that Leave be given to bring in a Bill to amend, and render Fr 
more effectual the Laws then in being, for the more ealy lik 
Recovery of Tiches, Church-Rates, Oblations, and other or 
Eccleſiaſtical Dues from the People called Quakers, and thal Al 


Mr * Glanville, Sir William F Yonge, Mr Henry Arche, 
and Mr Hampden, ſhould prepare and bring in the . 


* A Conmiſimer of the Revenue in Ireland. 
f Secretary at War, 
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March 8. The Houſe being in a Grand Committee on 228 

tte Supply, Sir Joſeph Jekyll mov'd to reſolve, That for all 
Spirituous Liquors, which any Retailer thereof ſhould, from sir J. Jekyl"s Mos 
nd after the 24th Day of June, 1736, be poſſeſſed of, there 79% 7 Gallon ts 
ſhould be granted to his Majeſty a Duty of twenty Shillings a Laas 
jer Gallon : But this was oppos'd by ſeveral Members, who 

thought the laying on ſo high a Duty was in ſome Meaſure 

1 Prohibition: And upon this Occaſion Mr William Pul - 

teney ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows: 


K 
— 
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Sir, ö q | 

] believe it will be admitted by every Gentleman, that the Mr Pulteney's 
conſtant and exceſſive Uſe of foivituors Liquors among the . INNG * 
inferior Rank of our People, is a Practice which has of late 
Years grown to a monſt'rous Height, and it will be as ge- 
nerally and as readily admitted, that this Practice is dange- 
rous and miſchievous to the Health, Strength, Peace; and 
Morals of the People ; and that it tends greatly to diminiſh- 
ing the Labour and Induſtry of his Majeſty's Subjects; there- 
fore I believe we ſhall all agree in this, that ſome Method 
ought to be taken for putting a Stop to this Practice; but 
whether it be neceſſary for this End, to lay a total Prohi- ” 
bition upon the Retail of ſuch Liquors, is a Queſtion that 
will, in my Opinion, admit of ſome Doubt, and deſerves 
dur moſt ſerious Conſideration, becauſe of the many bad 
Conſequences with which ſuch a Prohibition muſt certainly 
be attended. 

* Let us conſider, Sir, that the Diſtilling Trade is a Bu- 
fneſs which has been carried on by Royal Authority for 
about an hundred Years, and that it has been not only highly 
zpproved, but very much encouraged by ſeveral Acts of 
Parliament paſſed ſince the Revolution. Under ſuch pub- 
lick, ſuch great, and ſuch ſolemn Sanctions, what Perſon 
n the Kingdom could imagine that the Trade was in itſelf 
e or that it was inconſiſtent with the Health and 
Velfare of the People; no Man could: And accordingly 
great Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects, eſpecially within 
theſe laſt forty Years, have betaken themſelves to this Bu- 
lines, and have employed all the Money they were Maſters 
of in providing Materials proper for the Buſineſs. And far- 
ther, Sir, as the diſtilling of ſuch Spirits has met with great 
Encouragement from the Legiſlature for many Years paſt, ſo 
lixewiſe the Retail of them hath been ſo much encouraged, 
or at leaſt connived at, and there is not now an Inn, an 
Aedouſe, or a Coffeehouſe in the Kingdom, but what 
owes a great Part of its Profits to the Retail of ſuch Li- 
Bors: By which Means there are now ſuch Moltitudes 
* Families in the Kingdom who owe their chief, if not 
weir only Support to the diſtilling, or to the retailing 
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fuch Liquors, that they very well Pa the Cre aid the 


Conſideration of a Britiſh Houſe of Commons. The only 
Complaint now before us, Sir, is againſt the conſtant a 
exceflive Uſe of ſpirituous Liquors among Perſons of in. 
rior Rank: There is no Complaint againſt the Liquor 
themſelves, nor was it ever ſaid that a moderate 15 o 
any fort of ſuch Liquors was hurtful ; nay, it will be fant 
ed, I believe, that the moderate Uſe of them js upon may 
Occaſions convenient, if not neceſſary ; ſo at Ga wh 
Prohibition of ſuch Liquors by Retail we ſeem to be cim. 
ing the Remedy much farther than the Diſeaſe, even with 
reer to our home-made Spirits. But with reſpect to Run, 
Jam ſure there never was any Complaint againſt the conſtant 
and exceſſive Uſe of that Liquor among Perſons of inferiar 
Rank ; therefore I can ſee no Reaſon for putting a Sip 
to the Retail of that Liquor; and when we om Foe 
preſent low and diſtreſſed Condition of our Sugar-Coloni 
and that they are now chiefly ſupported by the Lale of ther 
Rum, I think we ought not to put almoſt an intire Stop to 
the Conſumption of that Liquor, without ſome very ſtrong 
and very urgent Reaſons for ſo doing. 3 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope no Gentleman vil 
ſuppoſe or imagine, that I am arguing againſt our taking 
ſome Method for putting a Stop to the conſtant and ei 
ceſſive Uſe of ſuch Liquors amongſt Perſons of inferir 
Rank. No, Sir, I ſhall readily and willingly agree to ay 
proper Method for that Purpoſe ; but I muſt declare that 
my Concern is ſo great for the Multitudes of Families both 
in this Iſland and in the Weit-Indies, who now owe the 
chief Support to the making and vending of ſuch Liquor, 
that I cannot give my Conſent to any Regulation which 
will turn them entirely, and at once, out of the Buſine6 u 
which they at preſent owe their chief Support; eſpecial, 
as I am convinced the Diſeaſe we have under our Conlide 
ration does not any Ways ſtand in need of ſuch a deſperate 
Cure: And I have likewiſe ſo great a Regard for his Mz 
jeſty and his illuſtrious Family, and for the Peace and 
of this Kingdom, that I cannot give my Conſent to a le 
gulation which I foreſee will raiſe great Diſuffection to ti 
preſent Government, and may produce ſuch Riots and Ts 
mults, as may endanger our preſent Eſtabliſhment, or # 
leaſt ſuch as cannot be quelled without ſpilling the Blood of 
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many of his Majeſty's once faithful Subjects, and putting * de 
End to the Liberties of the People. It is a dangerous 1 + 
is, Sir, a terrible Thing, to reduce many thouſands of F- - 


milies at once to a State of Deſpair, which will be the cr 
dein Conſequence of laying ſuch high Duties upon the Fe 


nay 
SD 
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tail of ſpirituous Liquors as will amount to a total Prohi- 


mongſt the inferior Rank of our People, is the only Com- 
plaint now P before us, and as it is evident that this 
Grievance proceeds entirely from the low Price of our home- 
made ſpirituous Liquors, it is certain that a Duty upon all 
ſuch, perhaps leſs than that which was impoſed by the late 
AR againſt Geneva, would prevent the conſtant and exceſ- 
five Uſe of ſuch Liquors amongſt the inferior Rank of our 
people: This, Sir, I think is evident from the Effect of 
thoſe high Duties which are laid upon Brandy and Rum; 
ſor it is certain that Brandy and Rum are more coveted 
by the Vulgar, and may rag be made more palatable 
than any fort of home-made Spirit; yet we have never 
heard 0 t Complaints made againſt the conſtant and 
exceſſive Uſe of Brandy or Rum among Perſons of inferior 
Rank ; the Reaſon of which certainly is, becauſe the Du- 
ties upon theſe Liquors have raiſed the Price ſo high, that 
the lower ſort of People cannot afford to make a conſtant 
and exceſſive Uſe of them ; and therefore it is plain, that if 
the Price of all home-made Spirits were, by a Duty to be 
lid upon them, made as high as the Price of Rum is at 
preſent, it would prevent the conſtant and exceſſive Uſe of 
them among the V ulgar. 

* It cannot be ſaid, Sir, that nothing but a total Prohibi- 
tion can be an effectual Remedy againſt the Evil complained 
of, becauſe we all know that the late Act againſt Geneva 
was eFetual ſo far as it went: It was made, we know, to 
extend only to Compound Spirits, and with reſpe& to 
them it was an effectual Remedy, for it put an entire Stop 
to the conſtant and exceſſive Uſe of ſuch Spirits amongſt 
thoſe of inferior Rank ; but ſome of the Diſtillers imme- 
ately began to make a ſort of plain Spirit, which, I be- 

beve, in Deriſion of the AR, they called Parliament Brandy, 

and this the Common People made as conſtant and as exceſ- 

live an Uſe of, as they had before done of Compound Spi- 

nts : This was the Caſe of that Act, and if it had been 

amended, and made to extend to all home-made Spirits, in- 

kead of being repealed, there would never have been Occa- 

hon for any ſach Complaint as that we have now before 

us: How it comes to be repealed, I ſhall not now take upon 

me to explain; but upon recollecting what was the Effect 

of that Act, I think we need not give ourſelves any great 

Trouble in ſearching after a Remedy for the Diſeaſe now 

complained of: Let us but revive that AR, extend it to all 

ame · made Spirits, and add ſome Clauſes for preventing any 

U z Perſon's 


dition. 
« The conſtant and exceſſive Uſe of ſpirituous Liquors, a- 


Anno 9. Geo, II. 
1733-36. 
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Anne 9. Geo. Il. Perſon's ſelling ſpirituous Liquors without a Licenee, and! 
k — am convinced the Remedy will be found to be effeftual. 
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© But admitting that _ but a total Prohibition wil 
do; yet, for God's Sake, Sir, let us have ſome Regard tothe 
many poor Families that are now ——_— by the diſtilling 
and vending of ſpirituous Liquors : Do not let us, for God 
Sake, turn them all at once out of their Livelyhood : Let u 
conſider how difficult it is for a Man who has been bred up 
to, and long exerciſed one ſort of Bufineſs, to turn him{clf 
all at once to another, by which he may ſupport his Fx 
mily : Let us conſider what a Loſs he muſt ſuſtain by the 
Sale of thoſe Utenſils he had occaſion for in his forme 
Way of Buſineſs; The Difficulty muſt upon all Occafiy 
be great, the Loſs mult be conſiderable ; but by turning ſuch 
Multitudes adrift at once, we ſhall make the Difficulty in 
ſurmountable, and the Loſs irreparable ; for there will be 
ſach Numbers brought at once to look out for new Employ: 
ments, that it will make it impoſſible for any one of then 
to ſucceed ; and there will be ſuch a large Quantity of: 
certain Sort of Materials brought at once to the Market, that 
none of them will bear aay Price. In ſhort, Sir, the Difficul- 
ties and Diſtreſſes which many poor Families muſt be drove 
to, raiſe in me the moſt melancholy Reflections, and they 
muſt raiſe in the Breaſt of every Man that hears me, the mal 
compaſſionate Concern ; therefore, if it be thought abſolutely 
neceſſary to lay on ſuch Duties as will amount to a Prolibi 


tion, I hope they will not be laid on all at once : We may noy | 
lay on a ſmall] Duty upon all ſorts of Spirits fold by Re ug 
tail, and a ſmall Duty upon Licences for ſelling by Retail; ſoly 
we may increaſe thoſe Duties the next Seſſion, and we may uo 
go on increaſing yearly, till they be at laſt brought up ſo ugh bus 
as to amount to a Prohibition: By this Methoi People will WW 
have time to look about them, and will get out of the Trade at E 
by Degrees; which will make it the leſs hurtful to eren of | 
particular Man, and the more eaſy for him to fix himſelf i any 
ſome new Way of Buſineſs, by which he may be able to the 
ſupport his Family. 1 a 
© I have often heard, Sir, of Sumptuary Laws, by whid It \ 
certain Sorts of Appare!, or rather Decorations, have the 
forhid to be worn by Perſons of inferior Rank; but I neret Pri 
yet heard of a Sumptuary Law, by which any Sort of Vic lor 
tuals or Drink were forbid to be made uſe of by Perſons of apt 
a low Degrec ; yet this is, as it appears to me, what for 
to be now intended : We are ablolutely to forbid the Uſe of con 
Spirituous Liquors to all thoſe, who are not able to Wit 
a certain Number of Gallons at a Time: A poor Joumeyma = 
or Labourer ſhall not have a Dram, ſhall not have a Gla o a 


Punch, unleſs he can ſpare to lay out eight or ten Shilli * : 
| a 110% 


te Way, are of ſuch a 


is E. emicious Nature, that they ought never to be taſted with- 
y the nr the Advice and Preſcription of a Phyſician, we ought 
ormer Wo take Care of the Rich as well as of the Poor, by put- 


ing it out of the Power of the former, as well as of the 
utter, to taſte the bewitching Cup without ſuch Advice and 
reſcription 3 but if the moderate Uſe of ſuch Liquors be no 
way hurtful, I can ſee no Reaſon for our making any invi- 
dous Diſtinction between the Poor and the Rich; let us 
kave the moderate Uſe of ſuch Liquors to all, and take all 
proper Methods for 1 their being immoderately 
uſed by any. This, I think, Sir, may be done by a much 
byer Duty than that now propoſed, and therefore, tho' I 
have as great a Regard for the Health and the Morals of the 
People, as any Gentleman in this Houſe ; yet I cannot but 
te againſt the Motion now made to you, becauſe of the 
terrible Conſequences with which it mult neceſſarily be at- . 
tended.” 

In anſwer to the above Speech of Mr Pulteney's it was 


7 now in Be- 
Re ug d, That no ſort of diſtilled Spirituous Liquor was ab- — 
tall; ſolutel/ neceſſary for the Support of Nature; that ſuch Li- 

may quors were at firſt uſed only by Phyſicians, in ſome danger- 

high ous Diſtempers, and were never diſpenſed but in ſmall 

wil Quantities ; but when ſuch Liquors were to be met with 

rade a every Corner, and People left at Liberty to take as much 

very of them as they pleaſed, few could keep themſelves within 

lf n any Bounds, becauſe a ſmall Quantity deprived them of 


te:r Reaſon, and the Companions they uſually met with 
it ſuch Places, encouraged them to drink to Exceſs : That 
it was impoſſible to prevent this Exceſs, without diminiſhing 
the Number of Retailers of ſuch Liquors, and raiſing the 
Price ſo high, as to put them out of the Reach of Per- 
lons of inferior Rank, who were the only Sort of People 
apt to make a Cuſtom of getting drunk with ſuch Liquor; 
for that very few of the better Sort had ever been found to 
commit frequent Debauches in ſuch Liquors ; and even 
vith reſpect to them, by putting it out of their Power to 
meet with ſuch Liquors at a cheap Rate in any Place of 
publick Reſort, the Temptations which might ariſe from 
promiſcuous Company, would be entirely taken away, and 


very 


- 


44 
us 


U 
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very few Perſons were ſo ridiculouſly abandoned | 
freak by thamglens es A = 
That they were very ſenſible of the Difficulties to vi 
great Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects would be wu 
y the Duties to be laid upon the Retail of ſuch Liquen | 
but the [ntereſt of every particular Man mult gin way MM. . 
the general Intereſt ; and where the Preſervation a 
ciety was ſo eſſentially concerned, the * ay of ſome E 
particular Perſons was not to be regarded. Howeyer, tl ; 
all poſſible Care would be taken of thoſe that might ſub * 
by the Duties to be laid upon the Retail of Spirityow n 
uors, in order that they might be enabled to fall well... 
me other Way of ſupporting their Families ; and ! 
one would be convinced that their being turned out of u. 
reſent Way of ſupporting them, was neceſſary for the ꝑ * 
ick Good, it was to be preſumed that every Man v 
willingly ſubmit to ſuch a Regulation ; ſo that it could wii... 
raiſe any Diſaffection to his Majeſty's Government. * 
© That with reſpect to Rum and Brandy, it was very en 
tain that they likewiſe had been often drank to great Ex6MW 1, 
notwithſtanding the high Duties laid upon them, and de 
as pernicious, both to the Health and the Morals of the x 79 
ple, as any home-made Spirit: That it would be ridicuk ten 
to lay a higher Duty upon home-made Spirits, which well {1 
the Manufacture of the Subjects of this Iſland, than q 
Rum and Brandy, eſpecially the latter; and that if our 20 
gar-Iſlands ſhould ſuffer a little by our leſſening the Ca uh 
ſumption of Rum, they could not complain, when they cov 7 
ſidered that it was for the Sake of preſerving their Mothe- Le 
Country, the general Intereſt of which was always to Ee 
preferred to the particular Intereſt of any Colony; for Oe 
any fort of Spirit ſhould be exempted from the Duties dd. 
to be impoſed, the Retailers would ſell all Sorts of prov . 
under that Denomination, and the Diſtillers would compound Wl cf 
them in ſuch a Manner, that it would be impaſſible to di tio 
cover ths Fallacy. Nr 
That they would willingly agree to the Method . 
poſed by the honourable Gentleman, of laying on but ce 
ſmall Duty at once, and raiſing that Duty by Degrees; d th 
they were very ſure the laying on a ſmall Duty would mt M 
be an effectual Remedy for the Evil fo loudly A, 
of: And if the Reſentment, then in the Nation againſt A 
Sorts of diſtilled Spirituous Liquors, ſhould be d 
ſubſide, they were afraid they would never be able to 9. 
a new Act paſſed for raiſing that Duty, becauſe of che Mal an 
titudes of People that would always be engaged, by thei o ot 


private Intereit, to oppoſe the paſſing of any ſuch * 


therefore they thought it was abſolutely _—_—_ #, bus 
or 
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ls to of :cantage of preſent Conjunfture, to put an effectual Stop 
| op > ſo long, and ſo juſtly complained of; arid for 

© mul... Reaſon they were for agreeing with the Motion. The Motion for 

> reduc The Queſtion being then put upon Sir Joſeph ſekyll's et = Day of | 


Liquen Motion, the ſame was agreed to without any farther Debate; on all — 
i 


wm * 


was likewiſe the following, viz. That from and after the to Þ we Grand 
ah Day of June, 1736, the Sum of 501. yeatly ſhould Se e, who 
dr paid to his Majeſty, for a Licence, to be taken out yearly all Retailers there- 
y every Perſon — 1 Brandy-Shop, a publick yearly for a L- 
idualling-Houſe, Houſe, or Ale-Houſe, or being an 
I:nholder, who ſhall vend, batter, or utter, any ſuch Spi- 

fitoous Liquors. | 

The Chairman of the Committee being about to make a Sir Robert Wal. 
port of the two foregoing Reſolutions to the Houſe, Er 
ir Robert Walpole ſtood up and mov'd, © That the Com- 10 al i 
nittee might fit again before any Report was made to the ba. Delicen: 
Hooſe, becauſe as the Duties propoſed to be laid upon Spi- in the Civil Lin, 
ritvous Liquors would certainly very much diminiſh the Con- luden hab 
| ſumption of ſuch Spirits, it was not to be expected that the . 
Dt: upon ſuch Spirits would produce fo much yearly as 

ber had formerly done; and as the former Produce ſtood 
zppropriated for anſwering certain Annuities and Payments, 
particularly to the Civil Liſt, it would be neceſſary to con- 
ler of Ways and Means to make good the Deficiencies, 
that might happen by the two Reſolutions they had then 
reed to : Hereupon the Committee agreed to fit again 
upon that Affair before making any Report. 

March 9. The Houſe proceeded farther on the conteſted The Houſe pro- 
Eeftion for the County of York, and the Counſel for Sir the conteted Elec. 
Rowland Winn having propoſed to diſqualify William e, and wehe, 
*cthard, who voted in Right of a Freehold at Acomb in bh Ang 


tne Wapontake of Aynſty, within the County of the City of have a Right to 
York, and having examin'd a Witneſs concernirg the Uſage of the three 
of voting for Freeholds lying in the faid Hundred at Elec- 
tons for the County of York, the Counſel for Sir Miles 
*arylton, fitting Member, were heard in Anſwer to the 
Evidence of that Diſqualification. And a Copy of the Re- 


ford of the Letters Patent granted by King Henry VI. to 


i the Mayor and Citizens of York was read, reciting that the 
un Mayor and Citizens were Bailiff of and in the Hundred of 
12 Mnſty, and granting to them and their Succeſſors that the 


ad Hundred or Wapontake, with the Appurtenances, ſhould 
be annexed and united to the County of the ſaid City, as 
p ace] thereof, excepting the Caſtle of York and its Diſtrict; 
ad ſaving to the Archbiſhop, Dean and Chapter; and all 
mer Perſons, all kind of Franchiſes, Privileges, &c. to 
dem of right belonging: Hereupon it was reſolved, That 
ons whoſe Freeho!ds lie within that Part of the County 
ot 
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anne g. Geo. 1, of the City of York, which is commonly call d the Any 
1735-3 | have a Right to Vote for Knight of the Shire for the © 
ty of York. | | 
A Petition of te March 10. A Petition of the Druggiſts, and other De 
be ir of ers in Tea, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſei 
—— wee forth, That the Petitioners were induced to hope, that j 
and the pernicious Intereſt of the fair Trader in Tea would have eſfech. 
8. ally ſecured by an Act paſſed in the roth Year of hi l 
Majeſty, by which an Inland Duty of 4 8. per Pound wx 
laid on all Tea, without Diſtinction of Quality; but 10. 
withſtanding the Regulations made by that AR, and the 
many Penalties the Smugglers of Tea and their Accomplics 
were liable to by Law, the Petitioners had fatally exyerin- 
ced, the clandeſtine Importation of that Commodity wa þ 
far from being prevented, that it was carried on to ſuch 
Degree, that the Petitioners had the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to he 
lieve, near one half of the Tea conſumed in this Kingdan 
paid no Duty; and that the very high Duty of 4s. „ 
Pound, as well as the Inequality of its being laid, were the 
principal Foundations of the pernicious Practice of du 
gling, the coarſer Sort bearing much too great a Proporti 
of the ſaid Duty, and by the Smugglers bought Abroad u 
one third of the Price it would ſtand the fair Trader in 
Home; and that unleſs ſome Remedy ſhould be applied ei 
fectually to prevent that known Evil, the Petitioners and i 
fair Traders would be under extreme Difficulties in carryug 
on their Trade, by reaſon of the Diſadvantages they » 
under, from the Practices of Smuggling, as well as from thx 
Hardihips they endured, and the 'T'rouble they were put u 
by the Execution of the ſaid Act; and that the Petitionen 
conceived the molt effectual Means of putting a Stop to the 
clandeſtine Importation of Tea would be, to alter the Duty 
of 4s. fo Pound to a certain Rate ad Yalorem, accordig 
to the Prices Tea ſhould ſell for at the Eaſt- India Company" 
Sale ; by which Alteration, the Petitioners apprehended 
the Amount of the Duty to the Publick would be equivalea, 
conſidering the Quantity, before that Time fraudulently in 
ported, would be then added to the Revenue; and there 
tore, for the Preſervation of that Trade to the Petitionen 
by putting an End to the Practice of Smuggling, and for f: 
curing a Revenue to the Publick, by the Importation of tiut 
Commodity in Britiſh Ships from China and other Parts 0 
India, and for preventing any Money being ſent to neigh 
bouring Countries for the Purchaſe of Tea to be clandeſune 
ly imported and conſumed in this Kingdom, praying ine 
Houle to take the Premiſes into Conſideration, and give de 
Petitioners ſuch Relief, as to the Houſe ſhould ſeem met 


Hereupon it was re{olyved, Nem. Con. That that * 
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that Day Seven-night, reſolve itſelf into 2 Committee 
Tode whole Houſe, ug — * 
t a Stop to the great and growing Evil ariſing from 
— and legal Methods of importing Tea and 
ather Goods into this Kingdom ; and the faid Petition was 
ander d to be referred to the Conſideration of the ſaid Com- 


nuttee. | 
March 12. A Motion was made by Mr Walter Plumer, 


* 


That an Act made in the 25th of King * II. * 

ha 48 for preventing Dazgers which may happen from Po- 

»þ — might be read ; and 222 read ac- 

cordingly, Mr Plumer ſtood up and fpoke as follows : 
Sir, 

© | believe every Gentleman that bears me may eaſily 
judge, with what View I have deſired this AQ to be read 
o you. It is, Sir, with a Defign to have ſome Part of it re- 
pealed, and another Part fo amended and explained, as to 
make it conſiſtent with that Charity and good Nature which 
every Member of the Chriſtian Religion ought to ſhew to 
another. 

The Motion J am now to make, Sir, proceeds chiefly 
from theſe three Conſiderations : That I am, and I hope 
ſhall always be, an utter Enemy to all manner of Perſecu- 
ton; That I have a great Revergnce for that ſolemn In- 
fitution called the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper; and 
That I ſhall always be for every thing which I think may 
tend towards eſtabliſhing and preſerving the Unity, Peace, 
and Trade of my Country. Theſe are Confiderations which 
[ am perſuaded are of as great Weight with every Gentle- 
man of this Houfe as they are with me; and therefore, if 
| can ſhew that there is any Thing in this Act that looks 
like Perſecution, any Thing that Fl a Contempt upon 
that holy Inſtitution of our Religion, or any Thing incon- 
bllent with the Unity and Peace of our People, or with the 
Trade of our Country, I make no Doubt of having the u- 
tznimous Aſſent of this Houſe to what I am to propoſe ; 
and, in my Opinion, it would contribute greatly to the 
Glory of this Generation, as well as the Honour of this 


A of Commons, to have it agreed to Nemine contra- 
cente. : 


* I hope, Sir, it will be granted me, that the ſubjecting 
Man to a great Penalty if he refuſed to ſubſcribe to an 
Opinion which he thought inconſiſtent with the Chriſtian 
Religion, or to join in any Ceremonies of publick Worſhip 
Which he thought finful or perhaps idolatrous, would be a 
ery heavy Perſecution ; and I hope it will likewiſe be 
vated, that to render a Man upon any ſuch Account in- 
capable of holding a Land-Eſtate, or of ſucceeding to any 
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haas been read to you, there is one Clauſe which 


[0s 7.3 | 
a high Degree of Perſecution: Now in this Statute wii 
That all Perſons that ſhall bear Office, Civil or Mili 
receive any Salary or Wages by any Grant from the King 
or ſhall have Command or Place of Truſt from or unde 
him, or-ſhall be in his Navy or Houſhold, in Ehm 
Wales, Berwick, Jerſey, or Guernſey, ſhall not only tte 
the Oaths of Supremacy and. Allegiance, in the next Tem, 
or at the Quarter Seſſions, within three Months aſter ther 
Admittance, but ſhall receive the Sacrament of the Lord 
Supper according to the Uſage of the Church of 
pf which they are to deliver a Certificate, and make Progf 
at the Time of their taking the ſaid Oaths ; in Failure af 
which they are 1% Fa&o diſabled to enjoy the ſaid Office 
or Employments, or any Profit thereby: And by another 
Clauſe, * Perſons beyond the Seas or under any of the othe 
Impediments there mentioned, are to receive the Sacrament 

and take the ſaid Oaths, within four Months after ſuch In 
pediment removed.“ By this Regulation it is evident, tht 
no Man can hold or enjoy an Ofice or Employment, Ciri 
or Military, without declaring himſelf a Member of the 
Church of England as by Law eſtabliſhed ; and as there are 
great Numbers of faithful Subjects, who have the Misfor 
tune of believing that ſome of the Opinions eſtabliſhed 
our Church are not entirely conſiſtent with Chriſtianity, 
and that ſome of our religious Ceremonies tend toward: |. 
dolatry, ſuch Men cannot ſincerely communicate with the 
eſtabliſhed Church ; upon which Account, and upon that 
only, they may therefore be ſubjected to Penalties, or de 
prived of a yearly Revenue, according to the Nature of 
the Office they may be named or entitled to ; for if the 
Poſt or Office be ſuch a one as is attended with Trouble on 
Iy, there is generally a Penalty upon a Man's refuſing to 
ſerve it; which Penalty every Man muſt pay who is not: 

Member of the Church of England; becauſe by this Clauk 

he is debarred from ſerving the Office ; whereas if it were 

not for this Incapacity he is laid under, he might pr 
bably chuſe to ſerve the Office rather than pay the he. 
nalty ; and I would be glad to know the Difference between 
ſubjecting a Man directly to a Penalty for refuſing to join in 
any religious Opinion or Ceremony, and this indirect Mar 
ner of ſubjecting him to it, by tacking to an Office, in itſel 
meerly temporal, a moſt ſolemn Approbation of all the rel 
gious Doctrines and Ceremonies of the eſtabliſhed Church. 

Again, Sir, if the Poſt or Office to which a Man s 

named or intitled, be one of thoſe to which a yearly Salary 


pr Reyenue is annexed, from the Day of his Ne 


— 


| 1 

hus as good a Right to receive the Profits of that Of- 
as de has, or can have, to his Anceſtor's Eſtate, 

being both founded chiefly upon the Law of the Land; 

zy it often happens, that the Perſon named to any Poſt or 
Ofice has by long and faithful Services fully deſerved that 
Nomination; and this I take to be a more meritorious 
Tie, than the Title any Man can have to the Eſtate of 
ts Anceſtor or next Relation. Suppoſe we ſhould have a 
new foreign War of ten Years Duration, as we had in the 
kte Queen's Reign; ſuppoſe a Gentleman of the Diſſenting 
erſuaſion ſhould in the Beginning of that War go abroad 
a Cadet in one of our Marching Regiments, and in Conſi- 
ration of much Blood loſt, and many brave Services per- 
formed in the Cauſe of his Country, ſhould be at laſt made 
Colonel of a Regiment, would not ſuch a Man be fully 
ntitled to the Profits of his Commiſſion, during the Time 
us Majeſty ſhould think fit to continue him in Command? 
Would it not be downright Perſecution to turn him out of 
kis Commiſſion, and reduce him to a ſtarving Condition, 
neerly for the ſake of a Scruple of Conſcience ? Yet the 
(ze would be ſo, if this Law ſhould be then in Force: 
pon the firſt Return of the Regiment to England, he 
ould be obliged, within four Months to give up his Re- 
ment, or receive the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, ac- 
ding to the Uſage of our Eſtabliſhed Church, which his 
ſcience would not permit him to do, if he ſhould hap- 
pen to be a ſincere Diſſenter: Therefore I muſt look upon 
tis 25 a much higher Degree of Perſecution, than it would 
e to render a Man, on Account of any religious Opinion, 
capable of holding a Land-Eſtate, or of ſucceeding to any 
Blate as next of Kin. | 
From what I have ſaid; Sir, I hope it will appear that 
very high Degree of Perſecution lurks under the incapa- 
tating Clauſes I have mentioned, and therefore, in my Mo- 
n for the Repeal of them, I hope I ſhall have the Con- 
rence of all thoſe who are real Enemies to that Anti- 
ritian Practice; but when I conſider the Reverence due 
d the Sacrament of the Lord's-Supper ; a ſacred Myſtery 
ich none ought to approach, without having firſt diligent- 
examined themſelves, and to which all are to be invited, 
ut none to be compelled, I am ſurpriſed that it ſhould ever 
we been turned to ſuch a prophane Uſe, as that of qua- 
Ming a Man for being an Adjutant to a Regiment, or the 
t of a little Borough. This, Sir, is perverting it to 
0 Uſe for which I am ſure it was never intended, and this 
rerſion has already produced, and will always produce, 
"My and great Abominations. It is well known how many 
ae become unworthy Partakers of the Holy — 
X 2 or 
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cencies ſome have been guilty of, upon ſuch Occaſionl, 1 
what a Scandal has often been thereby given to all 
who are truly devour. This is ſo generally known 
is now the common Prattice in all the Churches of 
for the Curate to defire the legal Communicants if any 
be, N mean thoſe who come there in Obedience to that 80 
tute, to divide themſelves from thoſe who come there pan 
for the Sake of Devotion; and, indeed, it were ts be wide 
that none of the former ſhould ever be allowed b C 
nicate in the Preſence of, much leſs at the fame Table with 
any of the latter; for the former are often fo well und i 
generally known to be unworthy Partakers, that their benz 
admitted upon any Pretence whatſoever, gives 1 Offence 

to the truly Religious, and tends to fubvert the Moral of 
the Vulgar, by leſſening that Eſteem which they boght » 
have for the eſtabliſhed Religion of their Country, and which 
wiſe Magiſtrates will always cultivate with all poflible Car; 
but this by long and general Experience we know, is not» 
be done by Penal Laws. On the comrary, ſuch Guarantes 
for the eftabliſtied Religion of any Country, have au 
produced Pride, Ignorance, Luxury, and Oppreffion, ame; 
thoſe of the Eſtabliſhed Church, and invmcible, nay, aft 
victorious Enthuſiaſm, among thoſe of the contrary Religia 
Even in this Kingdom, we know, that Penal Laws and he- 
ſecution raiſed fo high rhe Torrent of Enthuſiaſm among a, 
that our Eftabliſhed Church was at laſt quite overwhelmed 
by the diſſenting Intereſt ; and happy was it for our Chad 
that thoſe Enthufiaſts deſtroyed our Conſtitution, as well u 
our eſtabliſhed Religion; for if they had preſerved the in 
mer, I am afraid the latter had never been reſtored. Sin 
the Repeal of moiſt of our perfecuting Laws, the dilfenng 
Intereſt has daily decreaſed ; and I am convinced: thoſe Kt 
mains of it that are now among us, are chiefly owing to ut 
Act now under our Confideration, and one other Act of u 
the ſame Nature. 
With regard to the Peace and Unity of our Feoh 
muſt ſay, Sir, it is Matter of great Surpriſe to me, how! 
Legiflature of any Country could be prevailed on to 207 
temporal Rewards or Puniſhments to _— Join 
in Religion. I can eafily conceive how migin ds 
in ſpeculative Points of Divinity, as well as in pecan 

Points of Law, Phyfick, or Philoſophy; and I I 

what Vehemence a learned Doctor in either of thoſe & 

ences maintains his own Opinion, and with what Envy, K 

lice, and Rage, he purſues his Adverfaries ; but I ca 
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ly conceive what Reaſons the Lawgivers of any Country toy mos 


auld have, to adopt and eſtabliſh ſpeculative Opinions of 
wy parti Doctor in Divinity, while at the ſame Time 
they ſhewed a very great Indifference, with regard to the ſpo- 


aktive Opinions of the Doctors in all other Branches of 


literature ; The Cauſe of this different Bebavioar in our 
cient Lawgivers, I fay, I cannot well comprehend ; but 
whatever may have been the Cauſe, if they thereby inten- 
ied to eſtabliſh an Uniformity of Opinion with reſpect to 
religious Matters, Experience has ſhewn that they have been 
not egregiouſly miltaken ; for the annexing of temporal 
Rewards and Puniſhments to ſpeculative Opinions, has been 
o far from reconciling Men's Minds, and making them agree 
m any one Opinion, that it has rendered thoſe of different 
Opinions in Religion, not only implaeable, but moſt cruel 
and barbarous Enemies to one another; an Effect which has 
terer been produced by Difference of Opinion in any other 
Science. In Law, in Phyſick, in Philoſophy, there are, and 
aways have been, Doctors of different Opinions; and among 
them too there have always been, I believe, ſome who would 
hive gladly confuted their Adverſaries by Fire and Faggot, 
eſpecially when they found themſelves overcome by fair Rea- 
ſoning ; but as the Law of no Country has as yet thought 
ft to interpoſe in thoſe Diſputes, we find the Followers of 
theſe Doctors have generally argued the Matter very coolly, 
ad when the Diſpute was over have parted as good Friends 
s they met. This has hitherto been the Caſe in all Sciences 
except Divinity ; but if we ſhould make a Law for puniſh- 
ing thoſe who did not agree with the Newtonian Syſtem of 
Ploſophy, or for wan rc all ſuch incapable to hold any 
fot or Office in our Government, I am perſuaded we ſhould 
tave, in a few Years, great Numbers of our People who 
would be ready to facrifce Life and Fortune iv Defence of 
the Ariſtotelian or the Carteſian Syſtem : Nay, if any ſuch 
law were made againſt all thoſe who did not believe that 
he three Angles of every Triangle, are equal to two riglit 
Angles, I make no doubt but that this plain Demonſtration 
Fould be moſt violently oppoſed by great Numbers of Men 
n the Kingdom; for when the Paſlions of Men are ſtirred 
wp by temporal Rewards and Puniſhments, the moſt reaſon- 
ade Opinions are rejected with Indignation, the moſt ridi- 
cuous are embraced with a frantick Sort of Zeal. There- 
"ore, Sir, if we have a Mind to eſtabliſh Peace among our 
:eople, we muft allow Men to judge freely in Matters of 
Religion, and to embrace that Opinion they think right, 
bout any Hopes of temporal Rewards, and without any 
eus of temporal Puniſhment, 5 
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mes. — II. As to our Trade, Sir, the Advantages we have ane 
in, that reſpect by the Toleration Act are ſo apparent, that 
I ſhall not take up your Time with enlarging upon that dub. 
je& ; but in order to retain thoſe Advantages, and ton. 
prove them as much as poſſible, I ſhall beg Leaye to more, 
that Leave be given to bring in a Bill to repeal ſo much of 
the ſaid Act paſſed in the 25th of Charles II. intitled, 4 
AZ for preventing Dangers which may happen from Pepi 
Recuſants, as obliges all Perſons, who are admitted to a 
Office, Civil or Military, to receive the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, within a Time limited by the ſaid AR, and 
for explaining and amending ſo much of the ſaid AR, x 
Debate thereon, TElates to the Declaration againſt Tranſubſtantiation,” - 
ES ; Mr Plumer being ſeconded by Sir Wilfrid Lawſon ; the 
Sir WH. Lauſoa. ſame was oppos'd by Lord Noel Somerſet, Lord Viſcount 
1.4 Noel Somerſet. Tyrconnell, Mr Danvers, Mr Shippen, and Sir Roben 


Ld Tyrconnel. 


— — Walpole, who ur ged the following Arguments againſt the 
Sir R. Walpole, Motion. 
Sir; 


As I have hitherto appeared to be an utter Enemy ts 
all Perſecution, I hope my diſagreeing with this Motion will 
not be looked on as any Sign of my having changed my 
Opinion, or of my having any Intention to alter my Con- 
duct for the future: So far otherwiſe, Sir, I have ſtill, ad 
I hope ſhall always have, as tender a Regard for the Di- 
ſenters of all Denominations, as any Man can have, who 
is a true Member of the Church eſtabliſhed by Law. Asa 
ſincere Member of the Church of England I muſt, and I d 
wiſh that all the Diſſenters in the Kingdom could be gained 
over to the Eſtabliſhed Church ; but though I wiſh for thi 
happy Event, yet I ſhall never be for attempting the Ae. 
compliſhment of that Wiſh by any Methods that have the 
leaſt Tendency towards Perſecution, or towards doing a real 
Injury to any Man whoſe Conſcience will not allow him to 
embrace the Eftabliſhed Religion of his Country: For il 
ſuch I ſhall continue to have a real Concern ; becauſe | 
think this Difference of Opinion is a Man's Misfortune, and 
not his Crime. A 

But, Sir, the Word Perſecution has, in my Opinion, 
been very much miſtaken by the honourable Gentleman who 
made you this Motion; for according to the Meaning be 
has put upon the Words, there could be no 
Church, or eſtabliſhed Religion in the World, but whit 
muſt be deemed guilty of perſecuting all thoſe who differ 
from it; and yet thoſe Gentlemen will, I believe, gran 
that in every Society there ought to be an eſtabliſhed Rei- 
gion. or a certain Form of publick Worſhip eſtabliſhed by ca 
ine Laus of that Society; therefore we muſt find out 2 


1 
Meaning for theſe Words different from that which has been 
upon it. 
. I. there is in every Society a certain Form of Govern- 
ment eſtabliſhed, I hope it will be granted, that it is the 
Duty of every Member of that Society to ſupport and pre- 
free that Form of Government as long as he thinks it the 
tft that can be eſtabliſhed ; and on the other Hand, if 
there be any Man, or any Set of Men, who are convinced 
that a different Form of Government would render the So- 
cety much more bappy and powerful, I believe it will like- 
wiſe be granted, that it is the Duty of all ſuch Men to en- 
deavour, in a peaceable Way, at leaſt, to bring about an 
Alteration. Theſe two Duties therefore being altogether 
inconſiſtent, nay, even deſtruſtive of one another, it is abſo- 
tely impoſſible for the one Set of Men to do their Duty, 
without laying the other Set under ſome Hardſhips : When 
thoſe Hardſhips are no greater than what are abſolutely ne- 
ceſary for the End intended, they are juſt and reaſonable, 
ard ſuch as thoſe who are ſubjected to them, ought not to 
complain. of; but when they are greater than what are ne- 
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0 eſſary, they then begin to take and to deſerve the Name 
will er Oppreſſion, and according to the Degrees of this Exceſs, 
my the Degrees of reſſion are always to be computed. In 
on- this Kingdom we know there is a Set of Men who think it 
anc their Duty to endeavour to bring about an Alteration of our 
Di. rent happy Eſtabliſhment, I mean our Nonjurors ; who 
who Hor that very Reaſon are excluded from all Poſts and Places 
45 2 2 our Government, which is certainly a Hardſhip upon 
[ tem ; but I am ſure it cannot be called an Oppreſſion; 
a can this Excluſion with Reſpe& to them be called a 
th 'uniſhment. 

Ac- * And if there be a Set of Men in this Kingdom who 
the ink the Doctrines of the eſtabliſhed Church inconſiſtent 
real With Chriſtianity, or the Ceremonies of our publick Wor- 
n to p idolatrous, it is their Duty as Chriſtians to attempt to 
Fr Ming about an Alteration in our eſtabliſhed Religion, and 


de certainly will attempt it as ſoon as it is in their Power; 
„ with all Deference to the honourable Gentlemen who 
are ſpoke upon the other fide of the Queſtion, for all of 
ſom I have the greateſt Eſteem, I muſt look upon this very 
lotion as a Beginning of that Attempt ; but as I am a 
lember of the Church of England, and think it the bet 
*910n that can be eſtabliſhed, I think it my Duty to 
ferent its being ever in the Power of ſuch Men to ſucceed 
any ſuch Attempt ; and for this Purpoſe, I think it ab- 
utely neceſlary to exclude them from any Share in the 
cute Part of our Govenment at leaſt ; becayſe if the 
ade Part ſhould once come to be generally in their 
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likewiſe, from which Time it woul 5 vain to think « 

ing, in a eable Manner, their doing ! 
they had- a Nind ; and it muſt be umed they _ | 
what they thought themfelves in Duty bound to do. y 
exchade a Man from a profitable Poſt or Em I 
admit te be a Hardſhip upon the Man ſo excluded; by 
it is abſolutely neeeFary for the Preſervation of our eftabl; 
ed Church, to exclude thoſe, who think it their Duy a 
deftroy it, from any Share in the executive Part of out 
vernment ; therefore this Excluſion can no mom be calls 
Perſecution, than it can be called Oppreſſion, to exc 
Nenjurors from any Share of our Government Executn 
or Legiflative, nor ean fuch Excluſion be deemed a Puri 
ment in the one Caſe any more than in the other. 

In the ſuppsſed Caſe of a brave Diſſenter's being u 
vanced toe the Command of a Regiment, I ſhall grant thy 
it would be a great Hardfhip upon him to be turned out 
2 and to be expoſed to a ſtarving Candity 
upon his return to his Native Country; but the fame Ch 
may be ſuppoſed with reſpe& to a Roman Catholick Gent 
man; yet there would be no Perſecution in either Cal 
becauſe the excluding of all ſuch Men from any Comman 
in our Army, eſpecially here at Home, is, I think, ab{ 
lately neceſſary for the Preſervation of our Conſtitution i 
the happy State it is in at preſent : Nor could ſuch an 
cluſion be called a Puniſhment upon the Man fo exclude 
no More than it ean be called a Puniſhment upon a Man 
tive Foot and a Half to be excluded from being a Scldieri 
the Guards; for neither of theſe Exclufions proceeds fi 
any Crime or Fault in the Man, it being as impoſſible for 
Man to alter his Opinion when he has a Mind, as it s 
add two or three Inches to his Stature when he has Occait 
for it; but as the latter becomes neceſſary for the Sake 
preſerving the Beauty and Symmetry of a Regiment, fot 
former becomes neeeſſary for the Sake of preſerving t 
Beauty and Symmetry of a Society. 

* The Argument raifed from the ſuppoſed Abuſe of t 
bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, is founded upon! 
Fact which I cannot admit; for as there is nothing in i 
Law that can compel the Admiſſion of an unworthy Fern 
as the Miniſters of our Church may refuſe to admit af 
Perfon to that Sacrament, who does not devoutly and bn 
bly- defire it, or for any other lawful Cauſe, [See Stats 
1 EA VI. Chap. 1.) I muſt preſume no unwry 
Perſons are admitted; or at leaſt, if there be, it dees 
proceed from any Fault in this or any other of our Si 
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A, to the Unity and Peace of our People, I am per- 
faded, Sir, the Repeal of this Law, and another which I 7 
telieve is likewiſe. intended, would raiſe moſt terrible Di- 2 
furbances and Confuſions; for with Reſpect to all Poſts and 3 
Employments that go by Election, we ſhould have all the Diſ- 

enters combining — — bring in their Friends, 

which would of courſe many Riots and Tumults. And 5 

2 to our Trade, it depends ſo much upon the Peace and 

Tranquility of the Nation, that if we have a Mind to pre- 

ere it, we 7 * not to make any new Regulation or re- 


old, if by ſo doi 
ver An and — 


To this it was replied by Lord Polwarth, Mr Heathcote, Lord Polwarthy 
ard Mr Holden, as follows: Mr Helden. 


Sir, | 
© I ſhall take up very little of your Time in replying to 
what has been ſaid ; for in my Opinion, the Arguments for 
the Motion have been enforced by what has been ſaid by — 
wy of Anſwer to them. ä | 
* If the Hardſhips impoſed upon the Diſſenters, by the Law 
der our Confideration, are greater than what are abſolutely 
neceſſary for preventing its being in their Power to deſtroy 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, it muſt be granted, from what has 
been (aid of the other Side of the Queſtion, that this Law is 
a perſecuting Law : Now, Sir, to determine this Queſtion 
n the Affirmative, we need have Recourſe to no other Na- 
bon but Scotland: With regard to that Nation, we know 
that the Presbyterian Religion, which is here one of our Diſ- 
enting Religions, is there the Eſtabliſhed Church, and what 
8 here our Eftabliſh'd Church, is there a Diſſenting Religion; 
Nt the Eſtabliſhed Church in Scotland have never thought it 
neceſſary, nor does it appear to be neceſſary, for their Pre- . 
ſervation, to exclude their Diſſentets from all Poſts and Em- 0 
poyments in the executive Part of their Government, nor 
tre they any Law for ſuch a Purpoſe ; but on the contrary 
ſeme of their Judges and Magiſtrates, and many of thoſe in 
als and Employments in that Kingdom, go openly, and in 
ite moſt ſolemn Manner, to the Epiſ or Church of Eng- 
land Meeting-Houſes ; and tho' this Practice or Indulgence 
ks been continued for many Years, and continues to this 
= a the Eſtabliſhed Church in that Country is 2 far 
ing in any Danger of being overturned by what is 
there the — Intereſt, that my former is daily gaining 
Ground upon the latter; which evidently ſhews the great 
Veigit and Effect of a legal Eftabliſhnient, with reſpect to 
Religion, when the Minds of Men are not irritated by any 
Vo r. IV, * unne- 
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. 9. Oe. M. unneceſſary Hardſhips put upon them. I could likewiſe; 
i | | hl. i ſtance Holland, 7 gh other Proteſtant. Countries, | 
: ſhew that rendering Diſſenters incapable of ſerving the Crow 
in any Poſt of Honour, Truſt, or Profit, is a Hearth | 
upon them, which is ſo far from being abſolutely neee 
that it is not at all neceſſary for preſerving the Eftablide 
Religion of any Country; and therefore this Hardſhip ng 
in the ſtricteſt Senſe be called Perſecution, even according 
to the Meaning put upon it by the honourable Gentleng, 
who have ſpoke on the other Side of the Queſtion. 
With reſpect to Nonjurors and Roman-Catholicks, ts 
Hardſhips put upon them are not for the Sake of a C 
\ of Conſcience in any Matter of a religious Concern; hut h 
cauſe they are Enemies to the State, and to the preſent by 
py EſtabliſhmEnt ; but I am ſurprized ta hear it ſaid thi 
the rendering of them, or the Diſſenters, incapable of holding 
any Poſt of Honour, Truſt, or Profit under the Crown, y 
no Puniſhment, when I confider that that very Puniſhment 
has often been inflicted by Parliament, as one of the great 
Puniſhments they could inflict upon Crimes of a very high 
Nature: Surely this legal Incapacity muſt be looked my 
a Puniſhment upon both, but with this Difference, that aa 
Nonjurors or Roman Catholicks, it is with great Juſtice n- 
flicted, but upon Diſſenters it is inflited without any O 
caſion, no Party among the latter having ever yet been (d- 
pected of being Enemies to our preſent Eſtabliſhment, uules 
the rejecting of this Motion ſhould make them fo. Ian 
ſure every Gentleman that hears me muſt grant, that ther 
is ſome Difference between a Capacity of being a Soldier it 
the Guards, and a Capacity of holding any Poſt or Prefer 
ment under the Crown: The Guards are the King's on 
, Servants, and every Man may chuſe what fort of Servant 
he has a mind; therefore no Man has a Title to any G- 
pacity of being a Soldier in the Guards; but every Subj 
has a Title to a Capacity at leaſt of ſharing in the Honoun 
and Preferments of his Country, and that Capacity ougt 
not to be taken from him, but by way of Puniſhment for 
ſome very high Crime or Miſdemeanour ; for it is a Put 
ment ſo diſhonourable and ſevere, that we never find it it 
flicted by our Laws upon Crimes of an ordinary Nature. 
I ſhall grant, Sir, that a Miniſter of the 
Church is not, by any expreſs Words in this AR, ordered 
or compelled to adminiſter the Sacrament to an unwortl 
Perſon, who deſires it only for the Sake of enabling bim, 
ſelf to hold a beneficial Employment; but if a Miniſter of 
the Church of England ſhould refuſe to adminiſter the 8. 
crament to any Perſon, upon ſuch Occaſion, and that Fer 
4on ſhould by means of ſuch Refuſal loſe his Poſt, — 
| | a Yep 
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,y upon the Statute of King Edward VI. againſt ſuch Mi- 
ter, and would recover great Damages, if the Court 
ould not approve of the Miniſter's Reaſon for refuſing to 
he receiving of the Sacrament was made a Qualification 
r 2 civil Employment, no ſuch Plaintiff could have reco- 
ered any conſiderable Damage; nay, I doubt if he could 
we recovered any Damage at all; for he could not pro- 
ably have proved any temporal Damage by his not receiv- 
u the Sacrament when he defired it; and I do not ſee 
ow a jury could pretend to put a Value upon the ſpiritual 
unage he might pretend to have received. Thoſe Laws" 
herefore, which have made the receiving the Sacrament a 
Qualification for a civil Employment, have ſubjected all the 
lergymen of the Church of England to a very great Dif- 
culty ; becauſe they are by thoſe Laws, and by thoſe only, 
bjefted to the Danger of having ſuch Damages given 
gunſt them as may ruin them and their Families for ever, 
Caſe they refuſe to adminiſter the Sacrament to a Perſon, 
hom they know to be a moſt profligate and impenitent 
Sinner; for this a Miniſter of our Church may be fully 
vavinced of, and yet it may be impoſſible for him to make 
he ame appear to a Jury. =; 

© To pretend, Sir, that if thoſe incapacitating Laws were 
ealed, the Diſſenters would combine cloſely together in 
all Elections, and that theſe Combinations would occaſion 
terrible Diſturbances, is contradicted by Experiences, is con- 
tadifted by Experience in England as well as Scotland; for 
o many of the Diſſenters in England do communicate 
ſemetimes with the Eſtabliſhed Church, and in Conſequence 
thereof become Candidates, from Time to Time, for almoſt 
ery elective Civil Poſt in the Kingdom; and tho? the Diſ- 
enter do generally join pretty unanimouſly upon ſuch Oc- 
ahons, I believe more unanimouſly than they would do if 
tele Laws were repealed, yet we find it never produces 
ay Diſturbances. And in Scotland, where the Diſſenters 
from their Eſtabliſhed Church are under no incapacitating 
laws, we find that the Diſputes about Elections never pro- 
Uce any Diſturbances between the two religious Parties 
n that Kingdom; altho' it muſt be granted that the People 
af that Country are as violent in all their Deſires, as bold 
ac enterpriſing in their Deſigns, and as turbulent under 
Diappointments, as the People in any Country, I believe, 
on the Face of the Earth. We muſt therefore from Ex- 
erience conclude, that the Repeal of thoſe perſecuting 
Laws, which, to our Misfortune, are ſtill in Force in this 
birgdom, would confirm rather than diſturb our preſent 
Y 2 Tran- 


Vear's Salary, he might bring his Action at Commom Aado 9. Ces. U. 
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the Sacrament to the Plaintiff : Whereas, before 
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TD ( 172 ) 1 
Aznog. Geo. u. Tranquility and it would certainly increaſe our Trade. be. 
—— MF) cauſe it is not to be queſtioned but that 22 — 
rich foreign Merchants would come over and ſettle a 
| us, if they could enjoy all the Privileges of Exgliknes 
without changing their Religion: Whereas, While thok 
Laws remain unrepealed, a few foreign Tradeſmen a 
Mechanicks may perhaps come over; but rich and opuley 
foreign Merchants will neither come nor ſlay to ſetils they 
| | Families in this Kingdom, when they conſider | 
| they nor their Poſterity can aſpie to any Honour or Py, 
ferment, unleſs they make a Sacrifice of the Religion d 
their Anceſtors.” 
fog the Top, The Debate being over, the Queſtion was put, and g 
_— : * it was carried in the Negative by 251 agauf 
March 17. The Houſe being in a Grand Committee c 
Beets ace. the Supply, Sir Robert Walpole acquainted the Houſe, 
* Lets the Ci rin © That the Share the Civil Liſt. only had in the Duties on Sp 
| de Duties on Si. rituous Liquors, had for ſeveral Years laſt paſt amounted u 
mier be made at leaſt 70,0001. yearly, one Year with another; and a4 
ood by ſome other great Part of this Annuity would be Joſt to the Own, ü 
Duties on Spiritu- Was neceſſary to make it good from ſome other Fund; ther 
priated to de Fr. fore he propoſed appropriating all the Duties on Spirituow 
Ing Fund, Liquors to the Aggregate Fund, which makes a Part of the 
Sinking Fund, and charging that Fund with all- the Ami. 
ties and Payments formerly payable out of thoſe Duties 
| Debate thereon, But this was oppos'd by ſeveral Members, who frongly it 
ſiſted, That the Civil Liſt, inſtead of being a Loſer, would 
be a Gainer by leſſening the Conſumption of Spirits, becaule 
the Conſumption of Beer and Ale, and of Wine, and the 
Produce of the Duties on Wine-Licences, &c. would be 
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thereby greatly increaſed ; ſo that the Loſs the Crown might Wo: 
ſuſtain by leſſening the Produce of the Duties upon Spinur WE tz 
ous Liquors, would be much more than made good: by de pol 
Increaſe of almoſt all the other Revenues appropriated to de WJ tn; 
Civil Liſt ; particularly that upon Beer and Ale. | 

To this the Courtiers anſwer'd, That there might prod MN. 
bly be an Increaſe in the Exciſe upon Beer and Ale; but # Ne 
what the Amount of that Increaſe might be, was uncetun, Wy li 
and as the Amount of the Loſs the Crown was to ſultan Ye: 
was certain, therefore that Loſs ought then to be made good the 
out of ſome certain Produce ; and if there did really hap 1 
pen any Increaſe in the Exciſe upon Beer 'and Ale, they Pro 
might call for an Account of it in two or three Years alter, © 


in order that the ſame might be appropriated to the Aggt 
gate Fund, for making good what was propoſed to be takel 
from that Fund. | 
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e, be. N N 
more without a Diviſion, L That the Duty and Revenues, which 735 | 
bold ariſe by Licences for vending Brandy or. Spirits, as —— Reſalutions in 
do the preſent Duties on Low Wines, a Bran- Pufuancethercer, 
thoke dy, Rum, Arrack, and all other Spirits w er Foreign or F 
| and iin, and ſuch Duties as ſhould ariſe by retailing the ſame, 
ules WW fould be united-to, and made Part of the general or Ag- 
they debate Fund eftabluhed by the Act of the firſt of King 
either WW George I. and ſhould be iſſned and applied to the Uſes to 


which the ſaid Fund is, or ſhould be made applicable. 
I That all the ſeveral Annuities, Payments, and 
nations, which were then charged upon, and payable out 
of the ſaid ſeveral Duties on Strong-waters, Brandy, Rum 
Amack, or any other Spirits, ſhould be charged u nd 
made payable out of the ſaid Aggregate Fund. 3 
The fame Day the Quaker's Bill was read the firſt Time, The 
ud order'd a ſecond Reading: It was likewiſe order d to be 24 
rinted. | | | 
" Merch 19. The Reſolutions of the 8th and 17th in the a pat order'd to be 
Committee of Supply, relating to. Spirituous «Liquors being desen in, relating 


to Spirituous Li- 
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d to be print · 


wa, ü rported, were agreed to by the Houſe; and then a Motion dun. 
there- ws made, That the Reſolutions reported from the Commit- 

ion te of the whole Houſe, who were appointed to conſider of 

of e de Petition of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the Peace for Mid- 

unn: dleſex, in their general Quarter-Seſſion aſſembled, and agreed ge 
* to by the Houſe upon the 24th of February, might be read; 

ly it d the ſame being read accordingly, it was ordered, That a 

would. Bill be brought in upon the Reſolutions then laſt read, and 

ecaule ao upon the Reſolutions that Day reported from the Com- 

nd the mittee of the whole Houſe, to whom it was referred, to 

Id be BY conſider farther of Ways and Means for raiſing the Supply . 
mie e granted to his Majeſty, and agreed to by the Houſe ; and 

purity st Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Sir Charles Turner, Sir Robert Wal- 

y the de, Mr Doddington, Sir George Oxenden, and Mr Win- 

to the BW uroton, ſhould prepare and bring in the ſame. 

March 22. A Motion was made, That the Commiſſioners Debate on a Meti- 
proba- ef the Exciſe ſhould lay before the Houſe an Account of the 9 an Account 
but 4 Net Produce of the Hereditary and Temporary Exciſe from 1 
n, dummer 1716, to Midſummer 1726, diſtinguiſhing eck 
ſuſtain err, and the Produce of the ſeveral Duties belonging to 
gol de {21d Exciſe. 

y hap- The Reaſon of calling for the ſaid Account of the Net 
, they Froduce of the Hereditary and Temporary Exciſe, was in 
alter, that it might afterwards from thence appear what In- 
re had ariſen in the Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, by the 
take WW ?reventing or leſſening the Conſumption of Spirituous Li- 
* 1907s; and in order that the Increaſe might be appropriated 


tte Aggregate Fund, by the Bill which was then to be 
brought 


After this the two fallowing Reſalution were agreed to gg 
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anno 9. Geo. H. brought in: But upon putting the Queſtion, after i ling ＋ 
Debate, it was carried in the Negative, by 182 ww 142 

” ' Petitionsfromtie March 26. A Petition of the Clergy of Middleſex wx 
e preſented to the Houſe, and read, alledging, That the N 
depending in that Houſe, to , amend, and render 
more effectual the Laws in Being, for the more eafy Rech 
very of Tythes, Church Rates; Oblations, and other Fce 
fiaſtical Dues from the People called Quakers, would, x 
the Petitioners conceived, if paſſed into a Law, be extreme 
| prejudicial to themſelves and Brethren, excluding them fron 
the Benefit of the Laws then in being for the Recovery d 
Tythes and other Dues, and thereby putting the Clergy of AP: 
the Eſtabliſhed Church upon a worſe Foot than the rei d 
his Majeſty's Subjects; and therefore defiring to be heard by 0p 

their Counſel upon the Subject Matter of the ſaid Bill. 
This Petition was ordered to lie upon the Table, till th 
Bill ſhould be read a ſecond Time; and that the Petitionen 
if they thought fit, ſhould be then heard by their Cound 
againſt it: It was alſo ordered that Counſel be then bem 
for the Bill. The Clergy from all Parts of the Kingdon 

ſent up Petitions to the ſame Purpoſe. | 
| Sir Joſeph Jekyll March 29. Sir Joſeph Jekyll preſented to the Houſe, x-Wi-"" 
. uſe the Bill a= cording to Order, A Bill for laying a Duty whom the Re 
ur; * failers of Spirituous Liquors, and for licenſing the Reteiln Wi 
thereof ; and the ſame being received, Sir Robert Walpole P*©2; 
ſtood up, and by his Majeſty's Command acquainted de 
Houſe, © That, as the Alterations propoſed to be made by f 
* that Bill in the Duties charged upon all Spirituous I- 
* quors, might, in a great Degree, affect ſome Parts of li | 
« Majeſty's Civil Liſt Revenues, ariſing from the ſame, ue) 
« Majeſty, for the Sake of remedying ſo great an Evil, e, 
« was intended by that Bill to be prevented, conſented w IMP" 
accept any other Revenue of equal Value, to be fettlet ny" 2! 
« and appropriated in lieu of his Intereſt in the ſaid Duties.” WW 0! 
The Bill was then read the firſt Time, and ordered to be 
read a ſecond Time: After which a Motion was made, 
That the ſaid Bill be printed; but the Queſtion being put the | 
| it was carried in the Negative. _ 
Which is twice March 31. The ſaid Bill was read a ſecond Time, ue 
ted. | committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe. a. 

The Pin for Ha. The ſame Day the Bill for limiting the Number of Or 
ing the Number of cers in the Houſe of Commons, was read a ſecond Tins 
Houie dropt. and a Motion being made for committing the ſame, and de 
Queſtion being put, it was carried in the Negative by 224 

a Putin orthe do 177. [See Vel. III. p. 222. | 
Traders to the B:i- april 6. A Petition of the . and Planters tracy & he: 
ja America xa: to and intereſted in the Britiſh Sugar-Colonies in Amend. 
Sins l. . was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſerting forth, * 


* 
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i Majeſty a Du 

ln A dla by Retail, and for the Payment of the Sum of 
el. Yearly to his Majeſty by every Perſon retailing the 
N 
der 
eco. 
4 . 
n of Sugar, Moloſſes and Rum, as it would be affected 
m ue Bill brought in upon the ſaid Reſolutions ; in full Aſ- 

ee, that the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature would find 
Uh Means effectually to ſuppreſs the Evils occaſioned by the ex- 
* efire Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, without deſtroying the 
ah r Trade, upon which the Subſiſtence of ſo many Thou- 
| ds of his Majeſty's Subjects depended ; and therefore 
| the aying that the Petitioners might be heard by themſelves, 
n dbeir Counſel, againſt ſo much of the ſaid Bill, as they 
ans WF-cceived might extend to their Prejudice, or affect the Bri- 
dem id Sugar-T rade. 5 5 | 
dom Alter the Reading of this Petition, a Motion was made, 


ut the ſaid Petition be referred to the Conſideration of the 
amittee of the whole Houſe, to whom the ſaid Bill was 


r their Counſel before the ſaid Committee; but it being 
edged, that it was contrary to the Method of Proceeding 
| that Houſe, to hear Counſel or Parties upon any Peti- 
on againſt a Money- Bill, [See Vor. II. p. 371.] the Mem- 
rs, who had made and ſeconded the Motion, defired that 
ral Journals relating to the receiving Petitions againſt 
oney-Bills, might be read, viz. 1. The Journal of the 
ouſe, June 1. in the 10th of King William. 2. The 
mal of the Houſe of April 15. in the 11th of King 
lam. 3. The Journal of the Houſe of May 5. in the 
of King William. 4. The Journal of the Houſe of 
pril 3. in the 8th of King William. 5. The Journal of 


the Committee of the whole Houſe, in relation to the 
Xeec! gs of April 9, 1696. E The Journal of the 
uſe of May 9. in the 13th of King William. 8. The 
mal of the Houſe of March 20. in the 1ſt of Queen 
ie, Theſe being accordingly read, the Members who were 
de Motion urg'd, 

* That with reſpect to thoſe Money-Bills which were 
vght in for anſwering the current Service of the enſuing 
7, there was ſome Reaſon for not admitting Petitioners 
be teard againſt them; becauſe ſuch Services required an 
weciate Supply; they could not be carried on without 
Money, 


e Houſe of April 7. following. 6. The Committee -Book 


- * 


* 


Debate thereon, 


mmitted ; and that the Petitioners be heard by themſelves, - 
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Annog. Geo... Money, and they generally could not admit of 
| __ therefore the palllick Safe made it often 
ſuch Bills with the utmoſt Diſpatch, and for 
Houfe had laid it down as a Rule not to admit Petitions 
to be heard againſt them; but even in ſuch Caſes the þ; 
was not withont Exception, as appeared from the firſt of x 
above Journals, viz. June 1. in the 10th of King Willy 
relating to ſeveral Petitions of the Bailiffs, Wardens, 
| Commonality of the Occupation, Art, and Myftery of Wy 
vers, within the City of London, and of the Wardews 1 
Aſſiſtants of the Company of Worſted Weavers in the 
of Norwich, and to the ſeveral Orders of the-Houſe they 
upon; and to the Order of the Houſe for referring the (; 
ſideration of the Petition of the Eaſt- India Company to 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the Bil & i 
& Sum not exceeding two Millions, for ſettling a pete 
Fund or Payment of certain Annnities after the Rate of $1 
per Cent. per Annum for every 1001. and for farther Au 
tage therein mentioned, redeemable by Parliament, 
committed, and for hearing the ſaid Company by the 
Counſel upon the ſaid Bill before the ſaid Committee ; whe 
the Petitioners were admitted to be heard againſt that N 
notwithſtanding the great Sum that was thereby to be ni 
and notwithſtanding the greateſt Part of that Sum wa & 
ſigned; and was abſolutely neceſſary for the Support of « 
Civil Government, and of our Land and Sea-Sernces 
appeared by the Clauſe of Appropriation dontained in f 
Act; and conſidering the precarious Situation the Afain 
Europe were then in, it could not be denied but that 
Demands for thoſe Services were then as preſſing, and e 
quired as much Diſpatch as could almoſt at any one T on 
ſuppoſed. | 
That with reſpect to the Bill then before them, it a 
not properly be called a Money-Bill : There were, 
true, ſome Taxes to be impoſed by the Bill, but thoſe Ta 
were not deſigned as Supplies for anſwering the carrett 9 
vice of the Year ; they were deſigned only for puttmy 
End to an Abufe which had lately crept in among or R 
ple, and therefore the Rule for not admitting Petitionen 
be heard againſt a Money-Bill, could in no Manner of 
be applied to the Bill then before them. I 
That with reſpect to any Trade in which the Sah 
of this Nation had no Rival, the Legiſſature might d 
freely make ſuch Regulations as they had a Mind, bot u 
reſpect to any Trade in which our Subjects were 
by Foreign Powers, we ought to be extremely cautos 
making any new Regulation; becauſe in ſuch a Cafe 
ſmalleſt Diſcouragement might give Foreigners ſuck u 


- 


CSE MmEaauSosp or - - - 


To this it was anſwered 


much a Money-Bill as any other. That with reſpect to the 
Rale of not hearing Petitioners againſt ſuch Bills, it muſt be 
to have had a Beginning, as all ſuch Rules have ; 
and therefore before that Rule came to be fully eſtabliſhed as 
a Rule for directing the future Proceedings of that Houle, 
many Precedents might be quoted _ the obſerving of 
hat Rule, becauſe it was from thoſe very Precedents that 


e 
the Raule took its Riſe : It had been obſerved, that as ſoon 
any Bill was brought in for laying a Tax or Duty upon 
Sort of Goods, the Dealers in ſuch Goods always peti- 
boned, and deſired to be heard by themſelves or their Coun- 
| againſt the Bill, and always under a Pretence, that the 
ing of ſuch a Bill would injure the Trade of the Nation; 
yet upon hearing what they had to ſay, it was | 
od, that all their Arguments proceeded from private 
eus, or that they had nothing to offer but what had been 
ore under the Confideration of the Houſe ; ſo that it almoſt 
ys appeared, that the Hearing of ſuch Petitioners by - 
demſelves or their Counſel, was taking up a great deal of 
de Time of the Houſe to no Purpoſe : For this Reaſon the 
ouſe came at laſt to eſtabliſh it as a Rule not to be depart- 
d from, not to admit Petitioners to be heard by themſelves 
t their Counſel againſt any ſuch Bill; which Rule had then 
Ken inviolably obſerved for many Years, and the Reaſon 
u obſerving it was as ſtrong with reſpe& to the Bill then 
Kfore them, as with reſpe& to any other. | 
That they ought, without Doubt, to be extremely cau- 
us in making any Regulation which might diſcourage our 
er- Trade, or our Sugar-Colonies, but neither that Trade 
7 ay of thoſe Colonies could be of any Weight, when 
Put in the Ballance againſt the Health and the Happineſs of 
ie People of Great Britain; and if, for the Preſervation of 
* Health and the Morals of the People of Great Britain, 
Vor. IV. 2 they 
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1 
e g er u. they found themſelves under > IP of 23 

Aion which might leſſen the Conſumption of Sugar 
FR" the 
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ple of this Iſland, they muſt fall upon ſome-Wy 
—giving Encouragement to that Trade with reſpet 
Foreign Markets, which would be a greater Advantage t 
the Nation, and would prevent the Ruin of our own Pear 
But that for this Purpoſe they had no Occaſion for hearing 
the Petitioners by themſelves or their Counſel ; becaiſe g 
every one of them had a Repreſentative in that Houls, t 
might communicate their Thoughts upon that Subjeft 
their ſeveral Repreſentatives, [See Vo. IL. . 30g 
which Means the Houſe would be as fully informed of what 
they had to ſay, as if they were to be heard by themſche 
or their Counſel at the Bar; and therefore, as the gratting 
them any ſuch Hearing would be taking up the Time of te 

Houle to no Purpoſe, they could not but be againſt it 
The Queſtion was then put upon the Motion, and cant 
in the Negative without a Diviſion : Whereupon the Pet 

tion was ordered to lie upon the Table. 

Immediately after this a Petition of the Maſter, Warde 
A Perit'oz ef the Aſſiſtants, and Commonalty of the Society of Merchants 


B:rifkol Mercban's 


abet thc Bi: re- VENturers within the Citv of Briſtol, under their comme 


Ls Seal, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting fonkiP* 
that the Bill then depending before the Houſe, to lay T 
Duty of 205. a Gallon on all Spirituous Liquors fold .“ 


Retail, and a Sum of 501. vearly to be paid by every le 
tailer of the ſame, would, if enacted, be deſtruftive to tie 
Petitioners, and many Thouſands more of his Majetty's 80 
jects, as well in the Sugar-Colonies, as in the adjacent Fans 
of the ſaid City; and therefore imploring the Houſe to: 
fider the great Loſs, which mutt immediately thereafter 
eniue to the Revenue, Navigation, Traders, and others cot 
cerned in Sugar and Rum, and what Advantage Foreyren 
might make thereof; and to afford ſuch Relief therem, 
to the Houſe ſhou!d ſeem meet ; for that in their hunt 
Opinion, a proper Relief might be granted to them, without 
preventing the Evil complained of in the Bill from being 
cſtectually ſuppreſſed. 

This Petition was likewiſe ordered to lie upon the Tab 
April 8. A Petition of the Merchants and Owners d 
A! frem we Le. Ships trading from the Port of Leverpoole in the Count) 
ede . Palatine of Lancaſter, to and from the Britiſh Sugar-Colers 
Pe-. in America, was preſented to the Houſe, and read; ſettug 
forth. that the greateſt and principal Branch of their T 
conſimted in the Exportation of ManufaQuures, 11 Proben 0 
of Great Britain, to our Colonies in America, and bringag 
Moſcorado Sugars in Return for the ſame, three fourth Fr 

of which Sugars, could not be conſumed without beirg ® 


( 179 ) , 
and two fifth Parts when refined were drawn. into 7 Aung. Geo. . / 
| whereof near two thirds were diſtilled into Spirit; 
— if the Bill brought in upon ſeveral Reſolutions of * 
de Houſe, in order to lay a Duty of 20 6. a Gallon upon 
| Kinds of Spirituous Liquors retailed within this King-. 

im, Rum from his Majeſty's Plantations not excepted, : 

ould paſs into a Law, the greateſt Conſumption of refined 

cars would be entirely loſt, and Rum which is near a 

unk Part in Value of the Produce of our Sugar-Colonies, ' 

oald alſo be rendered of little or no Value, and two thirds 

{ the Moloſſes produced from refined Sugars, muſt become 

leſs, to the inevitable Ruin of our Sugar Plantations, and . 

heltruction of the two moſt valuable Branches of our foreign 

Inde, to the Britiſh Colonies and the Coaſt of Africa; and 

kerefore expreſſing their Hope, that the Legiſlature would 

it hazard ſo beneficial a Trade, to cure an Evil, that never 

ald have happened from Rum, or any other Liquor of 

zat Value, but would be able to find Means effectually to 

preſs the ſame, without extending ſuch Means to any of 

te Liquors that were diſtilled from the Produce of our own 

lntations 3 and praying, that the Houſe would be pleaſed - 

take their Caſe into Conſideration, and give ſuch Relief 

rein, as the Houſe ſhould find moſt meet. 

This Petition was likewiſe ordered to lie upon the Table. 

4rilg. The Order of the Houſe being read, for the Ditillers enabled 

cue to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, Sent of Bubrc% in 

o confider farther of the ſaid Bill, it was ordered, That it 2 

do be an Inſtruction to the ſaid Committee to have Power 

o receive a Clauſe for enabling ſuch Perſons as had exerciſed 

de Baſineſs of Diſtillation for a Time to be limited, or had 

Tc, or were then bound as Apprentices to ſuch Buſineſs, 

lo any other Trade or Buſineſs in any City, Town, 

x Face, in England. 

after this the Houſe reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Commit- 

dat when they came to that Clauſe by which it was en- 

<=, That the Duties and Revenues which ſhould ariſe 

7 Licences for vending Brandy or Spirits, as alſo the pre- Farther Dee con- 

{rr Duties on Low Wines, Strong Waters, Brandy, Rum, — — 

%<:, and all other Spirits, whether Foreign or Britiſh, f g by © 

e 1221 Duties as ſhould ariſe by retailing the ſame, * won, Liquors. 

De from and after the 29th of September 1736, be 

=!tec to, and made Part of the general or Aggregate 

ind eſtabliſned by the Act of the firſt Year of the Reign 

tas late Majeſty King George I. and ſhould be iſſued 

dee applied to the Uſes to which the ſaid Fund was, or 

Abe made applicable. 

1:2 ime was oppoſed by ſeveral Members, as being un- 

ay, becauſe, tho' the Produce of thoſe Duties was ap- 
43 2 55 2 2 propriated 


that I ht happen, icht provid by nent Seflion of 
— when —— of that Deficiency wauld } 
aſcertained : But it being infiſted on, That the 
duce of thoſe Duties could not near anſwer the Ends to whi 
it was appropriated, and that it was abſolutely neceſſary 
the Sake of publick Credit, to grant a new Fund to't 
Creditors of the Publick, by the ſame Bilt by which 
took away or diminiſhed theix old, the Clauſe was aged 
without a Diviſion. 
5# Then the next Clauſe was read, as follows, And 
Debate concerning as the ſaid Duties upon Low. Wines, Strong Waters, Bras 
he graghed to the © dy, Rum, Arrack, and all other Spirits whether Perch 
ſack Defcieac ar or Britiſh, are amongſt other Duties and Revenues 
the Civil FR ben * with, and liable to pay ſeveral Sums of Money, as well 6 
altering the Duties © for the Support of his Majeſty's Houſhold and Faniy 
orn. and the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, as for Py: 
ment of Annuities and other Payments to ſeveral Cum 
© rations, and to other Perſons intitled thereunto: and it 
may ſo happen, that by making the Alterations aforekil 
iin the ſaid Duties, the Funds charged with the Payment 
© aforeſaid may prove deficient : And whereas by a Mediun 
of eight Years, computed from the Time of his Majely 
happy Acceſſion to the Throne to Midſummer haſt h 
the Sum of is taken to be the Medium 0 
© the annual Produce of what has been applied of the Dv- 
ties aforeſaid to the Service of his Majeſty's Houſhold ad 
Family: To the End therefore, that neither his Majely, 
nor any other Perſon or Perſons, Bodies Politick or Coe 
* rate, who-is or are intitled to any Part, Share, or Inter, 
in the Money ariſing by the ſaid Duties, may be Loſe, 
or receive any Prejudice by the Alterations aforeſaid, be! 
« enacted by the Authority aforeſaid, That from and aft 
* the ſaid 2gth Day of September, 1736, there ſhall be 
paid to his Majeſty during his natural Life, (which C0 
Jong preſerve) out of the Monies of the faid general 
Aggregate Fund, the Sum of per Am. 
being the aforeſaid Medium of what has been annually #p 
* plied of the Duties aforeſaid, towards the Service of | 
« Majeſty's Houſhold and Family, and other his Exp 
and Occaſions, from his happy Acceſſion to the Tire 
to Midſummer laſt paſt,” Fre 
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- to fill up the Blank before any Thing could be faid 
either for or againſt the Clauſe, therefore they would pro- 

that the Blank ſhould be filled up with the Sum of 
43,0001. which being the leſſer Sum, the Queſtion was of 
Courſe to be firſt put for filling up the Blank with this le{- 
ſer Sum, and as this was oppoſed by the Gentlemen who 
had propoſed the Sum of 70,000 l. it brought on a long De- 
hate, in which the chief Arguments in Favour of the leſſer 
dum were as follows: 

Sir, 
I am of Opinion that the Civil Liſt cannot be any Loſer 
by diminiſhing the Conſumption of ſpirituous Liquors, be- 
cauſe, whatever may be thereby loſt to the Civil Lift, will 
be much more than made good by the Increaſe of the Con- 
ſumption of other Liquors, of the Duties upon which the 
Civil Liſt has a much larger Share than it has of thoſe Du- 
ties payable _= fpirituous Liquors ; therefore whatever 
Sum this Blank may be filled up with, I muſt look upon 
every Shilling of it, not as a Compenſation, but as a new 
Addition to the Civil Lift Revenue, and fince I do not think 
that the Crown has Occaſion for any new Addition to that 
Revenue, I muſt look upon this whole Sum as a real Loſs 
to the People: I muſt look upon the Whole, Sir, as a Sort 
of Purchaſe Money we are to pay for the Bill now before 
; and ſince we muſt pay a Price for preſerving the Health 
and Morals of the People, ſurely if we are good Merchants, 
if we are honeſt Truſtees for the People, we ſhould endea- 
your to bring down that Price as much as we can. But ſup- 
poling, Sir, that the Loſs the Civil Liſt may ſuſtain by di- 
uniſning the Conſumption of ſpirituous Liquors, were not 
to be made good by the Increaſe which that Diminution 
vill naturally produce in ſome of the other Branches of 
that Revenue ; the yearly Sum to be given to the Civil Liſt 
n Lieu of that Loſs, ought not to be calculated from a Me- 
Gum of eight Years after his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion 
o the Throne, but from a Medium of eight Years im- 
nediately preceding his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the 
Throne ; for when the Parliament, which eſtabliſhed the 


Pre» 


granting 43,000L 
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1 ( 188 ) | 
| amog. Ceo... preſent Civil Liſt, were conſidering what Duties work, 
| . p ſufficient for raiſing that Revenue, which they 
| w“as neceſſary for ſupporting his Majeſty's Houſhold and Pr 
Þ mily, they tould not have under their Co ion the 
Produce of thoſe Duties in time to come; and much leh 
could they have under their Confideration an Increaſe which 
might ariſe by an Abuſe, ſo as to put it out of the Pont 
of Parliament to rectify that Abuſe, without making goo 
to the Civil Liſt the increaſed Revenue it had acquired by) 
that Abuſe : They could have nothing under their Conſide. 
ration but the Produce of thoſe Duties for Years paſt, and 
for this Reaſon the Clauſe, now before us, ought to hae 
been drawn up in a quite different Manner from what it 
is ; or at leaſt it ought to have been left to the Committee 
to determine, whether they would take the eight Years be. 
| Fore, or the eight Years after his Majeſty's Acceſſion ; in 
which Caſe it ought to have been in theſe Terms : * And 
whereas by a Medium of Years computed from 
6 to the the Sum of is taken to 
* be the Medium of the annual Produce of that Part of the 
Duties aforeſaid, appropriated to the Service of his Mu. 
| | « jeſty's Houſhold and Family.” 
| This, Sir, was, in my Opinion, the only proper and 
| regular Method in which this Clauſe could have been 
brought in: If it had been brought in according to this 
Method, the Committee, where only it is proper to deter- 
mine ſuch Things, would have been left at full Libery 
to chuſe the Medium of any Number of Years after, or the 
Medium of any Number of Years before his Majeſty's Ac- 
ceflion ; and if we had choſe the Medium of eight Ven 
before his Majeſty's Acceſſion, which we certainly oughtto 
have done, the Medium would not have amounted to the 
Sum now under our Conſideration ; becauſe the Abuſe with 
reſpect to the Conſumption of home-made Spirits was not 
near ſo great in the eight Years preceding his Majeſty's Ac- 
ceſſion, as it has been in the eight Years ſince; and every one 
Knows how greatly the Produce of the Duties upon forei 
Spirits increaſed after that miraculous Tide whichopened 
Port of Dunkirk, and which brought in upon us an Inuncs 
tion of French Brandies under the Name of Flemiſh ; inſo- 
much that in the Year 1723, which was the Year after that 
prodigious 'T ide, and but two Years after a very remark- 
able Change in our Adminiſtration, the Duties on foreign 
Brandies and Spirits amounted to above 50,000 |. wheres 
in the Year 1721, they did not amount to 25,000 |. and ve 
likewiſe know, that, ſince his Majeſty's Acceſſion, this In- 
dation has rather increaſed than diminiſhed. 
But again, Sir, ſuppoſing we were to take this Matter 
| 1 
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r 
;oht for the : Suppoſing thatwe to | 6 
1 10h which the Civil Lit may ſuſtain, by diminiſhing 8 
Conſumption of ſpirituous Liquors, from a Medium of eight 
Years to be computed from the Time of his Majeſty's hap- 
oy Acceſſion to the Throne to Midſummer laſt ; yet ſurely | 
the extraordinary Increaſe that happened in the Duties upon 
foreign Brandies and Spirits in the Year 1733, ought not to 
te brought into that Calculation; for in that Year, we may 
remember we reaſſumed our Deſire to encourage our own 
Ditllery, and for that Reaſon French Brandies being 
wanted, as was pretended, to mix up with and rectify our 
own Spirits, as well as for the Love and Eſteem we bore 
the French, a Law was paſſed, for lowering the Duties upon 
French Brandies, and for making all foreign Brandies pay 
n equal Duty with them: This of courſe gave the Alarm 
to our old Friends at Dunkirk, who foreſaw that they could 
2 longer import French Brandies upon us under the Name 
o Flemiſh, and therefore, before that AR took Place, they 
brought in ſuch large Quantities of Brandy, that the Duties 
en foreign Brandies and Spirits, for that Year only amounted 
to near 318,000 I. which was near 200,000 l. more than 
w uſual in any one Year ; yet this extraordinary and ca- 
ſuzl Produce ſeems now intended to be brought. in, for mag- 
mfying the Loſs which the Civil Lift may ſuſtain by dimi- 
tiſing the Conſumption of ſpirituons Liquors, and for in- 
creaſing the Sum, with which the People are to be loaded 
for making good that pretended Loſs. I fay pretended Loſs, 
Sr, becauſe I am convinced the whole will appear to be ſo, 
2nd therefore I am now for filling up the Blank with the 
(nalleſt Sum I have here propoſed ; but when the Queſtion 
comes to be put upon the Clauſe in general, I ſhall give my 
Negative to the Whole, and for that Reaſon I ſhall give 
wyſelf very little Concern about the Sum with which it is 
ty to be filled up.” | 

ON it was anſwered as follows, viz. 

in, 

* I ſhall not take up your Time with endeavouring to argumersfor 
kew, that the Loſs which the Crown may ſuſtain, by leſſen- £312 72-0091. 
vg the Conſumption of ſpirituous Liquors, cannot be made - 
pod by the Increaſe that muſt thereby be occaſioned in the 
Lnſumption of other Liquors ; becauſe I do not take it to 
de the Queſtion now before us: It is evident from the Ac- 
ts upon our Table, that his Majeſty's Share of the Du- 
upon ſpirituous Liquors has for theſe eight Years laſt 
* amounted yearly to about 70,000 l. one Year with ano- 
der, therefore if the whole of theſe Duties be for the fu- 
= appropriated and made payable to the Aggregate Fund, 

1. 
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u b evident, and 1 think admitted on boch Sides 


in Time to come. In this, Sir, I happen to be of a v.. 


( 184 ) 
Majeſty will by fach Appropriations loſe d yearly Ren 


to thoſe Reſolutions upon which this Bill was f 
ded : Therefore the only Queſtion now before us, is, ty& 
termine how much his Majeſty will really loſe, in orders 
the ſame may be for the future made do his MA 
out of that Fund to which we have Propriat 
thoſe Duties, which formerly belonged to his Majeſty's C 
Lift. This, in my Opinion, is no more than toingy 
Juſtice to his Majeſty, which every man in a private 
picity would in ſuch a Caſe moſt reaſonably expelt 
another: If I ſurrender a Part of my Eſtate to my Neih 
bour for his Conveniercy, it is but reaſonable be fin 
make good to me the Damage I may ſuſtain by ſuch d 
der. Whether the Loſs his Majeſty will moſt certaindy ſula 
by taking from him thoſe Duties which formerly beloy 
to him, may be made good by the Inereaſe of ſome 
the other Duties appropriated to the Civil Lift, is a Queſt 
of a different Nature : I am certain it cannot now be & 
termined whether there be any ſuch Increaſe or not; and 
any ſuch Increaſe ſhould hereafter appear, then it wil 
Time enough to determine how that Increaſe oupht u 
diſpoſed of. | ” 
Now, Sir, with Reſpect to the Loſs his Majefly 
ſuſtain, and the Method by which the Quante of t 
Loſs is to be determined, it ſeems a little odd to me, ths 
in order to put a Value upon a Loſs which his Majeſty 
ſuſtain, by taking from him a Revenue which he has e 
joyed, Gentlemen ſhould propoſe to put a Value upon f 
Loſs, by computing the Produce of a Revenue which 
Majeſty never enjoyed : This Method of 
pears to me fo very extraordinary, that I think I need a 
put it in its true Light, in order to ſhew that it 821 
thod we ought not to take. But it is (aid chat when the 73 
liament, which eftabliſhed the preſent Civil Liſt Rev 
were confidering what Duties would be fufficient for min 
the Revenue, which they thought was neceſſary for in 
porting his Majeſty's Houſhold and Family, they could v 
have under their Conſideration the Produce of thoſe Dun 
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ferent Opinion; for as they were conſidering what VI 
would be ſufficient to raiſe a future Revenne, I » Wy 
could confider only a future Produce ; and the 
which that Revenue was eſtabliſhed ſhews, that tht | 


(485) | 1 
der their View only the future Produce of thoſe Duties, Annag. g=. 7 
which I to the raiſing of that Revenue 4 
They con 


that 800,000]. a Year was the leaſt that ** 
an beceſſary for ſupporting bis Majeſty's Houſhold and Fa- 
niy, and the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of Great 
Witin 3 and therefore, if the future Produce of thoſe Pu- 
ties, which were then a F. 
Sum yearly, ſhould fall ſhort, obliged themſelves to 
make it good: The yearly Sum of 800,0001: I ſay, the) 
xekoned the leaſt that was neceſſary for the Purpoſes intend- 
& ; but then they conſidered, that even a large Sum might k 
beneficially applied to the fame Purpoſes, and therefore, 
i Caſe the future Produce of thoſe Duties ſhould amount to 
wore than 800,000 1. a Year, thoſe Surpluſſes by them were 
likewiſe appropriated to the Civil Lift, and his Majeſty has 
„ good a Right to thoſe Surpluſles, if any has ariſen, or 
ould ariſe, as he has to auy Part of the 800, ooo l. a Year. 
© From this Conſideration, Sir, every Gentleman myſt 
ke, that, if by any new Regulation we diminiſh the Pro- 
lace of any of thoſe Duties appropriated to the Civil Lift, 
we are in Juſtice to his Majelty obliged to make good the 
Lol which the Civil Lift may thereby ſuſtain ; for I hope 
Parliament of Great Britain will never act ſo childiſh a 
Part as to make a Grant in one Year, and to take back that 
Grant, or any Part of that Grant in the next: We may 
te obliged, for the Sake of the publick Good, to make 
we Alterations in the Grants we have made, or may 
lereaſter make; but it is to be hoped we never ſhall make 
iy ſuch Alterations without the Conſent of = thoſe inte- 
ed therein, or without m_—_ the Loſs they ma j 
lain. Ii. dn ef u C Til as n 
Aublihed, I muſt look in the ſame Way as if one 
mtleman, for Favour Affection, or ſome other Con- 
eration, ſhould make a Grant or a Preſent to another of 
| Ticket in the preſent Lottery with this Condition, that 
it came up a Blank, he would give him 51. in Lieu 
dereof, but if it came up a large Prize, the Whole ſhould 
Kong to the Grantee. Now if, after ſuch a Grant made 
a the moſt folemn Manner, the Ticket ſhould come up a 
fe Prize, I ſhould think the Granter both very childiſh F 
a very unjuſt, if he inſiſted upon having any Share in | 
kt Prize, or upon taking any-Part of it from the Grantee, 
wat giving him an adequate Conſideration. We are not 
to inquire whether the Duties granted to the Civil Liſt 
"ace more than 800, ooo l. a Year, or not; but if they 
© rezlly produce more, that Surplus is a Sort of Prize we 
ne already granted to his Majeſty, and we neither can 
e ht to take any Part of that Surplus from him, or 
Vor- IV. A a to 
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6 miniſhed, without making good 
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in 1 
Way; and that Loſs ought certainly to be computed d 
e. of the Grant ſince it was made, ſor be 


the Grant was made, there could be no ſuch Produce. 
i that it would be a 
ion, to the Lob b 
Majeſty may ſuſtain, from a Medium of the | 
any Number of Years before his Acceſſion, I think I av 
not take any Notice of thoſe Alterations which happened 
in the Duties upon Spirituous Liquors, or any other [ 
ties, before that happy Period; but give me Leave to tal 
ſome Notice of that Alteration or Increaſe, which happen 
in the Year 1733, with reſpect to the Duties on — 
Brandies and Spirits; and give me Leave to ſay, that fr 
the very Nature of that Increaſe, it a to me en 
dent, that it ought to be taken into the Calculation, i 
order to increaſe the Medium of the Produce of the eight 
Years fince his Majeſty's Accefſion ; becauſe the large Qui 
tities of Flemiſh and Dutch Brandies, that were then impe 
ted, were not all brought hither to be conſumed within th 
Year, there having been in that Year no greater Conſuny 
tion, I believe, of ſuch Liquors than in former Years: N 
Sir, they were imported, in order to avoid paying th 
high Duty which was ſoon after to take Place, and were t 
be lodged here as a Stock in Hand, in order to 
Conſumption for ſeveral Years then to come, 
muſt ſuppoſe that that Stock, which was then thrown 1 
upon us, has lefſened the Importation of ſuch Liquors, 
conſequently the Produce of the Duties them ere 
fince ; ſo that to exclude that Increaſe from our preſen 
Computation, would be doing a manifeft Injury to hs N 
jeſty, becauſe it would be taking from him the Advaniaz 
which appears upon one Side of the Account, without ma 
ing any Allowance for the Loſs, with which that Advantzy 
15 balanced upon the other Side of the Account. 
From theſe Conſiderations, Sir, I am convinced th 
70, ooo I. is the leaſt Sum the Crown can loſe, by tab 
from the Civil Liſt that Share it formerly had of the B. 
ties on Spirituous Liquors ; and as we cannot now have 
Certainty that any Part of this Loſs will be made go 
by the Increaſe of the Duties on other Liquors, therm 
I ſhall give my Negative to the preſent Queſtion, in of 
that the Queſtion may be next put for filling up the Bm 
in this Clauſe with the Sum of 70,0001. to which I l 
moſt heartily give my Affirmative.” 
To this it was replied by the Members, who were ** 
granting only 43,0001. for the ſaid Deficiency, * 5 
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hat without any , 
-opoſed by this Clauſe, the Civil Liſt will be a Gainer 

e Diminution, or rather Prohibition of the Uſe of Spiri- 
nos Liquors by Retail: But in conſidering this Queſtion, 
x ought to diſtinguiſh moſt accurately what the Gentlemen 
the other Side ſeem moſt induſtriouſly to confound : We 
xeht to diſtinguiſh between this Queſtion, Whether the 
vil Lift will be a Loſer by taking from it the Share it 
;merly had in the Duties upon Spirituous Liquors ? And 
te other Queſtion, Whether the Civil Lift will upon the 
Fhole be a Loſer by diminiſhing the Conſumption of Spiri- 
wous Liquors ? 

Wich Regard to the firſt of theſe Queſtions, Sir, it is 
tat we have nothing to do with; for no Man ever doubt- 
u, but that the Civil Liſt will be a Loſer by taking from 
that Share of the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, which 
ymerly belonged to it: But with Regard to the other 
Queſtion, If the Loſs the Civil Liſt may ſuſtain by diminiſh- 
I the Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors, or even by tak- 
In from it the Share it had formerly in the Duties upon 
fech Liquors, if this Loſs, I ſay, be made good to the Civil 
La, by the Increaſe that will thereby be occaſioned in its 
due of the Duties upon Beer and Ale and all other Sorts 
f Liquors, are we then bound, either in Juſtice or Honour, 
omake that Loſs a ſecond Time good to the Civil Liſt, out 
of that Fund which is appropriated to the Payment of our 
lebts, and to the Relief of our People from the heavy 
Tues they groan under? I ſay, No, Sir; both Honour 
ad Juſtice are, in my Opinion, ſtaked upon the other Side 
i the Queſtion, and I hope this Houſe will always be upon 
Wat Side, where they are at Stake. 

Id is true, Sir, that by the preſent Eſtabliſhment of the 
Gril Liſt there are a great many Duties appropriated to- 
vc the raiſing of that Revenue, with the Proviſo, that if 
dey do not produce 800,000 1. yearly, if there happens a 
Detciency, we are to make it good; but if there hap 
© Increaſe or Surplus, the Whole ſhall belong to his Ma- 
57. This, I grant, is the preſent Eſtabliſhment of that 
&enve, but this Day's Debate ſhew us the Inconvenience 
making ſuch Eftabliſhments ; and I am very ſure, that 
Aa 2 neither 
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u. neither his Majeſty nor the Parliament ever thought, or ence 
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intended, that any of thoſe Surpluſſes ſhould be-inereafs} 
any Thing that might tend to the DeſtruQtion of the 
in general; nor was it ever intended, that the Parlianay 
ſhould not have it - its Power ROY or to put a 
to a pernicious Conſumption, wi making ty 
Civil Lift the Surplus that had ariſen from r Loma — 
cious Conſumption. It may as well be pretended, tha if 
the Plague ſhould ſpread itſelf over Spain and P m 
could not prohibit Commerce with them, or prevent 
Importation of their Wines, without maki 
Civil Liſt its Share in the Duties upon e Wing, u 
Medium to be computed for eight Years paſt : Wheres n 
ſuch a Caſe, I believe, it will be granted, that the high 
Obligation we could lye under, would be to make the Cri 
Liſt good 800,000 |. a Year, in Caſe the Produce of the other 
Duties appropriated for that Purpoſe ſhould fall thor u 
that Sum. 

But, Sir, the Caſe now under our Confideration flank 
in a much ſtronger Light; for if all the Duties approprizted 
to the Civil Liſt now produce a Million Sterling yearly, de 
Regulation we are to make, tho' it may intirely take amy 
one Branch of that Revenue, or very much diminiſh it, yet 
it will increaſe ſome of the others ſo much, that 
they will ſtill produce at leaſt a Million yearly ; and then 
molt that can be pretended is, that the Parliament tall 


the 
to the 
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by any new Regulation diminiſh the general Produce, If 
general Surplus of the Civil Lift Revenue, as it fark Cor 
preſent, or may ſtand at any future Period of Time. Ny, de 
even with Reſpect to this general Produce of the whole Ds: 
ties a; propriated to the Civil Liſt, we ought to diſtinguih Le 
between thoſe Regulations, which may proceed from 20. = t 
dental Misfortunes or the Nature of Things, and thee Gr, 
Regulations which may proceed meerly from the Will Ce 
Authority of Parhament ; becauſe his Majeſty's unaccou 12 
table Right to this general Produce muſt remain ſabjett v ©. 
the former, tho' perhaps not to the latter: If the Parin- , it; 
ment ſhould diſcharge or give up any of the — 2 
propriated to the Civil Lift, or apply them to ſome other L * 
it might perhaps be ſaid that we ſhould be obliged to mare BN 2»: 
the Loſs good to his Majeſty, even tho“ it ſhould be 1 Fer 
appear, that the remaining Duties would produce more than BW ve 
800,0001. a Year : This, I ſay, might be faid, tho I an Ti 
far from thinking ſo ; but if a War, or a Plague, or Fer 
ſuch Misfortune ſhould oblige us to make a Regulatios, , n 
which the Produce of any one of the Duties now app WW ©: 
priated to the Civil Liſt ſhould be intirely annihilated, BN N: 
very much diminiſhed, I am ſure it could not be faid, 4 v 


ll thoſe who ſhould 
ay Perſon to —— irs their Houſes, aſter Mi- 


gladly ak the Gentlemen of the other 
dae of the __ If they would, or could with any 
Reaſon have inſiſted, that we were obliged to make the Loſs 
mod to his Majeſty, even tho* the remaining Produce ſhould 
i have amounted to above 800,000 l. a Year ? And again 
| would aſk them, Wherein ehe Difference lyes between a 
Lw for prohibiting Drunkennefſs, and a Law for laying 
fach high Duties upon Liquors, as to prevent its being in 
the Power of moſt Men to purchaſe a Quantity ſufficient for 
making them drunk? N 
* ] ſhall agree with the honourable Gentleman, Sir, that 
if I furrender a Part of my Eftate to my Neighbour for his 
Corveniency, it is moſt reaſonable he ſhould make good to 
me the Damage I may ſuſtain by ſuch Surrender: But how 
» this applicable to the preſent Caſe ? We do not defire any 
Srrender, we defire that the Duties may ſtand appropriated 
s they are at preſent ; and we infiſt upon it, that no Damage 
a happen to his Majefty by what we propoſe : It is the 
Gentlemen of the other Side of the Queſtion who inſiſt upon 
racing a Surrender, and tho' they know they can ſuſtain 
to Damage by that Surrender, yet they inſiſt upon our pay- 
ag them what Price they pleaſe to ſet upon it. We have 
rceed given a Lottery Ticket, and I believe that Ticket 
bz: proved to be a Benefit Ticket: We do not deſire to take 
wy any Part of that Benefit ; but we find, that the very 
find from which that Benefit is to ariſe, is in Danger; and 
we only defire, that thoſe to whom we gave this Benefit 
Ticker, would join with us in Meaſures for preſerving that 
Fend : This is but reaſonable ; and fince this can no way 
Uiniſh the Benefit they are entitled to, it is not rea- 
bor2ble they ſhould inſiſt upon our giving them another Be- 
tet Ticket for joining with us in a Meafure, which appears 
d de neceſſary for our mutual Preſervation. : 
From 
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From what I have ſaid, Sir, I think it is evident, thy 
altho' the Civil Liſt were to ſuffer by diminiſhing: the C- 
ſumption of Spirituous Liquors, we are not obliged to nu 
good the Loſs : But as the Blank in the Clauſe now before 
us muſt be fill'd up with ſome one Sum or another, I ſul 
now conſider what has been ſaid with reſpect to the Method 
of calculating the Sum, with which that Blank is to be 
up; and as upon the preſent Oecaſion the Eſtabliſhney 
of the Civil Lift has been repreſented to us as a Gray 
from the Parliament to the Crown, which ought not to be 
touched or in the leaſt diminiſhed, even for the £ | 
Preſervation of the People, I muſt take Notice of one Rub 
obſerved by all Courts of Equity in the World, and that, 
to explain the doubtful Meaning of a Grant, by that which 
may be preſumed to have been the 2 the Grantor 
at the Time the Grant was made. Suppoſe then, Sir, le 
had had at that Time a Prophet amongſt us, and that Pro- Por 
phet had informed the Parliament, that in a few Years after, 
the Duties on Spirituous Liquors would increaſe conſiderably, uni 
and that our People would begin to drink ſo exceflively Mit 
ſuch Liquors, that for the Preſervation of the People i 
would become neceſſary to put a Stop to that Exceſs : Sup- lame 
poſe, that upon ſuch Information a Queſtion had ariſen in 
that Parliament, for obliging any future Parliament that 
might find it neceſſary to put a Stop to that Exceſs, to make emo! 
good to the Civil Lift its Share in thoſe Duties according to don, 

the Value it ſhould ariſe to by that Exceſs, and | 
to a Computation to be made at the very Time when that e 

Exceſs was to be at its higheſt Pitch. Can we imagine that eff 
ſuch a Queſtion would have met with any Reception in that hs ( 
Parliament, or in any Parliament? And if we cannot ſap WD utie: 
poſe it would, can we preſume, that that Parliament mem 
or intended to give his Majeſty ſuch an indelible Right w m! 
the Increaſe, that might happen by the Extravagance of the latter 
People in any of thoſe Duties then appropriated to the Neven 
Liſt, that it ſhould not be in the Power of any future Pa- ben! 
liament to put a Stop to the Extravagance of the People, ef tha 
without making good to his Majelty's Civil Liit the Increal cient 
that had ariſen by that Extravagance ? dong m 
IJo illuſtrate this Matter ſtill a little more clearly, ſap r upor 
poſe, Sir, that Parliament which eſtabliſhed the Civil La new | 
had laid a Duty upon Laudanum, and had appropriated that 8W'ppoſe 
Duty to the Civil Liſt : Suppoſe that in a few Years after, de li 
the Uſe of Laudanum ſhould have become more genenl ey a] 
and more exceſſive in this Nation than ever it was in Turk), umbe 
inſomuch that Multitudes of our People ſhould have ben Ne pre 
every Day found in the Streets murdered by the exceſm Hr the 
Uſe of that Poyſon ; and that by this general and excelive BW inten 
| Conſumptos 


pon it ſhould have detaſioned à e 9; Groth | | 


Civil Lift Revenue; will — . 
Parliament could N. 
i the Abuſe of that -Poyſon, 
vitdout making Ma the Increaſe in the 
nl Liſt Revenue, that had been occaſioned by that Abuſe ? 


ſnot this the very Caſe with reſpect to Spirituous Liquors ? 
Therefore I am ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, that we cannot put 

Stop to, or prevent the Abuſe of ſuch Liquors, without 
making good to his Majeſty the Increaſe in the Civil Liſt 
Revenue that has been occaſioned by that very Abuſe ? 

+ Thus, Sir, I think I have fully ſhewn what could not 
te the Meaning or Intention of the Parliament, when they 
| to his Majeſty the whole Produce of thoſe Duties 
they appropriated to the Civil Liſt ; but now let us inquire a 
little what may be preſumed to have been their Intention: 
For my own Part, I believe the only Meaning or Intention 
they had, was a good-natured one, to give his Majeſty's 
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bly, Miniſters a little more Latitude in the Diſpoſal of the Civil 
l Revenue, and to prevent their being put to the Trouble 
le it ef laying the Accounts of that Revenue yearly before Par- 
Sup- Wlizment. But ſuppoſe they meant to grant his Majeſty a 
ht to the whole Produce ot thoſe Duties, as it then ſtood 
tat ccording to the Calculations they had made, which is the 
nake WWumoſt that can be ſuppoſed they meant; upon this Suppo- 
on, in order to know what his Majeſty has a Right to by 
ding What Grant, we muſt examine into the Calculations they may 
that eve been ſuppoſed to have made for aſcertaining, or at leaſt 
that Wpucfling at, the Value of what they were about to grant. In 
that ts Caſe we are told, that as they were conſidering what 
e WP uties would be ſafficient to raiſe a future Revenue, they 
neal Would have under their Conſideration only a future Produce. 
ht em ſorry, Sir, to hear ſuch a Manner of arguing in a 
fe later of ſuch Conſequence : For the raiſing of a future 
Civil craue, to be ſure a future Produce muſt be applied, but 
Par hen People are conſidering and calculating what the Amount 
ople, WW! that future Produce may be, and whether it will be ſuf- 
reale cent to raiſe ſuch a future Revenue, ſurely their Calcula- 
ons muſt be founded upon their Experience of what is paſt, 
pon their Knowledge of what is then preſent : If it is 
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new Duty, they found their Calculations on what is then 
'ppoſed to be the Quantity or the Value of the Goods, 
ace liable to that new Duty; and if it is an old Duty, 
ey always conſider the Produce of that Duty for ſuch a 
ber of Years paſt, and from thence calculate what it 
produce in Time to come; therefore we cannot ſuppoſe 
@ the Parliament which eſtabliſhed the Civil Liſt, granted, 
intended to grant, any more than a Share of the Produce 
of 
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ies upon Spirituous Liquors, at à Medium glg 
n or Eight Years before his Majeſty's Acre 
for this Reaſon, ſuppoſing that we are obliged to nh 
good to his Majeſty, which Lam far from think 
the Sum we ate now to give to the Civil Lift for makin 
ood, ought to be taken from a Medium 
| of eight Years before his Majeſty's Accel 
not from a Medium ſince his Majelty's Accefic 
h has been greatly increaſed by the very Abuſe w 
now about to rectify. 1 | 
It has —_— been — Sir, that l 
for Gentlemen to propoſe putting a Value the 
Arn 
venue which he has enjoyed, by computing the Produce of 
a Revenue he never enjoyed. Surely every Gentleman nul 
ſee the Fallacy of this Argument: We do not defire 9 
take any Revenue from his Majeſty, and therefore we 1 
not to compute the Loſs he may ſuſtain by the taking of 
any Revenue from him; but if any Revenue be taken fron 
kim, the Parliament we fay is obliged to make it grad 
only according to that Value which was put upon it by 
the Parliament that granted it, and not according to the 
increaſed Value it may ſince have ariſen to, by an Aba 
which ought, long before this Time, to have been effedy- 
ally prevented. | 

With Reſpect, Sir, to the great Increaſe of Foreign 
Brandies and Spirits, that happened in the Year 1733, by 
the great Importation of French Brandies under the Nu 
of Flemiſh, I ſhall readily grant that they were not import 
ed for immediate Conſumption, but in order to remain, ul 
be kept here as a Stock in Hand; nay, I muſt go fartha, 1 
muſt ſuppoſe, that all or moſt of them ſtill remain here u 
a Stock in Hand ; I cannot ſuppoſe that any great Quantiy 
of them has yet been conſumed, becauſe the Daties upou 
Foreign Brandies have been as high in the Year 1734, all 
1735, as they were in any two Years before 1733. Aud 
the Reaſon of this may be eafily aſſigned ; for as the Me- 
chants at Dunkirk were obliged to make their Importatiou 
in 1733, in a great Hurry, they had not Time to fend ts 
Nantz and other Places of France for old Brandies, the 
fore they run in upon us all the new Brandies they had 1 
their Cellars at Dunkirk ; but as theſe new Brandies could 
not be fit to be drank in the Year 1734, or 1735, 
Conſumption for the two Years was ſupphed by new In- 
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portations of old Brandies from France: From whence *t 
muſt reckoh, that the great Importation in the Year 1733 
has no ways leſſened the Duties upon Foreign. Brandies c 
Spirits for theſe laſt two Years, but may very probably : 


i 
A 
A 
0] 
ec 
m 
tr 
ex 
on 
ſer 
bo 


Bg 


[p99 2 


t, that to © 204 
pu 1733 n Is 1 ni 
Advantage, which happened by that cafual Importation, to 
Account of the Civil Liſt, in order to bring a double Lo! 
won the Sinking Fund ; for that facred Fund js to by 
ed with near 4000 l. a Year, during his Majeſty 5 
more than it would have been ch; with; if no ſuch ex- 
traordinary Importation had ever happened; and by that 
extraordinary Im jon, and the Decreaſe in the Duties 
on Foreign Brandies, which muſt thereby be occaſioned fot 
ſereral Years to ena” at ng to 2 Duties are | 
dow to be appropriated m a very conſiderable Sum.” nac of 
Then the Queſtion being put for filing up the Blank with the whole Hands 
the Sum of 43,000 l. it „ Den carried in the for making good 
Negative, by 211 to 109 ; veſtion being put that may happen in 
i. lng up the Blank with the Sum of 70,000 l. it bas g HUE, by | 
cred in the 3 without a Diviſion. Goa | mh CES — 
April 12. The Counſel for and againſt the er's Bill Counſel heard for 
nur in, and the Bill being 2 a ſecond Time, — - 
ud the ſeveral Petitions againſt it being alſo read, the Counſel 
for the Petitioners of the Province of Canterbury were heard ; 
in Anſwer to whom the Counſel for the Bill were heard; and 
then the Counſel for the Petitioners of the Province of York 
were heard by way of Reply: After which the Counſel be- 
ing withdrawn, Mr Speaker opened the Bill to the Houſe ; 
then a Motion being made, that the 14th Section of an 
AR made in the 22d and 23d of King Charles II. intitled, 
An Act for the better Settlement of the Maintenance of Par- 
ſm, Vicars, and Curates in the Pariſhes of the City of 
Lindon, barnt by the dreadful Fire there, might be read, the 
lame was read accordingly. By a Clauſe in the Bill, even 
i it then ſtood, it was propoſed to be enacted thus, That 
if the annual Value of ſuch Tythes, Oblations, and other 
* Eccleſiaſtical Dues, Rights, Payments, or Church Rates 
deſore · mentioned, doth not, nor ſhall not exceed the Sum 
' of in ſuch Caſe no Quaker or Quakers ſhall be 
* ſued or proſecuted, for or on Account of the ſame, in any 
other Manner, than as before directed, or in any other 
Court; neither ſhall any ſueh Tythes, Oblations, or other 
* Eccleſiaſtical Dues, Rights, Payments, or Church Rates, 
dot exceeding the ſaid yearly Value of be reco- 
' rerable againſt Quakers in any other Court whatſoever, 
tor in any other Manner, than as by this Act is directed, 
"Wleſs the Title of ſuch Tythes be in Queſtion.” This 
Clauſe, in all the Petitions preſented by the Clergy againſt 
we Bill, was called, An Excluding them from the Benefit 
of the Laws then in being for the Recovery of Tythes 
Vol. IV. b * and 
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| Anneg. Geo. 11. © and other Dues, and thereby putting the 
ebe Church upon a worle Foot than the fh of ju 
 —- ©. * * Majeſty's Subjects; therefore the ſaid Section Wat 

to ſhew, That the aſſigning of a proper Method bor de 
very of any Right, and excluding the Perſons intitled, fron 
any other Remedy, was not a putting of ſuch Perſons pon 
a worſe Foot than the reſt of his Majeſty's Subjech, tor 
was it without Precedent ; for by the aforeſaid Act gf King 
Charles II. all Suits for the recovering of Church-Rates « 
Aſſeſſments, within the City of London, are to be 
before the Lord Mayor, or upon his Neglect to execute the 
Powers thereby granted, before the Lord Chancellor, d 
Keeper of the Great Seal, or two Barons of the Exchequer; 
and, by the ſaid 14th Section, it is enacted, That 10 
© Court or Judge ſhall hold Plea of Money due by Virtue af 
© that Act, other than the Perſons thereby authorized; ' and 
yet the Clergy of London never had complained, nor coulf 
complain, that they were excluded from the Benefit of the 
Laws of their Country, or that they were put upon a work 
Foot than the reſt of his Majeſty's Subjects. us 
Which is commit» After reading the above Section, a Motion beitig made 
ted. for committing the Bill ; and the Queſtion being put, it w 
carried in the Affirmative, by 221 to 84 ; after which it 
was reſolved that the Bill be committed to a Committee of 
| the whole Houſe. | 
Debate upon the April 14. The Amendments made by the Committee w 
Report of the Ke- the Bill relating to Spirituous Liquors were reported to the 
mittee for granting Houſe, and read a firſt Time, after which mot of them were 
70,000). agreed to by the Houſe, without any Debate; but upa 
Reading the Clauſe for giving 70,0091. to the Civil Lit, 
. Propoſition was made for altering that Clauſe, and for ſet 
tling it in ſuch a Manner, that if the whole Hereditary and 
Temporary Exciſe ſhould, in any one Year after that Tine, 
fall ſhort of what it had produced upon a Medium to be 
computed from his Majeſty's Acceſſion to that Time, that 
Deficiency ſhould be made good by the very next Seſſion 
of Parliament. 

This occaſioned a freſh Debate, in which the Arguments 
for the above Propoſition, and againſt that Clauſe, were % 
follows, viz. 

Sir, 

arguments age nt By the Clauſe as it ſtands at preſent, we are to make 
that Refotation. a new Grant to the Civil Lift of 50,0001. a Year during l 
| Majeſty's Life: Now there can be but two Reaſons for our 
'Þq making this new Grant: It muſt be either, becauſe we up 

poſe that the preſent Amount of the Civil Lift Revenue 
| be diminiſhed in a Sum equal to 70,0001. a Year, by de 
Regulation we are about to make ; or it muſt be 


195 ). 
reque; is not ſufficient ſor ſupporting his Majeſty's Houſhold 
und Family, and that therefore we ought to grant an Ad- 
dition of 70,000 1. a Year to that Revenue. Theſe are 
the only two Reaſons that can be aſſigned, and if both of 
them appear to be without any Foundation, we cannot ſure- 
ly agree to this Clauſe as it now ſtands. 

To ſuppoſe that the preſent Amount of the Civil Liſt 
Revenue, will be diminiſhed in a Sum equal to 70,0001. by 
the Regulation we are about to make, is contrary to Fact, 
ud contrary to Experience: For ſuppoſing the Civil Liſt's 
Share in the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, upon a juſt Com- 
ion, does amount to 70,000 1. yearly, yet we may be 
convinced by Experience, that the Conſumption of Beer and 
Ale will always increaſe in Proportion as the Conſumption 
of Spirituous Liquors decreaſes ; and as the Civil Liſt has a 
much greater Share of the Duties on Beer and Ale, than it 
hs of the Duties on Spirituous Liquoss, it is, in my Opi- 
non, certain, that the Civil Liſt will get an Increaſe of more 
than 70,000 1. a Year by that Increaſe in the Duties upon 
Fer and Ale, which will be occaſioned by the Regulation 
propoſed by this Bill. 
© To confirm what I have ſaid, Sir, Let us look into the 
Accounts that are upon our Table, and from them we ſhall 
find, that the Amount of the Duties upon Beer and Ale has 
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Duties upon Spirituous Liquors has increaſed for theſe ſeve- 
Years backwards. In the Year ending at Midſummer 
1725, the Exciſe on Beer and Ale produced 1,094,953 J. 
n the ſame Year the Duties on home-made Spirits produced 
but 83,622 1. From that Time to Midſummer 1729, half a 
Tear before the late Gin- Act took place, the Duties on 
dome-made Spirits gradually increaſed, and accordingly the 
Liciſe on Beer and Ale gradually decreaſed, ſo that in the 
Jer ending at Midſummer 1729, the former produced 
04,3731. whereas the latter produced but 963,763 1. which 
Ws 131,190 J. leſs than it produced in the Year ending at 
dummer 1725. | 
In the Year 1729, the late famous Act againſt Geneva, 
and other Compound Spirits, was paſſed ; and tho* that Act 
s evaded by the Sale of a new Sort of Spirit call'd Par- 
kamen. Brandy, yet, ineffectual as it was, it diminiſhed a 
lle the Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors, and conſe- 
quently the Produce of the Duties on ſuch Liquors ; ſo that 
the Year ending at Midſummer 1732, they produced 
der 100,025 1. which was 4.3481. leſs than they produced 
"1729. But as to the Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, what 
Ks the Conſequence ? As ſoon as that AR paſſed, that _ 
Bb 2 5 


ge ſuppoſe that the 1 Amount of the Civil Lin Ne- 
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conſtantly and regularly decreaſed, as the Amount of the 


abe g. Geo. U. eiſe began to increaſe, ſo that in the Vear ended at 

"Hh ſummer Ok produced 1,071,240 l. which i 2 

-*- = more than it produced in 1729. N 
Again, Sir, upon the of the late Gin-Ad, the 
Conſumptian of Spirituous Liquors began to increaſe, a 
conſequently the Produce of the Duties on ſuch Liquon, & 
that in the Year ended at Midſummer laſt they p 
154,094 1. and the Conſequence with reſpect to the Rui 
on Beer and Ale we find to be the ſame ; for in the Yew 
ended at Midſummer laſt, it produced but 1,021,470| 
which is 49-870 I. leſs than it produced in 1732. Frog 
all which, Sir, I think it is as plain as Figures can make i; 


* 


52 


SESEEeSESESE 


that the Conſumption of Beer and Ale has hitherto alway 
decreaſed or increaſed, as the Conſumption of Spiri 
Liquors has increaſed or decreaſed ; and as that has ben 
the Caſe in all Time paſt, we muſt ſuppoſe it will be the 
Caſe in all Time to come. 
This then being laid down as a Maxim confirmed by 
perience, let us confider how greatly, I may almoſt fy 
how entirely, the Conſumption, not only of home-made 5p 
rits, but of all Spirits, will be diminiſhed by the Bill don 
before us, and what an Increaſe that will make in the Con. 
ſumption, of Beer and Ale; but that I may not be accuſe 
of, any extravagant Calculations, I ſhall ſuppoſe that the 
Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors may hereafter be but oe 
'Third leſs than it was before ; the natural Inference from 
thence is, that the Conſumption of Beer and Ale will be 
one Third more than it was, and conſequently that the Its 
ciſe on Beer and Ale will, from the Time this Bill take 
place, produce about one Third more yearly, than it p- 
duced in the Year ended at Midſummer laſt, which u 
340, 456 1. I ſhall farther ſuppoſe, that upon the Conſump 
tion of Spirituous Liquors growing leſs by one Third, the 
Conſumption of Beer and Ale ſhould increaſe but one Suth 
more than it was before ; even by this Suppoſition there mul 
a be a yearly Increaſe in the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, of one. 
Sixth more than it produced in the Year ended at Midſun- 
mer laſt, which is 170,2281. yearly; and as very nt 
one Half of the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, ſtands appropriated 
to the Civil Liſt, conſequently one Half of this Increaſe 
the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, being 85,114 1. yearly, mul 
accrue to the Civil Lift, which is 15,1141. a Year more 
than it can be ſuppoſed to loſe, by taking from it the Share 
it formerly had in the Duties on Spirituous Liquors. 
'F From theſe Calculations, Sir, which are all taken from 
= Accounts lying upon your Table, I think it is evident, © 
| to a Demonſtration, that the preſent Amount of the Civil 
Liſt Revenue will not be diminiſhed ; but on the * 
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. 
tat it will be a Gainer at leaſt 1 
ton we are now about to make. know 
hat theſe Calculations are founded upon 
their Nature uncertain ; and that, tho' they have formerly 
glen out in the Manner I have repreſented, we cannot be 
fare of their falling out in the ſame Manner hereafter ; yet 
[ hope it will be granted, there is a ſtrong Probability of 
their falling out in the ſame Manner hereafter, as they have 
done heretofore : The ſame Cauſes y produce the 
ane Effects; and unleſs we have really a Mind to grant a 
rey additional Revenue to the Civil Liſt, this Probability 
caght to be a prevailing Argument with us, at leaſt, to 

to the Propoſition now made; for tho” it has been 
nſnuated, that the Parliament may hereafter call for an 
Account, and diſpoſe of the Increaſe that may ariſe in the 
Excie on Beer and Ale, we know, and the Caſe now in 
hand may convince us, how difficult it is for the Parliament 
b reaſſume any Revenue, or any Part of any Revenue, that 
has been once granted to, and eſtabliſhed as a Part of the 
Civil-Liſt. If it ſhould hereafter appear, that the Civil-Liſt 
hs got 100,000 l. a Year, or perhaps 200,0001. a Year, 
which may probably be the Caſe, by the Increaſe of the 
Exciſe on Beer and Ale, occaſioned by this Bill, I am very 
certain, if we agree to this Clauſe as it now ſtands, the Par- 
lament will never be able to lay hold of any Part of that 
Increaſe, in . order to apply it to. the Aggregate Fund, for 
making good the 70, ooo l. a Year, to be taken from that 
Fand by this Clauſe ; nay, I queſtion much if any future 
Parliament will be able to reaſſume that 70,0001. a Year, 
ar to diſcharge the Aggregate Fund from the future Pay- 
ment of it, tho' it ſhould then be made appear, that the 
iciſe had actually increaſed, as plainly as I have now made 
x appear, that it probably will. 

This Difficulty, Sir, may be prevented by our agreeing 
to the Propoſition now made to us ; and by our ſettling the 
Cauſe in the Manner propoſed, the Civil Liſt — a 
bainer, but it is impoſſible it can be a Loſer, even with 
lpett to the Surplus it may now have above 800,000 1. a 
le; which Surplus, we have been told, the Civil Liſt 
us 25 good a Right to, as it has to any Part of the 800,0001. 
Tear: But I widely differ from the honourable Gentleman 
ko told us ſo [Sir Robert Walpole) ; for if the Duties ap- 
Foprated to the Civil Liſt now produce a Million Yearly, 
ul thoſe Duties ſhould by any Accident produce hereafter 


from bat $50,000 l. yearly, the Parliament, according to the pre- 
eren *t Eſtabliſnment of the Civil Liſt, would not be obliged 
5 make good ſo much as One Shilling of that Decreaſe; 


deres if they ſhould hereafter produce but 750, ooo l. 
; yearly, 


Anno 9. Geo, 11, 
ö 2736. 


—— 


Liſt Revenue, may ſuppoſe, I am very certain his Majehy 


Majeſty can communicate any ſuch Want to his Parliament; 


nne. 
a 
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yearly, or any Sum leſs than 800,000 l. the Piriatagbet 
obliged to make good whatever they may product year 
leſs than that 800,000 1. ſo that there 1s at Ea this Dick. 
rence between the 800, ooo l. Eſtabliſhment, and the 200000 
Surplus, that the Parliament now ſtands obliged to male 

the 800, ooo I. Eſtabliſhment, but does not now fland 
obliged to make good One Shilling of the 200,000 1. Sur 
plus; therefore it can by no Means at preſent be faid, tha 
the Civil Liſt has as good a Right to the Surplus, as it by 
to the Eſtabliſhment : But, Sir, if we agree to the Propok. 
tion now made, the Civil Liſt will then really have as pool 
a Right to the preſent Surplus, whatever it may be, uk 
has to the Eſtabliſhment of 800,000 1. yearly'; for which 
Reaſon, if this Propoſition be not agreed to, I muſt cn 
clude, that the 70,000 I. appropriated to the Civil Liſt by 
the Clauſe as it ſtands at preſent, is deſigned as a new add. 
tional Revenue to the Civil Liſt, and not as a Compenfatin 
for the Loſs it may ſuſtain by the Regulation we are about 
to make. \ 

This, Sir, leads me naturally to the next, and the only 
other Reaſon that can be aſſigned or ſuppoſed, for our agree- 
ing to the Clauſe as it now ſtands, which is, bite i 
ſuppoſe, that the preſent Amount of the Civil Lift Revenue 
is not ſufficient for ſupporting his Majeſty's Houſhold and 
Family, and that therefore we ought to grant an Additinn 
of 70,0001. a Year to that Revenue, during his Majelty' 
Life at leaſt, but I may ſay in all Time to come; for I 
not find an Inſtance, where leſs has been granted to 2 de 
ceſſor, than had been formerly enjoy'd by his Anceſtor, 

Now, Sir, as to this Reaſon, whatever the Gentlemen, 
who are immediately concerned in the Diſpoſal of the ni 


does not ſuppoſe any ſuch Thing; becauſe, if he had, he 
would certainly have communicated the ſame to his Paris. 
ment, either by a Speech from the Throne, or by a ſolemn 
Meſſage, and would have defired ſuch an Addition, as It 
thought neceſſary. There is no other Way by which bu 


and until he does it in this Manner, no Gentleman, 351 
Member of this Houſe, can ſuppoſe, nay, as a Truſtee fo 
the People he is bound not to ſuppoſe, that his Majeſty tand 
in need of any Addition to his Civil Liſt Revenue, or to 2 
other Revenue. This therefore can be no Reaſon for us, 
Members of this Houſe, to agree to the Clauſe as it land 
now before us; and I hope this Houſe will never, without 
very ſtrong and publick Reaſons, take ſuch a large Sum of 
Money from that Fund which is appropriated for the = 


* 1 * * 
8 —_— * 
* ö F g 4 
19 1 „ 
4 *. , 


. 
, 


( 199 ) "NR 


ary Load of Taxes they now groan hs 2 | 24 
To this L wes by the Courtiers as follows: — 


1 | 

© The Queſtion now before us, has been already fo fully argument in Fa- 
bated, and ſet in ſo clear a Light, that I am ſurpriſed to Nasen above 
hear any new Difficulties ſtarted. The true and the only Committee. 
deaſon for our agreeing to the Clauſe as it now ſtands is, 

that by the very preceding Clauſe we are to take from the 

il Liſt, and appropriate to the Aggregate Fund, a Reve- 

we, which, upon a Medium fince his Majeſty's Acceſſion, 

us brought in 70,0001. a Year: This being the true State 


unt the Caſe, is it not evident that the Civil Liſt will 
which iſe, at leaſt, 70,0001. a Year by the Regulation we are 
n about to make? And as we are to take that yearly Sum 
lt by m the Civil Liſt, and appropriate it to the Aggregate 
add WWW und, is it not moſt juſt and reaſonable, that we ſhould 
ation ze the Aggregate Fund with the Payment of that Sum 


ly to the Civil Liſt ? »Tis true, *s the Produce of che 
Duties upon Spirituous Liquors will certainly be very much 
iminiſhed by this new Regulation, the Aggregate Fund 


er- Wray not perhaps receive ſo much yearly by the Share the 
le we wil Liſt formerly had in thoſe Duties; but this ſignifies 
venue ching to the preſent Queſtion, for if we were to take off 
—— u of our Taxes now appropriated to the Civil Lift, or to 


te Payment of the Intereſt growing due upon any of our 
hebts, we ſhould be obliged to charge the Aggregate Fund, 
rome Part of the Sinking Fund, with the Deficiency thereby 
xcafoned, tho“ that Fund ſhould get nothing to anſwer the 
Charge laid upon it. 

But we are told, Sir, That if the Civil Liſt be a Loſer 


Gu tking from it its Share in the Duties on Spirituous Li- 
ajcly , that Loſs will be fully made good by the Increaſe in 
2 e Exciſe on Beer and Ale, which will naturally be occa- 


med by the new Regulation we are now about to make, 
In, whatever Increaſe may happen hereafter in the Exciſe 
beer and Ale, the Civil Liſt has a Right to its Share of 
Mat Increaſe without any new Grant from us, nor can we 
ee that Right from it without doing a manifeſt Injuſtice ; 
that it appears to me a little extraordinary to ſay, that the 
Is of that Right the Civil Liſt now has to a Share of the 


ſtands WWW ties on Spirituous Liquors, will be compenſed, or made 
0 ed. by another Right it was before intitled to, and which 
us, 3 tether could give nor take from it. 

ſtands * But, Sir, to wave this Argument for the preſent, and to 
don Mooſe that a Right which we do not give, may be a Com- 


ation for a Right which we actually take away, I cannot 
b it would be juſt in us to take from the Civil Liſt a 
certain 


Anno 9. Geo. II. certain Revenue of 70, ooo l. a Year, and tire dachi 
Return but an uncertain Produce, which may far why 

know be worth little or nothing; for even by the yey 

. culations that have been mentioned of the other Side, i 
a pears that the Exciſe on Beer and Ale does not alway, ; 


creaſe, or decreaſe, in Proportion as the Duties on Spirit 


Liquors decreaſe or increaſe. In the Year 1729, the Day 
=P on the latter 22 but 043375 I. whereas in the Ys 
0 1735, the uced 154,094 1. from whence we ouglt 

=. Aa the Produce of the Exciſe on Beer a 

was much higher in the Year 1729, than it was in the J. 

1735, yet we find that in 1729, the Exciſe produced | 

963,7631. and that in the Year ended at Midſummerlf 

1735, it produced 1,021, 370 l. which is 57,6071, 1 

than it produced in 1729. 

This ſhews, Sir, that the Proportion between the Ine 

or Decreaſe of the one, and the Decreaſe or Increaſe of 

YN other, does not always hold; and in Fact it has certait 
always been, and will always be fo: The Increaſe or 
creaſe of the Exciſe upon Beer or Ale, as well as the 
creaſe or Decreaſe of the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, dep 
upon ſo many other Accidents, that they cannot depend 
tirely upon one another, nor can any Man gueſs at the 
creaſe of the one, from any Knowledge he may have of t 
Decreaſe of the other. I ſhall mention only one Accidat 
which was, I believe, the chief Reaſon of the Decreaſe 
the Exciſe on Beer and Ale in the Year 1729. It hape: 
in that Year, the Price of all Sorts of Corn, eſpecially Mik 
was much higher than it was for ſeveral Years before 
fince, and for this Reaſon we may ſuppoſe none of « 
Brewers brewed any more Beer or Ale in that Year, th 
what was abſolutely neceſſary for the immediate Conſum 
tion; none of them brewed any large Quantity for Sli 
as they call it; whereas, in a Year when the Price is io 
they all brew great Quantities, which they keep by them 
a Stock in Hand, to be ready to anſwer any future Demi 
This is more particularly the Caſe with reſpect to thoſe d 
of Strong Beer or Ale, which the Brewer may keep fevtt 
Years in his Cellars, and is generally the better, the lug 
it is kept; and to this Accident, I believe, we ought chic 
to aſcribe the great Decreaſe in the Exciſe on Beer and N 
in the Year 1729. 
Sir, I am ſo far from thinking, that the Increaſe or I. 
creaſe in the Conſumption of Beer and Ale, depends upon i 
Decreaſe or Increaſe in the Conſumption of Spintyous Or ap} 
quors, that I believe they generally increaſe or decre: 
gether ; it is not the Conſumption of either of the Lau 
neceſſary for the Support of Nature, which raiſes the En 


141801 | 
o its preſent Height: It is the Conſumption occaſioned_by e Geo. th | 
1 Debauches and 2 of the People, and theſe 2 | 
depend upon ſo many A that it is | impoſſible to ac · 
unt for them in Time paſt, or to gueſs at the | 
that may be in Time to come. But I am perſuaded that 
zothing will tend more to the rendering our P ſober, 
frugal, and induſtrious, than the removing out of their Way 
the many Temptations they are now ed to, by the great 
Number of Gin-Shops, and other Places for the Retail of 
$pirituous Liquors ; for before a Man becomes fluſtered with 
der or Ale, he has Time to refſect, and to confider the 
many Misfortunes to which he expoſes; himſelf and bis Fa- 
nily, by idling away his Time at an Alehouſe; whereas any 
Fpirituous Liquor in a Moment deprives him of all Reflec- 
tion, ſo that he either gets quite drunk at the Gin-Shop, or 
runs to the- Alehouſe, and there finiſhes his Debauch. From 
hence, Sir, I think it moſt natural to conclude, that the 
Al now under our Conſideration, if paſſed into a Law, will 
diminiſh the Conſumption of Beer and Ale; and conſequent- 
ly the Produce of the Exciſe on thoſe Liquors, as well as 
the Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors, and the Produce of 
the Duty on them. | f 5 

© I come now, Sir, to the Propofition this Day made to 
u which I muſt ſay I look on as a very mary one; 
becauſe it would entirely alter the very Nature of that 
Grant of the Civil Liſt, which was made to his Majefty in 
the firſt Year of his Reign; and I wonder how Gentlemen 
ay propoſe making any ſuch Alteration in that Grant with- 
dat his Majeſty's Conſent : I think they ſhould, at leaſt, in 
Detency have uſhered it in with a Motion for an Addreſs to 
bis Majeſty, humbly to pray that he would give his Conſent 
tb their making ſuch an Alteration ; for by the Eſtabliſſi- 
ment of the Civil Lift as it ſtands at preſent, and as it was 
panted to his Majeſty in the firſt Year of his Reign, he is 
to have during his Life the Produce of all thoſe Duties then 
propriated to that Revenue without any Account; yet 
ww it is modeſtly propoſed, that he ſhould from henceforth 
de obliged to give an Account, every Year, to Parliament of 
te Produce of every one of thoſe Duties, or otherwiſe to 
ole, at leaſt, a Part of the Benefit of that Eſtabliſhment 
Vich was intended, and was then actually granted to him 

Parliament. es 

Having thus, Sir, put this Propoſition in a true Light, 
an convinced that we cannot come to any ſuch Reſolution, 
" agree to ſuch a Clauſe in any Bill, without his Majeſty's 
Conſent ; and as I have ſhewn that there is no Certainty, that 
ae Civil Liſt will be a Gainer by the Increaſe of the Exciſe 
n Beer and Ale; but on the contrary, that there is a Pro- 

Vor. IV. Se bability 
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L—— Ciſe, I think there ariſes from thence a ſufficient Reaſon 
our making good to his Majeſty the Loſs he muſt fuſtainf by 
taking from the Civil Lift its Share in the Duties on Spirit, 
ous Liquors, therefore I ſhall add no more, but declare that 
I am” moſt heartily for agreeing to the Clauſe as it now 
ſtands.” | SAL 

Reply to the Au. To this it was replied by the Members who oppoſed the 


2 


— = 


= 8 


ments in Favour of 


the Reſolutions of Grant of 70,000 ]. 
the Committee, Sir, . | | ” dd 
From ſome of the Arguments now made uſe of, I think 
we may already begin to ſee the Truth of what was for 
told in the Beginning of this Debate. We were then for 
told, Sir, that if it ſhould hereafter appear, that the Cv 
Liſt had got 200,0001. a Year, additional Revenue, by the 
Increaſe of the Exciſe on Beer and Ale oecafioned by thi 
Bill, the Parliament would never be able to lay hold of wy 
Part of that Increaſe, or even to re-aſſume the 70,0001. An 
nuity, we are now to grant, upon a Suppoſition that the C 
Liſt will get nothing by ſuch Increaſe of the Exciſe on Beet 
and Ale. The Truth of this, I ſay, Sir, begins already w 
appear; for the honourable Gentleman {Sir Robert Val 
pole] has told us, that by increaſing the Conf of 
Beer and Ale, and conſequently the Exciſe on thoſe Liquory 
we give nothing to the Civil Liſt but what it had before 2 
Right to; whereas by diminiſhing, or taking from the Cm 
Lift its Share in the Duties on Spirituous Liquors, we take 
from it what it had formerly a Right to, and that therefore 
we cannot pretend to compenſate a Right which we achuly 
take away, by a Right which we do not give. If this a 
be admitted as an Argument for our agreeing to this Chu, 
it muſt always be a much ſtronger againſt the Parliament? 
ever pretending to take any Part of the Increaſe, that may be 
occaſioned in the Exciſe, or to re-aſſume the 70,0001. A 
nuity we are now to eſtabliſh. 

Altho' I have never yet admitted, nor can admit, that 
the Civil Liſt's Share in the Duties on Spirituous Liquon 
ought to be computed at 70,0001. yet now, Sir, I ſhall take 
it for granted, becauſe it ſignifies nothing to the preſent Di 
pute; for the principal Queſtion now in Diſpute I take to 
be, Whether the Civil Liſt has ſuch an abſolute Right w 
that Share, that we can make no Regulations whereby the 
Value of that Share may be diminiſhed, without granty 
a Compenſation from ſome other Fund ? And the mar dy 
ſtion I take to be, Whether, if by the ſame Regulation 
Value of the Civil Liſt's Share in ſome other Duties or Er 
ciſes be increaſed, we may not in Juſtice and Equity iofiſt 
upon it, that the Advantage occaſioned in the one Caſe ® 
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for the Loſs in the other. * . | $\ 958.4 IN 
« As to the firſt Queſtion, ' Sir, tis true, the Crown has a 
Right to the whole Produce of certain Duties appropriated 
the Civil Liſt, but that Right is to be conſidered in a 
wofold Reſpect. The Crown has a Right to the whole 
Produce of all thoſe Duties, ſo far as may amount to 
$00,000 1. Eſtabliſhment, without being ſubje& to any Ac- 
cdent or Contingency whatſoever, becauſe if the Produce 
khould not amount to that Sum yearly, the Parliament ſtands 
obliged to make it good ; and if the whole Produce of thoſe 
Duties ſhall amount to more than 800, ooo l. the Crown has 
likewiſe a Right to the Surplus: But that Right is ſubject to 
dl Accidents and Contingencies, becauſe if that Surplus 
ſhould be by any Accident diminiſhed, the Parliament is 
not obliged to make it good. Now, Sir, among the many 
Accidents to which that Surplus in its own Nature remains 
lable, ſurely this is one, That it may hereafter become 
neceſſary for the Welfare, perhaps for the Preſervatioſl of 
the Nation, to prevent or = a Stop to the Conſumption of 
ſome Commodities, the Duties upon which contribute to- 
wards the producing of this Surplus : Would the Parliament 
be obliged in ſuch a Caſe to make that Surplus good; or to 
eſabliſh any other Fund for compenſating the Loſs the Civil 
Lit might ſuſtain by ſuch an Accident? No, Sir, it certain- 
would not; unleſs that Loſs ſhould become ſo heavy, as 
w reduce the Surplus, and even diminiſh the Eſtabliſhment ; 
den indeed a Demand would ariſe upon the Parliament, and 
ve ſhould be obliged to make the Eſtabliſhment good. 

* Suppole, Sir, that France, Spain, Portugal, and the 
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lauſe, I erezteit Part of Italy, ſhould be united in an Alliance againſt 
ent”, which by our late Management may happen to be the 
e; would it not then be abſolutely neceſſary for us to 
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protubit the Importation or Conſumption of all French, Spa- 
uh, Portugueſe, and Italian Wines? Would not this very 
probably almoſt quite annihilate the Whole of what I have 
Wed the Surplus of the Civil Liſt? Yet will any Gentle- 
un ſay that the Parliament could not prohibit the Importa- 
on or Conſumption of thoſe Wines, without making good 
the Civil Liſt its Share in the Duties upon them, to be 
umputed at a Medium of the Produce for the preceeding ſe- 
a or eight Years, when perhaps the Conſumption of . bot 
at a higher Pitch than was conſiſtent with the good of 
e Nation, or Health of the People? Surely, Sir, no Man 
ul pretend to ſay any ſuch Thing; the Parliament would 
it be obliged to make good any Part of the Loſs the Civil 
A ſhould ſuſtain by ſuch Prohibition, unleſs the Produce of 
Duties appropriated to that Revenue ſhould be ſo far 
Cc 2 reduced 


te admitted,” ſo far as it will amount, as a Compenſatlon ann. Ges. : 


0 
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Anno 9. Geo. II. reduced as not to amount to $60,000 l. 
1736. that Caſe, the 2 — only. 
the 800,0001. good would not obliged 
good any Part of chat Surplus, which the Crown 

merly received and enjoyed by Means of the Dutie 


= S 


thoſe Wines. rad | : 
Is not the Caſe now before us the 
People have by Accident lately taken 
it is become neceſſary for their Preſervation, 
Conſumption of Spirituous Liquors by 
as well as the one I have mentioned, one 
to which the Crown's Right to the Surpl 
Revenue always was, and ſtill is ſubjected ? 
Gentleman with Reaſon ſay, tha | 
Retail of ſuch Liquors, without making good 
Liſt the whole Surplus that has accrued to it, 
a Medium of the Produce of thoſe very Y 
Abuſe of thoſe Liquors was at its hig itch 
; The other Queſtion, Sir, is, Whether, if 
Regulation by which the Civil Liſt's Share in 
is diminiſhed, its Share in other Duties be i 
Advantage occaſioned by that Regulation in one Caſe, ag 
not in Juſtice and Honour to be admitted, fo far as it 
amount, as a Compenſation for the Damage occaſioned i 
the other ? This, Sir, is a fair and a true State of the ( 
ſtion, without that Diſguiſe of compenſating a Right wiic 
we actually take away, by a Right which we do not p 
Having thus ſtated the Queſtion in its proper Light, 11 
make uſe only of a familiar Parallel in private Life, 
ſhewing that it ought to be reſolved in the Affirmative. 
poſe a Gentleman in my Neighbourhood has a very lay 
Marſh in his Eſtate, every Year increaſing ſo as to thre 
his Eſtate with almoſt entire Ruin, and that the Wateri 
that Marſh, after running through a Part of his -Eſtate, i 
upon a Part of mine, and there makes a new Mark, | 
which a great Part of my Eſtate is rendered: uſeleß 
the whole brought into Danger : Suppoſe that upon 
veying my Neighbour's Marſh, and the ſeveral Field u 
it, I tind that, by a Cut through another Part of his E 
and a Part of mine, his Marſh may be thoroughly draines 
and that the Water, by being carried into a new C 
will be prevented from overflowing any Part of my H 
and will very much improve my Neighbour's : 
gain, that upon a fair and juſt Survey, it appears, d 
[Rents of his Eſtate will, by the Cut or Water-dram- 1 
made, be diminiſhed to the Value of 201. a Year, but! 
by. the draining of his Marſh, and rendering it good 14 
or arable Land, the Rents of his Eſtate will be augne® 
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o the Value of 50 l. a Year, ſo that upon the-whole be , F. 

vill be a Gainer to the Amount of 301. a Year. In this —— 

Caſe I muſt aſk every Country- Gentleman that hears me, "rn >= 

if my Neighbour ought, in Prudence, to prevent my making 4 

that Cut or Water -drain through his Eſtate at my own Ex- — 

; or if he. could either in Juſtice or Honour pretend, _ 

that I ought to give him 20 J. a Year out of my Elate, in 

Compenſation for the 201. a Year, he pretends he is to loſe, 

by making the Cut or Water-drain through his Eſtate ? I 

believe no Gentleman will ſay he could in Prudence refuſe 

the one, or in Juſtice infiſt upon the other: Yet, in this 

(aſe, the Compenſation he receives for the Right I take 

way from him, ariſes from a Right I do not give, a Right — 

he was intitled to before I took the other from him. 
Having now, I think, Sir, demonſtrated, . that, if the 2 

loß the Civil Liſt may ſuſtain by the preſent Regulation, | 

he made good by the increaſe in the Exciſe on Beer and Ale 2 

occaſioned by the preſent Regalation, we are neither in | 

julice nor Honour obliged to give any other Compenſation. 

| may give up the other Queſtion, and admit, that we are 

cbliged to grant a Compenſation, in caſe the Loſs is not 

made good by the Increaſe of the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, 

becauſe, notwithſtanding what the honourable Gentleman has |; 

fad, I am ſtill of Opinion, that it is not only probable, but } 

wparent, that the Loſs in one Way will be ſufficiently made 

good by the Advantage in the other. The very Nature of 

the Thing is to me a ſufficient Proof ; for granting, that 

the greateſt Part of the preſent Amount of the Exciſe pro- 

ceeds from the Debauches and Extravagancies of the People, 

tis well known, that thoſe who once get into the Way of 

committing Debaughes in Gin, can have no Reliſh even for 

the ſtrongeſt Malt Liquors ; and I am convinced there are 

very few Inſtances, if any, that gver a Club of exceſſive 

Gin-drinkers went from a Gin-ſhop, to finiſh their Debauch 

aan Ale-houſe ; becauſe even to quench their Thirſt they 

generally take ſmall Beer or Water, and mix it up with 

Gin; and many of them continue at the Gin-ſhop till they 

cant find the Way to an Ale-houſe, or even to their own 

beds, if they have any, but content themſelves with the 

dean Straw, which at ſome of thoſe Places they have for 

thing : So that even from the Nature of the Thing we 

mult conclude, that thoſe who have once taken to the ex- 

tefire drinking of Gin, give over almoſt entirely drinking | 

of Beer or Ale; and if we can lay thoſe People under a 

Necefity of returning to the drinking of ſtrong Beer or * 

Ae, we muſt neceflarily very much increaſe the Conſump- * 
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Auge 9. Geo. 1. By the Report, Sir, of his "Majeſty's | Juſtices of the 
. LAND Peace at Hick's-hall in the Month of January lat, wei 
there were then within Weſtminſter, Holborn, the Tone 
and Finſbury Diviſion (excluſive of London and Sutz 
7044 Houſes and Shops, wherein Geneva and other gp 
tuous Liquors were publickly ſold by Retail, of which thy 
had got an Account, and that they believed it was very l 
ſhort of the true Number: From hence, Sir, if we'indu& 
London, Southwark, and the other Places within the Bi 
f Mortality, I may modeſtly compute there are 200 
aſes and Shops within the Bills of Mortality, wher 
Geneva and other Spirituous Liquors are fold by Retil; 
and tho' the People within the Bills of Mortality are am- 
puted to be but a fifth, or a fixth Part of the People «WG: | 
England, yet I ſhall reckon but 20,000 Houſes and Shop 
in all the other Parts of England, where Spiritnou II. 
quors are fold by Retail, che Whole being 40,000. . Noy 
to each of theſe Houſes & ſhall allow but ten 
who are exceſſive Drinkers of Gin, ſuch I call thoſe : 
may drink about half a Pint a Day, one Day with another beer 
and ten Cuſtomers who are moderate Drinkers of that 
quor, ſuch I call thoſe who do not drink above half a et 
tern a Day, one Day with another. This makes in England 
400,000 exceſſive Drinkers, and 400,000 moderate Drinken 
of Spirituous Liquors ; and conſidering how univerſally dee 
Cuſtom of drinking ſuch Liquors has got in among the om 
mon People, Men, Women and Children, I believe tax 
Number will not be reckon'd too large. aſe 
Let us next ſuppoſe, Sir, that if the Retail, of ſodWWrner 
Liquors were entirely prohibited, and theſe Drinkers of G 
ſhould return to the Uſe of Malt Liquors, that each of tie 
exceſſive Drinkers of Gin would for the future drink a Fit ma 
of Strong Beer a Day, one Day with another; and that 
each of the moderate Drinkers of Gin would for the futur 
drink half a Pint of Strong Beer a Day, one with another, ider 
more than they-drink at preſent ; we may from thence ire 2 
how greatly the Conſumption of Beer and Ale would Ee o. 
hereby increaſed ; for 400,000 Pints, and 400,000 half Pint Wer, - 
makes 600,000 Pints, or 75, ooo Gallons a Day, whic ] 
makes 27,375,000 Gallons, or 805, 147 Barrels in a Ye! 
The Exciſe at 45. 6d. per Barrel upon this Increaſe in de de! 
Conſumption, would produce an Increaſe in the Exciſe V y 
Beer and Ale of 181,1581. yearly, one half of which ben 
90,5791. would belong to the Civil Liſt ; ſo that accorang ll Scare 
= to all the Ways of Computation, the Civil Liſt will 8888! tk: 
= more by the Increaſe in the Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, than 
| it can be ſuppoſed to loſe, according to the higheſt Com- Be to, 
cation, by taking from it the Duties on Spirituous 3 eme m 
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Drinkers at half a Quartern a Day, according to this Com- 
11,406,250 Gallons in a Year, the Duties upon which, at 


me Frauds, with reſpect to the collecting of theſe Duties, 

i well as in moſt others. : 

] have choſen this new Method of Calculation, Sir, not 

weauſe I think, the other falſe or deceitful, but to ſhew, 

t whatever Method we chooſe, and from the moſt modeſt 

lculations we can make, this general Truth will always 
, That by prohibiting the Retail of Spirituous Li- 


Sas TS ESmSFS3ZS 


= 


ciſe on Beer and Ale, than it can loſe by the Decreaſe of 
he Duties upon ſuch Liquors: And now with _ to the 
Ibſervations made upon the other Method, I muſt ſay, that 
be Gentlemen of the other Side treat us, as Free-thinkers 
r treated by ſome of their Antagoniſts : They ſtate a weak 

a falſe Argument for us, anſwer it, and then triumph 
the Victory they have obtained. I have never heard it 


E 


y the el Sir, in this Houſe, nor in any any other Place, that 
ade Duties upon Spirituous Liquors decreaſe or increaſe, 
We Exciſe upon Beer and Ale muſt always increaſe or de- 


aſe in an exact Proportion: That if the Duties upon the 


aver decreaſe or increaſe one fifth, one fixth, or one tenth, 
0 e other muſt increaſe or decreaſe exactly one fifth, one 
fun or one tenth, and neither more nor leſs. No, Sir, there 
| Fit many other Accidents may contribute to the Increaſe or 
| chat Wecreaſe of the Exciſe on Beer and Ale, and therefore this 
future portion cannot be exact: Yet I cannot allow, that the 
other, ident mentioned by the, honourable Gentleman, could 
ce lee re any great Influence upon the Exciſe in 1729 ; for the 
ad bt nce of Malt was not, ſo fir as I remember, ſo high that 
'Pints Mer, 25 to put our Brewers out of the common Way of 
which ng; and beſides, we know that the Strong Drink 
— ed for common Draught, from whence the greateſt Part 
in 


the Exciſe is raiſed, is never deſigned to be kept a great 


e Years ; fo that in ſuch Sort of Drink the Brewers ne- 
| being: think of laying up a great Stock to provide for a Year 
dung Scarcity : But I ſhall mention one Accident, which, I 


ll take upon me to ſay, has greatly contributed to keep up 
Exciſe theſe laſt two Years, and yet has contributed no- 
ug towards raifing the Produce of the Duties, at leaſt, on 
ce made Spirits; I mean, Sir, the late general Election 

| for 


Aa that my Computation of Gin-drinkers is within Bounds, 
pears from hence; that the ſuppoſed 400,000 exceſſive 
Drinkers at half a Pint a Day, and the 400, ooo moderate 
ation, conſume but 31,250 Gallons a Day, which is 


zd. a Gallon, amount to but 142,5781. per Amun; where- 
+the Duties upon theſe Liquors for this laſt Year, amount- 
d to 154,094 1. and we cannot ſuppoſe but that there are 


2 the Civil Liſt will get more by the Increaſe of the 


1 
Anno 9. Geo. H. 
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* * Sir, wi 
made to us, I am ſurpriſed to 
man ſay, that it alters 
ment of the Civil Lift ; for upon 


make any. po 
Account of the Civil Liſt Revenues before them, in ore 
to ſhew them the Deficiency : By the Propoſition now beſm 


| us, we are to enlarge that Eftabliſhment, we are to cb i 
ourſelves to make a future Sum yearly good to his MN 
and I hope the honourable Gentleman would not have us x ip 
ourſelves under ſuch an Obligation, and at the ſame Ting Te 
put it in the Power of any future Miniſter to come and AY: .. 
us, whenever he s, that there was a Deficiency u . 
that further Sum; and that therefore he inſiſted upon . 
making it good, without laying any Account before u fi T 
whence that Deficiency might appear. iP, 

* To conclude, Sir, from the whole that has been Gli: .. 
upon this Subject, it appears evident to me, that if H 
Surplus of the Civil Lift ſhould be diminſhed by what T 
are now about, we are not obliged to make it good: THY ba 
if we were obliged to make the Loſs good, it ought not t 
r That if it Thould ly 'L 
computed at 70, ooo I. per Annum, it is apparent that it wil iti; | 
be made good by the Increaſe of the Exciſe : That if tn nde 
were not a t, the Propoſition now made to us will entire 
ly anſwer Gat Uncertainty : That the Propoſition now m Perſo 
to us is exactly conformable to the Nature of the pi been 
Eſtabliſhment of the Civil Liſt ; and that if it were not, been 


is become neceſſary, by the Demand now made upon us mn, 
favour of the Civil Liſt ; ſo that in no Caſe can Ifnda 
Reaſon for taking ſuch a Sum as 70,0001. a Year from! 
Sinking Fund; and therefore I cannot agree that thus Ci 
in the preſent Form, ſhould ſtand Part of the Bill. 
Tec Houſe refolre The Queſtion being then, put, to agree with the Con war © 
by zyrce 5:5 der tee in the Amendments made to this Clauſe, it was, up 
Vete of vou. à Diviſion, carried in the Affirmative, by 183 to 110. 
for the Ci Lite April 6. The Houſe reſumed the Confideration of the Cen 
port from the Committee on the Bill for preventing the Mr. 
tail of Spirituous Liquors, when the following » aa 
offer'd for excepting Punch; wiz. * Provided always " 


/ 


thin tained ſhall entend, or be conftrued anno g. Geo. 1. 

i to extend, to charge with any of the Duties directed to Az 3 

« be paid, levied, or collected, by this Act, any Spirits or A chu ofera 

Strong Waters, to be made into the Liquor commonly for excepting | 

called Punch, tb be retailed and conſumed in the Houſe, Bil relating ws - 

: or Houſes, of any Perfon, or Perſons, keeping a publick "on . 

Inn, Coffee-houſe, Victualling-houſe, or Ale-houſe, who 

« ſhall have been firſt licenſed to fell Wine, Beer, Ale, or 

« other Liquors, or to ſubject the Makers, or Retailers of 

© the faid Liquor called Punch, to take ont Licences from 

t the — ent of Exciſe, as herein before directed for 

t Retailers of Spirituous Liquors,, or Strong Waters. Pro- 

t rided the ſaid Liquor called Punch, fo to be retailed and 

« conſumed as aforeſaid, be made or mixed with two third 

parts Water at the leaſt, in the Preſence of the Buyer, 

and that the Spirit with which the faid Liquor 1s to be 

* made, be not fold, or retailed, in a leſs Quantity than one 

' Pint, or at a leſs Price than after the Rate of 55. per 

© Gallon ; and all and every Perſon, or Perſons, acting con- 

' trary hereto, ſhall forfeit the Sum of 5 l. for every Of- 

' fence; one Moiety thereof to the Informer, or Proſecutor, 

' that ſhall inform or proſecute for the ſame, the other 

Moiety to his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors: And the 

proof that the ſame was ſo mixed and fold at ſuch Price 

* 33 aforeſaid; ſhall lye on the Vender or Seller thereof, 

ud not on the Informer or Proſecucor.” 

The Arguments in Favour of the ſaid Clauſe were as fol- Agents in fa- 

bas : v: a7 of chat Ciaute. 
dir, | | 

as the Complaint, which occafioned the bringing in of 

tlus Bill was chiefly aim'd againſt the exceſſive Uſe of Home- 

made Spirits among the common People, which proceeded 

entirely. from the low Price, and from the Liberty many 

Perſons took to retail them without a Licence, I have always 

been of Opinion, that the Evil complained of might have 

teen cured, without laying on ſuch heavy Duties as will 

mount to a Prohibition of the Retail of all diſtilled, Spiritu- 

& Liquors : However, as the Conſumpticn of Rum, when 

made into Punch, has never occaſioned the leaſt Complaint, 
dd 2: that Comſumption is of very great Conſequence to 

Bs Nation, I muſt beg Leave to offer a few Words in fa- 

mir of the Clauſe propos'd. 

* I believe, Sir, no Gentleman in this Houſe is ignorant 
dhe preſent declining State of our Sugar Colonies : Their 
K:mitances have been of late fo fully laid before Parlia- 
Pert. and every Man who has a Regard for his Fellow Sub- 
. or for the Good of his Country, muſt be ſenſibly touch- 
« v1th their juſt Complaints. Their Rivals in the Sugar- 

Yor. IV. De Trade 
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Anno 9. Geo. 1. Trade enjoy a new, rich, and fertile Soil, which 


: 1736, . 
— Ron goons Labeng ar TORE OE i {a 
8 ive almoſt quite free from Taxes, and without bei di 
the of making any Preſents to their Governor,, » Wil = 
even of maintaining and repairing their own Forts G 


riſons; while They are heavily loaded with Taxes upon Ex 
Ports as well as Imports, and obliged to pay large Salate AY ©" 
to their Governors, and to maintain repair their 
Fortifications : Their Rivals have a Liberty of me 
their Sugars directly to any Market in Europe, while They Wi ” 
remain under a Neceſlity of landing every Ounce in Brita 
and are thereby obliged to pay double Freight, 


miſſion, and a great many other unneceſſary C ; Ka 
Diſadvantages have already, I am afraid, made us (12 
Benefit of ſupplying any Foreign Market with Sugars ; con 
in ſuch Circumſtances can it be expected, that the Py- hey 
lia ment of Great Britain will, without any Neceflity, make ye 
a Regulation for taking from our Sugar-Colonies the only Ned 
8 Market they have left? 8 
* I muſt confeſs, Sir, I little expected to have ſeen, in Cor 
this Seſſion of Parliament, any new Diſcouragement gies ite 
to our Sugar-Colonies ; on the contrary, I expected to he 
ſeen the moſt vigorous, and the beſt concerted Meaſures takes Wi © 
for relieving them from all the Diſadvantages they at preſent Hor 
labour under; and for putting them, at leaſt, upon an eq 
Footing wich their Rivals in the Sugar-Trade : Such la- 
ſures might have perhaps enabled us to regain the Beneft y 
we have loſt, of ſupplying Foreign Markets with that Con. 17 
modity ; but if we diminiſh the Sale of their Sugars or tber . 
Rum in Great Britain, without enabling them to ſend it u 5 ; 
Foreign Markets, by removing the Diſadvantages they ar 10 , 
now ſubjected to, their Rivals may be ſo thoroughly eftabli- WM. 
ed in the Trade, that it will be impoſſible for us to regain i; * 
nay, the very Iſlands where our Sugars are now * 
may be abandoned; and then inſtead of ſupplying Foreignen, . 
it will be impoſſible for us to ſupply ourſelves, either u = 
Sugars or Rum, which muſt of courſe be attended with à 4 


infinite Loſs to the Nation. 

Let us conſider, Sir, what vaſt Quantities of Mans 
factures of all Kinds are yearly ſent from Great Britain w 
our ſeveral Sugar-Iſlands, ard from thence we mult ſee hos 
greatly the Value of our Exports mult be diminiſhed. Tis 
of itielf would be an infinite Loſs to the Nation; but tig. 
if we could have no Sugars cr Rum from thoſe Iſlands i 
ſupplying our Home-Conſumption, our Loſs would be * 
doubled; for that Conſumption would then be ſupplied fron 
the French Iſlands : So that the Value of our Imports fi 


Foreign Countries would be conſiderably increaſed, * ſy 
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ame Time that the Value of our Exports would be greatly Anno g. ges. 11. 
iiminiſhed ; and how this would affect our Balance of Trade, . 
a well as our Manufactures here at Home, I leave every | 
Gentleman to judge. | | 

The Duties upon Sugars conſumed in Great Britain 
are ſaid to amount to near 130,0001. a Year, and as 
theſe Sugars pay but 3s. 6d. per hundred Weight, we 
nut from thence conclude, that the Sugars comſumed year- 
ly in this INand muſt amount to above 700,000 hundred 
Went ; ſo that if we were obliged to purchaſe from France 
U tue Sugars neceſſary for our Home-Conſumption at the 
Rate of 6d. per Pound, which would probably be the Caſe, 
tut Conſumption only would carry yearly out of this King- 


LI 
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* dom near two Millions Sterling: To this let us add the Mo- 
pr. u that muſt neceſſarily be carried out of the Nation 
mbh for Rum; and the vaſt Sums that muſt yearly be car- 
only ried out of Ireland, and our Northern Colonies, for the Su- 
| ez: and Rum they ſtand in need of; and from theſe two 
vb Conſiderations only, we muſt, I think, conclude, that by 
: the Loſs of the Sugar-Trade only, the Balance of Trade 
, would be entirely turned againſt us. Then let us conſi- 
abe r what vaſt Numbers of our People are now employed, at 
— Home and Abroad, in the Production and Manufacture of 
a Sugars ; What vaſt Numbers of our Manufacturers of all 
Me- ad, are concern'd in providing Neceſſaries and U tenſils 
* for them ; and what a Number of our Seamen are yearly 
Cam employed in tranſporting our Su and Rum to Great 
ther in; and from thence we may fee how greatly the Num- 
+ ef our People, eſpecially our Seamen, muſt be diminiſh- 
_ cd, and conſequently how conſiderably the Power, and Naval 
bi BW. "cf, of this Nation muſt be reduced by the Loſs of the 
in iz; er Trade: But what is till of worſe Conſequence, and 
FR ly of Gentlemen to conſider it, all the Riches, all the 
ge Zoner, and all the Naval Force we may in this Caſe loſe, 
en neceſſarily be added to that Kingdom from which we 
þ WY" *'%2y5 have the moſt to fear. 

Haring now, Sir, repreſented to you the fatal Conſe- 
ces, with which the Loſs of the Sugar- Trade muſt be 
vin nde, I ſhall next conſider how that Trade may be af- 
- bow RE the Bill before us. I believe it will be granted, 
Tis AF: ff Man who underſtands any Thing of our Sugar- 


2:0ns, that conſidering the Diſadvantages they lie un- 
© © preſent, it would be impoſſible for them to carry on 
* Trade, or to produce any Sugars, if they had not a 
<7 dale for their Rum at the Price it now bears; therefore 
444 Thing, that tends towards leſſening that Price, muſt be 
=, towards the Ruin of our Sugar-Trade. Now if the 
rmption of any Commodity be leſſened, the Quantity 

Dd 2 brought 


Anno g. Ore. I. brought to Market muſt be leſſened, or the Priee will a 
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of Courſe; and as the Conſumption of Rum will certzi 
be very much diminiſhed by this Bill as it now ſands, w 
muſt conclude that our Sugar-Planters cannot have a 
Sale for their Rum at the Price it now beats, if they cop 
tinue to produce as much as they do at preſent : And yy 
alſo know, that our Sugar-Iflands are not fit for producin 
any Thing that can turn to Account but Sugars and Run; 
ſo that if we put it out of their Power to get a Sale fo 
them, at ſuch a Price as they may ſubſiſt by, a great Nun 
ber of them muſt neceſſarily leave our Iſlands and ſettle 2 
mong the French in Hiſpaniola or St Lucia, ' where there j 
Ground ſufficient for them all, and where they will withou 
Doubt meet with Encouragement. The few Sugar-Planten 
left upon our own Iſlands may then, perhaps, get a profitabl 
Price for the Sugar and Rum they produce, becauſe we ſul 
certainly endeavour, by Prohibitions and high Duties, u 

revent the Importation of foreign Sugars, Rum or Brandy; 
bat we cannot in ſuch Caſe propoſe to ſell any at a fore 
Market: And even with reſpect to our Home-Canſumption, 
we know how impoſſible it is to prevent the Importation, a 
Conſumption, of any foreign Commodity, when there is 
great Advantage to be got by running it upon us. 

* We know, Sir, that in none but our own Markets oat 
Sugar-Planters can fell any great Quantity of their Run 
they produce, which is at preſent equal in Value to one yh 
Part of all their other Products: If then by the Bill no 
before us, we diminiſh by one half the preſent Conſumption 
of Rum, as our Sugar-Planters can difpoſe of it no where 
elſe, it is abſolutely rendering uſeleſs to them one 8th Par 
of their whole Produce, which is above twelve per Cat. 


and, I am afraid, is more than any one of our Sugar-Plat- 1 
ters can make clear Profit to himſelf. From hence, Ir, fall 
we may ſee how dangerous it is, to lay ſuch a Reſtraint apo 

the Conſumption of Rum as is propoſed by this Bill: Ia 
this Reftraint, dangerous as it is, I ſhould have readily + i 0 
oreed to, if the Conſumption of Rum, either by itſelf a 
in Punch, had ever given Occaſion to any of the Evil nov Fea; 
complained of, or even if we could hope thereby to rende i b 
our People at home more ſober, frugal, or induſtrious ; be ** 
cauſe, in cither Caſe, I ſhould have at the ſame Time pc Ho, 
poſed the freeing of our Sugar-Planters from all Quit-re "ie 
and Taxes, from all Salaries or Preſents to Governors, 10 call 
even from all Expence of maintaining and r — wy BG 
own Fortifications ; and at the ſame Time J haven ©! f 
been for giving them Liberty to export their Sugars and Run BBY ©:5- 
airet'y to any Market in the whole World: But neither e 4 


theſe is the Caſe at preſent; for the inferior People = 
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ue made, nor can malte an exceſſive Uſe of Rum: It is Aung. 
rever uſed, either by itſelf, or when made into Punch, but 
y the better Sort; and by taking from them Punch, we 
fall only throw them into the Way of drinking Wine, 
which will be a Expence to them, and to the Nation. 

But, Sir, it is not the Conſumption of Rum only, that 
vill be diminiſhed by prohibiting the Retail of Punch, the 
Conſumption of Sugar likewiſe will be greatly diminiſhed ; 
for tho People may ſtill make uſe of Punch at their own 
Houſes, we — that our People do not much like Enter - 
zinments at one another's Houſes: From that Spirit of Li- 
terty ſo natural to them, and which I hope no Miniſter 
hall ever be able to root out, they like to be at a Publick- 
Houſe upon an equal Footing and a fair Club; and therefore 
we cannot ſuppoſe that the Conſumption at their own Houſes 
vill amount to near the Quantity formerly conſumed. We 
ne driving the People from the Uſe of a Liquor almoſt 
wholly produced by the Induſtry of our own Subjects, to the 
Le of a Liquor produced by Foreigners, with whom we 
have not, I believe, all the Reaſon jn the World to be per- 
fetly well ſatisfied. | 

* I ſhould have been glad, Sir, to have ſeen this Bill fo 
framed as to have left our People the free Uſe of Rum; 
but as the Houſe ſeems to be of Opinion that this would 
open a Way for evading the Act; and as the Clauſe is drawn 
win ſuch a Manner, as to prevent its being poſſible to draw 
from it any Method of evading the Law ; or putting it in 
ne Power of the common People to make an exceſſive Uſe 
of Panch ; and as no bad Conſequence can accrue from per- 
nitting the Uſe of it among the better Sort, I hope the 


Houſe will agree to it. 
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To this it was anſwer'd by the Advocates for the Bill, as 8 


follows : 
dir, | 
_ *Altkough the Complaints, which occaſioned the bringing 
i! of the Bill now before us, were chiefly aimed againſt the 
txceilive Uſe of Home- made Spirits among the common 
teople, yet I believe it will be granted, that the Uſe even 
cb Punch, has of late Years become too exceſſive. It is 
Fil known how conſiderably the Number of our Punch- 
104ie5 have increaſed within theſe few Years, and how much 
oy have been frequented by Perſons of all rees, eſpe- 
azly ſince the Method of retailing Punch in ſo ſmall Quan- 
es has begun to be practiſed : This we may be aſſured 
of from the Numbers of Advertiſements relating to ſach 
houſes, which have daily appeared in our News-Papers for 
eo or three Years paſt ; and as every ſuch Houſe is a 
Temptation thrown in the Way of our People for idling 
| away 
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away their Time, I am of Opinion that it is nom her 
abſolutely neceſſary to remove them out of the Way, z 
leaſt to lefſen the Number of them as much as we & 
I do not, Sir, in the leatt queſtion but this Evil was fo, 
ſeen ſeveral Years ago; but, among the many Advantage 
we enjoy by the Nature of our Conſtitution, we are & 
poſed to this Inconvenience, that it is ſeldom practical 
to prevent an Evil, till it becomes fo apparent as to be fe 
almoſt by every Man in the Kingdom ; and in the Preſent 
Caſe, though the Evils now complained of were foreſeen 
dozen Years fince, yet it is certain that no Propoſition i 
preventing them would then have met with any Reception 
on the contrary, if any ſuch had then been offered, A 
believe whoever ſhould have propoſed it, would have ben 
looked on as a Madman: Yet I am convinced it will oy 
be granted, that the paſſing ſuch a Bill would have been d 
great Service to the Nation; and the Objection of turcing 
a Number of People out of their Way of ſubſiſting ther 
Families, would not then have been fo ſtrong as it is at p 
ſent. This is the Caſe of every general Nuſance, which al 
ways contributes to the Advantage of ſome particular Per 
ſons, who will oppoſe its Removal as long as they ca, 
but when it comes to be ſenſibly felt, they muſt then ſcb. 
mit; and the Advantage or Convenience of particular Per 
ſons is not to be regarded. 

I am ſenſible, Sir, of the preſent bad Circumſtances of 
our Sugar-Cclonies, and as deſirous to have the Hardſhips 
they complain of removed, as any Gentleman can be; ad WW... 
therefore I ſhall readily concur wit any Meaſures for thei 
Relief, that do not tend to the Ruin of their Mother Cour- 
try: But for the Sake of encouraging the Sale of their Run 
or Sugars, I cannot ſubmit to the Continuance of an Ener 
mity, which will evidently tend to deſtroy the Health and 
Morals of the People of Great Britain. For this Reaſcn! 
am againſt making any Exceptions to the Bill now before 
us: The Diſeaſe we are now fully ſenſible of, the Remedy 
we have in our Hands, do not let us mix that Remedy up 
with any Palliative which may leſſen, perhaps entirely pe. WW. 
vent its Effect. We may find many Methods for giving our 
Sugar-Colonies a full Compenſation for the Diſadvantage 
they may be ſubjected to by this Bill; but that cannot be 
granted by the Bill now before us, it is a Subject of a quit 
different Nature, and will therefore require a ſeparate Bil. 
This we may not perhaps be able to accompliſh in the pre 
ſent Seſſion, but their Caſe may be fully examined into be 
fore the next, and a proper Relief be granted, and in tht 
mean Time their Loſs cannot be very conſiderable. | 
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I ſhall not, Sir, diſpute the Conſequence of our Sugar- 
lands to this Kingdom, or its being a Loſs to them to leſſen 
te Conſumption of their Rum in Great Britain; but I am 
worinced they might ſell their Rum cheaper, and yet have 
confiderable Profit. If they ſhould lower the Price of 
ir Rum but a very little, they might find a Vent for it 
a many-other Places, a Vent, which would be more than 
-Fcient for anſwering the ſmall Diminution, that may by 
i Law be occaſioned in the Conſumption of it in Great 
tan; and that Foreign Vent, would be more to the Ad- 
age of their native Country than ſelling the ſame Quan- 
iry at double the Price to be conſumed in this Iſland. It is 
erefore againſt the general Intereſt of this Country, to en- 
urge the Home-Conſumption ſo much, as to enable our 
Yanters to ſell all they can make at a high Price in Great 
tan; and on the other Hand it is our Duty to take all 
ofible Meaſures for enabling them to ſell it at a cheap Rate 
v Foreigners; for if the Price of Rum could be ſo much re- 
led, as that it might be purchaſed cheaper than Brandy 
Geneva, vaſt Quantities of it would be conſumed in 
lonh America, in Africa, and in the Countries bordering 
pon the Baltick ; and even at Home the Conſumption of 
ench and Flemiſh Brandies would be very much dimi- 


I do not know, Sir, but by prohibiting the Retail of 
Punch, ſome ſmall Addition may be made to our Conſump- 
n of Wines; but then it will be with reſpe& to Port 
nes only; and as our Trade with Portugal is, in the 
un, a very profitable Trade, it is our Intereſt to encourage 
W much as we can: However, I rather think moſt of 
tole who uſed to drink Punch, will drink Fine Ale and 
dong Beer, or thoſe Home-made Wines which we call 
vets ; and it is as much the Intereſt of the Nation to en- 
nage the Conſumption of theſe Liquors, as that of any 
der. By increaſing the Conſumption of Fine Ale and 
rg Beer, we ſhall encourage the Tillage of our Lands in 
eat Britain; and by increaſing the Conſumption of Home- 
ice ines, we ſhall encourage the Trade of our Sugar- 
Larc,, becauſe in the making ſuch there are great Quan- 
ues of Sugar uſed ; ſo that if they ſhould become of as 
=eral Uſe as Punch is at preſent, our Demand for Sugars 
I receſſarily be increaſed. 

* 10 conclude, Sir, if you exempt Punch from the Du- 
© ce impoſed by this Bill, you wall render it altogether 
Kectaal; for under the Name of the Liquor exempted, 
bei Sort of Spirituous Liquor will be retailed : Our Bran- 
dcp: and our Gin-Shops will then be all turned into 
<K-230D*, cur People will be as much debauched, and 
our 
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our Streets as full of Objects of Pity and Contempt 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I am for makin = Lp 
leaſt, for one Year, of the Bill as it at preſent: u 
is a very extraordinary Regulation, we ſhall probably in te 
Seſſion have Occafion to make ſome Alterations : By ch 
Time we ſhall ſee what Effect the diminiſhing the Retail 
Punch will have upon our People; we ſhall likewiſe ew 


the mean Time the Prohibition cannot be attended with 

extraordinary bad Effect, and therefore I ſhall be againſ 2 

ding the Clauſe which the honourable Gentleman ha 
ſed.” | 


Clauſe : * 
Sir, 8 a l 
When the honourable Gentleman {Sir Joſeph Jehl 0 
was pleaſed to find Fault with the great Number of Sac 
Punch-Houſes, I wiſh he had added Taverns and ile whi 
for I am convinced the great Number of the latter is as f 0 
ſible a Grievance as the former; and have contrived a pen 
Temptations for People to loiter away their Time: Batt tie) 
unbounded Liberty ſo many Years given to ſetting up Piu 
Houſes of all Kinds, proceeds from an Error in Politick mar 
by which it was the Intereſt of thoſe to multiply ſuch H 
ſes, who only had the Power to prevent their Increaſe. Th to h 
Sir, is the true Cauſe of that prodigious Number of Hoale bak 
of Entertainment ſet up in every Part of this Kingdom; Gre 
the Power of thoſe, to whom we had given an Lnteref | Con 
ſuch Houſes, has been ſo conſiderable, that it was in va 5 if 
for any Gentleman to propoſe a Remedy. Not ithſtancnghnly :t, 
the terrible Outcry, that was univerſally raiſed againſt the 
ceſſive Uſe of Spirituous Liquors amongſt the Common r e 
ple, I doubt much if we could have applied any effeftual tepe 
medy, unleſs fome Perſons had found it their Intereſt to e d 
to it. bf tb 
© I ſhall readily agree, Sir, that the preſent Number ty c 
our Punch Houiſes is too great; but there is a great D 
rence between too great a Number, and none at all: Bt Le 
Pre. fition now made, the Retailing of Punch will be 0 ru 
fed to Houſes where other ſtrong Liquors are by Licence u Cop 
be told, which will of Courſe very much diminiſh the No bre: 
ber of our Punch-Houſes ; and where Men are allowed 088 ::: 


drink any other Sort of ſtrong Liquor, I can ſee no Xevonnt”, 
why they may not be allowed to drink Punch, for I am pe 
ſuaded it is as wholeſome a Liquor as can be found at fc 
Houſes. I wiſh, Sir, that effectual Methods had been take 

many Years ſince, for preventing our People from ſuppori%9 
thcir Families by the Retail of Spirituous Liquors : I am © 
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ple has been very mach diminiſhed, and therefore I wiſh 
ſome effeRual Reſtraints had been laid upon thoſe, who have 
the Power of granting ſach Licences. Though the publick 
Good certainly requires an immediate Reftraint upon the ex- 
refive Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, yet I cannot think that a 
Prohibition of felling any fuch Liquors by Retail, eſpecially 
when they are rectiſied by Water, or made into Punch, can 
te abſolutely neceſſary: Nay; if ſuch a Prohibition were 
necefſary, my Concern for the Numbers of People who now 
live by that Retail is ſuch, that I ſhould rather be for intro- 
txcing the Prohibition by Degrees; by which Method a ge: 
reral Diſtreſs would be prevented; becauſe ſome would die 
u the mean Time, and the reſt would have Time to provide 
2 Livelihood in ſome other Way. 

„Tais Bill would; I believe, have met with very little 
Saccefs, if it had not been ſupported by another Propoſition 
which is now made Part of it. I ſhall admit, Sir, that 
tile who find a private Intereſt in any publick Nuſance, 
generally endeavour to oppoſe its Removal, even although 
they are fully ſenſible that their Country muſt be ruined by 
it Continuance. Of ſuch Men, I am afraid we have too 
mary in this Kingdom, but I hope not one in this Houſe. 

Wich reſpe& to our Sugar-Colonies, Sir, I am ſurpriſed 
to hear ſuch Reaſoning upon that Subject. They may pro- 
dably be ruined by prohibiting the Retail of their Rum in 
Great Britain; but Gentlemen ſay, we may give them a full 
Compenſation the next Seſſion; which to me ſeems the ſame 
#1f I ſhould ſay to a Man, I muſt now knock your Brains 
bat, but next Year I'll do ſomething to bring you to Life 
win : For God's Sake, Sir, let us conſider the unfortunate 
Ce of many of our Sugar-Iflands, whoſe whole Subſiſtence 
depends upon the Sale of that Moiety of their Rum, which 
ke are by this Bill to deprive them of: The Produce 
their whole preſent Crop of Sugars, and the other Moi- 
y of their Rum, may be neceſſary for defraying the Charge 
cr tueit next Year's Crop ; and if we diſappoint them in the 
Le of what they defigned for ſubſiſting their Families, they 
eu break in upon the Stock neceſſary for producing another 
Gop; by which Means every Sugar-Planter, who is not be- 
7:26 with the World, muſt neceſſarily be undone : This 
127 perſuaded will be the Caſe of moſt of our ſmall Plan- 
ard in them we know the Strength of our Sugar- Iſlands 
9.5; tao) the Regulations we are next Year to make may 
: Compenſation to thoſe who can ſtand the Shock. 

de is no Pretence for ſaying that the Uſe of Rum when 
mc? into Punch, for one Year longer, will deſtroy the 
eaten or Morals of the People of Great Britain, therefore 
Vel. IV. E e why 
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werd, that thereby the Labour and Induſtry of ail our Peg- ans 3, en. 
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— are ready to grant them a proper Redreſs ?, Why 


* 


'' Anno 9. gu. why ſhould we do an Injury to our 'Sugar- 


736. 


| Profit from their ſeveral Plantations ; but I wiſh that . 
of Reaſoning had been founded upon Facts known to t& 


and when this is done we may perhaps make free with e 
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Planters, Nil vt 


prevent the Sale of their Rum in Great Britain, I a 


made ſuch Regulations as may enable them to ſell it to 4; 
vantage at ſome other Market ? 

We are told, Sir, that our Sugar-Planters might 1 
their Rum much cheaper, and yet have a conſiderable ye 
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Houſe; for I believe, if we were to examine our Sugy 
Planters, they would give us ſtrong Reaſons ſor convincing 
us, that in their preſent Circumſtances it is impoſſible to ft 
their Sugars or Rum cheaper. We all know how dear livin 
it is in our Sugar-Iſlands, what Taxes they pay, and wha 
monſtrous Prices they give for their Slaves, and for en 
Thing elſe neceſſary for the Production of Sugars: We like 
wiſe know at what a cheap Rate both Sugars and Runa 
ſold upon the Spot where they are produced, and if we cat 
pare the Expence and the Profits together, the Impoſibil 
of ſelling cheaper will fully appear. It certainly would 
an Advantage to the Nation, to enable our Sugar-Plantent 
ſell their Rum at foreign Markets rather than in Great! 
tain ; but it is not the Price the poor Planters ſell it at, whic 
prevents its being ſold in foreign Markets; it is the wil 
Regulations we have made here at home ; for we ſeem 
have taken Care to prevent its being in their Power tod 
poſe of their Rum at any foreign Market: In the 1. 
Place, their Rum muſt be all landed in Great Britain, bet 
it can be carried to any foreign Market in Europe ; | 
that it muſt be charged with double Freight and deff e 
Commiſſion, beſides Porterage, Wharfage, and ſeveral e 
ſmall Items upon the Importation and Exportation, all wich” 
upon ſuch a cheap and ſach a bulky Commodity, mul 
mount to more than the Value of the prime Coſt : And 
the next Place we know that, in order to make Rum p 
table, it muit be kept in a good Cellar for ſeveral Ye 
now there are but few of our Planters can ſpare to k 
their Rum by them, nor would it be proper to keep u e's: 
thoſe hot Climates ; and yet by obliging our Merchants Ne. 
home to pay the high Duties upon it ſoon after its 1anw 
we render it impoſſible for moſt of them to keep it dl it 
fit for any Market ; or if ſome of them do, the Interel b 
the Duties upon it at home riſes ſo high, that it becol anti 
impoſſible to ſell it to Advantage at any foreign Mate 


Both theſe Diſadvantages might be very eaſily emden (u 
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Home-Conſumption of that Liquor; but till then | 
convinced, the putting a Stop to our Home- Con 
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an, will be running the Riſk F ruining intirely our Sugar- 


It is ſaid, Sir, that upon our prohibiting the Retail of 
punch, our People will fall naturally into the drinking of 
Fine Ale, Strong Beer, and Home-made Wines. I with it 
may be ſo ; and, I am convinced the putting a Stop to the 
Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, will increaſe the Conſumption of 
Ber and Ale, tho; this has been denied, or at leaſt much 
doubted of, by the ſame Gentlemen in a former Debate on 
this Bill; but as for moſt of our Punch-Drinkers, they 
we generally the better Sort of our People, and moſt of 
them will fall into the drinking of foreign Wines, which 
Conſumption will not be confined to the Wines of Portugal 
cily ; for the Spaniſh and Italian Wines will certainly come 
in for a Share, as well as French Clarets. As for our 
Home- made Wines, the Uſe of them will never become fo 
erer il as the Uſe of Punch; and unleſs this happens to 
te the Caſe, our Sugar-Colonies will ſuffer in the Conſump- 
ton of their Sugars as well as their Rum. 

' [ will allow that by prohibiting the Retail of Punch, 
ome little Addition will be made to the Conſumption of our 
Home-made Wines ; but I am convinced the chief Addition 
jill be to the foreign Wines, which muſt neceſſarily be a 
get Diſadvantage to the Nation, tho it will be a double 
Advantage to the Civil Liſt ; for that Revenue will be con- 
kderably increaſed by the great Number of new Wine-Li- 
erces, that will of Courſe be taken out, every Shilling of the 
Duties upon which belongs to the Civil Liſt ; and it will 
el les get a great deal more by the Conſumption of Wine, 
than it could have ever got by the Conſumption of Rum 
made into Punch; for as one Bottle of Rum made 
to Punch, will go as far as four Bottles of Wine; and as 
ie Civil Liſt gets at leaſt 16d. by the Conſumption of four 
bottles of Wine, and but ꝙ d. or 10 d. at moſt by one Bot- 
te of Rum made into Punch, the Civil Liſt will be a 
able Gainer by this Change of Liquors. Tis true, a con- 
able Addition has always been made by Adulteration to 
veign Wines after they are imported, ſo that we cannot 
pole the Civil Liſt will get 4d. by every Bottle hereafter 
obe conſumed : But then if the drinking of Punch be con- 
wed, we cannot reckon that the Civil Liſt could get 9d. 
f 10d. by every Bottle of Rum made uſe of, becauſe great 
Wntities of Punch have always been made of Rum run in 
ittout paying Duty; and the Quantity of Punch, made 
un ſuch Liquors, will always be at leaſt equal to the Quan- 
— by our Wine-Coopers to foreign Wines after 

nation. | 
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es cautiouſly, that it is 1. to make any Handy 


9 The Queſtion was then put, Whether the above Clauſe 
lating to Spirituous 
Liquors is rejected 
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— The Clauſe now offered is, in my Opin, öh, hin 


of it for evading the Law. e Punch, to be retailed hy 
this Clauſe, muſt be mixed with two third Parts Water a 
leaſt, in the Preſence of the Buyer, and muſt not be retail 
in a leſs Quantity than one Pint, or at a leſs Price than af 
ter the Rate of 5 s. per Gallon : It will therefore be in 
flible to ſell any ſpirituous Liquor under the Name 
Punch. -unleſ it be mixed with two third Parts Water ; an 
the not allowing it to be ſold at a leſs Price than 58. fe 
Gallon, or in a leſs Quantity than one Pint, will preva 
Tippling as much as poſſible. To pretend that the Frau 
cannot be diſcovered, becauſe the Drinkers will always 
Parties to the Evaſion, is an Objection that will hold equ: 
ly ſtrong againſt every Clauſe in the Bill ; for the Drinker 
muſt be Parties to every Fraud that can be committed, and 
yet it is to be preſumed, that they will generally be the [i 
formers: Nay, even with Reſpect to the retailing of Gin 
it may ſafely be ſold and drank in a private Corner, wit 
out any Danger of Diſcoyery, unleſs the Drinkers then 
ſelves become Informers. | 
The Bill now before us may indeed, Sir, very prop 
be called an Experiment: It is, I believe, one of the bold 
Experiments in Politicks that was ever made in a free Cou 
try ; and ſeems as if intended to try the Submiſſion and Ol 
dience of our People: Even, tho' the Clauſe now propoſe 
be added, like Saul, it will ruin its Thouſands ; but if thi 
Clauſe be not added, like David, it will ruin its ten Thot 
ſands; and if by this Bill our Sugar-Trade ſhould be « 
ſtroyed, it will ruin the whole Nation at laſt. I truly, & 
make no Queſtion, but that the Bill will be found to fla 
in need of ſome Amendments in the very next Seſſon; I 
not know but a great Part of it may then be repealed ; bt 
as for that Part of it which relates to the Civil-Liſt, I dout 
much if it will ever be in our Power to get it repealed : I a 
corivinced, that before next Seſſion it will be found neceſ 
to alter the whole Scheme of this Bill, and to contrive ſon 
new Method for preventing the exceſſive Uſe of Spiritucl 
Liquors among our common People; but in the mean ti 
Thouſands of our People abroad and at home will be utter 
undone : And as ſuch Perſons cannot be recovered, nor 
ceive any Benefit, by thoſe Alterations we may then thin 
proper to make, I am for preventing the ſpreading of l 
Deſolation as much as poſſible, and therefore am for addn 
the Clauſe now propoſed.” 


” 


98. And then the Bill was ordered to be engroſs d. 


Ay 


(. J | 
20. The Bill relating to Spirituous Liquors was-read 4g 
4 third Time, and pafs d without a Diviſion ; and Sir Charles q 


Turner was ordered to carry it up to the Lords. . 
Avril 21. The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee up- 
in the Quakers Bill, when great Alterations were — 
gery Clauſe ; and it was propoſed to leave to every Perſon 
titled to Tythes, an Option to ſue for the Recovery of the Quakers Bil. 
dem, either before the Juſtices of the Peace, as directed by g 
that Bill, or before any of his Majeſty's Courts in Weſtmin- 
fer-Hall : Bat as this ſeemed to be inconſiſtent with the Pre- 
ble of the Bill, and with the Intention of the whole, it 
n ſtrenuouſſy oppoſed ; and upon the Queſtion's being put, 
it was upon a Diviſion carried in the Negative by 202 to 96. 
pril 22. The Houſe proceeded on the Hearing of the Pe- Farther Proceed» 
tion complaining of an undue Election for the County of oof 00 he Yorke 
York, (on which Affair they had fat every Tueſday and 
Thurſday ſince the preſenting of the ſaid Petition, p. 147.) 
and the Counſel for the Petitioner Sir Rowland Winn, ſum- 
ned up their Evidence ; by which they alledged they had 
qualified ſeveral Perſons as not being aſſeſſed to the Pub- 
ick Taxes; Church Rates, and Pariſh Duties; Others, as 
having no Freehold in the Place where they ſwore that their 
Freehold did lie ; and of them ſeveral as having no Eſtate at 
al, being Curates, Schoolmaſters, Pariſh-Clerks, Hoſpital 
Men, Leaſeholders and Copyholders; Others, as not having 
Freeholds of the Value of 40 s. per Annum ; Others, as be- 
ng Minors ; Others, as having purchaſed their Freeholds 
vithin one Year before the Election; Others, as havin 
been influenced to vote by Threats ; Others, as having — 
twice; One, as being an Alien; and Others, whoſe Votes 
peared upon the Poll, though there were no ſuch Perſons 
ether in the Place where they ſwore their Freeholds did lie, 
erin the Places where they ſwore that their Abode was: 
Hereupon the farther Hearing of the Affair was adjourned 
"ny 29th ; when it was farther adjourned to the 4th of 


Lords. 


4ril 29. A Motion being made for an Addreſs of Con- Motion for an A. 

gratulation to the King, on Account of the Nuptials of the on the Marriage t 

Prince of Wales with the Princeſs of Saxe-Gotha, to whom to —_ 8 

bis Royal Highneſs was married on the 27th, Mr Lyttleton ,, Lyttleton's 

lood up, and ſpoke as follows: Speech on that 
Mr Speaker, | 9 

Though J have nothing to add to what has been ſaid ſo 

ell by other Gentlemen, on this happy and 3 Occa- 

wn; yet, as I think, that nobody ſhould be filent on a Point 

to which nobody can be indifferent, I beg to be indulg'd in 

ew Words, to declare with how much Pleaſure I concur 

u the Motion that has been made you: And indeed he ** 


% 


3 
Wants and Miſeries of Mankind, can feel 
Tenderneſs of an Equal, while he relieves 
Beneficence of a Superior; whoſe Heart i 


Sentiments of Humanity and 
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Sir, It is right and decent, and | 
notions, to aſcribe every Thing that is done for the pabld 
Good to the paternal Cares and Goodneſs of the King: Is 
in this Inſtance it is peculiarly our Duty; for this is a 
rit which muſt belong to him alone: In this, none of k 
Servants can have a Share: The moſt aſſuming Muike 
could lay no claim to it; it is his own Act; to him wear 
obliged for it, and to him our Acknowledgments are da, 
He has heard the Wiſhes of his People, who forelaw t 
Dangers they were expoſed to, if his Royal Highneß, U 
marrying too late in Life, ſhould, according to the ardmay 
Courſe of Nature, leave an Heir to the Crown in a Minor 

ty; a Minority, which is always a State of Weakneß, B. 
ſtraction, and Oppreſſion; a Minority, the moſt 
of all Governments, becauſe it is the Government 
ſters. It was therefore the general Defire of 0 
Engliſhman, that a Marriage ſo neceſſary to the Publ 
ſhould no longer be delay d; and his Majeſty has . 
been pleaſed to comply with that Defire : He has rend 
thoſe uneaſy Apprehenſions; and by ſtrengthening, and 1 


Happineſs, 
As our Than 
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I 
Wh that the ſame Virtues may revive again with equal 
Lare, and happier Fortune, in her Poſterity. 

For all theſe Reaſons, for many more, more than the 
Zal of my Heart can now to me, more than the 
Eoquence of others can , we ought moſt joyfully 
v congratulate his Majeſty on an Event, which muſt give him 
the greateſt Pleaſure, becauſe it does ſo to his People, for 
the Sati:faction of neither can be perfect but when it is re- 
cprocal. Let us therefore join our Thanks to our Felicita- 
tors, and let our Unanimity in doing it, refute the Calum- 
mes of thoſe, who dare to inſinuate out of Doors, that Gen- 
temen who ſometimes differ here from the Meaſures of the 
Court, differ at all from thoſe whom they „I mean 
the very Beſt of them, in fincere Attachment to the Govern- 
nent, and affectionate for the Royal Family. 

Mr Lyttleton was ſeconded by Mr William Pitt, as follows : 

Mr Speaker, 

I am unable to offer any Thing that has not been 
kid by the honourable Perſons, who made you the Motion, 
z 2 Manner much more ſuitable to the Dignity and Impor- 
ace of this great Occaſion : But, Sir, as I am really af- 
ked with the Proſpect of the to be derived to my 
Country from this ſo defireable and ſo long deſired Mea- 
ke, the age of his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
Wes; I cannot forbear troubling you with a few Words 
D expreſs my Joy, and to mingle my humble Offering, in- 
cxicerable as it is, with this great Oblation of 

a Congratulation to his Majeſty. 

* How great ſoever the Joy of the Publick may be, and 
ery great it certainly is, in receiving this Benefit from his 
Wjefy, it muſt be inferior to that high Satisfaction which 
* wrnilelf enjoys in beſtowing it: And if I may be allowed 
b !2ppoſe, that to a Royal Mind any thing can tranſcend 
de Fleaſure of gratifying the impatient Wiſhes of a Loyal 
Ma. - - - - 
tecpe, it can only be the paternal Delight of tenderly in- 
gig tte moſt dutiful Application, and moſt humble Re- 
cf 2 ſubmiſſive obedient Son. I mention, Sir, his 
Wor) HighneG's havicg ak'd a Marriage, becauſe ſome- 
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Dl attice due to him, for having aſked what we are 
„orgy bound, by all the Ties of Duty and of Gratitude, 
do 


Mr Will. Pitt, 


- „inn 
5 | TY ( #24 ) e HS 
u. to return hi Majeſty bur moſt Kitmble Ac 
W for havi | A . | $075 0 7 as. N 
© The of a Prince of Wales, n Ws" it 
Times, been a of the higheit tante w th 
Publick Welfare, to preſent and to futurè Generations; 
nt no Time has it been a more important, à More Mar C. 
fideration, than at this Day; if a Character at one un 
ble and refpectable, can embelliſh and even dighify, the t, 
vated Rank of a Prince of Wales. Were it not à 8c 
Preſumption to follow ſo great a Perſon through bis Hoa! 
of Retirement, to view him in the milder Light of dom 
ſtick Life, we ſhould find him buſy'd in the noble Et 
of Humanity, Benevolence, and of every focial” Vinm 
But, Sir, how pleaſing, how caprivating ſoever"ſuth a'See 
may be, yet, as it is a private one, I fear I ſhould off 
the Delicacy of that Virtue I fo ardently defire to do Juſt 
to, ſhould I offer it to the Confideratioh of this Hou 
But, Sir, filial Duty to his Royal Parents, a generous I 
for Liberty, and a juſt Reverence for the Britiſh Conftity 
tion; theſe are publick Virtues, and cannot eſcape the Aj 
plauſe and Benedictions of the Publick : They are Virtue 
Sir, which render his Royal Highneſs not only a noble ( 
nament, but a firm Support, if any "could be ne 
ſary, of that Throne ſo greatly filled by his Royal Father 
I have been led to ſay thus much of his Royal Hig 
neſs's Character, becauſe it is the Conſideration of th 
Character which, above all Things, enforces the Juſtice u 
Goodneſs of his Majeſty in the Meaſure now before you ; 
Meafure which the Nation thought ebuld never come it 
ſoon, becauſe it brings with it the Promiſe of an additiot 
Strength to the Proteſtant Succefſion in his Majeſty's THuk 
ous and Royal Houſe : The Spirit of Liberty dictated th 
Succeſſion, the ſame Spirit now rejoices in the Proſpett 
its being perpetuated to lateſt Poſterity : It rejoices in 
wiſe and happy Choice, which his Majeſty has been pleaſed 
make. of a Princeſs ſo amiably diſtinguiſhed in herſelf, 
illuſtrious in the Merit of her Family; the Glory of we 
great Anceſtor it is, to have ſacrificed himſelf to the nod 
Cauſe for which a Prince can draw his Sword, the Cauie 
Liberty and the Proteſtant Religion. Such; Sir, is | 
Marriage, for which our moſt humble Ackhowledgments 2 
due to his Majeſty ; and may it afford the Comfort of tee 
the Royal Family (numerous, as I thank God it 1) 
growing and riſing up in a third Generation ; a Fam 
Sir, which I moſt fincerely wiſh may be as immortal as tht 
Liberties, and that Conſtitution which it came to mall 
and therefore I am heartily for the Motion. 
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which they conceived to be prejudicial to 
tie Rights of themſelves and the other Parochial Clergy ; and 
therefore praying to be heard by their Counſel, in relation 
o the ſaid new Clauſes, before they received the final Aſſent 
of that Houſe. 2 2 — 4 1. | 

This Petition was ordered to lie upon the Table, and then "1 

de Bill was read the third Time, when ſeveral new 7 
Amendments were made to it; and a Motion being made, | F 
That the Bill do paſs, the ſame was oppoſed by Mr Talbot 
Milte] Mr Maiſter [ of Cirencefer] Sir William Carew, 
ud others, who urg'd, That beſides — — pong 
Reaſons which had been given againſt paſſing the Bill, there 
ms one relating to Form, which was unanſwerable ; for the 


Bill, which was firſt brought in, had been fo thoroughly and 
of entirely alter'd in the Committee, that it could not now 
ner ue looked on as the ſame Bill; even the very Title of it had : 
500 entirely altered in the Committee, and that Bill whic 7 
ome before called, A Bill to enlarge, amend, and render m 


ſetual the Laws then in being, &c. was upon the third 
ling to be called, 4 Bill for the more eafy —_—_— 


ted , Church Rates, and other Ecclefraftical Dues my F | 4 
Teple called Qua lers; which they could not but take to be 4 
$ in ry improper Title, for in their Opinion it ought to be 1 
eaſed led, 4 Bill for preventing the Recovery of Tythes, or any 


wlfiaftical Dues, from the People called Quakers. That by 
r Bill as it was at firſt brought in, the Juriſdiftion of the 
ie node ces of Peace was to have been confined to Tythes of a 

rain Value, which was certainly deſigned to be Tythes of 
ſmall Value; the Juſtices were to order and direct the Pay- 
ent, ſo as the Sum ordered did not exceed“ *] but the 
of fee rnmittee, by the Bill they had drawn up, which was then 
it is) s them, had given the Juſtices an unlimited Juriſdiction 


Fami tre the Title was not in Queſtion. That this was a Power 
ch they thought no Committee upon a Bill could take; 


e might perhaps have filled up the Blank with any Sum 
ey pleaſed ; they might have filled it up with ſuch a large 


n as would have in Effect been the ſame with granting the 
Vol. IV. 5 F f Juſtices 


EFF 
ff 


Sir John St Aubin. 


| 22 Juſtices an unſimited Juriſdiio 
| ry 2 general andunlimited JurifdiBion 


' Could ever have, if the Method obſerved in 


an unlimited Power to Juſtices of Peace with 


thoſe regular Forms, which have hitherto circumſcribed 


( *226 


came before them, was a Bill for 


new Bill to be brought in ; in which Caſe, 
they might be aggrieved by any Thing in 
have an Opportunity of being heard againſt it, 


would be too late for him to apply. | 
To this it was anſwered by Mr Glanville, Mr Archer, al 
Mr Hampden, * That the Bill then before them was in If 
fe& the very ſame with the Bill firſt brought in; many d 
the Clauſes had, indeed, been altered and amended, but the 
general Scope and Intention of the Bill was the very fame 
and they did not think the Committee had taken any L 
berties with the Bill but what were uſual, and ſuch as the 
were fully intitled to take; for the Reaſon of their 
ect iD Þ 
Value of the Tythe, was becauſe, upon mature Conſider 
tion, they found, that all Actions and Suits for Tythes, when 
the Title was not controverted, were for {mall Sams, k 
Sums much ſmaller than any Sum that was ever intended 
be filled up in that Blank ; and fince it was ackne 
that the Committee might have filled up the Blank with fac 
a large Sum, as would have in effect been the ſame wi 
granting the Juſtices an unlimited Juri ſdiction, they could 
no Reaſon why the Committee might not do direflly andi 
expreſs Terms, that which they might certainly have done 
a hidden or indirect Manner.” 
Hereupon Sir John St Aubin ſtood up, and ſpoke a 
lows: 
Mr Speaker, | | 
© I think that a Bill of this Conſequence, which affets 
large a Property, ſhould undergo the wiſeſt Scrutiy 


* 
. ' | 
* 


Proceedings, and guarded our Conſtitution from any won 
and difguis'd Attacks: But this Bill, faulty as it was at U 
after two Readings in the Houſe and Counſel had been 
lemnly heard againſt it, went avowedly into the Comm 
to be almoſt intirely alter d: A new Bill, for ſo I may j® 
call this, ariſes out of the Aſhes of the old One, with! 
ſame fallacious Title indeed, and leſs formidable than be 
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Work of Reformation which is at 
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ſhould paſs, I hope you will permit me to 
— it, for I am one of thoſe w 


ready than I am, to gi 
gencies to the ſeveral unha i 
ei I hink, that in Points of Religious Worſhip, Comput. 
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N 
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pettive Rights and . am very ſorry 
tnt any of the Diſſenters now ſee Occaſion to com- 
pain of their diſtinct Allowances, and that ftated Meaſure 
wach muſt be preſerved in our civil Union. Let them 
bak upon the Structure of our Conſtitution in general; are 
le ſeveral Members well toned ? Have they a mu- 
tal Dependence and Connection with each other? 
And is there one Law of Convenience which runs thro 
de Whole? If this be ſo, and the Preheminence is 
maintained by a due Subordination of the inferior Parts; if 
de Building was erecled by the moſt able Hands, and when 
architefture was at its Height ; I am not for inverting the 
Order of it, in Compliance with the Gothick Fancy of any 
Pretenders to that Art. l 
Thas our Conſtitation at preſent ſtands, and the Laws 
it Toleration are in this Senſe become a Part of it; 
Fi 2 pro 


| rr „ Tine, e 
eligious Worſhip: : Soc, OD "yl 
, "who Fabra orms of 0 —_— 
AE 8 Wer 1 7 uſance, ai 
the 3 Tune e Ri rw chil is it hat + 
ers want? not m 
— from Time to Time complyed with? 40 they dot e 
empted even from appeali to the great Anthor of Tm 
in their legal Teſtimony ? But not contented with all th 
by a moſt ftrange Abuſe of the permiſlive Liberty they exp, 
they ſend circular Exhortations to their Brethren to 
the civil Juriſdiftion of #7 rank] Laws; and pn! thus cherif 
ed and ftrengthened an Obſtinacy they approach the 
| mg itſelf with barſh Rerilings, v ms ey by En 
ence, againſt the Clergy of our Eltabli auch day 
Ing a conſtitutional R gh Dog E. 26 the legal Remedy 
may be abated by which it is ro _—_ and unjul 
complaining of Severities, which, by their repeated Car 
macy, they wilfully draw on themſelves 3 for the Lawi 
its ordinary and natural Courſe will proceed to an Enforg 
ment of its own Decree. Is this that Paffive Ohedience i 
Non-Reſiſtance, that mild and charitable Diſpoſition, wi 
Which they have been ſo largely complimented? - this Ct 
ſcience, in any true Definition of it? No! it 
Humour, a falſe and delufive Light, an Ini, Pataar 
ariſes from a Degeneracy and Corruption of che Mind. | 
this is Confcience, then all thoſe Riots and Tamults, whic 
at any Time oppoſe the Execution of the 13 and the An 
thority of the Government, may with equal Juſtice | 
Claim to ſuch a Conſcience. Tythes are a pe 
from the Inheritance of the Land, and by the 1 
Conſtitution are applied to certain Purpoſes. "They ares 
of Civil Right, no matter to whom they belong, - 
ſhould think that the Maintenance of our 
ſome favourable Share in our Conſiderations. 

No human Wiſdom can at once foreſee the foince 
Extent of legal Remedies, but they muſt from Time 7 
be proportion'd to the Degrees of Obſtinacy with 
they are to contend. At the Time of the Revolution, 
our Conſtitution was reſettled, and our ſeveral Right 1 
Privileges confirmed, the former Remedies were found i 
ſufficient, and, therefore, by the 7th and Sth of King W 
lizm, a new one was created, but the others were ſulter 
to ſubfiſt. The Clergy have now their Option which l 
thod to purſue, and I believe they always follow this, 
leſs they ſuſpect an unjuſt Partiality. For they Want 0 
their Right, and are undoabtedly willing . 


69 ) 
geapeſt and moſt effeftual Way; ſo that by this Hill, whith = b 
ge them to repair to the Juſtices in the firſt Inſtance, you | —_— WP 
gjojn them nothing but what is already done ; but at the Fe be 
ane Time give a new Intereſt to the in by . 
mmacious : For I a by the Bill, as i | 


* 
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of any farther Redreſs. - It 
Juſtices, which is ſome fort 
tire; and it is the Force of the ſeveral ſubſiſting 
wich obliges many of the in ſome 
u preſent to ſubmit. For it is not the Punctilio of one Gun 
auh (as the learned Counſel faid) which the Garriſon wants; 
ad when Men are obliged to ſurrender there is no Diſhonour 
n doing it: But they have got unjuſt Poſſeſſion, and would 
have you withdraw your Forces, that they may firengthen 
the Fortification, and make it capable of a ſtouter Reſiſtance. 
Sir, I think the Compariſon has been inverted ; that Party 
i in Poſſeſſion who have a juſt Title, and only deſire 
keep what they have, without extending their Territo- 
nes; and it would be extremely unjuſt to pull down their 
Fences, upon an idle Report that the Enemy would take no 
Advantage of it. | 

As to the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, the Quakers have been 
eh d to produce any Inſtances of their being much troubled 
lere; and indeed they are exceedingly few : Every Thing 
n the Courſe of Time will degenerate from its original In- 
fitution, and undoubtedly there are many Abuſes crept into 
theſe Courts, which may deſerve our Attention; but then 
kt us proceed upon fairer Inquiries, and with a Diſpoſition 
to reform and not to deſtroy. Theſe Courts, from the ear- 
left Days of our Conſtitution, have had Cognizance of 
Tythes ; and if the chief Argument againſt them is drawn £ 
from their Defe& of Power in giving Redreſs, I am rather 
for ſupplying the Defect, than that their Authority herein 
ſioald be wholly reſcinded. 

' I would not be thought, by any thing I have ſaid, to be 
for extending the Power of the Clergy ; I am for keeping 
hat as well as all other Power, within its due Bounds. But, 
ſnely, the Clergy are not to be the only Men in the World, 
vo, when they are aſſaulted, have not a Liberty to com- " 
Pain, and to fly to this Aſylum for their neceſſary Defence ; 
! think this is all they now do, and it is very unfair to be 
keexing induſtriouſly for particular Inſtances of Blame; and 
Fom thence to take Occaſion of caſting an Odium upon the 
Vile Function. Thoſe frightful Ideas, therelore, x of 
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* at this Time; i 

1s m g it is very well if it can kee 

und. ITE 

| © The Miſchief which is growing up is of another Sar, 

and our Liberties are no longer in- from bs 
* * in * 


Church is the weakeſt Part, it is thought very adviſeabley 
begin the Attack there; and if it ſucceeds, they will or 
mount the Breach, and take Poſſeſſion of the whole; for w 


Conſtitution, it is highly 


protect each other; and that the Clergy ſhould wi 
der, that, as at all Times we are ready to oppoſe any 
ſaults upon their Quarter, ſo they are under the ftronge 
Obligations, in the Day of our Need, not to withdray thei 
Aſſiſtance from us in Points of Civil Liberty; for if en 
that ſhould be their fatal Miſtake, and our Hands are tl 
by weakened, they will undoubtedly bring their own I 
bliſhment into the moſt imminent Danger. 

© I ſhall fay no more, but that I ſhall at all Times oppe 
any Innovations, becauſe I think them extremely hazardow 
let us rather guard againſt the intemperate Follies, the Lun 
ry, the Venality and Irreligion of the Age, which la 
been long gathering like a dark Thunder-Cloud in the Sky 
God only — 2 ſoon it may burſt, but whenerri 
happens, and I fear the Day is at no great Diſtance, it x 
certainly fall moſt heavily upon us ; I am therefore for ker 
ing up our common Shelters, that we may be protedted, 
well as poſſible, againſt this great and impending Danger. 

Then the Queſtion being put for paſſing the Bull, it 
carried in the Affirmative, by 164 to 48, and Mr Glaonik 
was order'd to carry the Bill to the Lords, and defire de 


Concurrence. 


May 3. Sir Charles Turner preſented to the Houle enac 
Bill, For indemnifying Perſons, who have been gui yof or Veſ 
lacufully importing Goods and Merchandize into this King made 
upon the Terms therein mentioned, and for inforciny | be cor 
Laws againſt ſuch Importation for the future ; and the la — 

| 


was then read the firit Time, and ordered to be read" 
cond Time. | 
May 4. The ſaid Bill was read a ſecond Time, anda 
tion being made for committing the ſame, it was oppo d 
ſeveral: Members, who urg'd, That it was very ee 


e 
to ſee ſuch a Petition followed hy ſuch 


ae to by the Laws lately made for i Duty: 
[pon the Foundation of that Petition, a Bill had been 
zrought in, which no way diminiſhed the Duty, and inſtead 
{ relieving the Merchants from any of the Hardſhips thay 
were before expoſed to, laid them under many new 

irs, and ſach as they thought inconſiſtent with the Liberties 
of the People: That this was a Method of Proceeding, by 
ich the Subject would be terrified from ever making an 
plication to Parliament, for being relieved againſt 
nevances they thought they had Reaſon to complain of ; 
& no Man would ever apply to Parliament for Relief, if 
be could have the leaſt Suſpicion that his Caſe might be 
adered more intolerable by ſuch Application.” 

To this it was anſwer'd by Sir Robert Walpole, Sir Sir R. Walpole, | 
unge Oxenden, and Sir William Yonge, That the fre- Sir W. Yonge 
went Practice of Smuggling was the Grievance which the 
etitioners chiefly complained of; therefore any effectual 
lethod for preventing that Grievance, was a proper Conſe- 
wence of ſuch a Petition: That the Duties complained of, 
ne engaged for the Payment of old Debts, or for the 
Jupport of the Government, and could not therefore be 
pwered, without replacing them by eſtabliſhing ſome new 
and, which could not then be done: And that none of the 
ealties to be inflited by that Bill, could be any Hardſhip 
pon fair Traders, but only upon Smugglers, and the more 
faculties they were expoſed to, the better it would be for 
be fair Trader.” | 

Then ſome Members objected to a Clauſe in the Bill, by 
lich it was enacted, That any Ship, not exceeding the 
Barthen of 100 Tons, ſhall be forfeited, if ſhe take in 
from another Veſſel at Sea, within four Leagues of the 
britſh Coaſts, any Foreign Goods, Wares, or Merchan- 
daes, without Payment of the Cuſtoms, unleſs in caſe of 
parent Neceſſity :* And to another Clauſe by which it 

enacted, * That all Goods found concealed in any Ship 
or Veſſel, at any Time after the Maſter thereof ſhall have 
made his Report at the Cuſtom-houſe, and which ſhall not 
te comprized or mentioned in the ſaid Report, ſhall be 
forfeited.” With regard to the firſt Clauſe, it was ſaid, 
That it would be a moſt terrible Hardſhip upon the Owners 
y Ship, to make them forfeit their Ship, only be- 
we of the Captain's, or perhaps ſome of the Sailors, 

g a Pound of Tea, or an Anchor of Brandy, Rum, 


arnck, from on board another Ship they accidentally 
| met 


—n 
* 
AY 


n 60 be takes; not 20 fue K 


no Fortunes of their own, and therefore could not 


of an honeſt caw&fal „and an e r 


forfeited before it was poſfible for him to hear of wei 


Forfute, 


Forfefture, tho" they neither were, nor cad be 
505 of, or ſo much as privy to, te Crime e 
ure was inflicted : Thar the e 

the greater, becauſe it would be impoſſible _ 
aint it; for every one knew, that, for the moſt 
— Merchant Ships was given to Petfons 


fuch as were really 


_ 
Part, 
who 


good to the Owners the Damage they might 1 
rfeiture of their Ship : That the Owners of 8 
looked for any more in a Maſter but the | O% 


» rr a TD ww .I_.49 © = tt oo = wa. 


Caſe, neither of theſe Qualities could be 4 rasa 
Owners, becauſe their Ship: might . 
the Knavery, aps by the Treachery, of 
Sailor on A any Fault in the Maler: 
the Eſtates veſted in Shipping were already liable to ſo is 
Penalties and Forfeitures by our Cuſtom-houſe Laws, 
were fubject to ſo many Dangers from other Accidents; 
the Employing of any Eſtate in that Way was in itdf 
ſo little Advantage to the Owner, that entlems 
had already withdrawn their Fortunes from that Branch 
Trade: That if that Clauſe ſhould paſs into a Law, 10 M 
who had a Regard to his Family, would employ or cond 
any Part of his Eftate in that Branch ; which would & 
tainly be a great Diſadvantage to our Shipping. and 2 ot 
Diſcouragement to our Seamen. 
As to the other Clauſe it was alledg'd; That a a Mertli 
might thereby forfeit a valuable Parcel of Goods, * 
meer Negligence or Forgetfulneſs of the Maſter of 8 
whom he had never known or entruſted ; and that with 
its being poſſible for him, by the utmoſt Care and Dilipev 
to prevent ſuch a Forfeiture ; becauſe the Goods might 


— 2 2+ 


rival of the Ship, or to know that he had ſuch a Peel 
Goods on board ſuch a Ship; for the Maſter always 

his Report immediately upon his Arrival, arid before 
had Time or Opportunity to rummage his Ship, or to 
to any of the Merchants to come and take care 
Goods ; and as Mafters are generally in a great Hur 
their ſetting out, when ſmall Parcels of fine Goods e 
ally ſent on board, a Maſter might very probably ory 
mention ſome of them- in his Report, which by 5 JAG 
would occafion a Forfeiture, ſuch Goods being always 
ed in Places that would be called concealed ; heren! 


jefted to ſo 


it was im 


ang under-ſold by Forei | 
Nannen or . the Advocates for the Bill, ee” 
That all theſe Hardſhips and Dangers might eafily be pre- '"1.: [46 
xented by the Care of Maſters of Ships: That Owners or _. 
Merchants who intruſted their Ships or Goods to idle care- 44 
„ Men, were certainly in ſome Fault, and therefore de- 8 
ned to ſuffer if therg were no Neceſſity for making them Te 
hana 6s 4, — ore GE En | | 
lately neceſſary to lay Part of the upon - © 2 Y 
ey Ret Rr TITS 1 
he Maſters imployed by them were often ſo poor, that it 74 
w impoſſible to recover any Penalties from them. That of 
th reſpect to the Forfeiture of Ships, as the Clauſe was 
ended, and confined to Ships not exceeding 100 Tons, 
could not much regard any Branch of our foreign Trade, 
would chiefly regard our Coaſting Veſſels, and our Hol- 
nd and French trading Sloops, many of which, they were 
rad, were chiefly imployed in Smuggling. That they 
wald be ſorry if any Perſon ſuffered thro a meer Overſight; 
tif they gave by Law too great, or, indeed, any Indul- 
peace to Overſights, fraudulent would always be 
maxed under pretended Overſights, and therefore it was 
cellary to make the Law ſevere, tho' in the Execution of 
ut Law, ſome Indulgence 


4994 


collecting them might probably ſubj | 
Inconveniencies, and to ſome Expence ; but there was 
Country in the World where their Trade was free from 
atoms and Duties : That they believed the Merchants of 
Kingdom were ſubjected to no greater Inconvenience or 
Fence on that Account, than the Merchants of our neigh- 
ang Countries; ſo that if Foreigners under-ſol us in 
aarxet, ſome other Reaſon was to be afligned for their 
You. IV. *Gg ſo 
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The Bill | 
— 2 
3 mitted. 


© Yorkſhire 


Debate on a Bill 
for explaining the 
Bribery Act. 


of Proſecution within that Time, unleſs the ſame bec 


ſecution within the two Years. 


un. fo doing, and when that Reaſon was afligned,” if it wa 
—— fible: to remove it, they would * in any Meaſdre t 
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could ' be propoſed for that P e 
This Debate being over, Bill was committed ty 
Committee of the whole Houſe. Ret TO 
The fame Day the Houſe reſum'd the  Confideratior 
the conteſted Election for the County of York, and 
the Counſel for the fitting Member were heard, "who 
ledged that they would ſoon ſhew, that moſt of the Ohie 
tions made to their Voters were either falſe or friydlom x 
that they would effectually diſqualify a much greater N 
ber of the Voters for Sir Rowland Winn, the Petitions 
than he, or the other Petitioners had pretended to di 
lify of theirs, the Matter was adjourn'd to che 1th, 
which Day no Notice being taken of the Affair it was int 
ly dropt. ' 1008 <f 
May 11. A Motion was made by Mr Henry Arthor Hi 
bert, for Leave to bring in a Bill, to explain and amend 
much of an Act made in the ſecond Year of his preſent 
jeſty's Reign, intitled, An Act for the more effefual prev 
ing Bribery and Corruption in the Election of Memberi 
ſerve in Parliament, as relates to the commencing and caryi 
on of Proſecutions grounded upon the faid Act; which 
accordingly granted, and the faid Mr Herbert, Mr Rick 
Lloyd, Mr Knight and Mr More, were ordered to prepare 
bring in the ſame: Accordingly a Bill for that Pun 
= th to the Houſe the ſame Day, and read 
ime. * WL 
The Reaſon aff: for bringing in this was, 
by a Clauſe in ry ries Act 1 by enacted, wr Bed | 
© ſon ſhall be made liable to any Incapacity or Penalty 
© the ſaid AR impoſed, unleſs Proſecution be comment 
within two Years after the Crime committed, nor in 


© ried on without wilful Delay: But this Limitation 
not ſufficiently full and explicit, becauſe the ſuing ont of 
Original was a Commencement of a Proſecution, wi 
might be done without letting the Party proſecuted u 
that any ſuch Proſecution was commenced; and the 14 
tation being ſaved by the ſuing out an Original in ths] 
vate Manner, Proſecutions upon that AR might be px 
ing privately againſt Men for many Years after the ſpp 
Offence, which would be of the moſt dangerous V 
quence, and therefore it was neceſſary to bring in 2 
Bill for explaining and amending that Clauſe, fſoas tom 
it neceſſary to give the Party proſecuted Notice of the 
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65 


rank them at his own Conveniency, he would be intirely 
appointed, and loſe the whole Expence he had been at; 
cauſe the two Years would very probably be expired be- 
me he could hear of this Act, and then it would by this 
Act be paſt the Time for ſerving even thoſe very Ori- 
mls, which he had regularly ſued out in the Terms of the 
mer Act; therefore he hoped the Committee would a- 


ding an Injury to any Gentleman who had been guilty of 
| wilful Delay or Omiſſion, as the Law then ſtood ; for 
ws very probable that a great Number of Originals had 
en ſued out, but not ſerved or proſecuted, becauſe the Pro- 
cutors would in common Prudence wait till a few Caſes of 
ſame Nature had been determined, in order that they 
pht from thence learn how to 1 | 


That whatever Lawyers might mean by a Proſeeution 
mmenced, the Meaning of the Legiſhture when that Law 
led, certainly was; That no Proſecution ſhould be under- 
od to be commenced, unleſs the Perſon proſecuted had 
Race of it, within the Time limited, by an Arreſt, Sum- 
ns, or ſome other | 
ang of the Legiſlature, they believed moſt Gentlemen 
taken it in that Senſe, for they had never heard of any 
Aecutions commenced in the other Manner, nor could any 
ateman in that Houſe give an Inſtance where a Proſecu- 
lad ſued out a Number of Originals without ſummon- 
| Or arreſting the Perſons againſt whom they were ſued 
; from whence it was to be preſumed, that if there were 
lach Inſtances, they were ſo rare as not to delerve the 
Mice of that Houſe,” 
Then the Bill was agreed to without any Amendment, and 


| Uppoſition 
*Gg 2 May 


the ſecond Reading of this Bill the next Day, Sir Ne 
ew Cotton, took Notice; That upon a ſerious At- 
«tion to that Bill, he was not at all ſurprized to ſee it 8 J. N. 
wacht in ſo late in the Seſſion, and paſſed in ſuch a Hur- "i 
1; for as it was drawn up with a Retroſpect, it was really 
2 AR of Indemnity for almoſt all the Bribery and Corrup- 
on Men inight have been guilty of at the laſt general Elec- 
ons for Members of Parliament, and might very probably 
n Injury to ſeveral private Men; who had already done all 
ut was made neceſſary by that Act for intitling themſelves to 
on Proſecutions againſt Offenders ; for as the two- Years 
x the former Election were then juſt expiring, if a Gen- 
man had juſt ſued out forty Originals againit forty diffe- 
it Offenders, and had thereby inticled himſelf to proceed 


ad the Bill, ſo as to prevent its having a Retroſpect, or 


To this it was anſwered by Mr Lloyd and Mr More: Mr 


Mir Mare: 


Method ; and as this was the 


* 


1 


brad a third Time on the 14th of May, paſſed with- 2 
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3 neee 
ne en. May 14. The Bill againſt Smuggling as wand 
Wenn un ſame was oppoſed by ſome Members ; but the Cue k 
n ud ing put, it was reſolved in the Affirmative by 80 
bs , Ent upto the and ® Mr Willes was ordered to carry the Hill to * i 
Deb en an A. And defire their Concurrence. 1415) + ay A 
deln May 20. The ſaid Bill was returned to the Houſe of C 
mons, when they took into Conſideration an Amend * 
made by the Lords; and the ſaid Amendment W =: 
read, Mr Speaker acquainted the Houſe, That w Wa 
4 . Thing occurred which might any Way look like an Incroze the 
3 ment upon the Privileges of that Houſe, he thought it x 
8 his Duty to lay the Caſe impartially before them, and the | 
N to leave the Houſe to do in it as they ſhould think fir: 100 
$ in all Bills by which any Tax or Duty was to be pe & 
upon the Subject, it was the undoubted Privilege of f 
Houſe, and they had always inſtſted upon it, that the od 
Houſe ſhould not make any the leaſt = @iT 
E | ſach Bill; but were in all ſuch Caſes either to paſs the l « 
= without any Amendment, or to reject it if they thought ii 
| ; That as the Taxes and Duties granted by that Houſe, cox 6 
Y not be raiſed or collected without preſcribing " UW 
_—_— eſfectual Methods for that Purpoſe, therefore in all bil a 
Kd impoſing any Tax or Duty upon the Subject, certain M d 
thods had been preſcribed for effactually raifing that Tu © Þ 
Duty; and if the Methods preſcribed ſhould afteryars| of 
Experience be found ineffectual, new Methods had «P 
been contrived, and proper Bills paſſed for iſhing tho © C 
new Methods ; which laſt Sort of Bills had y be 
looked on as Appendixes to the firſt Bill by which the Tax 4 
= Duty was granted; therefore ſuch Bills were looked , n 
JE - as Bills of the ſame Nature with the firſt, and confequen de 
that Houſe had generally inſiſted upon it, that the only 2: 
Houſe could not make any Amendment to this laſt Sort UW o 
Bills, no more than they could have done to the N © fo. 
which the Tax or Duty was granted: That as the Bill U be 
before them was for enforcing the Laws made for ſecun | 
the Revenues of Cuſtoms and Exciſe, it was 1 a 
conſidered as an Appendix to the Laws by which thole wn 80 
venues were originally eſtabliſhed ; and as the other HH e 
had made an Amendment to it, he did not know but f © 
making an Amendment to ſuch a Bill, might be looked , 0 
as ſome ſort of Incroachment upon the Privileges of , ©! 
Houſe ; for which Reaſon he thought it his Duty to ny ben. 
the Caſe to them, before they proceeded to take the Aman Hu 
ment into their Conſideration. That he had ſearchel . * 
Attorney General, * Tin 


. 


t 

[ed i the Abirmative ; and Mr Willes 
to carry the Bill to the Lords, and acquaint 
the Houſe had agreed to the Amendment. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
« FT\HE Diſpatch you have given to the Publick Buſi- 
4 neſs, and the advanced Seaſon of the Year, make 
it proper to put an End to this Seſſion of Parliament, 

« I acquainted you, at your firſt Meeting, that Prelimi- 
gary Articles had been concluded between the Emperor 
and the mol} Chriſtian King; fince which Time, a far- 
* ther Convention, concerning the Execution of them, hath 
been made, and communicated to Me, by both thoſe 
Courts, and Negociations are carrying on, by the ſeveral 
„powers engaged in the late War, in order to ſettle the 
„General Pacification. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, p 

« I return you my Thanks for the Proviſions you have 
* made for the Service of the current Year ; you can never 
" better recommend yourſelves to my Eſteem, and to the 
good Opinion of thoſe you repreſent, than by raiſing the 
* dupplies neceſſary for the Support of my Government, and 
* for the Service of the Publick, in a Manner the moſt ef- 
* feftual, and the leaſt burthenſome to my People. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

* It is a great Concern to Me, to ſee ſuch Seeds of Diſſen- 
tion ſown among my good People, as, if not timely pre- 
" vented, may prove very prejudicial to the Peace and Quiet 
of my Kingdoms; it is my Deſire, and ſhall be my Care, 
to preſerve the preſent Conſtitution in Church and State, 
a by Law eſtabliſhed, perfect and entire, and not to coun- 
 tenance any Attempts to the Prejudice of either. Good 
I Harmony, and mutual Affection, among all the Proteſtants 
b of this Nation, have been the great Security of the pre- 
* ſent happy Eltabliſhment, from the Revolution to this 
. Time; by this united Strength they will be able 10 rei 
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nine N 
Anno h. Geo. 1. © the ſecret and open Attempts of its chmja/t Baekile | 
& but divided, they may become a Prey to them. My Pro- 
45 * teCtion ſhall be impartially diſpenſed to all m See © 
the full Enjoyment of their Religious and Civil Rights; ly 
nes « jt be your Care, by your Conduct, in your ſeveral Fut 
« ons, to make my Endeavours for your common Happ 

„ neſs effectual. | a an 

=o My Lords and Gentlemen, hed, 2 
: It being neceſſary for Me to viſit my in 
«* Germany again this Year, I have reſolved to appoint the 
Queen Regent here, during my Abſence. - The 
«* ence you have already had of Her juſt and prudent Ad. 
« miniſtration, will, I doubt not; engage you all, to*make 
| « the Weight of the Publick Affairs as eafy to Her, as Her 
* «« wiſe Conduct will render the Government agreeable 9 
| „you; and this I recommend to you in a particular Mau- 


ner. | ru 
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Ne enen Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Comiand 
3 prorogued the Parliament to the 29th of July : They vent 
afterwards farther prorogued to the iſt of February. 
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' SPEECHES 


'NUTES, Cc. of the TH IRD SES 
$10 N, by way of IntroduQtion fo, and Il- 
luſtration of, the DEBATTE Ss, which 
fallow, to the End of the ſaid Scion. 


\ Series of the Proceedings of the Committee on the 
Supply and Ways and Means. 


HE Houſe having reſolved, on Feb. 2. that they would 
next Morning take into Conſideration the Speech of 
e Lords Commilſlioners, appointed by his Majeſty for 
ding that Parliament, to both Houſes of Parliament, they 
ccordingly proceeded next Day to take the ſaid Speech into 
{ideration ; and the ſame being again read by Mr, Speak- 
xr, Motion was made, That a Supply ſhould be granted to 
lis Majeſty ; whereupon 'twas reſolved, that the Houſe 
wald the next Morning reſolve itſeif into a Committee of 
ge whole Houſe, to conſider of the ſaid Motion. 
Thus the Committee of Supply was eſtabliſhed in the uſual 
Form, and as that Committee is in every Seſſion one of the 
nel Committees, we ſhall give the Hiſtory of it during laſt 
&fion, before we give an Account of any of the Debates that 
kappened in it; in order that our Readers may have at once, 
d as it were at one View, all the Reſolutions agreed to in 
e ſame, | | 
On the 4th, the Order of the Day being read, for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into the faid Committee, the ſaid 
dpcech of the Lords Commiſſioners was ordered to be refer- 
ed to the ſame; and the Houſe having then reſolved itſelt 
ito the ſaid Committee, they reſolved, That it was the Opi- 
lon of that Committee, that a Supply ſhould be granted to his 
Majeſty ; which was on the Monday following reported and 
reed to by the Houſe Nemine Contradicente. 
On the 9th, the Houſe, according to Order, reſolved itſelf 
gun into the ſaid Committee, and came to the following 
qa which were reported, and all agreed to by the 
uſe, viz. | 
That ten thouſand Men ſhould be employed for the Sea- 
Kvice for the Year 1737, beginning from Jan."1. 1736: 
That 


[Ed 


* 
em a KS 
: - l 1 * 5 : — 
9 - 4 : = | -4 N ag 
* bs , Wu . . — q 
1 7 « == 


That a Sum, not exceeding 4. per Man per Mon, © 
be allowed for 3 e a 10 x "Is, 
Months, including the Ordnance for Sea-Service : And 
a Sum, not exceeding 219.2017. 67. 54. ſhould be granted 
his Majeſty for the Ordinary of the Navy (ingluding 
pay to Sea Officers) for the Year 1737. | 
On the 18th, the ſaid 3 the follow 
Reſolutions, which were reported, and all agreed to by a} 
Houſe; viz. That the 2 of effective Ang to 4 _ 
vided for Guards and Garriſons in Great Britain, and f 
Guernſey. and Jerſey, for the Year 1737, ſhould, he (inc); 
ding 1815 Invalids, and 555 Men, which the fix index 
dent Companies conſiſt of for the Service of the Highland 
17,704 Men, Commiſſion and Non-commiſlion Officer i 
cluded: That a Sum not exceeding 647,549, 113; yd 
ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the Cham 
of the ſaid 17,704 Men: That a Sum not exceeding 21g,71g 
6s. 54. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty for maintaining hi 
Majeſty's Forces and Garriſons in the Plantations, Minore 
and Gibraltar, and for Proviſions for the Garxiſons at An 
polis Royal, Canſo, Placentia, and Gibraltar, for the Ye 
1737. See page 239. Se | 4 
(Page 341.) On the 28th, the ſaid Committee came to th 
following Reſolutions. which were reported, and all agreed 
by the Houſe, viz. That a Sum, not exceeding 79,723/. 6 
3d. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for the Charge ofth 
Office of Ordnance for Land Service, for the Year 17 
That a Sum not exceeding 604/. 197. 2d. ſhould be grant 
to his Majeſty, for defraying the extraordinary Expencec 
the Office of Ordnance for Land Service, and not provided 
for by Parliament: That a Sum, not exceeding 62,401/. y 
64. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, to make good the De 
ficiency of the Grants, for the Service of the Year [736 
That a Sum, not exceeding 10,043/. 3s. 104. ſhould be grant 
ed to his Majeſty, to replace, to the Sinking Fund, the li 
Sum paid out of the ſame, to make good the Deficiency 
the additional Stamp Duties at Chriſtmas, 1735, purſuanti 
a Clauſe in an Act of Parliament paſſed in the 4th Year of hi 
Majeſty's Reign, for raiſing 1,200,000/, by Annuities and 
Lottery for the Service of the Year 1731 : That a Sum, 0 
exceeding 42,1877. 10s. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, « 
Account of the Subſidy payable to the King of Denmark, pu 
ſuant to the Treaty bearing Date, Sept. 19, 1734, for 
Quarters of a Year, to Sept. 19, 1737. 
On March 4, the ſaid Committee came to the follow 
Reſolutions, which were reported, and all agreed to by t 
_ Houſe, viz, That a Sum, not exceeding 21,7074, * 
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. be granted to, his Mujeſty 


7 


4 tener of Clitſea Hoſpital, for the Year 1733: That a 
| thay #, bot K 3 14s. 34. ſhould be granted to 
u ea, for defraying ſeveral extraordinary Services and 


ſipences, incurred in the Tears 1735 and 1736, and not 
orided for by Furliament: That a Sum, not exceeding 
10,0001. ſhould be granted to his Majefty upon Account, to- 
ws the Support of the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich. 
On the gth, the Honſe reſolv'd itſelf again into the faid 
mmittee, and made ſome. Progreſs ; and on the 1 1th, be- 


lotion, Which was ted, and agreed to by the Houſe, 
land . That the Sum of ore Miltion Ay be granted to his 
kjeſty, towards redeeming the like Sum of the increaſed 
* esalof the South Sea Company, as is now commonly 
iel Old South Sea Annuities. See page 341. 

78 On the 19th, the ſaid Committee came to the following 


caſe, viz. That a Sum, not exceeding 20,0007. ſhould be 
mated to his Majeſty, towards ſettling and ſecuring the Co- 
day of Georgia in America: That a Sum, not exceeding 
30,000), ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, to be applied to- 

ls the Maintenance of the Britiſh Forts and Settlements 
longing to the Royal African Company of England, on the 


b # alt of Africa: That the Sum of $0007. ſhould be granted 

" bis Majeſty, towards repairing and finiſhing the Colle- 
777 ate Church of St. Peter's Weſtminſter: That a Sum, not 
u eding 44,6850. 25. 6d. ſhall be granted to his Majeſty, 
wid won Account, for reduced Officers of his Majeſty's Land 


orees and Marines, for the Year 1737: That a Sum, not 
he He nceeding 3945 L ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for pay- 
| be of Penſions to the Widows of ſach reduced Officers of 
s Majeſty's Land Forces and Marines, as died upon the Eſta« 
he 10 liment of Half. Pay in Great-Britain, and who were mar- 
| io them before Dec. 25, 17 6, for the Year 1737: That 
ny an. not exceeding 50, Doo“. ſhould be granted to his Ma- 
Y, towards the Rebuilding and Repairing the Ships of the 
Soak Mal Navy, for the Year 1737. | | 
This was the laſt Time of the ſaid Comtnittee's Sitting, 


al Sum granted by this laſt Seffion of Parliament amounts 
225,172“. 25, 9d. beſides the Million granted for re- 
ming ſo much of the South- Sea Capital. 
As ſoon as the Houſe had agreed to the three Reſolu · 
os of the Committee of the Supply, firſt above-mentioned, 
ang to the Seamen/and Nayy, which was on Thurſday, 
©. 10, they reſolved, that they would next Morning reſolve 
nlelves into a Committee of the whole Houſe, | ms” 
wr © 


pon Actount; for Out- 


ag again in the ſaid Committee, they eame to the following 5 


o utions, which were reported, and all agreed to by the 


dd by the above-mentioned Reſolutions it appears, that the 


— 


— <4 


V 


of Ways and Means for raiſing th | 
Majeſty ; and accordingly, next Day th | 
ſelf into the {aid Committee, in Which they reſolved 
it was their Opinion, that towards the Supply graiteds 
Majeſty, the Duties on Malt, Mum, Cyder and Ne whis 
by an Act of Parliament of the-gth Year 0 bis Maze 
Reign, had Continmnce to June 24, 1737, be ſun 
continued, and charged upon Malt which ſhould de ras 
and all Mum which ſhould be made or imported, au alt 
der and Perry which ſhould be made for Sale, Within 
Kingdom of Great Britain, from June 23, 1747, to June 
1738. Which Reſolution was, according to 1 
to the Houſe the next Day, and agreed to 
The {aid Committee was by Order continued'from Time 
Time, without fitting, till Monday March 24, When 
Houte reſolved it elf again into this Committee, And eam 
the following Reſolution, which was reported and 
by the tlouſe, viz, That towards raiſing the Supply'grand 
to his Majeny, the Sym.of 25. in the Pound; and 30 10 
ſhould be rained in the Year 1737, upon Lands, Tenement 
Herednaments, Penſions, Offices, and perſonal Eſtates int 
Part of Great Britain called England, Wales, and the T« 
of Berwick upon Tweed; and that a proportional Cel, 
cordiug to the gth Article of the Treaty-of "Union, ſhos 
be laid upon that Part of Great Britain called Scotland. 
On the 18th, the ſaid Committee came to the follow 
Reſolutions, which were reported, and agreed. to byt 
Houſe, but with ſome Amendments to the third, as bei 
men ioned, viz. That the Duty of 36s. a Barrel on Smet 
(See page 480) granted by an Act of the 5th Year of her 
Majeſty Queen Anne, for the Term of 96 Vears, and in 
made p-rpetual, ſhould from and after June 24, 173%" 
and determine. That there ſhould be granted to his 
jeſty for every Barrel of Sweets made for Sale, from 
after June 24, 1737, the Sum of 125. the ſaid Duties to1 
paid by the Maker and Makers of the faid Sweets, 2d 
in Proportion of greater or leſſer Quantities, | That the ! 
lowance of 55. per Barrel on Britiſh made Gun-powder exp 
ed, granted by an AR of the 4th Year of his preſent 
jeſty's Reign which was to expire the End of that Seſhot 
Parliament, ſhould be further continued for ſeven Yeu 
That towards raiſing the Supply granted to his Majell 
Duty of 25. per Buſhel ſhould be laid upon all Apples, whic 
at any Times or Times, from and after June 24, i 737» ** 
be imported and brought into the Kingdom of Great Brita 
over and above all Cuſtoms, Subſidies and Duties before n 
poſed thereon, The Third Reſolution as amended 
greed to by the Hauſe was as foliows, viz. Thar the Alls 


bh F 


, d 


* 285 we,  * 
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+of 45. 64. per Barrel on Britiſh-made Gunpowder export- 

— by an Act of the àth Year of his preſent Majeſ- 

I Reign, which was to expire the End of t hat Seſſion of 
Ulament, ſhould be further continued for ſeven Veats. 

On the ſaid March 18, the Order of this Committee was 


ie Houſe reſolved itſelf again into the ſaid Committee, and 
ame to the OY Reſolutions, which were reported to 
te Houſe on the Monday following, and were as follow, 
u. That 'twas the Opinion of that Committee, that, towards 
fing the Supply granted to his Majelly, there ſhould be iſ- 
ed and applied the Sum of one Million out of ſuch Monies 
had ariſen, or ſhould or might ariſe of the Surpluſſes, Ex- 
elſes, or Over-plus Monies, commonly called the Sinking 
Fund, That, for the Encouragement of the Paper Manufac- 
tre of this Kingdom, there ſhould not be allowed any Draw- 
ack or Repayment of Cuſtoms charged upon foreign Paper, 
ybich ſhould be imported into Great Britain, upon the Ex- 
portation thereof. That, towards raifing the Supply granted 
v his Majeſty, a farther Duty of 9d. per Buſhel ſhould be laid 
pon all Oyſters im ported into Great Britain. Of theſe three 
Reſolutions the firſt and ſecond were agreed to by the Houle; 
hut the third was re-committed, 

On the 17th, the ſaid Committee came to the following 
Reſolutions, which were reported, and agreed to by the 
Houſe, viz, That the ſeveral Rates and Duties then payable 
pon foreign Oyſters imported into this Kingdom, ſhould 
from and after June 24, 1737, ceaſe and determine. That a 
Duty of 74. per Buſhel Strike-Meaſure of the Winchetter 
Corn-buſhel, ſhould be laid upon all foreign Oyſters imported 
— Kingdom, in lieu of all other Rates before impoſed 
thereon, | a 

This was the laſt Time of the ſaid Committee's Sitting, and 
from their Reſolutions it appears, that the Ways and Means 
propoſed for raiſing the Supply for the preſent Year, were (be- 
dies the Million granted out of the Sinking Fund) the Malt 
Taz, which is generally ſuppoſed to produce near 700, oool. 
LYear, and the Land-Tax, which, at 2s. in the Pound, pro: 
ices near a Million; and for making good the Deficiency, 
bis Majeſty was enabled to borrow any Sum or Sums of Mo- 
ey, upon the Credit of the Duties laid on Sweets, not ex- 


A Propoſal towards lowering the Intereſt of all the redeem- 
able National Debts to 3 per Cent. per Ann. and thereby 
to enable the Parliament to give immediate Eaſe to his 
Majeſty's Subject, by taking off ſome of the Taxes which 
we moſt burdenſome to the Poor, and eſpecially to the 
wv Tl Mianu- 


eatinued trom Time to Time, till Friday, May 6, when” 


erding 500, 0001, at an Intereſt of 3 per Cent per Annu, - 
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A Propoſal 
for lowering 
the Intereſt of 

the public 
| Debts. 


r 


wren Fr? RY: * 9 = FY 
"PE: "III 
„n 


 Magufatarers. | 
by leſſening the Angual a * VS 
. Year, via. | Wy AP 


H A T an Offer be made to theProgilagyl oft 
Sea Annuities, as well old as new, at ſuch N as of 
Trunsſer Books ſhall be ſhut, in the fallowig D 

That all Perſons be at Liberty to make 
the whole, or any part of their Capital, of one dt aiore of t 8 
Particulars under -· mentioned; for which Purpoſe, Boaks 
be laid open at the South-Sea Houſe, viz, * 

All who ellis to be = their Money, be epter th 
Names and Sums in one Book. 

Thoſe who ſhall chuſe to have Ankle for certain Tem 
of Years, and the Capital to be annihilated, may ſy ride 
particular Books for that Purpoſe, at the following Nutz 
For 47 Years, at 4 per Cent. per Ann. 31 Vein at; 
23 Years, at 6. 19 Years, at 7. 16 Years, at8. 13. Yea 
at 9. 12 Years, at 10. 

That the Proprietors of fo much of the Capital a as hall w 
be claim'd in Money, nor ſubſcribed into fome of the A 
ties for Terms of Years, fha]l, for the future, be entitle 
the Annuity of 3 per Cent. per Ann. only. 

And, for the Encouragement of the Annyitants to 
3 per Cent. per Ann. it is propoſed, That they be not u 
to Redemption or Diminution of their Annuities for 12 
of fourteen Vears. 

And that all the Annuities for Terms of Yen 
ferable at the South-Sea Houſe, without any Chargez 4 
as the Annuities, which ſhall be continued at 3 per Cent 

r Ann. 

And that all the Annuities for Terms of Tan 
from the Determination of the Annuities of 4 per 
out any loſs of Time. 

"Tis apprehended, that this Offer will be be 
the Proprietors, than the remaining in their preſent Situation 
and receiving a Million at a time, to be divided ajternal 
between the old and new Annuities, which muſt affect thea 
in a very high manner, as it tends generally to reduce the 

Capital, by continually laying out the Money wy 
Annuities at advanced Prices. 

If the Parliament ſhould be willing to indu} | 
not being Foreigners, who may be advanced in Fan. 
Annuities for Term of Life ; the following Rates 
mitted to the Conſideration of Gentlemen who wy 


their Thoughts to this SubjeR, viz. Perſons 44 Vean old a 
upward, 7 per Cent. for Life. 53 —— 8. 59 * 
63 
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Fenn —.8 
I theſe Rates for Livre, or any other Rates, ſhould be 
Lurkt convenient to be fre... 
eee 

itted to ſubicribe any t their Capital, 5 
Fin the Limitation of Years abgve ex . 
And that none of the Hropoſals foregoing, be made ſer 
mdy Money ; becauſe it is reaſonable, that the preſent Ce- 
Stors ſhould have the Preference in any advantageous Offer 
wade by the Parliament, as this is apprehended to be; fince 
EE 
o redeeming the ſame at Pleaſure, See the Debate 
a this Propoſal, page 382. BIN: 124 
March 21. His Majeſty went to the Houſe of Peers, and 
gre the Royal Aﬀent to (1 ) The Mutiny Bill. (2) To an act 
kr laying a Duty of Two-Pence Scots upon every Pint of 
ble or Beer vended within the Town of Dunbar, to be ap- 
js to the Uſe of the ſaid Town, for - Buildi 
ad Repairs, and to three private Bills. 
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* 


— 


> 


- 


* 


. 


? 


given to feve- 
ral Bills. 


* 


Term for repairing 

Worceſter, and for reducing the Toll on Sheep and Lambs 
h the ſaid Act. 5. For making more effectual two Act: | 
for repairing the Highways from Old Stratford in North- 

mptonſhire, to Dunchurch, Warwickſhire. 6. To raiſe 

ey to diſcharge the Debts incurred on account of Build- 

kg 2 Goal and Court Rooms, for the Uſe of the County of 

backs, 7. For continuing a Duty of Two-pepnjes Scots on 

wery Pint of Ale fold within the Town of Dumfreis, for 

kulding a Church and making a Harbour there; and for lay- 

by a Duty on the Tonnage of Shipping, &c. for the better 

rparing of the ſaid Harbour, 8. For making navigable 
Worlley-Brook, from Worſley- Mill in Lancaſhire, to the River 

Ivell in the ſaid County. And to 16 Private Bills. 

It is remarkable that in the Land-Tax Bill above-men- Clanſe ſlipt 
bond, a Clauſe was fraudulently flipp'd in to exempt the — 2 
Prince of Wales from paying the Sixpence in the Pound, call d 

Cnil-Liſt Money, which amounted to upwards of 1000“. 

And, the ſame Day the Bill was paſs'd, a Motion was made A Motion to 
for an Enquiry, by what Order or Authority his Royal enquire by 
Tobneſs the Prince of Wales was, by a Clauſe ir — 2 


April 22. His Majeſty went to the Houſe of Peers, and Royal Aﬀent 
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ſelf and Houſhold ; and it being a Pen Orin, 7 
Debate aroſe, whether the Pamper war ry moved 
por an Inſtruction for a Clauſe to abthoriſe ſuck Alteration: 

Orer-ruled by But another Mdtion being made, that the Order be Day 

Motion for be read, and the Queſtion being put on the laſt-gamed Ma 

the Order of MM mo the Taro, 281 rm 
the Day. tion (the Bill for reducing the Intereſt to 3 per Cent the 

8 Houſe divided, and carry'd it in the Affirmazwe, and read 
iſt Time, and ordered it a 2d Reading that Day Se unight. 

May 24. A Meſſage was ſent by his Majeſty, to defire 

the Commons to ſettle a Jointure of 50,0007: per Ann; o 

her Royal Highneis the Princeſs of Wales: A Bill was uni. 

moufly —_ a 3 | * 7 1 rn 
ur A this Seſſion were as follow, viz. March 7, The 

ny pl Malt K 21, The Mutiny Bill. That for * 

ral Acts. of Twopence Scotch on every Scotch Pint of Ale, brewed 

for Sale within the Town of Aberbrothock. And a Rad 
Bill.. | | | "AF. 

And May 20, The Land-Tax Bill. That for granting 
Two Millions for 1738, and paying the Bank a Million fo 
redeeming an Annuity of 40,000/. For explaining an A 
for Application of the Forfeited Eſlates of the late Earl d 
Derwentwater and Charles Radcliffe. An Act to empe 
the Court of Lord Mayor and Aldermen to ſet a Price on Se 
Coals for one Year. To enforce the Execution of the Gi 
Act. To ſecure the Payment of Rents, and prevent Frauds 
Tenants. To indemnify Perſons who have omitted to quali 
fy themſelves for Offices, read Prayers, and make the Dec 
rations and Subſcriptions required within the Times limited 
by Law, and for allowing further Time for thoſe Purpoſe 
For allowing further;Time for Enrolment of Deeds and Will 
made by Papiſts, and for Relief of Proteſtant Purc 
Deviſees and Leſſees. For Relief of ſuch Priſoners for Debt 
as have by unavoidable Accidents loſt the Benefit of the A 
paſſed the laſt Seſſion for the Relief of inſolvent Debtors 
and for the Indemnity of ſuch Sheriffs and Goalers as hart 
incurred any Penalties on account of ſuch Priſoners not being 
diſcharged ; and for extending the Benefit of the ſaid At 
Creditors, whoſe Debtors were committed to Priſon fioc 

. Jan. 1. 1730, and were detained there on Jan. 1. 1736, an 
have choſe to continue there. An AR to continue an AR tar 
the better Regulation of Laſtage and Ballaſtage on the Rive 
Thames. For building a Bridge croſs. the Thames from t 
Woolſtaple, Weſtminſter, to the oppoſite. Shore. For bete 
regulating the Manufacture of Narrow Woollen-Cloaths 

the Weſt. Riding of Yorkſhire. For repairing the Haben 
of Dover, and reſtoring that of Rye. For recovering audi 
x cur 
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ring the Harbour of Mine I, Soinerſetſhire.* For wiak- 


be« Dock or Baſon at Liverpool. To two Acts for da-. Ne. 


building the Pariſh Church of All-Saints in the City r 
Worcelter. Foy finiſhing the Church of $6 Mary Noche 
hich, and purchaſing an additional Burial-Ground. For re- * 
wilding the Pariſh. Church of Chriſt- Church, Surry. o 
continue the Duty of Two Pennies Scots on each Pint of Beer 
4 Ale {old in the Town of Inverneſs in Scotland. To veſt 
the Eltate of Hugh Naſh, Eſq; (late eſcaped out of the Fleet) 
in Truſtees for the Benefit of his Creditors. For the more 
efeual fecuring the Payment of certain Sams of Money, 
lireted by an Act of Queen Elizabeth, to be paid by the 
Trezſarers of the Counties of England and Wales, for the Re- 
lief of the Priſoners in the King's-Bench and Marſhalſea. 
For puniſhing ſuch as ſhall injure any in their Perſons or Pro- 
perties, with intent to hinder the Exportation of Corn. An 
AA to explain an Act for rebuilding St. Leonard's Church, 
Shoreditch. To continue two Acts for encouraging the 
Growth of Coffee, and ſecuring the Trade of the Sugar-Co- 
hies in America. For enlightening the Streets, &c. in the 
Pariſh of Chriſt- Church, Middleſex. To amend an Act for 
preventing Inconveniencies that may happen by Privilege of 
Parliament. To ſecure the Eſtates of Papiſts turning Pro- 
tellants z gainſt Diſabilities, and for the more effectual veſting 
inthe two Univerſities the Preſentations of Benefices belong - 
ing to P.-piils, To 6 Road Acts, and to 27 private Bills. 

And for the Hiſtory of the Supply, &c. it is thus ſumm d 
wp ic the following Speech, made by the Speaker to the 
Ihrone, the laſt Day of the Seſſion. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign. | — 


OUR Majelly's moſt dut ful and loyal Subjects, the Speaker's | 
Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, Speech at the 
'z1erd your Majeſty with ſeveral Bills, and with one among doſe of the 
' the reſt for your Royal Aſſent concerning the Supplies —_— e 
grented for the public Service of the Year, allowing Three "7 0: 
M.lions Seven Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Pounds, for 
"tae Maintenance of your Fleets, Armies, and diſchargirg 
„ Michon of the National Debt, and other Purpoſes. 
* Your Commons at ficſt made Proviſion but for 10,000 
Semen, they being ſufficient for the common Service; 
bur having fince been called on, by the Suff-rings and Griev - 
"ances of your \1zjeſty's Subjects, to ſtrengthen your Hands, 
' to defend your Rights, and do them Juſtice againſt the law- 
* leſs Power of the Spaniſh Nation in the Seas of America; 
' vere your Majeſty's Subjects have, by Nature, and un re- 
© ſtrained 


af ermin Fens in Lincolaſhire, nod th Iſle ef, Foro 


© Theſe (; =ANETER deſerved the coli of ye 
1 Commons; and theſe Outrages (if continued) will del 
your Reſentment. To their P:under they nuve allded] 
t ſalts; and to their Inſults, Cruelties : Inſults the more 6 
« fibly felt, as they come from a People whole Power we 
© ways deemed inferjor ; and whole Strength we ever f 
© dued when tried. With theſe Sentiments your Comme 
« applied to the Father of their Country for Redrek; 
© received ſuch an Anſwer as the Father of their Count 
< ſhould give; for which your faithful Commons make the 
© grateful and dutiful Acknowledgments. Their Applicai 
© on this Occaſion was on behalf of their Trade, which ut 
© Life and Spirit of this Nation; reſting" perſuaded, tha 
our r you will be able to obtain Juſtice for; 
15 njuries, as well as further Security of your trading Subjet 
© fot the Sake of the Dignity of your Majeſty's Imper 
c Crown, and the Honour of the Britiſh Nation ; which 
© are ſenſible never were, nor ever can be, more ſecure 
© under your Majeſty's Royal Protection; 

« Since your Majeſty's Paternal Care has preſerved d 
© Nation _ many Difficulties from the Calamitie 
© War, and every good Man hopes you will be able tou 
; compliſh the great Work before you, without it 3 yet ift 

Loc be ſo, — no Satis ſaction for our Loſſes ard Suffenn 

© can be had, nor Security for the future, nor the Credit 

© the Britiſh Nation ſupported but by Force of rms; 

© not one Man in the Nation, whoſe Heart and Hand we 

© not be willing to ſupport your Majeſty therein, as f 
faithful Commons are willing and ready to do. 

To theſe neceſſary Ends, they deſire your Majeſty's Rt 
Acceptance of the Supplies which they have granted 
© that Purpoſe ; which, with ſeveral other Bills upon! 
© Table, are ready for the Royal Aſſent, and are for the! 

© nefit of the Public ; particularly that which ! 
© Privilege of Parliament; a Work begun before, but 

© compleat; and which will put an End to a Practice 
6 * to the Reproach and Diſhonour of Parliament. 


DURING 


he Third Seſſion of the Eighth 


Parliament of Great Britain. 


February 1, 1737-8. 
HE Parliament which was prorogued to this 4 10. Gao: 


red d 

ities Day from Friday Fan. 21. (which was the Day II. 1526.7. 
e to of their firſt Meeting) and being met —_— 4 
t if t a Meflage was brought by Sir Charles Dalton, 

Feri ntleman Uſher of the Black-Road from the Lords 


thoriſed by his Majeſty's Commiſſion, deſiring the im- 

diate Attendance of this Honourable Houſe, in the 

uſe of Peers, to hear the Commiſſion read; and Mr. 

ater, with the Houſe, going into the Houſe of Peers, 

Lord Chancellor fitting with ſeveral other Lords . 

a Form, between the Throne and the Wool-ſacks, : 
I tothe Effect following, 


Lordi and Gentlemen, . 


E are commanded by his Majeſty to let you 
know, that as it is not convenient for his Ma- 
ol. IV. F f ; « jeſty » 


Viz. Prince of Wales; Lord Chancellor, Lord Preſi- 
it, Lord Steward, Lord Chamberlain, Duke of Argyle, 
* f Richmond, Earl of Pembroke, Earl of Scar- 
dug, Earl of Ilay. IS 


rns 10. Geo. 


I. 1736-7. 


Powers of Europe, will remove all Dangers 


„„ 
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4, jeſty to be here this Day in bis Reyaf Perſeßh J 1s 
«« been pleaſed by Letter- patent under the 2 c 
«. Authoriſe his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, ww 


4 * 
. 7 


« ſeveral Lords therein mentioned, to do every thing f 
e the Name of his Majeſty, which ought to be done @ 
«« the Part of his Majeſty in this Parliament, ag may mg 
fully appear by the Letter · patent. Cy, 
The Letter-patent being read, my Lord Chancellor they 
as one of the Commiſſiongrs, read the following Speech 


both Houſes: ; * 
15 Lords and Gentlemen, = 


IN Purſuance of the Authority given us by His M 
I jeſty's Commiſſion, under the great Seal, mon 
other Things, to declare the Cauſes of bis halging thi 
Parliament, we are, by His Majeſty's Command, in 
© firſt Place, to obſerve to you, That His Majeſty acquii 
© ed you laſt Year, that he had, in Conjunction with 
States General, given His App obation of certain Pre 
* minaxy Articles, concerted and agreed PAN between t 
Emperor and France, for reſtaring the Peage . 
and that a further Convention, concerning the Executc 
© of them, had been communicated to Him by both the 
Courts; and that Negotiations Werg caxry ing on by tl 
© ſeveral Powers engaged in the late War, in order to f 
„ tle the general 22 I * 
We are now commanded by His Majeſty to ink 
© you, that the reſpective Acts of Ceſſion being exchange 
and Orders given for the Evacuation and Poſſeſſa 
© the ſeveral Countries and Places, by the Powers ce 
« cerned, according to the Allatment and Diſpoſition 
the Preliminary Articles, the great Work of re-eſtabli 
ing the general Tranquility is far advanced; hover 
« it is His Majeſty's Opinion, that common Prudence 2 
upon us to be very attentive to, and obferye the # 
Coneluſion of this new Settlement of fuch-confidera 
Parts of Earope. It is to be hoped, that a genen f 
ing Tranquillity will follow this Reſtitution of Fat 
« and that the Renewal of Friendſhip and Alliances, 
the Preſervation of it, among the ſeveral Princes 


« prehenſions of any new Troubles and Diſorders ; bk 
« Majeſty apprehends, that an indolent Security, avd t 
great a Diſregard to fature Events, may occanen, 
chiefs more eaſy to be prevented, than. ta be teme 
and that it would be very unadviſeable to leave cut! 


- 


* 


| * 


(ay 


of! | | 
Gentlemen of the Houye of Cormone, 
« His Majeſty has ordered the proper Officers to lay 
tefore you the Eſlimates for the Service of the cur- 
rent Year ; as ſoon as the Circumſtances of the Times 
would permit, His Majeſty was pleaſed. to make ſuch a 
geduction of ſome Part of the Public Expences for the 
Eaſe of his People, as was conſiſtent with the Peage and 
Gfety of his Kingdoms, the Security of our Commerce 
and the Honour and Intereſt of the Nation.“ | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
His Majeſty has been graciouſly pleaſed to direct us 
to acquaint you, that He hath ſeen with the greateſt 


in framing good Laws for advancing the Proſperity, and 
ſecuring the Welfare of His loving Subjects; and that it 
hath been one of His Majeſty's principal Cares to en- 
force them by a due Execution, with the ſtricteſt Regard 
to the Rights and Properties of his People, no Invaſion 
whereof can with any Colour be ſuggeſted by the moſt 


this hath been our Condition, His Majeſty cannot but 
obſerve, that it muſt be matter of the utmoſt Surpriſe 


the many Contrivances and Attempts carried on in various 
Shapes, and in different Parts of the Nation, tumultuouſly 
to reſiſt and obſtruR the Execution of the Laws, and to 
nolate the Peace of the Kingdom. Theſe Diſturbers of 
the public Repoſe, conſcious that the Intereſt of His Ma- 
fly and His People are the ſame, and of the good Har- 
nony, which happily ſubſiſts between Him and His Par- 
lament, have levelled their Sedition againſt both ; and in 
tdeir late Outrages have either directly oppoſed, or at 
alt endeavoured to render ineffeftual ſome Acts of the 
whole Legiſlature. His Majeny in His great Wiſdom - 
thinks it affords a melarcholy Proſpe& to conſidet to 
vat Height theſe audacious Practices may riſe, if not 
timely ſuppreſſed, and that it deſerves no {mall Attention, 
dat they may go on to affect private Perſons in the quiet 
Enjoyinent of their Property, as well as the general 
Feace, and good Order of the whole. His Majeſty ap- 
Piehends it (o be unneceſſary to enlarge upon a . 
Ff 2 20 


{ defencelefs n Condition, as to encourage any E 20.0; 
— which the Enemies to the Publie Peace = _ _ 10. Gu 
iny ſuggeſted and flattered themſelves with the Hope 


Stifation the unwearied Application of this Parliament, 


malicious Enemies of the preſent Eſtabliſhment. Whilſt 


and Concern to every true Lover of his Country, to ſee 


, 
” 2 
* 
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Hin 10. Geo. of this Naturo, and therefore hath- commanded vs d 

\ JI 1736-7, to mention it to you, who, by the conſtant Tenor of u. 
e © Condutt, have ſhewn, that you conſider the Support, 

© his Government, as inſeparable from the Preſervation ; 

the Public Tranquillity and your own Safety, _ 


The Members being returned to the Hoaſe, Mr. $41, 
reported the Speech from the Lord Chanceller, and upon 
Motion for an Addreſs of Thanks, the ſame was aww 
to, and is as follows. | 


The humble Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons to the Kin 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
6 E your Majefty's moſt Dutifol and Loyal Subjed 
c the Commons of Great Britain, in Parliames 
© aſſembled, return your Majeſty our moſt humble Thank 

© for the Speech delivered by your Majeſty's Command 
; © both Houſes of Parliament. 

© We ſee with great Satisfaction, the happy Prof 
the final Concluſion of the general Pacification of Eun 
© and when we remember your Majeſty's unwearied | 
© deavours to prevent this Nation from being involved 
© the Calamities of a deſtructive War, and your con 
© Application in contributing to the utmoſt of your Pox 
towards the great Work of reſtoring Peace, from thete 
* der Care and Concern which your Majelty has 
£ ſhewn for the future Peace ard Proſperity of your Fe 
© ple, as well as fur the common Welfare of Mani 
© we make no doubt, but that your Majeſty will contin 
© to co-operate with your good Allies, that the Concld 
of ihe Peace may be attended with a general and laſt 
© Tranquillity. ; 

© Duty and Gratitude to your Majeſty, and 2 due K 
© gard to our own Intercfts and Security will engage G1 
© to negle& any necciiary Precautions, which may N 
© coniince to enable your Majeſty to diſappoint and dex 
© all groundleſs Hopes and Expectations, which the « 
© Iuded Enemies of the public Peace may have vainly! 
« geſteu and flattered themſelves with. 

© And we beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that 
will chearfully and effectually raiſe the Supplies neceul 
© for the Service of the Current Year, and ſupport It 
© Majeſty in all ſuch Meaſures as ſhall be found 
© preſerve the Peace and Safety of the Kingdom, tht 
© curity of our Commerce, and the Honour and In 
* your Majeſty and your Dominion. 
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4 20. County, in the Room of William Wodefoule, BRU who'll 3 
6 — Tho this Election was thus given up, yet thers wit um I 
relating to it worth Obſervation WR 


The Reſolution of the Houle relating to the deliveritg of 1; 

of controverted Voters, in Purſuance of which the Lifk, wi 

3 ſpect to this controverted Election, had been ordered to be-. 
livered, is as follows, viz. That in all Cafes of controving 

ofthe House Elections for Counties in England and Wales, to be bead ut 
upon Lifts of Bar of that Houſe, or before the Committee of Privi 
Electors Elections, the Petitioners ſhould by themſelves, or 4 ＋ 
that are to agents, within a convenient Time, to be appoi by t 
* Houſe or the Committee of Privi Elections, as the Ma 
| © ter to be heard ſhall be before the Houſe, or the ſaid Commit 
8 « deliver to the fitting Members, or their Agents, Liſts of t 
; « Perſons intended by the Petitioners to be objefed to, who yo 

© for the ſitting Members ; giving, in the ſaid Lifts, the fere 
Heads of Objection, and diſtinguiſhing the fame agzink t 

* Names of the Votein to ; and that the fitting Membe 

< og oy Cn or boy co 

Time, deliver the like Lifts on their Part, to the Petitionen 


4 una In Purſuance of this Reſolution, the Petitioners for the Con 
— in of Norſolk, and the fitting Member Sir Edmond Bacon, who f 
Conſequence Ported the Election of himſelf and the other Member deceas d, 
of the ſame. liver'd Lifts to each other reſpectively, but in the Liſts deliver'd| 

the Petitioners to the fitting Member, all the material Heads 
Objection that could be made againſt any Voter for a Con 
were ſet againſt the Name of almoſt every Voter 
which the fitting Member thought contrary to the R 
therefore repreſented, That the Reſolution had been agreed to, 
" Complaint order to ſave Trouble and Expence ; and prevent either Part 
relating examining Witneſſes to an Objection he could not fully prove, 
Frereko. then flying from that to another, and thence to a Third, Cc. 
if either Party thought he had ſeveral Objections to any one Vote 
each of which would be of itſelf ſufficient, he ought, by the R 
ſolution, to fix upon that Objeftion which he thought be c 
moſt clearly prove, and diſtinguiſh that Head of Oby | 
againſt the Name of that Voter; by which Means the other © 
might prepare proper Proofs or Materials for ſupporting the N 
of 2 Voter againſt that Objection: But in the Manner the 1 
dad been deliver'd to him, it would be vaſtly troubleſome and © 
penſive to prepare proper Proofs for ſupporting the Right of a Vo! 
_ agaifiſt every Objection that could be made; and if he prep 
anſwer one Ubjection only, he might at laſt find himſelf 
anſwer another, for which he could not then poſliply nave the 


portunity to prepare: That if the in which — 


% 


7 
| (233) 

ers Liſts were drawn up ſhould be admitted, it would 10. Gm, 
Mr that Part of the Reſolution quite uſeleſs, which re- Tr «2 
wes to the diſtinguiſhing the Heads of Objeclion againſt cif 
de Names of the ,Voters excepted to; for if all the 
Heads of Objection that could poſſibly be made againſt any 
Vater, ſhould be ſet againſt the Name of every Voter, it 
wald be the very ſame with making no particular Ob- 
pition at all which would leave both Parties as much at 
liberty to vex one another, and to take up the Time of 
te Houſe unneceſſarily, as if no ſuch Reſolution had ever 
teen made: And laſtly, that in the particular Caſe then 
ere them, it would be a very great Hardſhip upon him; 
eule in the Liſts he had delivered to the Petitioners, he 
ul ſtrictly conformed to the Reſolution of the Houſe, 
mich would give the Petitioners a very great Advantage 
ner him; therefore he deſired they might be ordered to 
mend their Liſts, and to put them in that Method which 
w preſcribed by the Reſolution. 

To which 'twas anſwered, That by the Reſolution it was 
ot intended to limit either the Petitioners or the ſitting 
lember to the making but one Objection only againſt 
ach Voter excepted to; nor could it be ſuppoſed that the 
Hoſe meant any ſuch Thing when they agree'd to that 
Reolution 3 becauſe it would be doing Injuſtice to both, to 
init them to the making but one Objection to a Voter 
mint whom they had ſeveral material Objections; there- 
kre it wag to be preſumed, the Reſolution intended only 
b oblige each Party to explain and expreſsly mention the 
treral Objetions they were to make againſt each Voter 
excepted to, which was the Method the Petitioners had 
alen with reſpe& to the Liſts they had delivered; and by 
at Method the fitting Member might know what to do, 
ud could be put to no greater Expence or Trouble than 
tte Nature of the Caſe required; for if he found that an} 
we of the Objections propoſed was well founded, and 
wald probably be ſufficiently proved, it would be quite un- 
eceſſary for him to put himſelf to any Expence or Trouble 
 {upporting the Right of a Voter, who, he knew, had no 
ipht; nor could the Time of the Houſe be unneceſſarily 15 
alen up, becauſe each Party would begin with examining ; 
Vineſles as to that Objection which ke thought the ſtrongeſt, | 
ad which he thought he could the moſt fully prove, and 
ile found he had fully proved that Objection, he would 
Feed no further, nor trouble himſelf or the Houſe with 
Pg any other Objection; whereas if his Witneſles for 
Ing that Objection ſhould not, in their Examination 
the Houſe, come up to that which they had declared 
Vol, IV. G g to 
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The Flint Pe- 


ſtitiox. 


Counſel heard 


vera Witneſſes, touching the Behaviour of the retun 
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to him in the Country, which was often the Cale, it d 
be Injuſtice to preclude him from proving any other O 
jeRion, when he found he neither had nor could fully pn 
the Objection he had firſt inſiſted on ; therefore they d 
not think themſelves obliged by the Reſolution to ame; 
their Liſts, or to deliver them in any other Manner th; 
what they had done: However, that they might no | 
thought to intend, and as they did not deſire to take 21 
ſort of Advantage of the fitting Member, they ye 
willing to amend their Liſts, and to put them in the Fe 
— Method with thoſe delivered to them by him; ſo d 
It would be quite unneceſſary for the Houſe to interpoſe j 
the Affair, or to come to any new Reſolution, or Orc 
upon that Head. 
This Compliance in the Petitioners prevented a Rep] 
and likewiſe prevented the Houſe's coming to any! 
Reſolution, or to any Determinaation, for explaining the 


FEB SEND ESSTEFEES 


hal 


former Reſolution ; ſo that the Point in diſpute remai ” 
undetermined, and, if no new Law be made for regulating, 
the Elections for Counties, it may be the Subject of fag 17 
ſuture Debate. | U 
| Upon the ſame Day, wiz. Feb. 2. and immediately ak el 
the proper Orders were made for hearing the Petiti I 2c 
from Norfolk, as before mentioned, a Petition of Sir 7 Af 
Glynn, Bart. complaining of an undue Election and Ret bid | 
for the Borough of Flint, in the County of Flint, was p = 
ſented to the Houſe and read; and 'twas order'd, That: due 
Matter of the ſaid Petition ſhould be heard upon 70 whole 
March 8, then next; which Order was afterwards put « Pall t 
to Thur/day, March 24, when the Houſe proceeded to de fe 
Hearing of the Matter of the ſaid Petition; and de U the 
tition, and the laſt Determination of the Houſe, concemii dee d 
the Right of electing a Burgeſs to ſerve in Parliament e :. 
the ſaid Borough, made May 21, 1728 ; and alfo the H va 
ing Order of the Houſe, made Far. 16, 1728, for rel the B 
ing the Counſel at the Bar of that Houſe, of before be tn 
Committee of Privileges and Elections, from offering Nes 
dence touching the Legality of Votes for Members to e der 2d 
in 7.rliament for any County, Shire, City, Borg dea 


Cinque Port, or Place, contrary to the laſt Determina y,, 
of the Houſe of Commons ; were read. 

1 ken the Counſel for the Petitioner were heard; 
the original Poll, taken at the faid Election, being f Rade, 
duced ; and the Title thereof, and the total Number 7 
V ces tor each Candidate, being read; they examined Fo; 


Giicers at cre. Time of taking and cloſing the faid fe. 


( 235) 
wh the Declaration of the Numbor of Votes, and of the Cov: 
er Oh Ira and-touching a Scrutiny to be had, and the Man- Tin 
vr of making the Return, and the Declaration of one of 131 1 
ey r returning Officers, and the Inſtruclions to him given | | 
amer y the fiting Member previous to the Election, and other 
| (xcarrences at and after the Election: Aſter which the 
bot n Return, dated May 16, 1734, on which Day the Poll 
ce an cloſed, being read; the Counſel for the Petitioner 
were further heard, as to the Merits of the Return; when 
e ve key infiſted, that the Counſel for the fitting Member ſhould 


ſo tl ed to jultify the Return, before the Merits of the 
ole 1 Ran ſhould be proceeded upon : As to which Pot 
On de Coanſel for the fitting Member were heard by way of 

haſwer, and the Counſel for the Petitioner by way of Re- 
Rep gy ; and then the Counſel on both Sides being, according 
yl v Direction, withdrawn, the following Motion was made, 


gi, 

Ma Nat the Counſel for the fitting Member be directed to pro- Motion. 
ato , in order to juſtify the Return for the Borough of Flint, 
„. the Merits of the Electiusm are proceeded upon. 

Upon this Motion there was a long Debate, and the Divifon, 
au eon being at laſt put, it was carried in the Negative, 
eta v0; to 166. 

Afer which, the further Hearing of the Matter of the 
kid Petition was ordered to be adjourned to Tucſday then 
od p eit; when the Counſel for the Petitioner proceed in their 
att Hence; and having propoſed to qualify ſeveral Perſons, 
17% role Votes for the Petitioner appeared, upon the original 
nk Poll aken at the ſaid Election, to have been diſallowed by 
be returning Officers, they examined Besjamix Hughes, one 
af the Church- Wardens of the Pariſh of Flint, at and be- 
erde Time of the ſaid Election, in order to qualify one _ 
* the ſaid Perſons; anda Paper being by the ſaid Witneſs | 
Jy pocuced, purporting to be the Church and Poor Rate for 


be Borough of Flint in the Year 1733, the Counſel for 
6 tte ting Member (having crofſs-examined him, and exa- 
4 c med a Witneſs in relation to the ſaid Paper) o5jeted to 


be admitting of that Paper in Evidence: As to which 
Gection, the Counſel for the Petitioner were k.card by 
ky of Anſwer, and the Counſel for the fitting Member 
If way of Reply; and then the Counſel on bota Sides be- 
1 by Direction, withdrawn, the following Motioo was 
de, dix. 

Tat the Paper produced by Benjamin Hughes be. admitted 
wu # Evidence, as the Rate for the Church and Poor of the Bo- 
4 15 / Flint for the Tear 1733. 
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The Hearing 

adjourned. 


—_— exa-· 


A Motion. 


Rejected. 


The Hearing 


adjourned, 


Rejamed, 


—__ 
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Upon this Motion there was likewiſe'a Debate, but uso, 
the Queſtion's being put, it was carried in the Negatiye 
and then the further Hearing of this Matter was orders 
to be adjourned till Thur/aay Morning then next. 
On that Day the Counſel for the Petitioner examine! 
ſeveral Witneſſes, and produced Evidence, in order 9 
qualify ſeveral Perſons, whoſe Votes for the Petitioner ar 
peared, upon the original Poll taken at the ſaid Eiection, u 
have been diſallowed by the returning Officers; and on th 
Tueſday following, being April 5, they examined ſever 
Witneſſes, and produced Evidence, in order to add to th 
Poll of the Petitioner ſeveral Perſons, who offered to vet 
for him at the ſaid Election, but were refuſed by the retun 
ing Officers; and having propoſed to add to the ſaid Pal 


Matthias Rogers, by proving that his Landlord paid Se N 
and Lot for the Tenement, in which the faid Matthias R fitin 
gers inhabited, they thereupon acquainted the Houſe, A Erid 
they intended to offer the like Proof, as to the other pe Vote 
ſons;. upon which they were directed to withdraw, and ups nke 
their being withdrawn, the following Motion was made, ci r:tur 
That the Inhabitants of the ſeveral Boroughs of Flu ende 
Rhydland, Caerwys, Caerguerley, and Overton (includ Perl 
Knolton and Overton-Foreign) renting Lands or Tenement left 
for which the Landlords thereof only pay Scot and Lot, have whor 
Right to vote in the Election of a Burgeſs to ſerve in Pari 20d t 
ment for the Borough of Flint in the County of Flint. neſſe 
Upon this Motion there was alſo a long Debate, and t who 
previvus Queſtion being propoſed, wiz. Whether ti for tl 
Queſtion ſhonld be then put? It was upon a Divilc Or 
carried in the Negative by 149 to 115; ſo that therev ſme: 
no Queſtion put upon the Motion: After this the Con tier 
were again called in, when they proceeded in their Er Wun 
dence, by examining Witneſſes, and producing Evidence, en! 
order to add to the Poll of the Petitioner the ſaid Matthi the ſa 
Rogers, and ſeveral other Perſons, who offered to vote . Wer 
the Petitioner at the ſaid Election, and were refuſed by Evid: 
returning Officers. for th 
Next Morning, the Houſe, according to Order, pr Or 
ceeded to the further hearing of the ſaid Matter, when u ber fl 
Counſel for the Petitioner examined ſeveral Witneſſes any Ferit 
produced Evidence, in order to diſqualify ſeveral Perſon (ver: 
who voted for the ſitting Member ; after which the ſunna lig 
Hearing was ordered to be adjourned to Tue/day the id bone. 
on Account of Eaſter Holy-Days. = 
Accordingly, on the 19th, the Houſe reſumed 1 a 
Hearing of the ſaid Matter, and the Counſel for wa — 


Member being heard, they examined ſeveral 
touch. 


„ 


(237) | 
wehing the Occaſion of r upon Oath into the An 10: CW. 
fication of the Electors, and of protecting the Poll; II. 1736-7. | 
ud touching the Threats and abuſive Language offered to 
he returning Officers, and an Aſſault upon one of themz 

ind the Declaration of the Number of Votes, and the 
Demand of a Scrutiny ; and the Manner of declaring the 
Majority, and other Tranſactions at and after the Election: 
Ard the Record of Niff Prius upon an Information proſe- 
ated againſt Riebard Williams, Clerk, for the ſaid Aſſault 
won John Roberts, one of the returning Officers. 7 
wroduced 3 the Verdict of the Jury, by whom the fai : 
Ricard Williams was convicted of the ſaid Aſſault, was Adjourned. z 
md: After which the further Hearing was ordered to be 
xjourned till next Morning. 

Next Day, and the Day following, the Counſel for the More Wit- 
ſting Member examined ſeveral Witneſſes, and produced neſſes exa- 
kridence, in order to diſqualify ſeveral Perſons, whoſe „ned. 
Votes for the Petitioner appeared, upon the original Poll 
taken at the ſaid Election, to have been diſallowed by the 
returning Officer, and whom the Petitioner's Counſel had 
endeavoured to qualify ; and in order to diſqualify ſeveral | | 
Perſons, who offered to vote for the Petitioner at the ſaid | | 
Eleftion, and were refuſed by the returning Officers, and | 
dom the Counſel for the Petitioner had endeavoured to 
d to his Poll; and likewiſe they examined ſeveral Wit- 
reſes, in order to juſtify the Votes of ſeveral Perſons 
who voted for the ſitting Member, and whom the Counſel 
for the Petitioner had endeavoured to diſqualify. | 

On Tue/day the 26th, when this Affair was again re- 3. Hearing 
ſumed, the Counſel for the fitting Member proceeded fur- reſumed. 
ther to juſtify, as laſt mentioned; and then they examined 
Wimefſes, and produced Evidence, in order to qualify ſe- 
reral Perſons who offered to vote for the ſitting Member at 
tle aid Election, and were refuſed by the returning Officers; 
ther which they examined ſeveral Witneſſes, and produced 
Evidence, in order to diſqualify ſeveral Perſons, who voted 
for the Petitioner at the ſaid Election. 

On Thur/day the 28th, the Counſel for the fitting Mem- Coun/el for 
ber ſummed up their Eyidence : Then the Counſel for the the ſitting 
Petitioner were heard by way of Reply; and examined Member ſum 
kveral Witneſſes, and produced Evidence, in order to up the Evi- 
Julify the Votes of ſeveral Perſons, who voted for the Peti- dence. 
loner at the ſaid Election, and whom the Counſel for the 
ting Member had endeavoured to diſqualify ; and alſo to 
Ulqulify ſeveral Perſons, who offered to vote for the ſitting 

lember at the ſaid Election, and who were refuſed by the 
*urung Officers, and whom the Counſel for the fitting 

Member 


Anno 10 Geo. Member had end voured to add to his Poll 3 and allo t 
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diſcredit and contradict ſeveral Witneſſes; examined on th 
Part of the fitting Member: After which, Part of the Ii 
formation proſecuted againſt Richard Williams, Clerk, 6 
the Aſſault upon John Roberts, one of the returning Officer 
was read; and the Counſel for the Petitioner having finiſh 


their Reply, the Counſel on both Sides were ordered u de 
wikhdraw. of r 
Thus the Hearing of the Matter of the ſaid Petition te ii in! 
ing finiſhed, and the Counſel withdrawn, the following 
Motion was then made, vix. F Gu 
That Sir George Wynne, Bart. is duly elected a Burg und 
to ſerve in this preſent Parliament, for the Borough of Fling (av: 
in the County of Flint. pai 
Whereupon, Sir George Wynne, the fitting Member en 
having been firſt heard in his Place, and afterwards with Tha 
drawn, as uſual in ſuch Caſes, there enſued a long Debate eg 
and the Queſtion being at laſt put, it was carried in thelfil ® 
Affirmative upon a Diviſion, by 158 to 10). | bs, 
Having thus, as we propoſed, given our Readers a full © 
Account of the Proceedings. upon controverted Electios 8 * 
this Seſſion, we ſhall now proceed to give an Account oi 4" 
more important Debates. Tear 
February 3d, The Houſe proceeded to take into Con Tl 
ſideration the Speech of the Lords Commiſſioners, appoint 75 
by his Majeſty for holding that Parliament, to bet by 8 
Houſes of Parliament, and the ſame being again read River 
Mr. Speaker, a Motion was made, That a Supply ſhout ® 
be granted to his Majeſty ; whereupon 'twas reſolved, That lead, 
the Houſe ſhould next Morning reſolve itſelf into a Con 8 
mittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the ſaid Motion W. 
On the 4th, the Order of the Day being read, for N 
Houſe to reſolve itſeif into the ſaid Committee, the lai tan 
Speech of the Lords Commiſſioners was ordered to be 3 
ferred to the ſame; and the Houſe having then reſolve * 
itſelt into the ſaid Committee, they reſolved, . 
That it was the Opinion of that Committee, that a Sup ar 
Ply ſhould be granted to his Majeſty ; which was on tit Wet 
Monday following reported and agreed to by the Houſe . kl, 
mine contradicente. | * 
On the gth, the Houſe, according to Order, reſolve 7 
itſelf again into the ſaid Committee, aud came to the follo# x 8 
ing Reſolutions, which were reported, and all agreed to — 
the Houſe, wiz. N. 
That ten thouſand Men ſhould be employ'd for the / — 
Service for the Year 1737, beginning from Jan. 1, 173 Ul, 


That a Sum, not exceeding 4 /. per Man per Month, nou 
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i. allowed for maintaining the faid ro,000 Men for 13 Anno 10. Ce. 
Months, including the Ordnance for Sea Service: And that II. 1736-7. 

\ Sum, not exceeding 219, 201 J. 67. 5 d. ſhould be 

anted to his Majeſty for the Ordinary of the Navy (in- 
coding half Pay to the Sea Officers) for the Year 1737. 

On the 18th, Miliam Young, in a ſhort Speech ſhewed 
de Neceſſity there was for keeping up the ſame Number 
o regular Forces that were kept up the proceeding Year,” 
nd moved, That it be reſolved by the ſaid Committee, 
det the Number of effective Men to be provided, for 
Gurds and Garriſons in Great Britain, and for Guernſey 
ad Jerſey, for the Year 1737, ſhould be (including 1815 
lavalids, and 555 Men, which the fix independent Com- 
pnies conſiſt ot for the Service of the Highlands) 17,704. 
Men, Commiſſion and Non-Commiſſion Officers included : 
That a Sum, not excecding 647,549 J. 113. 34+ ſhould 
te granted to his Majeſty, for defraying the Charge of the 
fad 17,704 Men: That a Sum, not exceeding 215,710 J. 
6 54 3 ſhould be granted to his Majeſty, for maintaining 
is Majeſty's Forces and Garriſons in the Plantations, Mi- 
c and Gibraltar, and for Proviſions for the Garriſons at 
Amapulis Royal, Canſo, Placentia, and Gibraltar, for the 
Year 1737. 

This Lotion being objeAed to by Sir John Barnard, Mr. Speech a- 
Putney and others brought on a Debate, which was manag'd garnſt the 
ty Sir William Young, the Honourable Henry Pelham, Sir Motion, © 
Nubert Walpole, and others for the Motion, whoſe Arguments, 

w void Repetition of what we have already ſeen on that 
lead, we ſhall give the Reader in one connected Speech. 
SIR, 
Whatever impracticable Notions ſome Gentlemen 
my entertain, I believe there is no Maxim more true, 
than that Force is neceſſary for the Support of Govern- 
ment. And this Force, in its own Nature, can be no other 
than a Military Force. For in every Society it is ab- 
lolutely neceſſary to have a certain Number of Men pro- 
erly armed and diſciplined, for protecting the Society 
wank foreign Invaſions, as well as for preventing the 
Weak from being oppreſſed by the Mighty, and for putting 
tte Laws of the Society in Execution againſt Offenders of 
trery Rank aud Degree. Tho' this Force, Sir, as kept 
tp by our Anceſtors, is now deny'd by ſome to have been 
L\lilitary Force, yet a very little Conſideration will teach 
ls that it was properly ſo. It conſiſted chiefly of the Mi- 
ita of every Country, who for that Reaſon were all pro- 
perly armed and diſciplined, and obliged to anſwer the 
Gll of thoſe who had the Command over them; =-_ of 
; : Y t tex 


- 
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Ane 10. Geo. latter Ages, and fince Mankind have begun to apply then 
II. 17367. ſelves to Arts and Induſtry, they have neg] to breg 
9 themſelves up to Arms and Military Diſcipline, and 
fore , it has been found neceflary. in moſt, and eig 
cially in our neighbouring Countries, to provide and mai: 
tain a certain Number of Men, whoſe chief Buſineſs it 
to breed themſelves up to the Art of War, and who fe 
that Reaſon are called regular Troops. To them the 
Defence of the Society both againſt Invaſions from with 
and Inſurrections from within, is chiefly intruſted, and 
that means the reſt of the People of the Society are en 
bled to purfue Trade, ManufaQures, Agriculture, a 
other 2 Employments, with greater Applicati 
and Affiduity than they could poſſibly do, if they we 

every now and then obliged to withdraw from their 
bour, in order to learn their Exerciſes as Soldiers, or 1 
march againſt a foreign or domeſtic Enemy. 
This, Sir, is the chief Reaſon that Arts and Science 
have of late flouriſhed ſo much in Europe, and it is by thi 
Method only that Trade and Induſtry can be ſu 
encouraged in this Kingdom; therefore I ſhall not ſuppe 
that any Gentleman will be againſt our keeping up u 
Number of regular Troops. The only Queſtion that e 
come this Day properly before us, is, What Number of u 
gular Troops may be ſufficient for protecting this Iſland again 
any foreign Invaſion, and for ſupporting our Government i 
the Execution of the Laws of their Country? With reſpet 
to this Queſtion, Sir, we ought to conſider, that in a fr 
Country as this is, and, I hope, will for ever remain, th 
every Man enjoys many Advantages by the Conftituti 
yet that private Good is, and always muſt be, attended wit 
this public Inconvenience. It mutt farther be owned, th 
it begets and ſupports Parties, Factions, and Divikon 
among the People in general; and when the Goremme . 
is not provided with a ſufficient Military Force for 2 py 
ceſſary and juſt Support, thoſe Parties and Factions are y 
to come to Extremes: The Diſcontented, let the Moum 
of their Diſſatisfaction be never ſo unreaſonable, are apt 
raiie Inſurrections, and to break out into open Rebell. 
when by the Imbecility of the Government they cone 
Hopes of obtaining, by Force, thoſe Ends which they * 
tyer were intitied to, nor could obtain, by the Laws 
their Country; the neceſſary Conſequence of which 8 
that the People are always expoſed to the Misfortunes d UW . .. . 
Civil War; and in ſuch a Caſe we have in our own Hill der; 
melancholy Proofs, that the prevailling Party but 
ſhews any great Regard to that very Conſtitution, the && 
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of which was at firſt, __ by both Sides, made nn 10. Gao: 
% {ole Pretence for engaging in War. I1.1736-7. 
To this general Conſideration, Sir, we ought to add ano- E 
ter which is peculiar to this Kingdom : It is not only pe- 
dar to this Kingdom, but is in itſelf of a moſt peculiar 
ad 2 moſt extraordinary Nature. In this free, this happy 
Crantry, we have a Party amongſt us, and a conſiderable 
du too, Who are every Day labouring to deitroy that 
Feedom to which only they owe their very Exiſtence as a 
ky, who are every Day contriving Plots for putting an 
Id to that Happineſs in which they themielves ſhare. 
Then I fay this, I believe, I need not tell Gentlemen, I 
an the Facobites and Papiſts in the Kingdom, I believe 
leaſt I wiſh that this Party has not of late gained 
wund among the better Sort, but [ am afraid, Sir, it is 
urg only to the dread of a Military Force, that the in- 
or Rank of People are kept ſo quiet as they have of 
re Years been. But, Sir, I am far from thinking the 
raciples of Facebitiſm to be quite extint even among 
better Sort. If we ſhou's leave the Government un- 
ericed of a ſufficient XIilitary Force, it would imme- 
zl; revive their Hopes; and if they ſhould again break 
:in open Rebellion, they would certainly be joived by 
I tie Abandoned, the Profligate, and the Deſperate, who 
il generally chuſe that Side, as being that from which 
ker may expect the greate Reward in caſe of Succeſs ; 
"2: Caie we ſhould again be sbliged to fight for our 
dertier, and the moſt fortunate Event would be attended 
22 great public Loſs, and with many private Calamities. 
Dir letting aſide the general Intereits of the Govern- 
2: I don't fee, Sir, as our common People are now diſ- 
= 19 Military Diſcipline, that even private Property can 
er de ſecure againſt Rogues and Fii.crers, if as in other 
£:2!ri12s they ſhould form themſelves into Garr:. At 
Sir, there might be a great deal of Miſchief dene. be- 
ey could be ſuppreſ:'d and brought to Juſtice. Ihen 
[2 reg:rd to Mobs and Tumults, we find by Experience, 
regular Troops are of great Uſe, not only for pre- 
=2"2 any ſuch from happening, but for que!ling and 
tung them after they have happened, and that without 
kj great liſchiefs being cone of either Side: Whereas 
de 620 no regular Troops to be employ'd in ſuch Ser- 
de, tho the Civil Power might perhaps at laſi be able 
en End to the Tumult, and to ſeize and puniſh the 
ders; vat 'cis certain, the Mop or Tumult would always 
$2702 29 a great Height before the Civil Power could 
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x 10. Geo. With reſpect, therefore, to the protecting our peo 
5 againſt Invaſions, I ſhall now, Sir, take the Liber 
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litia and regular Troops. Experience has often ſhe; 


with the Peace and Security of the People, to diminiſh 
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conſider what Effect our keeping, or our not keepin 
up a ſufficient Number of Land-Forces, might, and p 
bably would have upon our foreign Intereſts, and yi 
ſtill more nearly concerns us. All our Neighbour, & 
are highly ſenſible of the great Inequality between 1 


what a vaſt Number of the former may be attack 
and put to Flight by the latter, they therefore now jo" 
their only Confidence in their regular Troops; and en 
Nation in Europe is now reſpected and eſteemed by the x 
in proportion to the Number of regular Troops they h 
in their Pay. Therefore, to preſerve that Reſped ; 
Eſteem which we ought always to have among our Neig 
bours, we ought to keep up a conſiderable Body of regil 
well-diſciplined Troops; becauſe if any of our Neighba 
ſhould begin to deſpiſe us, they would of courſe begi 
inſult, and perhaps to invade us. This, Sir, would! 
our Sea Coaſts in a continual Alarm, and might exp 
many of our maritime Counties and Cities to be plunde 
and ravaged by a Handful of foreign Troops, landed 
any Corner of the Iſland. I do not ſuppoſe, Sir, that 
Handful of any Sort of Troops would be able to con 
the Iſland; but if we had nothing but Militia to 
againſt them, they might do us infinite Miſchief, before 
could gather and form ſuch a Body of Militia as would 
able to oppoſe them. PF 

From theſe Conſiderations, Sir, I muſt be of Opini 
that it is no way conſiſtent with true Wiſdom and Policy, 


Number of regular Forces we have at preſent on Ft 
It is the leaſt Number has been kept on Foot for tii 
Years, aud Experience has ſhewn us that from ſuch a Ni 
ber there are no Inconveniences to be apprehended; but 
the contrary we have felt many good Effects from keep 
up that Number, and even from augmenting it now 3 
then as Occaſion required, provided as has always 
the Practice ſince the Acceſſion of his Majeſty's Ro 
Houle, they are likewiſe upon Occaſion reduced. It wa 
be too tedious to recapitulate all the Advantages we k 
from thence acquired; but in general it muſt be grant 
we have for near theſe 20 Years enjoyed a moſt profo 
Tranquility both at Home and Abroad, which is chief 
be attributed to our keeping up ſuch an Army as made 
Eremies both at Home and Abroad ſtand in Awe, and 
the other prudent Meaſures which his Majeſty and big 
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Pop... ther have during that Time purſued. Even but ene 10. Gee, 
erty u, when the greateſt Part of Europe were involved in II. 1736-7, 
<p: we were left at Liberty to purſue our Trade through 
1 parts of the World in Peace and perfect Security; and 

wh 


the ſmall Addition we made to our Army, and the Aug. 
tation of our Fleet, we not only preſerved our own, 
ve contribute greatly to the reſtoring of the public 


anquillity ; nay more, we acquired Acceſſions of Trade 
nn tare of infinite Advantage to this Nation. In ſhort, Sir, 
e Bounds to the ambitious Views of the Victorious, 
| ex U convinced them, that if they endeavoured to purſue 
1 ir Conqueſts any further than was conſiſtent with pre. 


ing the Balance of Power in Europe, we were not only 
lved, but would be ready to interpoſe with ſuch a Force 
;would be ſufficient to ſtop their Progreſs. This, Sir, 
what made them ſo ready to hearken to equitable 
ems, to Terms which did not eſſentially vary from the 
le Plan his Majeſty, in conjunction with his Allies the 
ute: General, had been pleaſed to propoſe for reſtoring the 
Innquillity of Europe. | 

Fince therefore we have experienced ſo many Advantages 
um keeping up the preſent Number of regular Forces, 
ce we have felt the Expence to be but inconſiderable, 
the Inconveniency none; ſince no Danger can be ap- 
thended during his preſent Majeſty's Reign, I cannot 
ink any Gentleman of this Houſe would be for dimi- 
ling the Number, even tho? there were no particular Rea- 
n 2t preſent ſubſiſting for keeping up the ſame Number 
t had laſt Year. ; 
But, Sir, there are in my Opinion three very ſtrong Rea- 
i peculiar to the preſent Times for continuing the ſame 


; under at leaſt for this next enſuing Year, two of which are 
1 2 foreign, and the third of a domeſtic Nature. There is, 
du we, no War at preſent ſubſiſting between any of the 


inſtian Princes or States of Europe ; with reſpect to any 
ih War the public Tranquillity may properly be ſaid to 
| reſtored 3 but it cannot be ſaid that the Tranquillity of 
wife is altogether reſtored, nay, that it may not upon a 
fry trifling and impoſſible ta be foreſeen Event be diſturbed, 


"k Ide Maſcovites are alreaCy engaged in a War againſt the 
art wir, and 'tis more than probable the Emperor's Arms will 
gr don be turned the ſame Way. As yet the other Powers of 
nere ſeem to have nothing but peaceable Inclinations to 
ade | public Appearance; but we do not know how long 


it ſerene Appearance may hold: There are ſome of them 
do have ſeldom long remained at Quiet, when they found 
e Emperor involved in a War with the Turks ; and if 
H h 2 they 
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II 1536-7, Peror, it is to be apprehended they may think it a proper 
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Opportunity for making Incroachments upon ſome other Mast 
their Neighbours: Tho' perhaps no ſuch Thing may n k 
intended directly againſt this Nation, yet we ought not M ond 
put ourſelves out of a Capacity to fulfil the Engagemen 112 
which our own Intereſts and our Treaties point out, if . ke: 
ſuch Encroachment ſhould be attempted, whether upon d tha 
ſelves or our Neighbours. nd 1 
Beſides, Sir, as the Syſtem of Affairs in Europe ſeems HM de 
be very much altered by the late Treaty between the En conten 
peror and France, and as the Terms of that Treaty are as y ty h 
in ſome meaſure a Secret to the Public, who will take i we {lic 
upon him to ſay, but that there may be ſome ſecret Cf e di 
ventions between thoſe two Powers, which may be foul rnted 
Prejudicia! to the Neighbours of both? In ſuch a ca: tink 
that Treaty, inſtead of being a Foundation for eſtabliſhingMiy 22: 
the gener"! | ranquillity, would prove a Firebrand fa Thi 
rekindlinę, perhaps, the moſt general and the moſt furioy Ely; « 
War that ever was in Europe: A War, in which this Nation ater: 
Could not avoid being one of the principal Parties con $ 
ce:ned ; and therefore, I muſt think we cannot with Safer As 
d:ſband any of the Forces we hi ve at preſent on Foot, til ip an: 
this new Syliem of Affairs is thoroughly underſtood, and ne 
Conſequences ſeen through. which they cannot be till all br dhe 
ſecret Articles of that Treaty are fully diſcovered. Howe 
The third Reaſon for keeping up the ſame Number 08 Opini 
Forces, at ieaſt for this enſuing Year, is, as I have ſaid, of the L 
domeſtic Nature, and founded upon that Spirit of Dich eu 
tent and DiſſatisfaQtion, which has been ſo induilriouſly ſpꝗ when 
over the whole Nation, and has of late produced Moos termi 
Riots, and Tumults, almoſt in every Corner of the Rug dun 
dom. I am perſuaded every Gentleman that hears me vi len 
join with me in ſaying, his Majeſty's Government, ee Troor 
ſince he came to the Crown, has been ſo mild and juſt, u ata 
no Man can rea!ly have the leaſt Reaſon to complain, Gover 
cannot with Juſtice be ſaid his Majeſty has ever attempt ich! 
the leaſt Incroachment upon the Liberties and Privileges 088 anong 
the Subject in general, far leſs can any private Man compaq bore: 
that he has met with Injuſtice or Oppreſſion; yet there ſuch a 
ſuch a Spirit of Diſſatisſaction and Sedition gone forth, Una uni 
the lowermoſt Rank of our People are every where real ke 
to fly in the Face of the Civil Magiſtrate ; and even of a ( 
Acts of the whole Legiſlature. Thoſe Ads, Sir, that hav Count 
by almoſt every Gentleman in this Houſe been allowed toll In fue 
for the general Good, have been moſt heinouſly inſult be n 
and miſrepreſented, I ſhall not pretend to ſhew per * _ 
Ne 
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ut while it continues, I muſt ſay, it would be very unwiſe 
0s to diſmiſs any Part of our regular Army; for if we can 
at keep the People quiet till they have Time to think and 
nfider, the Ferment will ſubſide when they find their Diſ- 
isfaftion groundleſs. This may probably be the Effect 
of keeping up our Army for the enſuing Year; becauſe 
- that Time the Minds of the People may be quieted, 
ad while we have ſuch an Army, thoſe who are diſ- 
feed will not dare to take any Advantage of the Diſ- 
ntents they have raiſed, nor will they dare to puſh thoſe 
key have ſeduced upon any violent Meaſures : Whereas, if 
x: f;ould at this Juncture diſband any great Part of our Army, 
ge diſbanded Soldiers would probably join with the Diſcon- 
ted, which might produce Conſequences I tremble to 
fink of; but this Houſe will, I hope, prevent my Fears, 
ly agreeing to the Motion for this Reſolution, 


§IR, 
As I am not, nor do intend to ſpeak againſt our keeping 


for hewing the indiſpenſable Neceſſity of ſuch a Meaſure : 
However, leſt it ſhould be thought, that I am likewife of 
Opinion, that a Government cannot now be ſupported, nor 
tie Laws put in Execution, without a Body of what we call 
regular Troops, and which were unknown in the Times 
aden the Spirit of our Conſtitution was beſt underſtood, 
jermit me to give ſome Reaſons for my being of a contrary 
deniment. 1 know, Sir, that all our Neighbours have now 
len into a Method of keeping up a large Body of regular 
Troops ; but it is not for the ſole Reaſon, that ſuch Troops 
nut always have a great Superiority over Militia, or that a 
borernment cannot be ſupported without the Aſſiſtance of 
ch Troops; it is becauſe among moſt of them, I may ſay 
mong all of them, ſome ſort of abſolute and arbitrary 
borernment has been lately introduced; and for ſupporting 
keh a Government, it is abſolutely neceſſary to keep up a 
anding-Army. But there was a time, Sir, when the Practice 
ef keeping up a Body of regular Troeps for the Purpoſes 
of 2 Government and Miniſfry, was as little known in theſe 
Coontries as till within theſe fixty Years they were in ours. 
in ſuch a Country a Body of regular Troops muſt always 
de much preferable to a Body of their Militia, moſt of 
dom we may ſuppoſe never touched a Sword or a Gun, 
are it was put into their Hands upon that W 

3 | k 


eitious Spirit has been raiſed, or to what it is chiefly owing; Anno 10. Geo; 


II. 1736-7. 
WY 


The Speakers againſt the Motion were William Pultney, Speakers a- 
Eq; Sir Jobn Barnard, Mr. Shippen, Mr. Sandys, with gainſt the 
hers; and their Arguments were to the following Effect. Afotian, Mr. 


Pultney, Sir 


—— — 
one 


. Barnard, 


pany Standing-Army at all, I have no preſent Occaſion to Mr. Shippen, 
take Notice of the Arguments that have been made uſe of Me. Sandys, 


— — 


| 
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Anno 10. Geo. but in a Country where no regular Army is kept up, 2nd Ye: 
II. 1736-7. proper Care taken to exerciſe and diſcipline the Militia 2 © 
cd infuſe a martial Spirit into all their Subjects in general, | 10 
| can ſee no Reaſon why a Body of Men, who have for * rec 
Years been bred to hard Labour, to the Uſe of Arms, aud bet. 

to military Diſcipline, without any Pay, ſhould not be 23 a 

nen 


good as a Body of Men bred up for the ſame Time to Mil. 
tary Diſcipline, with Pay, and by Reaſon of that Pay, bred 
up in Lazineſs and Idleneſs: On the contrary, I ſhould 
think the former wonld be better able to endure the Ez. 
tigues of War; and I am certain no Man's Courage was ere: 
improved by a State of Lazineſs and Idleneſs, which for 
ſome Years paſt has been the Caſe of our Army. 

A Soldier, Sir, may learn all his Exerciſes to Perfection in 
3 or in 6 Months; and after he is once Maſter of his Exer. 
Ciſes, he is as good a Soldier as he ever can be without ſee. 
ing Action. He may then make as good a Figure at a Re. 
view as the oldeſt Veteran; but for making a good Figure 
ina Day of Battle, it depends upon the Courage and the 
Experience of the Soldier, neither of which, but eſpecially 
the latter, can be acquired any other Way than by having 
been frequently in Action. Therefore, Sir, I ſee no Reaſen] 
why a Nlilitia may not be as ſerviceable as our preſent 
Army, ſince they might have all the Advantage which reg. 

lar Troops can enjoy except Experience in Action, which 
cur Army knows almoſt as little of as our Militia, Now 
with reſpect to the Military Exerciſes, and to the making of 
a Figure at a Review, I believe a Man, who is five Days of 
the Week at Plow, or any other induſtrious Employment, 
and two Days at his Mititary Exerciſes, may in half a Lea, 
or a Year, become as much Maſter of the latter, as be that 
is two Days of the Week at his Military Exerciſes, and tbe 
other five ſotting or carouſing at an Ale-Houſe or Gin. hop. 
Upon the whole, Sir, I will venture to ſay, that if the Mi- 
litia of tais Country, or any Country where the Spirit of tte 


People has not been broke by Arbitrary Power, were pro- An 
perl regimented, ard put under the Command of Gerte. ke: 
men of Honour and Courage, inſtead of being commanced —_- 


by Sho2makers and Taylors, they might in a Year or two be 
as properly called regular Troops, as any mercenary Regi- 
ment can be, which is compoſed of Officers and Soldiers, who 
never had Occaſion to look an Enemy in the Face, unleſs it 
was a Gang of Smug?7'ers, or a Mob of Pick-pockets ard 
while there is a Man in the Kingdom, who has been n 
Action, a Regiment of Rlilitia would have 2s good a Chace 
to have ſome of them among them, as any Regiment ei a 


mercenary Troops can have, after a Peace of 20 : $9 
6x71 


(247) 


ind Soldiers who have been frequently in Action, may be 


k: cannot admit that a Regiment of mercenary Troops, 
tio never ſaw an Enemy, has any Advantage over a Regi- 
nent of Militia, well diſciplined and properly commanded : 
|: never can be thought that there is any Difference in the 
Goodneſs of the Men; and if there is not, I can't for my 
lie fnd out where the Preference ſhould be given to the 
regular Troops. For which Reaſon I ſhall always be of 
0;inion, that a Country may be governed, the Laws exe- 
tred, and the People protected both againſt Invaſions and 
hurrections, by a regular Militia, as well as by a mercenary 
kms; and in a free Country I am ſure the former is a much 
pore proper Defence than the latter, 

Wat we now call Regular Troops, or Standing-Forces, 
ure produced, and always will produce, the moſt fatal Con- 
kgences in every Country where they are kept up. In 


hre to Encouragement to breed themſelves up to the Uſe of 
Ins and martial Diſcipline, but they are taught from their 
Rarcy to tremble at the Name of a Soldier; by which 
rens the braveſt, the moſt warlike People may, in the 
gece cf one Century, be rendered the moit daſtardly and 
u rate. They put their whole Truſt in what they call 
ter Army ; and if that Army happens by the Chance of 
u to be cut off, there is no finding another that Cares 
xx 2 victorious Enemy in the Face, which is the Reaſon 
tz: every ſuch Country has at laſt become an eaſy Prey to 
ge foreign Invader: Whereas, in a Country where they 
ke ro Army to truſt to, the Government muſt neceſſarily 
ki? care of the Militia, the whole People are bred Soldiers 
8 tteir Infancy, and an invading Enemy finds them like 
de Hicra's Heads; if they have the good Fortune to cu: 
E cre Army, they immediately find another more for- 
de grow up in its ſtead ; for ſuch a Peop'e may be 
Ker, but they cannot be conquered. I am ſurprized, Sir, 
cer it ſaid, that Arts and Sciences cannot be promoted, 
t Trede and Induſtry encouraged, but by the keeping up 
& danging- Armies, for I have often heard, and often 
Cceoht that Standing - Armies are deſttructive to all the Arts 


8 3 * 
e. It may as well be ſaid, tat neitter the one ner 


* ther can flouriſh but in Countries where Aroicrary 
tem ent is eſtabliſhed ; for Arbitrary Power bas in all 
$:2:7183 been the cer: ain Conlequence of keeping up a 
<z* >ianuing-Army, In ſuch Countries they may _ 
te 
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nach ſuperior to a Regiment of the beſt diſciplined Militia ; 


{2 Countries the People in general not only neglect. and 


Years Duration. I ſhall readily grant, Sir, that a Regiment Ag 10. Geo. 
Veteran Soldiers, a Regiment compoſed chiefly of Officers II. 1736-7. 
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Hino 10. Geo. the good Luck to have a Prince, or an Adminifration, i 
II. 1736-7. encourages Arts and Sciences, and protects Trade and Ir 
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duftry ; but that Period is generally of no long Continuanc 
and Barbariſm, Ignorance, and Idleneſs always ſucceed. | 
this Kingdom we know that Arts and Sciences were inte 
duced, and Trade and Induſtry eſtabliſhed, long before v 
had ſuch a Thing as a Standing-Army ; and I believe, 5 
Gentlemen will find, that ſince the Nation has been at i 
Trouble and Expence of keeping up a Standing-Army, tho 
Arts and Sciences have not at all gained Ground in thi 
Country. 
In the Grecianand Roman Common. Wealths their Trade 
men and Labourers gained Laurels in the Field of Batt! 
by their Courage, and returned to gain a Subſiſtence ft 
themſelves and Families by their Induſtry ; but when the 
began to keep Standing-Armies, their Soldiers, tis true, t 
ſome time gained Laurels in the Field, but they returned 
Plunder, and at laſt to ſubdue their Country; which put: 
End to their Freedom, and of courle to every Thing th 
was Praiſe-worthy among them. God forbid our Fa 
ſhould be the ſame! *Tis a Miſtake to imagine our Trade 
men would be drawn away from their Labour by breedin 
them up to Military Diſcipline; on the contrary th 
might be brought to uſe it as their Diverſion, and then the 
would return with more A'acrity to their uſual Labour 
In former Times our Holy-Days, and even Sundays, w 
employ'd in the Exerciſe of the Long-Bow and other warli 
Diverſions ; and I muſt think that ſuch Days would be muc 
better employ'd in that Way, than in ſotting at an Ale· Houſ 
or loitering in a Skettle or Nine-Pin Ground ; but ſuch 
Change of Manners is not to be introduced without t! 
Aſſiſtance of the Government, and ſome proper Laws forth: 
Purpole; and I am convinced our Government will neve 
aſſiſt, as long as we farniſh them with a Standing-Army ; i 
a Standing-Army is in all Countries a moſt uſeful Thing t 
thoſe in Power, and a well-diſciplined Militia a moſt danger 
ous Thing to thoſe who are graſping at more than they oug| 
to have. 
I ſhall readily agree with the honourable Gentleman, th 
every Government muſt have a Military Force for its Sup 
port. and mutt make uſe of that Military Force when Ne 
ceſſity requires. But the Military Force that is required f 
preſerving a People from Invaſion from Abroad, or [alc 
rection at Home, and that required for ſtrengthning d 
Hands of an Adminiſtration, are very different. A 
and limited Government ought to be provided with 2 fre 
aud legal Military Force depencing upon the ſole = 


(249) 


o its preſent Eſtabliſiment. They are not free Subjects, 
vey are Soldiers, not governed properly by the Laws of their 
Country, but by a Law made for them only; and all depend- 
pg upon the ſole Will and Pieaſure of the King. This 
min Time make them look upon themſelves as a Body of 
len different from the reſt of the People; and as they, and 
ey only, have the Sword in their Hands, they may at laſt 
begin to look upon themſelves as the Lords, and not the Ser- 
rats of the People. They will obey and execute your 
Ls whilit you make ſuch Laws as pleaſe them; but if you 
$ou'd begin to make ſuch Laws as may be diſagreeable to 
hem, they will neither execute nor obey your Laws; they 
ail make Laws for themſelves, and one of the firſt, you may 
trend on't, will be, a Law for diſſolving your Aſſembly: 
Ttey have done ſo before, and they may do fo again, if evet 
der ſhould happen to be under an ambitious King or Ge- 
nl. I know it may be ſaid our Militia depend as much 
on the ſole Will and Pleaſure of our Governor, as our Re- 
tut Army; but it is not to be ſuppoſed they would ſo 
xad:ly join in overturning the Laws of their Country, as a 
Mercenary Army would, when properly garbled, and if our 
luna ſhould be brought under any new Regulations, which 
nut be done, before they can be made uſetul, proper Care 


omake a bad Uſe of them. 

[know it has been ſaid, that Liberty is attended with a 
Lcentioalne&ot Manners, which begets Factions and Ani- 
at if nolies againſt the Government; but admitting that to be 
tz, no Argument drawn from the Abuſe of a good Thing, 
2 to ſerve for its being aboliſhed. Tho' I cannot at all 
te how a free Country is more liable to dangerous Con- 
Kio than an enſlaved one. In a Coumry where the Go- 
emment is limited, and the People free, there may perhaps 
& nore room for Party and. Faction, than in a Country where 
be Government is ab{olute, and the People dare not com- 
pain; but, Sir, even in a free Country, and under the moſt 
ined Government, while thoſe in Power do their Duty, 
nie they conſult the Inclinations of the People, and re- 
Fin from all manner of Oppreſſion either public or private, 
u Party, no Faction can become dangerous to the Govern- 
rect, tho” it has no Regular Troops to truſt to. Such a 
borernment will always have a great Majority of the People 
atteir Intereſt, and tho' there may be ſome who, from pri- 
lie Views, may be diſſatisfied with the public Meaſures pur- 

Vor. IV. | Li ſued, 


nd Pleaſure of the Governor; a Military Force which de Ano 10. Ga" 
py make uſe of for breaking, as well as for executing the II. 1736-7. 
[ws of his Country. Such is our Regular Army according A 


nigh: be taken, for putting it out of the Power of any Man 


au 10. Gee. ſued, yet they will for their own Sakes remain quiet a8 
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a Kingdom within the ſame Iſland, and a Kingdom whid 
could vindicate the Rights of their Queen with as brave an 
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peaceable ; for no Man of common Senſe will riſe in Arn 
againſt an eſtabliſhed Government, unleſs he is ſure not only 
of a general Diſcontent among the People, but that the ge. 
neral Diſcontent is got to ſuch a Height as to make the M 
Jority of the People ready to fly to Arms for their Relief q 
Preſervation. Of this the glorious Reign of Queen. Ek. 
beth is a moſt convincing Proof. I believe hardly a 
Hiſtory can parallel ſo long a Reign ſo little diſturbed wit 
Faction; yet if we conſider the Circumſtances that attendedlf 
her Acceſſion to the Crown, we ſhall be ſurprized that her 
Reign was not torn with the moſt violent Party Diviſions an 
State Convulſions. One of the Steps of that glorious Obe 
was to overturn the Religion fhe found eſtabliſhed in he 
Country, a Religion ſupported by a great Party at Hon 
and profeſſed and protected by the greateſt Part of Ewe 
At the ſame Time ſhe knew ſhe had a Pretender to bet 
Crown, and a moſt dangerous Pretender too, a Pretender 
who was of the Religion then eſtabliſhed in the Country, 
Pretender who was in Poſſeſſion of a Kingdom of her om 


as fierce Armies as ever marched from any Country; a 
what ſtill added to the Danger, the Pretender was not u 
Queen of Scotland, but Wife to the Dauphin, and afterward 
to the King of France. From ſuch Circumſtances, wh 
Factions, what Commotions, what violent Convulkons we 
not to be apprehended ; yet that wiſe Queen, without u 
Standing-Army, eſtabliſhed herſelf upon the 
eſtabliſhed the Religion ſhe profeſſed, triumphed over all le 
Enemies, ahd after a Reign of 43 Years tranſmitted d 
* Crown in Peace to her next lawful Succeſſor, without en 
having been diſturbed by any Party or Faction's rikng 1 
Arms againſt her, except one in the North, and ſome 
Commotions in Feland, neither of which ever became u 
kderable. 

In a free Country, indeed, when thoſe in Power make 

weak or a wicked Uſe of their Power, or make any Attenpt 
upen the Liberties of the People, a Party will certa 
form itſelf againſt the Government, and ſuch a Party aa 
not be withitood but by means of a numerous and mercet 
Army ; but in that Caſe, Sir, the Government become 
the Faction, and as ſoon, Sir, as Government degenem 
into Faction, there is a Neceſſity for its being ſupported 
a Standing-Army, for it can ſupport itſelf no other way,! 
it is by that way alone that it can deſtroy the Liberties 
2 People; ſome outward Forms may be preſerved, but 


( 251 ) 


my. Faction is an ugly Name, in a free Country, always 
owed upon thoſe who oppoſe the Government; but whe. 
der they, or the Government, beſt deſerve the Name, de- 
s upon the Meaſures purſued by each. To prevent 
ation and civil Diſcord has in all Countries been the 
le Pretence of thoſe who ſecretly aimed at the Eſtabliſh- 
gent of Arbitrary Power: In moſt of our neighbouring 
(ountries that Pretence has had the wiſhed-for Succeſs, but 
| hope it never ſhall in this; for it is much happier for a 
Frople to be in a continual Danger of Civil Diſcord, or 
mn of Civil Wars, than to be in a continual State of 
Gyery. A Civil War is an Impoſthume, it may be trou- 
teome, it may be painful while it laſts, but it carries off 
uy contagious Matter that may be lodged in the Body, and 
eerally brings Health and Vigour for many Years after ; 
whereas deſpotic Power is an Ulcer, a Gangrene, which ad- 
nit of no Cure, nor can receive any Comfort. 

[ believe, Sir, no Gentleman ever ſuſpected me as fa- 
wuring Diſaffection to our preſent happy Conſtitution in 
Church and State. I have as bad an Opinion of Jacobi tes 
ud Papiſts as any Gentleman of this Houſe can reaſonably 
hare, but I never thought that either our Facebites or Pa- 
i; were for eſtabliſhing Arbitrary Power: I am ſure very 
kw of them are. We maintained our Liberties when the 
tole Nation were Papifts ; we may loſe them now weare 
iteflants ; and if we ſhould, it would make many Men 
aubites who are very far from being ſo at preſent. People 
uder Oppreſſion always hope for Relief from any Change: 

the Liberties of this Country ſhould be once overturned, 
te worſt we could expect would be only changing one 
pavery for another. Even the trueſt Lovers of Liberty 
night be prompted by Revenge to become Facebites, in 
ner to diſappoint and puniſh thoſe who had cheated them 
nt of their Liberties. I do not believe there can ever be a 
Farty in this Kingdom for eſtabliſhing Arbitrary Power, 
leſs it be our Miniſters and their Creatures. An Itch for 
itrary Power ſeems, indeed, to be epidemical with 
pect to that Sett of Men: Our Anceſtors have known 
lniſters, Sir, who have been infected with it, and who 
ave tranſmitted the Infection down to their Succeffors, tho 
(2 different Party and Intereſt. We may again have ſuch 
Uniſters ; and for that Reaſon, chiefly, I am againſt keep - 
up a numerous Standing-Army, becauſe, according to its 
elent Regulation, it is too much under the Power of 
lniſters: And I own that I am for truſting no Miniſter 
ith my Liberty. Some Miniſter or other may ſome Time 
Iiz or 


cmernment, in Subſtance, becomes from that Moment Ar. is 10 G.. 
II. 1736-7. 
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Anno 10 Geo or other make uſe of it for attaining to that which ſo ms, 
IT 1736-75. of them have ſeemed to long for. ne 
| There are, tis true, Sir, too many Rogues and Thier 
in the Kingdom; there are, I believe, ſome great ones wh 
are not yet diſcovered, but 1 doubt much if a numer, 
Standing-Army will contribute either to their being id 
covered or puniſhed. With reſpect to any of thoſe little pi 
ferers that have of late been ſeized and hanged, I am { 
it cannot be aid the Army has been, in the leafl, afliftin 
They have al! been apprehended by the Country People 
or by the common 1 hiet-catchers ; which is a Trade, 
hope no Gentleman of the Army will ever be deſired tow 
dertake, unleſs the Thief be ſome Perſon of a very eminen 
Degree. 1 do not know that the Army has ever been en 
ploy'd in any Sort of Thief-catching, except with reſpe& 
thoſe Thieves called Smugglers; and the Reaſon of th 
Army's being neceſſary for that Purpoſe is, that our Taz 
are ſo many and ſo high, and have been ſo long continued 
that the People begin to look upon Smugglers as their Friends 
and therefore wil: not be concerned, nur run any riſk, in af 
prehendipg or oppoſing them. And indeed, Sir, I think! 
ſhould be very unreatonabie if the Army was not uſefu. i 
ſome ſhape or cther, eſpecially to thoſe who keep it up 
When our Soldiers ſerve againſt Smugglers, they ſerve thei 
own immediate Maſters, and the Country People har 
learned to look upon that Service as proper to the Army 
Buc if we had no Taxes but ſuch as the People thought rea 
ſonable, and if thoſe Taxes were applied to Uſes which the 
People thought neceſſary for their Preſervation, they woult 
be as ready to join the Hue and Cry againſt a Smupyler, 
they are now againſt a Houſe breaker or Highwayman, 
am perſuaded there is nothing contributes ſo much to the lll 
creaſe of Criminals of all Sorts among us, as the ge rer 
Number of Regular Troops we keep up; the comme 
Soidiers mix among the Vulgar, and by their Examp 
they propagate a Spirit of Lewdneſs, Idleneſs, and Extran 
gance in every Country and City of the Kingdom; I wit 
even ſome of the Officers may not in this Way be a lit 
to blame. The Credit and Subſiſtence of a Merchant, 
Tradeſman, ar a Labourer, depends upon his Character 
If he gets the Character of a lewd, profligate Fellow, 1 
Man will truſt or employ him; for this Reaſon be 
obliged at lealt to be a Hy pocrite, and ſo can do no Mi 
c iet by his Example; bat the Credit of a Soldier depend 
upon his doing his Duty, and his Subſiſtence depends updl 
his Pay; if he does his Duty he may be as lewd aud pt 


fiizaie as he pleaſes, and as - openly as he pleaſes, =_ 
quen 
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1 Company with Soldiers; they learn their Manners, 
nd ſoon begin to imitate them in their Vices; by ſo doing 
they loſe their Characters, and when no Man will truſt or 
employ them, if they cannot get into the Army, they muſt 
or ſteal for Subſiſtence. 

Among a certain Sett of People, Sir, I have obſerved, 
zn Mobs are repreſented as moſt hideous Things. I con- 
th they ought not to be encouraged ; but they have been 
bet mes ule ful, tho* I own they are never expedient. In 
ee Country I am afraid a Standing-Army rather occa- 
zus than prevents them; where a Magiſtrate has a Guard 
oe Regular Troops to trult to, he is apt to neglect hu- 
pearing the People, he deſpiſes, and ſometimes oppreſſes 
tem; in which Caſe, the People, as long as there is any 
Fririt among them, wall certainly grow tumultuous, If a 
Tumult happens with any juſt Cauſe of Complaint, a little 
rae Uſage, and calm Reaſoning, generally prevents any 
Michief, and prevails with the People to return to their 
Duy ; but a Magiſtr:te with an Army at his Back will 
om take this Method, for few Men will be at the Pains 
b perſuade when they know they can' compel. Bat in a 
fee Country, if a Tumult happens from a juſt Cauſe of 
(:mplzint, the People ought to be ſatisfied, their Grievances 
gut to be redreſſed; they ought not ſurely to be imme- 
tee knock'd on the Head, becauſe they happen to com- 
Zain in an irregular Manner, To make uſe of Regular 
Tops upon every ſuch Occaſion, is like a tyrannical 
&200!-M{ziter, who never makes uſe of the ſoft Arts of 
Periu:fion and Allurement, but always makes uie of the 
A; ſuch a Man may break the Spirit, but never can 
Erove the Minds of his Scholars. 
leo not know, Sir, what the Hon. Gentlemen mean by 
bat Refpet and Eſteem which we ought to have, among 
kr Neighbours ; ſurely, Sir, this Reſpect and Eſteem ne- 
er cn encreaſe in the ſame Proportion as our Regular 
oops encreale ; ſurely Gentlemen don't think that we 
ir to be reſpeRed only according to the Regular Troops we 
ure in our Pay: In that Caſe there are ſeveral Princes in 
Lrnary who would deſerve more Reſpect than we; there 
* Warcly a Kingdom in Eurepe that would deſerve ſo lit- 
It; arc lam ſure thoſe who keep up their Hundreds of 
Len ande, as ſome of our Neighbours do, would have no 
Vixalion to ſhew us any Regard or Eſteem. But I believe 
« Cale is directly otherwiſe, For my own part, Sir, Iam 
Pwr rom being of that Opinion, that I think I can ven- 

ture 


wently may do great Miſchief by his- Example. In all nne 10. Cee. 
(untries the young and bigh- metalled are proud of keep- II. 1936-7 
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10. Geo. ture to make it appear, that the more R ular Troops 
5 r keep up in time of Peace, the leſs we ſhall be reſpeded « 
WY eſteemed by every one of our Neighbours: They kn 
| we have no Frontier to defend, nor fortified Towns to 
riſon, and therefore they will conclude our Govern» 
would never be at the Expence of keeping up a large Bod 
of Regular Troops, if they were beloved or eſteemed } 
their own People. They will conclude that ſuch a Body 
Troops is kept up, only to keep the People in Obedienc 
and a Government which does not enjoy the AﬀeRions a 
Eſteem of their own People, will certainly be deſpiſed } 
Foreigners, and they know at the ſame Time, that the pe 
ple muſt be fleeced in order to maintain them. Where 
when thoſe in the Government of this Nation do the 
Duty, when they enjoy the Affections and Eſteem of t 
People in general, tho' we had not a Regiment of Regul 
Troops in the Kingdom, our Neighbours know we ca 
in a few Months appear in the Field with our Hundred; 
Thouſands of Regular Troops as well as they, befides 
irreſiſtible Navy, by means of which we could carry Te 
ror and Deſolation to every Part of their Sea Coaſts, and 
the ſame Time protect our own from any Inſult. 
It is not therefore, Sir, to our keeping up a large B 
of Regular Troops in time of Peace, we owe any Part 
that Reſpect we may have among our Neighbours; it is 
our Naval Power, to the natural Bravery of our Men 
general, and to our Government's poſſeſſing the Hearts ( 
their Subjects. From hence it is we derive our Security 
.and the keeping up of a large Body of Regular Troops 
time of Peace, will derogate from every one of the 
It will render it impoſſible for us to keep up ſuch a Na 
Power as we might otherwiſe do: It will propagate a Spt 
of Effeminacy and Cowardice among all thoſe who are! 
of the Army; and it will always contribute towards rende 
ing our Government hateful to the People in general. . Ft = 
this Reaſon I will be bold to ſay, that if ever any of « 
Maritime Counties or Cities be plundered by a ſmall Fart 
of foreign Regular Troops, it will be owing to our keepin 
up a Standing-Army. Conſidering the Extent of 0 
Coaſts, we cannot have ſo much as one Regiment, nor k 
a Reyiment, at every Place where a ſmall Party may lad 
ſuch a Party may therefore plunder and lay deſolate a gt 
Part of the Country before any of our Regular Troops d 
come up to oppoſe them; and the Effeminacy, and U 
wardice, into which the Inhabitants, by an entire Diſu 
Military Exerciies, may fall, will inſtigate our Enemies 
make many ſuch Attempts, 
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1am really very much ſurprized, Sir, to hear it ſaid, we Anno 10. Gen. 
felt no Inconvenience our Army. Beſides the II. 1736-7. 
uger.to which our Liberties are expoſed, is not the great 
we we ſtill owe, and the many Taxes we ſtill pay, in a 

at Meaſure owing to our keeping up ſo numerous an 

my in time of Peace? Can it be Jaid that the Quartering 

Qldiers is no Inconvenience to thoſe poor People who 

ſubje& to that extraordinary Burden ? Is it not a very 

at Expence, as well as a great Inconvenience to every 

lic Houſe in the Kingdom ? And can we- imagine our 

liers are always fo civil in their Quarters as never to be 

ty of any Inſolence or rude Piece of Behaviour? I ho 

tall be forgiven when I wiſh that ſome of the Gen- 

men who tell us ſo could be metamorphoſed, for a few 

ecks only, into a Country Inn-keeper, or Alehouſe- 

yer, With a handſome Wife, or two or three pretty 

wphters, whoſe Virtue and Well-being he might be ſup- 

x to have ſome Concern for: I believe ſuch Gentlemen, 

. their Return to this Houſe, would ſhew a little more 

wpathy ; I believe they would allow our Inn-keepers 

| Alchouſe-keepers might live at a leſs Expence, and with 

meat deal of more Eaſe and Quiet, if they had no ſuch 

ates, at leaſt not ſo many, as they are now generally 

Med with, But this is not all: Can any Gentleman ſay 


Liberties can never be in Danger from a Standing- Army ? 
* We they not once already been overturned by an Army, 
on: was raiſed and paid by Parliament ? An Army, 


kerein the very Officers were put in by the Parliament, or 
* thole whom the Parliament had named, which rendered 
_ nore the Creature of the Parliament, than it is poſſible 
dur Army upon its preſent Footing to be. For tho? 
t Regular Troops are at preſent kept up by our Au- 
— ity, we are not certain our Authority will be ſufficient 

1 ülbanding them, whenever we have a Mind, eur be- 
" in no Danger from his preſent Majeſty fignifies nothing: 
Ker a good King, we ought to adopt no Cuſtom, nor 
1 * Precedent, which a bad King may make a bad 


Fatever our pacific Meaſures may have done, I am per- 
*, Sir, neither the late Preſervation of our own Tran- 
ity, nor the Reſtoration of the public Tranguillity, 
8 owing to the Army we kept up, or the Addition we 


p to it. As to our own Tranquillity, it is certain our 
T ang quiet, was the utmoſt that could be hoped for by 
ſue ho began the War: Our not joining againſt them 


Ute greateſt Favour they could expect from us, and 
="Irs it would have been ridiculous in them to have o 
— — _ 


Ar 10 Geo. 


II. 1736.7. 
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Powers without our Knowledge, without our Advice 


diſcovered {uch a Defign : Their Wiſdom, their Care, 


Fraxce may take chat Opportunity, as ſhe was ferm 
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turbed our Tranquillity, becauſe it would have forced 9; 
join againſt them. And as to reſtoring the Tranquil 
Europe, I am ſure it cannot be ſaid to have been rear 
upon the Footing of any Scheme or Plan propoſed by! 
Majeſty: I am ture his Majeſty never did, nor ever way 
ropoſe to add ſuch a large Dutchy as that of Lorain 
3 of France. On the contrary, we know : 
Peace was clapt up between the two chief contend; 


Aſſiſtance; and I wiſh we may not find it was clapt up | 
Conditions which may prove diſagreeable both to us a 
our Allies. 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that the Syſtem of Affairs in E. 
ſeems to be altered by the late Peace; but I cannot thi 
either of the contracting Parties has a Deſign of m 
any immediate Incroachment upon us or any of our Allis 
The Maxims they have of late purſued for diſtreſſing ur 
more ſlow and more effectual than they were ſome time 2 
when they had other Miniſters to direct their Aﬀair;, 
dare tay, Sir, there is not a Court in Europe that has nou 
Thought of invading us or our Allies, for if that were 
Caſe, our Minitters at thoſe Courts would certainly l 


their Penetration, are io well known, it is not pothible 
ſuppoſe ſuch a Deſigu could be kept concealed from the: 
and if there be no immediate Deſign, there is no Occa 
for us to prepare againſt it : Oa the contrary, if we iaipe 
any diſtant Views, and ſuch only, (if our Minifters at ferey 
Courts have done their Duty) we can ſuſpect, we ougic 
ths mean Time to fave as much as poſſible, in order that 
may be the better able to oppoſe ſuch Defigns, when a 
Attempts ſhall be mace for carrying them into Exec 
But, Sir, if we can ſuppoſe any Alteration made by 
late Peace, with reſpect to the Syſtem of Affairs in E 
it muſt be occaſioned by a real Con junction and 
Union between the Emperor and France: It muſt proce 
from a Coacert between thoſe two Potentates for preicrs 
Rules to the reſt of Eurecze, or for joining together in on 
to make Incroxchments upon ſome of their Nexgibet 
and in that Cate the War which the Max/covites are ab 
engaged in, and which the Emperor will probably be w 
ſoon engaged in, againſt the Turks, is a Sort of Pledge for 
curing tne Tranguillity of the reit of Ezrepe; becauie & 
pievent the Emperor's being in a Capacity of executing* 
Art ct any sech Concert. Then again, if we ſupport 


no ich Alteration ha: been made by the late Peace, bet 


* 
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ne ame Time reaſonable to ſuppoſe that we would not 
+ {o far wanting to ourſelves as to ſtand by the SpeQators ; 
nnch an Event, it is not the firſt Time the Emperor, in 
o5juoftion with his Allies, has ſupported ſucceſsfully a War 
guol the Turks, and at the ſame Time ſet Bounds to the 
indition of France, even when he had not the Muſcovites to 
t him, and at a time when we had no ſuch numerous 
carding-Army in Britain as we have at preſent. 

Bat, Sir, it is impoſſible to imagine or expect a time when 
# the Princes of Europe will be not only in profound 
face, but without any Views or Defigns of making In- 
cuchments upon one another. If we are not to dimmiſh 
w preſent Army till ſuch a time happens, if we are not 
ppaſs the River till it runs dry, it is ridiculous ever to think 
U paffing, or to expect a Diminution. Againſt ſecret De- 
iz and ſudden Invaſions, we may always defend ourſelves 
y neans of out Fleet; and there is no Gentleman of 
doe who oppoſe a Land Army that is againſt our keep- 
x; te Royal Navy always in good Repair, a conſiderable 
Nender of Seamen always in Pay, and to encouraging Mi- 
y Diſcipline among our Men in general; but when 
ze ue ourſelves at Peace, we ought always to take that 
Opportunity to eaſe ourſelves of the Expence of maintain- 
23: Land Army, Are we to keep up a Land Army for 
de Defence of our Allies? No, Sir; they bave fortified 
Towns, and numerous Garriſons to defend them againſt 
r laden Attack; and if they do their Duty towards 
denlelves, if they keep the Fortifications of their Frontier 
lers in good Repair, and ſuch a Body of Regular 
ir9:ps in their Pay, as is neceſſary for defending their 
trotter, we ſhall always have time to raiſe or to hire an 
Say tor their Support, before they can be brought into 
ur grezt Danger. 

Im ſorry to hear, Sir, there is ſo much Diſcontent, and 
rainy Tumults in the Nation; but upon ſuch an Occafion 
voirg his Majefty's Name, or his Majeſty's Government, 
#2 Ceſtion, as I obſerve they too often are, is not fair; I 
* ceg Leave to ſay, I do not think it altogether decent. 
+22 !27e there is no Man in the Kingdom that ever 
2h; himſelf wronged by bis Majeſty, but I ſhall not 


= de any Piſconterts in the Nation, we are to ſuppoie 
Nature of our Confticution points it out to us to ſuppo e 
cn Diſcontents are owing to the Meaſures purſued by 
de Mizitters only; and if we examine the Hiſtory of this 

. Iv. K K Nation 


7 9 much with reipect to his Miniſters. Therefore, if 


mut to do, of attacking the Emperor or ſome of thoſe, who, Ame 10. Gio. 
xcording to the antient Syſtem, are his natural Allies, it is II 1736 7. 


Ca, 
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Amo 10. Geo, Nation for ſome Years paſt, we may eaſily ſee how the 


ſich 

II. 17 36-7. have been raiſed, and to what they are chiefly Owing half 
During the late great War, the People of this Nation wen lan 
ſubjecled to many new and heavy Taxes, and a great pubi Con 
Debt incurred. Every Man was then ſenſible of the De bar 
contracted, every Man then felt ſeverely the Taxes he Pai [ 
but every Man comforted himſelf that in a few Years MM « :! 
Peace the Debt would be paid off, and moſt of the Taue Nun 
aboliſhed. We have now enjoy'd a Peace of twenty p. 
Years ſtanding, and yet now we find the public Debt dei 50) 
as large as it was at the End of the War, and all d Conſ 
Taxes but one, as high and as heavy as they were in ar Arm 
: time of the War, In this long TraQ of peaceable Tin nade 
the People have not felt themſelves relieved from any on of, b 
Tax, except a Part of the Land Tax, and even that Tax | 5 Oc 
as high in Britain now in time of Peace, as it is in Fran condi 
in time of War. Thus the People have been long d v Co 
appointed, and now at laſt they begin to deſpair ot en for tu 
ſeeing themſelves relieved from the heavy Burdens th page 
groan under. There may be ſeveral other Reaſons; th for tl 
are ſome which I could mention, but this is the chief Rt el a 
ſon of. the Diſcontenc being ſo general, as I am afraid Fill 6 
15; and I am ſure the keeping up of a numerous Standin the n 
Army in time of Peace, is not a proper Method fer den 
moving this Cauſe of Diſcontent. So far from it, Sir; th aden 
I am afraid it is one of the principal Cauſes of all that HN 
ſatisfaction ſo much infiſted on; for a free Goremmeſi Nga 
cannot be ſupported but by having the Affections of de g 
Generality of the People. | : * 
To imagine, Sir, that our Government would be in at * 
Danger from the diſbanded Soldiers joining with the Di * U 
centented is without any Foundation; for there are mat 46 Al 
Soldiers would be glad to be diſcharged, there are many ( To 
them would be glad to return to their former Labour a U . 
Induſtry, and there are ſome who would be entitled to Cit vert 
ſfea-Hoſpital; of theſe there are not perhaps a great mil 1 
for ot late we ſeem to have taken more Care to make a i | . 
Figure at a Review, than a brave Stand in a Field of ; \ alt 
tle; ſo that we have not at preſent many old Soldiers in 180 
G Army; however there are ſome, and they would be g 10 . 
of being put upon the Eſtabliſhment of Chelſea- Hai Feld 
By this means a Reduction might be managed fo as nd Fig 
diichargea Man who did not look on it as a Favour; 4 eh 
turely it is not to be ſuppoſed that thoſe Men who had T q g 
received a Favour from the Government would join u x. q 
any Party againſt the Government; nor would the Num Fen ; 


of diſciplined Soldiers in the Kingdom be diminifde@ 
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ich a Reduction; for, as the Officers would all be put upon Jem 10. Geo. 


— ull Pay, both Officers and Soldiers would remain in the II. 1736-7. 
n wer land, and would be ready to aſſiſt in the Defence of their A 
publiſh Country againſt any Invaſion or Inſurrection, and act as 

Da bravely as if they were in full Pay and Regimented, 

put [ hope, Sir, I have now ſhewn, there is no Force in any | 

Ars « the Arguments made uſe of for our keeping up the ſame 

Tu Number of Forces we had laſt Year, nor any Danger to be 

y fi prehended from a Reduction; but I cannot leave this 

t 0 Ubject without repreſenting to Gentlemen the Danger our 

11 +8 Conſtitution is expoſed to by keeping up ſuch a nnmerous 

n an umy. Such Repreſentations have, tis true, often been 

im nade, and enforced with more Strength than I am Maſter 

1y on of, but I think they ought to be repeated as often as there 

Fu i Occaſion. The Number we have at preſent, eſpecially 

7. WY confidering how eaſily and how ſoon they may be increaſed 

o d v double the Number, I wil] be bold to fay, is ſufficient 

| er for trampling upon the Liberties of this Nation; and the 

th longer they are kept up, the more ſufficient will they be 

th fr that Purpoſe ; becauſe the _— will every Day grow 

ge |: apt or able to vindicate their Liberties, and our Army 


xill every Day grow the more cemented, ane conſequently 
tie more fit for ſuch an Undertaking. Oliver Cromævel, 
when he turned every Member of this Houſe out of Doors, 
when he bid one of his Soldiers take away our Mace, that 
Fil; Bauble, as he called it, had not a much more numerous 
Regular Army than we have at preſent on Foot; and tho" 
the Army under King Fames II. behaved in a more ho- | 
rourable Manner, yet duch a Behaviour is not much to be | 
texended on; for J am convinced even that Army would | 
ict have behaved as they did, if the Diſcontented had not 
iadan Army to repair to; or if proper Meaſures had been 
uten to garble them a little before Hand. 

r at ut, Sir, without any open and violent Attack upon our 
Lizerties, like that made by Oliver Cromavel, our Conſti- 
ion may, by means of our Army, and the many other 
folts in the ſole Diſpoſal of the King, be undermined, and 
aſt, to uſe the Military Expreſſion, entirely blown up. 
t may come to be laid down as a Maxim, that an Officer 
er Soldier ought to be as obſervant of his Orders in this 
Houſe, or at Elections, as he ought to be in a Camp or a 
Field of Battle ; and that Courage and Experience in the 
Field are never to be regarded, however ſerviceable they 


un have been to his Country, if they happen to be joined 

wil '* 2 Backwardnefs for the Miniſter's Meaſures in the Houſe. 
ade it may happen, that the making of a proper Intereſt at 
ed ' 


Eleions, or the giving of a right Vote in the Houſe of 
EKR hk 2 Commons, 
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+ fame 10. Geo. Commons, ſhall be deemed the only Service, the only 14 i Red 
II. 1736-7. rit worthy of Preferment in the Army; and confideri oye: 
WWW how many Officers are in Parliament, conſidering how max; appro 

muſt always be in Parliament as long as we up tf 4 
ſame Number of Forces we have at preſent, I may venta fre 
to ſay, that if ſuch Maxims ſhould be eſtabliſhed and purſued Fro 
it would be in the Power even of the moſt wicked Miniſter de Q 
to have always a Majority at his Command in both Hodel te © 
of Parliament. In which caſe our Parliaments, like d qur V 
Senate of Rome under their Emperors, or the preſent An anti 
blies of the States in moſt of our neighbouring Kingdom Cee 
- would ſerve only for giving Countenance to the Schemes oil io | 
our Miniſters, and for rendering them more bold in thei Ache 
Oppreſſions. Count 
At preſent, Sir, we have more Reaſon than uſual for be rei 
ing afraid of ſuch Maxims. Several Officers have be * 
lately removed from their Commands in the Arny ber 
Officers of almoſt every Rank and Station, and Officers whe ould 
could not be accuſed of any Neglect or Contumacy in thei de H 
Military Duty; therefore ſome People take it upon them I ninac 
ſay, that they were removed for ſome Neglect or Contumao tole 
in that, which with reſpe& to ſuch Maxims may be c dem 
their Parliamentary Duty. have 
They had the Misfortune to differ from ſome Gentleme: Th 
in their Sentiments, and they had the Honeſty to decla follow 
their Sentiments freely, and to vote accordingly in Parlia 8 
ment; ſoon after this they were removed from every ful If 
they had in the Army, without any Cauſe aſſigned: WM ct 
can the World think of ſuch Removals ? And I am fu foro: 
every Gentleman of this Houſe, who believe: chat they ven 1-00: 
removed for voting in Parliament according as their Con © 
ſcience and their Honour directed them, muſt join with n ar 
in Opinion, that it is now high time to think of reducing t 
our Army, and of putting the Military Force of the King de 
dom upon ſome Footing very different from what it lay: þ 
been upon for many Years paſt. It is now the very Beg by * 
ning cf a Seffian : If we now reſolve upon a Redudtion, Tro 
we may have time to contrive and paſs a Bill for regulating © b 
our Militia ſo as to make it uſeful ; but if we ſhould ue re 
reſolve upon continuing the ſame Number of Regular Fou ty 
I am ſure, no Gentleman can expect a proper Concurrence a (un 
Aſſiſtance in any ſuch Deſign, and therefore I am ſure uo Repu 
Gentleman will venture to propoſe any Schemes for that Pu. mate 
poſe; for many Objections may be made againit the bet eig 
Scheme that can be propoſed, and thoſe who have not N = 
Mind t6 agree to any Scheme, will always pretend to chi 2 


the Objections unanſwerable; ſo that unleſs the r 
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jpprobation of the Majority to an 

e; and no Man will chuſe to propoſe a Scheme which he 
ue will be rejected. 

From what I have faid, Sir, I think it will appear, that 
te Queſtion now before us is not, Whether by keeping up 
de ame Number of Forces, we ſhall continue to neg] 
ar Militia, for one Year longer? But whether we ſhall 
qntioue to neglect it for ever? This, Sir, is truly the 

jon now before us; and I leave it to every Gentleman 
do has a Regard for the Conflitution, or for the Liberties 
| the People, or for the Honour and Safety of his native 
Country, to conſider what may be the Conſequences of his 
greeting to ſuch a Queſtion ? For my own Part I have done 
py Duty; and if I ſhould ſee our happy Conſtitution over- 
ted, and the Liberties of the People deſtroy'd; if I 
bodd ſee our Maritime Cities and Towns plundered, and 
de Honour of the Nation expoſed by that Spirit of Effe- 
ninacy and Cowardice which will ſoon prevail among all 
boſe who are not of our Army, and perhaps at laſt — 
tem likewiſe, I ſhall at leaſt have this Comfort left, that 
ne done my Duty in this Houſe. 


bllows, ix. 

Six, 

[ſhould be extremely glad to hear a Method propoſed by 
dich we could provide for our Safety both at Home and 
Abroad, without keeping any Troops in our Pay; but the 
tonourable Gentlemen who now ſeem to be for a Reduction, 
u they have told us our Neighbours keep up their Re- 
jar Troops only for ſupporting their Arbitrary Power, 
ud tho" they have talked a great deal of the Militia, yet 
itey have propoſed no Scheme for making the Militia of 
tus Kingdom uſeful, nor have they ſhewed us any Method 
5 which we can defend ourſelves againſt the Regular 
Troops kept ap by our Neighbours, unleſs it be by keeping 
r lome of our own. What Reaſons our Neighbours may 
re for keeping up ſuch large Bodies of Regular Troops as 
lizy do, or, whether the Militia of this my, or any 
Country, may be ſo well diſciplined as to be made equal to 
Regular Troops, are Queſtions which I do not think very 
Werial at preſent ; becauſe, tis certain every one of our 
Neighbours do keep up large Badies of Regular Troops, 
unis as certain that our Militia, according to their pre- 
u Regulation, would be of no Uſe for defending us 
int fach Troops; therefore till our Militia are _ 

. view, 


Auktion, at a time of ſo profound a Tranquillity, be ap- Ane 10. G. 
1 ed by a Majority of this Houſe, "= . the IT. 1736-7 
y Scheme he can pro- GSWNyg 


The Reply was by Sir R. Walpole, and to the Eſtect as g;- Robert 


Ann 16. Geo. uſeful, till they are ſo well diſciplined as to be able to 
II. 1736-7. us againſt Regular Troops, we can put no Truſt in the, 
WY WW 
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we muſt keep up a ſufficient Body of Regular Forces, 
as ſoon as I ſee ſuch a Militia in this Kingdom as gay 
ſafely entruſted with the Defence of the Kingdom, 1 6 
then moſt readily agree to the Diſbanding of every Reg 
ment we have in our Service, but that I am afraid will u 
at leaſt for ſome Years, be the Caſe. 
Give me leave farther to ſay, that tho' I wiſh, 5; 
as much as any Gentleman in this Houſe, our Militia co: 
be made as good as Regular Troops, yet in my Opinion, 
Thing is impoſſible. There is nothing, I'm afraid, 
Neceſſity or Pay, can make Men be at the Trouble and 5 
tigue of training themſelves up to the Uſe of Arms 
Military Diſcipline ; and as the People of this Nation 
not now under any Neceſſity of ſo doing, I do not this 
you can ever get any Number of them to ſubmit to fac 
Diſcipline, unleſs you pay them for the Trouble they 
at, and for that Part of their Time at leaſt which they e 
ploy in that Way. By Neceſſity I mean that natural Ne 
ceſſity which Men are brought under by the Circumftancy 
of the Country they live in. In former Ages all E 
was divided into a great Number of little States or Princ 
palities, each of which was in ſome manner independer 
and therefore they were often making Inroads upon, 1 
plundering one another: Many of theſe little Principalui 
were often united under one King or Governor; bat ac 
of them had ſo much Power within himſelf, and was ſo 
dependent of the chief Governor, that they were very tt 
nacious of whatever they either pretended or thought 
be their Right, and their Quarrels were oftner decided by ti 
Sword than by the Laws of their Country : This laid 
Man under an immediate Neceſſity of accuſtoming hin 
to the Uſe of Arms and Military Exerciſes ; and irc 
moſt of them neither thought of nor praiſed much of u 
other Sort of Employment. But ever ſince Europe bas bee 
reduced under the Dominion of a few powerful Potenztrs 
the People live in Security ; thoſe of the ſame Kingdom « 
State have their Differences decided by the Law, and ti 
Differences that ariie between two great Sovereign Sta 
oftner decided by Treaty than by the Sword; there 
tne Generality of the People in each State being free irc 
thoſe Apprehenſions their Anceſtors were perpetually anc = 
have long fince neglected the Uſe of Arms, and have 872 0 
lied tbemſelves :0 Arts and Induſtry; but this geren TY 
Neglect of martial Diſcipline has made it neceſſary in re. 
Ceantry to keep ap 2 Body of Regular Troops; and (-! = 


ek 
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xe of Arbitrary Power cannot be the Reaſon in every one 
4 them, becauſe Regular Troops are kept up in all the free 
wes of Europe, and according to the Exigencies and Power 
> their Government in as great Numbers too as in thoſe 
nere Arbitrary Power has been eſtabliſhed. ; 

lu this Country, Sir, the People live in the ſame, or ra- 


„sr greater Security as thoſe of any other Country in Eu- 
0 we, and for the ſame Reaſon the Generality of them have 
, rg ected, and will always neglect to train themſelves up to 


r. They are now under no natural Neceſſity of ſtudy- 
ig or practiſing that Art; and if you ſhould pretend to lay 
tem under a legal Neceſſity, I am afraid you will find it 
woratticable, Such a Law, or ſuch a Scheme, may appear 
eemely eaſy in Speculation, but I am convinced when 
u come to the Execution, at this time you would meet with 
rmountable Difficulties. Let us confider, Sir, that for 
kezing the Militia always well diſciplined, you muſt have 
bem wut at leaſt twice a Week to learn or to practiſe their 
Uerciſes. If you ſhould make Sunday one of the Days, 
a may depend on it many of the Clergy, of all Sets and 
u fr: {z21:0ns, would look upon it as an Incroachment upon 
| ten, and would therefore preach againſt it; from whence 
y of your People would refuſe to obey ſuch a Law out 
n Scruple of Conſcience ; ſo that we might perhaps have 
| OS 3l::yrs for keeping holy the Lord's Day, which might at 
E produce a religious Civil War in the Kingdom. Two 
lay: out of fix is what no labouring Man can ſpare; nay, 
dea one Day out of fix, to be ſpent in military Exercile, 
agg »:12: 2oy Pay, would be hard upon a poor labouring Man 
nud a Family to provide for : It would he a Tax, and a 
1— dere [2x too, upon every labouring Man, and every Man 
t Z:ireis in the Kingdom. Their Time is their Eſtate, 
Ag :terefore it would be taking one fixth Part of their 
Le from them, which, conſidering how low our Eftates 
re rated to the Land Tax, would be near equal to fix 
<...:g: in the Pound upon Land. For this Reaſon all the 
222g Men, and all the Men of Buſineſs in the King- 
&2, would think it a great Grievance, to be obliged to 
3 one Day of the Week, befides Sunday, at their Mi- 
<="; Exerciſes; and what would our Landed Gentlemen, 
= car rich Merchants and Shop keepers think, what 
dad thoſe Gentlemen of this Houſe who now ſeem to be 
co" ©: of a well-Giſciplined Militia, think of being ob iged 
r 2* 22 two Days of the Week, at five or fix o Clock in 
„erging. wet or dry, to take a Muſket upon their 
| Sguld.ers, 


ine and the natural Reaſon for introducing that Cuſtom Aus 10. Geo: 
d rery Kingdom and State now in Europe. The ſupport - IT. 1736-7. 


YL 


* 10. Ga, 
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would riſe in proportion to his Ability, and the Urgency ( 


Army, and leaving the reſt of the People to purſue ſomei 
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Shoulders, and to ſpend the whole Day in painful Exe 
and Fatigue ? It would therefore I believe be impoſlible 
oblige all the Men of the Kingdom to liſt themſelves in 
Militia, and it would be unjuſt to oblige a few only, uu 
you paid them for that extraordinary Service, 

Gentlemen may talk, Sir, of making the People uſe 
litary Exerciſes by way of Diverſions ; but tis certain 4 
People will always chuſe their Diverſions ; if you efabli 
any Diverſion by a Law, it becomes a Duty, and ceaſes to 
Diverſion: The People will then look upon it as a By 
neſs, and a very troubleſome uſeleſs Buſineſs too. Beſide 
Sir, no Man that minds his real Buſineſs or Occupation, 
pairs to any Diverſion till his Buſineſs be over, therefore 1 
Man has any ſet and unalterable Time for his Diverſ 
even Sunday itſelf is often incroached on, when necefl 
Buſineſs requires. If you appointed one or two cem 
Days every Week for Military Exerciſe, which would | 
abſolutely neceſſary, ſuch Appointment would often interſe 
with People's other Affairs, with thoſe Affairs by wie 
they are to get their Bread, or provide for their Families 
and if you ſent them to their Officers for Leave of Abſenc 
the obtaining of ſuch Leave would probably become a T 
upon every Man that had occaſion for it, and the I 


his Buſineſs. We may from hence ſee, it is impoſſible 
eſtabliſh Military Exerciſe as a Diverſion : Such an Attemy 
eſpecially, if it were enforced by Law, would raiſe a molt pf... 
neral Diſcontent and Murmuring, and would conſequenifft : 
expoſe our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment to greater Danger 1 
than it can ever be expoſed to by keeping up a ſmall Reg 


duſtrious Art or Employment, or to follow ſuch lawful L Ki 
verſions as they themſelves ſhall chuſe, without any Let nen 
Diſturbance, 

Therefore, Sir, while we are ſurrounded with Neighbout 
who keep vaſt Armies of Regular Troops continually a. . 
Foot, I muſt think it abſolutely neeeſſary for us to Kee 
up ſome Regular Troops of our own, for defending o« 
Coaſts and maritime Cities from ſecret and ſudden | as 
vaſions, and conſidering the Extenſiveneſs of our 8 
Coaſt, and the preſent unſettled State of Affairs in E 
rope, I cannot think a leſs Number ſufficient than that 
have now on Foot. But, Sir, whatever may be ſaid, wil: 
ever can be ſaid, in favour of a well diſciplined Militia, d 
be no Argument for a preſent Reduction of our Regul... 
Forces; becauſe no Man can ſay our Militia is now 
any tolerable Sort of Diſcipline, or that they are ſuch 2 VF. .. 
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ry Force upon which our Government can depend Ame 10. Geo. 
vr for its OWn Support, or for the Protection of the Peo- 11.1736 | 
+; and I muſt think it would be a Sort of Madneſs to give 
that, or any neceſſary Part of that upon which only we. | 
1 now depend for our Safety and Protection, till we have 


e wied ſomething in its ſtead, upon which we may with 
4 Le Reaſon depend for our Security, at leaſt againſt foreign 
= ons. |; 
e The next who ſpoke on the ſame Side was the Honourab'e Henry Pel. 


* Pelham, Eiq. ham, E/q; 
IR, N 

ly Honourable Friend who fits near me has ſo fully an- 
ered the Gentleman who ſpoke againſt the Motion, that 
lielieve every Gentleman here is convinced, that there is 
p abſolute Neceſſity of our keeping up a Number of Re- 
nar Forces in this Nation. But, Gentlemen, give me 
are to take Notice of two or three Things that were 
en out by the Honourable Gentleman over the 
Way, | | 

The Honourable Gentleman, Sir, ſeemed to be very ap- 
mhenſive of the Effects which the Army may have upon 


( ke Courage and Morals of the Subjects. For my Part, 
| lmſo far from being of Opinion, our Regular Army tends 
v4 depreſs the natural Courage or the Spirit of the reſt of 


ur SubjeRs, that I am convinced a Regular Army of Na- 
de, well cloathed, well paid, and kept under an exact 
Rep ine, will in every County tend to raiſe the Spirit of 
le People, and to make their Men in general affect tq imi- 
kit that Courage, that Regularity of Manners, and that 
bicipline, by which they ſee ſo many of their Countrymen, 
ful ps their Relations, riſe to Honour and Preferment; 
ik an Army be kept under proper Diſcipline, and Pre- 
ments juſtly diſpoled of, a regular and virtuous Behaviour 
u private Life, as well as an exact Performance of his Duty 
* Soldier, will always be made neceſſary for intitling a 
len to Preferment in the Army; and if the Youth and 
wpi-metall'd of every Country are apt to keep Company 


K , lt, and imitate the Soldiers, an Army, under a right Go- 
7 will always be of greater uſe towards eſtabliſhing 
0 nue and Morality among the People in general, than 


r cther Sett of Men, no: excepting even the Clergy, can 
* Indeed, if your Government be in vicious Hands, if 
tours and Preſerments in the Army be diſtributed only to 
Lewd, the Debauched, and the Profligate, your Army, 
every other Sett of Men who depend upon ſuch a Go- 
Aunent. will contribute towards corrupting the Morals of 
ke Ceople, and under ſuch a Government the Militia would 
Ver. IV. LI do 


Aro 10. Ges, do the ſame 3 for Preferment in the Milida, as well ix 


| Have a Standing-Army or no. The Romans had g 


the annual Confent of the People, and whoſe Pay, depet 
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the Army, muſt always depend upon the Government. 

Liberty, Sir, does not depend, it never did depend up 
the Government's having or not having a Regular Ar; 
in their Pay. The Liberties of a People mult always « 
pend upon their Virtue, The Armies of a virtuos b 
= will protect their Liberties 3 and a luxurious, vici 

cople will ſell them to the firſt Purchaſer, whether the 


Standing-Armies long before they loſt their Liberties, at 
when they did loſe them, Sir, the Standing-Army was ( 
the Side of Liberty, at leaſt on that- Side that had 
greateſt Shew of it. We have now feveral free States 
Europe who keep up, who have long kept up numere 
Standing Armies. In Holland, in Venite, in Poland, th 
keep up Standing-Armies, without thinking their Labert 
eab from thence be in any Danger. In Sweden it was th 
Army that reltored their Liberties; and in this Cour 
was our Army that reſlored our Liberties in the Reigh 
King Charles II. and it was our Army that preſerved t 
in the Reign of his Brother King James. In all Coun 
the Army will follow the general Bent of the People fre 
whence they are drawn, and if the general Bent of 
People be towards Slavery, they will do as they did fot 
time ſince in Dexmark, they will make a free Gift of th 
Liberties: Then, indeed, an Army may be ſo modell 
as to prevent the People's reſuming the Grant they ha 
made ; but fuch an Army muſt not be an Army like ou 
it mult not bean Army whoſe very Exiſtence depends up 


upon the Grants annually made by a Parliament tenacit 
of their own and the Nation's Rights. In this Countr 
Hope the general Bent of the People is no way inclined 
wards Slavery: [ am ſure ſome Gentlemen have loſt a g 
deal of Pains if it is. And if there be a Spirit of V: 
and Liberty among the People, the ſame Spirit mult pres 
in our Army, which is drawn from the People, and ct 
manded by ſome of the beſt of the People; therefore nc 
never be ſuppoſed our Army will countenance or ſupporta 
Meafures that may tend towards eſtabliſhing Arbit 
Power. | 

As to what has been inſinuated as if Soldiers were 
better than the Slaves of Power, whatever it may be in 6! 
Countries, the Soldiers of our Army, Sir, are as free 255 
other of our Subjects. They are governed by the Lav 
the Kingdom, as all other Subjects are. There is, tis u 
cne Law which relates particularly to them; but that 
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E luce knows his Duty, and if he behaves like a good Sub- 
. x, and does his Duty as a Soldier, hg can be ſubjected to 
| ups v Puniſhment 3 he is not under the Arbitrary Will and 
Ar Wiure of any Man in the Kingdom, no not even of the 
ys 0 [ing himſelf. Our Soldiers are not, nor can they ſuppoſe 
f tenſelves a Body of Men different from the reſt of the 
vici ople, on account ef their being ſubject to a Law which 
rs to them only. Every Corporation, every Society, 
e no every Sort of Tradeſmen in the Kingdom, have the 
ie Reaſon to think themſelves a Body of Men different 


"as tn the reſt of the People; for every one of them are 
jet to ſome Laws which relate only to the particular 
(poration or Society of which they are Members, or to 
ke particular Trade or Profeſſion they are of. Our Militia 
ein the lame Circumſtances ; they are already ſubject to 
la which relates to them only; and whatever new Laws 
u may make for regulating our Militia, I hope you would 
nuke the Command or the Power over them out of the 
lands of the Crown; for ſuch a Regulation, as it happened 
nde once before, I ſhould look on as a total Subverſion of 
x preſent happy Conſtitution, I can therefore ſee no 
taſon why we ſhould think our Liberties in greater Dan- 
xr from a Standing Regular Army than from a well dif. 
lined Militia : I am fure it is as much the Intereſt both 
if the Officers and Soldiers of our Army to preferve our 


_ Calitution, as it can be of any Sett of Men in the King- 
7 a. The Behaviour of the Army under Oliver Cromæve l 
oh >: 20 Argument againſt our preſent Army: Our Con- 


lation was then overtuned ; a Sett of Men who had got 
bo this Houſe, had murdered their King, had annihilated 
le ther Houſe, bad excluded even from this Houſe every 
Man who would not join with them in all their Meaſures, 
xc by theſe Means had aſſumed to themſelves an Arbitrary 


* het: In ſuch Circumſtances the Officers of the Army 

ee they had as good a Title to take the Government 
* i the Nation to themſelves, as to leave both the Nation 
1 i themſelves under the abſolute Power of any Sett of 
oni de Men in the Kingdom; and what was the Conſe. 


ſerce? That very Army, as ſoon as they could find an 
Vportunity, reſtored our Conſtitution. 
arts and Sciences, Sir, are the certain Product of Liberty 
u Security ; and Ignorance and Idleneſs are as certainly 
be Product of Slavery or a State of War. The Security 
i the people being once eſtabliſhed, it may for ſome Time 
r preſerved without any Regular Troops; but Security 
them negle& to train themſelves up to the Art of 
L1's War, 


a cred and certain and publickly known ; a Soldier from Jun 10. Gee. 
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10. C. War, and then a Standing Army becomes tlecellary fort 
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tho' they are certain of the Majority of the People's bei 


. Juſt Provocation, depending for Succeſs upon the in 
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Defence ; eſpecially if their Neighbours are provided wi 
great Numbers of Regular Troops. This is the nat 
Courſe of Things; it is, I believe, impoſſible to alter it h 
any Regulation. The Security of the People of 
Kingdom was eſtabliſhed, and Arts and Sciences begat 
flouriſh, before we had any Standing Army; but a tot 
Neglect of Military Diſcipline was not then ſo genera] 
it is now, nor were our Neighbours provided with ſuch p 
merous Bodies of Regular Forces ; therefore it might the 
be poſſible to preſerve the Security of the People without 
Standing-Army, and yet now the Caſe may be, and I thi 
is, quite otherwiſe. Our Neighbours are fully ſenſible 
the great Neglect of Arms and Military Diſcipline amot 
the Generality of the People of this Kingdom : They kn 
how much ſuperior their Regular Troops are to your \ 
litia ; and if you had no Standing-Army they would be read 
to inſult you, to invade you, upon every Occaſion ; the 
ſore to protect the People againſt foreign Invaſions, a fn 
Number of Regular Forces is abſolutely neceſſary, and I 
not think it can be leſs than it is at preſent. 

Then, Sir, with reſpe& to Inſurrections and civil Cot 
motions, we may know from Experience, and from late E 
perience too, how ready a factious Party are to fly to Arn 


againſt them ; for the Battle is not always to the Stron 
nor is Victory chained to the moſt numerous Army. 

the late Rebellion, I hope it will not be ſaid the Major 
of the People were on the Side of the Rebels, and mi 
leſs can it be ſaid the Majority of the People had any 
clination or Occaſion to fly to Arms for their Relief 
Preſervation ; yet that Faction flew to Arms without s 


Number of Regular Troops we had then in-our Pay ; 
if it had not been for that Number of Regular Troo 
ſmall as it was, thoſe factious Rebels might probably N 
overturned our Government, and with it, our Libert 
The Caſe will always be the ſame, Sir, when you red 
your Army too low, ſome Faction or another will fly to Art 
and in theſe ſeveral bloody Conteſts, our Conſtitution 
Liberties will probably at laſt be made a Sacrifice ; fort 
a State of perpetual Diſcord and Civil War may per 
be better than a State of abject Slavery; yet we find inn 
Countries the People have at laſt choſe to ſubmit to A 
trary Power, rather then to continue under, or renew 
Miſeries of a Civil War. Queen E/izabeth, "tis true,! 
great Reaſon to dread Inſurrections and Conyulſions 2 * 

Begin 
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(own of that very Religion; but the Religion which was 
ten eſtabliſhed by Law, was far from being eſtabliſhed in 
be Hearts of the Majority of her People; and her Eſta- 
liking by a new Law that Religion which was before 
d&bliſhed in their Hearts, gained her not only the Hearts, 
de Hands, and the Purſes, of the Majority of her People, 
kt proved her great and her chief Security againſt the Pre- 
ender to her Crown. This ſecured the Peace of the 
X:tion at Home, and none of her Neighbours having then 
in great Number of Regular Forces in their Pay, it was 
wt neceſſary for her to keep up a Standing-Army, for ſe- 
aring her People againſt foreign Invaſions. His preſent 
Vajelty will I hope upon every Occaſion find he has the 
Hearts, the Hands, and the Purſes of the Majority of the 
Frople at his Command; I am ſure he has thro' his whole 
leigu highly deſerved it; but it cannot be ſaid that our Mi- 


Time, nor the Proteſtants now ſo much united amongſt 
themſelves, or ſo zealous in the Defence of their Religion; 
ud as every one of our Neighbours now keep in continual 
Pay vaſt Armies of Regular Troops, it may now be abſo- 
tely neceſſary for us to keep up a Standing-Army, tho? it 
(id not appear to be ſo in the Reign of Queen El/zzaberh. 

| ſhall not ſay, Sir, that all the Jacobites are for Arbitrary 
tower ; but I am ſure the Conſequence of their ſucceeding 
i their Scheme would be the Eſtabliſhment of it; and as 
kr the Papiſis, if they underſtand the Religion they pro- 
|, they muſt be for Arbitrary Power; for their Religion 
an be ſupported by nothing but Ignorance or Arbitrary 
tower: In former Ages it was ſupported by Ignorance, and 
tow that Veil is pretty well removed, it can be ſupported 
by nothing but Inquifitions and Arbitrary Rule; we may 
tterefore ſuppoſe, if the Papifs amongſt us ſhould ever get 
tte Government into their Hands, they would eſtabliſh a de- 
ſpotic _ in order to reſtore and ſupport the Religion 
they profeſs. As for Miniſters and their Creatures, I do 
ot know but many of them may have an Itch for Arbitrary 
tower ; but they are not the only Perſons infected with that 
Diſeaſe : It is a Diſeaſe incident to other Men, I'm afraid 
v molt Men, as well as to Miniſters ; and we know by Ex- 
ference, in this Country as well as in others, that Miniſters 
aye been oppoſed, have been hanged or beheaded, under a 
'etence of their endeavouring to uſurp Arbitrary Power, 
ly Men who have committed that very Crime as ſoon as 
Key found an Opportunity, I 


—— 


pinning of her Reign. She altered the Religion ſhe Aro 10. Ci. 
— by Law eſtabliſhed, and ſhe had a Pretender to her 11.17 PRs 


in are now ſo good as they were in Queen Elizabeth's , 


| 
| 
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Ano 10. Gee, I believe, Sir, it cannot be ſaid our Soldiers are f 
II. 1736 7. moſt abandoned Sett of Men in the Kingdom. I cod 
neee ſome other Setts of Men that do more Miſchief h 
| their Example. Some of the abandoned, do infinite] 
more. Soldiers may be lewd, profligate Wretches, but where 
there is one ſo, I hope, there are at leaſt ten otherwiſe 
and the Example of ten will always have a greater E&:@ 
than the Example of one. But if the Majority of the 
Army were ſuppoſed to be ſuch Wretches, it could be ng 
Argument for diſbandipg them; it would only be an Argy 
ment for taking ſome Method to put them under a ben 
and ſtricter Government; for tis certain the Military Lay 
may be made much ſtricter and more ſevere than the Con 
mon Law can be made ; therefore the Army may be mads 
to promote Virtue by its Example; and if any Set e 
Rogues ſhould venture to oppoſe the Civil Power with Fore 
of Arms, ſurely a few Regular Troops would be of great 
Ule for ſuppreſſing ſuch a Gang. From what happery 
while we have an Army, we are not to judge of what may 
happen while we have none, or but a ſmall one; none bat 
Smugglers have lately dared to oppoſe the Civil Pc 
with Force of Arms; but if we had few or no Rege 
Troops, I make no Queſtion but other Rogues, even Hole 
breakers and Highwaymen, would foilow the Example of 
the Smugglers: While we have a ſufficient Number cf Re- 
gular Troops, no Sett of Rogues dare venture upon any 
ich thing; if they did, I hope no Gentleman of tbe 
Army would think it beneata him, to march agaialt thae 
who appear in Arms agunfl their Country. : 
I malt ſay, Sir, I am ſorry to hear any Gertemin d 
this Houſe make the moſt dillant Inſinuation in Favour 
Mobs and Tumalis. If any Nlagiſtrate ſhould opprels « 
injure the People, they may have recourſe to, and will be 
relieved by, the Laws of their Coun:ry. To ſeek for Re. 
dreſs in a mobbiſh tumultuous Way is certainly illegal, ans 
is often attended with Miſchief to the Innocent as well 
tne Guilty. Rogues gzueraily take the Opportuni e 
tuch public Caiamities to plunder without DittinRion; and 
the. Malicious take Occanon to ſatisfy their .own privas 
Nlalice and Revenge: It ought therefore to be the cut 
Care of every Governent to prevent Mobs, or ſappees 
them as ſoon as poilloie ; and no lethod can be fo een 
as to have a few Regalar Troops ready to obey the Cai: © 
tie Civil Magistrate upon ſuck Occafions ; but you an 
have a few Rega'zr Troops in every Part of the 4 
ready to anſwer the Call of the Cixil Magiſtrate, 1 FP 
redace any Part of tue Number you have at pre tent on 2 
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6, the ReſpeR and Eſteem we have among Foreigners Anm 10. e. 
hes not depend upon our Regular Troops only, it depends II. 1736-7. 
Ren ile upon our Navy, and the great Number of Regular 
Troops they know we could have, and could maintain, 'in 
af they ſhould provoke us to War; for this Reaſon we 
ir juſtly more reſpected and more feared than fome other 
wes who keep in continual Pay as many Troops as we 
v; becauſe they keep up in Time of Peace as many as they 
geld have or maintain in caſe of War; and have no ſuch 
ury either to protect their own Coafts, or to infeſt thoſe of 
beit Enemy. But, ſorely, we are more to be dreaded by 
ar Neighbours, When they know we can immediately, upon 
1 Rupture, ſend aut a ſuperior Fleet, with an Army of 5 or 
beo Regular Troops on board, to plunder and lay waſte 
bei Country, perhaps for ſeveral Miles up from their Sea- 
(af, than we ſhoutd be, if they knew we could fend no- 
urg but a Fleet againſt them, which could only bombard 
ome few of their Sea-Port Towns : And while we have ſuch 
nArmy as we have at prefent, they cannot propoſe to do us 
þ noch Miſchief upon a Rupture, by landing ſmall Parties 
kr: and there in the Iſland, as they could propoſe to do, if 
via! no Regular Troops, or a lefs Number of Regular 
Troops, to oppoſe the Landing of ſuch Parties, or to inter- 
ext them in their Return to their Ships. 

Tis true, Sir, we cannot have a great Body of Regular 
Troops in every Part of that Iſland where an Enemy might 
be! ; but the {mall Body of Troops we have may be can- 
ezed ſo as to have at leaſt a Regiment at or very near every 
Place where an Enemy could expect any Plunder worth their 
wle; and one Regiment, with the Afhiance they would 
ron fach an Occaſion get from the Country People, wou'd 
be {:£c:ent to oppoſe the Landing of a very large Party, or 
rein to ſtop tueir Progreſs ; for one Regiment of Regular 
Traps would add greatly to the Spirit even of our Militia, 
nd uculd encourage them to take Arms for the Defence of 
wir Property. But ſuppoſing the Army we have at preſer.t 
ts foictent for guarding all our Maritime Counties, i: may 
n 4r2ument tor putting our Militia on a better Footiag ; 
bet Rl that is done, it is an Argument for increaſing rather 
Lan for diminiſhing the Number of Forces we have now on 
bet. And white our Army confiſts of ratural-born Sub- 
Fa of Great Britaix, no Foreigner can, from our keeping n 
e Regular Forces in Pay, ſuppoſe our Government dme 
t er1:y the Affe ions and Etteem of their own People: 
* Tercenary Army of Foreigners kept up in the Kingdom 
T2": gire Occafion for fuch Suppoſition; but an Army ef 
ite. wil! always be liable to the fame AﬀcRions with 
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Am 10. Geo, the reſt of the People, and will therefore always be a yo 
II. 1736-7. improper Inſtrument for ſupporting a hateful Governmer 
sor for keeping a diſaffected People in Obedience. 
=_— Every Convenience in this Lite, Sir, muſt be attended win 
- ſome Inconveniencies; the Inconveniencies attending ct 
keeping up ſo ſmall a Number of Regular. Forces are | 
few and ſo ſmall a Conſideration, it may be properly enoug 
ſaid we have felt no Inconveniencies from our. Army; te 
Meaning of which is, we have felt no ſuch Incanveniencie 
as ought to be regarded. If we had never ſince the Pea 
kept up above one Half of what we do at preſent, the Saying 
that way would have paid no conſiderable Part of our Deh . 
and therefore could not have freed us from any of our Taxes; ie | 
and the Quartering of Soldiers is ſo far from being thought 
= an Inconvenience or Expence to any County or City in g 
| neral, that moſt Parts of the Kingdom are deſirous of having 
Soldiers among them; becauſe it conſumes a Part of theig 
ſpare Proviſions, and can be no Burden or Inconvenience t 
any but thoſe who keep public Houſes, moſt of whom pet 
more by what the Soldiers ſpend in their Houſes, than thy 
Expence gf their Quarters can amount to. As for the In 
ſolence or rude Behaviour of the Soldiers, if any ſuch Thi un 
happens, which I am convinced ſeldom does, the Landi 
is ſure of getting Juſtice done him in the moſt ſumn 
Way, by a Complaint to the commanding Officer; and 
he ſhould fail of it in that Way, he may get Redreſs by 
complaining to a Juſtice of Peace; or for any Aſſault, I 
tery, or the like Miſdemeanour, he may have an Addon n it 
Indictment at Common Law againſt a Soldier, as well 
againſt any other Man in the Kingdom. And as for out 
Liberties, I can ſee no Reaſon why our Soldiers ſhould not 
be as careful of them as any other Sett of Men in the Kung 
dom ; for very few of the Officers, and none of the Soldiers 
can propoſe to better their Condition, but muſt necelſar boy | 
make it a great deal worſe, by ſubjecting themſelves any 
their Country to Arbitrary Sway. ich | 
Now, Sir, with reſpe& to the preſent Situation of r fe 
Affairs both at Home and Abroad, and the Reaſons tha X 
may from thence be drawn for keeping the ſame Num 
of Forces ig our Pay, at leaſt for this enſuing Year; what Apenſi 
ever may have been the Effect of our late Meaſures, * 
certain, that if the late Peace between the Emperor u 
France be not ſuch a one as it ought to be, it is ſo far from be 
ing an Argument for reducing our Army, that it is a ſtrong 
Argument for increaſing it; tor if by that Peace the 1" ny 
peror and France entered into any Concert for preſcribin0liuy of 
Laws to the reſt of Europe, or for incroaching upon * 
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{their Neighbours, now is the proper Time for break- Amo 10. G., 
that Concert, either by Force or by Treaty, becauſe II. 1736-7. 
| or is not now in a Condition to perform his Part 


* E | | 
| 2 or at leaſt not in ſuch a Condition as he will 


iter he has brought the Turks to ſubmit to what Terms 
Þ all pleaſe to impoſe. If immediate Force ſhould be 
d neceſſary, we mult greatly increaſe our Army; and if 
hould be propoſed to be done by Treaty, by reducing 
ir Part of our Forces, we ſhall derogate from the Weight 
„ may have in any Treaty to be ſet on Foot for that Pur- 
ae But if there is really no ſuch Conoert between the 
and France, as I believe there is not, have we not 
ge Reaſon to apprehend that France and her Allies will 
u hold of the preſent Opportunity for gaining ſome new 
urzntage, or for making ſome new Conqueſt, from the 
leur, or from ſome of his Allies? And while we are 
ner ſuch reaſonable Apprehenſions, can it be ſaid the 
ent is a proper Time for us to reduce our Army? 

We are not, *tis true, Sir, to keep a Land Army for the 
rence of our Allies, nor do any of them defire we 
dal: They are all of them at vaſt Expence in keeping 
pzumerous Land Armies, and fortifying and keeping in 
mir their Frontier Towns, in order to provide for their 
m Defence ; but we ſtand engaged by Treaty to furniſh 
me of them with a Body of Regular Troops as ſoon as 
key ſhall be attacked, and this Engagement we could net 
orm, it we ſhould reduce our Army to a leſs Number 
kun it conſiſts of at preſent. I ſhall likewiſe admit that 
might in a Year or two appear with great Armies in the 
ed, tho* we had not near ſo many Regular Troops in 
a Pay as we have at preſent ; but in that Time ſome of 
* Allies might be reduced to the laſt Extremity, and per- 
aps obliged to ſabmit to a Peace on any Terms. We all | 
ty how eafily and how ſoon France reduced the whole f 
dom of Spain after the Death of their laſt King; 

ch could nok have been done; if we had been ready to 

we ſent a great Number of Regular Troops to the Aſſiſt- 

Ke of the Party we had then in that Kingdom: By this 

mer ans the following War became much more heavy and 

what wenſive than it would otherwiſe have been; ſo that we 

„ UT ſeverely for the little Frugality we made uſe of in te- 

ng our Troops after the Treaty of Ryſvick ; and if ever 

m be Kh a War breaks out again, the Conſequence will be the 

"_ 5 ff we ſhould render ourſelves unable to aſſiſt our 

* nends with a large Body of Troops, at the very Begin - 

bing Wof the War, | ot iy A” OR 

e. LV, M m Thus; 
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our People uneaſy and diſcontented; and I muſt be the n 
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Situation of our Affairs Abroad, no Reaſon can be draw; 
for an immediate Reduction; and from the preſent Situaticr 
of our Affairs at Home, there is I am ſure as little Rea 
for a Reduction; for let the national Diſcontents at preſes 
proceed from what they will, when thoſe Diſcontents 
come ſo great a Length as to break out in Mobs and T 
mults in ſeveral Places of the Kingdom, it is not furely 
proper Time to make a great Reduction of our Army, 
am as ſorry as any Gentleman can be, to find ſo many 


ſorry, becauſe I am certain they never had leſs Occafn 
It is not the Debt we owe, it is not the Taxes we pay, n 
the Continuance of thoſe Taxes, that are the true Cauſes 
our preſent Diſcontents. The Debt we owe was contrafle 
for preſerving our Religion, our Liberties, our Propertis 
and every Thing that can be dear to a People. Our Tax 
mult be continued till that Debt is paid, and our immedi 
Preſervation muſt in the mean Time be taken care of, R 
this Purpoſe no Expences have been incurred, but what ü 
Wiſdom of the Nation hath thought abſolutely neceſl 
nor any Taxes impoſed or continued but ſuch as are the le 
burdenſome to the People. We muſt- therefore look fon 
where elſe for the Caufs of our preſent Uneaſineſs, aud 
well known where we ought to look for it, There 
Party amongſt us who have been labouring for many Yea 
to overturn our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment ; they can a 
— of no Debt that has been contracted, nor of 
'Taxes that have been or ſhall be impoſed for the Suppe 
that Eſtabliſhment they are labouring to deſtroy : By Me 
of the Scribblers and other Tools they imploy, they ba 
perſuaded Multitudes of People, that our Debt was un! 
ceſſarily incurred, and that a great Part of it might h 
been paid off, and the Taxes conſequently aboliſhed, i 
had not every Year, for many Years paſt, run 
a vaſt public Expence, for which there was not the it 
Occaſion ; like petty-fogging Lawyers, who always i 
Fault with an honeſt Attorney's Bill, in order to pe 
the Client to leave him and employ them; and a3 K 
Men are themſelves good Judges of the Caſe, ſuch. Pet 
foggers too often ſucceed ; but when they do, the Cle 
always finds his Lawyer's Bills more extravagant, and | 
Affairs at laſt entirely ruined, The Caſe would be the fu 
with this Nation, if ever that Party ſhould prevail. I 
they never will. However it muſt be confeſſed, it 1 W 
known, that by Means of the daily, weekly, monthly, 

occaſional Libels they publiſh, and by Means of 9 N 
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Ontors they have in every Place of public Refort, they une . 
ure poiſoned the Minds of many of his Majeſty's re II — 4 
a which their late Succeſs is chiefly to be aſcribed to the. 
Law lately paſſed againſt the Retail of Spirituous Liquor:: 
or tho every Man of Virtue or Senſe in the Kingdom muſt 
prove of that Law, yet it is certainly difagreeable to the 
byer Claſs of People, of which our Mobs are generally 
compoled. This Law I ſay, Sir, this moſt neceſſary Law 
us added greatly to the Succeſs of the diſaffected Party 
mongit us: Nay it has made them ſo daring as to dire&t | 
deir Libels againſt the Parliament itſelf: They have of late 
gen attempted to diminiſh that Veneration which our Peo- 
ge have always moſt juſtly had for Parliaments ; but this I 
im no way ſurpriſed at; for that Party have never ſhewed | 
wy great Liking to Parliaments ; and if we ſhould diſband | F 
wy great Part of our Army, they would probably ſhew _ 
deir Diſlike in a Manner more effeQtual, or at leaſt more a 
dangerous, than that of Writing or Talking. EY 

There may perhaps, Sir, be ſome Soldiers in our Army | 
vo would be glad to be diſcharged, but I am ſure there are 
tot many, unleſs it ſhould be with a View of getting new 
len- Money in a little Time after; and if they ſhould be 
tiappointed in that View, they would liſt with the Diſ- 
contented for nothing. But, Sir, if we ſhould in a Time 
of general Diſcontent, and when Inſurrections are juſtly to 
e apprehended, offer to diſband any of our Soldiers, there 
re many who would defire to be diſcharged, not with a 
View to return to Labour and Induſtry, but with a View to 
pin whoever ſhould appear in Arms againſt the Govern- 
nent; for among Rebels, a diſciplined Soldier may expect 
b be made a Serjeant or Corporal at leaſt z and every Ser- 
fant would expect to be made an Officer. Chelſea Hoſpital 
ould receive but very few of the Diſbanded ; it could not 
Receive one half of thoſe who would expect to be put upon 
that Eſtabliſhment ; and thoſe who found themſelves diſ- 
pointed, would certainly imitate their Betters, they would 
pin with the DiſaffeRed ; ſo that in every Light we can 
wnfder it, a preſent Reduction would be a diminiſhing the 
ber of the Government to preſerve the Peace of the 
Kingdom, and an increaſing the Power of the Diſaffected 
o diturb the Quiet of the People; and that at a Time 
Wien the Power of the latter has been, by a moſt neceſſary 
lay, greatly increaſed. In a little Time, perhaps in a few 
Menths, theſe Diſcontents may ſubſide z the lower-Claſs of 
ur People will find they can live without the Uſe of 
Pirituous Liquors, and that they live more healthfully than 


th them; they will then join with the reſt of the King- 
M m 2 dom 


Inno 10. Gee. dom in their Approbation of that Law, and then a Redugiy 
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II. 1736-7.. will not be ſo dangerous as it is at preſent. '' ' po 
| Sir, I have already ſhewn why any Army under a luft _ 
e | and regular Government, can never be ſuppoſed to bebe hall 
in the ſame manner the Army did under Oliver Crone! dur 
and if any Attempts ſhould. be made to undermine « {ve 
Conſtitution by means of thoſe Maxims we have | T 
frightened with, the Parliament would interpoſe, the Arn ig 
Itſelf would mutipy againſt ſuch Maxims ; but I cannot { arri 
why we have at preſent any Reaſon for being afraid of fac f. 
Maxims; for I am ſure no Man will pretend his Majef gels 
would; or could be prevailed on to caſhier any Officer & te 9 
voting or behaving according to Honour and Conſcience j | 
The Behaviour of an Officer may be influenced by Malie bis 2 
Revenge, and Faction, under the Pretence of Honour a phe! 
Conſcience ; and if ever any Officer of the Army, beca zz; 
his Majeſty refuſed to comply with ſome very unreajonab 8 
Demand, ſhould reſolve to oppoſe in every Thing the Me: I 
ſures purſued by his Majeſty and his Miniſters, I ſhou befor 
think any Man a moſt pitiful Miniſter, if he ſhould be aſni 12 
of — his Majeſty to caſhier ſuch an Officer. On th y th 
contrary, I ſhall leave it as a Legacy to all future Miniſte ind 
that upon every ſuch Occaſion it is their Duty to adviſe tei Nati 
Maſter, that ſuch a Man is unfit for having any Commar de! 
in his Armies. Our King has by his Prerogative a Powell tis ! 
of placing, preferring, and removing any Officer he plez (uef 
either in our Army or our Militia : It is by that Prerog whic 
tive chiefly, he'is enabled to execute our Laws * 1M 
the Peace of the Kingdom: If a wrong Uſe ſhould be na Righ 
of that Prerogative, his Miniſters are accountable for itt ever 
Parliament; but it cannot be taken from him or diminiſe his C 
without overturning our Conſtitution ; for our preſent hapy your 
Conſtitution may be overturned by Republican as wells! tare, 

| Arbitrary Schemes. Therefore it mult be left to his v ne ti 
jeſty to judge by what Motives an Officer acts, and it s 
thinks an Officer acts from bad Motives, in Duty to! belt / 
People, in Duty to himſelf, he ought to remove him. cauſe 
The only Queſtion, Sir, now before us is, Whether them, 
ought to keep up the preſent Number of Forces for ve 
enſuing Year ? Next Year the ſame Queſtion mult a} fore F 
come before us, and then every Gentleman may again & to. 
as he pleaſes. There may be Reaſons peculiar to the pal wani 
ſent Time, I think I have ſhewn ſome very ſufficient a T 
peculiar Reaſons for keeping up the ſame Number for 088 bled, 
enſuing Year. In ſo doing [am ſare I have done M the 
Duty ; and if the Nation ſhould be inſulted and invade — 


by Foreigners; if a Civil War ſhould break out, Pa 
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nefolation and Murder over the whole Iſland ; if the - 4m 10. Gee, 
ies ſhould prevail, and our Religion, our Liberties, and II. 1736-7. 
ur Properties ſhould be thereby rendered precarious ; I 
tall have ſome Conſolation in this Reflection, that I en- 

as much as I could to prevent our expoſing our- 
{ves to ſuch Miſeries. 

The Queſtion being at laſt put upon the Motion for keep- Diwiſſon 246, 
yg up the ſame Number of Troops, it was upon a Diviſion 178. 
artied in the Affirmative by 246 to 178. | 

February 23. Mr. Pultney niade a Motion for an Ad. Motion for an 
tres to be preſented to his Majeſty, that his Majeſty would Addreſs to his 
de glaciouſly pleaſed to ſettle 100,000 Pounds a Year upon Majeſty to ſet- 
lis Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales; the Subſtance of le 100,000 
is and the other Speeches, as well in the Houſe of Peers, Pounds a 
where the ſame Addreſs was moved for the ſame Day, Year upon the 
gas as follows : | Prince of 

SIR» . Wale. 

] have a Matter of the higheſt Importance to lay 
tefore you, a Matter which chiefly concerns one of the Argument for 
reateſt and moſt illuſtrious Perſons in the Kingdom; but the Motion ; 
u the Well-being of the Nation depends upon his Welfare Speakers, 
nd Happineſs,” therefore I muſt juſtly ſay, the whole Mr. Paltney, 
Nation is deeply concerned in the Affair I am now to take Sir Fohn 
the Liberty of laying before you ; and as the Parliament is Barnard, 
tis Majeſty's firſt and chief Council, there can be no Mr. Hedges, 
Ceion of a Nature too high for our Conſideration ; for L4 Baltimore, 
which Reaſon every Gentleman, who has the Honour to be Mr. Waller, 
Member of either Houſe of Parliament, has not only a Sir William 
Right, but is in Duty bound to lay before the Houſe what- Windhame, 
ee! he thinks may affect the Happineſs or the Honour of Mr. Herbert, 
tis Country, The Affair I am now going to propoſe for Mr. Pr, 
jour Conſideration is, indeed, an Affair of ſo high a Na- Mr. Gybbon, 
tre, that J ſhould not of my own Head have taken upon Mr. Lyte/ton, 
ne to have mentioned it to you; but I have commũnicated Mr. Green- 
ny Sentiments to ſeveral Perſons of the greateſt Rank and ville, 
bel Abilities in the Kingdom, Perſons with whom I ſhould Mr. Bootle, 
ciuſe to live, with whom I ſhould chuſe to die; and all of Sir Willifred 
lem, I find, are of the ſame Sentiments with me: They Lawy/on, 
xe all of Opinion, it is an Affair which ought to be laid be- Sir Jobn 
fore Parliament, therefore I ſhall take upon me to mention Rufhout, 
to you, and to make you a Motion which I hope will be Mr. Henry 
manimouſly agreed to. Bathurſt, 

he Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſem- Mr. Noel. 

iel, have not only an undoubted Right to make ſuch Grants Sir Thomas 
they think are neceſſary for the Honour and Welfare of Sander/on, 
the Nation, and to appropriate thoſe Grants to the Uſes for Mr. Frederick, 
Mich they intend them, but likewiſe, Sir, they have a 

Right 


10. Geo, Right to follow thoſe Grants, to examine into the Abe 
II. 1736.7. cation of them, and to puniſh thoſe who ſhall be h] 
use milapplied them. Nay farther, they may anne, 
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their Grants ſuch Conditions as they think prope; 
and if thoſe Conditions ſhould not be per * 
the Occaſions for which the Grants were made ſhoald ces 
they may reſume them, or may direct their being apple 
to Uſes of a quite different Nature. This, I fay, is theg 
doubted. Right of the Commons of Great Britaiz 
therefore, if any Money formerly granted by 
has not been applied, or has not been properly applied, 
the Uſe for which it was intended by Parliament, we h 
not only a Right, but it is our Duty to examine into it, u 
to direct, that for the future, it may duly, and in the moll: 
per Manner, be applied to that Uſe for which it was gn 
Aſter having thus mentioned to you, Sir, one of the me 
undoubted Rights of Parliament, I ſhall next take Noti 
that by an ancient and moſt reaſonable Maxim in our Cut 
ſtitution, the Prince of Wales, the eldeſt Son of the Kit 
and Heir apparent to the Crown, ought to be made as Fro 
and Independent as any other Subject whatever; and f 
that Purpoſe he ought not only to have a Proviſion ſuffice 
for ſupporting the Dignity and Grandeur of his high Bir 
but that Proviſion ought to be ſettled upon him in ach 
Manner as to put it out of the Power of any Perſon to di 
appoint him of it: Not only his Title to it ought to] 
made as firm and irrevocable, as any other private Title i 
the Kingdom can be, but he ought at leaſt, as ſoon as 
comes to be of the Age of Fourteen, to be put into the ad 
and immediate Poſſeſſion, This has always been held u 
eſtabliſhed Maxim in this Kingdom, and we find our Parli 
ments have often interpoſed, and have taken upon them 
enforce the Obſervance of this Maxim. Upon his lat 
Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the Throne, the Parlume 
was then ſo ſenſible of the Utility and Reaſonablenels « 
this Maxim, that they granted a very large Addition to 
Civil Lift Red enue, in order that an honourable and a fu 
ficient Proviſion might be ſettled upon his preſent Maj 
who then was Prince of Wales ; and it having been om 
during his late Majeſty's Reign that the Civil Lift Kt 
venue particularly appropriated for maintaining the Honou 
and Dignity of the Crown was too ſmall, therefore a Ve 
large new Addition was granted by the firſt Parliament « 
his preſent Majeſty's Reign, in order that he might b 
enabled to continue the ſame Proviſion for the prel 
Prince of Vales, which he himſelf had enjoy'd in the LF 
time of his Father, From all which I muſt c - 
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x Motion I am to make, for havi 


ed npon Law, upon 'Equity, Wiſdom 
ood Poli 8 e | | 
But before I make my Motion, give me Leave, Sir, to 
eguire ly into theſe ſeveral Foundations : And to 

in with the laſt, I ſhall ſhew from many undoubted Au- 
yories, that the Prince of Wales has always had, and ought 
phare, a ſufficient Proviſion ſettled upon him, in ſuch a 
luunner as to render him as independent of the Crown as 
wy other Subject can be. To recount all the Precedents 
tat occur in our Hiſtories and Records, would take up too 
mach of your Time, and therefore I ſhall take Notice only 
i ſome of the moſt remarkable. King Henry III. ted 
p his eldeſt Son Edward, after King Edward I. the Dutchy 
od Guienne, before he was fourteen Years of Age, and the 
Voment the Prince was married, he not only confirmed his 
ener Grant by a new Patent, but likewiſe granted him, 
ud put him in Poſſeſſion of, the Earldom of _Chefter, the 
(ities and Towns of Briſtol, Stamford and Grantham, with 
feral other Caſtles and Manors, created him Prince of 
Van, to which he annexed all the conquered Lands in 
tat Principality, and appropriated him Lieutenant Go- 
remor of Ireland, tho* he was then but juſt turned of Four- 
tr; all which was done, as the Hiſtorians expreſs it, ut ma- 
ru ad res graviores gerendas expertus redderetur. By this 
Ceneroſit/ and Benevolence of the King towards his eldeſt 
u, that Prince was early in his Youth eſtabliſhed in a State 
« Independency and Grandeur, and thoſe paternal Favours 
wre afterwards fully repaid by that illuſtrious and moit 
tmic Prince, for he afterwards proved his Father's chief 
ud only Support. Every one knows how by his Courage 
ud Conduct at the Battle of Ee hm he relieved his Father 
of the Hands of his Enemies, and reſtored his Affairs 
er they were brought into a moſt deſperate State. Nay, 
w only the King himſelf, but the Nation reaped ſignal 
benefit from the free and independent Circumſtances in 
Rich that King had ſo early placed his eldeſt Son. A State 
« Independency naturally ennobles and exalts the Mind 
« Man; and the Effects of it were moſt conſpicuous in this 
vie and brave Prince, for he afterwards became the Glory 
« Exland, and the Terror of Europe. 

The next Precedent I ſhall take Notice of is, That of 
Tuard the Black Prince, upon whom Edward III. his 
ker, ſettled at different Times the Earldom of Chefeer, 
de Dutchy of Corrwedl, the Principality of Wales, the 
Duchy of Guienne, and the Princi pality of Aquitain, Tha - 

wiſe 


a a ſufficient Proviſion A 10. Gee. 
atled _ his Royal Highneſs the Prince of ales, is a II. 1736-7. 
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. 10. Geo, wiſe and great King, Sir, was ſo ſenſible of the Reaſonable 
II. 1736-7. neſs of the ancient Maxim ef England, with regard do the 
WY WW King's eldeſt-Son, that he took Care every future Printe 

Wales ſhould have ſomething to depend on, i of 
his Father, from the very Moment of his Birth; forwhich 
Purpoſe he ſettled by Act of Parliament the Dutchy of Cn 
wall in ſuch a Manner, that the King's eldeſt Son, and Heir 
apparent of the Crown, has ever fince been Duke of 
Gornwall as ſoon as born, and without any new ,Grant 
from the King, from whence has riſen the common Pro- 
verb, Natus eftl, non datus, dux Cornubiæ. Some of the 
later Grants of that King might, indeed, proceed from the 
great perſonal Merit of the Son ; but the firſt Grants could 
not proceed from any ſuch Conſideration ; they could pro- 
ceed only from his own Wiſdom, and from the genen 
Maxim I have mentioned ; for the Prince was not three Years 
old when his Father ſettled upon him by Patent the Earl. 
dom of Chefter, he was but ſeven Years old when Cormual 
was erected into a Dutchy, and ſettled upon him as by Ad 
of Parliament as beforementioned, and he was but thirten 
when the Principality of Vales was ſettled upon him. Soon 
after that time, indeed, his perſonal Merit began to appear: 
But how came it to appear? Its early Appearance did pro- 
ceed, and could only proceed from his Father's having put 
him ſo early into an independent Situation, and from his 
having employ'd him in, and inured him to the Study of 
weighty Affairs, at an Age when moſt Princes are induftri 
ouſly taught to think of nothing but Baubles and Toys. 
The ſame Conduct, Sir, that wiſe King obſerved during 
that brave Prince's Life : He was continually heaping Fs. 
yours upon the Prince his Son, and the Prince Was cont 
nually repaying them with glorious Acts of Gratitude and 
filial Duty. When he was ſeventeen, he fully repaid all 
former Favours, by having the chief Share in the Vitor 
obtained over the French at the famous Battle of Criſp. 
In the 24th or 25th Year of this Prince's Age, the King 
inveſted him with the Dutchy of Gzienne, which new Favocr 
he ſoon after repaid by ſending the King of France home 
Priſoner to his Father, after having defeated and taken hun 
at the memorable Battle of Peictiert. And in the tu 
thirtieth Year of that Prince's Age, a great Part of Franc 
baving been conquered and ſubdued by his Valor, de 
King his Father erected Guienne, Gaſcony, and ſeveral other 
Provinces of France, into a Principality under the Name d 
the Principality of Aquitain, with which he inveſted the 
Prince his Son: This new Favour likewiſe the Prince foot 
repaid by carrying the Glory of the Ei Arms un 
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Pair, and replacing Peter upon the Throne of Caſtile; af. h 10, Cas. 
— defeated the Uſurper Henry at the Battle. of Ne. II. — 34 
1e in that Kingdom ; for all which glorious Victories, 
ad many other great Services done to his native Country, 
de Nation was fo grateful to his Memery, that immediately 
ther his Death, or at leaſt as ſoon as their Grief for the 
[ok of ſo brave a Prince would give them Leave, the Houfe 
Connors addreſſed the King to create his Son Prince of 
Far; and Duke of Cornwell, which that wiſe King im- 
elite y agreed to; for his Grandſon being then Heir ap- 
t to the Crown, he became intitled, by the Maxim [ 
mentioned, to an independent Settlement ; but as he 
m not the King's eldeſt Son, he had no Pretence from any 
mer Precedent to the Principality of Wales, and his Right 
y the late Act to the Datchy of Cornwall was thought to 
| doubtful by the Lawyers of that Age, the Lawyers be- 
ig then, it ſeems, as dexterous at ſtarting Doubts and Seru 
ies as the Lawyers of the Age we now live in. 

Give me Leave, Sir, to mention one other Precedent, 
ſut of Prince Henry, afterwards the glorious King Henry 
J. whom his Father Henry IV. in the very firſt Year of 
bs Reign, created Prince of Fals, Duke of Cornwall, 
wd Earl of Cheſter, tho the Prince was then but twelve 
fears of Age; all which Grants were recorded upon the 
hrlament's Requeſt, in order to prevent any Poſſibility of 
t Revocation ; and tho' that King was naturally of a jea- 
bus and a ſuſpicious Temper, yet we find, during his 
mole Reign, he was every now and then making new 
Grants to the Prince his Son, even tho' he was ſometimes 
miciouſly made to believe, the Prince was conſpiring againſt 
um, This Prince, *tis true, fell into ſome Exceſſes inci- 
ten to Youth and Idleneſs, but from the firſt Part of his 
lie, and from his Conduct after he became King, we may 
Age that thoſe Exceſſes were rather owing to his Father's 
falouſy than to his own natural Temper; for when he was 
bt about ſixteen, he by his Valour contributed greatly to 
bs Father's Victory over the Rebels at Shrewfbury, and the 
ry next Year having been entruſted with the Command 
u bis Father's Army againſt the Rebels in Wales, by his 
Undutt and Courage, he gave them two ſignal Defeats, by 
rich he gained ſo much Eſteem, that the King his Father, 

a his own natural and unhappy Temper, and not from 
A undutiful Behaviour in his Son, began to grow jealous 
bim, and therefore never afterwards employ'd him in any 
Polic Affairs; ſo that the Exceſſes he fell into probably 
Pocteded from the Idleneſs of his Life, and the Activity of 
is Genius, or perhaps rather from a Deſign of removing 
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1e 10. Ceo. from his Father all future Occaſions of Jealouſy. Thi, 
II. 1736-7. indeed, ſeems to be confirmed, or at leaſt rendered the mol 
robable Conjecture. by his Conduct after he became King 

bh immediately upon his Acceſhon, he baniſhed from his 

Preſence all the Companions and ſycophant Upholders of 

his former Debauches, and became one of the greateſt, and 

one of the moſt glorious Kings that ever ſat upon the I. 

wg 3 3 IS 

ut, Sir, tis quite ur to mention particularly all 

the Examples that could be brought of the great and irrer 

cable Proviſions that have been made for. the eldeſt Sons of 

our Kings. We have not, tis true, had many Princes that 

have come to Man's Eſtate in the Life-time of their F 

thers, but every one of them that has done ſo, has had ar 

independent Settlement made upon him long before he wil 

of Age. Nay, even the preſumptive Heirs of the Crom 

have always had an independent Settlement made upor 

them, generally as ſoon as they began to be the preſumptive 

Heirs of the Crown: For Proof of this I need bring nc 

other Example than that of the late King Janes II. whe 

Duke of York, and that of the late Queen Anne when Prit 

ceſs of Denmark; for the Duke of York had a great Sets 

ment made upon him by Parliament, ſoon after the Reſta 

ration, tho' he was but preſumptive Heir of the Crown 

his Brother King Charles being then in a Capacity of having 

Children, who would have given him a more effeQual Ex 

cluſion than could ever be attained by Parliament, till hi 

own ridiculous Meaſures put it in their Power; and the l 

Queen Anne, when Princeſs of Denmark, had likewiſe 

great Settlement made upon her by Authority of Parlu 

ment, tho King William and Queen Mary were both the 

alive, and in a Capacity of having Children; ſo that ti 

| Princeſs Arne, when that Settlement was made, was butt! 
3 preſumptive Heir of the Crown. | 
From theſe Precedents it appears, Sir, that the Marit 
of having an independent Proviſion ſettled upon the app 

| rent or preſumptive Heir of the Crown, is a Maxim whi 
has always been obſerved in this Nation; and that the P 

lament may interpoſe for that Purpoſe, I ſhall likewiſe 

from ſeveral Precedents. I have already mentioned to e 

the Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons in Favour of E 

cvard the Black Prince's eldeſt Son, therefore I ſhall proce 

| to mention ſome others of a late Date. In the firſt Year 
| King Henry IV. the Lerds and Commons, upon props 
f Motions for that Purpoſe, deſired of the King that his e 
deft Son, Prince Henry, might be created Prince of Walt 
: Duke of Cornarail, and Earl of Chefter, and 3 the fam 
arliamer 
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4d Creation, might be enrolled and enter'd upon Record, 
« 20 Article agreed upon by Parliament; both which that 
Log immediately complied with ; for as he had been called 
aby the People, and raiſed to the Throne by the Parlia- 
gent, he had ſo juſt a Senſe of the Obligations he lay un- 
&r both to his People and Parliament, as not to refuſe any 
at Requeſt they coald make. In the Reign of Henry VI. 
be Parliament not only took Care to have the Principality 
Vals ſettled upon Prince Edward, eldeſt Son of the 
Ing, but likewiſe declared and aſcertained the particular 
Uns that were to be allowed for his Table, till he came 
v be of the Age of Fourteen, when he was to be put in 
fefion of the whole Revenues of the Principality of 
ala, Dutchy of Cornwall, and County Palatine of Chefter. 
And but lately, in the Beginning of the Reign of King 
Filiam and Queen Mary, the Houſe of Commons reſolved 
v addreſs their Majeſties to make a Settlement on the Prin- 
a Hane of Denmark, who was then but preſumptive Heir 
o the Crown; which Reſolution does not, tis true, ſeem 
v have been very agreeable to the Court, with regard to 
the Sum at firſt propoſed, but the Right the Parliament had 
to preſent ſuch an Addreſs was ſo far from being contro- 
rented, that after the Diſpute about the Sum was ſettled, 
men the Courtiers themſelves joined, the next Seſſion, in 
lie Reſolution fot that Purpoſe, which plainly evinces'the 
tover and the Duty of Parliament, with reſpect to theit 
uirefing for having a ſufficient Proviſion ſettled indepen- 
tently upon the Heir Apparent or Preſumptive of the 
Conn, and conſequently will from Precedent juſtify the 
Motion 1 am to make 
Now, Sir, with reſpe& to Wiſdom and good Policy, 
tat of having the Heir apparent to the Crown bred up 
a2 State of Grandeur and Independency, is certainly a 
Maxim of great Uſe in all Countries, but in a free Country 
13 abſolutely neceſſary. A free and generous Education 
ads greatly to open the Mind, to endow it with noble and 
dent Sentiments, and to ſhut out all mean, narrow, and 
kin Views ; therefore it is the only proper Education for 
ae who is by his Birth to have the chief Rule over any 
"le; but for one who is to have the chief Rule 
"er a free People, ſuch an Education becomes — 
Eceſſary ; for, beſides the Advantages already mentioned, 
iPrince who has lived in a State of Freedom and Indepen- 
cy defore he begins his Reign, thereby learns how to be 
Nn 2 a 


\lament the Commons peritioned the King that the Char- Arno 10. Ces 
» of the ſaid Principality and Earldom, and an Act of the II. 1 


736-7- 


Lane to. Ces; 2 dutiful and ebedient Subject, without being an abje&.$ 


H. 1736-7. 


e * he comes to know the true Value of it, from whe; 


cauſe he knows he cannot without great Danger aim at tl 


expreſsly declared, that by giving due Honours to th 
Prince, the Throne was eſtabliſhed, and the Royal — 
| | ho 
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and by taſting in his Youth the Sweets of fuch a delicic 


e muſt neceſſarily conclude his Subjects will not eafily p; 
with it, and therefore, when he comes to mount th 
Throne, he not only knows how to: exact a dutiful Oh 
dience without expecting a ſaviſh Submiſſion, but he wi 
in common Prudence content himſelf with the former, be 


latter. Such a Prince will always be ſure of being ve 
ſerved, becauſe he can with Patience receive an honeſt and 
free Advice from his Miniſters and Favourites: He will nc 
take it ill to be even controuled by his Council ar his Parli 
ment ; whereas a Prince educated in Slavery, and advance 
to Power, being unacquainted with. any Sort of Submiſic 
but that he has himſelf been bred to, is apt to look up 
every honeſt Freedom as a Mark of Diſreſpect or Diſobe 
dience, and as he cannot bear Sincerity, he may expect ne 
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ver to meet with it from any of his pretended Priends e 
Favourites. Thus it appears to be requiſite both for ti uh 
Honour and Proſperity of the Prince who is to reign, at Pri 
for the Eaſe and Happineſs of the People over whom he 2 
to reign, that he ſhould be bred up in a State of Freedot tt 
and Independency. . don 
But farther, Sir, even with. Regard to the King up tte 

the Throne, eſpecially in this Nation, the Grandeur ac Tl 
Independency of his Heir Apparent muſt be of great Servi it 
to him, The Affection and Eſteem which the Heir Ar by 
parent acquires among the People, is ſo far from being daun 
Diſadvantage to the King, that it muſt always be, and } aur 
always been reckoned one of the moſt ſolid Supports « bat 
the Crown, The great and the wiſe King Edward II: 
was ſo far from being jealous of any Glory or Eſteem tha 
Prince his Son might acquire, that in the famous Battle aut 
Cre/jj, he gave his Son the chief Command of that Part q in 
his Army which was to attack the Enemy, in order that | up 
might have the ſole Glory of the Victory, reſerving Rig 
himſelf only the Command of a great Body in ad 
of Accidents; and when Word was brought him. d tit 
his Son was in great Danger, and hardly preſſed by t ts 
Enemy, his Anſwer was, I know my Boy has Courage, i rio 
him but puſh the Enemy, he will certainly conquer : I an lt bela 
to rob him of any Share of that Glory J ſee he is in a fanny ty 
May of obtaining. Such were that King's Sentiments (ro 
and in the Charter of Henn VI. to his Son Edward, it = 
ent 
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; and therefore, by granting the Principality of 4 ro. G 
. County Palatine of Chefler to his Son, he con- II. 736-7. 
fd his own Honour, the Security of the Royal Family, 
the Good of his People, rather than the Prince's Ho- 
ur, From the Behaviour of all our Kings towards their \ 
eſt Sons, we may judge their Sentiments have been the 
ine. They have all been of Opinion, that their eldeſt 
ts ought to live in Grandeur, and that the more Ho- 
war and Eſteem they acquired, the more they added ta 
de Security of the Throne: But how can a Prince live in 
Grandeur, who has nothing of his own, or not a Sufficiency 
p ſabſiſt on? How can a Prince who is in a continual State 
of Dependency, a continual State of Slavery, acquire 
lleem from thoſe who are themſelves free and indepen- 
at? The very ſubmitting tamely to live in ſuch a State, 
uu derogate from his Honour, and render him deſpicable 
f the Eyes of a brave and a free People, which the People 
this Nation, I hope, will for ever continue to be. 

Suppoſe then, Sir, there were no Precedent for having 
t{fuficient and an independent Proviſion ſettled upon the 
Prixce of Wales; ſuppoſe there was no Example of the 
klament's having ever interpoſed for that Purpoſe ; yet 
{ true Wiſdom and Policy require that it ſhould be 
(one, if the making of ſuch a Settlement can contribute to 
tte Honour of the King, to the Security of the Royal Fa- 
ny, and to the Happineſs of the People, it is a Thing 
lat ought to be done; and if it ſhould be unneceſſarily de- 
4d, has not the Parliament a Right, are we not in Ho- 
wur, in Duty, bound to interpoſe, and to adviſe or petition 
ur Sovereign, that it may be done as ſoon as poſlible ? 
bit when we conſider the conſtant Courſe of Proceeding 
n this Particular, when we ſee how often the Parliament 
ks interpoſed, even when this Proviſion was not made 
ut of any Grants from the People, but out of the King's 
un Eſtate, out of the Lands and Revenues properly belong- 
ly to the Crown, can we balance a Moment about our 
Right, can we in Duty to our King, or to that moſt illuſtrious 
ud moſt deſerving Prince his eldeſt Son, delay requeſting 
tizt to be done which ought to have been done long before 
tas Time? Eſpecially now, Sir, that no Part of that Pro- 
nilion is to come out of the Lands or Revenues properly 
longing to the Crown, but is wholly to be taken from a 
ery liberal Grant long ſince made by the People to the 
Crown, and which has been of late greatly increaſed with 
ttis very View, that an honourable and a ſufficient Settle- 
dent might be made upon his Royal Highneſs the Prince 
0 ales as ſoon as the ſame ſhould become neceſſary. hy 
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4 10. Geo, This, Sir, of courſe, leads me to c6nfider the Nam 
II. 1736-7. of that Parliamentary Grant, now called the Civil Lis 
WAYNDS Revenue, from which 'twill appear that what I am now gg. 
ing to propoſe, is founded both upon Law and Equity, It 
ancient Times the Eſtates and Revenues, properly belong 
ing to the Crown, were ſufficient for ſupporting the He 
nour and Dignity of the Crown and Royal Family; d 
People were charged with no Taxes for that Purpoſe, ex 
cept a {mall Cuſtom upon the Importation, and Exportatior 
of Goods and Merchandize : No Grant, no Aid was 
deſired from them, but when ſome extraordinary Expence 
became neceſſary, for defending the Nation againſt Pyr 
or threatned Invaſions, or for, vindicating and ſupporting 
its Honour in ſome Affair of great Conſequence and of ar 
extrordinary Nature; but by the profuſe Liberalities 0 
ſome of our former Kings, and by other Accidents, the pre 
per Eſtate and Revenue of the Crown came at laſt to be 
ſo much diminiſhed, that it was not near ſufficient for ſup 
porting the Honour and Dignity of the Crown and Roy 
Family, and therefore at the Reſtoration of King Charl 
II. the dangerous Tax called Tonnage and Poundage, and 
the more dangerous Tax called Exciſe, were eſtabliſhed 
and granted to that King for his Life; and at the fame 
Time an additional Exciſe was eſtabliſhed, in lieu of the 
Wards and Liveries which were then aboliſhed, and ſettled 
upon that King and his Heirs and Succeſſors for ever 
Which Taxes were partly for what is now called the C 
| Liſt, and the Reſidue for what we now call the Curren 
Service, Several other Taxes were eſtabliſhed in that anc 
the following Reign, and intended for the ſame Purpoſe: 
without diſtinguiſhing or ſpecifying any particular Uſes 
but it having been found that the Money granted by Parlia 
ment was often applied to Purpoſes very different from thol 
intended by Parliament, therefore, after the happy Rev 
lution, which put us in a Condition of rectifying ſome 
former Errors, and removing ſome of our former Gne 
vances, the Cuſtom of appropriating each reſpective Gran 
to its proper Uſe, was introduced and eſtabliſhed; 
from that Time the Revenues granted to the Crown 
Parliament came to be diſtinguiſhed into the Civil Liſt Re 
venue, and the Current Service Revenue ; the former being 
that which was granted and appropriated by Parliament io 
ſupporting the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, a 
providing for the Royal Family ; and the latter, tha 
which was granted and appropriated by Parliament fo 
maintaining our Fleets and Armies, or providing for a 
other extraordinary public Services, 1 
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ated to the Civil Liſt, we muſt examine, Sir, what 
les that Revenue was applied to, immediately after its 
king firſt diſtinctly eſtabliſhed, which was in the Reign of 
te late King William; and we find that, during his whole 
Icign, the Proviſion appointed for the Princeſs Anne of 
amar was always charged upon, and paid out of his Civil 
lit Revenue. Then again, upon his late Majeſty's, happy 
kceſſion to the Throne, the Parliament granted and appro- 
prated to the Civil Liſt. the ſame Taxes and Revenues, 
mich had been granted and appropriated to the Civil 
lu, during the Reign of his Predeceſſor Queen Anne; but 
bs late Majeſty, in his firſt Speech to his Parliament, took 
dice, That the Branches of the Revenue, formerly grant- 
u for the Support of the Civil Government, were ſo far 
numbered and alienated, that the Produce of the Funds 
nich remained, and had been granted to him, would fall 
noch ſhort of what was at firſt deſigned for maintaining 
te Honour and Dignity of the Crown. To which he 
ved, That ſince it was his Happineſs to ſee a Prince of 
Jus, who might in due Time ſucceed him on the Throne, 
i to ſee the Prince bleſſed with many Children, the beſt 
ud moſt valuable Pledges for his Care and Concern for 
ar Poſterity, That mult occaſion an Expence to which the 
Nation had not for many Years been accuſtomed, but ſuch 
1 ſurely no Man would grudge. Do not theſe Words 
bew that his late Majeſty was of Opinion, the Civil Liſt 
leenue was unqueſtionably to be charged with making an 
knourable Proviſion for the the Prince of Wales? And is 
not as apparent, that the Addition granted to the Civil 
lit by Parliament, in conſequence of that Speech, was 
panted with an Intention, that ſuch a Settlement ſhould 
granted out of that Revenue to the Prince of Wales as 
hald be ſufficient for ſupporting the Dignity of his high 
Ind, and the Honour of the Crown of Great Britain, to 
Rick he was Heir apparent? Tis plain his late Majeſty 
zeant fo, and took the Intention of Parliament to be fo ; 
i within ten Days after that Law paſſed, he notified to 
us Parliament, that he had ordered Letters Patent for 
100,000 /, a Year to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of 
4%, from Payment of any Fees or Taxes, and for im- 
Peering the Commiſſioners of Exciſe and Cuſtoms to pay 
y to the Prince, or his Treaſurer, the Produce of 
ih Branches of the Civil Liſt Revenue, as his Majeſty 
A 2ppoint for anſwering that Settlement; by _ 

ls 


ſa order therefore to determine what Branches of the Arno 10. Gen. 
ic Charge were deſigned by Parliament, and ought in II. 1736-7. 
oe Equity to be defray'd out of thoſe Grants ap- x 
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Anno 10. Geo. his Royal Highneſs was rendered ſo abſolutely inden 
II. 1736-7. of the Crown, with reſpe& to his own proper Neven 
that be was not ſo much as obliged to apply to his 
jeſty's Exchequer for the Payment of it: His Reyer, 
could not run in Arrear, even his Majeſty's Chancellor 
the Exchequer could not put him off with that comme 
Excuſe for not anſwering a juſt Demand, That there wn 
no Money in the Exchequer : And I cannot omit tak 
Notice, that at the very ſame Time, in the very (@ 
Seſſion, there was alſo another Act paſled, ; 
his Majeſty to grant to him the Principality of Wales, x 
County Palatine of Che/ter, which were immediately af 
granted to him accordingly. | 
But now, Sir, to come to his preſent Majeſty's haps 
Acceſſion to the Throne, and that Parliament which ei 
bliſhed the large Civil Liſt, now ſettled upon the Crc 
During his late Majeſty's Reign, by reaſon of ſome ve 
extraordinary and uncommon Diſburſements, it had bee 
found, that a Civil Lift Revenue even of 700, ooo /. 
Year, as it had been managed, was not ſufficient to ſuppo 
the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, and to pa 
100,000 /. a Year to the Prince of Wales; for which Re 
ſon ſeveral additional Sums had been granted in d 
Reign to the Civil Lift, amounting in the whole 1 
1,300,000 J. which made the Civil Lift during that Reig 
amount, at an Average, to 803, ooo J. a Year ; therek 
his preſent Majeſty, in his Speech from the Throne, u 
his Parlialiament, He was perſuaded that the Experience « 
paſt Times would prevail upon them to ſhew a due Regu 
to the Honour and Dignity of the Crown; which the! 
liament, without examining into the Reaſous of that p 
Experience, immediately complied with, and ſettled up: 
his preſeat Majeſty for his Life, what the Experience 
Times had ſhewn to be neceſlary, and what had adi 
been given to, tho? not ſettled upon his Father, with d 
remarkable Improvement, that if the Taxes appropriate 
for that -Purpoſe produced more, the Surplus ſhould belc 
to his Majeſty, but if they produced lefs than $800,000 
a Year, the Deficiency ſhould be made good by Parlamen 
which new Improvement ſeems to have had great Iniives 
upon ſome of our Meaſures fince that Time; for it teen 
to have made us endeavour, as much as poſſible, to inc 
the Produce of thoſe Taxes in which the Civil Lift R 
the greateſt Share. Now I would gladly know, what | 
preſent Majeſty meant, or what the Parliament meant, 
the Experience of paſt Times, which was the only Grou 
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for the Reſolution they came to with reſpect to _ 
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: Surely they both meant that an honoutable and a ſufi- 4,,, 10. Ge. 
i oriton for the Priace of Wales ſhould be chargesbie — 
the Civil Liſt Revenue, and upon that only; for the 

Experience of paft Times had ſhewn that 700,000 /. a Year 
4s not ſufficient for ſupporting the Honour and Dignity of 
tie Crown, and for allowing 100,000 J. a Yeat for the 
Priace of Wales 3 but the fame Experience had ſhewn that 
$0,000 /. per Ame. was ſufficient both for the one, and for 
the ot er; and therefore by proceeding upon the Experience 
ef Times, and upon that only, and from thence ſettling 
$0,000 J. a Year for his preſent Majeſty's Civil Lift, both 
bs Majeſty and his Parliament mutt then certainly have 
neant, that out of that Revenue a ſufficient Proviſion ſhould 
te ſettled upon his Royal Highneſs, as ſoon as bis future Cir- 
aniances ſhould require ſuch a Settlement to be made: 
from all which I mult conclude, that the Motion I am to 
uke for this Purpole, is a Motion founded both upon Law 
ud Equity. 

ee Sir, I have now ſhewn that according to Law, 
x:ording to Equity and Conſcience, according to Wiſdom 
ud good Policy, and according to Precedent, his Royal 
Hganeis the Prince of Wales ought to have a Proviſion 
fried upon him, ſufficient for ſupporting the Dignity and 
Grrdeur of his high Birth; and that the Parliament not - 
a bas a Right, but ought to interpoſe, and adviſe his 
Mkjelty to do that which in Law, in Equity, in Wiſdom, 
ws according to Precedent, ought to be done. The next 
wo Quetizons that will naturally occur in this Affair, are, 
Vhen that Settlement ought to be made ? And what may be 
tought a ſufficient Settlement? As to the Time when it 
n o be made: It ought certainly to have been made 
ag before now. The Mind of every Man is formed early 
® is Youth. Thoſe Notions and Sentiments which are 
er imbibed, take deep Root, and are ſeldom or never 
Nen off, If then an independent State can any Way 
@n:ribute to the Improvement of a Prince's Mind, the more 
u be is put into ſuch a State, the better. According to 
di las the conſlant Practice in this Kingdom always been: 
vg Henry III. made a Settlement upon his eldeit Son 
ard atterwards King Edward |. before he was Four- 
wn. Efrard III. made a Settlement upon his eldeit Son, 
Erzerd the Black Prince, betore he was three Years of Age; 
= vithin a few Months after the Death of that Prince, 
te Commons addreſſed the King to make a Sertjement upon 
du Prince's elde Son, who by his Father's Death was 
Na. Heir Apparent ta the Crown. The Poſt Office and 
. L::2nſe Revenues were ſettled by Pariiament upon the 
Vol, IV, Oo | Dake 


Arno 10. Geo. Duke of York, who was but Preſumptivs Heir of the To 
II. 1736-7. within three Years aſter his Brother King C a — 
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Reſtoration, - A Settlement was made —_ Printe 
Anne of Denmark, who was likewiſe but\Preſumptive He; 
of the. Crown, in Parſuance of an Addreſs for that Þ, 
poſe from the Houſe of Commons, the very frft Year, i 
the beginning of the /zcond Year, of the Reign of Kit 
William and Queen Mary. And his late Majelty orders 
Letters Patent for making a Settlement upon the ug 
King, then Prince of Wales, within ten Days aſter the p 
liament had granted him a Fund for that Purpoſe.” In ſhort 
Sir, look over all our Hiſtories, examine all former Pre 
cedents, I believe no Example can be found, where tl 
making of ſuch a Settlement has been ſo long delay'd, 
in the preſent Reign: What may be the Reaſon I fall! 
pretend to determine ; but I am ſure there never wa 
Prince of Wales who better deſerved it, nor a Crown 5 
venue that could better ſpare it. Tt ought, in my Opinic 
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to have been done as ſoon as his Royal Highnejs arrived i © 
England, eſpecially as he was then of full Ape, and, pet 
every one that has the Honour and Happineſs to kur an 
him muſt grant, extremely capable to govern his own / 1 
fairs; and ſince it is not yet done, it is high Time for an 
to take the ſame Liberty former Parliaments have of! 
taken, it is high Time for us to deſire that it may be de (ir 
Now, Sir, with regard to what may be deemed a ſuſicie this 
Settlement for his Roya/ Highneſs, I think there cannot x of t 
perly be any Queſtion about it, becauſe it ſeems to ha bake 
been determined by that Parliament which eſtabliſhed t by! 
Civil Liſt in the late King's Reign, and alſs by that ft) 
liament which eſtabliſhed, and from the Experience de 
Times increaſed, the preſent Civil Liſt Revenue. Both wel in! 
certainly of Opinion, and the latter have, I think, very e. n 
preſsly determined, that his Royal * Highneſs the pr tov 
Prince e Wales was, and ought, to have, at leaſt 200, o00 cont 
a Year ſettled upon him, out of the large Civil Liſt than fully 
then granted; for what elſe could they mean by ſettling d 
Civil Lit Revenue of 800,0004. a Year ? The Exper tie 
of paſt Times, which, as I have faid, was then the ot Tra 
Ground for increaſing that Revenue, had fhewn Wl Tin 
700,000 J. a Year was ſufficient for ſupporting the Honor il! 
and Dignity of the Crown, without inclading what was T 
be allowed the Prince of Wales; and therefore” by then er 
adding to that yearly Sum 100,000 /. a Year more, boo 
granting a Civil Liſt Revenue of 800,000 J. a. Yea! Hap 
leaſt, it muſt be ſuppoſed they meant and intended that Higi 
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gore than what the Experience gf paſt Times has ſhewn to 
E ſufficient for maintaining the Honour and Dignity of the 
ſown, ſhould be ſettled upon the preſent Prince of Wales, 
wides the Principality of ales, Dutchy of Cornwall, 
ad County Palatine of Chefter, in the fame Manner as it 
ul been ſettled upon the t King, while he was 
Prince of Wales : And indeed from the very Nature of the 
Thing we are to judge ſo ; for what Reaſon could they 
hen think of, or what Reaſon can now be aſſigned, why the 

Prince of Wales ſhould live in leſs Grandeur than his 
ther did whilſt he was Prince of Wales, or why the ſame 
Grandeur might be ſapported at a leſs Expence than had 
ben before neceſſary ? I can think of no Reaſon but one, 
dich is, That the Nation is not ſo rich as it was former- 
V This, indeed, may at laſt come to be a Reaſon 
fr diminiſhing the Allowance or Settlement for the Prince 
Valet; and it is a Reaſon for which, I am ſorry to fay it, 
[think there is too good a Foundation; but then it is a Rea- 
in for diminiſhing every other Article of the public Ex- 
pence, eſpecially that belonging to the Civil -Liſt ; and I 
an far from thinking the Proviſion for the Prince of Wales 


k the firſt we ought to begin with; for if any judgment 


an be formed from the Experience of paſt Times, 100,000 /. 
1 Year, beſides the now exhauſted Revenues of Wales, 
(rruall, and Cheſter, is the leaſt Proviſion we can as yet 
link of allowing for ſupporting the Dignity and Grandeur 
of the Heir Apparent to our Crown. I ſhall therefore 
ke it for granted, till I hear it contradicted, that it is now 
ng Time the Proviſion for the Prince of Wales ſhould be 
kttled in the uſual Way, and that 100,000 J. a Year out of 
tte Civil Liſt is the leaſt Proviſion we can ſuppoſe neceſſary, 
ud the leaſt the Parliament that eſtabliſhed the preſent Ci- 
i Li deſigned he ſhould have: Theſe two Points 1 ſhall 
wy, I ſay, take for granted; but it both, or either be 
ontroverted, I ſhall beg Leave to explain myſelf more 
fly upon this Head, unleſs ſome other Gentleman who is 
the fame Opinion with me, and more capable of giving 
tie Reaſons for his Opinion, riſes up, and faves me that 
Trouble. For this Reaſon I ſhall not now take up your 
Tine with enlarging farther upon theſe two Queſtions, but 
all take the Liberty to make you this Motion, 

That an humble Addreſs be prefented to his Majeſty to 
pres the juſt Senſe this Houſe has of his Majeſty's great 
broineſs and tender Regard for the laſting Welfare and 
Heprineſs of his People, in the Marriage of his Royal 

'gunels the Prince of Wales ; and as this Houſe cannot 
Ti: any Opportunity of ſhewing their Zeal and Regard 

Us 2 for 


Anno 10. Cen. 
II. 1736-7. 
3 


Aune 10 Geo. for his Majeſty's Honour and the Preſperity ae! 
II. 1736-7. mily, hambly to beſcech his Majeſty, that in c | 
of the high Rank and Dignity of their Royal Hig 
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the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, and their many e 
Virtues and Merits, he would be graciouſly — 2 

tle 100, ooo J. a Year on the Prince of Wales, out of d 
Revenues chearfully granted to his Majeſty, for the Ex 
nces of his Civil Government, and better fi 
_— of the Crown, and for enabling his Maj 
make an honourable Provifion for his Royal Family in 
ſ:me Manner his Majeſty enjoy'd it before bis happy Ac 
ceſſion to the Throne; and alſo hambly to beſcech his 
jeſty to ſettle the like Joinrare on her Royal Highneſs 
Princeſs of Wales, as her Majeſiy bad when ſhe was Prizes 
of Wales ; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this Houſe wil 

enable him efteftualiy to pertorm the fame, as 

more conduce to the ſtrengthning his Majeſty's Gore 
ment, than honourab.y ſupporting the Dignity of t 
Rozal Highneſs, from whom we hope to fee a numero 
Iſlue, to deliver down the Bleflings of his M-jeliy's Ret 
to lateſt Poſterity 
I know, Sir, that ſeveral! Arguments may be made uſe 
agiinſt this lotion, Arguments which may ſeem to be « 
Dignity and Weight. becauie they can come frum note be 
ſuch as are in, high Stations, who for that Reaſon ought 
ver to oppoſe what is Juſt and Henourabie, and much let 
ought they upon any Occaſion to make ule of weak « 
triflng Oojections. By tuch Perſons it may be 1 
the preſenting of ſuch an Addreis will be a fort of i 
meddling in the domeſtic Affair betwet n Father and & 
which the Parliament has no l itle, nor ever ooght to 
termeddle wita upon any OccBn: But, Sir. I molt be 
Leave to inſiſt upon it, that our preſenting ſuch an Aαẽmů ; 
cannot be called intermeddling in any Affairs either | 
or private ; it is only offering Advice to our Sovereign ma 
Affair of great Coniequence to the Nation in general, 
tat ve have not only a Right, but are in Duty bound 
C3. as often as we find it neceſſary. It is an Advice 
Jam ture his Majeſty's Miniiters ooght to have given bis 
J: :itey have nct, they have been deficient in their Dut 
adele Parliament cugat to make up that Deficiency: 
t:< hire been to faithful as to offer the fame Advice, 
have not tacczeced, which, tor waat I know, may be 
Cate, the Aca:eis p- poſed | decomes abiolutely necefiur7 
it 45 what tne \1191:2275 c £25: :5 be fond of, becauie the 4s 
Erers of Parlament will ad We! Sat to the good, tho 
icce. tu, Av. cc ary bar given, I bea, _—_ I 
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even to the domeſtic Affairs of the Royal Family, Amo 10. Ge. © 
ey ought to be conſidered in a two-fold Reſpect: If they 11.1736.7, 
ve ach as may contribute to the Honour and Happineſs of 
te Nation in general, or ſuch as may tend to the Diſ- | 
woour of the Kingdom, or to the bringing of any Misfor- 
we upon the Wm they then come to be of a public Na- 


we, and if apy falſe Step be made, or any neceſſary Step 
xzefted, Or too long delay'd, it is the Duty of Parlia- 
rent to interpoſe ; and of this Sort ſurely is that Affair to 
nch the Addreſs now propoſed relates. | 
|; may likewiſe be ſaid, that the King is the only 
age of the Time when it is proper to make a Settlement 
n his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and of the 
inount of the Revenue that may be proper or neceſſary 
is that Purpoſe. To this, Sir, the Anſwer is very plain 
Mey. There are many Things in which the King has 
u dis Prerogative the ſole Power of Judging or Acting 
wt yet in ſuch Caſes, if any wrong Meaſure happens to 
tz p<rived, or any proper Meaſure neglected. the Parlia- 
bett is in Duty bound to act the Part of a faithful Coun- . 
Der to their Sovereign, and advertiſe him of what they 
gie to be wrong. The two Houſes of Parliament, or 
et of them, may not only offer their Advice, but they 
z7 20 much further, they may examine into the Aff ic, 
*. my punith thoſe who by their Weakneſs or Wicked- 
rave given his Majeſty bad Counſel. The King has 
ve Power of making Treaties of Peace or Alliance, 
x: cf ceciaring War, and yet I hope it will not be ſaid 
ge Parliament ought never to interfere, no not fo 
ra on Addreſs, in any Caſe of that Nature: I hope 
gt be ſaid that the Parliament may not only ad- 
pan ſach Occafions, but may puniſh thoſe Minitters 
Au 22vife his Majeſty to engage the Nation in dan- 
des 250 ceſtructive Treaties, or who ſhall adviſe him to 
b War, when both the Honour and the Iutereſt of 
* Nauen make it neceſſary. Therefore, tho' his la- 
de ine only Judge, when a Settlement ought to be 
ze $20 tae Prince of Wales, and what that Settlement 
ede, yet the Parliament may certainly in: erpoſe by 
© =-.;51:, nen the making of tha: Settlement is too long 
e and now that his Real Highneſs is not only of 
s married, and as it were emancipated out of his 
en Family, it is certainly high Time for the Parlia- 
= 5 ic:erpoſe: Surely it is not fit his Ræyal Fig bn 
= 75 C:pend upon his Father, or rather upon his 
"= : 471875, for every Sni ling he may have Occaſon 
every Thought taiſe: in mv Mig tech rigiculoes 
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Anno 10. Ges, Ideas, that it is with the utmoſt Difficulty Lean refiaiy hou 
II. 1736-7. expreſſing myſelf in a Manner far below the Dignity of d 
Subject: Nothing, indeed, could prevent it bur the ore 
Eſteem, the high Regard I have for the illuſtrious Perſot 

who ſeem to be concerned, 

In the next Place, Sir, it may be ſaid that his Mazel 
has a legal Right to the Civil Liſt Revenue as now ef 
bliſhed ; and that the Addreſs propoſed would he a fort « 
Encroachment upon that Right. I ſhall readily grant t 
his Majeſty has a legal Right to the Civil Liſt Revenue, { 

he likewiſe has a legal Right to the Revenue for the cur 
rent Service of the Year, and, I think, we but lately paſ 
a Law for hanging or tranſporting thoſe who go arme 
with a Deſign to rob or diſappoint him either of the o 
or the other, which is more than any Subject in the King 
dom has for the Protection of any ſort of Property; but 
both theſe Revenues are granted by Parliament for certai 
and particular Uies, both ought to be applied to thoſe Uk 
for which they were granted, and the Parliament has 
Right to inſiſt upon their being ſo applied. The Civil Li 
Revenue was granted for ſupporting the Honour and Dip 
nity of the Crown, and making a ſufficient Proviſion ft 
the whole Royal Family ; and if any Part of that Reve 
nue ſhould be purloined, hoarded, or miſapplied by | 
King's Miniſters, and the Honour and Dignity of th 
Crown neglected, or any Branch of the Royal Family nc 
ſufficiently provided for, the Parliament has as good a Rig] 
to addreſs, and even to enquire into that Miſapplication, 
they would have to enquire into the Miſapplication of tl 

Revenue provided for the current Service, in caſe any 
of that Revenue ſhould be applied to other Parpoles, 2 
thoſe Services neglected for which it was intended by Parli 
ment, 

Laſtly, Sir, it may be ſaid, that ſuch an Addreſs wot 
look ſomething like a Parliamentary Reſumption; that 
would look as if the Parliament were going to reſume at 
take back from his Majeſty what was long ſince grante 
by Parliament, and ſettled upon him during his Life. 
confeſs, Sir, I do not like Reſumptions of any Kind; [ a 
always ſorry when I find there is Occafion for them; 
nevertheleſs a Reſumption may ſometimes become reaſot 
able: When the Cauſe of granting any Revenue ceaſe 
the Grant itſelf ought to ceaſe, and therefore ought to! 
reſumed, or applied to ſome other Purpoſe. For this, eve 
with reſpect to the Civil Liſt Revenue, we have a late Pn 
cedent in Point: In 1599, the Parliament granted to N 
I iliama Civil Lit Revenue of 700,000 /. per Am. * , 
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Fed 100,000 J. a Year, Part of this 700, ooo . Civil 
lit Revenue, and applied it toward the Payment of the 
pic Dubts, for this expreſs Reaſon, becauſe the Occaſions 
jr ubich the ſaid 100,000 J. was given, were then ceaſed. 
rte This, 1 ſay, is a Precedent in Point, for a Reſumption af- 
xr the Cauſe of Granting has ceaſed ; and from a Parity of 
Reaſon, if it ſhould be afterwards found the Cauſe of Grant- 
cu did not require near ſo large a Grant as was at firſt ima- 
pred, and therefore actually granted, ought not ſome Part 
of that Grant to be reſumed, or applied to ſome other Pur- 
poſe? So that if it could be ſuppoſed that a leſs Revenue 
Ning than what was intended by Parliament would be ſufficient 
ir the Prince of Wales, there would be ſome Reaſon for a 
Rfumption 3 but I am far from ſuppoſing any ſuch Thing; 
de Addreſs I have propoſed ſhews the contrary, and there- 
kre it cannot be preſumed that my Motion has the leaſt 
Tendency towards a defigned Reſumption : It is only for: 
ming a Part of the Civil Lit Revenue applied to that 
n (oY Uſe for which it was granted by Parliament, and to which 
Revell it ought in Law, in Equity, and in Wiſdom and good 
y ti Policy, to be applied ; therefore I hope my Motion for 
of thn that Purpoſe will be unanimouſly agreed to. 


the : 

on, dix, N 

of th [ riſe up to offer you my Sentiments upon the Motion 
wich the Honourable Gentleman has now been pleaſed to 
| Rake to you; but I muſt begin with declaring, that I never 
Par we up to ſpeak upon any Affair in this Houſe with a 
keeper Concern, a greater Reluctancy, than I do upon the 
woo Air now before you. I ſhall moſt readily agree with the 
that fonourable Gentleman that it is a Matter of the higheſt 
ne au [aportance, it is indeed of the utmoſt Importance, but it is 
gran « {o ad, of ſo melancholy a Concern, that I am ſorry it 
der ſhould have been mentioned, or that any ſuch Motion 
lad ave been made in this Houſe. I am ſure the Ho- 
mz wurable Gentleman does not view it in the ſame Light 
resse; if he did, I am convinced he would have been the 
cee ito have mentioned it, or to have adviſed its being men- 
ht to Mg tured in either Houſe of Parliament; and therefore, when 
le conſiders it ſeriouſly, I hope he will withdraw the Motion 
ie has made; for if he ſhould inſiſt upon it, he muſt ne- 
tlerily bring every Gentleman of this Houſe under one 
{ tte greatett Difficulties any Man ever was, or ever can 


| Wie | be 


ont of bis Houſhold and Family, and other bis neceſſary Anno 10. Gra: 
os and Occafions. - This Grant was by Law ſettled 11.1736-7. 
that King during his Life ; yet in 1701, we find he 1 


y of. The Anſwer was by Sir Robert. Walpole, to the following Sir Robert 
Walole. 


Anno 10. Geo. be in. It is an Affair of Property, it is 2 
1I. 1736-7. Which, the legal Property of the Crown itſelf” is gu be a; 
WWW termined ; and in ſuch a Caſe, muſt not every Gentlema 


for complying with the Motion, if it were in our Inclinatior 
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be under the greateſt Difficulty how to give his Vote 
his Opinion? By declaring in favour- of the Motion, 
may ſeem to injure the Royal Father, his Sovereign; | 
declaring againſt it, he may ſeem to injure the Royal $ 
and Apparent Heir to the Crown. As I have the Hon 
to know particularly the Wiſdom and the Virtue of bot 
the Royal Perſons concerned, I can give my Opinion wit 
the more Freedom; becauſe I am fare neither of them wi 
think himſelf injured by a Gentleman's giving his Opinio 
or his Vote freely in Parliament; and I am ure his Roy 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales has ſo much Wiſdom, a 
ſo true a Senſe of filial Duty, that he will never look un 
any thing as a Favour done to him, if it has the leaſt Te 
dency towards offering an Indignity to his Royal Father, 
That there is no Affair of an Importance too high f 
the Conſideration of Parliament I ſhall admit; but, $i 
there are many Aﬀairs of a Nature ſo delicate, that neithe 
Wiildom nor good Policy will allow of the Parliamen 
taking them into their Conſideration ; and if ever the 
was an Affair in which the Parliament ought to ayoi 
giving Judgment, the Affair now before you is one. Frot 
our paſſing Judgment in ſuch an Affair, every Man with 
out Doors will imagine there is a private Miſtake or Di 
pute between his Majeſty and his Roya/ Highneſs, and ſuc 
an Opinion, if it ſhould generally prevail, may be of ti 
moſt dangerous Conſequence to both: We ſhould thereſo 
if poſſible avoid giving any Judgment in this Affair; but 


—— + *— > wo” ex. =” aw 


HE ST RE = 2 


do not think it is in our Power: It would be a Violati 
of Property, a taking from the King a Part of that Pre 
perty which is already eſtabliſhed in him by Act of Parli 
ment, and to which he has as good a Right as any pra 
Man in the Kingdom has to any private Property be de 
or can poſſeſs; for tho' the Parliamemat has a Power to If 
propriate Money to particular Uſes at the Time it 15 gr 
ed, yet afterwards they have no ſuch Power; and it has 
ways been a Rule of this Houſe, not to enter into any N 
ſideration about Money once granted to the Crown, witbe 
firſt having the Conſent of the Crown. The Civil 
Revenue has already been granted to his Majelty whe 
we made that Grant, we might have ordered the Aff 


cation of it to particular Uſes, and might have gone fo K Ing, 


as to have appropriated a particular Sum to each reſpect 1 


U:e ; ſuch a particular Appropriation might perhaps, * For, 
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enk with Reaſon too, have been thought derogatory to 4 10. Geo. 
de Honour of the Crown; but I ſhall not *new'eontrovert II. 1936-7. 
tat Point; no ſuch particular Appropriation was then made, - 
ind as it was not made at the "Time that Revenue was grant- 
x, we have now no Power to make any fuch particular 
appropriation, with reſpect to any Parts of it, or with 
wet to any Uſe to which any Part of it ought to be ap- 
pled ; and much leſs have we now a Right or a Power to 

ibe to his Majeſty, what Part of the Civil Liſt Re- 
ende ought to be applied towards maintaining the Ho- 
yur and Dignity of his eldeſt Son, or in what Manner 
tat Application ought to be made : However, this will 
tf appear from confidering the ſeveral Arguments made 
«of in favour of the Motion, which I ſhall take upon 
neto do in as brief a Manner as I can: + 
4s for the Maxim ſo much inſiſted on, That the Prince 
{Wales ought always to have a ſeperate and diſtin Pro. 
non, and ſettled upon him in a Manner as to be quite 
wependent of the King his Father, I never heard we had 
ich 2 Maxim in our Conſtitution, nor can I fee how it is 

le to make a Son altogether independent of his Father, 
nd moch leſs to make a Subject altogether independent of 
ls Sorertign. The latter would, I am ſure, be a very great 
Weciſm in Politics, and the former, whatever may be the 
Cie with reſpect to Royal Families, has, I am certain, of- 
n produced great Misfortunes in private. Tis true the 
(tom has generally been fof our Kings to fettle ſome 
late by Patent or Charter upon their eldeſt Sons, and 
loſe Charters have often been confirmed by Act of Parlia- * 
dent; but I cannot ſee a good Reaſon for ſaying, that the 
king of ſuch a Settlement is abſolutely neceſſary, or that 
be Heir Apparent of the Crown cannot be educated, or 
not live in a proper Manner without it; for that De- 
radency which the Son of a great Family naturally has 
won is Father, can no way tend toward the Debaſing of 
Mind; and the Dignity and Grandeur, even of a Prince 
ales, may be as well ſupported: by a yearly Allowance 
vdy a perpetual and independent Settlement. For this 
leon there never was any Regulation expreſsly eſtabliſhed 
adds Kingdom for providing an independent Settlement 
br the Prince Male,; but on the contrary, the Making 
C ſich a Proviſion, and the Manner of {ettling that Pro- 
don, have always been left intirely to the King upon the 
lione, nor has the Parliament ever, or but very ſeldom, 
Rermeddled in that Aﬀeir, unleſs when applied to by the 
Ing, or by ſome Perſons under his Direction, and that 


Mlrat on has generally proceeded from ſome other Rea- 
Yo, Iy. ” >: 1 ſons 


Amo 10. Ces. ſons beſides that of making a Settlement upon * " 
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It is not ſo mach as pretended, Sir, that any of thot 
Grants made by King Henry III. to his Son Edward vr. 
eeeded from the Interpoſition of Parligment : On the con 
trary, tis evident, they proceeded entifely from the Pe 
tics of the Covrt at that Time, and thoſe Politics were 1 
founded upon the Maxim of making the Prince indepe 
but upon a Defign of gaining the Aſſections of the Peop 
in thoſe Countries which had been but lately ſobdyed, 
having been thought more honourable for them to be g 
verned by the King's eldeſt Son, than by any other Subjed 
In like Manner we know that none of the Grants made | 
Edvard III. to his Son Edward, the black Prince, proceeds 
from any Addreſs or Application from Parliament; { 
tho* they were, moſt of them, eonfirmed by Parliame: 
yet it appears that all thoſe Confirmations were obtain 
and paſſed at the Defire of the King himſelf 5 and he: 
likewiſe it may be ſaid, and I believe with Juſtice too, th 
the erecting of Cornwall into a Datchy, and ſettling it ups 
the eldeſt Son of every future King, as alſo the erefting MY 7": 
Guieme and Gafeony into a Principality, and granting it 
the Prince of Wales, proceeded rather from a Deſigu of d 
ing Honour to thoſe Countries, than from any 
making the Prince abſolutely independent of his Father 
for we find it was a common Practice in former Days, 
erect a Country or Province into a Dutchy or Principal 
by way of doing Honour to the Country, and in rece 
pence for ſome good Services performed by the Inhabitant 
Thus we find the County of Chefter was erected into aPri 
cipality by Richard II. beeauſe the Militia of that Com 
had countenanced and efiforced his moſt Arbitrary Me 
ſures during his famous Parliament at Shri u 1 
every one knows that it has always been reckoned an H 
nour to any City or Province to adopt it as a Title for 
of the Princes of the Royal Family; therefore we are 
to conclude that the Grants made to former Prins 
_ Weales area fufficient Authority for eftabliſhing it as a Man 
that every Prince of Wales ought to have a ſeperate and 
dependent Proviſion ſettled upon him. * 
Now, Sir, with regard to thoſe Caſes mentioned Ard 
the Parliament have actually interpoſed. In the Cat | 
Prince Richard, eldeſt Son of Edvard the black Prin, 
very probable that Application from Parliament was | 
cured by the King himſelf, in order to diſappoint 
Hopes the Duke of Lancaſter, his ſecond Son, might u 
tacceeding to the Throne; but ſuppoſe it was not pro 
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1 that the Duke. g 


ring the eldeſt Son of the deceaſed Prince of Wales creat- 
o Prince of i Ae, Room of his Father, in order to 
nad all Diſputes about the Succeſſion to the Crown; which 
$2 Reaſon cannot be 04 now to ſubſiſt, 2 isa 22 


ied apop the Prise of Wales. As for the Application 
tom Parliament for having Prince Henry, eldeſt Son of 
fry LV. created Prince of: Wales, Duke of Cornwall, and 
ul of Chefter, it plainly appears to haye proceeded from 
de King's particular Favourites in Parliament, therefore 
xe mult ſuppoſe it was with the Approbation, or rather 
Mocurement, of the King himſelf; and his Reaſon for pro- 
ging ſuch an Application was very far from being found- 
dupon any Maxim or Deſign of ſettling an independent 
Ponfion upon the Prince his eldeſt Son; but as his own 
Tide to the Crown was a little doubtful; *tis evident he 
pocured that Application from Parliament, with a Deſign 
p have his Son declared his lawful Succeſſor, and only 
wb:ful Heir to the Crown. Then as to what was done in 
ie Reign of Henry VI. I hope none of the Tranſactions 
that unfortunate Reign will be infiſted on as good Pre- 
dents for any Thing *. ought to be done in this; for 
that whole Reign was a continued Series of weak and de- 
Intive Meaſures on the Part of the Court, and very un- 
table Incroachments on the Part of the Parliament. 
Thus, Sir, none of the Precedents mentioned relating to 
de Heir Apparent of the Crown, can be any Way taken 
v2 good Precedent for our agreeing to the Motion now be- 
fre us; and of the two Precedents mentioned relating to 
be preſumptive Heirs of the Crown, that relatin 
Ing James, when Duke of York, can have nothing to do in 
be preſent Queſtion ; for the making of a Settlement upon 
im was ſo far from proceeding from any Addreſs or other 
application from the Parliament to the King, that it pro- 
eeced rather from the King's applying to his Parliament 
ir that Purpoſe ; and the Parliament's having any Thing 
Kill to do in that Affair proceeded from Neceſſity not 
ace; becauſe the Revenue of the Poſt-Office, and Wine 
lxenſe Office could not be ſettled upon the Duke of York 
A dy Authority of Paaliament. And as for that relating 
bite late Queen Azxe, when Prizce/ſs of Denmark, it ap- 
ers probable, indeed, that that Affair was firſt brought 
k Parliament, not only without the Approbation, but 
Ppe Contrary 


de King himſelf, r fome Jealonſy in Aue 10. Gap 


ncafter would endeavour to II. z 736-7. 
tcp the Crown after his Father's Deceaſe, who was then © | 
ery old, the Parliament had great Reaſon to addreſs for WWW 


rey different from that of having an independent Proviſion 


g to. 


Anno 10. Co. contrary to the Inclination of the Court at chat 
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to be the Conſequence of our agreeing to this Motion, 
am convinced the honourable Gentleman that made ir 
would notfo much as defire any Gentleman to agree to it 


- & 0 \ N 
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t the Time 
But what was the Conſequence ? It occaſioned un unſez 
ſonable Prorogation of that Seſſion, by which the Affe c 


the Nation were very much embarraſſed ; and if ſcel we 


Nay, even that very Parliament could never come to an 
fixed Reſolution in that Affair, till they had obtained td 
King's Approbation of what they were about to do, an 
then they unanimouſly agreed to addreſs his Majeſty to ma 
a Proviſion for the Prince and Princeſs of Denmark of 50,000 
a Year; ſo that even that Affair can be no Precedent ſe 
our agreeing to this Motion, till it be ſome Way or othe 
fignified to us, that his Majeſty approves of what we 
about to do. | F "IX 

| From theſe Obſervations, I think, Sir, it will appear, th 
the Precedents which have been mentioned are either ſuc 
as ought not to be followed, or ſuch as are no way app 
cable to the Caſe now before us; therefore it cannot be f 
that the Motion 1s founded upon any proper Precedent ; ar 
whatever the Wiſdom and Policy of- our Kings may ha 
been with reſpect to the ſettling an independent Proviſi 
upon the Heir Apparent to the Crown, it ſeems it has a 
ways been the Wiſdom and Policy of the Nation to lea 
that Affair entirely to the Option of the King upon tl 
Threne, and never to intermedd!e but when it has appeare 
cr has even been fignified to the Parliament, that their 1 
termeddling would be agreeable to both the Parties co 
cerned. This, Sir, is true Wiſdom ; this is right Polic 
Even, in private Life, it is generally held to be officious at 
imprudent for a Stranger to intermeddle in the Family 
fairs of his Neighbour, without any Call from the Parti 


concerned ; if there was no Breach before, it generally « une ( 
caſions one; and if there was a Breach, it makes the Bream": ( 
wider much more often than it occafions a Reconcilemet In ; 
The Parliament has a Right, the Parliament is often 5 Ag 
Duty bound, to offer Advice to their Sovereign; but in * 
termining when, or upon what Occaſions, we may or e an 
offer our Advice, we ought to conſider our Sovereign in * 
twofold Reſpect: We ought to conſider him in his Politi 7 1 
and Royal Capacity, and in his Natural and Paternal C hy 
pacity. In all Caſes which regard his Political and Ro A 
Capacity we have certainly a Right to judge of the MA“ ®: 
ſures that are taken, and may recommend what we thi ade 


moit expedient ; but in Affairs which regard only his 
tural and Paternz! Capacity we have no Right to jaop 


7 ©. SF L | 
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riding for every Branch of the Royal Family is an Af. 
we whicn regards only his Natural and Paternal Capacity, 
would be officious in us, it is inconſiſtent with true Wiſdom 
gd Policy for us, to pretend to judge, or to preſcribe what 

u to be done, or in what Manner it ought to be done. 
That the Prince ꝙ Wales ought to be ſupported, that he 
att to be honour2bly ſupported, I ſhall moſt readily 
gant; and I ſhall likewiſe grant that the Support of the 
trace of Wales is and ought to be a Charge upon the Civil 
it Revenue; but, Sir, that he has either a legal or an 
qutable Right to any particular Share of that Revenue, 
u any Share, but ſuch as the King his Father pleaſes to 
tow him, is what I cannot ſo eafily admit. I have peruſed 
il the acts of Parliament that were ever made, relating to 
kt Revenue, I have particularly conſidered that Act by 
mch the Civil Liſt Revenue was ſettled upon his preſent 
kjeſty, and neither in that Act. nor in any other, 
m1 find any Words for giving the Prince of | Wales a legal 
lit to any other Share, than what his Majeſty ſhall pleaſe 
pallow him; nor can I find any Words from which a 
light to any other Share can be equitably inferred. To 
r* it ſe ems his Majeſty has as abſolute a Right to the whole 
(ri! Lift Revenue, during his Life, as any Gent;eman in 
trland can have to his own Eſtate. The eldeſt Son of 
very landed Gentleman in England ought to be ſupported 
mt of his Father's Eſtate, and that Support ought to be 
«cording to the Character and Circumſtances of the Family; 
jt | hope it will not be ſaid that the eldeſt Son has any 
Nail or equitable Right to any particular Share of his Fa- 
lier's Eltate, or to any Share, but ſuch as his Father 
pe:les to allow him, unleſs that Right be eſtabliſhed by 
ke Conveyance made to the Father, or by ſome Seitle- 
kent before made and agreed to by the Father. 

In all Caſes of Equity, to be ſure, Sir, the Intention cf 
n At of Parliament is to be chiefly regarded; but that 
tenion muſt ſome way or other appear from the Words. 


Eon this or that Gentleman really had, or may ſay he 
ki, when he agreed to the Paſſing of that Law, When a 
la 1s to be patied, and under the Conſideration of Parlia- 
wit, every Gentleman may have his own Intention, his 
un Reaſons for agteeing to it, and ſome may have Reaſons 
dne Contrary to thoſe of others. One Gentleman may 
e an intention that it ſhould be interpreted in one 
V another may intend that it ſhould be interpreted in a 


quite 


ol Application from him for that Purpose; and as the II. 


he are not to take the Intention of a Law from the In- 
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Affair; and that his Majeſty is the ſole and only Judge 


took into his Royal Conſideration the ſettling a props 
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quite different ; but when that Law is paſſed, and comes 
terwards to be applied to any parti non | 
Reaſons nor the Intentions of thoſe who it, are to 
regarded; There is nothing to be regu, bu the Con 


text and the Words of that Law, in order to put upon then 
the moſt equitable Conſtruction they will bear ; and to pu 
ſuch a Conſtruction upon any of thoſe general Wards ir 
the Act for eſtabliſhing the Civil Liſt Reyenue, by whic 
that Revenue is appropriated to the Su t of his 
jeſty's Houſhold, as would take from his Majeſty the Poy 
of judging what was fit to be. done in his own Family 
would, I am ſure, be a very unnatural ConſtruRion, and 
conſequently, I muſt think, a very unequitable one. It is 
Conſtruction the Words themſelves will no way admit of 
it is an Intention I am conyinced no Gentleman could hai 
when he agreed to them. | | | 

I hope, Sir, from what I have faid it will appear, th 
there is no abſolute Neceſſity, either from the Nature « 
the Thing, or from any Maxim in our Conſtitution, that 
certain, perpetual and independent Proviſion ſhould be ſettle: 
upon the Prince of Wales; that if there were, it would 
very improper for the Parliament to intermeddle in th 


whether ſuch a Settlement ought to be made or not. There 
fore we mult conclude, that his Majeſty is the ſole and on 
Judge, when that Settlement ought to be made. But to tak 
away all further Diſpute upon either of theſe Heads, 
muſt acquaint you, That I am commanded by his Majef 
to lay before this Houſe, that his Majelty Yeſterda 
ſent a Meſſage to his Royal Highneſs the Prince of N. 
by the Lord Chancellor, Lord Prefident, Loxd Steward 
Lord Chamberlain, Duke of Richmond, Duke of An 
Duke of Newcaſtle, Earl of Pembroke, Earl of Scarboraugl 
and Lord Harrington; which Meſſage, ſo ſent by thou 
Lords, being in Writing, I ſhall now, Sir, deliver to you. 

This Meſſage was as follows, viz. «© His Majeſty ba 
commanded us to acquaint your Rozal Highneſs, in his Name 
That, upon your Rozal Highneſs's Marriage, he immediate! 


Jointure upon the Princeſs of Wales ; but his ſudden gout 
abroad, and his late Indiſpoſition fince his Return, ® 
hitherto retarded the Execution of theſe his us [ 
tentions ; from which ſhort Delay his Majeſty did ne 
apprehend any Inconyeniencies could ariſe, eſpecially ina 
no Application had, in any Manner, been made to him upe 
this Subject by your Reya / Highne/s ; and that his Majeft 


hath now given Orders for ſettling a Jointure 2 1 
e 
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bes of Wales, as far as he is enabled by Law, ſuitable A 10. Co: 
p ber high Rank and Digalty 3 which he will, in proper II. 1936-7: 
Tine, Jay before his Parliament, in order to be rendered 7 
main and effectual, for the Benefit of her Royal Highne/c. 
The King has further commanded us to acquaint your 
17 Highneſs that, altho your Rojas Highneſs has not 
Jooght fit by any Application to his Majeſty, to deſire, that 
yur Allowance of 50,000 7. fer Ann. which is now paid 
V Monthly Payments, at_the Choice of your Riza/ High- 
vi, preferably to Quarterly Payments, might, by his Ma- 
e's further Grace and Favour, be rendered leſs preca- 
nous, his Majeſty, to t the bad Conſequenees, which, 
k apprehends, may follow from the undutiful Meaſures, 
mich, his Majeſty is informed, your Royal Highneſs has 
een adviſed to purſue, will grant to your Royal Highneſs, 
i his Majeſty's Life, the ſaid 50,000 J. per Aunum, to be 
king out of his Majeſty's Civil Lift Revenues, over” and 
dere your Royal Highneſi"s Revenues ariſing from the 
Ducky of Cornwall ; which his Majeſty thinks a very com- 
xtent Allowance, conſidering his numerous Iſſue, and the 
mat Expences, which do and muſt neceſſarily attend an 
lenourable Proviſion for his whole Royal Family.” 

And that to this Meſſage his Reya ! Higbneſi the Prince 
rurned a verbal Anſwer, which; according to the beſt Re- 
wle&ion and Remembrance of the Lords, was in Subſtance 
v follows, wiz. | : | 

« That his Royal Highneſs defired the Lords to lay him, 
nik all Humility at his Majeſty's Feet; and to aſſure his 
ljeſty, that he had, and ever ſhould retain, the utmoſt 
Duy for his Royal Perſon ; that his Royal Highneſs was 
ty thankful for any Inſtance of his Majeſty's Goodneſs to 
in, or the Princeſi, and particularly for his Majeſty's 
pacious Intention for ſettling a Jointure upon her Royal 
tires ; but that; as to the Meſſage, the Affair was now 
at of his Hands, and therefore he could give no ny 


b it,” 

Aber which, his Rozal Highneſs uſed many dutiful Ex- 
rbons towards hig Majeſty, and then added, Indeed, my 
— it is in other Hands, I am ſerry for it. Or to that 


His Real Higbneſi concluded with earneſtly defiring the 
lutz to repreſent his Anſwer to his Majeſty in the moſt 
Kpe&ful and dutiful Manner. 

From this moſt gracious Meſſage it appears, Sir, that 
la ble jely has for ſome Time given a yearly Allowance to 
i Na] Highneſs, and ſuch an Allowance as his Majeſty 


| dueght a very competent Allowance confidering his nu- 
merou3 


Hens 10. Geo, merous Iſſue, and the great Expences, which do and m 
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neceſſarily attend an honourable. Proviſion for, his 'who 
Royal Family; and it appears farther, that this Allo hne 
has been regularly paid in that Manner in which his Ry; 
Highneſs himſelf chaſe as the molt proper and convenie 
for him; therefore it cannot be ſaid that the making of ſuc 
an Allowance has been in the leaſt delay'd; and if d 
converting of that Allowance into a perpetual and-ind 
pendent Settlement had been abſolutely neceſſary, ar we 
now abſolutely neceſſary, it cannot be ſaid there has bet 
any ſuch Delay as can give Occaſion for the Interpofiti 
of Parliament; becauſe, if. his Royal Highne/s had not H 
fore his Marriage been ſatisfied with the Manner in wü 
his Allowance was made to him, or had but lignified t 
he thought it was eſtabliſhed upon too precarious à Fot 
dation, his Majeſty would have eſtaMliſhed it in any Mann 
he.defired; and conſidering how ſoon his Majeſty w 
abroad after the happy Marriage of his Royal Hiphnth, 
cannot be pretended that the leaſt unneceſſary Delay h 
ſince hat Time been made, with reſpect to the making 
a Settlement upon his Royal Highne/5, even in that Manu 
which is ſaid to be abſolutely neceſſary by the Maxinisa 
Cuſtom of the Kingdom. But ſuppoſing that the makit 
of that Settlement had been unneceſſarily delay'd, whate 
Delay or Neglect may have happened in that Reſpect is ne 
made up by his Majeſty's Meſfage to his Royal Highne 
aud the communicating of that , Meſſage to this Hou 
which I have now done by his Majeſty's Command, m 
be a full Anſwer to every Thing that can be faid, wi 
reſpect to Time at leaſt, in Favour of the Motion now 
fore us Nay, from nis Royal Highneſi's Anſwer to n 
Nlajeſty's Meſſage, it ſeems reaſonable to believe that 
Royal Hizhnejs is himſelf ſatisfied with what his Majeſty nend 
fers, and that he would be ſorry to hear of our har 
agreed to the Motion now made to us; for what anf on 
Neaning can be put upon his Royal Highneſs's ſaying, le ; 
he was jorry for the AFair's being then in other Hands? bs. 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I think the Debate will now 0 Bf: 
brought within a very narrow Compaſs ; for if the Moti: + | 
ſhould now be inſidled on, it can proceed from nothing J it i 
Gentlemen's taking upon them to differ in Opinion 41 | 
his Ma jeſty, and to think that 50,000 /. a Vear out of e G 
Civi! Lift, beſides his Regal Highnefs's Revenue ariſing f 
the Dutchy of Corruall, is not a competent Allos vi 
conſidering his Majeity's numerous Iſſue, and the great H 
perces, which do and muſt neceſſarily attend an honor. 

Proviſion for his whole Royal Family. As this * ds, 
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1s bet oi 1 have Bier 07 am; to lay upon this Head, 1 
volt; d not have it unde erſtogd, Sir, as if I believed his Royal 
not þ + the: Prince of- Mals, opgbt 4 to have more than 
Wie l. a Year + On; the FAM UF ub, thinle he ought to 
ed t we a great deal, more, than double the Sum, if it were 
Foa for his Majeſty to: ſpgre ſo, much from the Civil Lift 
Mar Weryc, or if the Natiaa were. fo happy as to be in a 
y * ndgiog: to, increaſe ths Civil Liſt, ſo as to enable his * 
neſs, % make ſuch am Allowance to his Reya/ Highneſs as he 

lay hires, and as his Majeſty would incline to give him. 
einge we to meaſure his Allowance by his Merit, as we 


wh no Bounds to the latter, we could preſcribe no Bounds 
pie former; The only Courſe we could take would be, 
fer whatever be pleaſed. to demand; and even in that 
lie ue wauld, have Reaſon to fear leſt his Modeſty might 
jan Injury to his Generoſity, by making him confine his 
nds within the ſtricteſt Bounds of Neceſſity. I am 
pthereſore; to examine What his Royal Highneſs ought to 
pr, Lam: only to endeavour to ſhew that we have no 
ys to preſcribe to his Majeſty, what he ought to give; 
Ai could not, be the;Latention of that Parliament which 
wulbed the preſent Civil. Liſt, to grant 109,000 /. a Year, 
ay. other. certain, yearly Sum put of the Civil Lift 
nende to As RH. Highzefr'; and that his Majeſly can - 
I preſent. 1 ſpare more than 3900 K a 
ont of that Revenu 
Ts lay, Sir, that the „5 has 3 Right to preſcribe 
js. Majelty, what Provifion he ſhall.make, out of his 
Bate for any one of his Children, has ſomething in ic 
jul View ſo very extraordinary, that I am ſurprized to 
Wit infilted on. Such a Right would put the King in a 
worle-State than any one of his Subjects; and I muſt 
be Gentlemen would conſider, what a Foreigner would 
ct this Nation, if he ſhould be told, we entrult the 
u wich the Government of the whole Kingdom, but we 
ll rot entruſt him with the Government of his own Fa- 
y. I do not know that, there is in all our Hiſtories or 
ds any one Precedent or Foundation for ſuch à Par- 
Vor. IV. Qaq liamentary 
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Denmark, it can ＋ be mide of: of in 
that Affair was firſt brought into Parlidrient "hey + 
were conſidering how much it would be | 
for the Support of our Civil Government und 
came very proper to take into their Conſideration 
ticular Sum was to be allowed for the Support of the? 
and Princeſs of Denmark ; for tho' they were of the 
Family, they were not of the King's own- Family; 
therefore the Appropriating of a certain 
for their Support, or the Add to have a eertaliy't 
appropriated for that fe, could not be c | 
termeddling in the King's Affairs. 
Beſides, Sir, it is not ſo natural for any Man tv 4 
honourably for his preſumptive Heir, ra gl 1 
own Children: The preſumptive Heir is ſometithes lt 
on even with Jealouſy and Envy; and therefore me b 
very ſtrong Reaſon for the Parliament's inetfering 
particularly in one Caſe, than common mT * 
of in the other. r 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, the Parliament had a Right to pr 
to his Majeſty, what Proviſion he ſhall 2 
own Eſtate for any, or for every one of his Children, | 
is it poſſible for us to exerciſe that Right iif our 
Situation? Before we can with any Conntenance pretend 
exerciſe ſuch a Right, we ought to examine narrowly 
the Produce of the Civil Lit Revenue, and the ſeve 
Uſes to which it muſt neceſſarily be applied: in order to 
bow much. his Majeſty can conveniently ** vt. of ! 
Revenue : We ought likewiſe to examine * 
the Eſtabliſhment of his Roya/ Higbreſis Id, an 
the Expences he may neceſſarily be put to for ſuppe 
the Dignity and Grandeur in which the Heir 
to the Crown of Great Britain ought to live, 4 in 
to determine what particular Sum his MA 
allow him annually out of the Civil Liſt Revenue. 
poſſible for us in our preſent Situation to examine | 
either of theſe Particulars ? We have at preſent no Actc 
relating to the Civil Liſt, nor any Account relating © 
Roya Highneſ?'s Houthold before us, and without à M 
tude of ſuch Accounts it is not poſſible for us to 80 
with any ſuch Examination, N 
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Now, Sir, with regard to the Intention of that Parlia- m 10. Ceo: 
at by whom the preſent Civil Liſt was eftabliſhed ; if we 11.17 36-7. 
wider the Circumſtances of the Royal Family at that / 
ſve, and the Cireumſtances of the Royal Family when 
& Civil Laſt was eſtabliſhed in the former Reign, we ſhall 
y eaſily find a Meaning for the Experience of paſt Timts 
king very Cifferent from what is now put upon theſe Words. 
ſhen the Civil Liſt Revenue was iſhed upon his late 
tkjeſty, a very narrow Scrutiny was made into the whole 
qnicles of the Expence of our civil Government, and par- 
inlarly into the neceſſary for ſupporting the 
Jinity and Grandeur of the Prince of Wales ; from which 
krutiny it was computed that 600,000 J. a Year at leaſt 
wild be neceflary for ſupporting the King's Houſhold and 
gil Government; but let us conſider that the King had 
tn no Queen, nor any Children to provide for: From 
te lame Scrutiny it was computed that 100,000 J. a Year 
at of the Civil Liſt Revenue was the leaſt Sum that would 
k neceſſary for ſupporting the Dignity and Grandeur of 
it Prince of Wales ; but let us remember that the Prince 
Valis had then a Princeſs of Wales, and, to our Happi- 
x, ſevera] Children to provide for. During that Reign 
thad been found that 100, ooo J. a Year, was ſufficient 
ir ſupporting the Prince and Princeſs of Wales, and all 
ter Children; but it had likewiſe been found that it re- 
qured 700,000 J. a Year to ſupport the King's Houſhold 
| civil Government, tho' he had no Queen nor any 
Qildren to provide for. 
This, Sir, was the Experience of paßt Times which gave 
Gain to the Increaſing his preſent Majeſty's Civil Lift 
lrenue to 800,000 l. a Year ; but if we conſider the Cir- 
anſances of the Royal Family at the Time of his Ma- 
th's Acceſſion, we muſt ſee that the Parliament from hi: 
Experience could not but conclude, that it would re- 
fre more than 700,000 J. a Year to ſupport his preſent 
leſty's Houſhold and civil Government; becauſe he had 
I Queen and ſeveral younger Children to provide for, which 
& late King had not; and from the /ame Experience they 
lt likewiſe have concluded, that it would not require 7 
0,000 /. a Year to ſupport the Prince of Wales, becauſe 
lad then neither @ Princeſs, nor any Children to pro- 
& for ; for if they had concluded that 100,0007. a Year 
uid be neceſſary for ſupporting the Prince of Wales ſing- 
ey muſt from the Expertence of paſt Times have granted 
than 500,000 J. a Year for ſupporting the preſent , - 
ny; Houſhould and civil Government, conſidering that 
Ed a Queen and ſeveral young Children to provide for, 
Qq2z which 


Anno 10. Cen which the late King bad net; aud fince;'they,itanted/ 
II. 1736-7. the Support of the preſent; King's 
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Honſbold and CI Ge 
vernment, but exactly the fame Sum that bad tren ſom 


been actually given for the Support of the ite K. 
Houſhold 2 Geil Government, it — S> ner, 
concluded his Majeſty might ſave and deduct as much i 
the Allowance to be made to the Prince Wales, as woi 
be ſufficient for providing for her preſent Majeſty-the Oper 
and all their other Children. From all which it is to x 
evident that the Parliament that eſtabliſhed the preſent c. 

Liſt did not intend his Roya/ Highneſs ſhould ha ve out ef 
a full 100,000 . a Year. They intended only; what 
Tight they ſhould. intend, and what only in due-Deſerence 
their Sovereign they could intend, which was, that his M 
jeſty ſhould allow the Prince of Wales what he, in his ent 
Wiſdom, might think a competent Allowance for ſupp 
ing the Honour and Dignity. of the Heir Appa rent do io, 
Crown, . conſidering his Majeſty's numerous Iſſue, and T 
great Expences,. Which would neceſſarily attend an hon 
able Proviſion for his whole Royal Family; Ii i 
I think, Sir, I have now clearly. ſhewn what M. MA 

jelly meant by, and what the Parliament could only inte . 
from the Experience of (paſt Times; and, if we now 
upon the ſame Foundation, we mult conclude, thatigozodc 
a Year is the moſt his Majeſty, ean ſpare out of the Ci 
Liſt for the Support of his Royal, Highneſs. His Majefty 
lows Sooo J. a Yezr for the Support of his Royal Hight 
the Dukeof Cumberland. 5000 J. a Year to her Royal Hy 
ze/s the Princeſs of Orange, 5, 300 l. a Year for the * 
eldejt Princeſſes, and 2000 /. a Year for the two young" i: 
all which are extraordinary Expences unknown in the It (| 
Reign .To thele if we add the 50,000 J. a Year for 
Support of her Majeſty, which was likewiſe unknown | 
the late Reign, and a proportionable additional Allos it } 
for Bed and Board, and other extraordinary Expences ini 
ſcvera! Palaces, we muſt conclude that his Majeity mult er 
ceſſarily be at io, ooo. a Year Expence more than Foo. 
found, or could be necef{arv in the late Reign, which v 
make the whole Expence of his Majeſty's Houſhold, 
civil Government, without including the Allowance of bur, 
Prince of Wales, amount, according to the Experience of MW": 
Times, at leaſt 800,000/. a Year; ſo that every Sh188F) : 
his Majeſly allows for the Support of the Prince of Wal a this 
muſt ariſe from Frugality and good Management, and ge 
conttacting. and ſaving a Part of that Expence which ® 
ſound neceilary in the late Reign, Therefore, fo 5 - 
| Cconciudit 
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150,000, a Year tor his Royal" Highne/s{ we have rea- 
io be ſurpriaed how be can ſpare fo much,” 20 
pat this, Sir, will appear ſtill more evident by an Exam- 
n private Life. . Suppoſe two Country Gentlemen, each 
$000/. a Year Eftate in Land: Sappoſe their Rents 
ally good, and equally well paid, and that their Lands 
equally taxed ; and | {ſuppoſe that one of theſe Gentle- 
Ls has but one only Son, but that the other has five or 
Children. Can we ſuppoſe the latter able to ſettle upon 
q eldeſt Son as large a Part of his Eſtate as the former may 
are to ſettle upon his only Son? Surely, Sir, no Man in 
ſon can ſuppoſe any ſuch Thing: the latter has his 
anger Children not only to maintain, but to provide for, 
i therefore neither he nor his eldeſt Son can live in ſuch 
Grndeur, as the former and his only Son may do. This 
k the very Caſe before us: His preſent Majeſty has but 
$0,000/, a Year Eſtate, the late King had the ſame, if 
nd to his late Majeſty's ſettled Revenue, the ſeveral 
ona! Grants that were occaſionally made to the Civil 
lit in his Reign. His late Majeſty had but one only Son; 
k preſent Majeſty, to our Comfort and Happineſs, has ſe- 
ml Children ; and therefore.it is not to be ſuppoſed that 
preſent King, or the preſent: Prince of Wales, can live 
ach Grandeur, as the late King, and the preſent, whilſt 
Prixe of Wales, were able to do, unleſs the Parliament 
ud think fit to encreaſe the Eſtate of the Crown by a 
xs 22ditional Grant to the Civil Lift Revenue. N 
| ſhall take no Notice, Sir, of the Inſinuations that were 
ue againit the Mana nt of the Civil Liſt Revenue in 
tie late Reign, or the Method of ſettling it in this. I do 
m think they any Way relate to the preſent Debate. The 
Unagement in the late Reign, might, if neceſſary, be 
ally accounted for; and the Method of ſettling the Civil 
& Revenue in this Reign hardly deſerves the Name 
n Improvement. But now after having ſhewn that we 
we not properly a Right to preſent ſuch an Addreſs as is 
popoied ; that we ought not either in Wiſdom, or Policy, 
tren common Decency, to preſent ſuch an Addreſs, I muſt 
9, mut intreat of Gentlemen to conſider what they are 
dat. Gentlemen may call it, if they pleaſe, offering our 
Ar ce to our Sovereign; but it is really bringing his Ma- 


this Light it will be looked on by every Man without 
Ivors, It is ſtating ourſelves as the higher Power, and 
aging his Royal Highneſs to ſue for Juſtice before us: 
* greeipg to the Queſtion, would be a determining _ 
ncludi! 18 


fy and his eIdeſt Son as Plaintiff and Defendant before us. 


coding or imagining that bis Majeſty may ſpare more Ants 10: Gro. 
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e 16. Geo, bis Majeſty had done Injuſtice to his eldeſt Son R 
II. 1736-7. be giving a endings San over — : 
might prove, ve Mercy on us, the Deftruftinn 
l — patiently bear an Inquiry into hin Þ 
mily Affairs; no Father can eaſily forgive à $ou for 

pealing to a higher Power: For God's fake, let. u % 

Time this widening Gap, which may make Wey foe 
Inundation to drown us all. Our agreeing to ſuch a Ou 

might occaſion a perpetual Breach, an /meedicabile F 


Nature, it may be the Occaſion of fuch fatal Conſeque: 
to the Royal Family and to the whole Kingdom,” that 
mult think, the original Authors and Contrivers of it e 
be no Friends to either. I am far from ſuſ any Ge 
tleman of this Houſe, or any Member of either Houſe 
Parliament. It is not poſſible for me to ſuppoſe thateit 

of them could have been the original Author or Cn 
of ſuch a Queſtion ; and I am ſure no Gentleman of eit 
Houſe would have attempted to have broug ht ſach a Queſi 
into Parliament, if he had viewed it in the fame Lip 
I do. We may remember, Sir, the fatal Diviſaa t 
happened between his late Majefty, and his preſent 
jeſty when Prince of Wales : We may remember w 
a Height that fatal Divifion was carried. The Prize 
Bales, the eldeſt, the only Son of the King, and Heir & 
parent to the Crown, was turned out of the Royal Pal 
was excluded from every one of the Royal Palaces, and 
obliged to live like a private Nobleman, in be 
and without any Guards, or other Enfigns of 
Nay, his very Servants were tempted and hired to 
him, and were even threatned and bullied if they mai 
yet it cannot be ſaid that the Son was ever guilty of 
undutiful Behaviour, or that the Father was deficient in 
taral Affection. To what then could this terrible Dm 
be owing ? It could be owing to ing but little nabe 
Slanderers and Tale-Bearers, who, for their own 
Ends, ſtirred up a Div iſion in the Royal Family: — 
well known they are all Foreigners who were the < 
Authors of it: We know there was not a Britih 8 
had the leaſt Hand in it. However, be they who t 

will, it is certain they could be no real Friends either to! 
Father or the Son, —— 


Jam ſurprzed. Sir. ear it now ſo much infiſled 
that che Heir Apparent ot Preſumptive of the r 


Carr ) 
a; 16 have 2 diltint-and / 


2 one of the. Mazims*of ur Con | 
- I remember a Time when the 


ikewi Sir, e rer 
— DAS, In this 
2 being emancipated by Marriage out of 
family of his Faber, is certainly not a proper and juft 
ſhy of Speaking. In theſe Countries whete-the Term 
acipation was fir made uſe of, the Son was in ſome 
r the Slave of his Father. In thoſe Cbumtries Fa- 
n had at firſt enen a Power of Life and Death over 
i Children, and & Night to every Thing the Son could 
ether by his own Induſtry, or by Siſt/ or otherwiſe ; 
; 3:5 the Son: freed "From: his Mar- 
„e: The only Way of ir him was by ſolemm Act 
the Father, an Edict of the rince or 2 Decree of the 
e; and the Freeing of the Son from the paternal 
v by cicher of theſa Weys was tnlie® Emancipation: 
| = this Kingdom we enn have no fech-Ferm, becauſe 
father has not any Power over his Children; 
ws after he comte of Age has no further Dependence 
jw bis Father, thaw what s from filial Aſſection 
Duty, und thid-doutinues after his Marriage the ſame 
* before ;'it n Dependance, which never can, nor 
ht to be taker y: It is a which, [ 
here, no Member of th is Houſe would -endearour to di · 
A; for whoever endexvoars to diminiſh it can have no 
Regard either for the Son or the Father. 

I. dir, [ muſt confeſs, [ am no way furprized to find 
thoſe who were ſome Time ago for incroaching upon 
Sing's Prerogative with reſpect to the Officers of his 
Eur, hould now be for incroaching upon his 

rh reſpaſiias the feoviieg in wiatorer Mmncr %s 
Way 
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may think; maſt proper: for/ his een 
42 Gm, "_ _— theſe Ajtempt> aprotaadad : ft 005 
iſaffe cho to chis Ms jeſty, tor — iUnſtric uma E 


by 


ns both-progeedad from miſtuken Notions af 
from an eftoneees Idea of our Goninon hut 
thoſe Gentlemen wil} ane hatchet they/naw py 
is really in ſome Manner,: 4a hee wud: pemling.l 

: jeſiy of Injuſtiea tow elden „Wil 
looked on by the th Nacion.. „This — eatrie.y 
mack leſſen ahe Eteem the Peaple:havesapdmughtse ly 

his Majelly z; and - will. - certainly.anaks) Wen ide 


— hg ds po Jepger fit zor rule dνο, UH he C 
quences of ſugh an Opinion may be-extramaly anale 
my own Fart, if, were, in a foreigny Nations mng:{h 
hear that ſuch à Queſtion as thy5zhad-.heey wuniehm 
Parliament of. Great Britain, and carried fag 
ther, I ſhauld, expeR to hear, bythe gent Paſte abet 
Parliament had. depoled che Father, and: had teg 4 
upon the Head, pf, the Sen, HT bis ina Cone cs 
I am, ſure, the Spn would bv, ſar {rom daſirint p im 2 
Fan Med am convinced 
Houſe deſigns 3 hut as it is q CH ue og — 
ſooner or later might, be; juſlxn appr 
Queſlion's einge qarried ingthe „Hxeng tine, j 
thought myſelf, obhged: — — andogive my: Reſan: 
being againſt: it aannd now thag n e done ſe. Mh 
may happęenotg 1 4h the Fate ofath 3 
mall ow bigs much, doungar lg yo 
fafer Coulgienge than, I cod haycdone7it Ah 
a bare Nęgatiye to » Queltignzingvkich: J thi 
nels of, my King, the; Happineſe — . 
and the- Happingls gf my See. deeply: dcn 
Jo conclade, , Sir, cas th Hen gurahlet sert lem 
moved y9u. this, Queition, rhg5: els that feveral An 
ments of, great Dignity and» Weightawmight t wade we 
again; it, L haverand ſhall D — af * 
tor that Gentlemen's Opinions chαο thi Al | 
caſions, be extremely canton Rfo@iving — . — 
Queſtion againſt which he thiakgagyr Argument o 
os Weight maybe made aſe, of. Tig ten he ente 
to evade thole Argument by; making ſome ort 
to each; but thoſp Anſwers will, ffog what. haye.0r 
ſaid, appear, I think, to be very 1 1g that! 
Arguments, be. mage, uſe of againſt his Gun Motion 10 
now ſland in their full Force, Ia, al Queſtions, even.whs 
the Prerggative is concerned, which relate to Aſtairs 0 
public Nature, che Parliament may inter poſe, but 10 a 


(s) 


pre no Concern: Even his Majeſty's Miniſters cannot 
perly or prudently intermeddle, unleſs ſpecially called 
n. As for the Parliament's reſuming any Grant, when 
& Cauſe of granting ceaſes, it can have nothing to do in 
x preſent Debate; for there is no Pretence for ſaying that 

one of the Cauſes for-granting the preſent Civil Liſt 


i Revenue, and the Manner in which it is eſtabliſhed, or 
+ Uſes for which it ought to be applied, I am ſurprized 
hear any Objections made to the former, or any At- 
apt made for directing the latter, fince at the Time of 

ting; as I am told, it was unanimouſly agreed to in one 
aſe, and with but one contradictory Vote in the other; 
xd I do not hear that in either Houſe there was the leaſt 


kit, onght to be applied. In ſhort, Sir, there was never 
u Thing happened in Parliament, gave me ſo great a 
ern as the hearing of this Motion made. The very. 
wking of ſuch a Motion may be attended with cruel Con 
kwences 3 but if it ſhould be agreed to, aſter having uſed 
wumoſt Endeavours to prevent it, I ſhall pray to God to 
en thoſe Judgments which may be brought upon the 


ke to be my next indiſpenſable Duty ; but I hope the 
5 of my Endeavours will prevent ſuch a melancholy 
taton for my Prayers. 

The Reply was by Mr. Paltney and the other Gentle- 
. who ſpoke for the Motion. 

IR, 

The Importance of the preſent Debate I ſhall zeadily ac- 
bowledge, has been, I think, acknowledged by every 
atleman who has ſpoke upon either Side of the Queſtion ; 
t ſome of the Gentlemen who have ſpoke againſt the 
ton, have endeavoured to repreſent it in a Light which, 
im ſure, it can no way bear; a Light which, 1 mult ſay, 
n 10 way contribute to the Honour or Advantage of either 
the two Royal Perſons who ſeem to be concerned. To 
ute that either of them can conceive the leaſt Grudge 
mm any Thing that paſſes in Parliament, is really, in my 
Finion, to inſinuate, that they are ignorant, or not ob- 
ant of the Rights and Privileges of Parliament. This, 
leere, the honourable Gentlemen were not ſufficiently 
Mre of, otherwiſe they would not have pretended that this 
ton, or any Motion in Parliament, could ever occaſion 
J Breach or Diſpute between his Majeſty and his Royal 
Vor. IV. R r Highneis 


Venue has ceaſed.” And as to the Amount of the Civil 


{ation made of the Uſes to which the Whole, or any 


le Nation by our agreeing to ſuch a Motion. This 1 


þ relate only to the Royal Family, the Parliament ean ue 10. Gr 
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ens 10. Geo. Hi tmefs the Prince of Wales, or that it can lay Gent 
II 736-7. — under the leaſt Difficulty how to behave. wg 
As my Attachment to the preſent Royal is 
well and ſo publicly known, I cannot, I think, be ſures 
of-defiring or deſigning to foment or ſtir up any Dh 
between them: I hope every one who knows me will 
me the Juſtice to think, I would do all in my Power ts; 
vent any ſuch fatal Diviſion ; and for this very. Reaſon 
for agreeing to the Motion now made to us g becauſe it 
remove that which is often the Cauſe of Diſſeafion. in « 
vate Families, and may be the ſame even with aa 
the Royal; for when the Son is obliged to apply to the [ 
ther for every trifling Sum he may have Occafion for, i 
a continual Fund for Diſſenſion, and often hegecs a Cc 
neſs both on the one Side and on the other. 
It is to be ſuppoſed, I hope, Sir, there will alway: 
good Reaſon for preſuming, that the Behaviour of en 
Gentleman in this Houſe, with reſpeft to any Motion 
may make, or any Opinion or Vote he may give, is & 
ed upon what he thinks right, upon what he takes to be 
Duty as a Member of this Houſe ; and to imagine that 
Majeſty, or lis Reya/ Highneſs, would be at 
Gentleman's doing what he takes te be his Duty in Par 
ment, is certainly a very wrong, and a moſt groundlek 

gination : But to ſuppoſe that either of them could c 
the leaſt Grudge againſt the other, on account of 
Motion or Queſtion in Parliament, is to ſuppoſe that 
Parliament is directed in every thing they do, either hy 
one or the other; which ts a Suppoſition as injurious tot 
Honour of Parliament, as it is inconſiſtent with the N 
dom and Juſtice both of his Majeſty, and of his Re 
Highneſs the Priace of Wales ; we therefore ought to (i 
pole that neither his Majeſty, nor his Royal Highneſs, kn 
any thing of what we are about; we are in Duty bound 
ſuppoſe, that neither of them will be offended with 
Fate of this Queſtion, be it what it will; and it is impol 
to ſuppoſe it can occaſion any Breach between them; 
that let the Importance of the Queſtion be of ever is 
a Nature, it can be of no me hy Concern, nor can it 
attended with any cruel Conſequences. No Man can ite 
thence imagine there is any private Miſtake or Diſput 
tween his Majeſty and the Prixce, becauſe no Man can jul 
ſuppoſe, I hope no Man does ſuppoſe, the Proceedings 
Parliament are directed by either. The only Thing d 
can ſuppoſe is, that his Roya/ Highneſs is not as yet 
vided for in the Manner he deſerves, and in that Manner 
which all former Princes of Wales have been; and this \ 
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ſuppoſed, but publicly known, and generally talked me 10. Geo: 
harm this — was thought of; therefore, if II. 1736-7. 
Motion has any Effect on People without Doors, it wil 
to ſhew them, that we are mindfal of our Duty, and 
we have 2 due Regard for the Honour of the Nation, 
for the Happineſs and Independency of the Heir As- 
ut to the Crown. 
[un far from thinking, Sir, that our agreeing to this 
gion will occafion any Breach between the two Royal 
m concerned: On the contrary, I am convinced it 
| be extremely pleaſing to both. The Royal Father 
be pleaſed to ſee his eldeſt Son and dpparent Heir ſo 
a beloved, as to have the Parliament intereſting them - 
hes in his Behalf ; and the Prince will be pleaſed to ſee 
Parliament taking Care of his being made independent 
bis Father's Miniſters and Servants. Therefore no 
ateman can in that reſpe& be under any Difficulty in 
ig his Vote for the Queſtion ; and I am ſurpriſed to 
ul ſaid that by voting for or againſt it, an Injury can 
lone to either of the Royal Perſons concerned. Can 
Fring of an honeſt and diſintereſted Advice ever be 
ied on as an Injury to the Perſon to whom it is given? 
lk my refuſing to give an Advice, which I do not think 
meer, be looked on as an Injury by any Perſon whatever? 
Addreſs propoſed is only by way of Advice ; and it is 
pg our Advice in the humbleſt Manner. Shall this, 
i de called a Violation of Property? Shall it be called a 
ung from the King that Property which is eſtabliſhed in 
i by Act of Parliament? If the Motion had been, to 
mg in 2 Bill for taking 100,000 J. from the Civil Lift, 
A ſettling it on the Prince of Wales, there might have 
= ſome Pretence for ſuch Exclamations ; but ſurely our 
Kring his Majeſty, in the humbleſt Manner, to give 
t we think the Prince ought to have, can never be 
ada Taking his Property from him by Violence; even 
Joung he had as good and as abſolute a Right to the 
wie Civil Lift Revenue, as any private Man can have to 
ute: Which I cannot grant without ſome Reſtriction; 
Wi private Man may ſquander his Eſtate in what Manner 
tjlaſes, whereas, if the Civil Liſt Revenue ſhould be 
Kcalouſly ſquandered, the Parliament would have a Right 
"lterpoſe, and would, I believe, interpoſe in a Manner 
we effeftua! than that of Addreſſing. : 
To pretend, Sir, that the Parliament has no Power to ap- 
pte Money after it is granted, or that we never enter 
way Conſideration about Money once granted to the 
„Without the previous Conſent of the Crown, has 
| Rr 2 no 
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Anno 10 Gee. no Relation to the preſent Debate; -becanſe it is not ne 
II. 1736-7. propoſed to bring in a Bill for appropriating 'any Mane, 
nor to take into our Conſideration any Grants made to tf 

| Crown; it is only propoſed to addreſs his Majeſty to.mak 
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ſuch a Settlement on the Prince of Wales as we think ne 
ceſſary for ſupporting the Dignity and Grandeyr of þ 
high Birth: But I mult confeſs, I am at a Loſs to know ho 
the Power of Parliament comes to be confined in either 
the Caſes mentioned; I am ſure the Parliament often 
one Bill appropriates Sums of Money granted by forms 
Bills in the ſame Seſſion, and why it may not appropri 
Money granted by a Bill paſſed in a former Seſſion, I ca 
not comprehend: And, I think, bur laſt Seſſion, we too 
into our Conſideration, and abſolutely releaſed a very lan 
Sum of Money, formerly granted to the Crown, witho 
any previous Conſent of the Crown ; for I do not remen 
ber we had any general Meſſage from the Crown, when 1 
paſſed the late famous Bill for and againſt Smugglers, | 
which a very large Sum of Money, due by them tot 
Crown, was abſolutely releaſed by Parliament; tho it mi 
be granted, his Majeſty had as good and as abſolute a Rig 
to every Shilling of that Money, as he has to. any ot 
Part of the Civil Liſt Revenue. Therefore, if a Moti 
had actually been made, to bring in a Bill for takit 
100,000 J. a Year from the Civil Liſt, and ſettling it 
the Prince of Wales, it would not have been without Prec 
dent, with reſpect to our having no previous Conſent fre 
the Crown ; and as the Parliament has certainly a Right 
ſee every Sum of Money applied to that Uſe for which 
was intended, tho? not expreisly appropriated, with reipe 
to the Power of Parliament, ſuch a Motion would not ha 
been entirely without Reaſon : But as the Motion now m 
to us is only for an Addreſs, there can be no Doubt of 
Parliament's having a Power to preſent ſuch an Addreſs 
is propoſed, and therefore the only Queſtion is, Whether 
no it be proper? 

With reſpect to this Queſtion, Sir, the Debate ſeet 
now indeed, by his Majeſty's Meſſage, to be brought with 
a very narrow Compals ; it ſeems in ſome Manner to be 
duced to one ſingle Point, which is, Whether his Maje 
can ſpare more than 50,000 J. from the Civil Liſt N 
venue, for the Uſe of his Royal Highneſs the Prince 
Wales? By this Meſſage even his Majeſty ſeems to ackno 
ledge, that the Prince of Wales ought to have an indepe 
dent Settlement, and that it is now high Time that Sett 
ment ſhould be made; and the Hon. Gentleman who Qi "ion 
lvered us the Meſſage ſeems to admit that the — | 

pro 
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oppoſed by it to be made is not a ſufficient Settlement; fo Au 10. Geo. 
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't Revehue, as it ſtands at preſent, can poſfibly ſpare a 
* Sum for: the Uſe of his Roya/ Highneſs ? And from 9 


is being made a Queſtion I ſhall ſhew, that reſs , 

poſed is a very proper Addreſs, and that it is become ab- 
dutely neceſſary for us to agree to preſent ſuch an Addreſs ; 
vt as ſome Objections have been made to the Right which 
he Prince has to a ſufficient independent Settlement, I ſhall 
i beg Leave to anſwer ſome of the moſt material Ob- 
eftions I have heard made againſt it. 

The Maxims of State, Sir, in any Kingdom or Common- 
v2alth, are always moſt certainly to be deduced from their 
acient and general Cuſtoms: The Hiſtorians, or Political 
Vriters of any Country, may be miſtaken, they may de- 
her that as a Maxim of State which never had any Au- 
ority as ſuch ; they may negle& to mention, or may per- 
þps not obſerve a Maxim which has always obtained; but 
nere a Cuſtom has been long and generally received, the 
Jaxim, or Rule in Politics upon which that Cuſtom is 
funded, muſt be allowed to be a Maxim of State in that 
lingdom or Commonwealth. Can any one then ſay, the 
{ling of an independent and ſufficient Proviſion upon the 
Prixce of Wales is not a Maxim of State in this Kingdom? 
bh not a Cuſtom which has been obſerved, without any 
ne Exception, as long, as far back, as we can trace our Mo- 
urchy ? And the Wiſdom of this Maxim, not only appears 
tum the Nature of the Thing itſelf, but is expreſsly point- 
tl at almoſt in every one of the Charters and Acts of Par- 
lanent that have been granted or made for that Purpoſe. 
fut, with reſpeQ to the Prince, the Wiſdom of this Maxim 
evident, becauſe he is thereby enabled to ſupport the 
Dignity and Grandeur of his Birth, without a Dependance 
on his Father's Miniſters and Servants: And then with 
e pect to the Crown itſelf, the Wiſdom of this Maxim is 
il more evident, becauſe it is eſtabliſhed and ſecured by 
be Honour and Character acquired by the Heir Apparent. 
Ttele two Conſiderations are both pointed at in the Charter, 
i At of Parliament, by which Edward III. granted the 
Duchy of Cornwall to his Son Edward the black Prince; 
ac in the Charter granted by that King for creating bis 
dn Prince of Wales, the Reaſon for that Grant is expreſsly 
&lred to be, for doing Honour to the King, and for ad- 
eng Strength to the Nation and to the Royal Family. 
Thus, Sir, we ſee that the ſettling of an independent Pro- 
mon upon the Prince of Wales, was looked on as a Piece 
# grext Wiſdom by Edward III. but now it ſeems we are 


10. Ges. to lock on it 2s 2 Soleriſm in Politics, 23's Step which 
II. 1736-7. might be the Occaſion of great Misfortunes' to the 
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ily. * 
But, Sir, while I can diſtinguiſh between that 
that honourable Dependance, which proceeds from Royalty 
and filial Duty, and that vile, that ſordid Depending, 
which proceeds from Lucre, I ſhall always be of the fane 
Opinion with our great King Edward III. The Prizc 
Wales muſt always have a Dependance on the King as his 
Father, as his Sovereign: This is a Sort of Dependanc 
which no Man can, which no honeſt Man would endeavor 
to take away or diminiſh ; but to ſay that he ought to hare 
a pecuniary Dependance upon the King, or rather upo 
the King's Miniſters, is to ſay he ought to have a Sort of 
which no Man of Honour or Spirit can ſubmit 
to; and it is a Sort of Dependance abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with our Conſtitution, The Prince of Wales is by his Birth 
the firſt Peer in Parliament, and conſequently ought not u 
be ſubjected to a diſhonourable Dependance upon any Man 
—_— be eſtabliſhed as a Maxim, that he 
ought to be under a vile pecuniary Dependance 
— it might then be july laid, he was not lh : 
firſt Peer, but the firſt Penſioner in Parliament. Fre 
this Conſideration alone we may ſee how abſolutely neceſ 
it is, to have a ſufficient and independent Proviſion feitled 
upon every Prince of Wales before he comes to Man's Eftate 
and the making of ſuch a Settlement will be ſo far fre 
deſtroying or diminiſhing that Dependance which proceec 
from Loyalty and filial Duty, that it will increaſe and ſecure 
it ; whereas the Keeping him under a pecuniary Depe 
dance may provoke him to ſhake off both his Loyalty anc 
filial Duty. A pecuniary Dependance is a 
ſo ſlaviſh a Nature, that no great Mind can long bear it 
The more Honour, the more Spirit a Man has, the mort 
impatient will he be to get rid of ſuch a De 
that Impatience may at laſt get the better both 
Loyalty and his filial Duty. | | 
Thus, Sir, in every Light we can put it, the Wiſdom « 
this Maxim, and the Neceſſity of obſerving it, muſt appeal 
evident to thoſe who think there is any other Dependanct 
in Nature beſides that which proceeds from Lucre. Index: 
to thoſe who put no Truſt in any other Sort of Dependance 
the Politics of Edward III. and the Maxim on which thoit 
Politics were founded, muſt appear ridiculous and abſard 
but, I hope, there are no ſuch Gentlemen in this Houle. | 
hope there is no Gentleman in this Houſe that ever iu! 
miged to ſuch a flaviſh Dependance, or that ever 
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.ored to impoſe any ſuch upon others ; and, I am ſure, ne 10. Geo: 
_ can put his only Truſt in that which he has never II. — 
pit within himſelf, nor ever experienced in others. ; 
For this Reaſon it cannot but appear ſtrange to me, H " 
py Gentleman in this Houſe ſhould ater to evade or deny 
de Maxim I have endeavoured to iſh ; yet fo loth, I : 
id, are ſome Gentlemen to admit of it as a Maxim of 
wee in this Kingdom, that have ranſacked our Hiſto- 
ries to find out other Reaſons for the frequent Settlements 
mie upon our Princes of Wales; and tho' the ity of 
de Crown, and the enabling the Priac to ſup the 
wur and Dignity of his noble Birth, are the "wg and 
the only Reaſons, mentioned in the Charters by which thoſe 
ttlements were made, yet we are told theſe were not the 
me Reaſons ; but that the true Reaſons were, in order to 
v Honour to ſome County or Borough, *o ſecure the 
Aettions of a People newly c » or to declare and 
cbliſh the Right of the Prince of Wales as next Heir to 
the Crown, Thus when we are to interpret ancient Laws 
a Charters, we are not to take their Meaning or Intention 
um the Words, we are to have no Regard to the expreſs 
Words of the Law, but we are to take ics Meaning or In- 
ation from the Hiſtory of ſome cotemporary Facts with 
mich we cannot but be very well acquainted ; whereas 
mien we are to interpret late Statute, for Example, 
the Statutes by which the Civil Liſt Revenue was eſtabliſhed, 
ware to regard the Words only, we are not to take the 
Veaning or Intention of the Law from the Hiſtory of thoſe 
ptemporary Facts with which we are very Well acquainted, 
| which Facts, to the particular Knowledge of many of 
* greatly influenced the Paſſing of thoſe Laws, and were 
te chief Cauſe of the Shape they now appear in, Whe- 
ther this Method of interpreting Statutes be eſtabliſhed upon 
y Rule or Maxim of Law, I do not know ; but to me it 
kems directly contrary to common Senſe ; and therefore I 
at: ftill continue to think, it has always been held as a 
Maxim of State in this Kingdom, that the Prince of Wales 
git to have a ſufficient independent Eſtate of his own; 
nat this Maxim, and the Wiſdom and Policy upon 
ich it is founded, were the chief Cauſes of all thoſe Settle- 
ns that have been made. 
A yearly Ailowance, or an Annuity depending upon the 
"1 and Picaſure of the King, might perhaps enable the 
Imre, if he reicived to ipend the W hole, yearly as it comes 
R, to live in as grand a Manner, as an Annuity of the 
me Value ettled upon, him independently and for Lite; 
25 an Avuuy depending upon the Will of any — 
mu 


ot! 


hows 10. Geo. mult be precarious and uncertain, no Man ef common P 
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been founded upon any Meſſage from the Crown, I 


Motion's being made by a Courtier, without ſo much 
ſignifying he had any Authority from the Crown fort! 
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dence will reſolve to ſpend the Whole yearly: He 1 
look on it as a Sunſhine, upon the Continuance of which 
can have no Dependance, and that therefore he oupht 
fave as much as poſlible, in order to provide ſor à clout 
or rainy Day. Beſides, Sir, an Annuity of ſuch a Nam 
looks ſo very like a Penfion, it would be inconſiſtent wil 
the Honour of the Nation to ſuffer that the Heir Appa- 
to the Crown ſhould have nothing elſe to depend on. 
would even be inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution: In th 
Kingdom we do not admit the Judges of our Commo 
Law Courts to depend upon the precarious Will and Pleaſy 
of the King, and ſhall we admit or ſuffer that the Prince 
Wales, who is one'of the Judges of the ſupreme and highe 
Court of Judicature in the Nation, ſhould have nothing 
to depend on ? Therefore we muſt conclude that, from tl 
eſtabliſhed Maxims of the Kingdom, from à continu 
Series of Precedents for a great many Apes paſſed, and fro 
the very Nature of our Conſtitution, the Prince of Wal 
has a Right to a ſufficient and independent Settlement; at 
that the Parliament may interpoſe for making that Ng 
effectual, has been ſhewn from many Precedents. - © © 
*Tis true, Sir, this likewiſe has been objected to, and 
has been ſaid, that the Parliament has ſeldom or never ine n 
poſed but when deſired or prompted by the Crown to. 


ſo; or otherwiſe, that the Precedents are ſuch as ought Ng 


to be drawn into Example. Sir, There is not one of 
Precedents which have been mentioned, that appears to ha 


Motion was perhaps, in ſome of them, made by one wii: 
was known to be a Courtier ; but can it be ſaid that be Ki 


Purpoſe, would have made it proper for the Parliament Wir: 
have agreed to a Motion, which it would not have be 
proper for them to have agreed to, if the ſame had be 
made by any other Perſon, or by one who was not knoi 


to be a Courtier? Therefore we mvſt ſuppoſe, that withogl "ot 


any Regard to the Mover, the Parliament approved of 
Motion, and thought it ſuch a one as was proper for the 
to agree to; and from thence we muſt conclude, that e. 
one of the Precedents mentioned in the Beginning of n the 
Debate is a good Precedent for the Addreſs propoſed. ned, 

But unluckily, Sir, for the Gentlemen of the other SP th: 
of the Queſtion, there are, I think, very ſufficient Reaſo i bim 
for believing, the Addreſs, or Petition of Parliament, en, in 
having Richard the Son of the Black Prince ereated Pute, 
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tat Time; for it appears from our Records, that that 

Prince was ſent to Parliament at the Deſire and upon 
i Petition of the Commons; and when the Parliament ad- 
heſſed for having him created Prince of Wales, the King's 


bes; for in his Anſwer he tells them, the creating of a 
Prince of Wales no way belonged to the Parliament, but to 
de King only; which is an Anſwer it can hardly be ſup- 
vel he would have made, if the Addreſs of Parliament 
ud proceeded from his Authority, or had been moved for 
I bis Approbation: Then again, from the Circumſtances 
f the Court at that Time, it is not probable the King 
would have been ſo forward in creating his Grandſon Prince 
Valet, if he had not been forced to it by his Parliament; 
kr it is certain that King, in his old Age, fell into a Sort 
{ Lxve Dotage, and gave himſelf entirely up to the Ma- 
weement of his Miſtreſs Alice Pierce, and his ſecond Son, 
tie Duke of Lamcaſter, which raiſed a moſt reaſonable Jea- 
wy in Edward the Black Prince, who was then upon his 
Death bed, and therefore could not but be anxious about the 


ne and Right of his omy Son Prince Richard, whom he 
r inte nd he was ſoon to leave a Child in the Hands of a doting 


m to WCrndfather, and an ambitious aſpiring Uncle. For this 
ght eon, 'tis thought, he applied privately to Parliament, 
e of ey obliged the King to ſend his ſecond Son abroad, 
to ha to baniſh his Miſtreſs and all her Favourites from 


un, which happened only about a Year before the Black 


one WI Nins Death; but no ſooner was that Prince dead than 
hat e King recalled this Duke Lamcaſter; and Alice Pierce, 
nuch u her Favourites, reſumed their Places and their Intereit 
for tha: Court, inlomuch that a Member of the Houſe of Com- 


ment Wen; was impriſoned for having ſpoke freely againſt her in 
ve beſrlament, and was actually a Priſoner, when Prince Ri- 
ad ders was created Prince of Wales, which ſhews that the 


og was then very much under her Management; and it 
dot very probable ſhe would adviſe the King to be ſo very 
rey in conferring that Honour on Prince Richard, ſince 
could not but be ſenſible that young Prince's Father had 
en the Cauſe of her having been baniſhed the Court. 
ir theſe Reaſons I think it may molt probably be pre- 
ned, that both the Motions in Favour of Prince Richard, 
Md that for his coming to Parliament, and that for creat- 
Slim Prince of Wales, were made and carried in Parlia- 
at, in Oppoſition to the Court at that Time. This fully 
Utes the Motion now made, and ſhews we have a Right 
Vor. LV, 8 and 


awer ſhews he was not very well pleaſed with the Ad- 


Wales, was reſolved on by Parliament without any Di- ie. G. 8 
»tion from, nay- probably in Oppoſition to the Court at II. 
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Ann 10. Geo, and a Power to interpoſe in Favour of the Heir 4005 | 


. . the Crown, without any previous Conſent or Approt , |; 
S from the Crown; nd © have it will not rr de 
Reign of Edward III. as has been ſaid of the Reign in 
Henry VI. that nothing that happened in that Reign oagb ©" 
to be made a Precedent for any thing in the preſent Reign 
But, Sir, even with reſpe& to the Reign of Ham FI 
— As unfortunate, as tempeſtuous * as it wa lo 
there were many Things then done by Parliament, whe 7 
ought to be made, and which, I hope, always will be fo le 
lowed as good Precedents, as often as the Parliament be fun! 
the ſame Occaſion, When the Nation has the good Fo Lin 
tune to be under a wiſe and a prudent Adminiſtration, u 
Parliament has never an Occaſion to exert any of its ext 
dinary Powers. It is in a weak Reign, or under a wick 0 
Adminiſtration, we are to, look for the Powers of Parli dle 
ment; it is in tempeſtuous Times the State flies to Parli 'Þ 
ment for Preſervation ; there, I truſt in God, the State ſhal te | 
always find it, and then the Power of Parliament can | Nat 
bounded by nothing but the Good of the Public. be 
Another Precedent, which we are told ought not to H ®: 
followed, is that which happened in the Reign of Kin nen 
William; and why is not this to be followed ? Becauſe de 
produced a Prorogation. Sir, I fay, for that very Reason 
it ought to be highly applauded, and ought to be followed **- 
Can it be ſaid that the Princes Anne of Denmark ought n ©? 
to have had ſome additional Settlement made upon her WM = 
Would not ſuch a Neglect have been a Blemiſh upon th tep] 
Glory of that Reign ? Yet that wiſe and great King, by th jaſt 
Advice of ſome weak or malicious Favourites, would prob: T 
bly have committed that Error, or would at leaſt have omit", 
ted that Duty, if it had not been for the Honour, the FI "nl 
delity, and the Obſtinacy of his Parliament. They thougi Kin 
it was what the King ought to do, they therefore thought iſ 
was their Duty to adviſe him to do it; they infiſted upon it ls ( 
notwithitanding the King's Diſpleaſure, and by diſobligio ure 
him they put one of the greateſt Obligations upon him JM "i 
becauſe they at laſt prevailed with him to do that which va de 
Tight. The Behaviour of that Parliament is therefore egal 
glorious Example, which, I hope, will be followed by th d 
J can have no Apprehenſion that an unſeaſonable Frorc Ilan 
gation will be the Conſequence of our agreeing to thy tr 
Motion ; but if it ſhould, it can be no Reaſon againſt cu, i! 
agreeing to the Motion: It would be a ſtrong Reaſon fol" 
our reſuming the Affair, and agreeing to a Motion of th Lay 
ſame Nature the very firſt Day of the next Seflion, ls 
| 2 
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Ling and his eldeſt Son; becauſe it is not ſo natural for a 
Man to provide honourably for his preſumptive Heir, as it 
zu provide for his own Children. Suppoſe then a King, 
bo has no Children, does not provide honourably for his 
umptive Heir, what is it that gives the Parliament a 
kight to intermeddle ? Is it not the Right which that pre- 
knptive Heir has by the Conſtitution and Maxims of this 
lngdom to a ſufficient independent Settlement, and the 
Power the Parliament has to fee that Right made effectual? 
And has not the Heir Apparent as good a Right, by the 
(ſtitution and Maxims of this Kingdom, to a ſufficient 
wependent Settlement, as the Heir preſumptive ? Surely 
* has; he has not only the ſame Right by the Maxims of 
te Kingdom, but alſo an additional Right by the Laws of 
Nature; and if the King his Father ſhould negle& or re- 
ke to give him his Right, which may certainly hap 

ine time or other to be the Caſe, has not the Parlia- 
nent a Power to ſee that Right, at leaſt, which he has by 
de Maxims of the Kingdom, made effectual? To ſay they 
hve not, would be to tell us, that where the Maxims of 
de Kingdom only are neglected, the Parliament may in- 
pole, in order to procure a Remedy; but where both the 

lays of Nature, and the Maxims of the Kingdom are 
wplefted, the Parliament cannot interpoſe, nor make the 
at Step towards procuring a Remedy. 

To avoid falling into ſuch a palpable Abſurdity, we are 
id, that common Decency does not admit of the Parlia- 
nent's interpoſing between Father and Son, that it would 
eintetmeddliag in the King's domeſtic Affairs, and pre- 
fiding to his Majeſty what Proviſion he ſhould make for 
ls Children; and laſtly, that tho' the Parliament may 
ure a Right to offer Advice to their Sovereign in Affairs 
rich regard his Political and Royal Capacity, yet they 
krer ought to offer Advice to him in any Affairs which 
Rad only his Natural and Paternal Capacity. As for 
ammon Decency, Sir, it can never be inconſiſtent with 2 
llan's Duty; therefore if it be the Duty of Parliament to 
Werpoſe ſo far between the King and his eldeſt Son, as to 
Wile the Father to make that Settlement upon his eldelt 
mn, which he is bound to make by the Maxims and the 
lays of his Kingdom, common Decency can never forbid 
Uprevent the Performance of that Duty, nor can any hum- 
ll and reſpe&ful Adcreſs or Petition from Parliament, ever 
k called a Preſcribing to the King what Proviſion he 
82 ſhould 


put we have been told, Sir, there may be a Reaſon for Arno 10. Gee. 
ke Parliament's interpoſing between a King and his pre- II. 1736-7 
wptive Heir, which can never hold with reſpe& to a 


Anno 10. Geo. 
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therefore the Parliament has ſome Sort of Right to preſcriby 


Prince of Wales's Right to a ſufficient and independent Settle 
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ſhould make for any of his Children; but if it ſhould, th, 
Princes and Princeſſes of the Royal Family are in fon, 
Manner the Children of the Nation, as was in a late Caf 
moſt ſolemnly decided; they are all ſo much the Childre, 
of the Nation, that the Nation is in Honour bound to 

them provided for in a Manner ſuitable to their high Birth 


What may be deemed an honourable Proviſion for eve 
one of them; they are to give that Proviſion, and ſufel 
they have a Right to ſee what they give properly applied 
But with reſpect to the eldeſt Son, and Heir Apparent of th 
Crown, it has been made ſo fully appear, and has been { 
generally admitted, that the Nation has a Concern in ſe 
ing him honourably provided for, that I am furprized t 
hear it ſo much as inſinuated, that an Addreſs for that Pur 
poſe would be an intermedding in the King's domefti 
Affairs, or in thoſe Affairs which regard only his Natur: 
and Paternal Capacity: It is an Affair which regards hi 
Nlajeſty's Political and Royal Capacity as much as it does hi 
Natural and Paternal Capacity ; and therefore the Parlia 
ment has as good a Right to offer their Advice in that Affi 
as they can have in any other, 

I hope, Sir, I have now, to the Satisfaction of every Ge! 
tleman in the Houſe, eſtabliſhed his Royal Highneſs tl 


ment by the Maxims of the Kingdom, and, I hope, I hay 
equally eſtabliſhed the Power the Parliament has to inter 
pole, at leaſt by an Addreſs, in order to ſee that Righ 
made effectual, both from Precedent and from the Natu 
of the Thing itſelf, —— With reſpect to the Right which 
his Royal Highne/s may have to ſuch a Sattlement, either it 
Law or Equity, from the Method in which the Civil Lil 
is now eitabliſhed, and from the Statutes by which cha 
Eitabliſhment was made, I hope no Gentleman expects we 
are bound to make out the Right in the ſame Manner! 
would be, or ought to be made out, in any of the Courts ut 
WW. /iminjter-Hall ; and therefore, I believe, I need not tak 
any Notice ef that Learning which has been made uſe 0 
to prove that he has not ſuch a Right as would be recover 
able in any of the Courts below. It may be true, that hd 
has no ſuch Right as would entitle him to ſue and recove 
in any of the Courts in Weſtminfler-Hall, and yet he ma 
have a Right both in Law and Equity, and ſuch a Right 
the Parliament are bound to ſee made effectual. The Court 
of Common Law, we know, are confined to very ſtrie 
Rules, it is neceſſary they ſhould be ſo; but in Parliames 
we are bound to follow Juſtice and Equity wherever we cat 
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ul it, and to adminiſter it impartially when we have found Ane 10, C. 


+; ln ſo doing we ſhew a proper Regard to the Honour II. 4736-7, 
nd [ntereſt of the Crown, as well as the Liberties and 


kopercies of the Sudject; and while his Majeſty's Miniſters 
as loyal as his faithful Commons have always ſhewed 


irth temſelves to be, the general Equity of an AR of Parlia- 
(crib gent will be as ſacred, as religiouſly obſerved, and as cloſely 


eve ghered to at St Fames's, as the Words of it are in Nef. 
ſure] pinfer-Hall. ; on | 
plied Bat, Sir, notwithſtanding the narrow Limits our Judges 
of th it Common Law have confined themſelves to, notwith- 
een (MY nding their cloſe Adherence to the Letter of the Law, I 
in ſe an hardly believe they will give it as their Opinion, that 
zed (oY be Prince of Wales has no Right either in Law or Equity 
t Pulp Support out of the Civil Liſt Revenue; becaufe he has 
met; ttinly as good a Right to that Share of the Civil Lift 
1 venue which was intended for him by Parliament, as they 
ds hi he to the Salaries they enjoy. Neither his Right nor 
oes bi dr Right is founded upon the expreſs Words of any 
Parlia i Gatute, they are both founded upon the Meaning and In- 


zation of the Legiſlature, at the Time thoſe Statutes were 
uſed, by which the Civil Liſt is eſtabliſhed, and they muſt 


Gen find and fall together. I do not mean to ſay, that our 
s ned Judges would at any Time be biaſſed in their 
Settle Opinion by their own Intereſt, I am ſure the preſent would 
In. No, Sir; they certainly think, and every Man, I be- 
inter le, thinks, they have both a legal and an equitable Right 
Rig th: Salaries they now enjoy, and as the Prince of Wales 
Natu Met ſands upon the ſame Foundation, they would. cer- 
which n judge of it as they do of their own, and would con- 
her in ent) give it as their Opinion, that it was a Right 
il Lig £nded both in Law and Equity. 

h cha vurely, Sir, neither = udges in Wet minfter- Hall, nor 
as ve”! Lawyer, nor any Man in the Kingdom, can ſay, the 
aner Y Males has no Right to have a neceſſary Support 
urts 1988 lowed him out of the Civil Liſt. The Gentlemen of the 
x take Ger Side of the Queſtion do not pretend to ſay any ſuch 
uſe ol ng; they have even told us, the eldeſt Son of every 
over ane! Gentleman in England ought to be ſupported out of 
hat l Father's Eitate, and that that Support ought to be ac- 
covey arling to the Character and Circumſtances of the Family; 
e ma" lay they, he has no legal or equitable Right to any 
ight a nicular Share of his Father's Eſtate, or to any Share but 
Cour b as his Father pleaſes to allow him, unleſs that Right 
y iO K clabliſhied by ſome Settlement agreed to by the Father. 
ja men WW not this, Sir, to tell us, the Son has a Right and no 


kit? He has a Right to be ſupported out of * E. 
er's 


me 10. Geo,” ther's Eſtate, but he has no Right to that Support TT 
II. 1736-7. his Father pleaſes to allow it him. This Method of arg; 
ing might, for what I know, be of ſome Weight in 15 6 
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minfter Hall ; but ſurely, it can be of no Weight in d 
Houſe. If a Son has a Right to be ſupported out of þ 
Father's Eſtate according to the Character and Circ, 
ſtances of the Family, be certainly has both a legal and 
equitable Right to that particular Share of his Father 
Eſtate which bears a juſt Proportion to, and is determine 
by the Character and Circumſtances of the Family; and 
the Father does not allow him that Share, he certain! 
withholds his Right from him. This Right may perha; 
not be recoverable in any of the Courts of Ve nir 


Hall; but there are many good and juſt Rights which 2 Th 
not made recoverable in Veſtminſter-Hall, becauſe ti T4 
making them recoverable there, would occaſion ſuch a M. vole 
titude of Law-Suits, as would be inconſiſtent with the gens 45 
ral Good of Society: The Right a Man has to Gratitude 5 
Return for Benefits beſtowed, is not recoverable by af fy 
Action or Suit at Law, yet that Right is as good and - 
equitable a Right as any Right a Man can have, Int 1 | 
fame Manner the Right the Prince has to a ſufficient inde 
pendent Settlement out of the Civil Liſt Revenue, is a goe Fr 
and an equitable Right, and tho' it be not recoverable E 
Law, yet it is ſuch a Right as may be regarded, and ou! 1 
to be enforced by Parliament. - wy 4 
To make ſtill a farther Uſe of the Rights of priru t 
Men, in order to clear up the Right now under our Cot he 8 
fideration ; ſuppoſe, Sir, a Country Gentleman has aſma ob 
Eſtate, and a great Number of Children; ſuppoſe a neigh. 
bouring Gentleman, or a Relation, of a plentifal Elan de 
and bountiful Diſpoſition, takes Notice of his Neige 
bour's or his Relation's Difficulties, and in order to relieve... 
him, and enable him to ſupport his Family, ſettles a lar 
Annuity upon him for Life ; and ſuppoſe that in the Dee 600 
for eſtabliſhing that Annuity it is expreſsly mentioned, than. - 
the Annuity was granted him in order to enable him to fue 
port and provide honourably for his Family; I ſhould! nec 
glad to know whether the eldeſt Son of that Country Ge La 
tleman would have any Right to be ſuppörted out of thi dro 
Annuity, and what Sort of Right he would have? I belicnh.. 
in that Caſe, he would have not only a ay eſtabliſh e., 
upon the general Principles of Equity, but ſuch a Right: * 
would be recoverable in the Court of Chancery, eſpecial... 
if the Gran of the Annuity joined with him in to. 
Complaint. And I am very certain, if the Annu. 


ſhould waſte his Annuity, and neglect to provide — 
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te u Children, eſpecially for his eldeſt Son, the Grantor Zr 10. Geo, 
mud have a Right to 2 or at leaſt to adviſe, or II. 1736-7. 
of him that he would apply the Annuity to thoſe | 
ſes for which he had granted it; and his giving ſuch an 

Wyice would be abiolute]ly neceſſary, if he intended that 

te Annuitant's eldeſt Son and A nt Heir, ſhould like- 

le be his Heir, and next Succeſſor to his Eftate. This is 

pappoſite to the Caſe now before us, that I need not make 

1 Application. It not only ſhews that the Prince has a 

light to a ſufficient Settlement out of the Civil Liſt Re- 

ende, but it ſhews that we have a Right, that we are in 


* uy bound to interpoſe, in order to ſee that Right made 
i anl. 

15 Thus, Sir, it appears the Prince has a Right to be ſup- 
U A 


out of the Civil Liſt Revenue by the general Maxime 
{ the Kingdom, and alſo by the Meaning and Intention of 


Mag very Statutes by which the preſent Civil Liſt was 
8e cb ined; and if he has a Right to any Support, he has 
ud enzinly a Right to a ſufficient Support, to ſuch a 8 

J züe high Character of the Royal Family of Great Britain 


wy require, and the preſent Circumſtances of the Civil 
lit Revenue will admit of; therefore, if the Settlement 


Ind wpoſed, by the Meſſage now before us, to be made, be 
L U . * . 

* xt ſufficient, the Meſſage is ſo far from being an Argu- 
on zent againſt, that it is one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments that 


w be thought of, for the Motion; becavſe it ſhews that 
thout the Interpofition of Parliament, his Royal Highne/5 
tot to have, nor can expect a ſufficient Settlement. That 
* — "Wt: Settlement propoſed to be made upon his Royal High- 
i by this Meſſage, is not ſufficient, has been in ſome Man- 
kr acknowledged by the Hon. Gentleman who delivered 
the Meſſage 3 but farther, Sir, it has been expreſsly ac- 
kwyledged by the King himſelf, By the Regulation and 
” *tlement of the Princes Houſhold, as made ſome Time 
p 0 ey his Majeſty himſelf, the yearly Expence comes to 
e Dei without allowing one Shilling to his Royal High- 
wor Acts of Charity and Generoſity. By the Meſſage 
bv before us, it is propoſed to ſettle upon him only 
7 J. a Year, and yet from this Sum we muſt deduct 
Y de Land Tax, which at two Shillings in the Pound amounts 
dein J a Year, we muſt likewiſe deduRt the Sixpenny 
Mliſhe Ky to the Civil Liſt Lottery, which amounts to 1,250 J. 
lear, and alſo we muſt dedu& the Fees payable at tbe 

Kiequer, which will amount to about 750/. a Year 
Ke; all which DeduQtions amount to 7,000 J. a Year, 
adoces the 50,000 . a Year propoſed to be ſettled upon 
--ient\ by the Meſſage, to 43,000 J. a Year: Now * bis 
10 | yal 


Kune 10. Geo. Regal Highneſs has no other Eſtate but the Durtiy of 6; 
II. 1736-7. wall, which can't be reckoned at the moſt above — 
ua Year, his whole yearly Revenue can amount but 
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2, 00 J. a Year; and yet the yearly Expence of þ 
ouſhold, according to his Majeſty's own Regulation, is 
amount to 63,000 /. a Year, without allowing his' R 
Highneſs one Shilling for the Indulgence of that genero 
and charitable Diſpoſition with which he is known tot 
endued, to a very eminent Degree. Suppoſe then we alle 
him but 10,000 J. a Year for the Indulgence of that laud 
ble Diſpoſition, his whole yearly Expence, by his Majety 
own Acknowledgment, muſt then amount to 73,009 / 
Year, and his yearly Income, according to this Mefſagy 
can amount to no'more than 52,000 J. a Year. Is th; 
Sir, ſhewing any Reſpe& to his Merit? Is this providin 
for his Generofity ? Is it not reducing him to à real Wan 
even with reſpe& to his Neceflities, and conſequent!y to 
unavoidable Dependance, and a vile, a pecumary Depe 
dance too, upon his Father's Miniſters and Servants ? 
confeſs, Sir, when I firſt heard this Motion made, I » 
wavering a good deal in my Opinion; but this Meſſage | 
confirmed me: I now ſee that without the Interpofition « 
Parliament, his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, il 
Heir Apparent to our Crown, mult be reduced to the greate 
Straits, the moſt inſufferable Hardſhips. 
After what I have ſaid, Sir, I think I need not take 1 
your Time with ſhewing the yearly Value of the Settl 
ments made upon former Princes of Wales ; the Inſuf 
ciency of the Settlement propoſed for the preſent is ſo d 
monſtrable from the Calculations and Accounts I have l: 
before you, that there is Occafion for having recourſe 
former Precedents, for ſhewing that Inſufficiency; yet 
cannot omit taking Notice to you, that the Revenue e 
joy'd by the late King Fames while Duke of Vorl, tho bi 
preſumptive Heir of the Crown, amounted to 104.0000. 
Year ; and the Revenue enjoy'd by the preſent King, whi 
Prince of Walks, amounted to upwards of 100,000. 
Year ; which I take Notice of, in order to ſhew you, th 
his Majeſty did not propoſe any Thing extraordinary « 
extravagant, when he regulated and ſettled the Houſhol 
for his preſent Royal Highneſs. 
l come now, Sir, to the laſt Queſtion, and which I take 
be, indeed, the only Queſtion in this Debate, which 
Whether it be poſſible for his Majeſty to ſpare more tn 
50,000/. a Year for his Royal Highneſs, from the Civil Li 
as it now ſtands eſtabliſhed ? And this Queſtion I ſhall co 
ſider in two Methods; firſt, by ſhewing that the Civil 
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v now Eſtabliſhed, muſt amount to above 100, ooo J. a Year Amo 10. Geo: 
pore than was ever had or enjoy'd by his late Majeſty; II 1736-7. 


ud next, by ſuppoſing that it amounts to no more than was 
oy d by his late Majeſty. Io the firſt Method, Sir, let 
remember, *was acknowledged in Parliament before the 
ne Gin Act was paſſed, that the Produce of the whole 
Ines, Exciſes, and Duties, appropriated to the Civil Lift, 
mounted to 818,000 J. a Year: I believe it will be ad- 
nited that the 70,000 J. a Year granted by that AR to the 
(iril Liſt, and made payable out of the Aggregate, or ra- 
ther out of the Sinking Fund, does more than compenſate 
the Loſs the Civil Lift ſuſtained by taking from it the Du- 
tes on Spirituous Liquors, in which Cale the Increaſe of 
te Exciſe upon Beer and Ale, occaſioned by the preventing 
te Retail of Spirituous Liquors, muſt wholly be à nett Pro- 
k to the Civil Liſt: The Increaſe of the Exciſe upon 
ker and Ale, if I am rightly informed, amounted for the 
rey firſt Quarter, I mean from Micbaelmas to Chriftmas laſt, 
pnear 30,000 J. one Half of which goes to the Civil Liſt; 
b that we may reckon the Civil Liſt has got by the Gin 
it, an Addition of at leaſt 60,000 /. a Year ; beſides 
int is got by the Increaſe of the Wine-Licence Duty, 
mich every one knows has been greatly increaſed by pro. 
lbicing the Retail of Spirituous Liquors. I hen, Sir, let 
6 recolle&t, that a little before his preſent Majeſty's e- 
ron, the Civil Lift was diſcharged of 36. 200 J. a Year 
n Penſions, which, during the greateſt Part of his late Ma- 
K's Reign, were paid out of the Civil Lift, but ever 
ice his Majeſty's Acceſſion have been a Burthen upon, and 
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fd out of the public Service. Let us add together theſe * 


ure Sums of 818,000/. 60, ooo J. and 36, 200 J. and 
wey amount to 914, 200 J. which, according to the higheſt 
obability, we muſt allow to be the yearly Amount of the 
(mil Liſt Revenue as now eſtabliſhed, and which is 
14,000/, a Year, more than was enjoy'd by his late Ma- 
ch, even including all the particular Grants that were oc- 
wonally made to the Civil Liſt in his Reign, 

but, Sir, this is not all; his preſent Majeſty has had one 
ey extraordinary Grant of 115,000/. made to the Civil 
lit; and the $0,000 /. granted as a Fortune to the Princeſs 
kojel, may properly be ſaid to have been an extraordinary 
rant to the Civil Liſt ; for tho' I am far from finding 
kalt with that Grant, yet as the Civil Liſt was granted in 
Ker to enable his Majeſty to make an honourable Proviſion 
« tis whole Royal Family, that Princeſs's Marriage Pro 
Won ſhould have been paid out of the Civil Liit ; and 
e the Public took it upon them, it ought to be looked on 
v2 rev and an extraordinary Grant made to the Civil Liſt. 
les, IV. SF: 0 Then, 


Imo 10. Ges. Then, Sir, 1 muſt not forget another yealy Addicer 


II. 1736-7. 


London; but if it is laid out for paying Penſions in Scotlans 
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which may be looked on as a very great Sum; conſidering 
from whence it comes, I mean a Sum of 40, 000 J. a Yep 
from Scotland, which is now a yearly Addition to che Ciy; 
Liſt. I will not, indeed, take upon me to fay, that the 
Whole or any Part of that Sum is brought iu Specie t. 


which mult be paid yearly out of the Civil Liſt Revenne, 1 
may take upon me to ſay, it prevents an equal Sum fror 
being ſent yearly in Specie from London. ' From all which 
Conſiderations I think it is evident, his preſent Majeſty ha 
above 100,000 J. a Year more than his late Majeſty eve 
enjoy'd, and therefore we muſt conclude he may eaſily ſpar 
100,000 J. a Year forthe Uſe of his Royal Highneſs, withoy 
any great Frugality or good Management, and without con 
tracting any Part of that Expence which was found neceſſi 
in the late Reign. I am now, Sir, to make a Suppoſitie 
which, I believe, no Gentleman that hears me, will joi 
with me in: I am to ſuppoſe that the Civil Liſt Revenue 
with all the Additions and Improvements lately madeto it 
does not produce one Shilling more than his late Majeſty en 
joy d, including the ſeveral occaſional Grants that we 
made to him: In ſhort, I am to ſuppoſe, it does not produ 
one Shilling more than 800,000 J. a Year; and if ups 
this Suppoſition I can ſhew, that with tolerable Management 
it may ſpare 100,000 J. a Year to the Prince, I am fo 
every Gentleman will conclude, his Royal Highneſs oug} 
to have at leaſt that Sum ſettled upon him; and the Op 
poſition that has been made to this Motion, and the Meſhg 
we have received, will be additional Arguments for havin 
that Sum ſettled upon him in the moſt independent Manne 

de may remember, Sir, or at leaſt we may fee by the Jou 
nals, that when the 700,000 J. a Year was ſettled upon 
late Majeſly, the State of the King's Houſhold, and allo ti 
State of the Prince of Walers Houſhold, and the whole! dan 
ticles of Expence neceſſary for ſupporting the Honour at 
Dignity of the Crown, or of the Heir Apparent, were ve 
minutely and maturely examined into and conſidered, at 
upon that minute and ſtrict Examination it was found, th 
600,000 . a Year was ſufficient for ſupporting the Honol 
and Dignity of the Crown, and that 100,000 J. a Y 
was the leaſt that was neceſſary for ſupporting the Hono 
and Dignity of the Heir Apparent. In the Calculations mag Fnce 
at that time, we are not to ſuppoſe, the Parliament reſtricte 
themſelves to the nett Sum which appeared to be neceſſaf prned 
for ſupporting the King's Houſhold and Civil Governmeq vent. 
We cannot ſuppoſe any ſuch Thing, becauſe the nett Su 


— 
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* 


he firſt Year of the late King, the whole Expence of his 


144,000 l. ſo that if they had reſtricted themſelves to the 
ett Sum which appeared to be neceſſary for ſupporting the 
King's Houſhold and Civil Government, they could not 
hve computed the Sum neceſſary for that Purpoſe at above 

ooo. a Year; but they conſidered that ſomething 
gz to be allowed yearly for Acts of Generoſity and Charity, 
ind ſomething was likewiſe to be allowed yearly for what 
« called ſecret Service Money; for both which, it ſeems, 
they computed 140,000 J. a Year would be ſufficient, and 
therefore reckoned that a groſs Sum of 600,000 /. a Year 
wald be ſufficient for ſupporting the Honour and Dignity 
o the Crown, to which they added - 100,000 J. a Year 
nore for the Support of the Prince of Wales. 

The 140,000 J. a Year allowed for Acts of Generoſity, 
id for ſecret Service Money, was then thought to be a very 
ige and a very ſufficient Allowance ; and from the Ex- 
perience of the former Reign, from the Experience of the 
Reign of Queen Anne, there was good Reaſon to think it a 
ry ſufficient Allowance ; for in all that Reign, beſides 
what was allowed for ſecret Service Money to the Generals 
ef our Armies, and moſt profitably, moſt gloriouſly for the 
Nation beſtowed by them, or at leaſt by one of them, I 
nean our General in Flanders, there appeared to be but two 
dans given to any ſecret or unknown Uſes, and theſe were 
b ſmall, ſo trifling, it would ſurpriſe one; for the one was a 
em only of 1200 J. and the other of 500 /. only; and 
eren as to theſe, upon a particular and private Enquiry, it 
wheared, the firſt had been iſſued for entertaining Prince 
ligene, when he did this Nation the Honour of a Viſit, and 
tie other had been made a Preſent of to one of the Queen's 
vn Relations. From hence, I fay, the Parliament had 
pod Reaſon to think that 140, oo0 J. a Year was a ſufficient 
Allowance to his late Majeſty for Acts of Generoſity, and 
for ſecret Service; but I do not know for what Reaſon, 
ir by what Fatality, the Branch of the Civil Liſt Expence 
alled ſecret Money, increaſed prodigiouſly in the late Reign: 
It increaſed ſo prodigiouſly, Sir, that in four Years, from 
de Year 1721, to 1725, that Branch of the Civil Liſt Ex- 
pence amounted to 2,728,000 J. which was at a Medium 
82,00 J. a Year, as appeared by an Account which hap- 
ped by ſome Chance or other to be laid before Parlia- 
nent. By that Account it appeared, that vaſt Sums ef 
Money had been given for Purpoſes Which. nobody undes. 

SETS ood, 


fund neceſſary for that Purpoſe in the late Queen's Time, Aung 10. Gee. 
rs never to have exceeded 430,000 J. a Year; and in II. 1736 7. 


Houſhold and Civil Government, amounted to but about © 


— by 


Anno 10. Geo.\ſtood, and to Perſons whom nobody knew, 0720008 be; 
II. 1736-7. of; for which Reaſon in the Beginning of the following 
WHG Sellion, the Account having been laid before the Houſe at th 


had a Mind to have it taken into Conſideration, but thi 


meant by the Experience of paſff Times, and therefore [ ſha | 
take che Liberty co explain myiclf upon that * Nan n. 
8 I 
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very latter End of the former Seſſion, ſeveral Gentlem 


Enquiry was warded off, by telling them, the. Parliamer 
could not take into their Conſideration any Account that hac 
been preſented to a former Seflion, + 
lt is to this only, Sir, we are to impute the Neceſlity « 
making any new Grants to the Civil Liſt in the late King' 
Reign; for as to the viſible Expence of the King's Houſhol 
and Civil Government, it was no Way increaſed, or at le: 
not conſiderably increaſed, above what it was in the forme 
Reign, or in the firſt Year of his own; and as the viſibl 
Expence of his preſent Majeſty's Houſhold and Civil Ge 
vernment is no way, or but very little, increaſed -aboy 
what the Expence of the late King's Houſhold and Givi 
Government amounted to, even ſuppoſing the preſent Ciy 
Liſt Revenue to amount to no more than 800, ooo J. a Yea! 
we multi conclude that 100,000 J. a Year may eaſily be ſpare 
out of it, for the Uſe of the Prince of Wales ; tor allowin 
460,000 J. a Year to be now neceſſary for ſupporting tt 
nett Charge of the King's Houſhold and Civil Government 
which is 30,000 /. a Year more than it amounted to in tt 
late Queen's Reign, and 7000/7. a Year more than 
amounted to in the firſt Year of the late King's Reign; 
lowing 50,0004. a Year for the Queen; allowing 50,000 
a Year tor Prince William, the Princeſſes, and for a pre 
portionable additional Allowance for Bed and Board, ar 
other extraordinary Expences in the ſeveral Palaces ; ar 
allowing 100,000/, a Year for the Prince qq Wales; b 
Majeſty has remaining 140,000 J. a Year to be employ'd 1 
Acts of Generoſity, and in ſecret Service, which is as larg 
a Sum as the Parliament thought neceſſary for that Purpol 
in the Beginning of the late Reign, and is, in my Opinior 
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a larger Sum than can, in Time of Peace, be wiſely aſs tr; 
prudently employ'd in that Way, eſpecially conſidering MH Li 
Ala jeſty's numerous Iſſue, and the great Expences which dq Fro: 


and muſt neceſſarily attend an honourable Proviſion for | 
Whole Royal Family. 

From the Account I have given you, Sir, of the oro 
-gious Increaſe of fecret Service Money in the late Reign, 
may more clearly ſee, than perhaps we could do before 
what was the Intention of that Parliament which eſtabliſe 
the pretent Civil Liſt upon his Majeſty, and what was tt 
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wrprifing Account of the ſecret Service Money I have o 10: Ge 
gentioned, was then freſh in every Man's Memory; it had II. 1936-7. 
Een under their Conſideration but a Year or two before; 3 
ad the extraordinary Amount of that Account had been ſo 
auch and ſo lately found fault with, that they would not 
etzinly have agieed-to ſettle upon his preſent Majeſty as 
wgea Civil Liſt as had been ſettled and given to the late 
Ling, but that they conſidered that his Majeſty had a Queen- 
laaſort and ſeveral younger Children to provide for, and 
terefore could not allow his Miniſters to run into any ſuch 
atrzordinary Expence with reſpect to ſecret Service Money, 
u would apply what might and ought to be ſaved upon 
kat Article, to the making an honourable Proviſion for 
te Queen-Conſort, and for his younger Children. As his 
ue Majeſty had in the Whole but 500,000 J. a Year, as 
ut Revenue had enabled him not only to ſupport the 
Honour and Dignity of the Crown, but to employ a much 
ayer Sum in ſecret Service Money than had ever before 
ken, or ever could for the future be neceſſary or fafe in this 
lngdom, according to the Opinion of many Gentlemen 
both Houſes of Parliament, thoſe Gentlemen could not, 
kam the Experience of paſt Times, conclude, that 700,000 J. 
;Year would be. neceſſary for his preſent Majeſty, if they 
A not conſidered as I have ſaid that his 'preſent Majeſty 
ad a Queen-Conſort and ſeveral younger Children to pro- 
nde for, and that whatever could be ſaved out of the Sums 
xellesly, as they thought, expended in ſecret Service Mo. 
x7 by his late Majeſty, might be uſefully employ'd by his 
xeſent Majeſty, in making an honourable Proviſion for his 
loyal Family; therefore, and for this Reaſon only, they 
weed to the ſettling 700,000 J. a Year upon his preſent 
lajeſty for ſupporting the Honour and Dignity of the 
doun, and providing for his Royal Family; and to this 
an 1:0,000 J. a Year more was added, in order that he 
Wight ſettle upon the Prince of Wales, as ſoon as he came 
dErziand, the ſame Revenue he had himſelf enjoy d in 
ke Lite-time of his Father, | 

from this State of the Caſe, I think, we may evidently 
* what the Parliament then meant by the Experience of 
. Times, and what they intended with reſpect to the Prince 
ales; but, Sir, to put this Matter in another, and yet a 
derer Light, I ſhall beg Leave to divide the Civil Lift Re- 
Rave ſettled, and;occaſiona]ly granted to his late Majeſty, 
W three Parts; one Part, amounting to 460,900 J. a Year, 
lat which was applied for the Support of the King's 
fouſtold and Civil Government, and was a little 
ku h.d ever before been found neceſſary for that * 
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b II. 1736-7. which was ſettled, and had, during the whole | bro 
SYN the late King, and, indeed,” I may ſay, ever fince the M 

ginning of the Reign of King Charles II. been deemed t 
| leaſt Sum that was neceſſary tor ſupporting the Honour aun. 
| Dignity of the Heir Apparent to the Crown; and the refit 
| maining third Part, amounting to 240,000 #:-a Year, is thi i 
| which was allowed to his late Majeſty fon Acts of Generofi Yet 
| and Charity, and for ſecret Service Money; but had alw 15 

been thought by moſt Men without Doors; and, I behev / 


by moſt within, to be too large a Sum, and was really 
leaſt twice as large a Sum as had ever been Allowed forth 
Purpoſes to any former King of this Nation. Upon h 
preſent Majeſty's Acceſſion it appeared. that he was ſub 
to a Charge which the late King was free from, I mean i 
of providing for his Queen and younger Children; yet! 
neither aſked, nor did the Parliament graut him any great 
Civil Liſt Revenue than the late King enjey d. This à 
ditional Charge which the preſent King was then ſubje& 
was therefore certainly intended, both by Ning and Pari 
ment, to be thrown upon ſome one, or ſome two of tl 
three Parts into which I have divided the King's Civil L 
Revenue, or upon the three jointly; and confideting tl 
Circumſtances of theſe three, Parts, which' were then 
actly as I have repreſented them to yo., I muſt refer 
every Gentleman that hears me, whether it is not moſt p 
bable, that both King and Parliament intended to thre 
this additional Charge either ſolely upon the third Part, 
upon the Firſt and Third jointly ? Is there · hot all the Re 
ſon in the World to preſume, that both King and Parli 
ment then intended that the fecond Part frouiſd be entite 
free from this additional Charge? And hot this fillt 
more probable, on account of the Prime W*Wales's beit 
then actually come to Man's Eſtate, - and the whole Nati 
in daily Hopes of ſeeing him married and ſobn bleſſed wi 
Children? ren DRY, e 
Sir, If there were not a Man alive who was then in Pa 
liament, I ſhould, from this State of the Cafe, be convin 
the Parliament then intended the Prince ſhould have ! 
100,0007. a Year without one Shilling* Abatement; but 
bad then the Honour to be a M of Parliament m 
felf, I know what-was my own Intention, 1 know what m lar 
the Intention of many others, I know we all intended acc, 
expatted the, 100,000 /,' a Year ſhould have been ſettled © 
| the Prince of Walesias ſoon as he came to*Prglard: Andi 
= ze}. well remember, ehe honourable Gentieman who man 
'q the: Motion for ſettling the preſent Ctril Liſt Revenoitc: 
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yrery ſoon neceſſary to ſettle the ſame Revenue upon him, 

ut had been ſettled upon his Father, whilſt Prince-of Wales. 

Chis, Sir, I ſay I'very well remember, and I remember too, 

ut it ſeemed to be the Reaſon which had moſt Weight with 

„e Houle, and which, I believe, chiefly procured his 

leon a moſt an unanimous Approbation. Gentlemen 

in alk what they pleaſe about gathering the Intention of 
Ad of Parliament from the Words only: This may be 
te Rule in Weftminfler-Hall, but it is impoſſible it can be 
& Rule in either Houſe of Parliament, eſpecially when 
terre are ſo many Members now in each Houſe who had a 
ure in the Paſſing of that Law. They muſt gather the 
ktrntion of the Act from the Intention they themſelves 
bd at the Time of its Paſſing, and their Teſtimony ought. 
phzve ſome Weight with thoſe who had not the Honour 

being Members of either Houſe at the Time the Law 

Fi aſſed. ö 

— was the Intention of Parliament, Sir, I hope 

tüll is the Intention of Parliament, that his Royal High- 
xi ſhould have at leaſt 100,000 J. a Year out of the Civil 

lt; and fince it_is now made manifeſt by the Meſſage de- 

ered to us in this Debate, that he is like to be diſap- 

vinted of one Half of what was, and, I hope, ſtill is, in- 

ended for him by Parliament, it is become abſolutely ne- 

ery for us to addreſs his Majeſty, in order to know from 
in the Reaſon of that Diſappointment. If the Civil 
li Revenue produces above $00,000 J. a Year, as I be- 
ere it does, it may certainly ſpare 1co,cco/. a Year to 
te Prince of Wales ; if it produces but $00,000 J. a Year 
kit, which no Man believes, yet even in that Caſe, it may 
fue 100,000 J. a Year to the Prince of Wales, according 
b the belt Judgment we can form from the Experience of 
wy former Reign: But ſuppoſe it true, that by reaſon of 
me new and extraordinary Articles of Expence, the Civil 
lit Revenue cannot ſpare above 50,000 J. a Year to the 
ce of Wales, we ought to have that Anſwer from the 
lug himſelf, and in a proper and direct Manner, which 
Rk can have no other Way but by Means of the Addreſs 
popcſ-d. If ſuch an Anſwer ſhould be returned to us, I 
u lure it will then be our Duty to enquire into the Pro- 
ut, and into the Difpoſal of the Civil Liſt Revenue, 
thecially that Part of it which is pretended to be laid out in 
er Services, The Civil Liſt Revenue was never ſo high 
Win this Reign: It is a moſt dangerous Revenue, eſpecialty 
Mea a very confiderable Part of it may be 3 


we oſe of it as an Argument for his Motion, that the Anno ro. Ges, 
rice of Wales was then near of Age, and that it would II 1736-7. 
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Anno _ Gee. Man knows how: Tt is a ſharp Inſtrument in the Hang; 
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a Minifter, which may ſome Time or other be employ'g 
cutting the Throat of our Conſtitution. During bis p 
ſent Majeſty's Reign, we cannot apprehend that any 'p; 
of it will be converted to a bad Ule ; but I hope I fhy 


never ſee ſuch a Revenue granted in any future Reign, nd - 
granted in ſuch a Manner. Money generally carries p 1 
ſuaſion along with it; therefore it is moſt juſtly to be 
prehended, that ſome future guilty Minitter, provided wit 1 
ſuch a large Fund of Perſuaſion, and that Perſuaſion ſu * 
ported by an armed Force, may be enabled to do whatey 4 
he pleaſes with our Conſtitution; and as either he or o Th 
Conſtitution muſt be ſacrificed, we may eaſily judge whi 10 
will bleed at the Altar. r a 4 
As his Majeſty's Meſſage to the Prince was in Writin Ky 
and is now communicated to us by his Majeſty's Comma r 8 
it may be made uſe of, and is certainly a very ſtrong Arg 10 
ment in favour of the Motion; but, Sir, I am ſurpriſed , 
hear the Prince's ſuppoſed Anſwer made uſe of in this Ho 2 
as an Argument againſt the Motion; becauſe the Prince tle 
Anſwer neither was in Writing, nor was deſired to be giv... 
in Writing; and as I took it down in Writing ſoon after i: .. 
Reyal Highneſs delivered it, I mult beg Leave to ſay, it * 
not exactly in the Terms the noble Lords who brought t * 
Meſſage ſeem to have reported; therefore I wiſh they | = 
given his Real Highneſs previous Notice of the MeſſagW... 
and deſired that he might prepare to give them an Anſw wan 
in Writing, which would have preveuted any Surpriſe ls F 
the one Side, or any Miſtake of the other; for I am cc * 
vinced the noble Lords did not deſignedly make any Me: 
take in their Report. Altho” I took down his Royal HHH en: 
neſs's Anſwer in Writing, yet, Sir, I ſhall not pretend By: . 
communicate it to this Houſe, ſince I have no Author! In 
from him for that Purpoſe; but thus much I may obſer... 
that it his Royal Highneſs ſaid he was ſorry for any Thing... 
it was, That he was ſorry any Gentleman of either Ho ”"Þ 
of Parliament ſhould have Occaſion to give himſelf a0. 
Trouble about that Settlement which ought to be mag. . 
upon him; and this 1 believe the greateſt Part of tn 
Nation are ſorry for as well as his Royal Highneſs: 11 | 
ſure every Man who has a true Regard for either his beſs, 
ther or him, or for any of their illuſtrious Family, mult | dg 
ſorry for it. However, Sir, ſuppoſe his Anſwer was in rene 
Words reported, It is ſo full of filial Duty and Reſpe een 
that it is a new Argument for the Addreſs propoſed ; Mu 
cauſe the great Reipe& which his Royal Highne/s there is A Q 
for the King his Father, may very probably prevail uf 501 
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ve Liberty of troubling his Father with any new, tho* moſt M. 
weeſary Demand; which oy a ſtrong Argument. for the 
Neceflty of his having a ſafficient independent Settlement, 
id for the Parliament's interpoſing in his Behalf. . 

& unlucky, Sir, are the Gentlemen of the other Side of 
ge Queſtion, that nothing has happened, almoſt nothing has 
ken laid during the Debate, but what tends to fortify the 
jrqument againſt them. This, I am ſure, may molt juſtly 
| hid of the melancholy Account they have given us of 
tat unlucky Diſpute which happened between the preſent 
Ing. when Prince of Wales, and the late King his Father, 
[tail moſt readily agree, that that Diſpute was owing nei- 
ber to any Want of paternal Affection in the late King, 
wrto any Want of filial Duty in the preſent, but to the 
de and Vanity of ſome mean and low Sycophants and 
ie. Bearers. Now, Sir, I would be glad to know from 
tee Gentlemen, what ſort of Situation they think the 
nent King, who was then Heir Apparent to the Crown, 
wad have been reduced to, if he had had no independent 
knlement of his own, or not'a ſufficient independent Set- 
tent? The Account they have given us of his Situation 
znelancholy enough; but if he had not been provided 
ſth a ſufficient independent Settlement, would not the 
count of his Situation have been a great deal more diſ- 
zl? Would not he have been obliged either to ſubmit to, 
ud become the Slave of thoſe very mean and low Syco- 
hauts, or to ſubſiſt by the Generoſity and Beneficence of 
ks Friends? And - we know, Sir, how hard it is to meet 
ter with Generofity or Beneficence, when People are ſen- 
be that their Genetoſity or Beneficence will be imputed to 
ben as a Crime againſt the State. Can any thing be ſaid, 
u, can any thing be thought of, that can juſtify our agree- 
tyto the Motion, more than this very Accident ? For if 
fr any ſuch unlucky Accident ſhould happen (which God 
dic) it may happen when his Royal Highneſs is bleſſed 
ith as mapy Children as che King his Father was, when 
kit Accident happened to him ; and. we are not certain 
lat the Court would, in ſuch a Caſe, behave in the ſame 
nner towards his Children. 
lam ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear a Motion for an humble Ad- 
deb, called a Stating ourſelves as the higher Power, and 
fnging the Prince of Wales and his Majeuy as Plaintiff and 
Iefendant before us. Can Advice be called a Degree, or is 
*Ommon Stile of an Addreſs the Stile of a ſuperior Power? 
kt [am ſtil] more ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, our agreeing to 
ie Queſtion would be a determining that his Majelly' bag | 
lol, IV. Uu done 


lin to ſubmit to very great Difficulties, rather than take 4e 10 Ot 
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Haw 10. Ceo, dont Injuſtice to his eldeſt Son. Does not every * 
1 1736 that 2 —— 3 1 ” yr ye der an 
- Juſtice any Wrong 1s done, we m neceſſiri 
— . it done by the Miniſters ; and if any of them h 
told the King that 50,000). a Year is ſufficient for ſuppt 
ing the Prince of Wates, or has led his Majeſty into ſuch 
Expence that he cannot ſpare more ont of the Civil Lil, 
will ſay they have done injuſtice, and the Nation will, t 
Nation ought to ſuppoſe they are no longer fit, nor 
to continue to rule over us; ſo that whatever Foreigne 
may think, no Man who underſtands our Conſtitution, « 
expect or ſuppoſe our agreeing to this Motion will be 
tended with any ſuch Misfortune as has been 

Our agreeing to this Queſtion, Sir, can be attended wi 
no Misfortune to any Branch of the Royal Family, not c 
it be the Occaſion of any Quarrel or Breach between t 
King and the Prince: Indeed it may be the Occafion of 
Majefty's quarrelling with thoſe who have told him t 
50, ooo. a Year is enough for his eldeſt Son ; becauſe it 
to be preſumed, his Majeſty will give more Credit to 
Parliament than to any Counſellor he has about him; ar 
conſequently will difmiſs them from his Councils, for telli 
him what he finds by the Addreſs of his Parliament to be lr 
notorious Falſhood : Or it may be the Occaſion of h 
Majeſty's quarrelling with thoſe who have led him into e 
an Expence, as not to be able to ſpare above 50,000!. a e 
to the Prince of Wales; becauſe ſuch an Addreſs frame. 
lament would certainly procure. a Contracting of that 'E3 
pence for the future, or would produce an Enquiry into t Ng! 
late Management of the Civil-Liſt Revenue, by either Qs :: 
which his Majeſty would find, they had led him into a ner 
leſs Expence, the certain Conſequence of which would bay”: : 
his turning them out of his Service. Our agreeing the 
fore to the Motion can never produce any Breach ! 
the Royal Father and the Royal Son; but if we ſhould 
agree to the Motion, it will afford an Opportunity for ks 4 
Counſellors to confirm his Majeſty in that Error they e 
already endeavoured to lead him into; and as one wick ; 
Step generally begets a ſecond, worſe than the firit, t 
may very probably repreſen: this Motion in Parhament wer, 
pProcured by his Ræra Highneſs, in order to diſtreſs bs 1 
Kkiiy's Meaſures, and to procure himſelf a much lan 
Settlement than he has any Occafion for. This ſecond du 

we have ſome Reaſon to dread, Sir, even from the We 
ef the Meiizge now before us; and therefore we have gte 
Reaion to dread that our diſagreeing to the Motion i 
produce, or at leaſt be the diltant Cauſe of a perpe® 
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between the Father and Son; but in that Caſe it , t 

— ſaid, that thoſe who have endeavoured to do Jeſtice 1 om 
»the Son were the Cauſe of the Breach ; we maſt look 
& the Cauſe in the oppoſite Corner; and, I hope, if there 
wald ever be any Neceſſity for an Amputation, it will fall 
choſe who moſt juſtly deſerve it. . | 
We have heard a great deal, Sir, of the ill EffeRs our 

ing to this Motion may have on the People without 
Nos. Theſe Apprehenfions, Sir, I have ſhewed to be 
athout any Foundation, at leaſt with reſpe& to his Majeſty 
inſelf, or any of his illuſtrious Family; but let us conſi- 
rte ill Effects our not agreeing to this Motion may have 
gn People without Doors, with reſpect to the Opinion ö 
ir may from thence form of the Heir Aparent to our 
(wn, or of the Juſtice and Equity of Parliament. What 
gl People think, what will they fay of the Prince of 
uu, when they hear that his Settlement is reduced to one 
uf of what has, for theſe many Years laft paſt, been 
goaght neceſſary for ſupporting the Honour and Dignity 
i the Heir Apparent, or Prefamptive to the Crown of Great 
nz; and that at a Time when every other Proviſion 
ir tbe reſt of the Royal Family has been vaſtly encreaſed ? 
Ti: Civil Liſt is now near double what it formerly was: 
Tie Dowry ſettled upon her preſent Majefty, and moſt 
terredly ſettled, is double what was ever ſettled upon any 
frzer Queen. The Marriage-Proviſion granted by Par- 
ect to the Praxceſs Royal, is double what was ever given 
py Princeſs Royal of England; for King Charles Is 
kzziter had but half the Sum, and even that, I believe, 
= :erer paid; and King Fames II's Daughter, whom 
[zz Charics II. looked on as his own, had but 40,co0/. 
m2 married to the Prisce of Orange, afterwards our glo- 
* Deliverer; nor was that Sum fully paid, I believe, 
de came to be our King; when, I do not know but he 
zu dare Intereſt enough to ſee himſelf paid. If we 
kd diizgree to this Motion, will not the People have 
on to conclude, that we have no great Opinion of the 
nt of the preſent Prince of Wales? Will they not from 
xe imagine he is not worthy of ſucceeding to the 
we? They would certainly imagine fo, Sir, if it were 
e; but, thank God, his Merit is publickly and gene- 
i xnown : Every one knows that no Part of any Settle- 
made upon him will be hoarded up to the Detriment 
dad ic Circulation, nor the leaſt Part of it converted to 
N wicked or ridiculous Uſe : No, Sir; whatever he may 
* gore than neceflary for {ſupporting the Dignity of the 
Fer'2t Heir to our Crown, will, we are fare, be wholly 
e Uasz employed 


1— 
2 


HH IH LH: 


EET 


23 „ 


Aud to. Ges. 


II. 1736 7. 


» 


Las 2044. | 


* 34> * EFT - va, YO 
2 * 


| 4 
I 


_. | 
employed in Acts of true Charity ahdpublic Utility. f 
far as the Prince it, the Wants of (every deſeryi 
Man will be ſapplied, the Unfortunate will be-relieved,” ar 
whoever. excels in Virtue and true Merit will be:forwarded 
As this is the Caſe with refpect to bis Royal Hf h 
Opinion can the People without Doors form of the Proceec 
ings within? Will they not be apt to ſay,-ourProteeding 
are direded, not by Juſtice, but by ſome ſelſiſh and ſordi 
Confideratidh nrg nn gn ton man d 
Thus, Sir, IJ have given you my. Opinion fully: and free 
in this Affair. I Know the Danger I am in by appearit 
in favour of this Motion; I may perhaps have a. Meſſag 
ſent me, I may loſe the Command I have in the Army, 
other Gentlemen have done for the ſame Reaſon; beſo 
me ;/ but I ſhould think myſelf a pitiful Officer, if I wer 
directed in my Voting or Behaviour in this Houſe; eithe 
by the Fears of loſing the Commiſſion I have; or the Hope 
of obtaining a better; and if any Miniſter Whatever ſhoul 
ſend to threaten me with the Loſs of my Commiſſion, i 
caſe I did not vote in Parliament as he difected, I ſhoul 
receive the Meſſage with a ſuitable Indignationy/ and woult 
be very apt to treat the Meſſenger in Tuch a mnner, a 
do not think decent here to expreſs. i While have th 
Honour to fit in this Houſe. I ſhall upon all Oocaſiuns en 
dea vour to judge impartially, and ſhall always vote witl 
Freedom, according as my Honour and Conſcience direct 
and as I am convinced his Ney Higbneſt has a Righ 
and ought to have a ſufficient independent Settlement; 
J am convinced go, ooo. a Year is not a ſufficient Provi 
ſion for the Heir — to the. Crown of Great Britain 
as I am convinced, the Civil Liſt, if rightly managed, may 
eaſily ſpare 100,000/. a Vear for his Royal High, ar 
convinced this is the Sum which was intended for him b 
that Parliament which eſtabliſhed the preſent Civil Liſt R 
venue ; and as I am convineed his Majeſty has been miſir 
formed, or ill adviſed, otherwiſe this Sum would have beer 
ſettled upon him long before this time ; therefore, as 
Member of this Houſe, as à loyal Subject to his Majeſty 
and a ſincere Friend to his Family, I think myſelf obliged 
in Duty, in Honour, in Conſcience, and in ſpite of ever 
ſordid Temptation to the contrary, to endeavour:as muc 
as I can to give my Sovereign-a right Advice, and a true 
Information. e 


The Queſtion being put, the Diviſion Was, ' Nees 2345 
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We have been obliged. in this Debate, to throw all that 
was ſaid in one general Argument, the Speakers upon that 


Occaiion being ſo very namerans, that it una voidably — 
ſion 


foned a f te f 
v0 it pleaſed in che 


Houſe, VIS. 1 hat 
bold be granted | 
(fice of Ordnance: for Land Service for tha; Year 1737. 
That a Sum not ex@teding 604. 195; 2d: ſhould: be 3 
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On the--2$th the ſaid: Committee came to the fol 


deſolutions, Which, te reported, and all agreed to by the 


* * 


a Sum not exceeding” 79,7 234. 65. 34. 
te.; his-Majeity: for the Charge of the 


0 bis Majelty for deſrayiog the extraordinary Expence of 
the Office of Ordna nee for Land- Service und enot provided 
for by Parliament. l hat a Sum; not, excceding: 6240. 
5. 6d. 4. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty to make good the 
befciency of the Grants for the Service of the Year 1736. 
That a Sum not exceeding, 10,043 37.0 10. T. ſhall. be 
granted to his Majeſty tore place to the Sinking Fund the 
lice dum paid out of the ſame, to make. gooũ the Deficiency 
of the additional Stamp: Duties at Chrimas 173 5, purſuant 
wa Clauſe in an Act of Parliament paſſed in the 4th Year 
of his Majeſty's: Reign, for 
ties and a Lottery for the Service of the Year 173 t. That a 
dem not exceeding 42,8174. 10. ſhould be granted to his 
Majeity on account of the Subſidy payable to the King of 
D-rmark, purſuant to the Treaty bearing Date September 19, 
1734, for three Quarters, of a Year to September 19. 1737. 
On March 4, the ſaid Committee came to the following 
Reſolutions, which were reported and all agreed to by the 
Houſe, viz. That a Sum not exceeding 28,7077. 55. 10d; 
ſhould be granted to his Majeſty upon Account, for Out- 
penſioners of Cheljea-Hoſpital for the Vear 1733. That a 
dum not exceeding 56.4131. 14. 3d. x ſhould be grarted to 
his Majeſty for defray ing ieveral extraordinary Services and 
Expences incurred: in the Vears 1735 and 1736, and not 
provided for by Parliament: That a Sum not exceeding 


10,0007. ſhould be granted to his Majeſty upon Account, 


towards: the Support of: the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich, 
for the Maintenance off the Seamen of the ſaid Hoſpital 
5 out and become ,deerepid in the Service of their 
ntry., : gutt vol ml. {x8 VE £6 

Several Gentlemen upon that Occaſion! tool Notice of 
the great Charge that. Hoſpital was like to bring upon the 
Public. They laid they would not oppoſe the Motion then 
made; but they could not neglect that Opportunity of tak» 
ing Notice, that notwithſtanding its being a Time of Peace, 
the Charge of that Hoſpital ſcemed to be every Year in- 
creaſing ; for that laſt {Year the Sum provided by Parlia- 
ment for. that Article was but 24,5 18“. 105. and the preced- 
ing Year it was but 18,850. 9s. 2d. ſo that the Sum then 
nded was very near 10,000/. more than was found 


neceſſary 
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would not, they laid, pretend to ſuggeſt what were tht ; 
ticular Reaſons for that great Increaſe ; but there Wal 9 
general Reaſon which would always hold; while we Rent v1 
ſuch a large number of regular Forces, nd of the 
fame. Rules with reſpect to admitting 'Perfons inte che 
Hoſpital. In Time of War there Rad been zwo Ru 
eſtabliſhed for ĩntitling Soldiers to the Benefit of chat Hy 
pital ; one of which was, a Soldier's being wounded « 
maimed in the Service, and diſcharged by his\Colotel;y 
unfit for further Service; and the other was, 'a Jocker 
having been #uenty Years in the Service, and bedpchbd 9 
diſcharged by his Colonel, as an old and decrepid Soldier 
While the War continued, no Man could clalny s Pitle te 
the Hoſpital by either of theſe Rules, 'unleſs he was by hi 
Age, or his. Wounds, become actually unfit for Gerviee 
becauſe, as Recruits were then hard o be got, 1 Color 
would diſcharge a Soldier, as long as he was any way it fe 
Service; and there were but very ſew who couldeve 
claim the Benefit of the laſt Rule; becauſe. moſt of ther 
were either killed or wounded before they could be diß 
charged as a Soldier grown decrepid with Age ! Whereas 
now, in Time of Peace, we had not, it was true, many $61 
diers who could claim any Title from the ſirſt Rule g but the 
Numbers of thoſe who might claim a Fitle from the ſecond 
would be increaſing every Day; for-# Recruits were 100 
eaſily procured, the Officers were veſy apt to diſcharge 
old Soldier, as often as they could find a „ well-Jook 
young Fellow ready to liſt in his ftead; tho* the old -Boldiet 
might then be as fit for real Service, but not perhaps ſo pre 
per for a Review, as the Man newly liſted j) and/as none « 
our Soldiers were in Time of Peace in any great Dunger 0 
being killed, almoſt every Soldier in our Army wouldat laf 
come to have a Title, by his having been \rwenty Years it 
the Service, to claim the Benefit of being admitted inte 
Chelſea Hoſpital ; and that at an Age perhaps when de 
might not only be fit for Service, But fic for -gaifiingb1 
Livelihood by any induſtrious Employment; for if. '& young 
Fellow liſted when but eighteen Years'vf Age, at his Age © 
eight and thirty, if he could obtain a Diſcharge from d 
Officer, he would have a Title to claim being admitted into 
Chelſea Hoſpital ; and by Means of à long a ragged 
Coat, and good Intereſt at the Board, he might even at 18 
Age be admitted to a Share of that Charity, Which ws 
deiigned only for the Diſabled and Decrepid. From benen 
they could not but ſuppoſe, that a peaceable Army woun 

always furniſh Che//ea with more Penſioners than fl - 3 
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wy of the fame Nember could be ſuppoſed to do ; and 
grey Pee, be Burd thai — 

oy their „und to be a en upon their Country, 
oy the Penſioners drawn from the latter, e. 

Theſe Things, they faid, they took Notice of, not with 
1 Deſign- to oppeſe-the Motion, but only to ſhew the 
oy Diſadvantages that attended the keeping up of a nu · 
gerous Standing-Army in Time of Peace; and at the ſame 
Tine they hoped it would contribute towards making thoſe 
qacerned as careful as poſſible, not to admit any to the Be- 
xt of that Hoſpital, but ſuch as were truly Objects of 
Charity, and deſerved to be ſupported at the Expence of 


beir Country. bug blo rey 2.7 
That tho' the Nation, by Means 


To this it was anſwered, 
{the wiſe Meaſures purſued by his Majeſty and his Royal 
deceſſor, had been fo fortunate as to remain for many 
ſears in a State of Peace and Tranquillity, tho* that happy 
kite hould continue for many Years to come, yet it had 
tmys been, and, they believed, would always be deemed 
welſary to keep up fome regalar Troops; and while they 
ket up any ſuch Troops, it would be neceſſary to grant a 
kbiitence or Relief to thoſe Soldiers who ſhould grow old 
ud decrepid in the Service; for a poor Man had no other 


lduſtry and Frugality of his Youth ; and if a poor Man 
bould in his Youth forſake every Sort of Buſineſs by which 
r night provide for the Infirmities of old Age, in order to 
uke himſelf fit for ſerving his Country as a Soldier, and 
u order to be ready upon all Emergencies to venture his 
lik in the Cauſe of his Country, ſuch a Man, tho' he par- 
dak of the Happineſs of his Country, and paſſed thro' Life 
vthout Danger, yet he deſerved as much to be provided 
kr by his Country in his old Age, as if he had been during 
ls whole Life involved with his Country in Bloodſhed 


kbly ſtand in need of it than in the latter; becauſe in 
lime of Peace, a Soldier had nothing but his bare Pay, 
k of which it could not be ſappoſed he could ſave any 
hing as a Proviſion for old Age; whereas in Time of 
Vs, Soldiers were often allowed to plunder, and ſometimes 
wicked themſelves by the Spoils of their Enemies. 

for this Reaſon, if the Penſioners in Che/ea College 
wold become a little more numerous in Time of Peace than 
Time of War, it was a Diſadvantage which could not 
t prevented, but it Was a Diſadvantage that was ſuffi- 
*atly compenſated by the many Advantages the Nation 
uped from a State of Peace and Tranquillity ; and the 
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y to provide for the Infirmities of old Age, but by the 
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u Danger; and in the former Caſe he would more pro- 
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ee 10. Geo. maintaining's ſufficient Number of egi Troops hae 
r tributed, and wood always contribute towards det rig 
+ as nd prolonging the Enjoyment 'of (thoſe | Advantage 
However, they faid, they could not admit that inylOſt 
would be very apt to diſcharge à Soldier, as long av he w. 
every Way fit, and properly qualified! for the Service; f 
| cauſe the Breeging of a young Fellow' op to Diſcipli 
and making him thorough Matter of his Exerciſes, was x 
Ways a great Trouble to the Officer and if the Office 
ſhould diſcharge ſuch a Man, the Bbard were not obliged 't 
admit him to the Benefit of Cheſſa Hoſpital; even thoug 
he had been #wwerry Years in the Service unleſs he was ſom 
Way diſabled, or grown very old and decrepid g at leaſt 
any fuch Man was admitted, he was immediately ſent tot 
Regiment, or to {ome of the Companies, of Invalids, ar 
by that Means was made to ſerve for that Subſiſtenee whi 
he received from his Country, as long as any Service cou 
be expected from him; ſo that they believed, there we 
few or no Soldiers upon the Eftabliſhmert"of Cbeſſea Ho 
pital, but ſuch as were real Objects of Charity and tl 

were very ſure the Commiſſioners of that Board had 
| of late as careful as. poſſible not to admit any Man upe 
that Eltabliſhment who was not every way entitled to d 
Benefit, as would fully appear if any Enquiry ſhould be mat 

into that Affair; and then the particular Reaſons for t 
late Increaſe of the Charge of that Hoſpital would not on 
be.made to appear, but would, they were convinced, be a 

proved of by every Gentleman in that Houſe, - 

This was the Subſtance of what was faid of each Sic 
upon this Occaſion ; after which the Queſtion was put upc 

the Motion, and agreed to without a Dwiſioon. 
The next Affair upon which there was any conſiderab 
Debate in the Committee of Supply, was on Wedneſday ti 
g gth, and Friday the 11th of March, when the Motion w 
made for granting @ Million to his Majeſty, towards rt 
deeming the like Sum of the increaſed Capital of t 
South Sea Company, commonly called 04% Seuth-Sea Ai 
nuities ; but as this was a Sort of Reſolution Which 
never before been moved for, or agreed to, in any Con 
mittee of Supply, we ſhall give our Readers an Accoun 
how the Method of Proceeding. came to be altered 1 
Seſſon, with reſpe& to the paying off the National Deb 
and the Application of the Sinking-Fund” for that Pa 

le. G1 i 2 TR 
PAs ſoon as the Houſe had upon the ſaid March" gth, n 
ſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to bo 
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ner of the Supply granted to his Majeſty, Sir Robert 4». ; 
Tabel ſtood up, and ſpoke to the following Effect, wiz. 11175 _ 


| $1, , 5 | RE | | 
- I have à Propoſition to make to the Houſe, which I think = — : 


ill tend to the Advantage of the Public, and againſt which 
here cannot, in my Opinion, be any Objection made, 
therefore I hope it will be agreed to without Oppoſition ; 
at in order to make Gentlemen thoroughly comprehend 
the —_ of what I am to propoſe, I muſt beg Leave 
vexplain a little the preſent Circumſtances of the Sinking. - 
fund, and the Method hitherto obſerved with reſpe& to the 
iipoſing of the Produce of that Fund. 

We all know, Sir, that the whole Produce of the Sinking» 
fund muſt be regularly, as it ariſes, depoſited in his Ma- 
ys Exchequer, and there wait the future Diſpoſition of 
Puliament, ſo that no Part of it can be applied to any Uſe 
at that to which it has been appropriated by ſome preceding 
ion; and the Method this Houſe has generally taken for 
üpoſing of that Fund, has been, To reſolve itſelf into a 
(mmittee of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the Appli- 
ation of the growing Produce of the Sinking Fund. 
This has always been the Method we have hitherto taken 
fr applying that Fund towards paying off any Part of the 
National Debt; and as we ſeldom or never pay off under 4 
Kilo at a Time, there is generally 5 or 600,000 J. Part 
o the Produce of that Fund, which lies for ſeveral Months 
quite dead and uſeleſs in his Majeſty's Exchequer ; which we 
nut look on as a great Diſadvantage to the Public, eſpecially 
ken we conſider that the Government is during that Time 
aliged to borrow Money at Intereſt for anſwering the cur- 
rat Service of the Year. 75 P 

This, Sir, has been the Caſe for ſeveral Years paſt, and 
nut always be the. Caſe for every Year to come, if the 
ropoſition I am to make, or ſomething like it, be not 
reed to; for it is well known the Funds provided by Par- 
lament for the current Service of the Year do not im- 
lediately produce ſuch Sums as are neceſſary for anſwering 
lie Charges of the Government, and therefore his Majelly- . 
bevery Year empowered to borrow Money for that Purpoſe 
on the Credit of ſome of the Funds granted by Parlia- 
lent for the current Service of that Year ; for which he is 
Ulized to pay an Intereſt of at leaſt 3 per Cent. which 18 
n annual Charge of 10, 15, or perhaps above 20, obo J. a 
ler to the Public, and a Charge which might, I think, be 
Merented, by enabling his Majeſty to make uſe of the Pro- 
ice of the Sinking-Fund then lying dead in the Exche- 

Vor, IV. | SY {| quer 3 
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taken from the Sinking Fund for anſwering the immedia: 
Service, might be replaced by the Produce of the annm 
Funds, before Michaelmas, the Time when the Produce 
the Sinking-Fund is generally to be iſſued by Direction © 
Parliament for paying off a Part of the National Debt 
or if the Whole ſhould not be replaced before that Time, 
ſmall Sum might then, and not till then, be borrowed f 
making good the Deficiency ; ſo that the Goveramer 
would never be obliged to borrow ſo large a Sum, or for f 
long a Time, as they generally are, according to the pre 
ſent Method, 

For Example, Sir, the Produce of the Sinking Fund! 
generally computed from Michae/mas to Lady- 
from Lady Day to Michaelmas ; and it is to be ſup thi 
Houſe will, in the preſent Seſſion, order the Sum of « 
Million, being the growing Produce of that Fund 
Michae/mas laſt till Michaelmas next, to be applied to ti 
Paying off ſo much of the National Debt: This Paymer 
cannot be made before Michas«/mas next, and as the Produc 
of that Fund wil! bring into his Majeſty's Exchequer b 
Lady-Day next, or ſoon after, 5 or 600,000 4. that whe 
Sum muſt, according to our former Method of ordering th 
Application of that Fund, lie dead in the Exchegner, witl 
out its being in the Power of the Public, or the Goven 
ment, to reap any Benefit from it; and in the mean time 
as the Produce of the annual Funds cannot anſwer the in 
mediate Occaſions of the Government, his Majeſty ma 
probably be obliged at Lad) Day next, or ſoon after, t 
borrow 5 or 600,000 J. at an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. upe 
the Credit, I ſhall ſuppoſe, of the Mali Tax, in order tt 
anſwer thoſe Demands which may occur before the Pre 
duce of that Tax can come in to fatisfy them: Now if b 
Majeſty were empowered to make uſe of the Produce 0 
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being under a Neceſſity of borrowing any Mofiey at 
Day next; and whatever ſhould be found neceſlary to 
taken in the mean time from the Sinking-Fund, might | 
replaced by the Produce pf the Malt Tax, or fome « 
the ocher Funds provided for the current Service of thi 
next enſuing Year, before Michae/mas next, which is th 
ſooneſt any Payment can be directed to be made out of tl 
Produce of that Fund; or if the Whole ſhould not the 
happen to be replaced, a ſmall Sum might be then bor 


ficieacy, and to make that Payment to the public Creditors 
which, 1 ſuppoſe, will by this Seſſion be directed to be ns 


at Michae/mas next, — 
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Tbope, Sir, I bave explained myſelf ſo as to be under: Ino 10. Ci. 
pod by every Gentleman that hears me; and if the Houſe IT. 1736-7. 
ginks fit to agree to what I propoſe; the proper Method of | 
king it will, in my Opinion, be, To come to a Reſolution | 
1 this Committee, to grant his Majeſty a Millan towards 
weeming the like Sum of ſome of the public Debts ; and 
den we take this Affair into our Conſideration in the 
Committee of Ways and Means, we may reſolve, That to- 
qads raiſing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, there be 
Led and applied the Sum of one Million out of ſuch Mo- 
in as have ariſen, or ſhall or may ariſe of the Surpluſſes, 
ceſſes, or overplus Monies, commonly called the Sinking- 
fund. This, Sir, I take to be the proper Method of carry- 
ig what I have propoſed into Execution, and if I find 
& Houſe approves of it, I ſhall take the Liberty to riſe up 
min, and make you ſuch a Motion as, I think, ought to 
kigreed to in the Committee we are now in. 

As this new Method of ordering the Application of the 
Eking-Fund was generally approved of, the ſame Gentle- 
nan ſtood up on the 11th, when the Houſe had again re- 
flved itſelf into the ſaid Committee, and after a ſhort 

h, moved, to reſolve, That the Sum of one Million 
ould be granted to his Majeſty, towards redeeming the 
lie Sum of the increaſed Capital of the South-Sea Com- 
xy, as was then commonly called O/d South-Sea An- 
tutes. 
But as many Gentlemen were of Opinion the ſaid Million 
moke not to be applied towards redeeming any Part of the 
luth-Sca Capital, but towards redeeming a Part of the 
kat Capital, there enſued a long Debate, in which the 
Ayuments for the Motion were by Mr. Puliney and others Mr. Paliney, 
v the Effect as followeth, wiz. Sir William 
SI Ry | Windham, 

As the Sinking-Fynd is one of the moſt uſeful Funds that ., aller. 
ner was eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom, as it is the only Fund | 
m which we can expect a Diminution of our Taxes, and | 
u Eaſe to ourſelves or our Poſterity, and as the Diſpoſition > 
that Fund is left intirely to the Wiſdom of Parliament, 1 
k ought to be extremely careful of applying it yearly to 
lat Purpoſe from which the greateſt Benefit may redound 
tour native Country; and when we happen to be in Cir- 
tmſtances ſo lucky as to be able to apply the whole Produce 
towards diſcharging ſo much of the National Debt, the only 
o Queſtions that can fall under our Conſideration, are, 
What Part of the public Debts are moſt grievous to the 
Nation in general ? and, What Part may be paid off with 
lie preateſt Eaſe to thoſe who are the Creditors of ab 
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Anno 10. Geo. lic? The firſt Queſtion deſerves, and will 
II. 1736-7. with our greateſt Regard ; but if it ſhould 
W ereſt of the Public is no way concerned, which Part of th 
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National Debt ſhall be firſt paid off, the ſecond Queſtion wil 
then deſerve our Attention; becauſe the greater Regard w 
ſhew to the Creditors of the Public, the more we &: 
eſtabliſh the public Credit; and the more the Credit of th 
Nation is eſtabliſhed, the more eaſy will it be for us to re 
duce the Intereſt now payable upon our public Funds. 
If there were any of our public Debts that bore an I: 
tereſt higher than the reſt, that Nebt would certainly be th 
moſt grievous to the Nation, and, conſequently, ought t 
be the firſt to be paid off ; but as the whole Debt of th 
Nation is now reduced to 4 per Cent. or under, excey 
about 1,600,000 /. due to the Bark, which bears an Intere 
of 6 per Cent. and which cannot- be redeemed till thei 
Term be expired, therefore, the Rate of Intereſt can 
of no Weight in the preſent Queſtion. With Regard t 
the Intereſt of the Public, I can think. of but three othe 
Motives that can induce us to pay off any one of the publi 
Debts, or a Part of any one of the -public Debts, rathe 
than a Part of any other: The firſt I ſhall take Notice of i 
the Amount of the Sum due ; for where ſeveral Debts ar 
due to ſeveral difterent Perſons, natural or political, tha 
Debt which is the largeſt is certainly the moſt grievou &e | 
and ought firſt to be paid off, or at leaſt diminiſhed ſo as t ten 
bring it upon a Par with others. The next Motive ma 
be drawn from the Taxes which are mortgaged for pay in 
the Intereſt ; for thoſe Creditors to whom the moſt burder irt 
ſome Taxes are mortgaged, ought to be firſt paid off, iur. 
order that we may have it the ſooner in our Power to ſre nir 
the Nation from thoſe Taxes: And the third Motive de F {uc 
pends upon the Nature of thoſe Companies or Corporation id | 
to whom eur preſent Debts are owing ; for a Company tha b 
is engaged in Trade, and is enabled to extend their Trac | 
further than they could otherways, do, by Means of tha e pu 
Intereſt which is payable to them from the Government 
deſerve better to have that Intereſt continued to them, tha die u 
a Company, or Sett of Men, who carry on no Trade, ode t 
whoſe Trade can receive no Increaſe, by means of the Deb er ( 
due to them by the Public; and, therefore, no Part of H pre 
Debt due to the former ought to be paid off, as long as ther yi 
is any Thing due from the Public to the latter. im du 
Now, Sir, with reſpect to every one of theſe Motives, Lol 
think, they militate ſtrongly in favour of the Motion no gs 
made to you. The Debt due to the South- Sea Company ! 
vaſtly larger than the Debt due to any other Company s ck, « 
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s of Proportion, but according to that Rule which 
1 always, I hope, be the chief Director of our Reſo- 
ons, I mean the Intereſt of the Nation in general, what- 
ger Payments we are able to make ought to be generally 
led towards diminiſhing the Debt due to that Company: 


wlic Debts, thoſe which are mortgaged to che South-Sea 
(mpany are the moſt burdenſome, as will appear to any 
Cteman who examines into that Affair; and of the three 
at Companies who are the chief Creditors of the Pub- 
bit muſt be granted, the South-Sea Company carries on 
* leaſt Trade, and is the leaſt capable of extending their 
ſade, by means of that Intereſt or Annuity which is due 
pthem from the Public. Thus in every Light we can 

it, if we have a proper Regard for the Intereſt of the 


jj the Produce of the Sinking-Fund towards paying off a 
kt of the Debt due to the South-Sza Company, rather 
in any other; and as the Debt due to them is now di- 
ned into three different Parts, I think, the next Payment 
wht to be applied to that Part now called Oli South-Sea 
lmities; becauſe the Annuities ought to be all paid off, 
ore we pay off any Part of their Trading Stock and as 
ke laſt Payment was made to the New South-Sea Annuities, 
ke next ought to be made to the Old. 

but ſuppoſe, Sir, that the Intereſt of the Nation in general 
in way concerned, which Part of the public Debt ſhall 


} ſuch Payment's being made to them. It is now the 
pd Fortune of this Nation to have its Credit ſo well 
Wiliſhed, that all our public Funds ſell at an advanced 
lice; ſo that it is a Diſadvantage and Loſs to every one of 
be public Creditors to have any Part of the Debt due to 
in paid off; therefore, if the Intereſt of the Nation be 
ue unconcerned, we ought to direct the Payments to be 
kde to thoſe who will ſuffer the leaſt by having a Part of 
ir Capital paid off; and of all the public Creditors, the 
'tprietors of the South-Sea Annuities are certainly thoſe 
ut will ſuffer the leaſt ; becauſe as there is a much larger 
im due to them than to any other Sett of public Creditors, 
le Loſs cannot fall ſo heavy upon each particular Perſon ; 


n nos the Fund they are in Poſſeſſion of does not fell at a 
any ie near ſo high as either the Bank or the Eaſf-India 
any s Wk, conſequently the Proprietors of South-Sea Annuities 


cannot 


ion in general, we muſt conclude, that we ought to ap- 


Kingdom, and, therefore, not .only according to the Is 10. Gm 
II. 1736-77. 
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ſhen as to the Taxes mortgaged for the Payment of our - 


irt paid off; in that Caſe we ought to ſhew a Regard to 
Eaſe and Advantage of the ſeveral public Creditors, by 
(king the next Payment to thoſe who will ſuffer the leaſt . 
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e 10. Geo. cannot be fuck Loſers as the Proprietors of Bail er Þ; 
bi made to either of them; for a Proprietor of Seath-$ 
Annuities can loſe but 12 or 1g J. by having too L. ef þ 
Capital paid off; whereas a Proprietor of Bank Stock Won 
Joſe above 507. and a Proprietor of af. Badia Stock won 
Joſe near 80 J. by having 100 J. of his Capital paid « 
From hence, Sir, it muſt appear, that if we have 7 
Regard to the Creditors of the Public, we muſt order tl 
growing Produce of the Sinking-Fund for this current Ye 
to be applied to the paying off fo much of the Soa2h.s 
Debt; and, therefore, I muſt conclude, that in Juſtice 
the public Creditors, as well as in Jaſtice to the Natic 
the Motion now made ought to be agreed tv. 
The Anſwer to this, and the Arguments made uſe of | 
ſhewing the Reaſonableneſs of making the next Payment 
the Bark, were in Subſtance thus, viz. OE DIY 


TERDMEEESSESSSEER ET 7 
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SIR, | 
As to the Uſefulneſs of the Sinking. Fund, and the A 
vantages the Nation may reap from it, I entirely agree wi 
the Hon. Gentleman who made you the Motion: I thin 
it is one of the moſt uſeful Funds that was ever eftabliſhi 
in this Kingdom; I koow it is the only Fund by which 
or our Poſterity can expect to get free from any of the 
Taxes which now lie ſo heavy upon our Trade in gener: 
and upon our poor Labourers and Manufacturers in pt 
ticular ; but I cannot agree with that Hon. Gentleman 
Opinion, That the Diſpoſition of the Sinking-Fund is Ie 
entirely to the Wiſdom of Parliament. The contrary 1 
in my Opinion, evident from the very Words of thoſe At 
of Parliament by Jon that Fund was — | 
by them it is expreſly appropriated to the paying off ſuc 
of the public Debts and Incumbrances as . — 5 
fore the 25th of December, 1716, ſo that the only Di 
poſition left entirely to the Wiſdom of Parliament is, wit 
reſpect to the Manner and Method of paying off tho 
Debts: The Parliament may direct what Sum ſhall be p 
off at any one Time, and at what Time ſuch Payment i; 
be made; or it may direct which of thoſe Debts any futur 
Payment ſhall be applied to; but by the original Inſtitutic 
of that Fund, it was certainly deſigned not to leave it in ti 
Power of Parliament to apply that ſacred Fund to an 
other Purpoſe than that of paying off the National Det 
contracted before the 25th of December, 1716 ; at leaſt 
0 far as any one Parliament can limit or reſtrain the Power e 
| \ all future Parliaments. How far, or in what Caſe, any i 
| ture Parliament may or ought to break thro' that Reſtraint 


And in confidering that ion, I hope 
ye to make it appear, that, if we regard the public Good, 
| that impartial Juſtice which is due to all the public 
ditors, the next 


ich reſpe& to the public Good, or the Intereſt of the 
{jon in general, it has been granted, Sir, that if any of 
+ Debts bore a higher Rate of Intereſt than the reſt, that 
bt would certainly be the moſt grievous to the Nation, 
A conſequently ought to be the firſt paid off; and at the 
ine time it has been granted, that there is a Debt of 
(00,0007. due to the Bazk, which bears an Intereſt of 
(xr Cent, Is it not then evident that this Debt of 
(00,000. ought to be the firſt to be paid off? But we are 
if, this Debt cannot be redeemed till the Expiration of 
wir Term, I know it cannot; and I likewiſe know, we 
mot come at the Redemption of this Mortgage, till after 
x have paid off the whole of the other Debts due to the 
Jai, Is not this a ſtrong Reaſon, Sir, for our paying off 
zh as poſſible all the other Debts due to the Bark, in 
ner to come at the Redemption of this Mortgage of 
o, ooo. which is now the heavieſt Mortgage this Na- 
kn groans under? And what till adds to the Weight of 
u Argument is, that by the time we have paid off the 
ther Debts due to the Baxk, and for which they have only 
a latereſt of 4 per Cent. their Term will be expired, ſo 
kt we can then redeem this heavy Mortgage without fur- 
kr Delay; whereas, if we do not now begin to pay off 
other Debts due to the Bapk, we cannot, even when 
ker Term is expired, have it in our Power to redeem this 
lungage, becauſe, by Agreement, we cannot redeem it till 
have paid off all the other Sums due by the Public to 
at Company. Therefore, if we have any Regard to the 
wlic Good, we ought to apply every future Payment to 
Bark till they are entirely paid off, or at leaſt till they 
Free to take 4 per Cent. for this 1,600,000/. as well as for 
tereſt of their Fund, which would be a Saving of 32. 000. 
F {rum to the Public, and a Saving that would greatly 
tribute towards enabling us to reduce all our public Debts 
'3 fer Cent. Intereſt, | | 


as WHY Now, Sir, with reſpect to the other Motives mentioned 
(rain ic honourable Gentleman, for inducing us to pay — a 
art 


e555 10. Ce. 
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Part of dne Debt rather than a Fart of any other, 1 f 
readily admit, that it is more grievous to owe a large l 
than to owe a ſmall Sum; but I cannot admit that, the 


off, or at leaſt diminiſhed, ſo as to bring it upon à Pur 
others; for in private Life it is always reckoned better 
a Man to owe a large Sum to one Perſon, than to ow 
Sum of equal Value to a great Number of different Þ 
ſons; and for this Reaſon we often find Gentlemen of 
Mates borrowing a large Sum of Money from one Perſon, 
order to pay off a great Number of ſmall Creditors, t 
they ſeldom or never have, or can obtain that Adyant: 
which the Public at preſent enjoys, of making partial P. 
ments to that large Creditor. If a private Man owed 100 
to one Man, and 4 or 5000/. to ten or à dozen differ 
Perſons, tho' he had a Privilege of making partial P 
ments to his large Creditor; yet, if he could ſave 500 
loool. a Year out of his Eſtate, he would certainly apy 
that Saving towards dicharging bis ſmall Debts, rat 
'than towards diſcharging yearly a Part of the large De 
In like manner with regard to the Public, it was forme 
reckoned better to owe a large Sum to the South Sea Cc 
pany, than to owe the ſame Sum to a great Number 
rivate Perſons ; which was one Reaſon among others, 
inducing the Legiſlature to grant them a Power to take in 
{Purchaſe or Subſcription, or pay off all the irredeema 
and redeemable Debts then due by the Public toa great Mu 
tude of Private Perſons, This, I ſay, was then deemed 
be a Benefit to the Public, and will certainly appear to 
ſuch, as often as the Public has any Propoſition to make 
its Creditors ; ſo that the Largeneſs of the South Sea De 
in Compariſon with the Debt due to any other Compai 
ſhould rather be an Argument for making no partial P. 
ments to them till all the other ſmaller Debts be firſt paid « 
But, Sir, there is another Advantage which will accrue 
the Public from paying off the Whole, or a great Part 
the Debt, due to the other Companies, which will. appt 
evident to every Gentleman, who conſiders, that a Tradif 
Company poſſeſſed of an excluſive Privilege, muſt alw: 
come to be a great Diſadvantage to the Trade of eve 
Country, where ſuch a Company is eſtabliſhed, and cot 
nued ; for tho' in the Infancy of any particular fort 
Trade, it may be neceſſary to erect a Company for ſetti 
it up; yet, when the Trade comes to be ſufficiently el 
bliſhed, when great Numbers of our own People are 
acquainted with it, and willing to carry it on in a pri 
way, the continuing of the Company, or at leaſt a" 


n * 
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3 of their, exclufive Privilege, mult be a Diſadzantage- 
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de Trade of dug Country ; becauſe, a Company can, never, If 7369. 
ann urls cheap 2. Race as private Perſons can O 2 8 


and are therefore not ſo capable of preventing Foreigners, 
ko interfering with us in the Trade ; for ap they” are. al. 
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js at a great Expence, they muſt bave great Erofits, and 
ter bn Pro ts, dot on tempt, but enable Foreigners mg rand / 
1 wr with us in an) Trade. It is not now neceſlaty £5 Mer, 


ki the excluſive Privilege enjoy d by the Bank and 4. 
kia Company 3s W. to the Trade of 1. 
don in general; It is ſufficient at preſent to obſerve, that 
b excluſive Privilege cannot be taken from either of them, : 
Icy Shilling due to them by the Public be paid off; 
phat the Expiration of the Term for which that Pri- 
1 dige has been granted ſignifies nothing, as lob ad there, is 
u Money due to them; and furely it would be "an Ad. 
unge to the Public, to have it in our Power to put an 
bad to that Privilege as ſoon as the Term expires, In caſe 
, {£0u1d then appear to be a Diladvantage to the Trade of 
& Nation; which Power we cannot acquire but by paying 
& in the mean Time, a great Part of the Capital of each. 
[iis is an Advantage we cannot acquire by any" Payment 
nie to the South-Sea Company; becauſe the excluſive Pri- 
ge granted to and enjoy'd by that Company, is a Pri- 
ige granted to them for ever; and therefore the public 
of the Nation is not ſo much concerned, nar can ever 
k ſo much concerned, in the paying off the whole Capital 


Mu - . of : | " 
ev them, as it may be in paying off the whole Capital 
e En either of the 5 8 * "RY TY s a a 
* from what I have ſaid, Sir, in relation to Trading Com- 
mies with an excluſive Privilege, it muſt appear, that 
De nn "$a | | 
"oo the Trade js once generally known, and thoroughly 
. thbliſhed, if you can redeem and aboliſh their excluſive 
oy tivilege by the Redemption of the Annuity. or | Intereſt 


crue | TS : | 
the one the other ; becauſe, by laying the Trade 

hob gen you vll nee tether than diminiſh * Trade of 

E Conn Tan it he Catipary has an Excl 

wall nlege Which ou cannot. AK from them, even aiter you 

paid off the Whole Debt due to them, the pay ing off 

con Debt may be a, Di dvantage to your Trade, betauſe 

or. BY” may, by ſo doing, prevent the Company's beitg able ; 


yr ; and at the fame Time all private Adventarers are pre- 
ee from engaging in it by the Continyarice of the Com- 
s excluſive Privileges therefore, it is Inconſiſtent with 

Pi public Good to. pay off any ſuch Debt, or any, Part of 

* Yor, Wr 7 9 Ade uch 
7 * 
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Gus, geh Pt. us Jong as 6251 1 8 25 
1 don not bury * nk th 12 a 
Fix ument ; making any N 
Sea % 'or the Inte 295 * le N 
aitiey may contribute as pooch No Taba If 50 

their tock, towards ena bling 
becay e, the only ay by Gbich d Gn 17 255 
wards enabling them to ee their... 
| Mons 5 lying for one time in their ridy 8 Fr 
be obliged to wal it to the Pro prletörs 3 dn aud de Ten 
Money 5 their Annuities Bo . Prong 1 the Compam 
Hands before they be obliged 3 cl 
yearly Annmties grown — to e Ke Br e Yate 
Money of their Stock can do, Wefgre he 4 50 be obi a 0 
it for paying the half -yearly Divid 
Proprietors of their Trading Stock, * 

As for the Taxes 3 — to the le Mt 
or to any other Company, they can be of * Welbht id it 
preſent Debate ; for whenever we Have 410 aboli 
any of our preſent heavy Takes, we kn r, chere in 
Company, nor public Creditor in Exglaug ir win de z 
to conſent to the aboliſhing ef any ſuch Tx, fad io ee 
of an Annuity payable out of the Sinking Fund, th Lien 
the. Annuity payable to them out of the Pfodbce of i 
Tax. This we know by a late Ex clindhr in the'Cile 
the Salt Duty, which was once by this Houſe reſulvadts 
the moſt grievous Tax in. England, 450 was therefore ab 
liſhed.” In that Caſe Wwe know, Sir, how feadi! * ler lr 
Sea and other Companies agteed to täke Antwities 
out of the Sinking Fund, in Lieu'vf the Annditits 5. 
to them out of the Produce of that Tax; but ſ Vati te e 
the Sentimenty of ſome Gentlemen, that in His Yeats, Tit 
that very Tax was deemed not near ſo grievous as'n $hill 
in the Pound upon Land, and therefore it Was it eltabliſh 
for three Years, and granted "for fupplyſtig' cie Witte 
Service of the Pear, in order bg? tevent dür de i 
to lay an additional Shilling i in the Pound bt fot the Year\ 
Land ; and I think it has ſince. deen 8 11 l 
Years longer, for the very. ſame Real, for Uh Purpoſe: 
Iam afraid we are Icaded Wich it ter ger z for t! 
Tax that creates a great deal of Power, 1 5 
little Money, I believe it will always de p 59 
eertain Sort of Men to any Tax that m 25 -6dce u nd 
greater Revenue without [propagating ft "of Pow! 
As for my own Part, I Auf es ntinue to tl it öde f ! 6 fal 
moſt burdenſome and ang wos Taxes we ate fubſeck M aki 
| 5 notwilhſtanding the low Intereſt paid fo the M _—_ es 
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bfhivg fog thi is T uſe if we 
5 of coll 12 l that Ex. 
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mace to the lt Toe for the 95 1 1 nd 9 upon it, 
gal ro 5 Nation 74s. a 1 Intereſt for that 
Voney, be Dar ger our Liberties may. be expoſed to 


a ef 3 Tax which h creates ſo 0 ower and pro- 
% mall a Revenue, and beſides the Danger our Trade 
ny be 1779 to by a Tax which enhances the Price of 
Tour i Very Branch both of gur Manufacture, A Agricul- 
we, and Navigation; Nor would the applying the Sinking. 
had to ſuch an Ule, be a new, Peryerting of ſt; for as this 
ſax was Ae one of the * es a 6 to the 
kyment of nd Debts. contract ore December 2 5. 
1716, the ap Tring the Sioking, Fund towards aboliſhing it 
pd then reyiying it for ſupply1 the current Service o 

ian, Was the { lame Thing as i we had then taken S 
zum ram the Sinkigg-Fund, as would have been ſufficient 
w;only for ſupplying the current Seryice of the Year, but 
k; :edeeming the Tax we had then a Mind to aboliſh, for 
le Eaſe of our por Labourers and ManufaQurers. But as 
[have at pre N no Intention to make any Propoſition for 
pplying the Sin ki 17 und te ſuch a Purpoſe, I ſhall inſiſt 
n longer upon this Subject. 

The *. Queſtion now hefore us I take to be, Sir, 
Fhether the next Payment from the Sinking Fund ought 
h be made to the Seuth - Sea N or the Bank? And as 
let out with tayi that if we ſhew any Regard to the 
pplic Good, pr 1 impartial Juſtice which js due to all 
be public Creditors, we ought not-to apply the next Pay- 
nent to the South-Se@ Company, I think I have ſhewn 
bu, with reſpeR to the public Good, none of the Motives 
rentioned can induce us to np the next Payment to that 
(apany, but that op the contraxy, every one of thoſe Mo- 
ines are ſtrong Arguments for not making any future 
fiyment to them, till all or moſt of our other Debts be 
airely paid off. Naw. Sir, with regard to that impartial 
kilice which we ought to ſhew to all our Creditors, I ſhall 
Fant the Credit of the Nation is now ſo well eſtabliſhed, 
kt all our public Funds ſell at an adyanced Price, and that 
lterefore it is a Diſadvantage to the public Creditors to be 
fd a Part of what is due to them; but the only Way of 
pelerving the Credit we now have, i is to pay off our Debts 
$ faſt as poſſible without contracting any new Debt, and in 


dee dett of pablic f mo more than another. No Man 
can 
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one of the beſt Uſes we.cauld con · head 
pert the Sink 80 und to, would 4 255 4 ply it towards If. 00. 
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taking ſuch Payments, to ſhew no Partiality or Favour io 
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Part of the Debt due to him, we ought to rod " 


Shilling due to them, before the Nation ean get free « 
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3 
count of ohr having a Regard to the pubis Good, und pa 
ing off thoſe Creditors firſt, whoſe Debts, by reaſon of an * 
latest. Privilege, or Circumſtance attending them em, * 
moſt burdenſome or inconvenient to the Nation in te 
but ſo far as our Creditors are upon an equal Footing wi K 
reſpect to the public Good, as it is a Diſadvanta 75 te 


one of them to receive Payment of 1 or ah 


Payments in ſuch a Manner as that the Diladvantape ms 
fall upon all, exactly in Proportion to the Share each Mu 
or every Sett of Men, have in thoſe Debts. 
According to this Proportion, Sir, we have area y dor 
Injaſtice to the South Sea Company; for to take t 
of the South - Sea, Bank, and Eaft-India, as 
Year 1727, when the great Reduction of eds Intere 
took Place, and to which National Advantage the Sour! 
Sea Company contributed a great deal more-than its Sha 
we muſt reckon that every fourth Payment at leaſt dug! 
to have been made to the Bank, and every eleven « 
twelfth to the Eaſft- India Company; whereas we ha 
already made five ſeveral Payments of a Million esch 
the South Sea Company, and one of $06,000} 'withor 
paying ſo mach as one Shilling of the Capital either 
the Bank or Eaſft-India Company ; for tho” oze Million h 
been paid to the Bank, yet Care was taken their Capit 
ſhould not be thereby diminiſhed, becauſe the very ne 
following Year, a new_ Sum of 1 ,250,000 f. was borrowe 
from them, which muſt be redeemed, as well as every oth 
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their excluſive Privilege. Can this, Sir, be called impart 
Juſtice, or can it be ſaid we have ſhewn this partial Fayod 
to the Bank and Eaſt India, for the Sake of public Goo 
and becauſe it is for the Intereſt of the Nation to ſuppo 
theſe two Companies, and continue them in Poſſeſton « 
that excluſive Privilege they now enjoy, and by which th 
have for many Years made fo great an Advantage? Ne 
Sir; I have ſhewn that if the public Good be engaged 
either Side of the Queſtion, it is on the Side of the South 
Sea Company, both becauſe the greateſt Debt is due 
them, and becauſe we cannot redeem their excluſive Priv 
lege by the Redemption of their Capital, which we m 
do with reſpe& to the other two. 

But, Sir, we are told we ought to ſhew 8 Regard tot 
t Intereſt of the public Creditors, by direQing | a 
uture Payments to be made to thoſe who will ſuffer db 
leaſt by having a Part of their Capital paid off. wo 


p 8 ty” - 1 
2 8 (37 73 ly . 
Heart, Sir, Jet'us Thew" as" much Regard to the privats b o. 
Nett of — N i the pubic Imre wil admits . 1536-57. 
ot do not let us ſhew a 'partial d to any one of them, 14 83 
ple Fo any Sett of him, * We kive i already ſhewn a partial WY , 
ner Iegard to the Bant and Caf India Company ; we have al- 
mdy done Injuſtice to the South-Sea "Company. This is 
de chief Reaſon for their Annuities ſelling at ſo low a 
T an ice; and from this, which is the Effect of our former 
te or hniality and Injuſtice, an A t is now drawn for con- 

e ma muing that Injuſtice in all Times to come. I fay in all 

fine to come, at leaſt till our Debts be all paid off, which 

nut be a very long time, if we are to form a Judgment of 

kom our Management for theſe mwenty Years paſt; for if 

dis Argument be now of any Force, it will every Yeat 

in tt Kquire new Vigour, becauſe the Partiality'we ſhew'to our | 
ther Funds, will make them increaſe in their current Va- | 
kk from Year to Year. From hence we may ſee the Weak- | | 
x of this Argument, and furely if we are to ſhew a Fa- =_ 
or to any of our Creditors, or a partial Regard-to the 2 
nate Intereſt of any Sett of them, it ought to be to thoſe 
no have made the leaſt Advantage by lending their Money 
bthe Government ; conſequently the Bank and Eaft India 
tho cbt to be the firſt paid off, becauſe the Proprietors of 

WT bt} theſe Companies have been. for many Years receiving 
krye additional Dividends from the Profits of their Trade; 
mhereas the Proprietors of South-Sea Stock or Annuities 
ne kve never received ſo large additional Dividends from the 
Irofits of their Trade, nor have they received any ſuch 
Dividend for ſo long a time. We 
ree ( For this Reaſon, Sir, it muſt be granted, that tho' the 


parti Proprietors of Bank and Faft India ſhould really loſe a little 
ave nore than the Proprietors of South-Sea Annuities, the for- 
e ner wil] be mach better able to bear that Loſs than we can 


bppoſe the latter to be; becauſe the more they have got by 
hon Oy dditional Dividends, the better able will they be to bear 


1th the Loſs they may ſuſtain by being paid off. But, Sir, I 
„N "uſt upon this. Occaſion take Notice, that the South. Sea 
ed OB Annuities are not at fo low a Price in Proportion to our 
Kur Other Funds as ſome Gentlemen may imagine, nor will the 
Joe Difference between the Loſs they may ſuſtain by having 
Pri ths next Payment applied to them, and the Loſs the Bank 


: 0288 @ F/ India Proprietors might ſuſtain by its being applied 
to them, be near 5 great as the honourable Gentleman has 
deen pleaſed to repreſent, For South. Sea Annuities, in Pro- 
portion to their Dividend, are really at a higher Price than 
ant Stock is at preſent z becauſe, if 4 per Cent. per Anmum, 
tie Dividend of theſe Annuities, gives 113. their preſent . 
, . Price 


35 


by the. 197 Price af fol is 

its Dividend. much above: the Wa 
Annuities ; for. if 4 ßer 12 8 per 

Cent. per Aunum, 


gi» ® near 1700. 1 ro 10 8 > rc Ba 
but 10 per Cent. abaye the Prapartion, and 


125 


we may believe, 1s in p great meaſure Ning 

tainty the Proprietors have of gat d 
any partial Payments far many 175 ta cam 

Now, Sir, with reſpect to ſs hex =s theks t 

of public Creditors may ſuſtain ring the next Payme 
applied to them, it is certain the Sapth-Seq: * 1. 
loſe the whale Advance Price, that is, every one af ther 
will loſe at the Rate of 13/. per Cent. ppc 5 texer Me 
ney he receives as his Share of that pa 0 0 * 
we are not to ſuppaſe, that the de J 
Stock will loſe at the Rate of gol. per. Cent. 12 
prietors of Baut Stock will loſe at the 
Cent. upon whatever Money an = 
his Share of this next Payment, if 1 255 were 1 | 

either of them; becauſe, tha? a proportiehy. 
Annuity due from the Gavernment will ceaſe 
of the three Caſes, yet, in the Caſe of. 0 52 ion , 
India Company, the Proprietors have anather Sort L An 
puity, an additional Dirend, which ariſe frgm thei 
Trade; and as the Trade of neither of them cannat eithe 
ceaſe or be diminiſhed by this next partial Ee 5 "x 
made to them, by the Reduction of their Capital, this addi 

| tional Dividend myſt of courſe increaſe upan the whe 
remaining Capital, and, cqnſequently, the current Price « 
the whale remaining Capital muſt riſe a great deal aboy 
the preſent Market-Price. 
To illuftrate what I have ſaid, Sir, by Fi a; far 


the preſent Opportunity will permit, I ſhall-ſappaſe thy 
Capital of the South Sea Old Annuities - not to erceg 
10,000,000/. the Capital of the Bank nat ta exceed fl 
like Sum, and the Capital of the Eaft- India Company nd 
to exceed 3,000, ooo. I know every one of theſe Capy 
tals exceed the Sums I have — wa f but in the preſe: 
Caſe the Calculations will be the ſame, let their Capital ud. 
amount to what they will; and, I ſuppoſe theſe round & 
that my. Calculations may be the more eafily yoderſiqad 
Now, ſuppoſe the next Payment is to be made to Soutk-$6 
Old Annuities, as the honourable Gentleman has propoled 


6 
jut Cuſe u Projpridter vH 4 ddd). Capital Wil ere Te h ro. G 


s Capital, and, conſequently, will for the future, with II. 4736-9. 


A1 ev Pttchale, Rand 41 dl. al ony; 
hat he tit doſe the advanerd Price, being 13. pon ths 
6e paid 6, 9% Partef which Loſs en be roplaced 16 


j eats of the Payment chen made by the Public. 184 
#text fuppole the Payment now under our Conſideration 
þ be made tel the Hunde In that Caſe a Propitetor of 
wol Cupitul Bukit Steck will receive 100d. conſequent 
K miſt have 1680. of his Capital anhihilated, and will, 
terefote, for the fiittte, Without a new Purchaſe, ſand poſ- 
d ot 900/. Capital only T6 thht ue will loſe theiad: 
faced Price, being vb. but 1 ſball n ſhew that a grens 
kit of. this $07. will be replaced to hit by an 
þ remainin 
e Payment' made 


by 'the Public; for as the Bank make at 
fernt zn additiennI Dividend ef 12. fl. per Cont! per thr 
i, out of the Profits by their Trade, upon their whole 
Gpial of 10/060/8807."#5'that Capital will then de rediiced 
r Millibut, und nb Part of the Profits by their Trade 
ii ceaſe or de dmiſtd, beeauſe of the Puyment thus 
fide-to them dy the Püblic, their whole Profits which were 
Iiterly divided upen Yew Millions h will: for. the 
ſite cottre to Be divided upon me HHH Capital only, 
mich muſt neceſſarily dae renſe their futhe Dividends, and 
kinſequently enhance the Price uf ebery Man's remain in 
ſick : As- tie Badt divides ut preſent rg. per Cent. 

de Profits 6f their Trude upon the fappoſed Capital of 
io, oo. Wwe UE feekbn the nett Profits-of their 
de to amount tb bHg OO. per Armibr, and as thie 
yo ooo. per u WIN" afte eme to he divided 
ton mixe Capital only, the additional Dividend 
fon the Preſits of their Trade will then amount to 1. 130. 
u. per Cent. inſtesd df r. for., therefore the future Divi- 
td af the Bunt, f this Payment be made to them, mult 
Wefirily Be vl. 13. d. und if a Dividend of 5“. 109. 
dikes their Cäpitabſell at 150“. pr Cn. a Dividend of 
137. 44.” Wülbmake their remaming Capital, after @ 
Er paid - GE; fell at T %/ T0. and dpwurds; fo that 
fry Proprietor of :4 0062! Capital, will gain by the ad- 


nd, conſeqteiftly; We mut reckon, that yo Proprietor of 
Ji Stock will loſe tte thän at dhe Nate of about 
Cen. by this next public Puyment's being made to t 
t; whereas iy Proprietor of $66/5-Sze - Old Annu. 
1440 e 31 £237 M gibt, ene 


i} by any Adverage Mis remaining Cupieal will receive, | 


Capital muſt heceſfarily receive, — | 


firced Price f his Fetmatiing Hool. Capital, very hear 47“. 


„ 
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II. 2730-7. to them e e 
i fame Merbod of Calculation, Hir, we FOR 
7 wat il a Millan were to be paid ee next wi 
Za India Com pany, and,their, Stoek.ſuppoled not to 
cd 3,000,000/. the Proprigtars would, not aste 0 
fer Cent. u a; the Stock — hy ſuch Payment 
* beciuſe, as the Whale Profits; of their Trade would the 
Fes come to be divided upon twe Midlzons , a al, inſtead e 
three, every Man's remaining Stock tiſe in 
tion to the Increaſe of the Dividend, Which Adwuteg 
upon his remaining Stock wauld atone for. the Kt. pen 
Part of the Loſs u pan his annibilated Stock. \ Bet, as 1 1 
not intend at preſent. to make any Propaſuion fo pphin . 
the the graving Produce of the Sinking Fund t Baſt 
| pany, I ſhall not trouble, you with; ah Farticalan « 
the 8 I. know. it — TTY 
Payment made by the Public. ſends [a(Rxeater- | 0 
— to Market, the Price of Se Old Apnuit 
| will certainly riſe by ſuch; Payment being made to them 
. bat this:1 have taken no Notice: ol, becaple it in an Advar 
tage will accrue equally to the ches Chapter, ria br 
either of them the Payment ſhall he me to; on 5 
ſore, can make little or no Pi 
Loſs, the Froprietols pf either of them nen b 
ing a Part of theix. Capital — iu 30 e logo 
fo 


| Thus, Sir, it muſt appear, that if ,we;;have 
5 thew a proper and impartial Regard, to che public; 
| we cannot order the preſent growing Produce, of been 
— — 725 be applied n — Part g 

oath Sea Company's, Capital; e hate 4 
direR this next Pay ment io be made ta theſe who Will f 
the leaſt by having a Part of their Capi Ital paid off, I ha 
ſhewn:that the Proprietors of. the Bank WI — al 
and therefore the next Payment qught 775 ma to them 
But if we have a Mind to ſhew a | 
Sett of public. Creditors,.certain]y the 
"Annuities deſerve it mgie than any others for-ypon. = 
tion it will be found; there are among them more ( 
in Proportion for ſmall Sums, than, theze are in 

other public. Funds ;, and 2 a rich Mamis better 
'a Loſs than à poor Man, chat Rund whi has the go 
Number of poor Men in it deleryey ſurely, moſt of 
flion, and conſequently, maſt. of our, men 40 this 
"Fall add another: Motive for e ny 8 8 40,0 F 
. South-Sea-: Annuitants,. than. to 2 

Creditors, | which is this: : It Will“ 1 rh upon | 
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zation appear, that among the Saab. Ces Annuitants,' 4e 10. Cet 
ere is a much ſmaller Number of Foreigners in — II. 1736.7. 
hin there is among the Proprietors of any other of our pw 3 
Kinds; and I muſt think, that Fund deſerves moſt Favour es... 
tm 2 Britiſb Parliament, which is moſt generally poſſeſſed . 
y Briti/> Subjects, or at leaſt. it deſerves equal Favour, 
mich is all I have Occaſion for at preſent, for ſhewing that 
he next Payment ought not to be made to the South-Sea 
Company. : $26 

11 now, Sir, I ſhall conclude with taking Notice of a 
(icamſtance relating to the Bank, which ought, I think, to 
ka prevailing Argument for our reſolving that the next 
kyment ſhall be made to that Company. I mean the Ex- 
ation of their Term which now draws pretty near; for 
gon the fir ft of Auguſt 1743, we may, upon giving proper 
Iatice, pay off all that ſhall then remain due to that Com- 
pry, and ſo put an End to their ſabliſting as a Corporation, 
wes they obtain from Parliament a Renewal of their 
ſem, which certainly will not be granted without a very 
uluble Conſideration. While the Debt due to them con- 
laces as large as it is at preſent, they need be under no 
lneaſine ſs, were their Term to expire To-morrow 3. becauſe 
dy know the Parliament cannot pay them off in 7wo or 
n Years; and while they are under no Uneaſineſs it is 
ruin they will not be ſo fond of renewing, nor will they 


i © large 2 Conſideration. For this Reaſon I think it 
ito tablolutely neceſſary to begin now to pay them off; in 
So that we may have it in our Power, at the End of their 
en, or ſoon after, to pay off the Whole, in Caſe we ſhould 
4 en find it neceſſary to put an End to the Corporation, or 
1 þ Caſe they ſhould refuſe to give ſuch a Conſideration for 
* tRenewal as may be then thought juſt and reaſonable. 

frat [ hope, Sir, I have now ſhewn that it is abſolutely incon- 
then llent with the-public Good, and with that impartial Juſtice 
2 wich is due to all the Creditors of the Public, to apply 


le preſent growing Produce of the Sinking Fund towards 

king off any Part of the South-Sea Company's Capital; 

ud tuat by applying it towards paying off the Annuitants 

# that Company, we do an Injuſtice to thoſe who are beſt 

liled to our Compaſſion and Favour., On the other 

and, I think I have ſhewn, that if we have any Regard for 

le public Good, if we have a Mind to diſtribute Juſtice | 

Whartially to all our Creditors, if We have a Mind to ſhew 

i Regard to the private Iutereſt of our Creditors, by apply- 

Ws the next Payment to thoſe who will ſuffer the leaſt by its 
ug made to them, we ought to reſolve, That the Sam of 

Million ſhall be granted to his Majeſty, towards redeeming 
You, IV. L 2 * the ” 
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- theſe Words, of the Governor and Company of the Bank | 


3 


« . (GTP \ 
the like Sum of the 22 Capital ꝙ the Genre" as 


Co the Bank of England. Therefore 1 
ng doh will amend his Motion by leaving | 
the Words, of the South-Sea Company, as it. m n 
called Old South-Sea Annuities, and inſerting in their fie 
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England. 1 Th 
Fo this it was replied in Subſtance as follows; ,.. s 
Sta, a { 
As to the Power of Parliament over the Sinking-Fund, it 
mult ſtill think it abſolute and unlimited, notwichftandin 1 
all that has been now or formerly ſaid to the contrary z ar te 
I have this Advantage, that I have ſeveral joint Reſolution hi 
of all the Branches of our Legiſlacure in Favour of m he 
Opinion, I cannot eaſily imagine the Parliament whic jd 
eſtabliſhed the Sinking- Fund had any Intention to limit « ſer 
_ reſtrain the Power of all future Parliaments, with reſpet i x7 
the Diſpoſition of the Produce of that Fund: They kne | 
it was an Intention they could not make effeQual, and fn 
cannot think the Wiſdom of the Nation would ' FB 
form to themſelves an Intention which they knew hi mee 
no Power to make effectual; but this is not the Queſtic [ 
now before us, and therefore I ſhall not take up your Ting int 
with expatiating upon the Subject. Pub! 
If we could immediately redeem the original Fund me 
the Bank, which now bears an Intereſt of 6 per Cent, In N. 
acknowledge, Sir, it would be a very good Argument (Ql « : 
our applying this next Payment to that Company : Nay, Com 
would be a good Argument for our borrowing Money yher 
4 per Cent. ſufficient to pay off their whole Capital, in ord knit 
to come at the Redemption of that Part of it which bea job: 
ſo high an Intereſt, in caſe they refuſed to comply with o 
Terms; but we know we cannot redeem or pay off th like 
original Fund, till the Expiration of their Term, wi ber 
has fix Vears to run from the fr ft of Auguſt next; thereſof 114: 
the high Intereſt upon that Part of their Capitat can be ink 
Reaſon for applying the preſent growing Produce of owe 
Sinking-Fund towards redeeming any other Part of thaw i i 
Fund, which bears the fame Intereſt now payable up ply 
almoſt all the public Funds, We have atleaſt for Years Kue 
think of Means for reducing the Intereſt payable upon tb * of 
original Fund; and if at the End of that Term, it ö wave 
be thought neceſſary to aboliſh that Company, or put Debt 
End to their excluſive Privilege, it will be then eafy, 0 Novi 
eaſy than at preſent, to find Money at 4 per Cent. for ders v 
ing off their whole Capital, tho' not a Shilling of it eff tie | 
be paid off before that time; ſor as the Number of Lene urge 
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lie Securities will be every Year increaſing by the A 10. Geo, 

wan made out of the Sinking-Fund, let them — II. 1736-7. 

op whom. they will, it will of courfe become every Year (YL 
xe eaſy for the Public to borrow Money at 4 per Cent. | 
xy, perhaps, even at 3 pa Cent. than it can be now, or 
4any preceding Year.” On the other hand, if upon the 
hitat on of that Term, it ſhould be thought proper to 

mtione the - Bank, and ta continue them in the Poſſeſſion 
their preſent exeluſive Privilege, the more Capital they 
je then poſſeſſed” of, the more able will they be to pay a 
vie Confideration to the Public, for a new Term; and if 
ty ſhould” refuſe to comply! with any reaſonable Terms 
jt may then be propoſed hy the Public, I am convinced 
& larger their Capital then is, the more eaſy will it be to 
ada new Company of Adventurers ready to accept of the 
ſems offered by the Public, and willing to advance Mo- 
x7 ſufficrent for paying off and aboliſhing the old Com- 
my. for every one knows, it muſt always be a great Ad- 
tige to a Banking Company to have a large Capital, and 
müderable Sums of ready Money coming in to them 

mekly from his Majeſty's Exchequer. | 

| confeſs, Sir, I am a little ſurprized to hear it infinuated, 
kat it would be more advantageous or convenient for the 
blic, to owe a large Debt to any one Company, than to 
mea Debt of equal Value to three or four different Com- 
mies. If the whole Debt we now owe were in the Hands 
Any one Company, it would be in the Power of that 
lompany to diſtreſs the Public whenever they had a Mind; 
nhereas, while that Debt is in the Hands of ſeveral Com- 
nies, if one' ſhould reſolve to diſtreſs, the others would 
pobably reſolve to ſapport, and by that Means the Public 
an never be in Danger of being diſtreſſed by either, 
likewiſe, while the Debt continues to be in the Hands of 
feral Companies, and while it continues to be à Diſ- 
vantage to each of them to be paid off, as long as the 
inking-Fund produces any Thing, it will be in the 
tower of the Public to keep every one of them in Awe, 
ud in ſome Manner to preſcribe to each, by threatning to 
ly the Sinking Fund ſolely to that Company which ſhall 
refuſe tp comply with any reaſonable Propoſition that may 
* offered. In private Life, as well as public, it is not ſo 
tnvenient to owe a large Debt to one Perſon, as to owe a 
Debt of equal Value, and at the fame Intereſt, to ſeveral, 
provided the Debtor can be- aſſured, that none of his Credi- 
un will demand Payment till he is ready to offer it; for 
tte Reaſon why Gentlemen of Eſtates generally borrow a 
age Sum from one Perſon, is becauſe a Man of Eſtate can 
—_—_— borrow 


Rnd 
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Anne 10. Geo. borrow a large Sum at a lower Rate uf Angerell ban! 
II. 1736-7. can borrow. ſmall Sums ; or becauſe ſome on or ber of 
ö his ſmall Creditors is every Day teazing him far Payment 
Which keeps him in a conſtant State of Uneaſineſs and Tro 
ble; but if a private Man owed 18, O0, ten difſere; 
Perſons, neither.of-whom, he was ſure; Would ever af 
Payment till he was ready. to offer/it, he would not ſurel 
in common Prudence, offer to borrow 10, 00. at the fam 
Intereſt from any one Perſon, in order to pay, off theſe t 
different Creditors; and if a Man had ſeyerah Mortgage 
upon his Eſtate, and could make; partial Payments, withog 
irritating his Creditor, I believe- common Prudence wou 
direct him to apply all his partial Payments towards dim 
niſhing the largeſt Mortgage; becayſe a Creditor.far a larg 
Sum, has it always more in his Power ta diſtreſs his Debto 
than a Creditor for a ſmall Sum can have, unleſs the Deb 
tor be a Man who has neither Fortune nor Credit. If 
grant it is better for the Public to owe a large Debt to 
Company, than to a great and diſunited Multitude of pr 
vate Perſons ;- becauſe to ſuch a Multitude the Public ca 
offer no new Terms, nor can it enter into any. Treaty. « 
Tranſaction with them; whereas a Multitude united in 
Company is always governed by the Majority, and iö i 
Effect but one Perſon, ſo that Means may always be foun 
for getting them all to agree to any new., and-reaſouadl 
Terms that may be offered. This was a good Reaſon { 
the Legiſlature's enabling the South Sea Company, to put 
chaſe in, or pay off all gur redeemable and itregeemab 
Debts; but this can be no Reaſon for ſay ing, that it would 
be better to have the whole public Debts; placed in db 
Hands of one great Company, than to have it ꝓlaced in th 
Hands of three or four different Corporations z.becaule the 
Puhlic may treat with each, and will always be able 
treat more upon the Par with each, than if it had only ond 
powerful and numerous Body to deal with. „ 
As for the. Diſadvantage which an excluſixe :Priyilege 
may be of to the Trade of the Nation in general, it can 
not be of any Weight in the preſent Debate; -hecauſez 1 
at the End of the Term granted to the Banter Haff. Andie 
Company, it ſhould be found neceſſary to aboliſh the Bent 
or not to renew the excluſive Privilege of either of the two 
it will, I am certain, be in the Power of the, Public tobor 
row as much Money, at a moderate Intereſt, as will be ful 
cient for redeeming either the.one or the other, tho: not 2 
Shilling ſhould be paid to. gt, them before the Exp! 
ration of their Term; and if. it ſhquld be; zhought fit t 
continue them, and to renew thei, exlulive, de, 1 
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en with reſpect to their Trade, to have a 


Part of 


bei Capital paid ofs in which Caſe the — of ſuch 
hyments would certainly be an Injury done to the Trade 
{ the Nation. But tho! id moſt Sorts of Trade, an ex - 
bre Privilege may be of bad Conſequence, I am never- 
beleſs of Opinion, that with reſpect to the Banking Trade, 
ad the Trade to the Ea/t+ Indies, neither the one nor the 


der can be carried on with ſuch Succeſs, or in ſuch an ex- 
uüve manner, by private Adventurers, as by a publio 
(pany with ſuch an excluſive Privilege as our, preſent 
(mpanies have; and in this Opinion I am ſupported by 
e Example of our Neighbours the Dutch, who, I believe, 
gderitand Trade as well as moſt of their Neighbours, and, 
[nay ſay, I hope, without giving any Offence, that they 
qacrally ſhew as diſintereſted a Regard. for the Good of 
zir Country, as any. Nation now in Europe, The Circu- 
king of Bank Bills, or Caſh Notes, mult certainly increaſe 


gat Uſe in Trade; conſequently the more extenſiye and 
ie more general ſuch a Circulation is, the better will it 
x for the Inland Trade of that Country. It is true, a 
pirate Man, or a Sett of private Men, may, by a long 
ries of good Management, gain a very extenſive Credit, 
kt that Credit can never come to be ſo extenſive, or near 
bgeneral, as the Credit of a rich public Company, that 
ks ſupported itſelf with Honour for perhaps ſome Ages; 
kauſe the Credit of a; private Man always depends upon 
laſelf, ſo that when he dies, his Credit, as to any future 
lrculation, generally dies with him; for it muſt require 
mne time, Fes thoſe who ſucceed can reyive or regain it 
Miereas à public Company never dies, nor can their Credit 
net with any ſuch Interruption ; and as their Managers 
ir always choſen annually by the Company, there is a 
pater Security for its being under good Management, than 
private Bank, whoſe chief Managers are always appointed 
9 the Chance of natural or legal Succeflion ; therefore I 


plic Bank, thay to truſt entirely to private Bankers. Then 


Rcarried on by private Adventurers, unleſs: the Nation 
dould be at the 8 of ſupporting the Settlements, 
torts, and Factories now ſupported by the Company; and 
den in that Caſe, the Ships proper ſor the Trade are ſo 
urge and expenſive, and the Cargoes ſo rich, that I queſtion 


Ach if it could be carried on by private Men trading 
trrately, In hore, Sir, we know how our Banking and 


Eaft- 


blalways think it better for a Trading Country to have a 
to the Ea. . India Trade, it is certain that Trade could not 


Abe a Diſadvantage-to both, but eſpecially the Bank; ns 10. Gus 
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je current Caſh of any Country, and maſt therefore be f 


n . 
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Huw 10. Gro, Eafi-India Trade have proſpered under their prefedt thin 
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in ands of private and ſeparate Ad weste 
— I muſt ehinke 1 would be a da Ixperimes 
to diſſolve the Companies, and I am of Opinion aciche* © 
them can ſubſiſt without ſuch an excluſive Privilege ad U 
now enjoy. However, we have now no Occaſion for dete 
mining this Queſtisn ; for, as I have ſaid, whatever way SW. 

may be determined, when the Opportunity offers, i cin ill, 

of no Weight in the preſent Debate; at leaſt if it is of an re r 
Weight, it muſt be in favour of the Motion f beexuſe 

we ſhould once pay off any Part of the'Capitat of Nau em 

Eaft-India, we cannot replace it, but by contracting a | 

Debt, which I hope we never ſhall, even tho' we thou 

afterwards reſolve to grant the Company a new Term. 
With reſpect to the Trade carried on by our the g 
Companies, it muſt be granted, Sir, that the South 
Company has hitherto been far from carty ing on ſuch 
Trade as either of the other two; and altho' I am ce 
vinced, a Diminution of the Capital of the Bark or Z ir: | 
India would be a Diſadvantage to their Trade, yer I am {Wb 
from being of Opinion, that the Diminution of the N irc! 

Sea Capital would be a Diſadvantage to any fort of Trad Ib: 

they can be ſuppoſed to carry on in any time to come; the 

their Capital is ſo large, that tho” the greateſt Patt of 

were paid off, they would, I think, have ſifficient Temai is b 

ing for enabling them to puſh their Trade as ft i pere 

Nature of it will admit of. But ſuppoſing, that by bv 0c 

extraordinary and unforeſeen Accident it - ſhould Rapp var 

otherwiſe, ſuppofing the South-Sea Company ſhould becom vil of 
one of the moſt flournſhing Trading Companies in th ma 

World; (which I ſhould be extremely glad to ſee) wher 

any preſent Meaſure is to be taken, 1 ſhall always think they y 

much ſafer to form a Judgment upon the Experience 

what is paſſed, than upon any Conjecture of what may haf 
pen in time to come; and if we are now to be directed d ich 
the Experience of what is paſt, I am ſure it wilt be ve i ger 
eaſy to determine ich of the three Capitals we may nent 
niſn, without running any riſk of injuring the Trade of ad tl 
Company by ſuch Diminution. * 
Then, Sir, with reſpect to the Taxes mortgaged 10 t |utic: 

ſeveral Companies, it ſeems to be admitted that the Taxa ve 0, 

mortgaged to the 'Soxth-Sea. Company are the molt geg 4; fo, 

vous; and if fo, it would certainly be much better for th ud 

Parliament to have an abſolute Power of abdliſhin Alk che ul ou 

Taxes, than to have only a conditionaf Power ſubje© to th a ©, 

Controul of any Com pary in Fxland; for tho 1 

took probable 
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table that their Coriſent will always be readily obtained, de 10: Geez. 
offering them a Security 1 the Sinking- Fund, for an II. 1936p. 

mity equal to the yearly Produce of the Tax fo to be 
liſhed, yet the obtaining of ſuch a Conſent is what we 

ot pretend to be infallibly ſure of; and therefore I 

| think ĩt moſt prudent for us to proceed as faſt as poſſible 
| the Redemption of thoſe Taxes which are allowed to be 
& moſt burdenſome. to the Nation in general. As for | 
ut has been ſaid with regard to the Sa/t-Duty, it can 
ne no Relation to the preſent Queſtion, therefore I ſhall \ 
uke much Notice of it; but I muſt declarg I am far A 
jm thinking it near ſo burdenfome or inconvenient as the 
kn, Gentleman was pleaſed to repreſent, nor did I ever 
tink it ſo grievous as the Land Tax. There is not a Man 
zthe Kingdom that feels or complains of what he pays 
pthe Sa/r-Tax, but moſt of the Land-holders in England 
ferely feel every Shilling that is laid upon their Land, 
al moſt of them would complain if they were not con- 
mced that the Parliament takes every Opportunity to re- 
be them. We muſt remember, that when the Sa/t-Duty 
waboliſhed, there was then no Competition in Parliament 
keween it and the Land. Jax; if there had, I make no 
Jubt but that both Houſes of Parliament would have been 
if the fame Opinion they afterwards were, and would then, 
well as afterwards, have determined that the Land. Tax 
ws by far the moſt grievous of the two. But however 
pierous or dangerous the Salt Duty may be, there can be 
v Occaſion for applying the Produce of the Sinking-Fund 
wards its Redemption; becauſe in ven or eight Years it 
jill of courſe expire; and if any Attempt ſhould hereafter 
te made for continuing or reviving it, the Hon. Gentlem 
wy then give his Reaſons againſt it, when I am peri 
de will have great Weight, as they always have with 
ery Man that hears him. | 
| hope, Sir, I have now ſhewn that all the Arguments 
which can be drawn from the public Good of the Nation 
n genera], plead ſtrongly for your applying the next Pay- 
nent towards redeeming ſo much of the South-Sea Capital, 
ad that there is no Weight in any Thing that has been 
kid to the contrary. I ſhall next conſider that impartial 
Jutice which is due to all our Creditors, and the Regard 
we ought to have for the private Intereſt of every one. 
A for that Rule of Proportion which has been laid down, 
ind according to which it has been ſaid we ought to make 
al our future Payments, I cannot think it would be either 
jt or impartial, or that it would ſhew a proper Regard for 
wr Creditors in general; for as every Payment we _ 

| m 
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"| Auto 10. 0 wie be atteiided with a Loſs to thoſe)! 

II. 4736-7. we ought to make our Payments in;fuch-a — 
| LW the Loſs may always fall upon the greateſt Number 
. T Perſons: A Lois that falls upon 3 or 400 Perſons may be x 
| moſt inſenſible to every one, whereas if the ſame" Lol | 
made to fall upon 100 Perſons only, .it will be ſeverely 
by every one, and may in all Probability-prove cake 
great many. For this Reaſon we ought to male all ur mt 
of our Payments to that Capital which is the-Jargeſt,-t 
ſuch Time as t be reduced upon à Par, or neat upon Pay 
with ſome one of the other Capitals z "conſequently: tl 
next Payment, and perhaps ſeveral future Payments, oug 
to be applied to the South. Sca Company, * the 
Capital is by much the largeſt, and their P 
far the moſt numerous, and therefore: the Loſs cannot 5 
ſo heavy upon thoſe to whom the Payment is ate 
"Tis true, Sir, there are, I believe, among the Sort -g 
Annuitants a great many Proprietors for ſmall Sums, pe 
haps more in Proportion than in any of our other publ 
Funds ; but ſuch Proprietors have all fomethin elſe to de 
nd on, and therefore are not ſo much of Con 
paſſion as the Hon. Gentlemen would repreſent... They: 
generally Perſons concerned in ſome Sort of Trade or Huf 

| neſs, and the ſmall Sum of Money that will fall to eac 
Perſon's Share, out of any Payment to be made by thi 
Public, will, or at leaſt may, be uſefully employ'd b ther 
in the Buſineſs they are engaged in. The greateſt Object 
of Compaſſion are the Proprietors for middling Sums, Juc 
as have 1000/7. % or three, in ſome one of the publi 
Funds, and have no Trade or Buſineſs, nor any Thing t 
depend on for a Subfiſtence, but the Annuity or Dividend 
they receive from the Company. By ſuch Proprietars thy 
Loſs will be ſeverely felt, becauſe they can make no Uſe e 

the Money they receive, but by laying it out again 
the Purchaſe of Stock or Annuities at a. very great Difad 
vantage, and many of them may perhaps be tem pted tt 
waſte it in ſome Sort of Extravagance : but of ſuch Pre 
prietors there are, I believe, in Proportion, as many in o 
other Funds as in the South-Sea Annuities, and th 

the latter deſerve no icular Favour upon that Accou 
As for Foreigners, I ſhall not take upon me to ſay which 0 
our public Funds are moſt generally poſſeſſed by them 3 © 
I am ſurprized to hear it ſo much as infinuated, that 
ought to ſhew any greater Favour to our: on Subjecta that 
to thoſe Foreigners who have put ſuch a Confidenee in tl 
Honour of this Nation, as to truſt us with the whole or un 


greatelt Part of their Fortunes: I hope 1 ſhall never fee 
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Doctrine eſtabliſhed, berauſe'T am of Opinion it would 4194 0. NN 


and both to the Diſhonour and Diſeredit of the Nation, 
ad might be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, if ever 
dis Nation ſhould again be plunged in a War as | 

y the laſt. I wiſh it had not been mentioned; but ſince it 
ks, I thing it one of the ſtrongeſt Arguments can be made 
te of for inducing us to agree to the Motion, in order to 
gavince the whole World, that this Houſe will never give 
de leaſt Countenance to ſuch a Doctrine. I muſt now; Sir, 
key Leave to conſider the Calculations that have been made 


IL 1736-7. 


kr hewing that the South-Sea Annuitants will ſaſtain a 


pater Loſs by the next Payment's being made to them, 
un the Proprietors of Bank Stock would ſuſtain, if the 
eit Payment ſhould be applied to them. The Calcu- 
kions I muſt confeſs are ingenidus enough, but they are all 
handed upon two Suppoſitions, neither of which, I am 
id, will hold. They are all founded upon theſe two 
ippoſitions, that neither the Trade of the Bank or Eaft- 


kia Company will be in the leaſt diminiſhed by our pay- 


vw off a Part of their Capital, and that the remaining Stocks 


jill riſe in its Value according to the Increaſe of the future 


Jividends. As to the firſt of theſe Suppoſitions, I am con- 
raced it will not hold, eſpecially with reſpect to the Banks 
fir by paying a Million to them, we ſhall make them loſe 
jar 800 J. a Week, which is now coming in to them 
jeekly from the Exchequer, as a Supply for the ready Specie 
they find it neceſſary to keep always by them, in order to 
erculate the ' Caſh Notes or Bank Bills they have out; 
lterefore, upon the ceaſing of that weekly Supply, they 
guſt either diminiſh the Number of Notes they now have 
n Circulation, or they muſt keep a greater Stock of ready 
wecie by them; by either of which they muſt neceſſarily 
iminiſ the Profits of their Trade, and conſequently this 


wppoſition muſt appear not to be well founded. Then as 


b the other Suppoſition, I do not think there is the leaſt 
foundation for it, becauſe we know, the Price of any Sort 
« Stock depends as much upon the particular Whim or 
tumour that may happen to. prevail, as the Price of any 
Gmmodity whatever. It neither depends upon the Di- 
mend to be made, nor upon the Certainty or Probability 
at the Dividend will be inereaſed or continued. Of this 
tie preſent Market Prices of our Stocks is a convincing 
Proof; tor if one were to judge from common Senſe, or 


de Reaſon of Things, it is certain the Price of Bank Stock 


wht to be higher in Proportion to its Dividend than the 


ce of any other public Fund in England, and yet we find 
tis lower than either Fa- India Stock or South-Sea Annut 
You. IV, Aaa tied; 
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WW Tee, 
ell Gee. ties ; thereſore to ſuppoſe that any Stock! will gig in Pr. 
* 2 portion to the lk of its Dividend, muſt bes very un 
— certain and deceitſul Foundation for any Caledlatian;-. Or 
1 the contrary, our directing the next Payment d be ade 
the Bank would, I believe, poſſeſs the Generdlity uf Man 
kind with an Opinion, that we were reſolved £0-abolifh the 
Company at the End of their Term, which would of 0 
run the Price of their Stack down to 1 Par, at 
conſequently I think it moſt reaſonable to believe, that the 
Proprietors of Bank Stock would not only loſe at the Rate 
go /. per Cent, upon their Stock annihilated, but very ne; 
50. per Cent. upon all their remaining Stock, in Caſe 
now reſolve that the next Payment ſhall be mate to then 
For theſe Reaſons, Sir, and a great many others, whicl 
I ſhall wave troubling you with at preſent, I am fill e 
Opinion, notwithfianding what has been ſaid by the Hot 
Gentlemen on the other Side of the Queſtion, that if » 
| have a Mind to ſhew a proper Regard to the public Ge 
and to the private Inteteſt of our public Creditors, in pe 
neral, we ought io apply the preſent growing Produce « 
the Sinking-Fund towards redeeming the like Sum of th 
Soutb-Sea Company's Capital; and that, canfidering th 
great Amount of that Company's Capital, co ing he 
far it exceeds the Capital of any other Company, neithe 
our having applied ſo many ſucceſſive Payments towards tl 
reducing of that Capital, nor our applying this next Pa 
ment to the ſame Purpole, can be charged with any 
jullice or Partiality ; therefore, I am for agreeing to d 
Motion as it now ſtands, and, I hope, the Hook will jol 
with me in Opinion. J TL 
After this Debate, the Queſtion was put * 
Motion, and carried in the Affirmative without a Diviſic 
The Speakers for the Motion were, Sir Robert W/ 
Thomas Winnington, Eſq; Fohn Bance, Eſq; Samuel H 
Etq ; Sir Villiam Younge, Mr. Alderman Heathcote, and tl 
Lord Sundon ; and the Speakers againſt the Motion we 
Sir John Barnard, | William —— Eſq; Sir Willa 
Windham, Sir John Hind Cotton, Sir Jabs Ruſhout, 
Themas Samderjon, the Lord Baltimore, Samus! Sandhu, H 
and the Maſter of the Rolls, {xt hes 
On Monday the 14th this Reſolution was reported 
the Houſe, and agreed to without any formed Debate ; vl 
Sir Jobn upon that Occaſion, Sir Jobn Barnard, and ſome othe 
Barnard, ipołke to the Effect as follows, vix. 
Sia, | | | 
1 ſhall not now oppoſe our agreeing to the Reſolution « 
the Commirtee 5 but the only Argument made. ule of 1 
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i. Committee in favour of the Motion, which to me ſeemed Are to. Gas. | 
phave any Weight, was, That zt the End of the Term 11.1936 7. 
of granted to the Bark, and w ich expires in 77 1743.68 | 
+ would be. eaſy for the, Government to raiſe Maney at * 

4 Ct. ſufficient to pay them off, in caſe it ſhould be 

ought fit to aholiſh the Company, or put an End to their 

aciuſive Privilege; or in caſe the preſent Company ſhould 

wuſe the Terms offered for renewing their excluſive Privi- 

we. [ confeſs, Sir, this Argument had very little, Weight 

nth me; becauſe, in my Opinion, it will be impoſſible 

br the Government to raiſe 10, ooo, ooo J. Sterling at 

nee, at 4 per Cent. or any other Intereſt, eſpecially when 

| have ſuch a powerful and rich Company ta oppoſe it, as 

& preſent Bank is, who, by the Indulgence that has been 

Flue Years ſhewed them, are in ſome Meaſure become 

lkſters of the public Credit of the Nation, and who will 

erainly oppoſe, with all their Might, a Scheme concer:ed 

che Ruin of their Company, and for making every par- 

kuar Man in it Joſe at leaſt 50 J. per Cent. of what he 

wy then call himſelf worth: Tui I ſay, appears to me "1 
npofſible ; and if we judge from the Experience of paſt *1 
limes, I am ſurè we muſt conclude it will. be impoſſible; | 

kt ſuch ſeems to be the Fatality of ſome Gentlemen, that 

len the Experience of what's paſt ought to perſuade us to 

fle any particular Meaſure for the T ic Good, they then 

age from very improbable ConjeRures of what may hap- 

rin I''me to come, and when probable Conjecture of what 

* happen ought to prevail with us to take any particular 

Nleafure for the public Good, they then determine themſelves 

y the Experience of paſt Times, tho' the Circumſtances 

i very far from being the ſame. b 

This, Sir, is the very Caſe, with reſpect to their Method 

\ jadging about the — Price of Bank Stock. Tis true, 

mile a Spirit of Stock-jobbing prevailed in this Kingdom, 

mie that Spirit was encouraged by thoſe who ought to 

wwe behaved in à quite different Manner, the Price of 

ck very much depended upon what was called the 

him or Humour of Change- Alley, which was never go- 

med by Reaſon, but by Art and fraudulent Practices; but 

ice that Spirit has ſubſided, and the chief Method of 

Keeping it up has been aboliſhed by Act of Parliament, Peo- 

x now begin to judge reaſonably, and, therefore, the 

ice of Stock now depends very much upon the Dividend 

Ale, and the Probability that the ſame Dividend will be 

antinued, or perhaps increaſed, For this very Reafon 

Stock does now fell, and qught to fell, at a lower 

der in Proportion than South-Sea Annuities ; becauſe Peo- 

n N Aa a 2 ple 
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Jes 10. Geo. ple know that the Bank's Term is near. 
0 1736-7. large Sum of Money muſt ſoon be 520 


'piring, that 

Tok enewa 

and that that Sum muſt be taken from the" Capitals the 
have or may have in Bant Stock, or frem; the” future P 
2 vidends they may expect from ſuch Capitals. This I wa 
aware of when I made my Calcalations nay therefore, 
founded it upon the preſent low Price of Bank Stock, an 
not upon that Price it onght to bear in Proportion to Seag 
Sea Arinuities ; and by our doing Juſtice to the other pub 
lic Creditors, no Man can be induced to believe we will e 
Injuſtice to the Bank, by paying them off ſocner than an 
of the other public Creditors ; for if the Bank be willin 
to pay a juſt Price for the Continuance of their Company 
and if that Continuance be no Detriment to the Public, 
would be unjuſt to make any more than proportional P; 
ments to them; ſo that by our reſolving that the x 
Payment ſhould be made to the Bark, the Proprietors cc 


| take no Alarm, unleſs they either think that the Contin jar: 
ance of their Privilege would be a Detriment to the Publ it 
or are reſolved not to pay a proper Conſideration for it; 2 
either of which Caſes it would be a juſt Alarm, an A Ia 
we ought not to prevent; becauſe it would be better tl da 
Loſs ſhould fall upon them by Degrees, than that it ſhou Ho 
fall all at once, as in either of theſe Caſes it mult do att end 
End of their preſent” Term. As to the Profits the B | 
makes, or may make by its Trade, I ſhaft only take N ber 
tice, that the Quantity of ready N are obliged tow 
keep by them, depends but very little on the Value hre 
Notes they have out, but upon the Extent of their Credi ttenc 
and the Circumſtances of public Affairs at the Time T 
A Bank newly ſet up, or of a very ſmall Capital, m Opin 
keep a greater Quantity of Specie by them in Proportion ble t 
the Notes they have out, than a Bark of eſtabliſhed Credi 1 
or of a larger Capital than their Trade e require tink 
which is the Caſe of our preſent Bark; and when pub Citors 
Affairs are in a variable and unſettled Condition, every Ba pon 
ought to keep a greater Quantity of Specie by them in Pag wr p 
portion to the Notes they have in Circulation, than wü rice 
the Sky is clear and every Thing appears ſerene ; Ther Price 
fore the paying them off 4 Million, Tin convinced, woul 0 /b- 
neither diminiſh their Circulation, nor oblige them to Be = C: 
a greater Quantity of Specie by them, than'thgy do at r litere 
ſent, and conſequent ly could no way diminiſh their Trad 4 fer ( 
Thus, Sir, 1 could ſhew there is no Weight in any d glad cc 
Argument that has been made uſe of for py rr Ft oy 0 
making the next Pay ment to the Ban; but hir ! dn one) 
a per ( 


Tiſe up for, nor ſhould 1 have taken arly Notes ofthe chi 
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vith reſpect to what I am to propoſe z and, therefore, IL ho 


Argument, and particularly of the Hon. Gentleman 
wo made uſe of it. Sir, if we are now in ſuch Circum- 
þaaces as that we may any way expect in 6 Years Time to 
+ able to raiſe 10,000,000 J. at once, and that in Spite of 
ge moſt opulent Company in Exg/and, I am ſure we may 
u begin to think of reducing the Intereſt payable to the 
ublic Creditors, and may begin to take ſome Meaſures 
kr that Purpoſe. I wiſh ſome ſuch Propoſition had come 
tom the other Side of the Houſe; for ſame Gentlemen 
em to be reſolved not to approve of any Propoſition or 
theme but what comes from themſelves, and, to return 
he Compliment, their Reaſons are ſo weighty, that they 
ererally prevail. As for my own Part, if my Reaſons 
e any Weight with thoſe that hear me, I am ſure I have 
kt ſeldom been heard by the Majority of this Houſe; ever 
ace I had the Honour to fit in Parliament, and yet I have 
ways raiſed my Voice as much as I could. This has 
ways mage me ſhy of making any Propoſition: to the 
flouſe, or of offering any Scheme, which I thought might 
tid to the Good of my Country; but the pleaſing Proſpect 
de Hon. Gentlemen have given us of 0 
kppy State of our Country 6 Years hence, emboldens me 
u to make you a Propoſition, becauſe from what they 
ave ſaid, I cannot but expect their Concurrence, and from 
hence I have good Reaſon to expect Succeſs. 4000150 

Tho' my Hopes are not quite ſo ſanguine, tho I am of 
Opinion we can never be in ſuch Circumſtances as to be 
dle to raiſe 10,000,000 J. at ance; in Spite of the Bazk, 
jet, Sir, I am convinced, it is now high Time for us to 
think of reducing the Intereſt payable to our public Cre- 


on paſt Experience, nor upon future Conjecture, but upon 
ur preſent S I mean, Sir, the preſent high 
rice of all our public Funds, and in particular the high 
Price of our public Securities, which bear an Intereſt, only 
of three per Cent. When ſuch Securities are at five. or. fix 
jr Cent. above Par, it is a certain Proof that the natural 
latereſt of Money, upon public Securities at leaſt, is below 
{fer Cent. that many of the public Creditors would-be 
gad to accept of an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. rather than be 
oy off, and that the Government might borrow ſome 

oney, I ſhall ndt pretend now to aſcertain the Sum, at 
{per Cent, in order to pay off a Part of thoſe 1 Cre- 


tors, 


(1378-)) 0 28 
t. made uſe of, but that. I think, if chere #20 10. G. 
fung at all in the Argument, it muſt be of est Weh 17 


hall have the Concurrence of all thoſe who thought it a 


e flouriſhing and 


lors; and my Reaſon for thinking ſo is neither founded 


ight II. 1736-7. 
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A 10. Geo. rms mg ſhould not appear willing to cept Tok 1 
II. 1 , an Intereſt. er eee 
ſap 6-rg 1 fay, Sir, 1 fhall not now pretend to determine wh 

. Sum we might be able to borrow at 3 per Cent. I belege f 
would be but ſmall, becauſe, I believe, the Baut would | 
fuſe to concur with the Government in any ſuch Under Thi 
taking, and will always refuſe as Jong as the Intereſt pay 
able to them is at 4 per Cent. For t is Reaſon, athoni 
others, I was for our reſolving that the next Payment ul 
be made to the Bank; becauſe ſuch a Reſolution woeld ban” 
enabled us to bring the Intereſt payable upon the MAU 
Bark Capital down to 3 per Cent. in two or three "Yea! 
If we had ordered & Mi7ion to be paid to them at, Me 
mas next, we might, without doing an Injuſtice,” ave 6 
dered that no Part of that Payment ſhould have been Apple 
towards ſuch of the Proprietors of the Banł is were WIH 
to accept of an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. upon that Part on” 
the Capital which belonged to them; but that the who! 
ſhould have been applied towards diminiſhing the Capital 
thoſe who were not willing to accept of ſach. an Intereft 
and for this Purpoſe the Government might have been| in be 
powered to open Books of Subſcription for the Bank Propri 
tors to come in and ſubſcribe for that Part of the Capita 
which belonged to each of them: And further, as an Fr 
eouragement for the Proprietors of the Bank to come in ane fea | 
fubſcribe, it might have been ordered that no N 
ſbould have been applied towards paying off any Part o N 
4% the Capital ſo ſubſcribed, as Jong as there had been any * 
9 | Fart of the Bank Capital unſubſcribed. By this Means, 


do not know but we might, even at Michaelmas next, hai 
brought the whole Capital of the Bank, at leaſt all the 
Part of it which can be paid off before the End of thei 1 
Term, down to 3 per Cint. In which Caſe, as no Moe pod 
could then have been iſtued from the Sinking Fund 
Michaelmas next, we would have had above tuo Millions te 
have diſpoſed of next Seſſion of Parfiarent ; and with abort 
two Millions in ready Money, and what we might then have 
borrowed, with the Aſſiſtance of the Hank, at 3 per Cent 
I do not know but it would have. been in dur Power, de 
| have brought the whole public Debt to 3 per Cent. at the 
very next Michaelmas following ; for if the Intereſt payable 
to the Bark ſhould once be reduced to 3 per Cent, it i t 
tain they would then aſſiſt us as much as they could, to brig 
all our other Debts down to the ſame Rate of Intereſt ; and 
tho” I am far from thinking we ſhall in five or fix Years de C 
able to borrow 10,000,000 J. at once, even at 4 por Cent i. att 
in Spite of the Bart, yet 1 am convinced that at Feng 


FY 


A "vr | : 
| 6378) 5 
4h their Affſtance, we might be able to botrow eight or Ad 10. C. 

v Millions at once at 3 per Cent. eſpecially if the Proprie- II. 1736-7. 
rs of our Funds were enabled to ſubſcribe their reſpective | 
itals, with an Aſſurance that no Part of the Capital @ * * 
L{cribed ſhould be paid off for a certain Term of Years. . 

This Propoſition, Sir, would certainly have had the | 
qatcit and the moſt uſeful Effect, if upon theſe Terms #0 4 
next Payment had been ordered to be made to the Banat 
even ſuppoſe we ſhould agree with our Committee, ſup- 

e we ſhould reſolve that 4 Million be granted to his Ma- 
ty, towards redeeming the like Sum of the increaſed Ca- 
xl of the Sourb-Sea Company, as is now commonly called 
ly Saut h Sea Annuities, the ſame Propoſition may, I think, 

L applied to them, and may have a very good Effect, at 
ut 1 am ſure it can be attended with no bad Conſequence 3 
ras the delaying to pay off any Part of our public Debts 
y1ow a Favour, it is both juſt and reaſonable that Favour 
vd be beſtowed upon thoſe who are willing to accept of 
y Intereſt of 3 per Cent, inſtead of 4. Therefore my Pro- 
nion now is, that in order to ſee which or how many 
(the O South Sea Annuitants are willing to accept of 3 per 
(at, for a certain Term of Years, rather than be paid off 
j Part of their preſent Capital, the Government, or the 
(mmiſioners of the Treaſury, ſhould be impowered to 
gen Books of Subſcription for ſuch of the Oli Sourb-Sea 
lanuitants as are willing to accept of an Intereſt of 3 per 
(at, for 14 Years certain, rather than be paid off any Part 
i their preſent Capital at Michaelmas next, or at any other 
line during that Term; and that it ſhould be ordered, 
at no Part of the Million to be paid at Michae/mas next 
ll be applied towards paying off any Part of the Capital 
b lubſcribed, but that the whole ſhall be divided and ap- 
pied pro rata towards diminiſhing the Capital of ſuch of 
lie 0/4 Soutb-Sea Annuitants as ſhall not ſubſcribe before 
lalaelimas next. If all the 0% Sautb- Sea Annuitants 
duld ſubſcribe, the Conſequence will be, that no Part of 
le Millan can then be iſſued from the Sinking: Fund at 
lclaclmas next; in which Caſe we ſhall have 2a Millions | 
bUipoſe of in next Seſſion of Parliament, and with theſe 
ko Millions, we may, Lam confident, be able to reduce the 


abe fit] of the Bank likewiſe to 3 per Cent. at the very 
"ern." Michae/mas following; after which we ſhall have no 

oo ificulty to reduce the Nero Soutb-Sea Annuities and all our 
der public Funds to the ſame Rate of Intereſt. 

irs bo Reſolution ſeems, now to be formed, that none of 

C other Creditors ſhail have a Shilling paid to them, till 


ll the Sextb-Sea Annuities be paid off, 1 ſhall ſhew that it 
is 
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Ano 10. Geh. is no very unteaſonable Suppoſition to Tappole; that u 
2 73 Ws Old South-Sea Annuitants would ſubſeribe before Frcs 
next; for which Purpoſe I ſhall ſuppoſe Ol and New Soar 
- Sea Annuities to amount to 25,000;000'/” and that neithe 
of them will ever fell ir any Price above or under 2173 
5 per Cent. In this Caſe, if a Million ſhould be paid to ther 
yearly, it will amount to 4 per Cent. the firſt Vear; ſo th 
every one of the Proprietors will have 4 per Cent. of h 
Capital annihilated, which, at 113 % pe, Cent. is wort 
about 4 J. 10s. 5 4. and therefore, as he receives only 4 
in Money, he muſt loſe, the very firſt Year, 10 f. 
| which Loſs, by the yearly Diminution- of the Capital, ar 
, the yearly Increaſe of the Sinking-Fund, will incre: 
every Year ſo faſt, that in five or ſix Years, I reckon, eve 
Proprietor will loſe 1 per Cent. upon the Capital be 
poſſeſſed of, by every Payment made by the Public; fe 
which Reaſon every Proprietor of South Sea Annuities, 
he underſtands his own Intereſt, would certainly chaſe 
accept of 3 per Cent. for 14 Years certain, rather than 
main ſubject to the Annihilation of ſo much of his Capit 
yearly, and the Trouble of receiving ſuch partial Payment 
and of replacing thoſe Payments ſome way at Intereſt, 
inveſting them in ſome Sort of Trade or Buſineſs, 
J have made the Calculation, Sir, upon Od and N 
Seuth-Sea Annuities taken together, for the ſake of E 
and Perſpicuity ; but it will come out the ſame, if we mal 
the Calculation upon the two, ſeparately z and, therefore, 
think there is a great Probability in ſuppoſing that allt 
Old South-Sea Annuitants will become Subſcribers for accey 
ing 3 per Cent, upon their Capital, for 14 Years certai 
before Michae/mas next, if we give them an Opportunity 
fo doing; becabſe, if any Number of them ſhould ſubſcrib 
the Loſs will fall extremely heavy upon thoſe who do nd 
which will of courſe be a prevailing Argument with 
molt obſtinate. But ſuppoſe no one of them does come 
to ſubſcribe, it can be attended with no bad Conſequene 
the Government will then have nothing to do bat to ill 
the Million at Michaelmas next, and it will be diſtributed j 
rata among the 0% South. Sea Annuities, according to 
Direction of Parliament. 
Before I conclude, Sir, I muſt take Notice, that we oug 
to endeavour, as much as poſſible, to reduce the Rate 
Intereſt, eſpecially upon the Debt due to the Bank, beſc 
we come to any Agreement about granting them à Ne 
Term; for if we do not, the Reduction of their Intereſt 
3 per Cent. will be looked on, perhaps, as a full Conſide 
uon for that new Term; whereas if it ſhould be reduc 
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tefore that time, the Conſideration muſt be paid wholly in SE Ss 
0 Money, which will enable us to pay of any Debes H. 1736.5. 
that may, be fill. ſtanding out at 4 per Cent. 0 | | : 

Thus, Sir, I have laid before you a Propoſition, which, I 
in ſure, may tend See; to the Benefit of the Public, and 
an be attended with, no bad Conſequence, nor with, the 
jſt Danger of any bad Conſequence; yet. nevertheleſs, | 
{hould not, I believe, have had the Courage to offer it, if 
te great Hopes given us by ſome Honourable Gentlemen 
uthe Committee, of our being able to do Wonders 5 or 6 
fears hence, had not 2 me imagine, that I ſhould cer- 
zinly have their ConCurrence. Whether we can now pro- 
xrly take this Affair into Conſideration, I do not know; 
if it ſhould be thought we cannot, I think we ought to 
xolve ourſelves into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to 
vaſider of the National Debt, or into ſome ſuch Committee, 
norder to take this or any other Propoſition of the ſame 
ature that may then be offered into our Conſideration ; for 
frely we ought not to fit here and ſee 3 per Cent Securities 
fling at a Premium, without endeavouring to take ſome 
Arantage of that,favourable Conjuncture, for lowering the 
tereſt of theſe National Debts which now bear an Intereſt 
of 4 per Cent. 

Upon this it was ſaid by Sir Robert Walpole, and ſome 57 Robert 
bers, That public Credit was a Thing of ſuch a tickliſh Walpole. 
Nature, it was dangerous to meddle with it at any Rate, 
kt much more, to make any Step which might affect it, 
ithout the moſt mature Conſideration. That in a very 
ty Years we might, perhaps, be able to reduce the whole, 
rthe greateſt Part of the public Debts to an Intereſt of 
er Cent. but they were afraid it was not yet Time to 
uke any ſuch Attempt. That to make any ſuch Attempt 
nithout Succeſs, would certainly be attended with bad Con- 
kqzences ; for as public Credit depended intirely upon the 
(pinion of the Generality of Mankind, a vain and un- 
keceſsful Attempt to reduce the Intereſt payable upon any 
our public Funds, would be attended at leaſt with this 
kd Conſequence, that it would give many People a mean 
(pinion of the Wiſdom and Prudence of the Government; 
ad no Man would truſt, or continue to truſt his Fortune in 
le Hands of thoſe whoſe Wiſdom and Prudence he had 
„ good Opinion of; ſo that the attempting to reduce the 
tereſt might give a much greater Check to publie Credit 
tan ſome Gentlemen ſeemed to be aware of,” and might 
A it out of their Power to reduce the Intereſt payable 
hon any of the public Funds, for a much longer 'Fime 
Vor. IV. B b b | than 
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K However, they ſaid, they were not againif going m3 
” fuch a Committee' as had been propoſet; . 4 F 
men would then have Time to er of what they wer 
about; and if any feaſable Scheme ſhould; be there pft 1 
poſed for reducing the Intereſt now payable upon any oi : 
the public Funds, they ſhould moſt readily to i Q 
Whereupon, the Reſolution of the Committee of 8 
was agreed to without a Divifion ; and then *was reſolved WY + 
That the Houſe would, upon that Bay Se'tinight, reſolril * 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to confider oi * 
the National Debt; after which twas ordered, that a Start x 

of the National Debt, as it was the fr of February lat + 

ſhould be laid before the Houſe. Is . 

Which was accordingly laid before the Houſe on Mr 

18, and is as follows ; | 1 
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coniradtted before 


However, they ſaid, they were not apainiff | inte 
ſuch a Committee as had been propoſett; voull op: ry 
men would then have Time to er of what they 


about; and if any ſeaſable Scheme ſhould be there pr: 
poſed for reducing the Intereſt now payable ypen any « 
the public Funds, they Monld moſt readily gte to i 
Whereupon, the Reſolution of the Committee of 
was agreed to without a Diviſion ; and then *was reſolyed 
That the Houſe would, upon that Day Se'nnight, reſolve 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe to conſider t 
the National Debt; after which twas ordered, that a Start 
of the National Debt, as it was the fre of February lat 
ſhould be laid before the Houſe. | | 
Which was accordingly laid before the Houſe on Marc 
18, and is as follows; | On 
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483) i 
gentioned only the Application of the Mill, to be 10. G 
1 at Micbacimas next, to ſuch of the South-Sea Old An- Kr. ns 
ants only, as are not willing to accept of an Intereſt of . 
x Cent. for if there are any who are willing to accept "0M 
ach an Intereft, and 1 am convinced there are a 
oy, 1 muſt think it a very abſurd Sort of Conduct in the 
lic, to make any Payment to them, as long as there is 
one public Creditor who will not of ſuch a low 
L-reſt : However, as this Houſe ſeems to be of a contra- 
Opinion, I ſhall readily ſubmit; but as the Houſe then 
ed upon the Committee we are now in, I thought F 
if obliged as a Member of this Houſe, and as one 
 incerely deſires to ſee the Nation freed from its Debt, 
| the People freed from their perpetual Taxes, I mean 
4 a5 are made perpetual by Parliament; I fay, I 
welf obliged to turn my Thoughts that Way; and from 
ddering our preſent Circumſtances, and the preſent low 
Ie of Intereſt, I am of Opinion, that the Scheme for 
wing the Intereſt of the public Debts may be puſhed 
nber than I then-propoſed or thought on. 
lvery one knows, Sir, that the Price of all our public 
ds is now at a higher Rate than ever it was before, 
gin any reaſonable Foundation: Every one knows, that 
jen thoſe publick Securities, which bear an Intereſt of 3 
r Cent, only, now fell at a Premium in Change Alley; 
[[ muſt be of Opinion, it would be an un ble 
ſeglet in us, not to endeavour to take Advantage of that 
ky Circumſlance, for the Benefit of the Public. I am 
winded there are few or none, who are willing to give a 
hemium for any 3 per Cent. Security, but would willingly 
hd his Money to the Government at the ſame Intereſt, 
books of Subſcription were opened for that Purpoſe, with 
A Aſſurance that no Part of his Principal ſhould be paid 
for 14 Years 3 and therefore, I think, we ought to have 
le} Books always lying open at the Exchequer, or ſome 
der convenient Place, for- taking in the Subſcriptions of 
ie who are willing to lend at 3 per Cent. in order to pay 
the ſooner ſuch of the public Creditors as are not wil- 
lis to accept of. a lower Intereſt than Four. If this were 
ke, it would convince all our public Creditors, who are 
w intitled to an Intereſt of 4 per Cent. that the Govern- 
t is in earneſt, and firmly reſolved to pay them off as 
„n as poſſible 3 and as the only Conteſt among the public 
Mdtors now is, which of them ſhall be the laſt in _ 
deff, 'tis more than probable, the far greateſt Part 
m would come in and ſubſcribe what is due to them 
*pedively, at an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. rather — 


Arno 10. Geo, the Risk of being quickly paid off \the-whole;jonthe on 
II. 1736-7. 
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always had, and always will have, à great Iuflueneg ur 
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eſt Part of their Capital, by means of the n Fu 
and the Money-Subſcriptions at 3 per C 
That the Rate of Intereſt upon public Securities | 


the, Rate of Intereſt between Man and Man, is what, 
believe, Sir, no Gentleman will queſtjon'3 for as ur 
public Securities a Man is always ſure of having his Inte 
regularly paid, and. may have his Principal whenever 
bas a Mind, which are two Advantages be can never 
| aſſured of, in lending upon the moſt undoubted private 
curity, it is certain the natural Rate of Intereſt upon pi 
lic Securities will always be lower than the natural R 
of Intereſt upon private; therefore the only Method 
reducing the latter is, to reduce the former; and wh 
you have reduced both, then, and not till then, you n 
ſafely venture to reduce the legal: And that a low Rate 
Intereſt upon private Securities, is of great Advantage 
every Nation where it can be brought about, is what e 
be as little queſtioned by thoſefwho have any. Regard 
Experience, or to the Nature of Things. But as this « 


nds upon Speculations, and upon Facts which ſome Ge ch 
3 — not perhaps be tn with, I ſhall. U 
Leave to enlarge a little upon the Subject Tit 
'Tis certain, Sir, the Strength and Power of a Nati al, 
can be increaſed only by multiplying its Inhabitants, WW» * 
creaſing its Trade, or improving its Lands; for Extent lot. 
Territory weakens, inſtead of ſtrengthening à Nation . 
that Territory lies deſart and thinly inhabited; becauſe ” 
greater Frontier a Nation has to defend, the more they Tn: | 
be expoſed to Inſults and Incurſions, unleſs every Part of 828 
Frontier be ſo well ſtock'd with People, that they are ab a 
to defend themſelves againſt any ſudden; Invaſion; and t . 
Frontiers of every Country will always be worlt ſtock Kee 
with People ; for Mankind always retire from Danger, 4 
they can; which is the Reaſon for the Heart or Midd * 
Part of every Country's being generally the molt popul * 
As to the multiplying or increafing the Number of Inh. e 
bitants in any Country, it muſt always proceed from * 
Increaſe of its Trade, or the Improvement of its Lan — 


ſor let the People be as prolific as poſſible, let them be 

rolific as ever the Northern Parts of Europe, or of tt 
very Iſland, have appeared to have been, if they can 
find Imployment and Subſiſtence at home, they will w: 
der Abroad either in armed Bodies, or as ſingle Adventure 
to ſeek for that in foreign Countries, which they can 


find in their own, It is therefore highly requiſite * Mo 
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bade, and improvin i Land and nothing can dend II. 4736-71 
yore to either of theſe Purpoſes, than x low. Rate of Inte AA 
A for the Uſe or Fotbearanee of che Payment ot Money * 
Leen Mau a Maur. Tp 2113 nem . 
With refpe&t to Trade, Sit, it is either foreigm or donid. 
þ, and both depend in à great Meaſure upon the low Rate 
lntereſt; for Mankind naturally purſue. that which is 
jeir greateſt Advantage, and but few Men will be either 
higa), diligent, or induſtrious, if they can live otherwile ; 
terefore, if a Man can live indolently upon the intereſt 
f his Money, he will generally ſollow no Trade: or Im- 
ment; and if he can make more of his Money by 
Hing it at Intereſt, than he can make by implpying it in 
ſade or the Improvement of Land, he withalways chuſe 
& former, © For this Reaſon the People ofca- Country, 
nere the Rate of Intereſt is high, will never carry on 
3 ſo ſmall a Profit, as che People ob a Country 
fill do where the Intereſt of Money is low; notswill the 
Mons engaged in Trade ever be ſo numerous or ſo rich 
athe former, as in the latter, "Suppoſe in-this Country, a 
un may malte 5 or 4 per Cent. of his Money, by lending 
tu Intereſt upon a certain Security; we cannot im that 
ak, ſu ppoſe that any Man will take the Trouble df carry · 
by on any Trade, by which lie cannöt make 8 or 10. ger 
(at. Proflt: Whereas in Holland; Where: a Man can gever 
* more tllan g and often not above a per; Chr by 
ing his Money at Intereſt upon a certain Securityn we 
mit ſuppoſe that in that Country, a Man will be glad to 
neige in any Trade, by Which be can make 6 br. 4 per 
lar. Profit; and an additional Advantage is, chat in Hol. 
ha Man who has but 1000“. or 2000“. Capital muſt 
keſſarily engage in Trade, becauſe he cannot live upon 
be legal Intereſt of his Money; Whereas a Ma of that 
Loital in this Country, may live comſortablyliin moſt 
mers of the Kingdom upon the legal Intereſt of bis 
Money ; fo that more Men, and Men of greater Stouks, 
tz neceſſarily drove into Trade in that Country tam in 
l; and their People will willingly engage in — 
any Branches of Traffic, which no Man in this Ring- 
bm will touch at; becauſe he can malce as much, or very 
ear as much, by imploy ing his Money in our Funds, 48 
could expect to make by that Traff.e. 
This, Sir, gives the Dutch, and the French too, great 
Advantage over this Nation, in all Branches of Trade Which 
duſt be carried on at a ſmall Profit, ſuch as the Catrying- 
ade, and the Fiſbing· Trade, but eſpecially the ſaſt, Which 
Vor. IV. Ceed 12112 e at word i 


And 101 Geo. 1 hope ſome: Gentlemen pho bear, me. wil Hike pa 
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Seamen : and even as it is, we may obſerve. that the Nut 
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Notice of; and I ſhall add this other Oblerration, T 
thoſe two Trades there are more Ships, and more. bat 


employed in Proportion, than in any others 
— thus employed are more uſeful ſor the 


Country; becauſe they are always at Hand y 
Emergency; which IL. hope every Gen t: 
particular Notice of, Who has any R Tong 
Power, or the Security of his an Trade, She 
All the Branches of forei 
de can carry on. — aN Wo 
rying Trade, the Fi woof ew or the N their Ma 


factures and Produce -t0- and t 
thoſe foreign Commodities —_— they — way b . wie 
en by t 
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In the firſt Tu, we are under ſuch a Diſadvaniag 
high Rate-of Intereſt among us, and the ſmall Þ KO 
expected by the Trade, that few or none of our People w 
engage in either; and in Fact we have but very ietle 
either. and would have none at all, if it were not for tl 
many natural Adyantages we are bleſs'd with above at 
other Country upon the Face of the Globe. a3 to10 
Trade of importing and exporting our own -Commoditie 
and ſuch, foreign Commodities at we have Uſe. for, it d 
upon the Cheapneſs of our Navigations and prop 
ws for its Encouragement. As to the Cheapyels of 0 
Navigation, it will always depend upon or. l 
ploying their Money in that Way at a ſmall Profit; fo 
in this too, our Neighbours have a; great Advantage 01 
us; for they will be glad to imploy their Money in tt 
Way, if they can make but 6 or 4 per Cent. Profit ; whe 
as we cannot ſuppoſe any of our People ſuch 
venture, or, as they call it, throw away a little loney | 
the Service of a Friend) will imploy their Maney in t 
Way, at a Profit leſs than 8 or 10! per Cent. ſo that bo 
Ship-building, Ships and Freight, * cheaper in o 
neighbouring Countries than in this, by at leaſt ꝶ per Ce 
if it were not for ſome natural Advantages we are liken 
blefled with in this Particular, and the great Supply we na 
receive from our Colony of New Elend: hut, N 
Randing all theſt natural Advantages, 4 fer Cent. Di 
renee is {och a great Advantage in avour of ſome of a 0 
Neighbours, that if it were not for the Navigation Act, al 
other Laws in Favour of our own Shipping, Lam am convince 
we ſhould ſee our! Ports every Day full of Dutch Ships ar 


ber of Hamburgh, Harborough, Daniſs and Seved;fb Ship 
is every Day increaſing in the River Thames and for WI 


I know, in ſeveral other Ports of the Kingdom. 50 
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But, Sir, I need not inſiſt ſo much the Prejudice a Au 10, Geo. 
jigh Rate of Intereſt does to our — with reſpect II. 1736-7, 
v our Importation and Exportation; for if our preſent 9 
ute of Intereſt, and our preſent Taxes continue for ome 7" 
Years longer; I am afraid we ſhall have very little either of 
Hanufactures, or Home Produce, to export; and in that 
(zſe our. Importation muſt likewiſe decreaſe in Proportion; 
tecauſe we ſhall not then be able to give either Money, or 
uber valuable Conſideration in return. With reſpe to 
ur Home Manufactures, it is certain the Exportation of 
hem can proceed from nothing but our Merchants being 
ple to ſell them cheaper, or at leaſt as cheap in foreign 
Warkets, as any foreign Manufactures of the ſame Kind 
nd Goodneſs can be ſold. Let us then ſee how the Dif- 
frence of Intereſt may aſſect this Branch of Trade. An { 
inl/ man will not inveſt his Money in the Carrying on 
any Manufacture, unleſs he can make 8 or 10 per Cent. 

Profit; a Dutch or a Frenchman will gladly inveſt his Mo- 
xy in the Carrying on of a Manufacture, if he can make 4 
«6 per Cent. Profit ; therefore, ſuppoſing all other Charges | 
qual, a Dutchman or Frenchman will ſell his Manufactures 
bthe Merchant Exporter 4 per Cent. cheaper than the 
Iagliman will do. Here is an Overload of 4 per Cent. 
won our Manufactures at every foreign Market. Again, 
n Exgliſs Merchant will not employ his Money in the Ex- 
portation and Sale of our ManufaQures, unleſs he can make 
| or.10 per Cent. of his Money; a Dutch or a French 
Merchant will employ his Money in the Exportation and 
dle of the Manufactures of his Country, if he can thereby 
make but 4 or 6 per Cent. of his Money : Here is an ad- 
(tional Overload oß 4 per Cent. upon our Manufactures at 
rrery foreign Market; fo that all the ManufaQtures of 
tis Kingdom, by means of the high Rate of Intereſt, carry 
ith them to every foreign Market, a Load of 8 per Cent. 
jr Aunum, more than the Dutch or French ManufaQtures 
arry with them to the ſame Market, without mentioning 
the Difference of Freight, and ſeveral other additional Over- 
beds, that naturally ariſe from the high Intereſt of Money 
n this Kingdom, above what it is among our Neighbours 
and Rivals, 
This fingle Advantage, Sir, is of itſelf ſufficient to ex- | 
clade our ManufaRures from every Market in the World, 
where our Rivals can come in Competition with us; but if 
ve conſider, what a heavy Load is added to the prime Colt 
all our Manufactures, by the Taxes laid upon ſeveral 
Materials neceſſary for working them up, and by thoſe 
Ccc2 | Taxes 
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Is 10. Ces Taxes which are id upon many of the Necellhrhibier 
, 571 . We mav have ſome Reaſon to be ſurprized' there — 
— Day a Shilling worth of any Sort of Manufacture exports, 
from Great Britain; for that we ftill} do rt pred 
\ Quantities of Manufacture, is certain: and this 'ma 
be an Argument with ſome for concluding there is nothin 
in what T have faid, I muſt beg Leave to tonſider ſome « 
the natural or acquired Advantages we ſtill enjoy; | 
Before the Peace of Uirecht, We had no Rival” in d 
Woollen Manufacture Tradeibut the Dureh, and over ther 
we have many natural Advantages both as to our Situation 
the Goodneſs of our Ports, and the principal conſlituer 
Materials of that Manufacture, all of which they 
obliged to furniſh' themſelves with at ſecond Hand. 
this I ſhall add, that when the Woollen Manufacture 
firſt chiefly eſtabliſned in Fagland, which was in the lon 
and happy Reign of Queen Elizabeth, the - Intereſt « 
Money was pretty much the ſame in both Countries, and tt 
Darch were engaged in a bloody and dangerous War, 
in eſtabliſhing their Commonwealth and their Ef Ind 
Trade, ſo that their People had not much Time to thin 
of improving any Sort of Manufacture. By theſe Mean 
we got ourſelves riveted in the Poſſeſſion of allthe princip: 


Marts for Woollen Manufacture both in Aa and Europe 
and that Poſſeſſion we in good Meaſure kept, till the Begin 
ning of the laſt War with France and Spain, when we wen 
ſo wiſe as to prohibit Trade with both. During that lon 
Period, the People in Turkey, Spain, Portugal, and even i 
France too, till the Revolution, became ſo accuſtomed to th 
wearing of Erg/; Cloths and Stuffs, that it was not eaſſi 
to make them change their Merchant; for a long eſtabliſhegi 
Cuſtom in any Country, eſpecially in Turkey, Spain, an 
Portngal, is not eaſily altered, nor are People apt to 7 to 
new Shop, as long as they meet with tolerable Ulage all 
the old. Thus by getting Poſſeſſion of the Trade, z ver 
keeping that Poſſeſſion for ſo long a Time, we acquired af 
Advantage, which could not eaſily nor ſpeedily be taker 
from us; and this acquired Advantage is, I am afraid, th uta 
chief Support of our preſent Exportation : But in along 
Courſe of Time we may entirely loſe this Advantage; and 
we are in the more Danger, becauſe we have now got 
Rival in the Woollen Manufacture Trade, much more to 
midable than the Dutch, and of much more dangerou 
Conſequence. | - | 
Beiore our late happy Revolution, Sir, they had bu 
few Manufactures of Woollen Cloth in Fance, and ſuch : 
they had were of the coarſeſt Sort ; ſo that they _—_ 


1 5 
hed with all their fine Cloths either from ' Holland or Imo 10. Gee: 
gland; but-after the Revolution we found ourſel ves, it 11736 %% ꝗnèl 
ens, under a Neceſſity of probibiting all Manner of Trade po 
x Intercourſe with that Kingdom. - This prevented its 
wing in their Power to have any Woollen Manufacture 
lrettly from | England, which laid them under a Neceſſity, 
nd at the ſame Time, furniſhed them with the Means, of 
pproving what they had, of their own; ſo that before the 
fond War broke out, they had come, ſome Length in the 
unufacture of Woollen Cloths, eſpecially Stuffs or Cam- 
ls; and by our prohibiting Trade with Spain as well as 
dem, at the Beginning of that War, we furniſhed them 
jt only with a new Opportunity of improving their 
Voollen Manufacture, but likewiſe with an Opportunity of 
xroducing it by Degrees into the Kingdom of Spain; and \ 
i Peace of Utrecht. confirmed their Manufacture in the 
hantage it had reaped by the Var. b 
Ever ſince that Time, Sir, they have enjoy'd almoſt an 
unterrupted State of Tranquillity; during which time, it 
nut be confeſſed, they have made the beſt Uſe of the Be- 
xits we beſtowed upon them; for they have now brought 
teir Woollen Manufacture to ſuch PerfeRion, that they 
uke ſuperfine Woollen Cloths almoſt as fine and as good 
zwe can do, and fell them much cheaper; by which 
Means, they very much-interfere with us in Turkey as well 
v Hain; in both which Places they as yet meet with ſome 
Dificulty, by reaſon of the Attachment the People in 
rneral have to the ManufaQures of this Kingdom; but 
tat Attachment will at laſt wear off, and then it will be 
ut of our Power to preſerve any Share of the Trade, un- 
ts we can fell all Sorts of Woollen Manufactures as 
heap as the French, or any other Nation can poſlibly do. 

Now, Sir, with reſpe& to the Rivalſhip in this Trade 
TT (twcen the French and us, it is very different from that be- 
ween us and the Dutch. The Situation of the French is 
ner more convenient for that Trade than ours, and their 
torts are as good; then as to the Materials, the only Ad- 
tage we have over them, conſiſts in our Wool; but they 
le ſo convenient for ſtealing it away from us, that tis 
krdly poſſible to prevent it; and as to Spaniſh Wool, 
Mich is the chief Material in the Manufacture of all ſuper- 
ine Cloths, they lie more conveniently for kaving it, and 
may have it at a cheaper Rate than we can. From all which 
malt conclude, the chief Advantage we now enjoy in 
is Manufacture, is the ſuperior Skill, Dexterity, and 
Numbers of our Workmen, and the old Attachment to the 
Weollen Manufactures of this Kingdom, mom oF 
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Atho 10. Geo, which flill remains in Turks, Spa nd e | 
II. 1736-7. the latter will wear off by Degrees, if we canndt tel] 
WYNLD cheap as any other Nation, and the FrenebWorkmen: 
be every Day improving apd-increafing.” Theſe; Sir, 
our Circumſtances with reſpe&-to'the:Woollen 

which is our chief Staple; and in ſuch Circumſtances 1 à 
ſure every Gentleman that hears me, muſt conclude, it 
high Time for us to look about us, and to neglect no C 
portunity that may tend towards enabling, and in for 
Nlanner obliging, our Merchants and Manufacturem to { 
their Goods as cheap as ſuch Goods can be ſold by at 
foreign Nation whatſoe rer. 

Thus, Sir, I have ſhewn what bad Eſſects our pre 
high Rate of Intereſt may have upon our foreign Fra 
and our Home Manufaftures; and now let me ſhew 
Advantages a Nation may reap from a low Rate of Inte 
with reſpect to the Improvement of their Lands, and mai 
taining a great Number of Inhabitants. For this Parpoſ 
let me obſerve, that the Riches of a Nation properly cc 
fiſt in the aggregate Total of every Man's Riches ia þ 
cular ; for a Nation, where the Subjects are all or gener 
rich, will be able to maintain an expenſive War much long 
than a Nation can do, whoſe Subjects are all or general 
poor; becauſe the Subjects of every Nation, if they 
under a good Government, will contribute as much as the 
can towards a neceſſary War, and rich Subjects will alwa 
be able to contribute more or longer than poor: But the 
theſe Riches of particular Men muſt be ſuch as confilt 
Lands, Houſes, Goods, ready Coin, Bullion or Jewel 
they muſt not be ſuch as conſiſt in large Sums out at 1 
tereſt among their Fellow - Subjects; for ſuch Riches ad 
nothing to the Riches of the Nation, nor would the Natic 
be one bit the poorer, if they ſhould declare a Year of 7 
bilee by a public Law : Whatever ſuch Men may beablet 
contribute towards the public Expence, muſt diminiſh ti 
Power of others to contribute; and therefore it is again 
the Intereſt of every Nation to have a great Number ol 

ſuch Men, or to encourage the heaping up of ſuch Riche 
among them. TODA: >" 
Then, Sir, as to the Revenue of a Nation, it is to 
computed, in the ſame Manner, from the aggregate Tot: 
of every Man's Revenue in particular; bat then theſe pa 
ticular Revenues muſt conſiſt in ſuch as come from Land 
Trade, or Induſtry : They muſt not, for the ſame Reaſon 
de ſuch as come from Sums of Money lent out at Intereſt 
And, laſtly, I ſhall obſerve, that an Acre of Land withou 
any Improvement, may not perhaps be ſufficient to _ 7 
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6k 100 or tbrec. Now, Sir, Aa 
500 “. a Year Land Eſtate, has in a Courſe of Years ſaved 
0,000 /. Suppoſe, upon looking over his Eſtate, he finds, 
ut by laying out this Money in Improvements, he could 
Ake bis Eltate worth at leaſt 1500 J. 4. Vear: He would 
Wo naturally confider which was the moſt profitable. Way 
{lxying out his Money, whether to lay it out upon theſs 
Wlopcovements, or to lay it out.on.a Purchaſe of another 
lite, or to lend it upon a Mortgage. In this Caſe, if the 
tereſt of Money, were at 5 per Cent, be would certain! 
jy out his 2 2 | e or Mortgage, — | 
E would have as much yearly Profit by laying out his Mo- 
xy in either of theſe. Ways, as he could expect by lay ing 
Wit in Improvements ; aug in either of theſe two Ways 
: vould fave himſelf all that Trouble and Fatigue, which 
elt would neceflarily ſubject him to. Tho' this Gentle- 
w, by lay ing out his Money in, ſuch a Manner, certainly - 
proves his ow Revenue, tho“ he has added to the Riches 
ie, Country by. h, Frogality, Jet he adds nothing 
wer to the Richey or the Revenue of bis, Country, by bis 
wchaſe or Mortgage; nor does he enable or make his 
(wntry fit for implay ing or maintaining any greater Num- 
kr of Inhabitants, On the other hand, if the natural In- 
rel of Money Were fat 3 per Ceng the Price: of Lands 
wuld riſe Fery weve. If, proportion in Which Caſe he 
wald certainly lay. bis Money out in Improvements, be- 
alle, in this way, he would make, near 200 J. a Year 
wore of his Money than. he could do by Parchaſe or Mort- 
pee; and by TS, it out in ſuch a Manner, he would 
ut only add to che Riches and Revenue of his Country, 
v well as. to his wn, but. he would make his Country 
arable of imploying . maintaining A greater Number 
The Caſe, Sir, will be the ſame in ſwall Sums as well 
barge, Suppoſe .A,, Farmer has taken a 21 Years Leaſe 
da (mall Tenement, and after Rocking his Tenement has 
2], over: Suppoſe; hg. finds thac by.laying, that 20 J. out 
u improving W Terftment,, he may improve its Value 
10% a Year : While, Money is at 5 per Cent. he will cer- 
duch chuſe to lend out. his. Money at Intereſt, rather than 
ky it out upon, ſach an Improvement; but if the Intereſt 
i Money were at 3 5. Cent. only, he would certainly lay 
t out upon the Im be and by ſo doing would add 
bo the Revenue of his Landlord, as well az;t0 the Revenue 
« his Country. This, the Landed Gentlemen that hear 


me, 


joprovements, may perhaps be made able to imploy — II. 2736-7: 
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hence they mu) fee how naturally 1 low Räte of Thitre 
tends to the Improvement of their Eſtates, as.well as taifin 
their Price, and that a big Intereſt prevents both the or 
and the other. 
| T hope, Sir, I have now they ti, ieh ib a Demon abt gra 
that the Lowering of Intereli mult be attended with. ; 
Advantages ta the Nation in, general, and co the Lan 
Gentlemen in particular; and I have ſhewn, I h 
Wiſe to a Demonſtration, that if the Intereſt of I 
continued for any Number of uy at the preſent Rate | 
this Kingdom, which is * n — * is” in the 
Countries hie h- are bur greate formidable Rival 
both in Trade and af Power, It 1 be attended ui 1 
the gradual Decay of bur Nav igation;” Vur foreign * 6 
and our Hon e Manufactures, which will at laſt 
trievable Ruin oporthe whole Nation: MY deve i 


vinced of this,\mull- have a 958 80 ol. 1 he mt bp: plc 
no Bowels -towards bis na ik for ; ut 
End he oppoſes, in pig o + elfiſh ir, T | 
not promote any practicable e may 


bringing the Iutereſt ef Money in cn 8 
—_— it is in var of Mon) Cohn, ef Es pore 
thoſe neighbourimg'Countries, Wich are Hur create * wn 
in Trade and naval Power. And, I am fare, no. Gch 55 
man will ſay, it is poſſible to bring down either the nath ; 
or the legal Intereſt of Money between Man and Man, ol. 
ar we have reduced the Inteteſt „ehe n upon all e 
public Securities ; fof by the long and te 1 Payment * 
ide Intereſt upon {itch Securities, and by: the growing P - 
vifion we have made for paying off the Prep Vt EI. 
grees, they are got into ſuch Crete t, that no Man will geh | 
pon a private Securſt) for the fame” Tittereſt he dall hin 
upon a public; cet a very few rr my 21 n 
Sums, which they are willing to Ar ths n fame Inter one; 
vpon Mortgages s of Land 27 „. 
call not pretend. Sit, it ft Moch Pocher We 
Power of any Nation; to make whit ts tions tþ 
have a Mind, with! Regard to the Te 1 Tatereſt of Mone) The 
The natural Intareſt of Money is Stunckard b 


Intereſt of Money does not depe upoþ the Regulations rnb 
Men, but upon“ natural and very accident 
Evens: But this-F'will fay; that * ut and circum es, ; 
ſpect Adminiſtration of the public Aﬀiirs'of any 5 ke app) 
ſuch Meaſures may be taken as mut neceſſari e 
bes towards reducing the natural Intereſt of Mon vor 
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w whengſgelu Nſegſures ate obſerved to have taken Effect, mo 10. Gu. 
legal Intereſt pf Mooney ought then to be reduced; for II. — 
e legal ought ag to be kept at a Rate equal to, or WYNd 
ut a Very little have the natural; becauſe a great deal of 
oney is ig. d Country borrowed by the young and 
mavagant, — — to ſupport their Luxury and Extrava- 
ce; and as, fych, Perſons are apt, and generally obliged, 
pay a higher Antereſt, for it, than thoſe who bortow, in 
der to imploꝶ it in Trade, one of the moſt effectual Ways 
prevent theit I.uxury and Extravagance, (which every. 
yernment--ought to prevent as much as poſlible) is, to 
eit dangerous, for Men to endeavour to reap! great 
"5, by ſupph ing them wich the proper Medium for 
Faint? and Extravaganctde. 
kven in this Country, Sir, if the; Supplies of the Year 
kd been duly raiſed within the Year, and the Sinking - | 
nd wholly and regularly applied to the Diſcharge: of our ' 
wlic Debts, ever ſince its firſt Eſtabliſhment, I will be 
kd to ſay, the Intereſt upon any public Funds we had 
wining, would not now have been above 2 and a 3, nor 
ud the natural Intereſt of Money between Man and 
kn, where, there. was any tolerable Security, have been 
ne 3; for the natural Intereſt of Money mult always 
tend upon the Proportion between the Quantity of Mo- 
x ready to, be lent at Intereſt, and the Quantity wanted to 
k borrowed, ; ſo that public Loans of all Kinds, muſt tend 
wards enhancing the natural. Intereſt of Money, and pub- 
k Payments.muſt as neceſſarily, tend towards its Reduction. 
ſterefore, from the-preſent low Rate of Intereſt upon pub- 
* Securities, notwithſtanding our being now very near as 
uch in Debt as we were at the End: of the War, I am 
ke [ may venture to ſay, the natural Intereſt upon all Sorts 
d Securities, would have been at or below 3 per Cent. if 
k tad paid off the greateſt Part of our old without con- 
ning any new Debt: And if we had done ſop I am con- 
need, the Trade, of this Kingdom would have been in a 
uch more flouriſhing State than it is at preſent, and the 
lation much better able to ſupport, its Friends or avenge 
kel of its Enemies. CET 
Theſe, tis true Sir, are but, melancholy Reflections, 
ver they, may ſerve for making us more circum- 
ſet in Time to come, and.. for making every Man 
tribute with the greater Alacrity towards whatever Sums 
ky hereafter, he thought neceſſary for the current Sup- 
pies, in order, that the Sinking- Fund may for the future 
e applied wholly to diſcharge the national Debt, and to 
Rlieve the People from thoſe . Taxes they now gro an 
ee D dd 


f 
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under 3 
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ce) | 
Hero 10. Geo. under ; for either of which Purpoſes N be made m 


now endeavour to demonſtrate. ent a I 


has for ſome Time had, to the Bo 


Therefore, I think, it is reaſonable 2 "believe, chat 
Books of Subſcriptions ſhould be 


this immediate Loſs, we may A 4 of 


whole but to three Millions, this would make the firſt Le 
fall ſtill heavier upon the Obſtinate ; becauſe w_ 


more 7 by a Reduction of . 


Danger to lic Credit or B | public Faith 3 8 
2 opal all | Probability be 8 1 1 


8 large Sums ready 0. 
ent. is evident, N 


At ' 
new 


Intereſt for the yearly Supplies, and upoy w 
that has been lately eftabliſhed. But e 
evident from the high Premium now daily iy given fo 

ablic Securities, that bear an Intereſt only f g per C 


Fu 
me 
the 


„the Money. &. 
ſcriptions would amount at leaſt to te und t 
whole Million to be paid to the South-Sea Old Annuitants 
Michaelmas next, would, I believe, be ſubſcribed into 
new Fund ; fo that ſoon after Michaelmas next, ie Put 
would have a Fund of three Millions in ready 1 
pay off a Part of thoſe Annuities, whoſe P 
not appear willing to accept of an Intereft for 14 Ye 
certain, at the Rate of 3 per Cent. 

Now, Sir, as there is one Million to be paid-of at ficl 
mas next, the Total of the remaining Annuities vi 
amount to mon 2 and if the whole 2! 
Millions, raiſed by Money. Subſeriptions, together witl 
Million from the Sinking-Fund, were to be applied at t 
Michaelmas following, towards paying off the like Sum 
Old and New South-Sea Annuities, which for Calculatic 
Sake I ſhall ſuppoſe to be 1aventy four Millions full, it 
amount to 16/7. 13s. 4d. 2 Cent. That 1e ty Ey. & ye 
Proprietor would have ſo much per Cent, of his Stock 
nihilated, ſo that he would loſe the whole advanced Pri 
upon that 16 “. 135. 4 4. Stock ſo annihilated, which 
the preſent advanced Price, (being 13 per Cn would 
above 2 J. per Cent. entirely lo e 
vanced Price of Stocks ſhould riſe, every 
by ſach a Payment, would rife in Prop To — 


preſent Proprietors of South - Sea Annuities would fol 
their reſpective Shares in thoſe Annuities, and would 
willing to accept of the 3 per Cent. for 14 Years 1 
deemable : Suppoſe theſe Subſcriptions amounted in t 


ant II. 1 
Payment of 


pole the Sinki 
glied ; in whi 
1,300,000 4, would be yearly 


afterwards wholly and regularly 
that a Sum of at 
plied to the Diſcharge 
| Annihilation of the like Sum of that Capital: There- 
poſe the advanced Price of thoſe Annuities ſhould 
igher than it is at preſent, it will ap 
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Fr 

me 
the 
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the very firſt Payment, which would be 


ation, that upon 
the Proprietors of this 


Michaelmas 1739, every one 
unten Millions would have above 7 J. per Cent. of this 
ck annihilated, and would 


the next Michaeimas following, 


every fuch P or 
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er Cent. of his Stock annihi , and 


ud have above 8 
ud conſequent] 
wraſe yearly, in Proportion as the 
dhe Capital to which it is tobe 
iced Price ſhould continue as high as it is at preſent z 
w no Man can reaſonably expect the Price of any of our 
kcks will fall lower than they 
Jace continues, and the Sinking - Fund is regularly appli 
from theſe Calculations it muſt appear, Sir, t 
in Subſcriptions 
» With a Right of Preference to the 
on of two Millions in Money, and the 
nuities, any Time before next Michael- 
with the Money-Subſcriptions that might then be ex- 
paid off, would make it the 
Wancdiate Intereſt of all the reſt of the Annuitants to 
me in and ſubſcribe their reſpective Annuities at an In- 
ait of 3 per Cent. for 14 Years irredeemable, rather than 
fer Cent. ſubject to the Trouble and 
ls of having a Part of their Capital every Year annihi- 
aed, by means of Payments from the Sinking-Fund. 
That three Millions of Annuities would be immediately 
ſcribed, I make no Queſtion ; becauſe, even ſuppoſe 
lhings ſtand upon their preſent Footing, every Annuitant 
Cent. by the yearly Payments 
obe made; and I am ſure the Trouble of replacing their 
Payments is by many thought worth the other hal- 


above 1 per Cent. and this Loſs will 


PP 


as long as 


ks were ed for taki 
unuities 3 

kemer, a Subſcr 
1 Millions in 


ted from the Milliam to be 


minue them at 


alt loſe above a haf per 
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. Calculations I have made, it is evident, that we may in 


of them to accept of 3 per Cent. Intereſt upon any reaſc 
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Mons In Mone 
e Teaſt' Sum falt Woh de ſut 
ſcribed, if there ſhould 5 Occaſion fo * 


if they were aſſured of not being ob 
Payment for 14 Years to come; and if pre 

or any Number above one Third, ſhonld fradiſy come'in, 
would make it the immediate Intereſt 6öf al the reſt 
come in and ſubſeribe; becauſe they 'would loſe above 1. 
Cent. yearly by the ſuture Payments tobe made from 
Sinking- Fund; beſides the Trouble they will be annual 
put to, in receiving and replacing the partial*Piymenl 
which would be made them from that Fund only; and b 
ſides the Danger they would be in, of baving the wh 
foon paid them by a large Money-Subſeription. 
From what I have ſaid, Sir, and the 'eafy and obvic 


Probability before Michaelmas next, or very ſoon after, 
duce the Intereſt upon all the Seutb. dea Annuities, be 
New and Old, from 4 to 3 per Cent. Intereſt, without a 
Danger to public Credit, or Breach of public Faith, whi 
would make the Sinking- Fund amount from thenceforth 
above 1,400,000 /. per Annum, to be applied only towa 
redeeming the Capital of our ſeveral trading Compani 
This would bring every one of them ſo much within 0 
Power, that I am convinced we could then get every 0 


able Terms we had a Mind to propoſe, which would be 
new Addition to the Sinking-Fund, of above 170,000 . 
Year : From which Time the Sinking-Fund would amou 
to about 1,600,000 J. per Annum, and then we might veal 
ture to annihilate above one half of it, by freeing the Fail 
ple from the Taxes upon Coals, Candles, 'Sbap, Leathig 
and ſuch other Taxes as now lie heavy upon our poor 
bourers and Manufacturers, and thereby enhance tha 
Wages in every Part of the Kingdom, but eſpecially in ii 
City of London ; by which the prime Coſt of all our Many 
factures is ſo much enhanced, that it is impoſlible for o 


chants to ſell them in foreign Markets ſo cheap, WM 
_ ; gf Manufactur 


Manufactures of the ſame Kind and Goodneſs are ſold 


of Money is as high as it is in this. 1 72 

The remaining” Part of the Sinking Fund might the, 
r, be applied t s paying off thoſe Annuities and pub · 
ſc Debts which now bear an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. only, 
ind after that, towards diminiſhing the Capitals of our 
kveral trading Companies, till the Expiration of the Term 
of 14 Years to be granted to the Annuitants ; at which 
Time the Sinking-Fund would again amount to above 4 
Million yearly, which would be ſufficient for paying them 
o, and freeing the Nation entirely from all its public 
Debts, in a ſhort Time; for if the People ſhould be im- 
Wl nediately relieved from Taxes to the nett Amount of 
$00,000 J. or 4 Million per Annum, it would have, I am 
wnvinced, ſuch'a happy Influence upon all the Branches of 
ur Trade and Manufactures, eſpecially if it ſhould be at- 
tended with the Reduction of the natural Intereſt of Mo- 
ey between Man and Man, which it neceſſarily would, 
that the nett Produce of every one of our remaining Taxes 
would increaſe in proportion to the Inereaſe of our Trade 3 
vhereas if our Peqple continue ſubje& to all their preſent 
Taxes, and the dint high Rate of Intereſt continues, it is, 
think, evident to a Demonſtration, that our Trade and Ma- 
ufctures muſt yearly decreaſe, and conſequently the Number 
W of our People will be diminiſhed yearly, and the Rents of all 
vr Land Eſtates will fink gradually, from whence muſt ne- 
J cfarily enſue a gradual eaſe in the Produce of every 
one of our pfeſent Taxes ; and when the People in general 
come to feel theſe melancholy Effects, I am afraid, all Re- 
gerd for public Credit and national Faith will then be 
allowed up in the Ruins of the Public, and Salus Popul: 
i} /ſuprema Lex will become the general and the only Cry. 

I am very ſenſible, Sir, that the Reduction of Intereſt 
pon all public Securities, from 4 to 3 per Cent. will fall 
teavy upon, and will be grievouſly felt by thoſe who have 
but ſmall Capitals, and who have nothing elle to truſt to 
bra Subſiſtence, but that Annuity or Intereſt they have 

WT from our public Funds. I have as great a Compaſſion for 
all ſuch Perſons as any Gentleman of this Houſe can, or 
ought to have; for there can hardly be any public Miſchief 
but what muſt contribute to the Advantage, perhaps to the 
dabſiſtence, of ſome private Men; nor can there be any 
Meaſure taken for the public Benefit but what may be at- 
tended with a Loſs to ſome private Men. But when we 
are confidering what may tend to the Good of the Nation 
in general, we mult lay aſide all Compaſſion for particular 


Perſons, 


| are ſold by Ae 10. G. 
the Merchants, even of thoſe Countries, where the Intereſt H. 1736.7 


Mee r0. C. Perſdns, fo far as it hay 
II. 1736-7. lie Good. The only 
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to be incon 


gard we ought. in ſuch Caſes to have 
is, not to do a real Injury to any private Perſon; anc 
ſwely it cannot be ſaid” to be doing an Injury. to any o 
the public Creditors, to borrow Money it 3 ent. in 
order to pay thoſe off firſt, who are not willing to acrer 
of 6k a low Intereſt as the ret are willing to accep 
ARS 3-424 in:: de . 
| therefore, Sir, can be of no Weight in ti 
preſent Queſtion z but if it could, it muſt fall with its great 
eſt Weight upon that Side where the Suffercrs ate the mo 
numerous, and the Sufferings the moſt grievous. By conti 
nuing the preſent Taxes and high. Rate of Intereſt, eve 
Merchant, every Tradeſman, every arer, in ſhor 
every Perſon in the Kingdom, will ſuffer ſeverely ; and b 
the Decay of our Trade many will, in every ſucceeding 
Year, be utterly undone ; whereas, by the Reduction of I: 
tereſt from 4 to 3 per Cent. no Merchant, no Tradeſmat 
no Labourer, as ſuch, will ſuffer, no Man will be utter! 
undone: The only great Sufferers will be thoſe who cat 
very well bear it, I mean our overgrown rich Stockholders 
moſt of whom do not near ſpend their yearly Income fron 
the Funde; and even as to thoſe who have but ſmall Capi 
tals, and have nothing elle to. truſt to for a Subſiſtence, n 
one of them can be utterly undone ; for many of them wil 
without Doubt, take their Money and turn it into for 
Trade or Buſineſs, which will be an Advantage to the N 
tion in general; and thoſe who are grown too old for eny 
tering into any Trade or Buſineſs, can be expoſed to ne 
other Suffering, except that of being obliged to contraC 
their yearly Expence, which they may the more eafily de 
becauſe upon abolifhing ſome of our moſt heavy Taxes, all 
the Neceſſaries, as well as all the Conveniencies of Life 
mult neceſſarily become a great deal cheaper than they art 
at preſent, From whence 1 muſt conclude, that by th 
Reduction of Intereſt, a few Thouſands will ſuffer, or thin 
they ſuffer, by their not being able to heap up Riches ſo faſt, 
or to live ſo luxuriouſly or conveniently, as they might other- 
wiſe have done; but by continuing our Taxes, and the pre- 
ſent high Rate of Intereſt, Millions will ſuffer, and Hun- 
dreds of Thouſands will at laſt be utterly undone z and from 
this, which is certainly the true State of the Caſe, I leave 
to every Gentleman that hears me, to conſider, upon whic 
Side of the Queſtion, our Compaſſion, even with reſpeQ to 
private Men, ought to fall with its greateſt Weight. 
But, Sir, that every Sort of Diſtreſs may be prevented as 
much as poſſiole, and at the ſame Time, that the Public 1 
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\engblet"takie enviy-palible 
wlucing the Tacereſt of the publie Funds, or payio * 
ebert, f M b e Ree tg N 
preſent, I think Books of Subſeription en ilk be Yo 
for the Sale of Annuities 7971 Terms of Vears to all 
forts of Perſons, or for Life to ſuch Perſons as are not 
ſneigners; not under the Age of 44 
hes as this Houſe ſhall deem reaſonable, | K the 
ue of Intereſt pot to be above 3 per Cint. As the Cir- 
umſtances, Humours, and Inclingtions of Man kind are 
wious and very different, there may be ſome Perſons who 
old chaſe to purchaſe ſuch Anneities,/ rather than to lend 
teir Money at 3 per Cent. therefore the Public would cer- 
.. reap fone Benefit from this Alternative; and a great 

my of thoſe Annuitante who have _ ſmall Capitals, 
ud are too far advanced in Years, for 
u of Trade of Buſineſs, would have an 


ity of 
krealing, t. If eee Dares rogers yearly In- 
ome. 


| have now; Siri explained, as fully #s I am able, the 
kieme I have thought of for an immediate Reduction of 
n_ TE ing it pradticible — given 
m my Rea it es but fy 
[hould be diſappointed ; ng that, upon opening. = 
koks of Subſc 'as 1 have mentioned, no Man th 
* in to ſu either Stock or Money at an Idee 
j ger Cent. what Harm can enſue either to the Public 
ro ay — Man? The Annuitants will remain upon 
tte ſame 
tentioned, or the 12 attemptedſ: They will continue 
þ enjoy their 4 per Cent, Intereſt till the Parliament can 
ky them off; and if it be an Advantage not to be ſoon 
ma the sg of Frey Annuities * _ 4. by an 
u its a rent to tne or an 
iperiment, that the Parliament has no Way of paying 
en off but by the regular Application of the Sinking- 
Wind Then as to the Public, I cannot ſo much as ſuggeſt 
WW myſelf any Prejudice that can enſue from the total Miſ- 
Wiring of this Scheme; for ſurely no Man can have the 
vrſe Opinion of our Management, on account of our en- 
teyouring to borrew Money at 3 per Cent. in order to pay 
WW! thoſe Debts for which we pay 43 but on the contrary, 
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frobability of our meeting at leaſt with ſome Succeſs, it 
ll, in my Qpinion, make the whole World conceive a 
Yd Opinion of our Conduct, which can no Way add to 
be * Credit; and it will make che whole Nation 3 
1 that 


'of 4, at ſuch 


ooting they were on before this Propoſition was 


e ſhould make no ſuch Attempt, when there is ſuch a 


— for Arno 0. Gov. 
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| Hobs. Geo. urg Intereſt af the public nb 
II. 1736.7. by ſome unjaſtifiable' Means, greater: Influence in dh, 
es the Intereſt of che Waften in general: If fe 
N Opinion ſnonld prevail, the Conſequences might, } 
, 15 to the Principal as well as the Intereft of our bl 
8 ©  Debtsz for from juch an Opinion; the People would x 
tarally conelude, that they muſt for euer be. loaded Wit 
heavy Taxes, in order that the public itors might er 
joy à high Intereſt, and that gither che Marian or the pub 
lic Creditors. muſt be utterly e · ug In ſoch a 'Di 7 
| — it is eaſy 3 "8 which * Fa le, 775 chuſe 
= an enra eqple have ſe ls das e 
ther to public 8 public Faith. = 
This is a Canſequence, Sir, which, I ola to. mentiot 
which I dread; to. thinks of; but iis Conſequence, ,which 
in my Opinion, is unayoidable, unleſs des Me Meaſures þ 
fpeedily taken for reducing the Intereſt, and for eafipg th 
People of ſome: of. thoſe heavy Laxes offwhich they hay 
ſo long in vain complained. There are many of the pal 
lic Creditors, f er, ſeem. highly (pleaſed wh m 
for making any Sort - of. Propoſition, Jon reducing th 
Intereſt payable.ypon any of nA Hands: hu 1 ca 
with the utm ol; e Ys hat my. 7 m 
Thoughts this W ay, proceeded from g for them: 
well as 1 a Regard. for my Countryzand if the Scher 
I have now prepoſed, or ſome ſuch à hn be not peedil 
put in Execution, I am fully convinpeꝗ they wilfi a fe 
Years have Reaſon to wiſh my Scheme had met with Su 
ceſs, and will then acknowledge theix, being obliged tom __— 
for. having endeavoured to prevent their impending Ruin 
At preſent J am very; eaſy about what ſome of, them ma 
fay or think; for I ſhall always direct my Candudt it thi 
— Houſe by that which, in my own Conſcience, 1 think jul 
and right, without, any Regard to the falſe; Gloſſes whuc 
ſome People, fram ſelhſh Motjves, or miſtaken, Nations 
put upon 450 477 will 2 at laſt appear in it 
full Splendor; and as I am convinced what I have nom ex 
1 to you, will contribute towards the Good of. th 
ablic, and conſequently towards the..true Intereſt of th 
Creditors of the Public, at leaſt. of ſuch of them as. 
Natives of Great Britain, and for that Reaſon muſt. han 5 
an Intereſt in, and. may, I hope, be ſuppoſed to haye a Re "ay 
| gard for, every Thing that can contribute to the Happin | 
of Great Britain; therefore I ſhall e with making 
you this Motion, That, &c. | 0 
Ta this it was anſwered 4 in Subllance : as follows, wit. 
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[ am extremely ſorry to find myſelf under a Neceſſity of II. 1736 
goling the Scheme now laid before you. I am perſuaded | 
honourable Gentleman would neither have thought of A4/derman 
| nor propoſed it, if he had not imagined it would contri- Heathcote, 
te both to the Good of the Public, and the Good of the Peter Burrel, 
feditors ; but as I think it will tend to the Prejudice of E; 
ub, I am therefore, for the ſame Reaſons, obliged to op- Mr. Holden, 
ge it. I wiſh with all my Heart we were in a Condition Sir Charles 
»py off, honourably and fairly, all the Debts due by the Wager, 
bc, and to give the People an immediate Relief from all General 
ole Taxes which are appropriated to the Payment of Wade, 
tincipal and Intereſt; but as it is impoſlible to do this at My. Ogle. 
as there is no Way of paying off our Debts, or 7horpe, 
Wiſhing our Taxes, but by Degrees, by Means of the M.. Knight, 
bking Fund; and as this is a certain Way of paying off, 
iw Years, all our Debts, and freeing the People from 
Wnt all thoſe Taxes, which have been made perpetual by 
ment, I ſhall always be fearful of coming into any 
ene which may diſturb, and perhaps entirely diſappoint 
Witt certain and regular Method we are now in, whatever 
ale Appearances it may have at firſt View. 
To reduce the Intereſt payable upon all, or any Part of 
r public Debts, and thereby to add to the yearly Produce 
be Sinking Fund, or to enable us to annihilate a Part of 
ll: by aboliſhing ſome of our moſt heavy Taxes, is a Pro- 
vir, which at firſt View ſeems mighty alluring. In 
ie Life, a Gentleman who had a large Mortgage upon 
tate, would think himſelf highly obliged to a Man 
could offer to put him in a Way of reducing the In- 
n payable upon that Mortgage, in order to enable him 
** be better than he did before, or to pay off the Mortgage, 
- ich” <2r his Eſtate ſooner than he could otherwiſe do; but 
won examining this Project, he ſhould find Reaſon to 
rere, he might be diſappointed as to the raiſing of a ſuf- 
et Sum at a leſs Intereſt, and that the Attempt would 
1 th tainly exaſperate all his old Creditors, and excite every 
ef them to file Bills of Forecloſure againſt him, by 
ich his Eſtate might be brought to immediate Sale at a 
har Market, and he and his Family brought to utter Per- 
| ton; he might, perhaps, thank his Friend for his kind 
ler, but ſurely he would be a Madman, if he ſhould em- 
ne it, or openly attempt to carry the Project into Execu- 
* m. This I take to be our Caſe at preſent ; but before I. 
„ eevour to ſhew the Probability, or the Danger of our 
ſee eng diappointed, I ſhall beg Leave to conſider a little 
at the Hon. Gentleman has ſaid about the Intereſt of 
Vor. IV. E e e Money 
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Money, and the Influence it has upon our Trade, Manu 
faures, and Navigation, and upon the Improvement . 
our Land Eſtates. 3 - 

I ſhall agree with him, Sir, That in a Country where ti 
Intereſt of Money is at too high a Rate, there can be 1; 
tle or no Trade, or Improvement of Land ; becauſe it 
a certain Sign, there is little or no Money in that Coudlf 
try ; and without Money no Sort of Trade can be carrie 
on, nor any Land Improvements made : But, I hope, 
will likewiſe be granted, that the Intereſt of Money mall 
be too low as well as too high; for thoſe who have mo 
Money than they can employ in any Trade or Buſime 
ought to be allowed to make ſome Profit by lending it; 
order to tempt them not to hoard, or to hide their Taler 
in the Earth, but to lend them to thoſe who can emple 
them to Advantage in ſome Sort of Trade or Buſineſs ; a. 
the Hopes of getting a moderate Intereſt or Profit for M 
ney, will always be a great Incitement to Men of all Ran 
and Conditions, to get and to ſave as much as they ca 
What do Men engage in Trade for? What do they toil at 
fatigue, and ſave for, during the greateſt Part of the 
Lives, but to provide a comfortable and eaſy Subſiſtence at 
Relief for the Infirmities of old Age? And after they ha 
done ſo, what do they continue their Toil and their Savin 
for, but to ſatisfy their Ambition by eſtabliſhing and enri 
ing their Families? If they could make little or no Uſe 
their Money after they have got it and ſaved it, no M. 
would toil, no Man would carry on any Trade or Man 
ſacture farther than was abſolutely neceſſary for his dat 
and immediate Subſiſtence. Therefore to encourage M 
to engage in Trade, or to lend their Money to thoſe t 
will, to encourage Men to get and to ſave Money, it is a 
ſolutely neceſſary to leave them in a Condition of receivir 
ſome Profit or Beneſit from their Money after they have g 
it and ſaved it; and this Profit muſt be great or ſmall : 
cording to the Circumſtances of tie Country where the 
are, and according to the Humour and Inclinations of th 
People, among whom that Profit is to be ſettled or regulate 

A very low Rate of Intereſt for Money, Sir, is ſo 
from being the Origin or firſt Cauſe of a flouriſhing Trac 
that a flouriſhing Trade is always the Cauſe of a low Ralf 
of Intereſt ; and in every Country, their Trade muſt ha tin 
flouriſhed for ſome conſiderable Time before the Rate 
Intereſt in that Country can be brought very low. Tin: 
firſt Origin of Trade in every Country is owing to a We 
regulated Conſtitution, and a prudent Adminiſtration r che 


public Affairs, which Advantages may be very much in ve 
prove 
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dani roved by concurring Accidemts. In this Country, before {av 10. Gee. 

ent e Reign of Henry VII. tho' our Conſtitution had a' Face II. 1736 7. 
„Liberty, yet that Liberty was almoſt entirely confined to 

re thi: noble and great Families, under whom moſt of the © 

be li ommons lived in a Sort of Bondage or Dependance; ſo 

it our Conſtitution, tho' free, was not very well adapted 

Coun, the Encouragement of Trade; and the continual Wars 

arri were engaged in from the Conqueſt till that Time, 

pe, jade the Spirit of the Nation run more upon the Arts of 

y ma far than of Peace; but that wiſe King having very much 

mo cke the Power and the Influence of our noble Families, 

fine ad eſtabliſhed the Rights and Privileges of the Commons, 

it; ur Trade began even in his Reign to rear its Head; and 

alen be wiſe and long Reign of Q. Elizabeth eſtabliſhed what 

mple 1 Father and Grandfather had begun; for in her Reign, 

a ach upon this Occaſion ought to be particularly remarked, 

x M r Trade flouriſhed more, and increaſed faſter, than it 

Ran ner did in any the like Period before or ſince, tho the In- 

ca zeſt of Money was then at 10 per Cent. at which Rate it 

il at antinued till the 21ſt of James I. when it was brought 

the mn to 8; and at that Rate it continued till after the 

de al leforation, when it was reduced to 6 per Cent. from 


thence tis plain the Eftabliſhment and Proſperity of Trade 
b not . from a low Rate of Intereſt, but that a low 


ur! te of, Intereſt proceeds from the Eſtabliſhment and Proſ- 
Uſe xrity of Trade; and the common Rate of [Intereſt having 
M fnce been upon the Decline, is to me a convincing 
Man roof, that our Trade has been ever ſince that Time in a 
* buiſhing Condition, and increafing daily rather than de- 


dezſing. 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I muſt think it a little odd to hear 
bme Gentlemen pretend, our Trade is now, and has been 


brlome Years, in a declining State, and yet at the ſame 
ves lime inſiſt, that within theſe 10 Years the Intereſt of Mo- 
Il \ y has ſunk from 4 to 3 per Cent. for I mult obſerve that "0 
2 the 


als pretended Fall of Intereſt is greater an Proportion than 
iat happened in that long and for the molt Part happy 
feriod of Time, from the 37th of Henry VIII. to the 211t 

i James I. the former being one fourth, whereas the latter 
WT" but one b. Surely if our Trade had been upon the 
beine, our national Stock of ready Money would have 
| iniſhed in Proportion; and if our Stock of ready Mo- 
Wt had been diminiſhed, the certain Conſequence would 
be been, an Increaſe of the natural Intereit of Money. 
| ſherefore, either our Trade is in a flouriſhing Condition, 

the natural Intereſt of Money muſt be higher than it was 
0 Years ago. If our Trade be in a flouriſhing Condition, 
E e e 2 | * 
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Arno 10. Ges. it would be dangerous, and conſequently Oy 

I. 1736-7. take any new Meaſure for rendering it more floutiſhin 
leſt that new Meaſure ſhould have a contrary Effect; 21 
if the natural Intereſt of Money be higher than it v 
10 Years ago, it will be impoſſible for us to reduce the Ty 
tereſt payable upon any of the public Funds, without Fra 
or Compulfion ; neither of which we can make uſe « 
without a Breach of National Honour and Parliamentz 
Faith. 

But I am convinced, Sir, our Trade is ſtill in a Rouriq 
ing Condition, and I am of Opinion a further Redu&i 
of Intereſt, unleſs the Circumſtances of the Nation thou 
very much alter, will tend towards a thorough Chang 
rather than Improvement of that Condition, The preſe 
Rate of Intereſt is ſo low, it can no way injure our Trade 
for in this Country, as well as every other, moſt Men wi 
chearfully engage in and carry on any Branch of Trad 
if they can make but 1 or 2 per Cent. nett Profit of the 
Money in that Trade, more than they can make by lendir 
their Money out at Intereſt, We are not to prejum 
People put a higher Value upon their Labour and the 
Trouble in this Country, than they do in Holland, becau 
the Rate of Intereſt is higher here than there; if there 
any Difference, it muſt proceed from the different Natu.. 
of the People, and not from the Difference of Intereſi 
and as the Difference of Intereſt is not above 1 per C 
it can give them no Advantage in Trade, at leaſt not ſuc 
an Ad vantage as can be equal to the many Advantages » 
have in other Reſpects over them. 

I am therefore of Opinion, Sir, that our preſent Rate 
Intereſt can no Way injure our Trade; but, on the contr: 
ry, that it is no more than what ſeems neceſſary in thi 
Kingdom, for prompting our People to engage in Trad 
and to be induſtrious ; becauſe by ſo doing they may pre 
bably get ſuch a Sum of Money as may, by being laid or 
at Intereſt, afford them a comfortable Subſiſtence, when th 
are old and paſt their Labour; which is what very fe\ 
could expect, if the Intereſt of Money were much lows 
than it 1s at preſent; and if a Man ſhould in his Yout 
deſpair of ever being able to provide a comfortable Sub 
filtence for old Age, he would never think of ſaving, þ 
would think only of getting as much as was neceflary fc 
his daily Subfiſtence, and would never engage either in L 
bour or Trade further than he found abſolutely neceſſar 
for that Purpoſe, according to the frugal or extravagan 
Manner he choſe to live in. 29 

Jo this I muſt add another Conſideration, for oo | 

that 


e 
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t Encouragement which is thereby given to Luxury 
n Extravagance ; for as too high an — encourages 
Luxury and Extravagance of the Lender, too low an 
tereſt will always encourage the Luxury and Extravagance 
f thole who have either Credit or Pledge upon which 
fey can borrow. Therefore, I muſt think it is not a very 
ww Intereſt, but a moderate Intereſt, that is the Parent 
ca of Induſtry and Frugality ; and what ought to be cal- 
n moderate Intereſt in any Country, muſt depend upon 
a +a" p—_—_ the Humours, and the Inclinations of 
de People. | 

from theſe Conſiderations I am of Opinion, that the 
lowering of Intereſt would be hurtful inſtead of being be- 
xfcial to our Trade; and I may, I think, declare my 
(pinion the more boldly, becauſe, I find, the famous Mr. 
luke was of the ſame Opinion, and was therefore againſt 
te Lowering of Intereſt in his Time, tho' it was then at 
bjer Cent, For a Project having been offered, in the Year 
1691, for reducing the national Intereſt, in order to enable 
de Government to borrow Money at an eaſier Rate for the 
lxpences of the War, that great Man wrote a Pamphlet 
ganſt it, which is ſtill extant, and reprinted with his other 
Works, But as the low Rate of Intereſt in Holland has 
keen much inſiſted on, and repreſented as a great Advan- 
age they have over us in Trade, it lays me under a Ne- 
ſity of conſidering the Difference between what may be 
alled a moderate Intereſt in one Country, and that which 
nay be called a moderate Intereſt in another; which, as 
[ have ſaid, depends not only on the Circumſtances, but the 
Humours and Inclinations of the People. 

In Holland they have little or no Land, their chief Fund 
b Money; and as their rich Men have little or no other 
Riches but Money, there can be few or no Borrowers 
mong them, but ſuch as have a Mind to employ it in 
Trade; for a rich extravagant Man, whoſe Riches conſiſt 
only in Money, can have no Occafion to borrow z as long 
1 his Money laſts, he makes uſe of it for ſupplying his 
Extravagance, and when his Money is gone, he has neither 
Pledge nor Credit whereon to borrow ; therefore no extra- 
gant Men can be Borrowers in Holland, and a Man who 
borrows Money to be employed in Trade, neither can nor 
vill give a high Intereſt for it. On the other hand, in 
this Country, our chief Fund is Land, which muſt always 
be the Occaſion of our having a great Number of Bor- 
rowers, who borrow Money only for ſupplying their own 


Excravagance, or for attoning for the Extravagance of their 
Anceſtors ; 


jt the Intereſt of Money may be too low, and that iv, the exo 10. Gee. 
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WY NL rover, and perhaps for large Sums, before he becomes 
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who ſucceeds to an extravagant Anceſtor, is long a B0 


Seller. From hence we may ſee, that the natural Interel 
of Money in this Kingdom muſt always exceed that; 
Holland, till ſuch Time as the total Value of our Me 
ney Eſtates exceeds the total Value of our Land Eſtates 
as far as the former exceeds the latter in Holland. There 
fore, from this Difference in our Circumſtances, 4 pe 
Cent. may be a very moderate Rate of Intereſt in thi 
Kingdom, and yet 3 per Cent, may be an extravagant Rate 
in Holland. . =. 

Then, Sir, as to the Humours and Inclinations of th 
People, it muſt be granted, that our People neither do, no 
can live ſo penuriouſly, as the Generality of the People o 
Holland do; therefore a Dutchman may live, as he maj 
think, comfortably upon 3 per Cent. for his Money, wheres 
no Man of this Country would propoſe to live upon ſuch: 
Sum, unleſs he could have 4 per Cent. for it at leaſt. Fot 
this Reaſon an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. in Holland may be 
ſufficient for prompting their People to engage in Trade, 
and to get and fave as much as they can by their Induſtry 
in order to provide for old Age and Infirmities; and yet 
fer Cent, may be the leaſt that is neceſſary for the fame 
' Purpoſes, with reſpe& to the People of this Country. 
And with regard to thoſe who are apt to borrow, in order 
to ſupply their Extravagancies, I have already ſhewn 
there can be few or none ſach in Holland; therefore, with 
them there is in this way no Danger to be appre- 
hended from the Lowneſs of their Intereſt; but in this 
Country, we have in this way a great deal to appre- 
hend, if we ſhould ever reduce our Intereſt too low. 
Thus it muſt appear, that if Lowneſs of Intereſt be an 

Advantage in Trade, it is a natural Advantage the Dutch 
have from the Circumſtances of their Country, and 
from the Nature of their People; and that it is àn Ad- 
vantage we cannot take from them, without doing our- 
ſelves an Injury of a worſe Conſequence in another Way; 
but for this very Reaſon we have many Advantages over 
them, and ſuch as greatly over-balance this one Advantage 
they have of us. From our Lands we have, or may have, 
Proviſions ſufficient for all our Workmen, and almoſt all 
the Materials neceſſary for any Sort of Manufacture, from 
the firſt Production of Nature to the utmoſt Perfection of 
Art; whereas they have within themſelves neither the 
Materials for any Manufacture, ner Proviſions for any of 


their Workmen, ſo that both muſt come dearer to them, — 
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{leaſt the Freight, and other Charges of tranſporting them Acc 
um one Country to another: And from the Nature of. II. 1736-7: 


ur People, we have likewiſe an Advantage; for as our 
ple live better, they work with greater Spirit, and more 
lacrity than their People ean do, and, conſequently, muſt 
þ a great deal of more Work in a Day's Time, Let us; 
erefore, think of improving thoſe Advantages Nature 
us given us; for if we neglect them, in order to catch at 
hoſe which Nature has given to others, we ſhall loſe the 
id in Hand, by endeavouring to catch at that in the Buſh. 

Asto our Neighbours the French, I am ſurprized to hear 
t aid they have any Advantage over us, with Regard to 
he Intereft of Money. The legal Rate of Intereſt in that 
(untry is as high as it is in this; and the natural Intereſt 
Money, at leaſt upon their public Securities, is, I am ſure, 
nch higher. Nor have they any natural Advantage in 
Tnde over us worth mentioning, except that of the frugal 
nd penurious Temper of their People, eſpecially their La. 
lourers and Manufacturers, for the Freight of a Ship from 
uy Port in England to Spain or Turkey, is very near as 
cheap as from any Port of France, at leaſt the Difference 
an have no Influence upon a rich Cargo; and if it could, 
te Expence of carrying their Goods to their Port for 
|xport, is generally much higher in France than in England. 
which will more than atone for any Difference there may 
tein the Freight: And for the ſame Reaſon a Quantity of 
ane Wool may always come cheaper to the Manu- 
eurer in England, than the ſame Quantity can come to 
de Manufacturer in France. But then, as to the Advan- 
bes we have over them, they are innumerable, and the 
ingle one of our Wool, is ſuch a one as we may, by proper 
(ie and Diligence, make inſurmountable ; for the more 
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arcful and diligent we are in preventing its Exportation, , 


le greater the Riſk of exporting it will be, and the greater 
ne Kiſk, the higher its Price will be in France; ſo that at 
al we may raiſe its Price ſo high, as to make it impoſſible 
vr their Manufacturers to work it up with any Advantage. 

Now, Sir, with Regard to our Taxes, as I have faid be- 
fre, I wiſh we could immediately get free of them, but 
they muſt all be continued, or our Debts muſt remain un- 
pad; the more of them we aboliſh, before all our Debts 


we paid, the longer we muit remain under thoſe that are 


dot aboliſned. I do not know but ſome of the Materials 
fr Manufacture, and ſome of the Proviſions neceſſary for 
Life, may, by 'Means of our Taxes, be rendered dearer 
man they would otherwiſe be. However, it cannot be ſaid, 
tat either the Dutch or the French have in this the Ad- 

vantage 


Ans 10. Gee, vantage of us ; for in both theſe Countries their Taxa 
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as numerous and as heavy as they are in this, and in Fame 
tis certain, the Method of collecting them is much mo 
grievous; therefore, if Proviſions, Wages, or Labour, þ 
dearer in this Country than in France or Holland, it mu 
proceed from there being a greater Plenty of Money 
this Country than in either of the other two: This, I be 
leve, is really the Caſe, with reſpect to all the Countie 
near London; and as for our remote Counties, I believe 
Proviſions, Wages, and Labour, are as cheap in them as i 
any Part of France, and much cheaper than in any Part « 
the United Provinces, From all which, I muſt conelude 
that neither the Dutch nor the French have any Advantagl 
of us in Trade ; but on the contrary, that we have, upo 
the Balance, a great Advantage of both ; and from hence 
as well as from the preſent low Rate of Intereſt, I think 
have Reaſon to believe our Trade is now as extenſive 
ever it was; tho” it neither does nor can now increaſe (f 
faſt as it did in its Infancy, nor can the Profits from an 
Branch of Trade be now ſo great as when that Channe 
was firſt opened. It is not now, indeed, ſo eaſy, for a Ma 
to get into a Method of growing rich, or to heap up Riche 
ſo faſt, by Trade, as it was 50 or a 100 Years ago; but thi 
roceeds from the Nature and certain Conſequences « 
hings, and not from any Decay of Trade; yet this is, 
believe, the chief Ground of all our Complaints, and th 
ſole Reaſon moſt People have for imagining our Trade it 
general to be upon the Decline. . 
I hope, Sir, I have now made it appear, that the pre 
ſent low Rate of Intereſt can have no bad Influence upo 
our Trade, and that therefore it would be imprudent anal 
dangerous for us to take any extraordinary Meaſures for 
reducing it, but that we ought to let Things go in theit 
natural and preſent Courſe, till the total Value of our mc 
ney'd Eſtates has begun to exceed that of our Lands ; 
then I make no Doubt but the Intereſt of Money, upon all 
Sorts of Securities, will fall of itſelf, and without our taking 
any extraordinary Meaſures to enforce it. I ſhall next 
examine what Effect a Reduction of Intereſt would have or 
our Lands; and here I muſt obſerve, our Landed Gentle- 
men are extremely miſtaken, if they think the Price 0 
their Lands will always riſe in Proportion to the Fall c 
Intereſt. If Land ſells for 20 Years Purchaſe when Intereſt 
is at 5 per Cent. he would find himſelf very far out in his 
Calculation, who ſhould imagine that if Intereſt could be 
reduced to 1 per Cent. he might get 100 Years Purchaſe 
for his Land : But ſuppoſe he did, what the better o_ 


2 would produce 
baſe would have produced when Mon 


Then as to the I 
hould become — — i 
te Price of Labour, and all 
xcefary for Improvement, would riſe in 
hat any Improvement of an Eſtate would 
ſimes as much as when Money bore an 5 per 
WM. from whence we muſt conclude, that a low Intereſt of 
Whloncy can no way contribute to the improving of any 
ie; and as no Man would toil or labour for the Sake 
I aving any Money, if he could get little or nothing by 
liter he had faved it, we cannot fuppoſe, that any Gentle- 
xn or Farmer would get Hands enow to aſſiſt him in any 
a Improvement; ſo that the Reducing of Intereſt too 
„, would, in my Opinion, rather prevent than encourage 
aprovements of every Kind. 
Thus it appears, Sir, that a farther ReduQion of In- 
al, till the Circumſtances of the Nation, and the Hu. 
wars of the People, be very much altered, would neither 
ad to the Increaſe of our Trade, nor to the Improve- 
zat of our Lands, but might probably contribute to the 
lin of both. And as to the more ſpeedy Payment of our 
bt, the Difference is not ſo great as ought to induce us 
Im a Riſk of diſabling ourſelves from ever paying any 
kt of our Debts, in order to pay them off a little ſooner ; 
Wir if we ſhould annihilate no Part of the Sinking-Fund 
Won the Reduction of Intereſt propoſed, ſuppoſing it to 
nato the whole of our Debts, it would be near 22 
e before we could pay off all our Debts, by means of 
JJ": Sinking-Fund ſo increaſed ; and as our Affairs ſtand at 
lent, we can pay them all off in leſs than 25 Years; fa 
kt all we get by bringing ſo many Families into great 
litres, and running the Riſk of loſing our Trade, is to 
t rid of our Debts about 3 Years ſooner than we could 
therwiſe have done. But if we ſhould annihilate any Part 
the Sinking-Fund, if we ſhould annihilate only that 
ft added to it by the Reduction of Intereſt, it will be 
near 27 Years and a half before we can pay off all 
u Debts ; ſo that we ſhall be 2 Years and a half longer 
bebt than we need be, if Things ſtand as they are at 
elent, Ys | 
have now conſidered the public Benefits which, it is 
Irtended, would ariſe from a Reduction of Intereſt, and 
ne ſhewn the great Reaſon there is for apprehending a 
Vor. IV. Ff f quite 


* 


n 10. Ces. quite contrary Effect; but, Sir, if we conſider the priva 
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iſadvantages and Inconveniencies which muſt neceſſai 
from thence enſue, they are numerous, and Would affed 
Men of every Rank and Degree. The Landed Gentid 
men, and all our noble and great Families, would eithe 
ſoon be undone, or their younger Children, both Sons ar 
Daughters, eſpecially the latter, muſt. be leſt in a State q 
Beggary: 5000 J. may now be a ſuitable Fortune for ti 
younger Son or the Daughter of a noble Family :; but 
Intereſt ſhould be reduced much lower than it is, it woo! 
Hardiy enable them to keep Company with their eld 
Brother's Cook or his Coachman ; and to charge a LAH 
Eſtate with a greater Sum to each of the younger Childre 
would very much encumber the Heir, and might probab 
ruin the Family. Merchants, Shop-keepers, and Trade 
men, would be in no better Condition; for every Branch 
Trade and Buſineſs is already overſtocked, and the R 
duction of Intereſt would bring ſuch Numbers of new A 
venturers into Trade, that they would all be ruined | 
under-ſelling and under-working one another : Even the 
who might have the good Luck to eſcape the general Shi 
wreck, and to get a little Money by the utmoſt Care, 1 
duſtry, and Penuriouſneſs, could never expect to get 
much as would enable them to paſs their old Days in Qui 
neſs and Security. Our preſent Sett of Farmers wou 
moſtly be turned out of their Farms, and obliged to t 
Cottagers ; becauſe our Farms, upon the Expiration of t 
preſent Leaſes, would moſtly be let to Gentlemen's young 
Sons, or Perſons of much greater Stock or Fortune th 
our preſent Farmers are poſſeſſed of, But the moſt unfc 
tunate of all would be our Widows and Orphans, who ne 
have their Money in the Funds, or upon Land Securit 
and have nothing elſe to truſt to for a Subſiſtence, but t 
Intereſt payable yearly or half yearly upon that Mone 
Such Perſons could not engage in Trade, or turn their M 
ney to any other Uſe ; becauſe Orphans cannot raile it 
they come of Age, and Widows generally have the Inter 
only ſettled upon them during their Lives : Nay, they co 
not ſo much as take the Benefit of that hard Alternati 
Propoſed to be offered, of purchaſing Annuities for Term 


Years or Life. In ſhort, Sir, it would, in my Opinioff poff 
bring ſuch a Deluge of Diſtreſs upon all Ranks of Peopf vr 
that the Conſequences might be fatal to our preſent hap bat 
Eſtabliſhment and Conſtitution ; ſo that if we are not moi ten! 
with Compaſſion for the Diſtreſſes of others, we dug nu 
at leaſt to have a Regard for ourſelves and our O occy 
Families. Nat 


B 
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But in particular, Sir, I muſt take Notice of the great Aue. 10 Ges- 
frejudice this Scheme would do to the Landlords of Houſes, II. 1736-7. 
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de Shop-Keepers, the Tradeſmen, and all Perſons con- 
emed in the Retail Trade, within the Cities of London nd 


tockholders and Annuitants, being rendered unable to live 
tor near the City of London, would, of courſe, retire to 

remote and cheap Counties; by which Means their 
W Houſes would be left empty in the Hands of their reſpective 
landlords, and the Butchers, Bakers, Chandlers of all 
Wits, Grocers, and other I'radeſmen and Shop-keepers 
ey uſed to deal with, would for ever loſe their Cultom. 
Wiren thoſe Stockholders and Annuitants who might con- 
Wine in London, or near to it, would every one be obliged 
contract their Expence, which would be an additional 
loſs to the Shop-keepers and Tradeſmen in Londen and 
ſalminſter, and the Counties adjacent; and this double 
los would likewiſe . conſiderably affect the Cuſtom theſe. 
lop-keepers and Tradeſmen have from one another. 
[his Conſequence of the Scheme propoſed is ſo obvious, 
lat I muſt ſay I am ſurprized to find it patronized by ſome 
t thoſe Gentlemen who have always ſhewn a particular 
Regard for the Citizens of London. I am ſure they do not 
new it in the ſame Light I do; for if they did, they 
wald certainly have been ſo far from patronizing it, that 
bey would have oppoſed it to the utmoſt of their Power. 
Theſe, Sir, are ſome of the Dangers, which I think are 
ally to be apprehended from the Scheme now before us, 
poſing it ſhould ſucceed; but I have the Comfort to 
link it would fail in the Execution, tho* every Branch of 
tte Legiſlature ſhould agree to it; and I ſhall beg Leave to 
pre you ſome of my Reaſons for thinking ſo ; after which 
| ſhall take the Liberty to ſhew you ſome of the bad Con- 
kquences ſuch a' fruitleſs Attempt may be attended with. 
but I muſt firſt make an Obſervation upon the two Ends 
ſropoſed by the Scheme, which are, that we may the ſooner 
et rid of our Debts, and immediately relieve the People 
rom ſome of their burdenſome Taxes. Theſe two Ends 
re, I confeſs, mighty plauſible, but the Misfortune is, that 
ley are, as I think, abſolutely incompatible. It is im- 
pallble to relieve the People from any of the "Taxes appro- 
prated for the Payment of our Debts, without prolonging 
tat Payment; and tho' our Taxes are certainly very bur- 
(enſome, yet Experience has ſhewn they are not altogether 
nlupportable. In this Caſe therefore the firſt Queſtion that 
Kcurs is, Whether it be more for the Advantage of the 
ation in general to continue aur Taxes till the Nation 
| Fff2 | 


/;fminfier, and the Counties next adjacent. Many of our 


Anne 10. Geo, be quite free, or very near free from Debt, and chen aboliq, 
II. 1736-7. them all at once, which may be done in a fimall Number 
sol Years, if the Sinking-Fund be duly and regularly ap- 
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plied? Or whether we ought now to aboliſh ſome of the 


Taxes, which we may do without reducing the. Intereſt or 
ruining any of the public Creditors, and thereby leave the 
Nation ivcumbered with a large Debt for a much longer 
Time? If this were to be a Queſtion, I ſhould, according 
to my preſent Sentiments, be for the firſt Method; becauſe 


I think it is not only the moſt advantageous to the Nation, 
but the moſt juſt with reſpe& to our Creditors, I chink it 


is. our Buſineſs, before all Things, to rid the Nation of 


Debt; for till then we can never propoſe to act with ſuch 
Vigour as we have formerly done, either in aſſiſting on 
Allies, or avenging ourſelves of our Enemies; and I cannot 


think it abſolutely juſt, with reſpect to our Creditors, call 


annihilate any Part of the Sinking-Fund, till they are al 
Yaid ; becauſe by the expreſs Words of the Law by which 


2p was eſtabliſhed, and by many Laws fince that Time, it ; 


ſtands appropriated to the Payment of thoſe Debts whict 
were contracted before the Year 1716. This was alway 
my Opinion, and was formerly the Opinion of ſome Gen 


tlemen in this Houſe, who ſeem to be great Lovers of tha 


Scheme now before us, and with whom I have general! 
Joined in Opinion ever ſince I have had the Honour to fit 
here; but when they change their Opinion, I ſhall not 
think myſelf any way bound to join with them, unleſ; 
they give me ſome better Reaſons than I have yet hearc 
for ſuch a Change. 

Now, Sir, to come to my Reaſons for thinking the 


Scheme impracticable as well as incompatible. There may, 
. T grant, be ſome People in this Nation, who are willing 
to lend their Money at 3 per Cent. that there are ſuch is 


evident from the Sums that have lately been borrowed at 


that Intereſt, and the Premium ſach Securities are ſold at 


but I am convinced, we ſhould find ourfelves vaſtly miſtaken, 


if we ſnould expect to borrow two Millions or haf @ one at 


that Intereſt ; for with reſpect to the Sums lent for the 


current Supplies, they are lent by ſach Perſons as cannot lie 


out of their Money for any Term of Years; and with 
reſpe to the Premium upon 3 per Cent. public Securities, 


it proceeds entirely from the ſmall Quantity of ſuch Se- 
curities that are or can be in the Market. Thoſe who 


lend upon ſuch Securities are generally Men of vaſt For- 


tunes, and who do not intend to be chopping and changing, 
ſo that few or none of them are ever in the Market; 


therefore a very ſmall Sum of Money brought to mo | 
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brought to' Market at any Time, more than ſufficient to 

chaſe all that are then to be ſold, would raiſe them to a 
— higher than that they are now ſold for; and being 
once got to a Premium, they muſt continue at it, becauſe 
few or none of thoſe who are poſſeſſed of ſuch Securities, 
ne ever under a Neceſſity of Selling. And as for Ba,. 
India Bonds, and ſuch like Securities, they are always 
bought up by thoſe who do not think proper to let their 
Wealth be known, or by ſuch as muſt always have thoſe 
Securities which they can turn into Money upon an Hour's 
Warning. From hence we may ſee, Sir, that none of 
thoſe who lend Money for the current Supplies, or who 
become Purchaſers of Bonds at 3 per Cent. would become 
bubſcribers upon this new Scheme; and if you ſhould open 
ſuch Books as are propoſed, your other Securities at 3 per 
Cent. would ſoon come to fell under Par; becauſe many of 
the preſent Proprietors would chuſe to fell out of the Old, 
in order to become Subſcribers to the New, on account of 
their being made irredeemable for 14 Years ; which would 
bring ſuch a Glut of the Old to Market, as would certainly 
bring them under Par; and this would of courſe put a 
Stop to any Man's coming to ſubſcribe for any new Security 
at that Intereſt, 

There may likewiſe be ſome few of the overgrown rich 
Annuitants, eſpecially ſuch as live at a Diſtance from London, 
who would rather accept of 3 per Cent. for 14 Years irre- 
deemable, than be at the Trouble of receiving yearly, or 
erery 2 Years, a partial Payment, and replacing that Pay- 
ment in Stock or Annuities; but the Number of ſuch 
Perſons is ſo ſmall, that I am convinced their Subſcriptions 
would not amount to Y a Million, and much leſs to three 
Milliczs. IT am afraid the Hopes Gentlemen have of great 
at dubſeriptions in Money and Annuities, are founded chiefly 
en, upon a wrong Suppoſition. From the Premium given for 
at our 3 per Cent. they ſuppoſe the natural Intereſt of Money 
the is now at 3 per Cent. but that this isa Miſtake, is, I think, 


lie BY evident from the Price of all our other Funds; for if the 
ith natural Intereſt of Money were no higher than 3 per Cent. 
* our 4 per Cent. Annuities ought to ſell at 133 and one 


Se- Third; Bank Stock at 18 3 and one Third; and Ea India 


ho at 200 J. per Cent. which is very far from being the 
or- Cafe. | 


SB Put, Sir, if the natural Intereſt of Money lent upon 
t 3 WY Pledges of Jewels or Plate, or upon good and undoubted 
*t BY Mortgages of Land, were at 3 per Cent, we are not from 
IN thence 


4 


in order to be laid out ſuch Securities, raiſes their Ano 10. Gao, 
Price above Par: Even ſuch a ſmall Sum as 50, oo0 J. H. 1736-7. 
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Asen 10. Ges thence to infer, that the natural Intereſt df Money upon 
II. 1736-7. all Sorts of public Securities, eſpecially Annuities, could 
| be no higher. Our Annuitants are far from being in as 
good a Condition as a Pledge of Jewels or Plate, or a 
Mortgage of Lands. If War or any other Accident 
ſhould raiſe the natural Intereſt of Money, a Pledge or Mort 
gage could inſiſt upon Payment, or a higher Intereſt, other. 
wiſe he would bring his Bill of Forecloſure, and have the 
Pledge or the mortgaged Lands ſold, by which Means hel 
would certainly recover his Principal and all Arrears off 
Intereſt, and would then get a higher Intereſt for it from 
ſome other Borrower. On the other hand, let the natural 
Intereſt of Money rife as high as it will, an Annuitant! 
can neither inſiſt upon Payment, nor can he brino# 

a Bill of Forecloſure againſt the Public; if he wanted 
his Money, he could recover it no way but by Sale 

at the Market Price, which would certainly, in that Caſe 

be much below Par ; nay, perhaps he might find it im- 
ible to meet with a Purchaſer, and then he could have 

no other Reſource, but to take his 3 per Cent. while th 
Government remained in a Condition to pay him; fo 
even as to the Payment of his Annuity, he has no ſuch ab 
ſolute Certainty as a Pledge or Mortgage. For which Rea 
ſon, if Money were now commonly lent upon Pledges or 
Mortgages at 3 per Cent. we could hardly expect Sub- 
ſcriptions for Annuities at 3; and, I muſt think it a little ex- 
travagant to expect any ſuch, eſpecially for ſuch a large Sum; 
when tis well known, that the common Rate of Interet Wall 
upon Pledges or Mortgages.is 5 per Cent. and the loweſt 4, a 
For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I muſt be of Opinion, that b 


however plauſible this Scheme may appear in Speculation, k 
it will be found impracticable in the Execution; and the Wl 
more ſo, becauſe, it is to be expected, all the money'd Men ü 


in the Kingdom will join in Meaſures for preventing its 
taking Effect. And now, Sir, with regard to the Con- 
ſequences of our being diſappointed in ſuch an Attempt, 
they are various, and may be fatal. I ſhall begin with one 
which, I think, will be certain, whether the Scheme takes 
Effect or not. The very Attempt will make all Foreigners, 
efpecially the Dutch, draw their Money out of our Funds 

as faſt as they can; for the chief Reaſon any Foreigner has 
for truſting his Money in our Funds, is, becauſe he makes Wi 
a greater Profit of it here than he can do in his own 
Country, upon any Security equally certain and good. It 
has been allowed, the Datch may make 3 per Cent. of 
their Money at Home; and if we examine into the Loſs WI 


they are at by the partial Payments made upon our F we, 
an 
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ſo that if we ſhould reduce 1 per Cent. of the Intereſt now 
d them, they would not then make much above 2 23 
for which Reaſon I think it is moſt juſtly to be appre- 
hended, they would all at once draw their Money out of 
our Funds; and what a Shock the drawing of ſo much ready 
Caſh out of the Kingdom at once muſt give to our public 
Credit, to our Trade both Foreign and Domeſtic, and to 
the natural Intereit of Money between Man and Man, I 
ſhall leave to Gentlemen to conſider ; only I muſt acquaint 
them, it is generally computed the Dutch have above ten 
Millions Sterling 1n our ſeveral Funds. 

The Gentlemen of the other Side of the Queſtion pre- 

tend, the Worid will be apt to conceive a bad Opinion of 
dur Conduct, if we ſhould not endeavour to take Advan- 
tge of the preſent advanced Price of 3 per Cent. Securities; 
but 1 have ſhewn the Premium upon ſuch Securities is by 
much too narrow a Foundation for us to build any Hopes 
on, of reducing all our Annuitants to 3 per Cent. and if we 
ſhould fail in the Attempt, I am ſure the World will have 
better Reaſon to ſuſpect the Wiſdom of our Conduct, or 
the Honeſty of our. Intentions. A Man who never at- 
tempts but what appears by the Event to be within his 
Reach, is certainly a wiſer Man, tho' not perhaps a Man of 
{much Courage, as he who aims at extraordinary Heights, 
and falls headlong from the Precipice. By making ſuch 
n Attempt, and failing in that Attempt, we may very pro- 
bably be like thoſe vapouriſh Ladies, who fancying them- 
ſelves ill, ſwallow Draughts and Bolus's, till they have 
actually thrown themſelves into a Piſtemper much worſe 
than the imaginary. 
Then, Sir, as to the Prejudice which may accrue to pri- 
rate Men, I am ſurprized to hear it ſaid, that no ſuch Thing 
ein be apprehended ; for, in my Opinion, it is inevitable, 
beter we ſucceed or not. If we ſucceed, the Annuitants 
will certainly loſe 5 4. in the Pound, of their preſent Reve- 
nue; but it ſeems this Loſs is to be made good to them by 
aboliſhing ſome of our Taxes. Are Gentlemen ſerious 
when they talk ſo? What would any Annuitant ſay to a 
Man who ſhould tell him, Sir, we muſt take 5 . in the 
Pound from your preſent Revenue, but in lieu of that, you 
Hall have Candles an Half penny or a Penny in the Pound 
cheaper than uſual? Would not any Man take this as a 
Banter? Suppoſe again, which I think by much the moſt 
probable, that we ſhould not ſucceed 3 ſuch an ——_— 
wou! 


nd the Expences they ares at for Commiſſion, Poſtage of Ann 10. Ges: 
letters, and other incident Charges, we. ſhall find they do II. 1730-7. 
not now make much above 3 per Cent. of their Money; Ta a 


( 426) Is 
"Arno 10. Geo. would certainly diminiſh public Credit: It would make 
D many, both Natives and Foreigners, reſolve not to trug 
their Money longer in our Funds. It would make they 
begin to think of employing their Money ſomewhere e 
in order that they might take the Beneftt of ſelling out 
before the Price ſhould be diminiſhed by the ReduRion d 
Intereſt. This would of courſe leſſen the advanced Prics 
of every one of our Funds; and would not this be a Pre 
judice to every one of the preſent Proprietors, eſpecial! 
to ſuch of them as have lately purchaſed ? 1 do not now 
argue from Suppoſition only; I argue, Sir, from certait 
Fact, from preſent Experience: Do not we fee that all ot 
public Funds have fallen in their Price ſince this Affair wad 
firſt brought before us? And if an immediate Fall of Stoc} 
has been the Effect of its being mentioned, what Conſe 

quence can we expect from its being agreed to? 

I cannot conclude, Sir, without taking notice of thi 
great Endeavours that have been uſed, both within Door 
and without, to raiſe our Compaſſion, by repreſenting the 

4 deplorable State of our poor Labourers and Manufacturers 
and that the Reduction of Intereſt will enable us to give 
them an immediate Relief. For my Part, I cannot think 
their State near ſo deplorable as it has been repreſented ; 
for we have no heavy Taxes upon any of the Neceſſ 
ries of Life : All our heavy Taxes are laid upon the Luru- 
ries of Life; and cannot therefore affect a poor Tradel- 
man who has a Mind to live frugally, and not to indulge 
himſelf or his Family in the Uſe of Things, that are not 
abſolutely neceſſary for their Subſiſtence; and the few ſmall 
'Taxes we have upon ſome of the Neceſſaries, or rather 
Conveniencies of Life, are ſuch as our People have been 
long accuſtomed to, and not fo heavy, nor collected in a 
Manner ſo grievous, as ſuch Taxes are in France or Hob 
land. But ſuppoſing it were otherwiſe, I have ſhewn, that 
by a Reduction of Intereſt we could not aboliſh any of our 
preſent Taxes without ſubjecting the Nation to a greater 
and more dangeypus Inconvenience, I mean the putting oft 
for a longer Term the entire Diſcharge of the national 
Debt; and if by a Reduction of Intereſt our Trade ſhould 
be diminiſhed, which may probably, as I have already 
ſhewn, be the Conſequence, eſpecially in and about the 
City of London, then many of our poor Labourers and 

4 ManufaQurers would be ruined, inſtead of being relieved, 

by a Reduction of Intereſt ; conſequently all the Com- 

f paſſion that can be pleaded in the preſent Caſe, muſt ope- 

| rate ſtrongly againſt a Reduction, and in Favour of the 
many 
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poor Widows and Orphans, who certainly would be 
— undone by the great Reduction propoſed. 
I muſt confeſs, Sir, I cannet well comprehend the Mean- 
jag of that Diſtinction, made upon this. Occaſion, 
the Public and the Creditors of the Public. By 
the Public I always mean the collective Body of the Peo- 


wn People, as thoſe Foreigners who have truſted their 
Fortunes to our Faith, will, I hope, be always looked on 
ſuch, and treated in the ſame Manner with pur native 
Creditors, therefore I ſhall always look upon the Creditors 
of the Pablic to be a Part of the Public, and ſhall always 
think, no Injury can be done to them, without injuring 
the Public: I believe they cannot ſo much as be ſubject 

v any Inconvenience, but what will at laſt prove to be an 
lconvenience to the Public gs well as to them; and, I 
hope, it will be granted, that the taking one fourth Part 
of their Revenue from them, would at leaft be a great In- 
warenience ; in my Opinion, it would be a great Injury to 
wery one of them. We have had lately great Complaints 
« the Inequality of the Land Tax, and of the Injuſtice 
lone to the Land-holders, by ſubjecting them to that Bur- 
in for ſo many Years for which Reaſon one of 
thoſe Taxes, which moſt certainly and moſt generally affect 
te Poor, was lately revived, in order to free the Land- 
lolders from 4 Shilling iz the Pound for one Year only. The 
perailing Doctrine then was, and it is but a few Years 
lice, to ĩmpaſe ſuch Taxes as might fall equally upon all; 
but now, it ſeems, we are to lay a Tax of five Gs bs 
1 Pound upon that Part of our People, who have the Mis- 


de Nation from ſome of thoſe {mall Taxes it now pays, 


Hal. ud has paid for many Years. . 

that From all which, Ithink, Sir, it will appear, that the Pro- 

our ion now before us will be of the moſt dangerous Con- 

ater ence to our Trade, to our Landholders, to the Cities of 

of L and Weſtminſter, and to our People in general; that 

nal I i can be attended with no conſiderable public Advantage, 

uld BY ud that it will be a great Injuſtice done to our public Cre- 

ady er; therefore, I ſhall think myſelf fully juſtified in 

the Wi bring my Negative to the Queſtion. | | 

and The Reply was to the Effect as follows, wiz. Sir F. Bar- 
ed, $1 n, nard, Sir F. 
am- 1 ſhall not ſuppole, that any of the Gentlemen who ſeem Jehl. Mr. N. 
pe- v be agaiaſt this Queſtion, are conſcious of their being in Montague, 
the de wrong ; but, I muſt fay, that with reſpect to ſome Ar- Mr. Howe, 


ple of this Nation; and as our Creditors are a Part of our 


krtune of being Creditors to the Public, in order to free 


ments they have made uſe of, they treat us as thoſe Peo- Mr. Gore, 
Fol. IV. G g g ple Mr. Sandhu, 


Loo 10. Ge. | 
II. 1736-p. 
WY 
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ſaid, I think demonſtrated, that the bringing down the na 
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aving the 
wrong Side of the Queſtion. They ſtate the Cafe quits 


different from what it is, and then triumph in the Arguments ni 
or Authorities they bring againſt it. By this Means Mr. wb 
Locke” has been brought into the preſent Debate, and brought © 
In too as a Favourer of an Opinion againſt which he A 
expreſsly declared. Immediately after the Revolution, our 
Government began to borrow large Sums of Money for 4 
ſupporting the Expence of the War, which they found 
they, could not procure but at a very high ltere. This 5 
gave Foundation for à Project, in the Year i691, for re 
ducing the legal Rate of Intereſt at once, from 6 to 4 an 
Cent in order, às it was vainly imagined, to enable the T 
Goyernment to borrow Money for the public Service at af 
cheaper Rate than what they found they could otherwiſe E 
do. As the natural Intereſt of Money was then great! 2 
increaſed above what it had been for ſome Years before = 
by the large Sums borrowed for public Service, every Man 1 
of Senſe a that this Project would prove abortive, anc * 
that it would very much diſturb, if not entirely in, the — 
Trade of the Nation; and Mr. Locke, among others, not be 
only oppoſed, but wrote againſt it. * AGE 

Is there now, Sir, any Queſtion before us for redueing ' 
the legal Intereſt of Money? Is there any Thing in the us 
Propoſition that ſeems to have the leaſt Tendeney that Way BN - 
No, Sir; the only Queſtion now before us is, Whether oi "Y 
no the Public ſhall endeavour to take Advantage of the lo * 
Rate to which the natural, not the legal, Intereſt of Money c. 


has fallen? And one of the Arguments made uſe of in faW 
vour of this Queſtion, is, That it would tend to the bring 
ing the natural Intereſt of Money between Man and Man 
in this Nation, down to a Par with what it is in thoſe Coun 
tries, which are our greateſt ' Rivals in Trade and nava 
Power. Then, and not till then, it has been ſaid you mayii 
ſafely venture to bring down the legal; and it has beer 


tural Intereſt of Money between Man and Man, would be 
an Advantage to our Trade and ManufaQures, and a cer 
tain Cauſe. of great Improvements in our Land Eſtates 
Mr. Lecke is expreſsly of this Opinion. His Words it 
that very Treatiſe are, Al the Danger lies in this, Mat ou 
Trade ſhall ſuffer, if your being behind-hand has made the na 
tural Uſe ſo high, that your Tradeſman cannot liue pen bi 
Labour, but that your rich Neighbours «will fo undarſell you 
that the Return you make wwill not amount to pay'the Uſe, ani 
afford a Livelibood, There is, ſays he, no Way to recov 
from this, but by a general Frugality and Induſtry ; or by be 

. * WF L 


XJ 
„ 
ing Maſters of the Trade of jome Commodity, which the World A 10. Gee: 
Joe BY nf have from von at your Rate, becauſe it cannot be other- II. 1736-7. 
ents BE ere ſupplied. Theſe are his Words, Sir; and I appeal to A 
erery Man, whether he can think it Frugality in the Pub- 
lic to pay 4 per Cent. when they can have Money at 3? 
t 


Whether the giving a Man 4 per Cent. when he can live 

UE «pon, and would be obliged to take 3, can make him more 

frugal, or promote a general Frugality ? And whether the 

und mabling a great Number, even of your meaner Sort of 

Gbjets, to live idly upon the Intereſt of their Money, 

ei c be a proper Method for introducing or reſtoring a ge- 
zeral Induſtry ? . 


F thy Fear, Sir, may be extravagant and ridiculous, as well as 
* Courage,” and ſuch I ſhould think that Fear to be which 
— would prevent a Man from borrowing, or attempting to 
— bro Money at 3 per Cent. for clearing himſelf of a 
Ms Mortgage at 4; eſpecially when he is certain, that ſhould 
rde diſappointed in the Attempt, his old Mortgagee would 
ey e glad to continue his Money upon the Mortgage at 4. 
"I b:cauſe he could not have ſo high an Intereſt, or ſo good 
nog &cority, any where elſe. If a Man had 20 Mortgages 
won his Eſtate of 1000/. each, at 4 pe, Cent. and a Gen- 
* leman ſhould offer to lend him 1000 at 3, could he in 
7 2 Prudence refuſe it? Would not common Prudence direct 
* lim to make uſe of that Offer, for reducing every one of 
* lis old Mortgages to 3 per Cent. and applying it at laſt to 
"I ic redeeming of him who ſhould appear the moſt ſtubborn ? 
* (ould there be any Danger in this, if he were certain that 
ue of his Mortgagees, or not above one of them, could 
* employ his Money to a better Uſe upon any Security 


gqually certain? This, Sir, is our Caſe at preſent. The 
Redution of Intereſt may, perhaps, force ſome People 
no Trade, or to lend upon private Security; but I am cer- 
beer ain there is now a * Sum ready to be lent at 
er Cent. than would be ſufficient for replacing all that 
wuld be that Way drawn out of our public Funds; becauſe 


N by to extraordinary Profits can be made by any Trade, and a 
* ery ſmall Sum would bring the Rate of Intereſt upon any 
4; in ain private Security down to 3 per Cent. And we have 


lis further Security for encouraging us to try the Experi- 
nent, that, ſhould I be miſtaken in my Opinion, all our 
preſent Creditors would be glad to continue their Money in 
tur Funds at 4 per Cent. as we may with the greateſt 
2 conclude from the advanced Price of all our 
unds, 


If I did nat know, Sir, how much the Generality of 
Mankind are blinded by what they think their private In- 
G6 g g 2 tereſt 


Arno 10. Oro, tereft, if I did not know how often they are by priexts 
I. 1536-9, tereſt miſled in their Judgments about what ti | 


the it 
9 tioned, that the lower the Iutereſt of Money it in 


(4 


© he 
r 


take 
publie Intereſt, I ſhould be ſurprized 9 


Country, the more their Trade will thrive, the more te ver: 
Lands will be improved. It is a Maxim ſo long eſtabliſhes 
and ſo generally acknowledged, that I cannot think there 
is much Occaſion for adding to what has heen ſaid un- 
that Subject; but that no may be miſled, I mult beg 
Leave to anſwer, in as brief a Manner as I can, wha | 
been faid in ſupport of the con Canin, Low tate 
Coun 


reſt, I ſhall grant, is not the Cauſe, Effect of a flo 


riſhing Trade; and the Trade of a pro Dia 
and increaſe, tho“ their Rate of Intereſt be high, with n 
ſpe& to what it is in this Kingdom at preſent, providin T 
their Rate of Intereſt be no higher than it is in thoſe Con 12 
tries which are their Rivals in Trade; but this I will N | 
that the Trade of no Country can thrive or continue, if (hi) | 
natural Intereſt of Money among them be higher than it ide 
in thoſe Countries which are their. Rivals, unleſs thoſe R Tim 
vals forcibly expel their Trade by ſome ridiculous publi ker 
| Meaſures. The Trade of Flanders was once in the moll den 
flouriſhing State of any in Europe, and then the natum tit 
Rate of Intereſt was certainly lower among them, than tes 
was in this Kingdom ; but t Sovereign of that Ce ant dich 
began at laſt to lay ſuch heavy Taxes upon their Manu ven, 
ſactures and People, a Rock we ſhould take Care not to ſpliſi¶ ticir 
on, that many of their rich Merchants and moſt file to 
Manufacturers came over and ſettled in "England, whicil ' 
ve the firſt Riſe to the Trade and ManufaRures of thi * 
— This Advantage was greatly improved indeed 3 ind | 
by the wiſe Conduct of Henry VII. Henry VIII. and tc! 
Queen Elizabeth, eſpecially the latter, and was at laſt fully vy 
eſtabliſhed by the ridiculous Conduct of the Spaniard: ini © re 
the Netherlands; ſo that our Trade owes its Origin, not (al tb 
much to the Beauty of our Conſtitution, or the Wiſdom o "il! 
our Conduct, as to the ridiculous and oppreſſive Meaſure: by ; 
of our Neighbours; for it is always with Regret, tha vd! 
Merchants or Tradeſmen leave their own Country ; ind Ind 
when they are forced to it, they will certainly retire to tha d 
Country, where they are ſureſt of being free from that Oy fate 
preſſion or Uneaſineſs, which made them fly from their . lat 
tive Land; and our Happineſs at that Time was, to h ticir 
a peaceable Country, and a wiſe Adminiſtration, which bro 
made them chuſe to take Refuge here, rather than in aH lea! 
neighbouring Country. — » 


This, Sir, would of courſe have brought down the na 
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xr People began to trade to the Eft. Indies, and to make 
ettlemerits in the Vf. Indies; by both which the Profits 
ere ſo great, that vaſt Numbers were tempted to engage 
a the Trade, and to borrow Money at any Rate, to be em- 


0 
Ein in all tho other Trading Parts of Europe ; fo that, 
do the Intereſt of Money here was then high, in reſ 
p what it is at preſent, yet it could not then be called high, 
kcauſe it was no higher than it was among our Rivals in 
Trade, and could not, therefore, lay our People under a 
Diſadvantage in carrying on any Branch of Trade or Ma- 
ufaCture. i 
Thus, Sir, we may ſee, that a great P of Trade 
uy be the Cauſe of keeping up for ſome Time the Rate 
oe Intereſt ; becauſe there is then a great Demand for Mo- 
x7 at Intereſt, in order to be empley'd in Trade; and for 
te ame Reaſon, the Deelenſion of Trade may, for ſome 
Tine, be the Cauſe of finking or lowering the Rate of 
liereſt ; becauſe, when the Trade of any Country, by Ac- 
dient or bad Meaſures, is laid under ſuch , Difadvantages, 
fat their Merchants and Tradeſmen cannot carry it on to 
1reaſonable Advantage, no Man borrows Money to trade 
zh; but, on the contrary, thoſe Merchants and Trades- 
nen, who have got any ſufficient Sum to live on, draw 
their Money out of Trade, in order to lend it at Intereſt, 
or to employ it in the Purchaſe of Land; which lowers 
de natural Intereſt of Money, by increaſing the Demand 
kr lending, and leſſening the Demand for borrowing ; 
ud it likewiſe raiſes the Price of Land, by augmenting 
the Demand for Parchaſes. But theſe two Effects have 
rery different Conſequences ; for in the firſt Caſe, the Stock 
« ready Money in the Country being every Day increaſing 
by the Proſperity of Trade, the natural Intereſt of Money 
kill ſoon begin to fall, and will at laſt come to be extremely 
by ; whereas, in the laſt Caſe, the Decay of their Trade 
ud Manufactures will certainly at laſt turn the Balance of 
Inde againſt them, and from that Time their Stock of 
rady Money will begin to decay inſenfibly, the natural 
Rate of Intereſt will riſe by Degrees, the Rents of their 
Eſates, and Price of their Lands will fall, the Numbers of 
lteir People will diminiſh daily, either by their going 
Abroad, or ſtarving at Home; and unleſs they change their 
Meaſures, there will at laſt come to be little or no Money 
let among them; nothing will remain but Barter and Paper 
Credit, and the Nation will in the End be certainly —_— 
rom 


l Intereſt of Money in this Kingdom, long before the Arno 10. Geo. 
nd of Queen Elizabeth's Reign; but in the mean Time II. 1736-7. 


WY. 


y'd in thoſe Branches of Trade, not only in this King- 


'l 


Anno 10. Geo, From hence it appears, that the -natural Rate of Ti 
II. 1736-7. conſidered by itle'f_ only, is a very bad Rule for judging 
( the Trade of a Country: becauſe, like a conſumptive Pe 
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ſon, a Nation may look well to all outward Appearance 
the natural Intereſt of Money may be lower than ever 
was, and may continue ſo for ſome Time, and pet thi 
Nation may be in a galloping Conſumption, which I wiſ 
may not be our Caſe at preſent. 2 a 

I am ſurprized, Sir, to hear it ſaid, that the View ( 
getting a high Intereſt, or any Intereſt, for Money, is wh; 
makes a poor Man labour and fatigue more than is neceſſi 
for his daily Subſiſtence. What makes a Labourer, gr 
Journeyman do ſo, is the Hopes of getting and faying ; 
much as may ſet himſelf up as a Maſter ; then he gets ar 
ſaves Money, in order to enable him to extend his Trade 
and to carry it on with the more Eaſe ; he never thinks « 
lending his Money at Intereſt, until he has got more tha 
he can employ in his Trade, or as much as may maintai 
him without any Care or Trouble; and in both Caſe 
he is forced to take what Intereſt he can get for it. The 
as to our Merchants and Shopkeepers, who generally be 
gin with a little Money, they engage in Trade generall 
becauſe they cannot live upon what Intereſt they can ge 
for their Money, or at jeaſt cannot live as they would d 
fire ; and as their Stock increaſes, they increaſe their Trade 
they never think of lending Money at Intereſt, till the 
have got more than they can employ in Trade, or as muc 
as may maintain them in an idle and indolent Way, ane 
then they, as well as others, are obliged to take what It 
tereſt they can get. 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, the getting of a high Intereſt for Me 
ney, and ſubſiſting upon that Intereſt in their old Age 
was the only Motive for People labouring, or engaging it 
Trade, are there any Bounds to be ſet to Peoples Hopes 
Do not we know that every Man hopes to get more by an) 
Trade or Project than he generally meets with, often more 
than he can reaſonably expect? And ſhall we fay that 
Man in his Youth, when Hopes are moſt ſanguine, ma) 
expect to get 3000 J. or 300 J. but cannot expect to ge 
4000 J. or 400 J. and will therefore deſpair of being evel 
able to get what he may think a comfortable Support fo 
old Age? This'is ſo much contrary to the Nature of Man 
kind, that 'tis in vain to think of building any Argument 
upon it. On the contrary, as every Man muſt get a larger 
Sum before he can retire to live upon the Intereſt of bis 
Money, when Intereſt is low, than when it is high, every 


Man will labour with the more Ardonr and * and 
um 
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umbers of People muſt be bred up to Trade, and muſt 44s 10. Gee. 
II. 1736 7. 

LY NY 


rage in it, when Intereſt is low, who would be bred up, 
would chuſe to live like Drones in the Society, upon 
Skeißg intereſt of their Money, if the common Rate of In- 
welt were high ; and the greater Stock of Money a Man 
ys to trade with, the leſs Profit he may fell at, and con- 
ently the more able will he be to underſell Foreigners, 
ad to improve the Trade of his Country. To this we 
quit add, that a rich Merchant or Tradeſman may retire 
uch ſooner from Buſineſs, in order to live upon the In- 
zeſt of his Money, when Intereſt is high, than he can do 


en nen Intereſt is low; for I muſt obſerve, it is ſeldom or 
, 0 7c: Neceſſity but Choice, that makes a rich Man retire 
n Bufineſs: No Man can grow rich by the mere Labour 
en {his Hands, at leaſt not ſo rich as to be able to live upon 
iy e Intereſt of his Money; a Man muſt be a Merchant or 
hat laler Tradeſman, before he can get ſo much Money, let 
ta ret be as high as it will; and as ſuch Buſineſs is carried 
* « by the Labour of the Head only, the common Infirmities 


{old Age never render a Man incapable of carrying it 
8; quite otherwiſe, by his Knowledge and Experience he 
wbably becomes more capable than he was when young 
al healthful. Therefore we muſt conclude, that a high 
ktereft for Money not only prevents the youthful Rich 
km engaging in Trade, but makes the wealthy Old leave 
tf, both which muſt be hurtful to the Trade of any 
To tell us, Sir, that the Dutch being by Nature more 
murious than our People, therefore a leſs Intereſt may 
xourage their People to labour, and engage in Trade, is 
enainly miſtaking the Effect for the Cauſe; for one of 
te principal Cauſes of the Penuriouſneſs as well as In- 
ulry of their People, is the Lowneſs of their Intereſt. 
Mankind are by Nature generally the ſame; a Dutchman, 
9 his Make, or Conſtitution, bas nothing can make him 
wre penurious than an Exgliſman. It is by Laws and 
lltoms, the Humours and inclinations of a People are 
wned, and it is the Buſineſs of every wiſe Nation to in- 
rat or adopt ſuch Laws and Cuſtoms as may propagate 
ſinue, Induſtry, and Frugality among the People. The 
Furious Nature of the Dutch is therefore an Argument in 
farour of what is propoſed, inſtead of being an Argument 
funk it; and the Circumſtances of that Country, with 
tipeft to the Proportion between their Money and Land 
die es, will appear to be an Argument of the ſame Sort. 
[hall admit we have a much greater Demand for borrow- 
and"; Money at Intereſt upon Land Eſtates, than they have 


bers in 


0 


210 Ges. in Holland; but is it not therefore our Buſineſs 40 take 


II. 1736 7. e Methods to diminiſh that Demand, or increaſe 
WWW emand for lending Money upon fuck Securities ? If 
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can reduce the Intereſt payable upon the public Funds, 
ſball be able to aboliſh ſome of the Taxes which ent 
the Landed Gentleman's Eſtate, by increaſing the Exper 
of his Family; or we fhall be able to pay eff aur Det 
ſooner ; if we take the former of theſe . Methods, we f. 
diminiſh the Demand for borrowing Money upon ſuch $ 
curities ; if we take the latter, we ſhall more quickly 
creaſe the Demand for lending Money upon ſuch $e 
rities ; and as ſoon as the Proportion between theſe 
Demands comes to be the ſame in this Country with w} 
it is now, or may then be, in Halland, will not eur Ci 
cumſtances be in that Reſpe& the ſame? el 
Now, Sir, with reſpect to Extravagance ; tis true, ii 
Extravagance of ſome few Men may be increaſed; or ad 
ger ſupported; in a Country where Intereſt is low; but Wl 
ſuch a Country there cannot be ſuch a Number of extraviffi 
gant Men in Proportion, as in a Country where Intereſt 
high, becauſe Extravagance generally proceeds from 
idle Education; and as there cannot be ſuch a Number | 
Perſons bred up to Idleneſs, in the former, as in the latte 
therefore we may depend on it, the Extravagant will f 
much leſs numerous, and conſequently more deſpiſed, W 
the one, than in the other; and the Contempt theſe Pell 
ple meet with, will be a much more effectual Curb up 
their Extravagance, than the higheſt Rate of Intereſt cou 
be; from whence, I think, 'tis certain, the Reducing 
Intereſt is one of the moſt effectual Methods for reſtraini 
the Luxury and Extravagance of the People in 
and my Argument is confirmed by Experience, for 1n Cou 
tries where the Intereſt of Money is high, their Peop 
generally live either in the utmoſt Penury and Want, or 
the Height of Luxury and Extravagance. [ein 
The only tolerable Plea, Sir, for that Diſtinctian, hie 
Gentlemen have been pleaſed to make between a too hig 
and a too low Intereſt, is, that if Men cannot get what ti 
Gentlemen have been pleaſed to call a moderate Intere 
for their Money, they will lock it up in Cheſts, or bu 
it in the Earth. This is an Argument which has one 
been made uſe of, but in my Opinion without any Fout 
dation ; for in peaceable Times we know that no p 
Man will keep his Money by him, but will rather lodge 
in ſome Bank or Banker's Hands without any Inte 
becauſe in ſuch Hands it is ſecured againſt Pilferers, Thieves 


and Robbers, which it cannot be in his own ** 


a» 


« 
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deed, in Times of Civil War, many Men may perhaps uno 10. Ga 
lide their Money in the Earth, becaule it 2 "be be II. ys. 
cure, either in the Houſe of any private Man or public WY Ng 
hk ; but fuch an extraordinary Caſe can be of no Weight 
a the preſent Debate; and if much larger Sums ſhould be 
Aged in the Hands of any Banker than he had uſe for in 
Circulation, he would certainly lend it at 1 per Cent. nay at 
14 per Cent. if he could no way turn it ſecurely to any 
ter Account ; either of which is lower than the natural 
tereſt of Money ever yet fell to in any Country. How- 
ner, for Argument's Sake, I ſhall ſuppoſe Money become 
h plenty in a Country, that none of their own People will 
ive any Thing for the Ule of it: In this Caſe, tis certain, 
tir Bankers would fall upon ſome way of lending it to 
foreigners, which would be an annual Advantage to the 
lation; and if even this were found to be impoſlible, if 
gery Man had as much Money at Command as he had uſe 
*in his Trade or Buſineſs, what Harm could enſue to 
te Nation, if all the reſt of their Money were locked up, 
ad the Owners obliged to pay Warehouſe Room for it, as 
key do for any other uſeleſs and unvendible Commodity. 

From what I have ſaid, Sir, I think I may juſtly con- 
tude, there is no ſuch Thing as a too low natural Intereſt 
Money; and therefore, with reſpect to the natural In- 
welt of Money in general, there can be no ſuch Thing as 
1 moderate Rate. It is a Term to be made uſe of only 
nen we talk of the common Intereſt in different Countries, 
WI «of the Intereſt paid by diſferent private Men; andes 
tat Man who has Money at the moſt moderate, that is 10 
iy, the loweſt Rate of Intereſt, is the happieſt and me ſt 
anving Man, fo that Country where the common Inte- 
x is at the moſt moderate, or loweſt Rate, is the happieſt 
ud moſt thriving Country. Therefore, every Nation ought 
hendeavour as much as poſſible to bring down the common 
hate, I mean the natural, not the legal Rate of Intereſt, 
mong them, in erder, as Mr. Locke has well obſerved, 
ſeat their rich Neighbours may not be able to underſell them; 
mich they certainly can and will do, if they can borrow 
oney at a leſs Intereſt ; as was, I think, fully demonitrated 
y my worthy Friend in the Beginning of this Debate ; 
ud the Suppoſition he then made, that a Man will always 
weft to make by any Trade double what he pays, or may 
hre, by way of Intereſt for the Money employ'd in that 
Trade, was ſo far from being extravagant, that | rather 
ink it was too mode ; for in carrying on any Trade cr 
buſineſs in Partnerſhip, where one contributes only his Skill 
ation id Induftry, and the other the whole Stock neceflary for 
ndecd Vol, IV. H h h carrying 


3 
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Anno 10. Geo, carrying it on, there is nothing more common than a1 
II 1736-7, Agreement to divide the Profits between them, tho! be 
WYRY Who furniſhes the Stock generally runs the whole Riſ: 
therefore I think it is but reaſonable, that a Man who bor 
rows Money at Intereſt for carrying on any Trade or Buf. 
neſs by his ſole Skill and Indultry, ſhould have as great 
Share of the Profits as he who lends, his Money withog 
running any Riſk ; for in ſuch Caſes, the Lender has alway 
the Borrower's Obligation, and ſometimes a Pledge, o 
ſome other collateral Aſſurance, for ſecuring the Repa 
ment of the Money with a certain Profit, come of ch 
Trade what will. And if a Man employs his own MoneW 
as well as his Skill ard Induſtry, he will certainly exped 
> beſides the common Rate of Intereſt for his Money, as pre: 
a Reward at leaſt for his Skill and Induſtry, as he who ha 
no Money could expect; for we always find that the riche 
a Man is, the greater Value he puts upon his Skill an 
Induſtry. From which Conſiderations I muſt-conclude 
that 8 per Cent. per Aunum is the leaſt Overcharge we ca 
reckon upon our ManufaQures at every foreign Marke 


above thoſe of the fame Kind and Goodneſs, which a þ 
carried thither from Holland, or even from France. ore 

Mich reſpect to the latter, 'tis true, S ir, the legal Intere me; 
1s, there as high as in this Country, but the natural Inter le 
of Money between Man and Man, is, by the beſt Infor kb; 
mation I can have, at a much lower Rate, In France the t 
have the bad or the good Fortune not to have much pu bel 
lic Credit, Their public Funds are below Par, eve 6, 
reckoning the Intereſt at 5 fer Cent. and the Governmer pri 
can never borrow at that Rate; but if I am rightly ir Me 
formed, there is great Plenty of Money to be lent upo the 
private Credit, and even upon perſonal Security; inſomu 00 
that the Brokers or Scriveners in that Country are cor the 
tinually employ'd by the Lenders to ſeek out for the Bo on 
rowers, the Conſequence of which is, that a Merchant e vit 
ManufaQurer may there borrow Money for a long Ter: in} 
below the legal Intereſt, and upon his perſonal Security, e ug 
perhaps getting another to join with him, and Bills are of vo 
ten diſcounted at the Rate of 3 per Cent. both which are M. 
great Advantage to the Trade of that Kingdom, eſpeciali f 


the former, becauſe it encourages Merchants and Manu f iu 
facturers to launch out upon any Project of Trade, mue f of 
beyond their own proper Stock of ready Money. 198 Cc 
this Ccuntry it is quite otherwiſe, Our public Credit i * 
much better than our private; for if we except the Di of 
counting of Bills, which is tranſacted between Merchan pr. 


and Merchant, or between a Merchant and his _ 0 
1TY 
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zren to the Borrower. We have hardly any ſuch Thing, 


WE :pecially here about London, as Money lent for a long 


Term upon perſonal Security at 5 per Cent. and even moit 
pls, I am afraid, are diſcounted at a Premium much above 


nat Rate. I believe I may appeal to all the Brokers and 


Criveners about London, if they are ever applied to by any 
lender of Money, to find them out a Perſon who will 


WT borrow their Money upon perſonal Security at the legal 


atereſt, This makes it impoſſible for any Man to launch 


ut upon the moſt hopeful Project farther than his own 
Jock of ready Money will reach; becauſe, if he ſhould 


by good Luck find a Friend to lend him Money at the 
leginning, that Friend may die, or may have Occaſion for 
he Money, before he can ſpare it from the Trade he has un- 
lertaken ; in which Caſe he muſt be entirely ruined, unleſs 
je can meet with ſuch another Friend, which 'tis ten to one 
he does. 

By this we may ſee the great Advantage the Fench have 
ner us, by means of the low natural Rate of Intereſt, and 
reat Plenty of private Credit in that Country. Tis true, 
the Advantage this way is not, I believe, equal in France to 
bat it is in Holland; but in France it is, I reckon, equal 
tb 4 per Cent. per Annum at leaft, which is ſufficient to 
(ellroy every Branch of our Trade in which they can rival 
v, And as to the Conveniency of their Ports, | am ſur- 


ned to hear it ſaid we can carry on any Trade in the 


Mediterranean, ſo cheap or ſo eaſily, as the French can do at 
their Ports of Marſeilles and Thoulon ; or that we can carry 
ma Trade with Portugal, or any Part of Spain without 
the $!rcights, ſo cheap as the French can do from their Ports 
om the Bay of Biſcay. Then as to our own Wool, I with 
vith all my Heart we could render tne Exportation of it 
inpracticable; but, I believe, the only effectual Way of do- 
ug ſo is, to enable our Manufacturers and Merchants to 
work it up at Home, and fell it ſo wrought up in foreign 
Markets, as cheap as ſuch Manufactures can be ſold by any 
of our Neighbours ; for if we ſhould once lofe the Sale of 
ach Manufactures at foreign Markets, we cannot make uſe 
of all our Wool in working up ManufaQtures for Home 
Conſumpt; and if we cannot work it all up at Home, it 
will, like Span; Gold and Silver, find its way out, in ſpite 
of the ſevereſt Laws, and the greateſt Care we can take for 
preventing it. Our Laws will then ſerve only for running 
Gown the Price upon the Farmer; for as he mult ſell, if he 
cannot find a Buyer at Home, he muſt take what Price he 
H h h 2 can 


there is hardly any private Credit, properly ſpeaking, in Inno 10 Ges. 
he Nation: I fay, properly ſpeaking, becauſe when a II. 1735 7. 
Mortgage or Pledge is given, there is properly no Credit 


(428) 
Ann 160. Ges. can get from the ſmuggling Exporter, who in that Cats 
11.1736.7. Will be ſure to make the Farmer pay for the Riſk he runs 


X in Exporting. *-30 

9 — Si. as to Taxes, I ſhall grant, the Taxes both in B 
Frante and Holland are extremely heavy, but I dbubt much de r 

if they are ſo heavy upon, or ſo inconvenient to Trade, in ore 
either of theſe Countries as in this. I know it is generally WM ©} 
thought the Dutch have great Taxes upon I rade, and hea hat 
Exciſes; but, properly ſpeaking, they have neither the on H 
nor the other. Their Taxes are all upon the Conſumpt, lt R 
and are generally raiſed, not at the Time of Iinportation, L 
but upon their being carried to Market and fold for Retail, 
or Conſumption in the Country; for as every Provinte blut 
and every City or Town, is a Sort of Sovereignty within tal 
itſelf, and raiſes, as well as impoſes, moſt of the Taxes and of th 
Duties paid by the People, Goods, upon Importation, pay =! : 

£ but very ſmall Duties or rather Fees ; the high Duties aro 11on' 
all paid upon their being brought into any of their Cities ear 
or Villages for Retail or Confumption ; and the Nature off Ker 
their Country makes it eaſy for them to raiſe thofe Duties jtar! 
without ſending Officers into every Retailer's Shop, o ling 
ſubjeQing their People to what we call the Laws of Exciſe. than 

J need not deſcend further into Particulars ; it will be ealy AN Dear 
from what I have ſaid, te ſee that the Taxes in Holland can- Wl int 
not be fo troubleſome or expenſive to the Merchant- ee 
Importer, or to the Retailer, as the Taxes in this Country 
and if we examine into the Taxes impoſed by their ſeveral ire 
little Sovereignties, we ſhall find, great Care has been taken W 
not to impoſe any Tax which may enhance the Price off tte 
their ManufaQtures. In France again they are ſubject to 0 
great Inconveniencies, with reſpect to Smuggling, as well tut 
as we; but except their Taille, I do not know that they Wl dio 
have any Tax ſo troubleſome to the People as our Exciſes n th 


are. Their Taille, indeed, is ſuited to the Nature of their iN. 
Monarchy, it is arbitrary; but then their Gentlemen are de 
not ſubject to it, nor have they any Land Tax, but in Time lr. 
of War, and even then it is but two $hillings in the Pourd. Wh ow, 
As for their other Taxes, there are, I believe, none of n 
them, except that upon Salt, ſo high as the like Taxes in WW itt 
this Country; nor have they ſo many of them: They w, 
have no Tax upon Light, Heat, or Air; I mean, they here 
have no Tax upon Candles, upon Firing, or upon Wits Wi tt: 
dows, ſo far as I have ever heard; nor have they any Tax un 
upon Soap, becauſe they know it is a Material neceſſary for Wh our 
every Sort of Manufacture. Even upen Wine they have f it 
no Tax, unleſs it be brought into ſome City for Sale; and %, 


therefore, in Villages and Country Places, their eur oy Me 
rin 


bo — 


e 


kink eon mon Beer; and ſmall Wines they may have 
moſt as cheap as our People can have ſmall Beer. 

But, Sir, without taking any Notice of ſuch Particulars, 
xe may be aſſured, that the People of this Kingdom are 
nore heavily taxed, than the People of France, only by 
tmparing the total Amount of the public Revenues in 
hace With the total Amount of the public Revenues here 
Home. In France, the total yearly Amount of the pub- 
it Revenue is computed to be about twp hundred Millions 
o Livres, which is but a little more than nine Million: 
lurling; and let any Man look back upon the annual Re- 
flutions of our Committee of Supply, and add to that the 
tal Produce of the Civil Liſt Revenue, and the Produce 
that Revenue which is appropriated to pay the Intereſt 
nd Principal of our Debts, he will find, that in Britain 
lone, I may ſay in England alone, we have for mapy 
ears raiſed above fix Millions yearly, and often above 
ken; which is above two Thirds of what is raiſed in France - 
jarly ; and, I am ſute, no Man will fay, that in the whole 
lingdom of France, there is but owe Third more People 
tan in England alone. From hence, Sir, proceeds the 
Jearneſs of Labour, and of Proviſions in England; it is 
ot from our having a greater Plenty of ready Money; for 


1ant- ready Money were more plentiful in this Country, than 
try Fance, the natural Intereſt of Money would be lower 
rera ly here than it is there. 

ken When I conſider theſe Things, Sir, and when I compare 
e of fie preſent State of the Trade of Europe with what it was 
& to % Years ago, I am really aſtoniſtied to hear it pretended, 


lat the Trade of this Nation is in as flouriſhing a Con- 


they WA dition as ever it was. Forty Years ago, we had no Rival 
ciſes n the Eaff. India Trade but the Dutch; now there is hardly 
their : Nation in Europe but interferes with us in that Trade: 
are Then, the French had little or no Trade in Turkey, Spain, or 
ime Bl Prr:ga/, nor exported any Woollen Manufactures to either; 
rd. , they greatly interfere with us in every one of them, 


nd export to each, great Quantities of Woollen Manu- 
Eures. Then, we had no Rivals in the Sugar Trade; 


"hey WW tow, the French not only interfere with us, but, J am afraid, 
they E ire out-done us: Is not every Country in Europe now 
Vin - keting up Manufactures of all Kinds; and, conſequently, 
Tax un we ſay it is poſſible for us now to find ſuch a Sale for 
for dur Manufactures as we found at that Time? In ſhort, Sir, 
nave tit were not for dur Colonies and Plantations in the Weft- 


hits, and the Exports we are. enabled to make by their 
leans, I am convinced, the general Balance of Trade * 


tink the beſt of French Wines as cheap as our People can A 10. Ca 
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be entirely againſt us; and if that ſhould ever come to be 
our Caſe, as we have no Mines of Gold or Silver, ue 
ſhould ſoon have very little of either of theſe Metal 
amongſt us ; the Conſequence of which would be, a Stag 
nation of all Sorts of Trade and Manufacture, and th 
Departure of moſt of our Mechanics and Tradeſmen, 

It is with Regret, Sir, I have taken ſo much Notice o 
our Circumſtances, and the melancholy Conſequences the 
may be attended with; but ſome People are ſo apt to a 
cribe every Thing that has happened, or may happen, td 
the Luxury, Extravagance, and Idleneſs of our People 
that I thought myſelf obliged, in Juſtice to my Country 
men and Fellow. Subjects, to ſhew that, if any nota] 
Nlisfortune does happen to us, it will not proceed from thei 
Luxury, Extravagance, or Idleneſs, but from the Diffcul 
ties they are expoſed to, by Means of the Intereſt of Mal 
ney's being higher, and the Taxes heavier, in this Country 
than in thoſe which are our Rivals in Trade and nayalif 
Power; and as I have done it with the ſole View of ſhewlf 
ing the proper and the only Methods for extricating our 
ſelves out of thoſe Difficulties, I hope every Man wd 
has a true Regard for his Country will excuſe me. : 

That the Lowering of [Intereſt raiſes the Price, and en 
courages the Improvement of Lands, is a Maxim ſo ge 
nerally received, and was fo clearly demonſtrated by mi 
worthy Friend in the Beginning of this Debate, that MW 
am almoſt aſhamed to add any Thing farther upon the SubM 
ject; but, Sir, I muſt beg Leave to anſwer ſome of th 
Obj:&ions made againſt it, As to the Price of Lands, if 
muſt neceſſarily fall or riſe, very near in Proportion as th 
Interclt cf Money riſes or falls; becauſe, if a Man can 
make a great deal more annual Profit by purchaſing Lands 
than by lending Money, every Man will purchaſe, no Ma 
will lend; Which mult of courſe raiſe the Price of Lands 
as well as the natural Intereſt of Money, till they cond 
near upon a Par with one another. And ſurely the Railing 
the Value of a Man's Estate muſt add to his Riches; forf 
no Alan ſells in order to employ his Money at Intereſt, un 
leſs upon a ſudden Riſe of the natural Intereſt of Money 
as happened to be the Caſe, immediately after the Re 
volution, occaſioned by the great Sums then borrowed at: 
high Intereſt by the Public. What makes a Man fell, is 
generally to pay off a Mortgage, or in order to divide hi 
Eltate among his Children ; 1n either of which Caſes he 
has a great Advantage by the Riſe of the common Price of 
Lands. . A Man who has 10,000 /. Mortgage upon 1000 /. 
a Year Eſtate, muſt ſell a Moiety of his Eſtate to pay off 
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1 per Cent. and Lands ſhould of Conſequence come to 
ell at 40 Years Purchaſe, which I am told is now the 
ommon Price in ſome Parts of Lab, the Landed Gentle- 
uu might then clear his Eſtate of the Mortgage, by the 
nile of one Fourth Part of it. And if a Man ſells his 
fate to divide it, I ſhall ſuppoſe, among four Children; 
rely. a Son in Trade with 10, ooo J. or a Daughter with 
10,000 J. and married to a Merchant, may puſh any Trade 
nher, and conſequently be more beneficial to themſelyes 
u well as to their Country, than if they had but 5000 J. 
ach. Nay, if it be neceſſary, that Gentlemen in England 
zuſt always be called, or deſerve the Name of idle Men, as 
ey are called in Holland, ſuch a Gentleman will have the 
me Revenue out of 10,009 /. when Intereſt is at 2 3; per 
(ut. as he could have in the ſame idle Way from 5000 J. 
t5 per Cent. Intereſt, 
As to the Improvement of Land, the only Objection 
hat has been made to it, is, that the Price of Labour and 
laterials, fit for Improvement, will riſe in Proportion to 
he Fall of Intereſt ; but this, Sir, will not hold; for the 
rice of nothing that can be imported will riſe in Propor- 
ton to the Fall of Intereſt; the only Reaſon why the 
rice of Land riſes in that Proportion, being, becauſe 
hey cannot be imported. As to Labour, whenever its 
rice begins to riſe, Workmen and Labourers of all Kinds 
vill Rock in upon you from Countries where Labour is 
t<eap; and as to all Sorts of Materials and Proviſions, 
ince they may be imported from other Countries, your 
Home Produce can never ſell for more than ſuch Commodi- 
tes can be imported and fold for; unleſs you ſhould prohi- 
bit, or load with Duties, the Importation of thoſe Materials 
ir Proviſions, which are neceſſary for the Improvement of 
jour Lands, or the Subſiſtence of your Poor, which no Na- 
bon, ſurely, will ever be mad enough to do. | 
After having heard ſuch eſtabliſhed Maxims in Trade 
tntroverted,; 1 hardly believed the Gentlemen of the other 
ide of the Queſtion would have admitted any Thing in 
this Debate; but, I find, Sir, they do admit, that by the 
Red:Ction prepoted, the Nation may get rid of Debt 
tree Years ſooner, or may aboliſh ſome of our moſt heavy 
Taxes, and yet get entirely rid of Debt almoſt as ſoon. 
However, they have endeavoured to vilify this Advantage 
u much as poſſible, and, therefore, I muſt give you the 
Trouble to hear it ſtated in its true Light, In order to do 
tie, I muſt obſerve, that every Tax laid upcn any . 
ity, 


tt Mortge ge, when Intereſt is at 5 per Cent. and Lands Anno 10. Gee 
eat 20 Years Purchaſe; but if Intereſt ſhould fall to II. 1 | 
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Anne. 10. Ges. dity, raiſes the Price of that Commodity a great deat hip) 
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ww _vecaule the Mer- 
chant or Retailer muſt be paid for the Riſk and Intereſt o 
that Money which he pays for the Tax, as well as 
that Money which he pays for the prime Coſt of the Com 
modity : And I muſt likewiſe obſerve, that the Expe: 
of eollecting every Tax are all paid by the People; ſo the 
all our Cuſtoms and Exciſes in general, I may com 
pute, the People pay about one Third more than the ne 
Produce brought in to the Public. Now as the Inter 
now paid yearly upon all our public Debts, and the Sink 
ing Fund together, amount to above three Millions yearly 
I muſt reckon, that towards raiſing this nett Sum, the Peg 
ple pay yearly four Millions; ſo that if by reducing th 
Intereſt upon all our public Funds to 3 per Cent. and cor 
tinying all our Taxes till the Whole be paid off, the Na 
tion do get entirely rid of Debt rec Years ſooner than 
can do if the Intereſt be continued at four, our People wil 
fave the Value of this Annuity for three Years; and as 21 
Annuity of four Milliont for three Years at 4 per Cent. Com 
pound Intereſt, amounts to 12,486,400 J. we muſt reckon 
that by this Reduction, the People of this Nation will ſav 
that whole Sum; a Saving which, I hope, will not appeal 
inconſiderable, however trifling the three Years Difference 
as to the Time of getting entirely rid of our Debts may 
appear. | 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, that upon the Reduction of Intereſt, » 
mould aboliſh Taxes equal in yearly Amount to that annua 
Saving. As the Amount or yearly Produce of the Taxe 
upon Soap and Candles comes neareſt to this Saving, I ſha] 
ſuppoſe them to be aboliſhed. Theſe two Taxes produce 
in the Year ending at Midſummer laſt, about 365000 l. nett 
ſo that, including the Expences of Management, I recko! 
there was about 400,000 /. raiſed upon the People; and ai 
the advanced Price upon both theſe Commodities is reckoaec 
near double the Value of the Tax laid upon them, I an 
ſure, I may reckon, the People pay at leaſt 600,060). 
Year, on Account of theſe two Taxes ; which is an Annui 
they are to get free from by this Reduction 25 Years ſoc 
than they can do, if Intereſt be continued at 4 per Cent 
But an Annuity of 600,000/. a Year for 25 Years, at 
per Cent. Compound Intereſt, amounts to 24,987,540 
In this Caſe, as the Nation will continue in Debt tvs Year 
and a half longer than if Things ſhould continue upon their 
preſent Footing, we muſt deduct from this Sum the Annuity 
which the People are to pay for that Time; which An- 


nuity will conſiſt of the preſent Sinking Fund, being about 
1, 150,000). 


TSS TFN 


22 
82 


2 8 — : | 
SETS ZFA FE A =B =p 


(4330) 


zer Cent. being about 1, 440, oool, ſuppoling our Debts to 
amount to 48 Millions. Theſe two Sums added together 
make 2,590,000/. to which add a Third more, and it 
makes above 3,450,000/. which is the Annuity the People 
re to pay for two Years and a half longer than they would 
otherwiſe do; therefore, as I have ſaid, this Annuity for 
that Time at 3 per Cent. Compound Intereſt, being near 


remaining Sum, which is above 16,250,000/. is the Sum 
aur People will ſave by a Reduction of Intereſt, and im- 
nediately aboliſhing the Taxes upon Soap and Candles; 
and this Saving will, I hope, be looked on as a ſufficient 
Atonement for our continuing #wo Years and a half longer 
1 Debt. | 
I beg Pardon, Sir, for making ſo much uſe of Calcula- 
jon, but upon this Subject it is impoſſible to argue without 
figures, and as there is nothing myſterious or uncommon 
„ the Calculations I have made uſe of, I hope Gentlemen 
jill forgive me ; for from theſe Calculations the Advan- 
the Nation will reap from the Reduction only, is made 
nanifeſt beyond Contradition: And now I ſhall examine 
he pretended Diſadvantages. In the firſt Place, we are 
old, our Noble Families and Landed Gentlemen muſt ruin 
heir Eſtates, in order to provide for their younger Children; 
vif it were abſolutely neceſſary the younger Children of 
il Landed Gentlemen ſhould be bred up to Idleneſs, in 
ader to live like fine Gentlemen and Ladies upon the In- 
treſt of their Money. Sir, this is ſo far from being ne- 
eſſary, that we certainly ought to prevent it, if poſſible; 
ud the only Way of preventing it is, to lower the common 
Rite of Intereſt : The younger Son of the beſt Nobleman 
nthe Kingdom may make as good a Figure, and I am 
ire may be much more ſerviceable to his Country, by being 
Ired up a Merchant, than by being bred up to follow Plays 
und Operas in Town, or Fox-hounds and Horſe matches in 
de Country. But, ſuppoſe that every Landed Gentleman 
would be obliged to give his younger Children greater For- 
tines; if he is frugal, and has a Mind to provide for them 
h a narrow Way of Living, he will fave a great deal more 
jarly in the Expence of his Family, by the Aboliſhing of 
lme of our moſt heavy Taxes, by which he will be enabled 
o give them greater Fortunes. If he has a Mind to leave 
dem a Mortgage upon his Eſtate, a proportionable Addi- 
ton to their Fortunes will be no additional Burden upon 
bis Eſtate; for as the total Value of his Eſtate muſt increaſe 
u Proportion, and the yearly Value likewiſe may proba- 
You. IV, Iii bly 


$,,730,000/, mult be deducted from 24,987,5 40/. and the 


1,150,0004, and the Intereſt upon our ore Debt at 3 Ar 10 Gn. . 
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e 
be mack improved, 2 Mortgage of 20,0087. ſer 
ildtens Portions, When IntereR is reduced to 3 fer Cor, 
and the Price of Lands raiſed to above 33 Yeats aches: 
will be no greater Burden upon an Eſtate, as to the rot! 
Value, than 12, ooo. is, now that Inteteſt is at 5 per Cm. 
and the Price of Lands at 20 Vears Parehaſe; and as to 
the Intereſt Money, ſurely O0. a Yeat, the Intereſt of 
26,000). at 3 per Cent. can be no greater Charge a the 
improved Rent of an Eſtate, than 606/. a Year, 1 | 
of 12, oool. at 5 per Cent. upon the preſent Rent of the 
{ame Eſtate, without any Improvement. 127 

To pretend, Sir, that all Branches of Trade are, or car 
be overſtock'd, is a very great Miſtake, and a very dange. 
rous Miftake, if it ſhould ever obtain ſo much Credit as to 
influence the publick Meaſures of a Country ; for no Sort 
of Trade or Buſineſs relating to the Exports of à Cour 
can be overſtocked; but on the contrary, the more there 
are of every ſuch Trade or Buſineſs, the cheaper the Com 


Deere ern 


modities they manufacture or deal in will be fold in foreign 
Markets; and the cheaper they are ſold, the more of then on 
will be fold, the more certainly will you prevent Foreigner ... 
from interfering with you in the Trade; Which will alway a 
be a Benefit to the Nation in general, tho” not fo advanta 4 
2 to the particular Perſons concerned. | T hall ſuppoſe — 
or Example's Sake only, that the original Materials of — 
Hat ſold beyond Seas for a Guinea, do not coft above 74 The 
and that the other 145. are divided between the Wotkmen f fun. 
for their Labour; the Maſter - Manufacturer for his Prot iber 
and his Trouble in employing thoſe Workmen; and than oc 
Merchant-Exporter, for his Profit, and Trouble in export tt 
ing: If you ſhould, by increaſing the Number of Work 1... 
men and Dealers in this Way, bring the Workmen to wort been 
for a 4th Part leſs Wages, and the Maſter- Manufacturer E ber 
and Merchant-Exporter, to deal for a 4th Part leſs Profit bppc 
that Hat would then be fold in a foreign Market for 17 am 
64. and if by ſelling ſo cheap you ſhall engroſs the Matke i bas; 
you would probably ſell zwo Hats fot every one you noun dere 
ſell; ſo that for every Gainea now returned to the Nation Frope 
there would then be 35 s. returned, and double the Work dolls 
men employed; with this additional Advantage, that v an 


would much more certainly preſerve that Trade than yc 
can do at preſent. Thus it appears that the Workmen an- 
Dealers in any ſuch Branch of Trade can never be too ni 
merous, and therefore, the Trade can never be overſtocked 
unleſs we ſuppoſe it poſſible that one Nation might har 
more of ſuch Dealers and Workmen than would be ſuf 


cient to ſerve the whole World. Tis true, all * 
QI 
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kGons and Branches of Trade not any. Way concerned in gu 10. G 


may be overſtocked ; but even with reſpeRt to them, 
— there are the better, and the þ ur People 
will be ſerved ; and when they are very much overſtock'd, 
thoſe who cannot live by the Bubneſs they were bred to, 
will ſeek for Employment in ſome other Way, and few or 
zone of the riſing ration wall be bred to that Sort of 
Buſineſs ; therefore the Public has very little Concern about 
the Overſtocking of any Branch of Trade; their Care 
gught to be to force as many of their People into Trade as 
pallible, and then, like a good General of an Army, to take 
(pecial Care that their Enemies or Rivals ſhall gain no ac- 
ddental or artful Advantage of them, in any Branch of 
Trade, in which they are or may be employed. 

As to Farming, 1 believe, there is no great Danger that 
many of our Gentlemens Sons would betake themſelves to 
that Sort of Buſineſs, let us reduce Intereſt to what we 
will; but if they ſhould, it would not ſurely be a Diſad- 
natage to our Landhalders to have rich Tenants, or to 
have more Bidders for the Leaſes of their Farms. The 
richer the Tenants are, the more able will they be to im- 
prove their Farms, and the more punctually will the Rent 
te paid; and the more Bidders there are, the more eaſily 
nay the Landlord raiſe his Rent; ſo that this is one of the 
lrongeſt Arguments for ſhewing that a low Intereſt will 
uturally improve the yearly Value of our Land Eſtates. 
Then as to the Widows and Orphans concerned in our 
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funds, and who have nothing elſe to depend on for a Sub- 


fitence; a Widow or Orphan who has 50. Annuity 
Stock, will after the Reduction have 15/. a Year, and I can- 
wt think any Perſon that has 15/. a Year certain, without 
labour or Toil, can be reckoned an Object of Compaſſion, 
tecauſe there are many Places in Eng/and where a ſingle 
ferſon may live comfortably upon ſuch an Income. But 
lppoſe 1000/7, Stock, which is double the Income, if we 
examine the Liſts before us, we ſhall find many of the Per- 
ons in thoſe Liſts have ſomething elſe to truſt to; and if 
there were none ſuch, the — of them can bear no 
Proportion to the Millions of Poor that will be relieved by 
woliſhing any one of our heavy Taxes, nor ought it to be 
ef any Weight in our Deliberations upon an Affair in which 

le Preſervation of our Trade is ſo eſſentially concerned, 
Laſtly, Sir, I muſt take Notice of the great Diſadvantage, 
which, 'tis pretended, would accrue to the Cities af London 
ud Meſt minſter, and the Counties adjacent, by a Reduction 
of the Intereſt payable upon the public Funds. If this 
kedudtion ſhould happen - be general upon all our Funds, 
141 it 
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Anno to. Gee, it would amount to about 400, oool. a Year 3 let us ſte now 
h II. 1736-7. how this would affect the Trade of the Retailers, Farmers, 
Gardeners, and Tradeſmen, in and about the City of Londen, 
Firſt we muſt obſerve, there is at leaſt one 4th Part of our 
Funds belongs to Perſons who reſide — ſo that we 
muſt deduct at leaſt 100,000/ from this 400, oool. and then 
there will remain but 300. oo Next we mult obſerve; 
that a great Part, by far, I believe, the greateſt Part of our 
Funds belong to Perſons who do not ſpend 3, ſome not & of 
the Revenue they have from thoſe Funds; and ſome Part 
them belongs to Perſons who reſide for the whole or greateſt 
Part of the Year in diſtant Counties; ſo that upon the 
whole, I believe, I may reckon there is not above + Par 
of this 300,000/. actually ſpent yearly in or about Londen; 
therefore the moſt we can reckon is, that, by this Reduction 
the Inhabitants in and about Landon will loſe the taking o 
100,000/. a Year, which they now take yearly from ot 
Stockholders for Wares purchaſed out of their Shops 
Farms, or Gardens, or for Work done; but as many of the 
Wares purchaſed in their Shops either come from abroad 
or from the diſtant Counties of Britain, therefore, I an 
ſure, we may reckon the Inhabitants in and about Lond 
will not lofe of real Profit or Wages above 50, ooo. 
Year. And as every Man, who retrenches his Expence 
begins with that whick is the moſt ſuperfluous, we may pre 
fume this Loſs will fall chiefly upon our Plays, Operas 
Concerts, and Maſquerades ; in which Caſe, the induſtriou 
and uſeful Part of the Inhabitants will ſuffer little or nc 
Diminution in their preſent Cuſtom or Buſineſs, 
This, Sir, is the Charge; and now let me turn to thi 
other Side of the Account, according as it will ſtand by thi 
Propoſition my worthy Friend has made to us. He pte 
poſes, that if this Reduction takes Place, the Dutie 
upon Candles, Soap, Corals and Leather ſhould be taken of 
I ſhall ſuppoſe only the two firſt taken off; becauſe thelc 
two alone will, I am ſure, do much more than balance the 
Account. I have already ſhewn that the People of Flu 
Pay at leaſt 600,000/. a Year for Soap and Candler, mort 

than they would pay if there were no ſuch Duties; th 
fore the taking off theſe Duties will be a yearly Profit « 
600,000/. a Year to the whole People of England; and a 
the Cities of London and Weſtminſter, Borough of South 
<vark, and Counties adjacent, conſume more Soap and Ca "it be 
ales than all the reſt of the Kingdom, or at leaſt pay mort 
than half of the yearly Produce of the Duties, we mu 
reckon that the taking off of theſe two Duties wil © the 
be a yearly Saving, and conſequently a yearly Profit, « 
, zoo, ooo. 
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konement for the 50,0007. a Year they are to loſe II. 1736-7. 
y the Reduction of Intereſt, and thereby leſſening the 4 
al Revenue, and conſequently the Expence of our 
gockholders. | | 
But, Sir, as this Saving may at firſt View appear a lictle 
atnordinary, I muſt trouble you with another Compu- 
ation, to ſhew that it is far from being imaginary. Let 
ze ſuppoſe then, that in London, Nef minſter, Southwark, 
ad the Counties adjacent, there is but a Milliam of Peo- 
je; 300,000 J. a Year divided among a Million of Per- 
us comes to 65. a Year to every Perſon, for his Share of 
int is paid on Account of the Duties on Soap and Can- 
les; ſo that a Man who has fx Perſons in his Family, by 
tis Computation, is preſumed to pay but 36 s. a Year on 
lcount of theſe two Duties; and conſidering that for 
gery Pound of Candles he buys, there is 2 d. laid out on 
count of the Duty; and for every Pound of Soap he 
ys, or is bought on his Account, there is at leaſt 2. 4 
ad out on Account of the Duty; I believe this Compu- 
ation will not appear extravagant; for it is ſuppoſing him 
p conſume but 10 or 12 Dozen of Candles, and 6 or 7 
been of Soap, which I think is the leaſt we can ſuppoſe 
pbe conſumed by our Shopkeepers and Trademen, one 
ith another, in their Shops, Kitchens, Chambers, and 
Working Houſes. From hence it is evident, that the Inha- 
litants in and about the City of London would gain 250,000 7. 
Year clear Profit by the Propoſition now before us ; and 
ito this we ſhould add the yearly Saving, and conſequently 
jarly Profit, that would accrue to them, by aboliſhing the 
Duties upon Coals and Leather, I am amazed how any 
Citizen of London, not deeply concerned in Stocks, can diſ- 
prove of ſuch a Prepoſition ; I am ſure the honourable 
Gentleman who made it, deſerves their Thanks in the moſt 
public and the moſt grateful Manner. 
The two Ends propoſed by this Scheme are, tis true, 
vir, either to enable us to pay our Debts off ſooner than 
ze can otherwiſe do, or to give an immediate Relief to 
wr People, by aboliſhing ſome of our moſt heavy Taxes ; 
but thee two Ends are propoſed ſeparately, or rather diſ- 
pnively, and not jointly, as the Gentlemen of the other 
Sent ile of the Queſtion have repreſented ; and that it will 
Cart be incompatible but neceſſarily effectual for one or t'other 
mor ef theſe Ends, according as we ſhall chuſe, the Gentlemen 
e mull themſelves have acknowledged. When we have approved 
will of the Scheme, in ſo far as it relates to the Reduction of 
fit, off Intereſt, it is then Time enough to chuſe which of theſe 
oo | Ends 
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to increaſe, for the future, the Sinking. Fund, or you may 2 


any Gentleman then inſiſted upon the Creditors having 
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Ends we ſhall apply the Saving co; but I cannot help a, 
declaring my Opinion, that we ought to apply that Sari 
and ſomething more, to the immediate Aboliſhing of fo; 
of our Taxes ; not only, becauſe the People will gain mc 
by an immediate Relief from ſome of our walt ben 
Taxes, than they can gain by a total Diſcharge 9f 0 
Debts 3 or 4 Years ſooner or later, but becauſe it is beca; 
abſolutely neceſſary, if we have a Mind to preſerye g 
Trade, to aboliſh of our Taxes, as well as to tec 
the natural Intereſt of Money. C0 
I have always been, Sir, and till am agaiaſt applyit 
the Sinking-Fund, or any Part of it, to the current Servi 
becauſe I think ſuch an Application directly contrary to 
Intention of its Eſtabliſhment, as well as inconſiſtent. wi 
that Juſtice which is due to ohr public Creditors, T 
ultimate End and Intention of its Eſtabliſhment was, 
free the People from ſame of thaſe Taxes they were th 
ſubject to, and which were mortgaged for the Payment 
thoſe Debts contracted befare December 25, 4516, and 
only Means of doing this was by paying off by degreest 
Debts, for which thoſe Taxes were mortgaged ; but whe 
you have paid off thoſe Debts, you have it certainly in you 
Power, either to apply the Saving made by ſuch Pay 


ply that Saving to the ultimate End and Intention of t 
Eſtabliſhment of that Fund, I mean, the Freeing of 

People from ſome Tax or other, whoſe yearly P 
not exceed the Amount of the Saving you have made | 
ſuch Payment. That this was the Opinion of Pathame 
appears ſrom the almoſt unanimous Reſolution with teſf 
to aboliſhing the Salt Duty ; for I do not remember 


indefeaſible Right, nat only to the Sinking-Fund as it the 
ſtood, but to all the Savings which might grow by the Pa 
ments made to the public Creditors ; and that none of th 
Taxes mortgaged for the Payment of our public Deb 
could be taken off or aboliſhed by Parliament, as long 
there was @ Shilling due of any of thoſe Debts, for wh 
the Taxes were mortgaged, 39 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, this had been then, or at any Tin 

ſince, my Opinion, I am ſure I have lately found 
good Reaſons for changing it; for I am now fully ca: 
vinced, the Sinking-Fund will never be duly and regular! 
applied, either to the Payment of thoſe Debts contracte 
before the Year 1716, or to the Aboliſhing of any of th 
Taxes. mortgaged for that Purpoſe : I am now by Expen 
ence fully convinced, it is a Fund which Miniſters - | 
Lhe, in 
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we coming will be nibfing at; and T' do not think 1 he 10. O. 
any great Reafort to expect, that Parliaments will be II. 1736-7. 

& complaiſant to Miniſters in Time to come, than th 1 

e deen in Time paſt. For this Reafon, Sir, Fam 1 
; from deſiring to fee the Sinking - Fund increafed, that 
y other le Method can be contrived for payi 
x Debts honourably and fairly, I fhall be for laing E 
rely aboliſhed ; becauſe, I am afraid, it may hereafter 
ve a Fund for running the Nation into needlefs 
er than it will prove a Fund for difcharging any 
n of our Debt, or freeing the People from any of the 
ary Taxes they now groan under. And as I think the 
ing of a great Part of our Debts. intq Annuities for 
gor Years, or the Sale of ſuch Annuities, and applying 
* Purchaſe Money towards paying off our Debts as far as 
jill go, is the only Way of paying off our Debts ho- 
urably and fairly, and at the fame Time annihilating the 
ole or a great Part of the Sinking-Fund ; therefore, I 
it heartily join with my worthy Friend in that Part of 
Scheme which relates to the opening Books of Sub- 
ration for the Sale of Annuities, upon the Terms he pro- 
es; becauſe thefe Annuities will ceaſe of coarſe ;' and as 
n 45 a ſufficient Number of them are ſold, we may then 
fer it ſo, that the Taxes ſhall ceaſe of coutſe, and in 
portion as the Annuities ſhalt ceafe or determine: 
tereas, if we continue upon the prefent Footing, I am 
id the Doctrine lately broached will prevail, that the 
hon ought always to be kept under its preſent Load of 
Nuts, and the People under their preſent Load of Taxes ; 
| that the Sinking-Fand will be generally diverted to- 
ly the Current Service, or towards diſcharging fome 
Kt lately contrafted, in order to gain the falſe and empty 
laufe for fature Miniſters, that they have not laid any 
neceſſary Loads upon the People, or ſubjected them to 
new and unheard-of Taxes. 
ks for the Practicability of the Scheme, I believe, Sir, 
Ilat will ſufficiently appear, by ſetting the Gentlemen of the 
ler Side of the Queſtion right, in a Miſtake they have 
mmitted, with reſpect to the preſent natural Rate of In- 
teſt upon public Securities. They have told us, that if 
i preſent Rate of Intereſt upon ſuch Securities were at 3 | 
Cent. our Annuitities at 4 per Cent. ought to fell at | 
33, Bank Stock at 183 4, and Faſt- India at 200 J per 
at, This Calculation, I ſuppoſe, they take from this Pro- | 
nion, that if 3 per Cent. gives 100 J. 4 per Cent. the | 
ent Dividend on 4 per Cent. Annuities, ought to give 


33 and fo for the reit in Proportion to their reſpective 
Dividends ; 


. Gee. Dividends : But does pot every Gentleman ſee the the En 
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for every 100 J. Stock they ſtand poſſeſſed . 
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in this Method of Calculation? However, to maße tl 
Error manifeſt, I muſt obſerve, that the Price of 
one of our Stocks at Par, is the Price of an Annuity 
continue till the Principal be repaid ; becauſe the Put 
ſands obli to pay them 100 J. in Money, for ey 

dand poſſeſſed of: But as to the adyanc 
Price upon any of our Stocks, it is the Price of an Anne 
to continue for a certain or uncertain Term of Year 
Fond perdu, as the French call it; that is, upon the Cea 
of the Annuity the Principal is to be entirely loſt;. becat 
let that advanced Price riſe as high as it will, the Pub 
ſtands obliged to pay them no more than 100 J. in Mone 


Now, Sir, with reſpe& to our Annuities at 4 fer C 
does not every one ſuppoſe we ſhall be able in 6 Years 
reduce them to 3 per Cent. but ſuppoſing it ſhould be 
Years, then if the natural Intereſt of Money be no loy 
than 3 per Cent. our 4 per Cent. Annuities ought not to 
for above 108 + per Cent, becauſe in that Caſe, an Annu 
of 3 per Cent. till the Principal be repaid, can be wo 
no more, nor can it ſell for any more than 100 J. And 
Annuity of 1 per Cent for 10 Years, at the End of whi 
Time the Principal is to be ſunk, as well as the Annuity 
ceaſe, is in preſent Value, at the ſame Rate of Inter 
worth no more, nor can {ell it for any more than 8 4; 
that according to the preſent Price of our 4 per Cm. 4 
nuities, the natural Intereſt of Money . muſt be under 3 
Cent. becauſe they ſell for 113 J. per Cent. which is 4 
Cent. higher than they could ſell for, if the natural Inte 
of Money were not under 3 per Cent. | 

Then as to the Bark, tis well known they divide bu 
2 per Cent. that their Term expires in 6 Years, and 
their Annuity cannot continue any longer than that Tin 
becauſe if proper Meaſures be taken, they may be paid 
in that Time, and if their Term of Banking be contin 
any longer, they ought to pay a valuable Conſideration 
it; from whence we mult reckon, that their Stock, if . 
natural Intereſt of Money were no higher than 3 per Ce 
ought not to ſell for above 113 4 or 114 per Cent. at me 
which is 100 J for the Annuity of 3 per Cent. till t 
Principal be repaid, and 13 3 or 14 for an Annuity of 
per Cent. for 6 Years, the Principal to be then ſunk. A 
laſtly, as to Eaſt-India Stock, as they are now eſtabliſhed 
Company for ever, and their excluſive Privilege to contin 
till the Year 1769. and as they divide 6 per Cent. 2 


Cent. whereof is from the Profits of their Trade, ſuf 1 5 


| 
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0 /. for the 3 per Cent. to continue till the Principal be re- 
4,8 and ſome more than + per Cent. for the 1 per Cent, 
knuity, which tis ſuppoſed the Government mult as yet pay 
io Vears, and near 41 per Cent. for an Annuity of 2 per 
u. to continue for 32 Years, being the Reſidue of the Term 
vanc their excluſive Privilege, at the End of which the Divi- 
ad of 2 per Cent. from the Profits of their Trade will 
ears bably ceaſe ; and the principal Money now paid for the 


eas nuit proceeding from thoſe Profits will be entirely funk; 


ecat that ſuppoſing the natural Intereſt of Money at 3 per 
Pub. the Premium upon Bark Stock, according to the Price 
o ſells for, is above 37 per Cent. and the Premium 
Won £2/7-India Stock, is above 30 per Cent. both which 
much higher than the Premium upon 3 per Cent. Secu- 
ars ie, and is occaſioned, I believe, by People's being ge- 
ally of Opinion, that the excluſive Privilege will be 
minued to each of the Companies reſpectively, perhaps 
to many Generations, without their being ever obliged to 
nn full and adequate Conſideration to the Public for the 
wo ewal of their Term. 

from hence it mult appear, that the natural Rate of In. 
Wert upon all public Securities is under 3 per Cent. and to 
uity ate, that the Creditors of the Public are in a worſe 
adition than any Pledgee or Mortgagee, is really ſome- 


; king very extraordinary, when all Mankind appear ſo evi- 
f. ah to be of a contrary Opinion; for tho' a War ſhould 
r 3 een, it will, I hope, rather lower than raiſe the natural 


ereſt of Money, becauſe, I hope, our Government will 
oer again fall into that dangerous and de:uding Method 
borrowing Money for the Expences of the War, but will 
arly raiſe as much as may be neceſſary for ſupporting the 
iences of the War, and aniwering the whole annual pub- 
Tin Expence. And to pretend, that the Scheme may be 
mdered im practicable, by a Combination among our rich 


i (itreſing the Public, in order to prevent us from being 
eco relieve the People from any of their Iaxes, what- 
tit may reckoned by our Lawyers, would, I am ure, 
t ma reckoned by the People a Sort of High Treaſon againſt 
il State, and would conſequently make the Peopie tnink 
lenſelves jultified in any Meaſures, they might think pro- 
r to take, for relieving themſelves from their Taxes in 
ſhed ſpeedieſt and moſt eſfectual Manner; therefore, I hope, 
nt10 public Creditor, nor any money'd Man ia the Kingdom, 
IV. K k k | wall 


je natural Intereſt of Money no lower than 3 per Cent. their ung 10. Geo: © 
lock ought not to fell for above 149 f per Cent. which is 6 
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A 10. Geo, will be fo raſh and imprudent, as to enter into any ſuch 
II. 176 5. Combination or Conſpiracy. „ain 

WAYS After what I had ſaid, Sir, I believe the Arguments made 
uſe of for ſhewing the Impracticability of the Scheme; wil 
entirely yaniſhz and the Dangers we are threatened with 
either from its ſucceeding or not ſeceeedingy will, upon 
Examination, appear as little ſubſtantial. That the $ucceſ 
of the Scheme, or even the Attempt, will make Foreigners 

eſpecially the Datch, draw out their Money all at once, is 
Mis fortune we have been threatned with upon all intended 
Reductions ; and I am convinced we ſhall now find thoſ 
Threats as ill-grounded as ever they were found upon at 
former Occaſion. With reſpe& to Foreigners, Sir, parti 
cularly the Dutch, there are two inſurmountable Obſtacles 
which will prevent their drawing away their Money; on 
of which is, that it is impoſlible fer them to find Purchaſe 
at any Thing near the Value, if any great Number of then 
ſhould reſolve to ſell; and the other is, that it is impoſſib] 
for them to get 3 per Cent. for their Money any wher 
5 | elſe, upon any Security equally good; for the higheſt In 
| tereſt at preſent in their own Country is but 3 per Cent 
and the loweſt in many Caſes under 2 ; ſo that one Milk 
Sterling only brought from England to be lent in Holland 
would very probably run the natural Intereſt of Mone 
down to 2, or perhaps to 1 per Cent. And as to our ow 
People, ſome of them might probably draw out thei 
Money, in order to lend it on Mortgages at 3 4 hr C 
on good perſonal Security at + or on indifferent perſonal 
Security at 5; which is one of the great Advantages to bil 
expected from the Scheme; but the Sum to be drawn o 
for theſe Purpoſes could have no great Influence upon or 
public Securities; becauſe the drawing out of any gre 
Sum would bring the natural Intereſt of Money upon 
vate Securities below the natural Intereſt upon public 
which can never happen as long the Generality of Ma 
kind have a much better Opinion of the latter, than th 
have of the former. And as to the preſent Fall of Stock 
we know it proceeds from the Practices in *Changt-A 
where, we know, ſome People have been mighty induſtriou 
I wiſh they had not been ſo: I wiſh their Behaviouratth 
Time may never be made uſe of as an Argument again 
all our public Creditors in general; for when the Behav 
our of ſome becomes a public Nuiſance, it may be mad 
uſe of againſt the whole Body; as was lately the Caſe, wi 
reſpect to the Diſtillers and Retailers of Spirituous Liquor 
1 ſhall grant, Sir, the Reduction of Intereſt might ve 
probably dimioiſh the advanced Price upon our Funds; bt 
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of not being obliged to receive any Part of their Principal, 
wr to have their Intereſt leſſened for 14 Years to come, 
would raiſe the Price of all our Annuities above what they 
ww fell fors I think I have good Reaſon to believe it 
wald. However, the edvanced Price is what the Public 
xither has, nor ought to have any Concern about; for to 
þy we ought not to do or attempt any Thing that may 
end to diminiſh the advanced Price our Stocks fell for, 
wald be an Argument againſt ever paying them any Part 
of their Principal, as well as againſt reducing the Intereſt 
wy payable to them; and now it is made uſe of againſt 
Wy tempting to reduce their Intereſt, I hope it will bave juſt 
nuch Weight, and no more, than if it had been made uſe 
o for our coming to a Reſolution never to pay a Shilling 
nore of the Principal of any of our Debts, but to turn the 
J linking-Fund to ſome other Ule yearly, and continue to 
the ſame Annuity we now pay for ever: Which Re- 
ation many Perſons without Doors would be glad of, 
ol ib! 1 am certain no Gentleman within theſe Walls would 
er agree to it. 

There is, therefore, Sir, no Danger to be apprehended, 
ather from the Succeſs or Diſappointment of the Scheme. 
To attempt it, is not climbing up a Precipice ; it is only at- 
napting to do that which we are in Duty bound to attempt, 
n often as there is the leaſt Proſpect of Succeſs ; and at 
reſent we ſhall moſt certainly meet with ſome. This the 
tclared Enemies of the Scheme are ſufficiently aware of; 
dey would not have been ſo induſtrious in their Oppoſition, 
they had not known it would certainly meet with great 
weeeſs ; and I am ſurprized to hear it ſaid, the preſent loud 
Wy 2d general Complaints are nothing but Vapours : Every 
Man in the Kingdom, who has not great and ſuperfluous 
ums coming in yearly from our Funds, or from ſome Poſt 
i Penſion, is fully ſenſible of the National Diſtemper we 
ve under; and I am ſure no State Phyſician in the King- 
um can preſcribe a better, or at leaſt a more honourable 
Remedy, than that now in our Offer; if we do not apply 
* I ſhall deſpair of ever ſeeing a Remedy applied, till we 
bange both our Phyſicians and Nurſes. 

Has any Man ſaid, has any Man pretended, Sir, that the 
Laſs an Annuitant or Stock holder is to ſuſtain by the Re- 
dation, will be made good to him by aboliſhing the Duty 
won Candles? This is treating the Subject more ludi: 
ouſly than it deſerves, or ought to be treated; but I will 
ky, it is better for every Annuitant and Stock holder to take 

K Kk k 2 that 
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than to run the Riſk of being ſoon deemed an Uſurer 
whereby he may come to loſe both Principal' and Intereſ 
The Reducing of the Intereſt payable upon public Secu 
rities to that, which we find to be the natural Intereſt upo 
ſuch Securities, or paying thoſe off who are not willing 
take that Intereſt, is not laying any Tax upon our publi 
Creditors ; but the continuing to pay them 4 per Cen 
when the natural Intereſt of Money is under 3, is real} 
making them a Preſent of 400,000 /. Sterling à Year 
and Iam ſure the Public is in no Condition to make, nc 
can they pretend Merit enough to deſerve,” ſuch à eo 
ſiderable Preſent. To pretend therefore, that the ReduQic 
propoſed would be laying a Tax of 5 s. in the Pound upd 
them, muſt appear to be a very great Miſtake ;"and to fa 
that in the preſent Caſe, there is no Diſtinction to be mac 
between the public Creditors and the Public, becauſe thi 
are a Part of our own People, muſt appear to be as great 
Miſtake, if we confider, that in all Caſes, where the priv: 
Advantage of any Sett of our own People comes to be i 
conſiſtent with the Good of the Public, a Diſtinction x 
only then may, but muſt be made, between that Sett of o 
own People, and the Public ; and in all ſuch Caſes, I ho 
the Good of the Public will, I am ſure it ought to be p 
ferred. Is not this the Caſe now before us? It is for t 
private Advantage of our public Creditors, to receive frc 
the Public yearly a Preſent of 400,000 /. but I am ure 
is inconſiſtent with the Good of the Public to contin 
making them any ſuch Preſent. = 


But of all the Arguments that have been make Uſe ags 
againſt this Reduction, I think the hardeſt and moſt e an 
traordinary is, to ſay, that becauſe our People have lo ho] 
paid, and been accuſtomed to the paying of heavy Ta Lee 
therefore there can be no Compaſſion in relieving the ha\ 
from any of thoſe Taxes, This, I ſay, I muſt think ve the 
hard as well as extraordinary; and I am ſure it is as ext Re 
ordinary to ſay, we have no Taxes upon the Neceffaries In 
Life. For my Part, I do not know any one Neceſſary tere 
Life, upon which we have not ſome Tax or another, exce aly 
Water: and we can put no Ingredient, I know of, I v 
Water, in order to make it palatable and chearful, withe my 
paying a Tax. We pay a Tax for Air, and for the L be 
and Heat of the Sun in the Day Time, by Means of 0 Cin 
Tax upon Windows; and for Light and Heat in the Ni na 
Time, by Means of our Duties upon Coals and Candle do 
we pay a Tax upon Bread, Meat, Roots, and Herbs, of ape 
Kinds, by Means of our Salt-Duty; we pay a Tax u mo 
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Small Beer, by Means of the Malt Tax, and a heavy addi- A 107Ga” 
tional Tax upon ſtrong Beer, by Way of Exciſe; nay we II. 17367. 
cannot have any clean Thing to put upon our Backs, either 
of Woollen or Linnen, without paying a Tax, by Means of 
he Duty 2 Soap: And tho' molt of theſe Taxes'may 

m 


ſeem to be ſmall and eaſy to a rich Stockholder, who has 
Thouſands a Year coming in, yet to a poor Labourer or Ma- 
nufacturer, who has not perhaps above 84. or 1 s. a Day, 
and himſelf and Family to maintain out of it, every one 
of them mult ſeem grievous, and always will be ſeverely 
felt; till he can prevail with his Maſter, on account of theſe 
Taxes, to raiſe his Wages ; and then, by the Loſs of Em- 


ployment, he is brought into a worſe Condition than he 


was before. Therefore, from the great Diſtreſs many ſuch 
poor Families are in, and the infinite Multitade there are 
of ſuch in the Kingdom, Compaſſion may be ſtrongly 
pleaded in Favour of the Reduction, and can, in my Opi- 
nion, have little or no Weight on the other Side of the 
Kale; for Gentlemen may talk what they will about Or- 
phans, Widows, and other Ladies, but I believe the 'Re- 
duction will bring few or none of them into pitifal Circum- 
ſtances ; it will only oblige ſome of them to betake them- 
ſelves to Buſineſs inſtead of living idly, or to Tetire to the 
Country inſtead of living at London ; and for this very Rea- 
ſon I am for the Reduction, becauſe I love to ſee People 
employed; and as I ama Country Gentleman; 'and love 
the Company of the Ladies, I deſire to have a few more 
of them in the Country with us. 
I do not remember, Sir, any one Argument made uſe of 
againſt the Reduction, but what I have now either fully 
anſwered, or ſhewn to be an Argument in its Favour ; and I 
hope what I have faid upon this Subject will have the 
greater Weight, becauſe every one that knows me, knows I 
have a very conſiderable Share in the public Funds, and that 
therefore it is as much my immediate Intereſt to oppoſe a 
Reduct ion, as it can be the immediate Intereſt of moiſt Men 
in the Kingdom; but I ſhall always confider my future In- 
tereſt as well as my immediate Intereſt z and I hope I ſhall 
always be ſo wiſe as to prefer the public Intereſt to both. 
| would not perhaps have been at ſo much Pains to ſhew 
my Zeal in Favour of the Queſtion, if it had nat been for 
the contrary Behaviour of ſome, who 'are in the ſame 
Circumſtances with me; but when I obſerved ſome Practices 
made uſe of without Doors againſt the Queſtion, which J 
do not think altogether juſtifiable, I thought it incumbent 
upon me to declare my Approbation of the Queſtion in the 
molt remarkable Manner; in order to convince Polterity, 
as 
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Mido te. Geo, 25 much as lies in my Power, that ſuch PraQtices ought not 
11. 1736.7. to be imputed to the public Creditors in general > and | 


z wiſh the Timb may never come, when the public Credi 
nd will have Reaſon to thank me for the Record 1 have ek 
their Favour,” \ 022 l 6 
| | Thus we have given the Subſtance of what was ſaid in 
| the two Days Debate upon the Motion made by Sir . 9b, 


Barnard, for ſome Gentlemen in the 1ſt Day's Debate, 
who ſeemed to ſpeak againſt the Motion, having declared, 
| they thought the Motion of ſuch Conſequence, | thi they 
could not freely give their Opinion upon it without further 
Time to conſider of it, therefore the further Conſideration 
of the Affair was put off till that Day Sevennight, as before 
mentioned; and towards the End of the Debate, the ſecond 
Day, Thomas Winningten Elq; ſtood up, and made a ſhort 

Speech, as follows, vis. ES | 

. . S812, 10 
Vini Whether a further Reduction of Intereſt, natural 
10 9 or legal, may tend to the Advantage or Diſadvantage 
: of the Nation in general, or whether the natural Intereſt 
of Money, lent on public Securities, be below 3 per Cent. 
are Queſtions I ſhall not at preſent give you. the Trouble 
of enquiring into; but if both be reſolved in the Affirma- 
tive, which every Gentleman muſt do, who is for agreeing 
to what 1s now propoſed, I can fee'no Reaſon for our con- 
fining our Reſolution, or the Scheme depending thereon, 
to South Sea Annuities only. For if a further Reduction 
of Intereſt muſt prove a Benefit to the Nation in general, 
we ought to extend that Benefit as far as we can ſuppoſe it 
will go; and if the nataral Intereſt of Money upon public 
Securities, be below 3 per Cent. it is not, in my Opinion, 
to be queſtioned, but the other Creditors of the Public will 
, be as ready to accept of 3 per Cent. irredeemable for 14 
Years, as the South-Sea Annuitants.— For this Reaſon, Sir, 
if we come to a Reſolution for enabling his Majeſty to open 
Books of Subſcription, it ought, I think, to be general; 
it ought to comprehend all the other public Creditors, as 
well as the South Sea Annuitants, But, Sir, there is ano- 
ther very ſtrong Reaſon for making our Reſolution general, 
which is, that a particular Reſolution with reſpe& to the 
South-Sea Annuitants only, will, in my Opinion, be partial, 
and conſequent!y unjuſt, conſider it in what View we pleaſe, 
for that Reſolution muſt be advantageous, or it muſt be diſ- 
advantageous to the South-Sza Annuitants: If we look upon 
it as a Reſolution that may be advantageous to them, it will 
be ſhewing a Partiality in their Favour, and will conſequent- 


ly be doing an Injuſtice to che reit of our Creditors 3 on — 
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aber hand, if we look on it as a Reſolution that may be Au 10. G. 


diadvantageous for them, it will then be ſhewing a Par- II. 1936-7, 
tality to our other Creditors, and will conſequently be a A 


piece of Injuſtice done towards the South Sea Annuitants. 
from theſe Conſiderations, Sir, I think, if we come to any 

Reſolution or Reſolutions for redeeming any of our pub- 
lic Funds, and for enabling his Majeſty to borrow Money. 
t 3 per Cent. for that Purpoſe, we ought to come to a Re- 
ſolution, to redeem all the public Funds redeemable by Law, , 
that now carry an Intereſt at 4 per Cent. Annum, and 
then we may come to another Reſolution for enabling his 


Majeity to borrow Money at 3 per Cent. for that Purpoſe. 


Theie, Sir, are my Sentiments with reſpe& to the Affair 
now under our Conſideration ; and if the Houſe ſeems to 
prove of them, I ſhall then riſe up and move for ſuch 
Reſolutions, as, I think, we ought to come to, agreeable to 
theſe Sentiments. 

To this it was anſwered by Sir John Barnard and others, 
in dubſtance as follows, viz. | | 

Sun, 


© There are two Methods of defeating any Scheme or Pro- Sir Joba 


— 


o 1 
- * 


polition offered to this Houſe, both of which have been Barnard. 


often practiſed with Succeſs. One is the plain, blunt Way 
of putting a Negative upon it at once ; and the other, which 
has l1kewiſe been practiſed in former Parliaments, is what 
we may call a» Sort of Parliamentary Play, which is, by 
making ſuch Improvements upon it as mult neceſſarily ren- 
er it abortive. I am far from thinking the Hon. Gentleman 
has any ſuch Intention with reſpedt to the Improvement 
he has now offered, but there is an old and a true Proverb, 
Graſp at all, hoſe all. We have been told by ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen in this Debate, that the Scheme, as firſt propoſed, 
would certainly prove impracticable in the Execution; and 
if there was the leaſt Foundation for ſuch Apprehenſions, 
ſurely that Foundation muſt be very much widened, and 
rendered at the. ſame Time more ſolid, by the Improvement 
that has been now offered. Our South Sea Annuities both 
old and new amount to about 24 Milkons only; all our 
receemable Funds bearing an Intereſt of 4 per Cent. amount 
to above 44 Millions; and will any Gentleman ſay , but that 
it may be eaſy for the Government to borrow Money at 3 
her Cent. ſufficient for paying off ſuch of the Proprietors 
of 24 Millions, as are not willing to accept of that Intereſt, 
and yet it may be found very difficult for them to borrow 
Money at 3 per Cent. ſufficient for paying off ſuch of the 
Proprietors of 44 Millions as may not be willing to accept 
of the Intereſt ? N Ir 
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Aue. 10 Ge. If you reſolve, Sir, to apply all the Money vod tat bigs: 
II. 1736-7. row at 3 per Cent. only to the redeeming of ſuch of the 
WEAR, South-Sea Annuitants, as will not accept of that. Thtereſt; 


 Þ 


all the Annuitants may be of Opinion, you can burrow as 
much Money as will be ſufficient for that Purpoſe; which 
will of courſe make all or moſt of them ſubſcribe their 
Fn Annuities at that Intereſt ; ſo that you will have no Oc- 
| caſion ſor applying any, or but very little of the M 
borrow, towards redeeming any of the South Sea Anaui- 
tants, and may therefore apply almoſt the whole Money you 
borrow, towards redeeming the Proprietors of your other 
Funds, who will not accept of 3 per Cent. upon any Terms 
you pleaſe to offer; whereas if you make that Reſolution 
genera], if you reſolve to apply the Money you can borrow 
at 3 per Cent. towards redeeming the Proprietors of all your 
Funds, which now bear an Intereſt of 4 per Cent. who will 
not accept of 3; not only the Proprietors of your other 
Funds, but even molt of the South-Sza Annuitants may be 
of Opinion, it will not be in your Power to borrow ſo much 
Money at 3 per Cent. as will be near ſufficient for that Pur- 
pPioſe; and thus the Fear of being redeemed, being confined 
5 to a very few, you can expect but few Subſcriptions in 
Stock or Annuities at an Intereſt of 3 per Cent. Thus it 
appears evident, in my Opinion, that the farther you extend 
your Scheme, the leſs Benefit you can expect from it; the 
more you confine it, the more general and the more certain 
will your Succeſs be However, Sir, as it has been made 
appear in this Debate, that all our Funds are at an Intereſt 
below 3 per Cent. as our 3 per Cent. public Securities now 
bear a Premium in *Change- Alley; and as the Intention of 
the Scheme at firſt was only to afford an Opportunity to 
thoſe who are willing to lend at 3 per Cent. of having a 
public Security for their Money at Par, inſtead of being 
obliged to pay a Premium for it in *Change Alley, and to 
afford an Opportunity to ſuch of the South-Sea Annuitants, 
as are willing to accept of 3 per Cent. for their Money, 
inſtead of having 4, and being ſubjected to the Trouble and 
Loſs of receiving and replacing ſo much of their Capital 
vearly, or every other Year; the ſmall Succeſs of the 
Scheme can be of no Prejudice to the Nation; but on the 
contrary, the leaſt Succeſs that can be ſuppoſed, will be a 
Benefit; for if but a Million in Stock and Money ſhould be 
ſubſcribed, the Nation will thereby ſave 10,000/. a Year; 
therefore rather than not have the Aſſiſtance of the Hon. 
Gentleman who has made you this Propoſition, and of his * 
Friends, J ſhall be for agreeing to the Improvement he has _ 
been pleaſed to propoſe ; but I hope the Hon. * 


S EEFFFHFHOT” en ow 


19 


ined 


a - 
N 7 
n ; 


( 449 ) 
1nd his Friends will remember, that the Scheme thus amen · 


zot afterwards endeavour to put a 
{heme they have thus made their own. a n 

The Scheme, even as thus amended, Sir, may turn out to 
e of ſignal Advantage to the Nation; but if that be true 
ghich has been hinted in this Debate, by ſome of thoſe 
Gentlemen who oppoſed the firſt Motion, I muſt confeſs, 
he Amendment would be dangerous. It has been inſinuated, 
ut all the public Creditors will join in concerting Mea- 
ſres for defeating the Scheme, that is to ſay, they will join 
n concerting Meaſures for diſtreſſing their Country, in order 
tat they may extort a higher Intereſt from ber, than ſhe 
yould otherwiſe be obliged to pay. This, Sir, is, tis true, 
practice too frequent among petty, private Uſurpers ; but 
hope none of the Creditors of the Public will ever deſerve 
ich a Name; for if it were poſſible to ſuppoſe them devoid 
all Love for their Country, their own Intereſt muſt ſug- 
xt a contrary Behaviour: Their own Proſperity —_—P 
won the Proſperity of their Country; even the Security 
their Principal, as well as Intereſt, depends upon the 
Proſperity of their, Debtor, which can ſeldom or ever be 
de Caſe of private Borrowers and Lenders; therefore we 
annot ape the Creditors of the Public will ever join 
manimouſly in concerting any ſuch Meaſures. But if any 
ich Thing were to be dreaded, they will ſurely join more 
mnimouſly . the Scheme as thus amended, than it 
an be ſuppoſed they would have done againſt the Scheme 
u firſt propoſed. When a Nation has been offended by 
kreral of her Neighbours, if ſhe declares War againſt them 
il at once, ſhe will certainly unite them altogether againſt 
ter, and may. probably involve herſelf in Ruin, inſtead of 
Gaining that Reparation which ſhe might eaſily have ob- 
ined, if ſhe had attacked them one after another. The 
(ale is the ſame: If we reſolve to reduce only a Part of 
ar public Funds to a lower Intereſt, the Proprietors 
« the other Funds not being in the ſame Circumſtances, 
jill never join with them in the fame Meaſures; 
Mt if we reſolve to reduce them all at once, it brings 
dem all into the ſame Circumſtances, and will, con- 
kquently, make them all join in the ſame Meaſures. 
This, I ſay, Sir, would be the Cale, if it could be ſuppoſed 
tie Creditors of the Public would ever join in any Meaſures 
br diſtreſſing their Country: In that Caſe we ought to look 
n them as public Enemies, and then we ought in good Po- 
licy to take all le Care not to unite them, by attacking 
lem all at once; but I ſhall never look upon the public 


Creditors as public Enemies, nor ſhall I ever look upon an 
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Attack, even _= that Part of them who are by means of 
that Money to id off. Quite otherwiſe, I ſhall always 
Jcok upon the public Creditors as public Friends; "there. 
fore, I muſt ſuppoſe they will join in Meafures for render 
ing eFeQual a Scheme calculated for giving am Eaſe to thei 
Country, and that the more general the Intention of that 
Scheme is, the more generally, and the more fananimoyſly 
they will contribute towards its Succeſs. This, we ought 
in Charity to ſuppoſe, with regard to the publi&' Creditors i 
_ whatever may be the Behaviour of ſotme few © 
em; and upon this Suppofition, I can apprehend'no Danpet 
from the Improvement, or rather Enlargement, 2 
With regard to the Juſtice and Impartiality of thi 
Scheme as firſt propoſed, I am ſurprized, Sir, to hear i 
queftioned by any Gentleman who confiders the public 
ood, or the different Circumſtances of qur ſeveral public 
Creditors. It would, in my Opinion, be of t Advan 
tage to all the South-Sea Annuitants. An Annuity of 
per Cent. for their Money, irredeemable fot 14 Year, is 
Situation which, I am ſure, is highly e to thei 
reſent; but this is an Advantage we 55 not, for th 
ake of public Good, to grant to any of the other publi 
Creditors, if we can avoid it; it is an Advantage th 
Svuth-Sea Annuitants deſerve more than the Generality e 
our other Creditors ; and it is an Advantage which © 
breed no Confuſion among thoſe Annuitants ; whereas th 
granting it to any other Set of public Creditors mightbree 
great Confuſion among them. As to the 1 5 
muſt conſider, that moſt of our other Creditors enjoy gre 
excluſive Privileges in Trade, by Means of the qr 
to them; and as it may, in a few Years, be found netefla 
for the public Good, to deſtroy, or put an End to thoſe ex 
cluſive Privileges, therefore we ought not, for the Sake « 
= Good, to grant them an irredeemable Term of 1 
ears, if we can poſſibly avoid it; which we may do, if 
the South-Sea Annuitants ſhould a to accept of 4 j# 
Cent. and great Sums in ready Money ſhould likewiſe t 
ſubſcribed at that Intereſt. From hence every Man mt 
ſee a good Reaſon for not granting this Advantage to U 
other public Creditors in general; but with reſpe&@ to d 
Bank in particular, it would be Madneſs and very . gre 
Partiality to grant it to them ; becauſe their 'Term expire 
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of their Term for 8 Years, which is worth above 800,000 
in preſent Money, and that for no praticular Conſideratio 


at all; for the Reduction of Intereſt from 4 to 3 per Cin 


is a Conſideration granted by the other Creditors, as We! 
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uy ſuch Advantage. riet | 
Then, ir, as to the particular Circumſtances of the 
luth So Annutants, every one knows they enjoy no 
Mvantage or Profit from the Money they have lent to 
ke Public, but merely that Annuity or yearly Intereſt paid 
hem by tha Public 3 whereas the Proprietors of our three 
geat Companies have all along enjoyed, and do {til} enjoy, 
de Advantage of an excluſive Trade, by which all of 
hem have made, and two of them do ſtill make a large 
mnual Profit, beſides that Anduity or yearly Intereſt paid 
gem by the Public; therefore, if any new Advantage is 
p be granted to our public Creditors, which ought 
wt to be granted to all, if it can be avoided, ſurely the 
inth-Sze Annuitants have the beſt Title to that new Ad- 
ratage- And ſuppoſe one Half of the South-Sea Annui- 
tnts ſhould agree to accept of 3 per Cent. and the other 
Half ſhould: not, and that the Subſcriptions ſhould amount te 
» more than 2'or 3 Million; in that Caſe it would be 
wpoſſible for the Public to pay off at once, all the Annui- 
wits ſo ſtanding out; the only Thing that could be done, 
wald be to pay them their 4 per Cent. yearly, and to apply 
te Sioking-Fund towards them only till they ſhould all be 
pid off: With reſpect to the Sourb-Sea Annuitants, this 


ity nicht be eaſily done, by dividing them into four Claſſes, 
e of old and new Annuities at 3 per Cent. or if you 
2s th eaſe you might make but one of both theſe, and two of 


Wd and new Annuities at 4 per Cent. in which Caſe all 
iure Payments might be applied to the two latter, without 
reding any Confuſion, or cauſing any Diſputes: But, 
wpoſe this to be the Caſe of the Stockholders of our 
Inding Companies; it would breed great Confuſion 
mong them, with regard to the Method of dividing the 
dure Profits of their Trade, and it would cauſe great 
liputes ; for the Proprietors of Stock at 3 per Cent. might 
bit, they had a Right to a greater Share of the Profits of 
ler Trade, than thoſe at 3 per Cent. eſpecially if it be 
me that the ' Annuity paid to theſe Companies by the 
Malie, enables them to increaſe their Trade; and even 
ter the 4 per Cents. were all paid off, they might inſiſt on 
Weir Share of the Profits by Trade, as long as the Company 
ge unued; in the fame Manner as the preſent Proprietors 
expires f/f? India Stock might inſiſt upon having their Profits 
/ Trade divided among them, proportionably to their 
Efeftive Shares, then the Debt due to them by the Public 
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entf ald be all immediately paid off. 
cu From theſe Obſervations, Sir, it will appear, that the 
as wel LI12 Favour 


\ by then, the gone of the other Crediſors are to receive Anno 10 Ga; 2 
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Hino 10. Cop, Favour deſigned by che Scheme, as firſt6ieted} tb ty 
3 particularly to the South - Sea Annuitants, proceeds" from 
0 Regard for the public Good, from a" Regard: ſor chei 
ſuperior Merit, and from a proper Caution nut to breed an 

Confuſion, or Diſpute among our other public Creditors 

and can any Gentleman ſay, that a Favour founded up- 

ſuch ſubſtantial Reaſons, is either partial or uùnjuſt? here 

fore, if we ſuppoſe the Scheme advantageous for the Sade} 

Sea Annuitants, we cannot accuſe it of any Partiality or Tr 

Juſtice; and we cannot ſuppoſe it diſadvantageous to an 


ſuch Annuitant, becauſe, if he does not like the Terms pre 5 
5 poſed, he may continue in the ſame Condition he i in oi b 
1 preſent; he may continue to enjoy his 4 per «Cent, till hi 
Capital be paid off, and I hope. no Annuitant expefs ol 
enjoy it any longer, or imagines it is doing Injuſtioe to him Q 
to pit the Public in a Way of paying him off ſooner; f 
| After what I have ſaid, Sir, it may be ſuppoſed, that . 
\ am againſt agreeing to the Amendment .or:: Enlargemer 1 TI 
propoſed; and if 1 were, it would not be without g“, 
Reaſons; for it is certainly inconſiſtent with the pub 
Good to grant a Term of 14 Years irredeemable'to a ve 
of our Trading Companies, if we could any way avoid i 
and, I am ſure, it is inconſiſtent with the public Good, k. 
make a Preſent to the Bank of above 800zo0p0 /, which (o 
will be the Caſe, if we grant them a Prolongation-of the 
Term for eight Years without any Confideration; al tic 
laſtly, I cannot think it very conſiſtent: with the publ hot 
Good to run the Riſk of breeding a Confuſion and Diſpuſi £(c 
among any of our public Creditors: But as my Hopes tha 
Succeſs depend entirely upon the hearty Concurxence of t Cl 
honourable Gentleman and his Friends, Tam for agreeing cou 
to what he has been pleaſed to propoſe ; becauſe: the firſt t ¶ rec: 
Diſadvantages mult, I find, be ſubmitted to, and the mir 
will, I hope, be prevented, by each of our ' Companion i « 
coming to a Reſolution in their reſpective general Coui vob 
to accept of 3 per Cent. upon the Terms offered by wie ) 
all Confuſion and Diſpute among their Proprietors will ¶ upo 
prevented; therefore IJ hope the Hon, Gentleman will gal ried 
riſe up, and move for ſuch Reſolutions as may be agreeal / 
to what he has propoſed?. | SER. dir 
Thus much was ſaid upon this new Topich,: and there brig wer 
10 Occafion for any Reply, the following Rejolut ions wg |utic 
moved for, and agreed to, Viz, e WIEN 1 
Reſol ved, That it is the Opinion of this Committeſi and 
that all the public Funds redeemable by Law, which car bar: 
| an Intereſt of 4 per Cent. per Annum, be redeemed accorgl EA. 
| ing to the reſpective Proviſoes or Clauſes of Redemptiq Lg, 
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contained in the Acts of Parliament for that Purpoſe, or Ame 10. Gai; 
kwith Gonjent of the Proptieters) be converted into an Inte- II. 17 Nog 
reſt or Annuity not exceeding 3 per Cent, per mum not N 
redeemable till aſter 14 Vears. en ue 
That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that his 
Majeſty be enabled to borrow from any Perſon or Perſons, — 
Bodies politic or corporate, any Sum or Sums of Money 
it an Intereſt not exceeding 3 per Cent. ta be applied to- 
yards redeeming the national Debt.“ | | | £200 
On Wedneſday, March zo, thefe Reſolutions were reported g 
by Sir Charles Turner to the Houſe; and the firſt Reſolution oy 
being read a ſecond Time, and a new Debate ariſing, a 
Motion was made for adjourning the further Conſideration 
of the ſaid Report till Thar/day, April 14, but upon the 
(ueſtion's being put, it was carried in the Negative. = 
Then an Amendment to the Reſolution was propoſed by *' - © 
bene ral Wade, and ſeconded by Walter Plumer, Elq; wiz. General 
That inſtead of the Words, not exceeding 3 per Cent. per Wade, 
mum, the Words, not exceeding 3 and a half per Aunum Walter Plu- 
hould be inſerted. Upon which Mr. Samuel Sandys, Eſq; mer, Eſq; 
wok Notice, That the Amendment. propoſed was ſuch a one Mr. Sans, 
j could not be made upon a Report; becauſe it was for a 
arger Sum annually than what they had a to in the 
Committee; and that therefore if they had a Mind to allow 
: higher Intereſt-than 3 per Cent. they muſt recommit the 
the Reſolation, Whereupon Mr. Plumer ſaid, That, as an IA. Plumer. 
honourable "Gentleman near him (meaning Thomas Gore, 
iq; had before taken Notice, the Affair's depending in 
that Houſe had, he found, occaſioned ſo much Gaming in 
'Change- Alley, that if the Amendment he had ſeconded, 
could not be agreed to upon the Report, he would be againſt 
rcommitting ; becauſe he was for having the Affair deter- 
nined ſome way or other with as great Expedition as poſſible, 
in order to put a Stop to that infamous Practice of Stock. 
jobbing. a 5 
— Motion was made for recommitting; but 
upon the Queſtion's being put, it was, upon a Diviſion, car- 
tied in the Negative by 220 to 157. 
After which, both the Reſolutions were agreed to, and | 
dir John Barnard, Mr. Wortley, and the Maſter of the Rolls, Sir Vola 
vere ordered to prepare and bring in a Bill upon the Reſo- Barnard, 
lations ſo agreed to. | | Sir Toſepb 
The chief Speakers in theſe Debates in the Committee 76. 
and upon the Report, for the Reduction, were, Sir John Mr. Worthy 
Barnard, the Maſter of the Rolls, Edward Wortley Montague, Montague, 
Eq; Fohn Howe, Eſq; Thoma, Gore, Eſq; Samuel Sandys, Mr. Howe, 
Eq: &c. And the chief Speakers againſt the Reduction Mr. Gore, 
| were Mr. Sandys, 
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Mr. Burrel, 
Mr. Holden, 
Sir Charles 
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« As the Increaſe, or rather the Revival of our:Trade, if 
one of the chief Ends intended by the Reſolutions'we h 
now agreed to, and as the Proſperity of Trade depends a 
much upon the low. Rate of Wages as upon the low Rate « 
Intereſt, I ſhall beg Leave to make you a Motion for anc 


the two Reſolutions we have now agreed to; but before IM 
make you the Motion I intend, I ſhall take the Liberty t 
make ſome Obſervations upon the Nature of Trade is ge 
neral ; and in the firſt Place, I mult obſerve, that natura 
Commodities, however valuable, by which I mean ſuch as 
are produced without any great Art or Induſtry of the Pec- 
ple, are never of any great Service to a Country, becauſe 
they maintain no great Number of Subjects, nor enrich 
many Individuals, The Gold and Silver of the $pauj& 
and Portugueſe Settlements in America are ities « 
great Value; but as they are produced by the Labour: 
Slaves, and enrich only the King and a few great-Lords, 
they have rather diminiſhed than increaſed the Power ani 
the Riches of both thoſe Kingdoms 3 the Reaſon of which 
is, becauſe they maintain no great Number of induſtrious 
Subjects, in which the Power of a Country conſiſts z and the 
Riches that belong entirely to the King, or to a few great 
Men, are generally waſted in Luxury and Extravagance, ol 
employ'd in ambitious Projects, which no way tend to the 
public Good of the Country. This prevents the Increaſe of 
natural born Subjects, and render ſuch as they have lazy, 
idle, and extravagant ; ſo that thoſe very Riches, which 
are brought in by the Labour of their Slaves, they are every 
Year obliged to ſend out, for purchaſing the N —_— 
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From hence we may ſee, Sir, that the only Commodities 
oper for ihcreaing or ſupporting the Power and the Riches 
if a Country, are thoſe which are produced by the Art 
nd Induſtry of the Inhabitants. The Production or Ma- 
ufacture, and Sale or Exchange, of ſuch Commodities is 
hat only which can properly be called Trade; and of ſuch 
(mmodities no Cor can have any great 'Quantity, un- 
rb they can ſell them cheaper than any of their Neighbours 
an ſell Commodities of the ſame Kind and Goodneſs. Now 
4 the original Materials of all ſuch Commodities are to be 
wt by the People of all Countries, at pretty near the ſame 
ice, the Difference between the Price of ſuch Commodities 
nen worked up in one Country, and the Price of them 
then worked up in another, muſt always depend upon the 
be of Labour; that is to ſay, the Wages given to Work- 
A and Servants; for no ſuch Commodities can be fold 
cheap by the People of a Country where the Wages gi- 
kn to Workmen and Servants are high, as Commodities 
the ſame Kind and Goodneſs may be ſold by the People 
fa Country where the Wages given to Workmen and 
krants are low; but in all Countries the Price of Labour, 
the Wages given to Workmen and Servants, muſt depend 
yon the Price of thofe Proviſions which are neceſlary for 
ber convenient Support; I ſay, Sir, their convenient Sup- 
ut, for even the 1 Workman muſt and will have 
me of the Conveniences of Life; and that Country where 
he aſual Price of Labour can afford the Labourers moſt of 
tt Conveniencies of Life, will always at laſt come to have 
le greateſt Number of 'Workmen, in all Sorts of Trade 
nd Manufacture. A Glut of Buſineſs, or a Scarcity of 
Jorkmen, may ſometimes occaſion the Wages of Work- 
ten and Servants to be higher in one Country than ano- 
fer; but if the Price of the Neceſſaries and Conveniencies 
Life be equal in both, the Workmen will by Degrees 
eve the Country Where Wages are low, and repair to that 
Wntry where Wages are high; by which Means the Price 
if Labour in both Countries will at laſt be brought upon a 
Wir: This will always be the Caſe where the Price of the 
Neceffaries and Conveniencies of Life is the ſame in both 
Countries ; but if the Price of the Neceſſaries and Con- 
Rniences of Life; by Accident or bad Meaſures, become 
ker in one Country than in another, and continue ſo for 
bye Time, in that Codntry where ſuch Neceſſaries and 
Wnreniencies are deareſt, the Price of Labour muſt riſe, or 
leir Workmen and 'Servatits will all leave them; for ye 
e 


» 


: 
* 


ide, er ck Ting #d are proper for fopportng der fr. 10. Oi 
. pr | | J 17 


% 
1 
0 
* 


/ 


* 


1736-75. 


at the cheapeſt Hand, nor can they bear to ſee their Fellaz 
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the Deſire to.live in their . native Country may hren 
at Home for ſome Time, and may make n 
much more ſparingly by their Labour at Home, thad the 
could do. by the ſame Labour in another Country, yet ſome 
will be every Year deſerting, win the more that have def 
the greater Encouragement will choſe , that remain have: 10 
deſert ; ſo that the Deſertion muſt neceſſarily and inevitably 
at laſt become general. erer n 

This, I ſay, Sir, will certainly, be the Event, if the Pri 

of Labour, or the Wages of Workmen, are not raiſed it 
Proportion as the Price of the Neceſſaries and Convenien 
cies of Life riſes in any Country; and if the Price of La 
bour be raiſed higher in one Country than it is in another 
we may eaſily ſee. what will be the. neceſſary;Conſequence 
As the Price of the original Materials of all Sorts.of, Com 
modities produced by the Art and Induſtry of the People, i 
pretty much the ſame in all Countries, thoſe Commoditie 
may be ſald cheaper by the People of that Country when 
the Price of Labour is cheap, than they can be by the Peopli 
of that Country where the Price of Labour is dear: the ne 
ceſſary Conſequence of which muſt be, that the former, b 
underſelling, will firſt beat the latter out of all foreign Markets 
and at laſt even out of their own home Market; ſor tho 
Country may by ſevere Laws and high Penalties, ſor ſom 
Time, prevent the Importation of thoſe foreign Commoditie 
which are of the ſame Nature with their own, yet the Ex 
cution of ſuch Laws will at laſt become ſo. grievous to the Peg 
ple, that it muſt either be neglected, or the Laws repealed ;, be 
cauſe the People cann ever be perſuaded it is a Crime to bu 
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Countrymen puniſhed for what they think no Crime 
They neither will nor can enquire into the Cauſes of tl 
Dearneſs of ſuch Commodities in their own Country, bi 
will think it proceeds from the Covetouſneſs of thoſe cat 
cerned in the Trade; therefore ſuch Laws always have pre 
duced, and always will at laſt produce Murmuxings and lt 
ſurrections among the People; ſo that the Government! 
laſt will be obliged, for the Sake of Quiet, to let the Pet 
ple buy where they beſt can; and this Liberty will put 
full Stop to any ManufaQures that may then be remainur 
among them. —There are many other Conſiderations,.9i 
which contribute towards rendering Trade more flouriſh! 
in one Country than another; ſuch as a happy Conſlitutic 
of Government, and good Laws and Cuſtoms for ſecurit 
the Liberty and Property of the Subject; a Regard Al 
Eſteem ſhewn by the Laws for Merchants and Tradeſmes 


a low Rate of the natural Intereſt of Money; and mar 
- wa others 


—— 
©. 


ht. mm 
—— 


Inn 


F * 


6467) 


hers: But this N wilb ſay, that of two, Countries alike in nog. Ou. 


all other r cee, he Trade of that Country will II. 
fouriſh. moſt where, the Price. of Labour is — and * 
where they may have the original Materials, of thoſe Com- 
nodities which are produced, by the Art and Induſtry of the 
People,, at the. cheapeſt Rate, Nay, if there be à Rival- 
lip berween, them, as. to. the Production of any ſuch Com- 
nodity,, we may on it the former will at laſt beat 
the other entire out of the Buſineſß. From hence we 
nap ſee, how ruinous it muſt be to the Trade of any 
Country, to. lay Taxes upon any Provifions that are neceſſary 
ir the convenient Suppert of their Labburers, Manu- 
kurers, or Tradeſmen or upon any of the original Ma- 
trials of thoſe Commodities which are produced by the Art 
ud Induſtry of their People: From hence we muſt ſee that 
& Trade of any ſuch, Conntry muſt neceſſarily at laſt be 
wone, if their Neighbours be in any Sort of Condition to 
ake Advantage of the Slip they have made: And from 
lence we muſt ſee, how neceſſary it is for us to take the 
paſt effeQual and the moſt immediate Meaſures for relieving 
ur People from thoſe Taxes which lie heavy, not only 
wan almaſt all Sarts of Proviſions, but upon almoſt all Sorts 
of Materials. We may make Laws againſt. Smuggling, 
„ may make Laws againſt exporting our Wool, we may 
uke Laws againſt inveigling our Workmen into foreign 
ſantries.:. Theſe are but quackiſh Remedies ; if we have 
Mind to work a thorough Cure, we muſt remove the 
(aſe, which certainly proceeds from our many heavy 
Taxes ; for none of our Workmen would go tg; foreign 
Cuntries, if they could live more conveniently. by their 
labour in this, than they could in any other ; none of our 
Nool would be exported, iſ it could be wrought up in this 
Country cheaper than in any other, eſpecially, if by our 
Treaties we took. Care to have a free Entry for our Manu- 
ktures into every Country; and no foreign Manufacture 
wald be imported upon us, if the prime Coſt were higher 
tan the ſame Sort of ManufaRure could be bought for, here 
x Home, 

| know, Sir, it has been ſaid our Taxes are no way in- 
kyportable, nor heavier in this Country than they are in 
blend or France; but if thoſe Gentlemen would compare 
le Taxes and the Methods of raifing them in this Country, 
th the Taxes and Methods of raiſing them either in 
haxce or Holland, or any other Country of Europe, they 
vill find that the Taxes in this Country are more burden- 
me upon Trade, and the Methods of raiſing them more 
lconvenient for the Merchant and Dealer, than in any 

Vor. IV. M m m Country 
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the many flouriſhing Plantations we have in the Weſt Father 
and for that” artificial Advantage which has been 
down to us from our wiſe Anceſtors, and which, Thy 


we ſhall take Care to preſerve, 1 mean the Tuptriot!Fx. 
cellence of our Conſtitution, Laws, and Cuſtoms; Lua il 
it were not fot theſe Advantages, I am convinced dur Trade 
would already have been entitely Joſt, Theſe "Advatifig: 
eſpecially our Plantations, and the great Exporte Aud * 


ports we make to and from them, have hithertꝭ pfeferwee 
our Trade and our Manufactures; but dur Plahtitions wil 
at laſt fall upon Ways and Means to furniſh thengſefwes wit 
foreign Manufactures, or with ſuch as are workeduf an 
themſelves, if they find they can do it at a much cheape 
Rate than they can have any ſuch from us; and with teſpes 
to our Imports from thente, ſuch as Sugars, Ram cc 
Skins, and the like, we may continue for many 'Years tt 
ſupply our Home Maket with ſuch Commodities from ot 
own Plantations, by means of prohibitory Laws and hip! 
Duties upon foreign Commodities of the ſame Kind but 
our preſent high Rate of Intereſt and high Duties continue 
and if the French continue to improve their Plantations fe 
Years to come, as faſt as they have done for theſe twen 
Years paſt, I am afraid it may ſoon be put out of bur Powe 
to ſupply any foreign Market with any even of thoſe Con 
modities 3 and if all foreign Markets ſhould be fhat'u 
againſt us, both with reſpect to our Home Manufactute 
and with reſpect to the Produce of our Plantation; ou 
Luxury mult either greatly diminiſh, or we ſkould ſoon has 
no Occaſion to be afraid of Foreigners drawing our Mone 
away from us, by the Sale of their Property in our Funds 
for if they could ſell that Property for any Price, which 
much to be queſtioned, they would find no Money in t 
Kingdom to draw out of it, they would be obliged to ta 
and export our Corn, Cattle, Tin, Lead, or Wool, in li 
of the Property they had ſo diſpoſed of. oath 
That the Dearneſs of Proviſions, and conſequently e 
Labour, in this Kingdom, does not proceed from Mone 
being more plenty in this Country than in Fance or Hallam 
is evident, Sir, from the natural Rate of Intereſt betwee 
Man and Man being higher in this Country than in eiths 
of the other two; and the Dearneſs of Provifions and L 
bour, in and about London, does not ſo much proceed from 
greater Plenty of Money in and about London, as from the 
Taxes'being more numerous, and more heavy, than in an 


other Part of the Kingdom; for ail Taxes are more ſtrict 
of a raiſet 
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niſed' in and about Londa than in any other Part of the 4 10. Oro. 
Kingdom; and the! Inhabitants. in and about London, even II. 1736 7. 
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thoſe- of the pooreſt Sort, are ſubject to two moſt grievous 
Taxes,” which almoſt every other Part of the Kingdom i; 
fee from t 1 mean the Tax upon Coals, and upon Ale 
Houſes by Virtue of the Pot- Act, both which fall extremely 
heavy upon the poor Labourer and Manufacturer, and muſt 
eceſſarily make both Proviſions and Labour much dearer in 
ud about London, than in any other Part of the Kingdom; 
derefore, I hope, theſe two Taxes will be among the firſt 
p be taken oft: For I muſt think the Manufacturers and 
labourers in and about London, if they are not put upon an 
equal Footing with their foreign Neighbours, ought at leaſt 
be put upon an equal Footing with their domeſtic Neigh- 
tours, eſpecially conſidering that they will be the greateſt 
uferers. by the Reduction of the Intereſt payable upon our 
yablic Funds. But there is another ſtrong Reaſon for 
wking Labour as cheap as poſſible in and about London, 
tecauſe there are many Sorts of Manufactures which cannot 
b conveniently be carried on in any Part of the Kingdom 
pin or near London, and all Ships which carry out a Cargo 
ofiſting of a great Variety. of: Sorts of Goods, properly 
ited for the foreign Market to which they are bound, 
mult take their Cargo and Departure generally from London; 
b that a great Part of our foreign Trade, as long as we 
ave any, muſt always depend upon our Exports from the 
fort of London ; and many of our homeward bound Ships 
nut come to unload the whole, or a Part of their Cargo at 
lain, before they can return to the Port from whence they 
tout: For which Reaſon. we ought, if poſſible, to render 
te Price of Proviſions, and conſequently the Price of La- 
tour, as cheap at London as it is in any Part of this King- 
wm, or in any trading Country in Europe ; at leaſt, I am 
re, we ought neither to impoſe nor continue any Tax 
wich muſt neceſſarily enhance the Price both of the one 

ud the other, ; ien 
After having thus ſhewn the neceſſary and the fatal Con- 
eqences of Taxes upon the Neceſſaries of Life, or upon 
le original. Materials proper for any Manufacture, I am 
anvinced every Gentleman that hears me will be of Opinion, 
liat as ſoon as the Intereſt payable upon our public Funds 
b reduced to 3 per Cent. we ought to annihilate ſome Part 
« the Sinking-Fund, by aboliſhing ſome of the heavy 
lues that oppreſs our poor Labourers and Manufacturers; 
kr that we — ſome ſuch cannot I think be queſtioned, 
iter what his preſent Majeſty was pleaſed to recommend 
us from the Throne but a few Years ſince. And in orde: 
M m m 2 ta 


(a8) 


Amid vo Geo. to tonvinee all thoſe without Doors that the d tar: an In- 


II. 1736 7. tention, we ought, I think, immediately to came 10 m the 
WYR. ſuch Refolution ; becaufe it will not any ite w- 
wards the Suceeſs of the Scheme we have juſt nam agreed for 
to, but it will like wiſe contribute towards ing ſome br 
of our Workmen from going Abroad, who are nom perkars Will j** 
making Preparations for that Purpoſe, and towards premier 
ing with ſome Maſters of Manufactures to continue in their Pri 
Buſineſs, who are now perhaps, through Deſpair, anſalring i thi 
to give it up. When our money d Men and other Sue 
holders ſee a ſolemn Reſolution of Parliament ſor abel tbe 
ſome of our moſt heavy Taxes, and when they:conkder ide 


great Benefit that may accrue-therefrom to our Prat; and 
the great Relief it will afford to aur Labourers an 
Manufacturers, if they have the Regard far thei 
Country, they will certainly contribute with the mere Ah 
erity towards the Succeſs of a Scheme, from which To ma 
public Benefits may be reaſonably expected ; and even th 
moſt ſelfiſh Stockholders will find in ſuch a Refolation thi 
Comfort, that if their Revenue be diminiſhed bythe R. 
duction of Intereſt, their Loſs will be in ſome Meaſure con 
penſated by the Diminution of their „ Which wil 
be the neceſſary Conſequence of -abolifhing-any of our bea 
Taxes, not only with regard to thoſe Commodities wich 
are diſcharged of the Tax, but with regard to all othef 
Sorts of Commodities; for a Fax upon any one of the N 
ceſſaries of Life muſt enhance the Price, not onhy uf all ti 
other Neceſfaries of 'Life, but likewiſe of all thoſe Fhing 
that are proper either for the Conveniency or the Lu 
of Life. Fherefore, the aboliſhing of ſome of our hea 
Taxes muſt neceſfarily leſſen the future Expence of wer 
Family in the Kingdom, eſpecially about Landon, where 20888 ©" 
Taxes are moſt ſtrictly raiſed, and moſt ſeverely felt ; ar 
conſequently a Reſolution for that Purpoſe muſt naturally 
tend towards making every Man contribute, with the mon 
Alacrity, to the Succeſs of the Scheme we have now age 
ro, | ” 
Such a Reſolution, Sir, will not only contribute to th 
Succeſs of the Scheme without Doors, but it will likewik 
contribute greatly to its Succeſs within Doors; for Im 
gonfeſs, I ſhould myſelf be very indifferentabout its Succeſ 
either within Doors or without, if I did not think that t 
aboliſhing of ſome of our heavy Taxes would be the ne 
ceſſary Conſequence of the reducing the Intereſt payab 
upon the public Funds: If the People were to receive Þ 
Benefit by ſuch Reduction, if I thought the only Advantay 


to be reaped thereby, would be the Increaſe of — | 
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vill never be religiouſly and regularly applied to the Utes 


jor leading the Nation into expenſive and unneceſſary Pro- 
jets or Meaſures; and may hereafter be made uſe of for 
ende ring ſucceſsful the moſt wicked [Purpoſes an ambitious 
Prince or a @uilty Miniſter . can invent or contrive. For 
this Reaſon, Lam ſure there are many -entlemen in both 


the paſſing af the Bill now ordered to be brought in, than 
they would otherwiſe be, if they are aſſured that the Reduc- 
tion of Intereſt will be attended with a Diminution of Taxes ; 
ud nothing can contribute more towards giving Gentlemen 
ich an Aſſurance, than a previous Reſolution of this Houſe, 
tat as ſoon as the Intereſt is reduced, ſome. of our moſt 
durdenſome Taxes will be aboliſhed:; therefore, whatever 
Geatlemen may pretend, whatever their outward Prufeſ- 
jons may be, I ſhall not eaſihy believe they are veally and 
n their Hearts for paſſing the Bill we have ordered to be 
brought in, if they are againſt the Motion I am now to 
nake. | . 
In the Debate, Sir, upon the Reſolution of the Com- 
nittee, it was, I think, made fully appear, that a Reduction 
of Intereſt would be a great Advantage to the Nation in 
general; and as theſe (Reſolutions have been agreed to by 
the Houſe, -I 'muſt conclude the Majority are of the fame 
Opinion; yet ſuch is the Selſiſnneſs of ſome Men without 
Doors, who are great Stockholders, and who conſequently 
vill be great Loſers by what has been agreed to within 
Doors, that they will not be, or will pretend they are not 
convinced of what I think is evident at firſt View. They 
tot only endeavour to convince themſelves, but they endea- 
your to convince others,. that the Nation will be no way 
benefited by what we have reſolved on, but that on the 
contrary moſt Tradeſmen and Artificers will be Loſers ; 
and the chief, nay the only Argument they make uſe of, 
or indeed can make uſe of, is, 'That we have no Deſign to 
aboliſh any of the Taxes, but only to increaſe the Sinking-Fund ; 
Thus, ſay they to Tradeſmen and Artificers, you will be no 
Gainers by this Scheme, [becauſe 'xou muſt pay the ſame 
Taxes you did before; and as our Revenue is to be leſſened, 
we mult contract our Ex pence, we cannot lay out ſo much 
Money veith you as we did before, ſo that you willibe Loſers, 
inſtead of being Gainers by the Reduction of Intereſt. 
This, Sir, is their Argument, and by means of this Argu- 
meat they may raiſe up a Spirit of Diſcontent __ — 
eople; 


vr which it was int ended ; but will always ſerve:as x Fun © 


Houſes of Parliament, who will be much more ſanguine fr 


fand, I ſhowld be very little anxious about the Succeſs ef he to. Gn. 
the Scheme; becauſe I am now fully convinced, That Fund II. 2736-7. 
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Au to. Ges. People; for it is not eaſy to perſuade the | Gerierility of 
II. 1736 7. Mankind of the Advantages they may reap by: the Redue- 
tion of | Intereſt, unleſs. they be made to ſeel ſome immediate 
Advantage by the aboliſhing of Taxes ; therefore to evade 
this Argument, and to obviate the [pernicious Deligns of 
ſuch ſelfiſh Men, we ought: now to come to 'a'Refolution, 
that as ſoon as the Reduction of Intereſt takes Place; ſome 
of the moſt heavy axes ſhall certainly be taken off: It will 
then be eaſy. for any Man, who 1s a Friend to the Scheme, 
or to his Country, to ew to every Tradeſman, Shopkeeper, 
and Labourer, that he muſt neceſſarily be a Gainer by the 
Reduction of Intereſt; and this will of courſe [reconcile 
great Numbers of People to the intended Reduction of [n- 
tereſt, and to his Majeſty's Government; at leaſt ĩt will put 
it out of the Power of thoſe who, from ſelfiſn Views, are 
Enemies to both, to raiſe any lar Diſcontent againſt 
either the one or the other. aer KF See 
From this Obſervation, Sir, I, muſt beg Leave to ſay, if 
that no Man, who is a real Friend to the Scheme, and to 
his Majeſty and his Government, can, in my Opinion, be 
againſt our agreeing to ſuch a Reſolution as I have men- 
tioned; for, however much the Affections and good Opi- 
nion of the Populace may be deſpifed by ſome Men, and 
tho' I do not think a Popularity ſhould be courted by un- 
juſtifiable Means, or by mean and imprudent Compliances, 
yet I think the Love of the People in general is what every 
Government, and every private Man, ought to,endeavour 
to obtain, and therefore, when we ſee the People miſled, or 
attempted to be miſled, we ought to take all poſſible Meaſures 
to undeceive them, or to prevent their being deceived by 
ſelfiſh and deſigning Men. However, Sir, when I ſay this, 


I would. not have it thought, that I look upon the Revilings 
or the Applauſes of a mercenary Mob, a Mob headed by WW for 
Clerks of the Treaſury and other ſuch mercenary: Creatures, WW toll 
to be any Teſtimony either of the Hatred, or the Affections the 
of the People; for ſuch Creatures I mult always look on Wl cell: 
as Enemies to the People, and ſhall always be proud o Tra 
meriting their Reſentment. nge hl tree 
I think, Sir, I need not add any thing further for ſhewin ſhall 
the Reaſonableneſs and the Neceſſity of the Reſolution than 
have mentioned; therefore I ſhall conclude with making you Wl proc 
this Motion, to reſolve, That this Houſe will, as ſoon, &c. Wh com 
(as before mentioned.”) tend 


To this is was anſwered in Subſtance as follows, vix. - 
S1R, 5 aac 
I ſhalt readily agree with the Hon. Gentleman who has WU "ant 


made you this Motion, that Taxes upon the > or Wl 
| on- 
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Convenieneiey of Life muſt:Intreaſe che Price of Labour, Au ro. CM. 
ind that it would be a great Advantage to the Trade of this II. 2 
and 1 great Relief to the People, if we could 


* 


Country, J 
dali Home-of Our molt heavy Faxes ; but'I'cannotagy 
with him in xhinteing, that the Taxes in this Kingdom are 
nore burdenſome upon Trade, or the. Methods H raiſing 
them more inconvenient for the Merehant and Dealer, than 
n an of our neighbouring Countries; and much leſe can 
lagtee with him, that it is either proper or neceſſary-for 
1j to come to any immediate Reſolution; to aboliſh ſome 
ur moſt heavy Taxes, as ſeon as the Intereſt of all the 
tional / redeemable Debt ſnall be reduced to 3 per Cent. 
vr Anu, -T-wiſh the Hon. Gentleman had been at ſome 
more Paits/to-ſhew us how the Taxes in this Kingdom are 
nore burdenſome upon Trade, or the Methods of raiſing 
them more Inconvenient for the Merchant and Dealer, than 
n any of our neighbouring Countries; for theſe are Fats 
thich, I- thinle, deſerve ſome Proof, and if an/ ſuch 
Thing had been attempted, ſome Methods might have been 
bund for ſhewing wherein he was miſtaken; for to a ſim ple 
lrerment of à Fact, without one Proof or one Argument 
for enforcing the Belief of it, no Anſwer can be made but 
contrary: Averment; and in this, with reſpe& to France 
it leaſt, I am ſure I may be jaltified ; for all their Taxes 
re not only impoſed but raiſed in an arbitrary Manner; 
ind as moſt of their Taxes are farmed by Merchants and 
Dealers, their Pebple are not only loaded with the Tax; 
but oppreſſed with a Monopoly, which thoſe Farmers 
have generally the Addreſs to get into their own Hands; 
ty means of the Privileges they enjoy, as Farmers 
of that particular” Branch of the Revenue. In Holland, 
indeed, * the peculiar Nature of their Country makes it 
nore eaſy for them to raiſe their Taxes, than it is 
poſſible for us to raiſe any Tax we can impoſe; but in 
the main their Taxes are much heavier upon the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, and conſequently more burdenſome to 
Trade, than they are in any Part of this Country, not 
cxcepting the City of London itſelf; where the Taxes, I 
ſhall grant, are more ſtrictly raiſed; and are more numerous, 
tan in any other Part of the Kingdom; but this does not 
proceed from any Partiality towards the reſt of the King» 
dom: It proceeds from the Nature of Things, which 
tenders it impoſſible to raiſe the Taxes ſo ſtrictly, or to 
impoſe ſo many, in any other Part of the Kingdom, as in 
Lido, and within the Bills of Mortality ; and this Diſad- 
lantage is fully made good to the Inhabitants in and about 
laden, byvits being the Metropolis of the Kingdom, and 
the 


\ 
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(hls Houſe, upon the preſent Occafion, to come to any ſuch Sine 10 G 

Reſolution as has been F 0 L 

1 Sir, and the — who moved 

is Queſtion is very ſenſible, no Parliament has ; 
— Power or Authority over a future Parliament, nor can 
the Reſolution of one Seffion be a Tye or Obligation upon 
any ſacceeding Seffion. The Event which the Reſolution 

poſed relates to, is an Event which cannot poſſibly 
— during this Seffion : It is impoſſible to ſuppoſe that 
during this Seffion the Intereſt upon all our public Funds 
tan be reduced to 3 per Cent. therefore our reſolving what 
ſhall be done when that Event happens, is undertaking for a 
future Seſſion, which we have no Power over, nor can 
to preſcribe to. For this Reaſon, if the Intention of the 
Reſolution be to encourage our public Creditors to come in 
ind ſabſcribe their reſpective Debts at 3 per Cent. I muſt 
beg leave to ſay it is in ſome meaſure a ſort of fraudulent 
lntention, becauſe it is offering them a Conſideration which 
we have no Power to offer; it is making them a Promiſe 
which we cannot fulfil, nor oblige any ſucceeding Seſſion to 
fulfil ; and T hope this Houſe will always be ſo careful of 
ts Honour, as never to come to any Reſolution or Deter- 
nination, that may bear the leaſt Imputuation of being any 
my fraudulent or deceitful. 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, we had a Power to reſolve or determine 
what ſhall be done by any future Seſſion, yet upon the pre- 
ſent Occaſion we ought to avoid coming to any ſuch Reſolu- 
ton or Determination, as what is now propoſed ; becauſe 
twill be looked on as a ſort of threatning, It is a fort 
of public Declaration that the Nation ſhall never be freed 
tom any of its Taxes, till the public Creditors agree to 
cept of 3 per Cent. for the Money due to them, but that 
t ſhall be freed from ſome of its moſt heavy Taxes, as ſoon 
they agree to accept of that Intereſt. By ſuch a Decla- 
ation, what an unlucky Circumſtance ſhall we put all our 
Creditors in! They muſt give up a fourth Part of their 
Revenue, which many of them can very ill ſpare, they 
buſt accept of a lower Intereſt for their Money than any 
ther Man in the Kingdom has, or they muſt expoſe them- 
elves to the Malice and Reſentment of the People in general; 
for upon their Refuſal every Man in the Kingdom would 
bok upon them as the Caule of all the Taxes he pays, and 
erery unfortunate Man would look upon them as the Au- 
lors of his Miſery. Nor does it ſignify any thing to ſay, 
that thoſe who do not chuſe to accept of, or cannot live upon 
per Cent. for their Money, may ſell out and employ their 
Money where they beſt can; for if many of them ſhould 

Vor. IV. Nun reſolve 
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4 Ang 10. Geo. reſolve to ſell out, it would ſoon. bring the Price of _ A 


II. 1736-7. one of our Funds below Par, and then they would be redy; reſ 
ae to the hard Neceſſity of loſing a Part of their Capital, fdt 
or of taking ſuch an Intereſt as the Public ſhould be pleaſes Wl ”* 
to give them. After ſuch a public Declaration therefore, 0 
molt, of thoſe who are now. the Creditors of the Public, Lo 
muſt neceſſarily remain ſo, and if. they do, they muſt either Wl !* 
accept of 3 per Ce nt. or they muſt expoſe. themſelves to the Do 
Malice. and Reſentment of the whole Nation, Which is a U 
Circumftanee no wiſe Man would chufe ; and fort this Rea. de 
ſon 1 myſt look upon the Reſolution propoſed, as a fort of Th 
threatening and frightening our Creditors into the accepting Wil ©" 
of 3 per Cent. which is a fort of Treatment I ſhall never, Red 
for any Confideration, agree to. + L 
This, Sir, is a Method of treating our public Creditors, Con 
which I hope we ſhall never have the leaſt Occaſion for ; WW” \ 
and in order to prevent the Nation's being of Opinion that g 
they can never be freed from Taxes, unleſs the. Intereſt Ce. 
upon all our public Funds be reduced to 3 per Cent. and Reſc 
conſequently to prevent any public Creditor from incurring WW" 
the Reſentment of the People for refuſing to accept of that Wi Lie 
Intereſt, I muſt beg Leave to put you in Mind, that tho the P. 
Intereſt of our public Funds be never reduced below what © 
it is at preſent, yet if our Taxes be continued, and the Te 
Sinking-Fund regularly applied, the People may be freed Ee 
from all their Taxes, except ſuch as are neceſſary for the de. 
current Service, in about 24 Vears, ſuppoſing our Debts to Fe 
be 48 Millions, and the annual Amount of the Sinking - Fund Ton 
to be 1, 200, ooo J. And that if it ſhould be thought for eop 


the Benefit of the Nation to aboliſh ſome of our heavy towe 

Taxes, before our Debts be wholly paid off, we may now 10 

o it without any Reduction of Intereſt, and yet leave a” th 
| very conſiderable Sinking - Fund remaining for the Payment 

| of a Part of our Debts yearly : Nay, all the Advantage we 

can expect by the great Reduction propoſed, is only an Ad- 

dition of about 400,000 J. a Year to the Sinking-Fund, 

| and that Addition we ſhall acquire in leſs than 8 Years, 

- without any Reduction of Intereſt, or threatening our pub. 

| lic'Creditors with the public Reſentment ; ſo that in leſs thar 

| 8 Years Time we ſhall be in as good a Condition ſo 

1 aboliſhing Taxes, and may aboliſh as many of them, with 

| out any ſuch Reduction, as we can do at preſent, ſuppoling 

4# ſuch a Reduction were already brought about: From a 

which I muſt conclude, that, with reſpect to the aboliſhing 

of Taxes, it is no Matter of any great Moment to the 

People, whether the Reduction takes Place or not. 


I ſhall readily grant, Sir, that the Reducing of the [ate 
re 
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ell upon our Funds from 4 to 3 per Cent. would be a con- Aung 10: Gre. 
jderable Saving to the Public; but to pretend that the II. 1536-3! 
toliſhing' of "Taxes equal in Value to that Reduction, aa, 
yould be a Compenſation to the public Creditors for the 4 
Loſs of one fourth Part of their yearly Revenue, is what 
[am not a little ſurprized at; for the aboliſhing of the 
Duties upon Candles and Soap would amount almoſt to the 
all Value of what we could fave by the Reduction; and to 
pretend that the ſaving of 1 4. a Pound upon Candles, and 
Three-halfpence a Pound upon Soap, would be a Compen- 
ation to a Man who loſes 100 J. a Year or more by the 
ReduRtion, is ſomething very extraordinary. But ſuppoſe 
| hould admit that the Saving in one Way would be a 
Compenſation' for the Loſs in the other, that Compenſation 
; what we have no Power to promiſe, and therefore we 
aught not to propoſe it as an Inducement for any of our 
(reditors to accept of 3 per Cert. nor ought we by any 
Reſolution to give them Hopes of its being a Compenſation 
they will certainly meet with; for I am ſure, in private 
lie, it would not be reckoned very honourable for a Man 
tpromiſe, or ſo much as inſinuate, a Reward or Compen- 
ktion, which he had no Power to give; and as in all our 
Proceedings we have been, ſo I hope we always ſhall be as 
ralous of our Honour, as any private Man can or ought to 
he | 


For this Reaſon, Sir, we ought not to make any ſuch 
Promiſe, or propoſe any ſuch Compenſation, even tho' the 
People without Doors were ſo far miſtaken about the 
tower of Parliament, as to imagine the Reſolutions of one 
&fion were binding upon every ſucceeding Seſſion; but 
u the People without Doors are fully apprized of the 
Extent of our Power, as it is generally known without 
Doors, as well as within, that no Reſolution of this Seſſion, 
an lay an indiſpenſable Obligation upon any future Seſſion 
lterefore we cannot expect that the Reſolution now pro- 
wled, or any ſach Reſolution, can any way contribute to 
the Revival of our Trade, the Succeſs of the Scheme now 
tefore us, or the rendering the People better, or more gene- 
ally well affected towards his Majeſty and his Govern- 
nent, than they are at preſent. On the contrary, I believe 
twould have a quite contrary Effect, with regard to every 
me of theſe three Purpoſes; becauſe it would give the 
frople without Doors a mean Opinion of our Proceedings, 
ad the Enemies to the Scheme would not fail to repreſent 
wh a Reſolution in the moſt ridiculous Light. 

From hence, Sir, I mult beg leave to differ ſo far from 
de Hon. Gentleman, as to think, that no Gentleman, wha 
Nnn2 is 


4 10. Geo. is a real Friend to our Trade, or to the Scheme, or to his 
H.1736-9. Majeſty and his Government, will be for agreeing to the 


WY 


(468 )\ K 


Reſolution : I am ſure, if the Hon, Gentleman 
view'd it in ſame Light I do, he would never have 
offered it to the Houſe : And I muſt ſay, I have the Pleaſure 
to think, that neither of the Ends pro ſtands in need 
of any ſuch Reſolution. Our Trade is now, I believe, in 
as flouriſhing a CE = — it _ tho' it 
might perhaps be incr y an Diſcharge 
— — Taxes, yet it could not be ſaid to be revived! 
even by the Diſcharge itſelf, and much leſs by an infigni 
cant Reſolution for that Purpoſe. Then as to the Succeſs 
of the Scheme, if the natural Intereſt of Money upot 
blic Securities be at 3 ger Cent. it will take Ee of 
itſelf, without any ſuch lution; and if the natural [n 
tereſt of Money be at 4, I am convinced no Gentleman 0 
this Houſe would defire to make uſe of Threats, or emp 
Promiſes, in order to induce the public Creditors to accept 
of 3. And laſtly, as to the Affections of the People towgre 
his Majeſty and his Government, I hope they are alread 
ſo well and ſo generally eſtabliſhed by the Wiſdom anc 
Juſtice of his Majeſty's Conduct, that they ſtand in no neec 
of a Support from any Reſolution of Parliament; I am ſur 
every — of this Houſe would be ſorry to think 
they depend upon ſuch a precarious Foundation as the 
Reſolution now before us, which may be rendered aborti 
not only by the Diſappointment of the Scheme, but 
the next Seſſion's not being of the ſame Opinion with thi 
reſent. =, 
8 I ſhall conclude, Sir, with obſerving, that Gentlemen 
generally too fond of their own Schemes: Our Scheme 
are like our Children; we often conceive much greater and 
more certain Hopes of their Succeſs, than can reaſonab 
be expected. For my Part, as the Scheme is none of mine 
as ] had no Share in its Conception, I am ſo far from being 
certain of its Succeſs, that I am not a little ſuſpicious of ov 
meeting with a Diſappointment ; therefore, I muſt Min 
our agreeing to the Reſolution now before us, would be 
ſort of Reckoning without one's Hoſt : I muſt think it wil 


be Time enough for us to come to a Reſolution to aboliſii nels, 
ſome of our axes, when we ſee the Scheme has take rich 
Effect; for if we ſhould now come to ſuch a previaus Reſoſſ i er 
lution, and the Scheme ſhould afterwards prove altogetbe have 
abortive, the whole World would laugh at our Precipitavcy Wl they 
for which Reaſon I ſhall give my Negative to the Oel flten 
tion.“ | 

mene 


The Reply was to the Effect as follows, viz. 812 
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SIR, ( 


« | am a good deal ſurprized to hear it ſaid, that no Proofs 
Arguments have been offered for ſhewing that the Taxes 
q this Kingdom are more burdenſome upon Trade, and 
gore inconvenient for the Merchant and Dealer, than in 
py of our neighbouring Countries. This, I fay, I am a 


many Clear Proofs 


cannot have 
therefore I 
hall not give you the Trouble of repeating them. But 1 
annot comprehend what the Honourable Gentleman means 
y Exciſes in Holland or France, for I never heard of a 
(auger or Exciſeman in either of thoſe Countries; and upon 
laquiry, I believe, it will appear, that none of their Taxes 
ve levied in that Manner. As for the Farmers in France, 
do not ſee how they can ſet up any Monopoly; becauſe 
hey are often changing; and as every Dealer knows what 
Duty he is to pay upon any Commodity he has a Mind to 
tal in, the Farmers can binder no Man from dealing in 
vhat he pleaſes, and conſequently can ſet up no oppreſſive 
Monopoly: Beſides, as the Farmers are always they who 
ier the moſt Money, they cannot always be either Mi- 
titers or the Creatures of Miniſters, and therefore would 
certainly be called to Account, if they ſhould concert Mea- 
ures for oppreſſing the People. 

Our Travellers, Sir, who make but very ſuperficial En- 
quiries into the Manners or Cuſtoms of any Country they 
paſs th rough, may perhaps imagine the People in France 
or Holland are more heavily, or more oppreffively taxed, 
thn the People of this Kingdom, becauſe they hear the 
People complain there as well as they do here; but any 
Gentleman who underſtands theſe Things, and has made a 
proper Enquiry, may ſoon be convinced of the contrary ; 
ud as for the other Countries of Europe, they have not, 
us true, ſuch Numbers of rich Merchants, Maſters of Ma- 
ufactures, and Maſter Tradeſmen as we have in this Country, 
which is the Reaſon that many of their Poor live in Idle- 
tefs, or ſtarve for mere Want, becauſe there are few or no 
nch Merchants or Maſters in the Country, that have Money 
employ them; but in all Countries, where the Poor 
tave any Employment, they are pretty near equally poor: 
they neither get nor expe more than a comfortable Sub- 
litence by their Labour, and if you enhance the Means of 
that Subſiſtence, by Taxes upon the Neceſſaries or Conve- 
uencies of Life, their Maſters muſt increaſe their Ewe 
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ſo that all Taxes fall at laſt upon the Maſters, foreigi « 
domeſtic, who mult pay for that Increafe of Wages in the 
Price of Goods they purchaſe; but the Differenee is, that 


a Tax laid directly upon the | Maſter, _ prevents hi 
growing rich ſo fait, or makes him live leſs luxuriouſly, but 
does not enhance the Price of your ManufaQtures; wheres 
a Tax laid upon thoſe Things, that are neceflary for the 


Support of the Poor, enhances the Price of Labour, and 


conſequently raiſes the Price of all your ManufaQures bott 
for domeſtic and foreign Sale, which at laſt ruins your Trade 
Therefore, if the Poor of this Kingdom be more heayij 
taxed than the Poor in any other Country of Carpe, iti 
what ought to be remedied as ſoon as poſlible'; it is what 
will give that Country a great Advantage over us, if the 
ſhould ever begin to apply themſelves to Trade, which 
every Country of Europe is now aiming at as much as the 
_ | | 8 
As for the City of Lonabn, Sir, it is indeed, the Centre 
of all Buſineſs in our Dominions, therefore, it may be 
called the Heart of our Trade; and I am fare, if our Trade 


has an Oppreſſion at the Heart, it cannot be expetted it 


will thrive in any Part of the Body. I am far from think 
ing it a good Reaſon, why the Inhabitants of London, and 
within the Bills of Mortality, ſhould be taxed more heavily 
than any other Part of the Kingdom, becauſe they can bear 
it; for I think na Part of the Kingdom ſhould be taxed, 
at leaſt in Time of Peace, near ſo heavily as they can bear. 
As we have in Lendon great Numbers of idle and extrava 
gant People every Year crowding in upon us from all Parts 
of the Country, for the Sake of Buſineſs, Preferment, or 
Pleaſure, this Concourſe mult neceſſarily enhance the Price 
of Proviſions upon the Laborious and Induſtrious, which is 
a Diſadvantage at leaſt equal to any Advantage they may 
reap from their City's being the Metropolis of the King- 
dom, and the Centre of all Trade and public Buſineſs: 


But if it ſkouid be thought proper to lay heavier Taxes 


upon the Inhabitants of London and within the Bills of 
Mortality, thoſe additional, Taxes ought to be laid upon 
the Luxuries and Pleaſures of Life, and not upon the Food 
and Raiment of the Poor, ſuch as Leather, Salt, and com- 
mon Beer; nor upon thoſe Things that are neceſſary for 
worxing up every Sort of Manufacture, ſuch as Coals, Soap, 

and Candles, 6 
I am ſorry, Sir, to hear it ſaid in this Houſe, that our 
People are more idle and extravagant than the People of 
any neighbouring Country; and I am ſtill more ſorry to 
gay, that I am afraid there is too much Ground for ſuch 
| nations 
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ntiona! Reſtetion but that very, Idleneſs and Extrava · Arno 10. G | 
ance has been introduced among our People by the Mul- II. 1946-74 

ide of Taxes they groan under; for the Levying of thoſe 4, AY 

ſzxes has created ſuch a great Number of ſmall Poſts. and © 
ile Employments, that vaſt Numbers of our Tradeſmen 

ad Dealers ſpend their Time idly and extravagantly, in 

Hopes of obtaining one of theſe Poſts or Employments 
ud our People every Day ſee, ſuch Numbers of idle and 
atavagant, Fellows well, provided for, by Means of theſe 
ts and Employments, that the Spirit of Idleneſs and Ex- 
magance becomes every, Day more univerſal ; for as ſuch 
fellows are generally what we; in Imitation of the French, 

al boon Companions, they are mighty uſeful Men in thoſe _—O 
fairs, whieh moſt certainly entitle a Man to a Poſt or o 
inployment ; ſo that after they have ruined themſelves by | 
teir Idleneſs and Extravagance, their Neighbours ſeg, them 
kter provided for, and enabled to live more handſomely, 
han ever they did before, or could ever expect to live by 
neſt Induſtry or uſeful Labour: This encourages Hundreds 
pfollow their Example, and; makes the Diſtemper ſpread 
ike a Plague over the whole Kingdom ; whereas, if Beg- 
pry and Starving were the certain Conſequences of Idle- 
xs and Extravagance, every ſuch Fellow would be an 
ample and a Terror to his Neighbours, which would 
lighten moſt of them from following any ſuch Courſes. 
ferhaps, Sir, ſome Gentleman that hears me, may look. | 
won this as an ill- grounded Speculation 3 but in Con- = 
imation of what I ſay, if Lam rightly informed, there is | | 
wy a little Borough in a Northern County, hot very far = 
lltant from London, in which I am told, there is hardly one 
iriving Merchant, Tradeſman, or Shopkeeper, to be met 
nth ; for ſo many of them have already been provided for 
V means of ſome public. Poſt. or Employment, that all the 
xt expect the ſame good Fortune, and every one, by living 
le or extravagantly, ſpends more than be gets by his 
* in Hopes of being ſoon provided for in another 
Thus, Sir, we ſee that, with reſpe& to our Trade, our 
Taxes are like, a two-edged Sword, they cut both. Ways, i 
bey not only enhance the Price of Labour, but they di- ix 
liniſh the Number of our Labqurers ; and when we ſee = 
lis, ſuppoſing the Taxes in this Kingdom to be no more | 
burdenſome upon Trade, nor the Methods of raiſing them 
tore inconvenient for the Merchant and Dealer, than the 
laxes in any other Country, of Europe, can we make it a 
Weſtion, whether or no we ought to take the firſt Oppor- 
unity for aboliſhing ſome of them ? But when ut has been 
made 
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Parliament cannot by any (Reſolution, no not even by AR 
of Parliament, legally bind another; for no Act can be 
ſed by one Parliament, but what may be repealed by 
another; at leaſt no Man can legally queſtion their Power: 
But will any Man fay, that a future Parliament may not in 
Juſtice and Honour be bound by a former? Does not the 
Security our public Creditors have for their reſpective Debts 
depend upon this Maxim only? We muſt theiefore grant, 
that the Acts or Reſolutions of any one Seſſion, by which 
foreign States, or private Men, Natives or Foreigners, are 
induced to lend Money, or conclude any Tranſaction, to 
or with our Government, are in Juſtice and Honour binding 
upon every future Seſſion ; and that no future Parliament 
can repeal ſuch Acts, or do any Thing contrary to ſuch 
Reſolutions, ſo as to injure any of the Parties contracting 
upon the Authority of thoſe Acts or Reſolutions. From 
ſuch Enga gements nothing can ſet us free but that ſupreme 
Law, the Safety of the People. For this very Reaſon, I 
im for agreeing to the Reſolution now propoſed, in order 
that we may bind future Parliaments as much as we can, 
and in a Manner oblige them to aboliſh ſome of our Taxes, 
2s ſoon as the Intereſt upon all our Funds is reduced to 3 
jer Cent. by making it appear upon our Journals, that the 
Aboliſhing ſome of our Taxes was the Condition upon 
which our Creditors agreed, and the Conſideration which 
induced them to agree to accept of 3 per Cent. Intereſt. 
Has any Man pretended, Sir, that the Advantage arifing 
from aboliſhing our Taxes upon Soap and Candles, or any 
other Commodity, will be a full Recompence to every one 
of dar Creditors for the Loſs he may ſuſtain by the Re- 
duction of Intereſt ? No, Sir; no ſuch Pretence has been 
et up by any Gentleman within theſe Walls: The princi- 
pal Recompence our Creditors are to expect, ariſes from 
the Advantage which will accrue from ſuch an Abolition 
to the Generality of the Nation; and to every one of 
them, who has any Regard for his Country, this will of 
ſelf appear to be a full Recompence. But to talk in the 
moſt ſelfiſh and moſt mercenary Manner, the Aboliſhing of 
the Duties upon Soap and Candles only, will be a full, or 
very near a full Compenſation to all our public Creditors 
Who have not above 1000 J. Stock, and have Families to 
maintain or provide for ; becauſe the Duties upon Soap and 
Candles have raiſed their Price at leaſt double the Value 
of the Duties; therefore the Taking off of thoſe Duties 
wil be a Saving of 2 4. a Pound upon Candles, and 3 d. a 
Pound upon Soap for every Pound a. Man buys, or that is 
Vor. IV. O Oo o bought 
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in my Way of Thinking, can proceed from nothing but 
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no 0 Gee, bought for his Account; which will not only be an ow 


diate Saving in the Expence of his Family, but will gi- 
miniſh the Price of almoſt every Thing he is oblige to 
purchaſe for the Uſe of his Family. Our Stockholders 
therefore, who have but 1000 /. or under, and have Families 
to maintain, can be no Loſers by the Reduction of Intereſt, 
ifall the Taxes mentioned in the former Debate ſhould be 
taken off; and ſuch Stockholders are, I think, the only tereſt 
Perſons, who have or deſerve any Share of our C n. a 
« As for the Argument made uſe of againſt the Reſolution, Wl *! 
That it will appear to be fraudulent or deceitful, I think, | 
Sir, I have already fully anſwered it, by ſhewing we have a ad | 
Power to promiſe ſuch a Compenſation or Conſideration, 
and that future Parliaments will be bound in Honour and ( 
Juſtice to make good that Promiſe; and to pretend, that 
the Reſolution implies a ſort of Threatening the public 
Creditors with national Reſentment, is an Argument that, 


a molt contemptible Opinion of the Knowledge and Un 
derſtanding of moſt Men in the Nation. Does not ei 
Man of common Underſtanding know, that the greateſt 


Part of the Taxes he pays, excepting the Land and Malt '1 
Tax, goes towards the Payment of the Principal or Intereſt 3 
of our Debts? And can any ſuch Man ſuppoſe, that he * 
will get free from any Part of thoſe Taxes till we get 
free of a great Part of that Debt, or at feaſt of ſome * 
Part of the Intereſt payable upon that Debt? The 
[Reſolution therefore can bring no Reſentment upon our pub * 
lic Creditors, becauſe it communicates nothing to the Pec K 
ple but what they were before fully apprized of. We may ul 
tis true, annihilate the whole Sinking- Fund, if we pleaſe 1 
by aboliſhing ſeveral of our Taxes, and remain ſubje& tor | 1 
ever to the * Debt we now owe, and the ſame Intere x 
we now pay; but will any Gentleman ſay we ought to dt Mod, 
ſo, or that it is confiſtent with the public Good to do10 — 
It ie, in my Opinion, ſo far otherwiſe, that I ſhould not be 4 S 
for annihilating any Part of our Sinking-Fund, or aboliſh Mice 
ing any of our Taxes, before a total Diſcharge "from ou |. | 
Debts, if the preſent unlucky Circumſtances of our In. re 
did not neceſſarily require it; becauſe every Shilling pal Abo 
for Intereſt is fo much abſolutely loſt to the Nation, being he Þ 
a ſort of Expence from which the Nation never did, nt — 
ever can reap any Benefit; but as this Loſs will not be 1c = 
grievous to the Nation, when the Intereſt is reduced to 3 — 
per Cent. as when it ſtands at 4, therefore we may then, n 


the Sake of our Trade, annihilate a Part of the Sinking 
Fund, tho' we cannot in common Prudence, even for uus 
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@ke of our Trade, do any ſuch Thing, while the Intereſt fo 10. Coe. 


continues at 4 per Cent. But upper, Sir, it were conſiſtent II. I 


with the public Good, to aboliſh ſome of our Taxes, and 
thereby annihilate a Part of the Sinking Fund, before the 
teduRtion of Intereſt, tis certain we could not then for ſe- 
feral Years be in ſo good a Condition for reducing the In- 
tereſt payable upon our public Funds, as we are at preſent ; 
which is a ſtrong additional Argument for not attempting 
uy ſuch Thing till that Intereſt be reduced; and tis like- 
wiſe certain, we cannot now reduce ſo many of our Taxes, 
nd leave ſo large a Sinking-Fund remaining, as we might 
lo, if the Intereſt upon our Funds were reduced to 3 
Cent. In the former Caſe, if we ſhould aboliſh the Duties 
won Soap and Candles only, we ſhould reduce the Sinking- 
Fund to 800,000 /. per Annum, whereas in the latter, we 
nay aboliſh not only the Duties upon Soap and Candles, 
hut likewiſe the Duties on Coals, the Duty on Leather or 
Hides, and the late Tax on the Victuallers in London and 
vithin the Bills of Mortality, and yet leave very near the 
kme yearly Sum remaining for the Sinking-Fund. 

Thus, Sir, we ſee there is a very material Difference be- 
tween what we may do as Intereſt ſtands at preſent, and 
what we might do if Intereſt were reduced to 3 per Cent. 
but to ſay we ſhall be in as good a Condition 8 Years hence 
to aboliſh ſome of our Taxes, tho” Intereſt ſhould ſtand for 
il that Time at 4 per Cent. as we ſhould be at preſent if it 
were reduced to 3, is ſomething very extraordinary. Sure- 
„Gentlemen who talk ſo, do not conſider, what a vaſt 
dum the People of this Nation would fave in 8 Years Time, 
by the immediate Aboliſhing of Taxes to the Amount of 
$00,000 /. a Year, In the former Debate, it was com- 
puted, that the groſs Produce of our Taxes, which is the 
zam raiſed yearly upon the People, is near double the nett 
Produce coming into the Exchequer ; and the Accounts 
ying upon our Table will juſtify this Computation : Then 
to this if we add the Loſs People are at, by the advanced 
Price of the Commodity, upon which the Duty is laid, 
w#lich, with reſpe& to ſmall Duties, is in many Caſes near 
double the Duty; I am ſure I may reckon that, by the 
boliſhing of Taxes to the Amount of 800,000 J. a Year, 
de People of this Nation will fave in their yearly Ex- 
rence at leaſt 1,200,000 J. a Year; and an Annuity of 
1,200,000 J. a Year for 8 Years, at 4 per Cent. Compound 
Intereſt, amounts to above eleven Millions, which is a 
aving, I think, deſerves to be _— by every Gentle- 
nan who has a Senſe of the Sufferings of the People. 
leldes this Advantage which the, People will reap by an 

Ooo 2 immediate 
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pet BEL. "9 
Anm. 10. Ces im nediate Reduction of Intereſt and Abolition of Taxee, ir 
II. x-35-7. "tis more than probable our Taxes will not produce ſo much Wi in! | 
Rs Yearly at the End of 8 Yeurs, as they do at preſent,” if Will of fo 
Things ſhould remain for that whole Time upon the pre. Wl to cn 

ſent Footing ; becauſe, if our Trade be upon the Dechne 
the People will not only be decreafing in their Number, s bir 
but will be every Year growing poorer : In either of which much 
Caſes there will not be ſuch a Conſumpt of thoſe Com. Wl Debt 
modities upon which the Taxes are raiſed, which muſt ne. Wi is rea 
ceſſarily diminiſh the Produce of each of them; and if t for ir 
the ſame Time, we ſhould then be engaged in a War, the think 
yearly Produce of the Sinking Fund may happen to be the Vi 
worth little or nothing; in which Caſe, we ſhall then be in WY your 
no Condition either to reduce the Intereſt payable upon our WY 45 th 


public Funds, or to aboliſh any of our Taxes. .. be a 

From what I have ſaid, Sir, it will appear, that if the which 
People continue under all their preſent Taxes for any Num. laduc 
ber of Years longer, it is probable they muſt continue un-. 3 fer 
der them̃ for ever, or at leaſt as long as they are able to «V 


pay them, and if that ſhould be their unhappy Fate, we v me 
may expect they will not only ſhew a Reſentment, but that man | 
it will at laſt break forth into Rage. However, it is exi- of hi 
dent that neither their Reſentment nor their Rage will be and | 
owing to this Reſolution, but to the Injuries and Oppreſſons vill c 
they feel; and if the public Creditors are entirely paſſive, I the 
if they are not active in concertipg Meaſures, as has been had n 
threatned, for preventing the good Effects of the Scheme what 
we have agreed to, the Reſentment of the People will be frit 0 
no way directed againſt the Creditors, but againſt tholeWll they t 
who ſhall be found to have miſapplied that Fund, which they : 
EE. | was appointed for paying them off, and for relieving the de S« 
. Nation from Taxes. The Conſequences may, indeed, be to the 
* | fatal to the public, Creditors, with regard to the *Deby dt elt 
to them; becauſe, if the Nation ſhould by ſuch Means be th | 
brought into Confufion, that Confuſion may prevent its be to us 
ing ever in our Power to pay them any Part of their e ball 


maining Principal or future Intereſt ; but that Loſs will ariſe Th 
not from the Scheme we have agreed to, nor from the Re Moti 
ſolution propoſed, but from the bad Succeſs of both'; and Th 


this [ hope every one of the public Creditors Will take par Varna 
ticular Notice of, and will' therefore join heartily in pro Alder 
moting the Succeſs of the Scheme, inſtead of concert Eg; | 


leaſures for its Defeat. "Ir Lord 
As all the Arguments made uſe of for ſhewing that the T 
Reſolution now propoſed, can neither contribute to the On 


Revival or Support of our Trade, call it which you wil to the 
nor to the Succeis of the Scheme, nor to reconciling 12 a Bill 
| eee 
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and be Government ; I ſay, as all the Arguments made | 5 
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of for this Purpoſe depend upon its pot being in our Power 
to engage for, or bind any future Parliament, I have fully 
uſwered them already, by ſhewing that it is in 6ur Power 
0 bind a future Parliament, to the Aboliſhing of Taxes, as 
nuch as it is in our Power to bind them to the Paying of a 
Debt; and as the Aboliſhing of ſome of our heavy Taxes 
b really in itſelf a valuable Conſideration, and ſufficient _ 2 
for inducing our Creditors to come into the Scheme, I * 
think we ought to agree to the Reſolution, on Purpoſe tate 
the World may fee, that a future Parliament cannot in Ho- 
your and Juſtice refuſe to aboliſh ſome of the Taxes, as ſoon 
zs the Intereſt is reduced to 3 per Cent. becauſe. it would 
he a defrauding the public Creditors of the Conſideration 
which was promiſed them, and which was the principal 
luducement for their agreeing ſo unanimouſly to accept of 
Cent. for their Money. | 
With reſpe& to the Scheme itſelf, Sir, it ſigniſies nothing 
tome who was the Author of it; but if the Hon. Gentle- 
man had no Share in its Conception, I am ſure he or ſome 
of his Friends have added a very conſiderable Limb to it, 
and ſuch a Limb too, that if any Miſcarriage happens, it 
will certainly be owing to that Limb which they have added, 
If they had propoſed no Improvement or Addition, if they 
had not in fome Meaſure obliged Gentlemen to agree to = 
what they propoſed, I am convinced the Scheme as it was 2 „ 
firſt offered would have had the wiſhed · ſor Sceceſs; and if | 
they think that what they have added will render it abortive, 
they are in the right to diſown their being the Authors of _ 
the Scheme ; but that will not prevent People's imputing 0 
to them the whole Blame of the Miſcarriage. However, - — I, 
as I think the Scheme, even as it ſtands now, may meet 
vita Succeſs, and as I think the Reſolution now propoſed : 
to us will very much contribute to that Succeſs, therefore I | 
ſhall be for agreeing to it.” 1 2 
The Debate being over, the Queſtion was put upon the 2 * 
Motion, and carried in the Negative by 200 to 142. | * 
The principal Speakers in this Debate were, Sir Jabn 
Barnard, George Lyttelton, Eſq; Samuel Sandys, Eiſq;' Mr. 
alderman Perry, William Pultney, Eſq; and George Speke, 
Eq; for the Motion; and Thomas Winnington, Eſq; the 
Lord Baltimore, Walter Plumer, Eſq; and Sir Robert Wal- 
fole, againſt it. 14-0 | 
On Friday the 22d of April, Sir Jobn Barnard preſented | 
to the Houſe, according to their Order before mentioned, 4? 
a Bill for redeeming all the public Funds — by 3 0 
g AW z | 2 
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Sir Robert 
Walpole. 


Sir John 
Barnard. 


& Ak 
or converting of the fame, with Conſent of the P bein 
into a leſs Intereſt of Annuity, not redeemable till after th. 
Time therein to be mentioned; which was read a $6 
Time, and ordered to be read à ſecond Time. 
On the 29th of the fame Month, the ſaid Bill was rea 

a ſecond Time; anda Motion being made for committing 
it, the ſame was oppoſed, upon which there enfued a long 
Debate. 7 

In this Debate, all the Arguments for and againſt the 
Reduction were repeated and enforced ; but as we haye 
already given a full Account of moſt of them, we ſhall add 
nothing more upon that Subject. The other Part of the 
Debate related chiefly to ſome Informalities and Imper. 
fections which were pretended to be found in the Bill, by 
thoſe who were againſt its being committed; becauſe 


aid they were ſuch as could not be properly altered or 


amended in the Committee. On the other Hand, thoſe 
who were for committing the Bill, infiſted, there were no 
Informalities or Imperfections in the Bill, but what might 


eaſily be altered or amended in the Committee, with the 


Aſſiſtance of thoſe Gentlemen concerned in the Treaſury, 
who were to be ſuppoſed beſt acquainted with the Method 
of drawing up ſuch Bills, and who, *twas to be preſumed, 
would give their Aſſiſtance to the Committee, tho? they 
had refuſed to give any Aſſiſtance or Advice to thoſe Gentle. 
men who were ordered to draw it up. But as what wa 
{aid upon this Subject cannot be well underſtood without a 
Copy of the Bill, which we have not Room for, there- 
fore, we ſhall give no further Account of it. Only we 
muſt take Notice, That Sir Robert Walpole, in a Speech 
he made againſt the Queftion, ſpoke to the following 
Effect, vix. 

„ know, Sir, it has been aſſerted without Doors, that the 
Honourable Gentleman who firſt mentioned this Scheme to 
the Houſe, had ſeveral private Converſations with me upon 
the Subject, and that we had concerted and ſettled the Scheme 
between us, before he offered it to the Houſe ; but T ſhall 
declare, that he and I had never any private Converſation 
upon the Subject, nor had we ever any Concert about this 
Scheme or any other Scheme I know of ; therefore, I can 
with great Confidence affirm, I had never any Hand in 
this Scheme, either in its original Formation, or in any 
Shape it has ſince appeared in :” 


Sir Jobn Barnard ſtood up, and anſwered in Subſtance 
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am very much obliged to the Honourable Gentleman, Au 10, Ga. 


" 
1 
# 


un, cir, and therefore, I thank him for vindicating me from II. 1736-7. 


ots, tbe Im putation of having had any private Converſation 
the ich him, or of having ever had any Concert with him ; 
a 10d if be is afraid left People ſhould ſuſpect his having had 

Hand in the Scheme I propoſed to you, I ſhall be equaily 
ead BY it to him by declaring, I never had any private Conver- 
ng ation wich him about it, nor did I ſo much as afk his Ap. 
ong g probation or Conſent to what I was to offer ; but as to the 

Scheme as it now ftands, every Gentleman that hears me, 
the knows it is very different from what I offered ; and every 
ave nc likewiſe knows that the new Model, which is the Mo- 
add BY el we have now before us, if it was not offered by the 
the WW Honourable Gentleman himſelf, it was at leaſt offered by 
per- one of his Friends, and what they propoſed was agreed 


N vi | by other Gentlemen, in order that we might have their 


Afiftance in carrying it through. Therefore the Scheme 
ww before you cannot properly be called mine; and it is 
boſe BY re remarkable, that all the Gbjections made to the Bill, 
vo ue only to thoſe Articles and Clauſes of it, which relate to 
wo de Improvements and Additions made to my Scheme, by 
the BY de Honourable Gentleman's Friends.” F: 


ury, Upon this Fobn Howe, Eſq; ſtood up, and among other John Howe 
bod Things, took Notice, That the Scheme then before them 5 1 


ned, E med to be like a Baſtard-Child that had ſeveral reputed 


hey Fathers, neither of whom would own it : For his Part, he 
= id, he thought it a very hopeful Child, and therefore if 


10 other Gentleman would take it as his own, he would; 
it ai fr be did not doubt of the Child's thriving, and if it did, 
twould be an Honour to its Parents. | 
e The Speakers in this long Debate, were as follow, viz. 
For committing - the Bill, Sir Toba Barnard, Sir Wilfred 
Vo BY Lawn, the Lord Baltimore, Jobn Howe, Eſq; Sir Thomas 
danderſon, Maſter of the Rolts, Samuel Sandys, Eſq; Sir 
William Windham, Sir Edward Bacon. 

Againſt committing the Bill, Sir Robert Wahpole, Sir 
Charles Wager, Wilkam Sloper, Eſq; Mr. Alderman Heath- 
ute, Robert Knight, Eſq; Peter Burrel, Eſq; Colonel Bladen, 


lindin, and Sir Wilkam Younge. 
Upon the Queſtion's being put, it was carried in the 
Negative, which put an End to the Affair for laſt Seſſion. 
Aſter the 11th of March, when the Motion for granting 
a Million to his Majeſty towards redeeming the like Sum 
of the increaſed Capital of the South-Sea Company, com- 
monly called Oli Soath-Sea. Annuities, was agreed to, there 


Supply; 


William Bowler, Eſq; James Og let borpe, Eſq; the Lord , 


Was no remarkable Debate happened in the Committee of 
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| "Arne roi Ges. Supply; nor was, there any remarkable Debate ha 


II. 4736. upon any of the Reſolutions: of the Committee of Way the 
» and Means, except that relating to the Duty on Sweet, Pro 
therefore we ſhall-take no farther Notice of any other Re Mi 
ſolution of that Committee; but as this Affair relating yot 
the Duty on Sweets occaſioned ſeveral long Debates, M * * 
. mall give ſome Account of it. The firſt Time it u mor 
Z : | mentioned; was on Monday the 7th of March, when the 
3 proper Officer was ordered to lay before the Houſe an Ae kft 
5 count of the nett Income into the Exchequer of the Duie 0. 
on Sweets, for ſeven Years ended at Michae/mas then laf poſi 
* diſtinguiſhing each Year ; which was accordingly preſentet Thi 
the very next Day; and on Friday the 18th of March Vie 
the Houſe, having: reſol ved itſelf into a Committee, to con yl 
| fider further of Ways and Means for raiſing the Supp] will, 
granted to his Majeſty, and the ſaid Account having | vet 
I referred to the ſaid Committee, Sir Robert Walpole roſe had: 
F up, and after a. ſhort Speech, moved for the firſt Reſc mad 
Jution relating to the Duty on Sweets, which, after Dut) 
long Debate, was agreed to: Then the ſecond Refolutio Mak 
relating to the ſame Affair was moved and agreed to; and le 
the Houſe having, upon the Report, agreed to both theſdill © © 
2 Reſolutions, a Bill was ordered to be brought in, Which the 
; aſter long Debates, was paſſed into a Lax. any 
In theſe Debates, the Arguments for the Reſolutions Tabl 
and afterwards for the Bill, were in Subltance-as follow nu. 
vix. 8 1 
De | 29 the L 
By the Reſolutions we have already come to, in the At f 
Committee of Supply, it will upon Calculation appear mince 
we have granted his Majeſty, for the Service of the enſuing fom 
Year, a Supply of about 2,025,000 J. Now as the Land ng 
Tax and the Malt-Tax which we have granted, do no e 
both together amount to 1,700,000 J. there will, be a De vito 
ficiency of near 400, ooo /. which muſt be provided for o be 
either by "increaſing ſome of the Taxes we have already = 
or by granting ſome new Tax, or by taking ſo much from ©?! 
- - the Sinking-Fund, or laſtly, by the Method 1 have though Fon 
ef, and which I ſhall preſently explain to you. As for it [ 
© creaſing any of the Taxes we have already, or impoſing * 
new one, I do not think we can make good the Deficienc n Sp 
by either of theſe Ways; becauſe I do not think the Peopli — 
can well bear any additional or new Tax, and the attempt — 5 
ing of any, ſuch Thing, may alienate the Affections of gre 7 t 
Numbers of the People from our preſent happy Eſtablil y ue 
ment, and may contribute towards increaſing thoſe Mot _ 
and Tumults, which have. of late been ſo fre quent all 1 "ws 


- * * > | 7 oP 
* * * b 5 * a - "Has Tt A * 
93 4 e WW. 


( 481) 


Million to the South-Sea®Old Annuitants ; ſo that we can- 
not make good this Deficiency out of the growing Produce 
of that Fund, and I do not think it would be proper to 
mortgage any Part of the Sinking-Fund for this Purpoſe. 
There is therefore, in my Opinion, no poſſible Way 
eſt for making good this Deficiency but that I have thought 
of, which is, not by increaſing any preſent Tax, or im- 
ſing any new one, but by reducing an old Tax to one 
Third of what it is at preſent. This, Sir, may at firſt 
View ſeem to be a Paradox ; but when I have explained 


will, [ hope, approve of the. Method I am to propoſe. 
Fvery one knows that, ever ſince the Year 1699, we have 
had a Duty of no leſs than 36 s. a Barrel, upon all Sweets 
nade for Sale within this Kingdom, which is ſo high a 
Duty that it has in ſome meaſure entirely prevented the 
Making of any ſuch Liquors for Sale; at leaſt if any ſach 
dave been made, the Makers have always found Means 
to evade the Law, and defraud the Public of the Duty, 
o that the Duty, as I have been told, has never produced 
uy Thing conſiderable, and by the Accounts upon our 
Table it = the preſent Produce amounts to little or 
nothing, ow, Sir, I am convinced that, if there were a 
moderate Duty laid upon ſuch Liqours, and the Nature of 
the Liquors ſubjected to the Duty fully explained in the 
AR for impoſing it; I fay, that in ſuch a Caſe I am con- 
rinced, a very conſiderable Revenue would ariſe yearly 
fom the Conſumption of ſuch Liquors ; becauſe, as the 
prime Coſt is but ſmall, if the Duty were tolerable, I be. 
leve there would hardly be an Ale-Houle in the Kingdom 
vithout great Variety of ſuch Liquors ; and if they were 
to be had at every Ale-Houſe, I am perſuaded great Quan- 
ities of them would be .conſumed, eſpecially now that our 
teople are debarred the Uſe of Spirituous Liquors in Drams 
or otherwiſe. + | 


Experience, that our putting an entire Stop to the Retail 
of Spirituous Liquors, will be a great Hardſhip upon all 
thoſe who formerly dealt in that 1'rade ; and many of thoſe 
Who uſed to be their Cuſtomers and Conſumers will like- 
wie think it a Hardſhip to be debarred a moderate Uſe 
of ſuch Liquors, in that Method they have from their 
Youth been accuſtomed to: Altho' every ſenſible Man muſt 
de convinced, that the putting of this Hardſhip upon him 
vas abſolutely neceflary for the public Good,, and for pre- 

Vor. IV. Pp p ſerving 


the Kingdom: And as for the Sinking Fund, the growing Anne 10. 
Produce thereof is already appropriated towards paying a []. 1736-7; 


myſelf, the Myſtery will vaniſh, and every Gentleman . 


It is not to be queſtioned, Sir, we already know it by 


Geo. 
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And 10. Geo. ſerving the Health and Morals of the People, yet wh find 


II. 1736.7. there are great Numbers who are apt to murmur at this — 
9 Regulation; and to prevent theſè Murmurs, I can think of WH Du 
no Expedient more proper than that of encouraging the wy 
Retail and Conſumption of thoſe Liquors called Sweets, cri 
which may be made to anſwer all the good Ends of Spiri. Wl pes 
tuous Liquors, without being attended with any of the fatal I be 
Conſequences proceeding from an immoderate Uſe of ſuch Wl lav 
Liquors. This of itſelf would be a good Reaſon for dimi. quo! 
niſhing the Duty payable _ thoſe Liquors called Sweets, Liq 
even tho there were no Benefit to ariſe therefrom to the Will c:ec 
public Revenue, nor any Occaſion for increaſing that Re. Wl beca 
venue. But as there is an abſolute Neceſlity for increaſing duct 
the public Revenue, in order to anſwer thoſe Supplies you Wl duc 
have already granted; and as there is a great Probability WI cn, 
that, by diminiſhing the Duty on Sweets to one Third of WM dom 
what it is at preſent, you will increaſe the public Revenue WM (han 
as much as is neceſſary for anſwering the preſent Occaſion, Wl ,F a 
I think no Gentleman can diſpute the Reaſonablenſi of BW ;re1 
making ſuch a Diminution. conſi 
But, Sir, to add to the Weight of thoſe Reaſons I dises 
have already given, there is another Reaſon of great ever 
Weight with me for endeavouring to encourage the Con- : Ba 
fumption of Sweets, and conſequently for diminiſhing the nere 
Duty now payable upon them, and that is, the greatly oagh 
Quantity of Sugar made uſe of in the Conſumf don of uch 1,1 
Liquors. I believe no Gentleman doubts but that the Bil harre 
Conſumption of Sugar will be diminiſhed by the ſtrict Pro c,.. 
hibition of the Retail of Spirituous Liquors in Punch 0 King 
otherwiſe ; and as our Sugar Trade will ſuffer by diminiſh Th 
ing this Conſumption, I ſhould be glad this Loſs wer Calle 
made good.-to the Sugar Trade, by incouraging and in- niniſ 
creaſing the Conſumption of thoſe Liquors called Sweet |. x 
in the Compoſition of which, there is, I believe, more du be. 
gar made uſe of than was ever uſed in the Compoſition ol sweet 
the like Quantity of that Liquor called Punch. To this I aken 
ſhall add, that, as moſt of the Materials made uſe-of nM im of 
the Compoſition of all Sorts of Sweets are the Growth analy 11... 
Manufacture of our own Dominions, and as a great VarietBl {4erir 
of ſuch Liquors may very much diminiſh the Conſumption enen 
of foreign Wines, therefore the increaſing the Conſumptio think, 
of the — will not only be a great Encouragement anc propot 
Advantage to the induſtrious Part of our own Subjects, bull it a , 
will likewiſe be an Advantage and Addition to our gen from | 
Balance of Trade, by diminiſhing the Value of our In .,,, 
ports. | thence 
« From al which, Sir, I hope it will appear not onl 


prop 
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proper but neceſſary, that we ſhould aboliſh the preſent 4 10 
Duty on Sweets, and inſtead thereof, lay on ſuch a leſs II. „ 
Duty as to this Houſe ſhall ſeem reaſonable. With reſpect OY 
to the new Duty to be laid on, I ſhall nat pretend to pre- | 
ſcribe to the Houſe, I ſhall only beg Leave to give my 
Reaſons why I think 12 5. a Barrel will be a proper Duty. 
| believe every Gentleman will agree, that as long as we 
have a Duty upon Malt, and an Exciſe upon all Malt Li- 
quors, there ought to be ſome Duty laid upon all other 
Liquors conſumed within the Kingdom, whether they pro- 
ceed from foreign or domeſtic Growth or Manufacture ; 
becauſe the Production of Barley and Malt is a Pro- 
duction we ought to encourage as much as any Home Pro- 
duction whatever: Therefore there ought certainly to be 
ſome Duty laid upon all Sweets conſumed within the King- 
dom ; and in my Opinion that Duty ought to be higher 
than the Duties and iſes payable upon the like Quantity 
of any Sort of Malt Liquors ; but not ſo high as may en- 
tirely prevent the Retail of any of thoſe Liquors. If we 
conſider and compute the Malt Duty, and the ſeveral Ex- 
ciles payable upon Beer and Ale, we may reckon that 
eat A every Barrel of ſtrong Beer or Ale pays between 5 and 67. 
Con- : Barrel ; and for the Encouragement of our Farmers, by 
; the BY increaſing the Conſumption of their Barley, I think we 
peat ought to make the Duty on Sweets at leaſt double the Duty 
pon Malt Liquors; for which Reaſon I reckon 12 5. per 
Barrel is the leaſt- Duty we can propoſe to lay upon all 
Sweets, which ſhall hereafter be conſumed within this 
Kingdom. | 

This Duty, Sir, as it is but a very little above 4 J. a 
Gallon, cannot, I think, any way tend to diſcourage or di- 
miniſh the Conſumption of ſuch Liquors, nor can it enhance 
the Price by Retail, ſo as to make our People prefer the 
Uſe of any foreign Liquor, to that of our Home-made 
dweets, when they are fkilfully prepared, and proper Care | 
aken to make them palatable as well as healthful; for I 
im of Opinion that Sweets of all Kinds may be made as 
palatable and as healthful as any Sort of Punch; and con- 
ſdering that the Conſumers muſt pay for every Gallon 
eren of Rum-Punch at leaſt 4s. 44. Duty, I cannot but 
think, that upon diminiſhing the Duty on Sweets as I have 
propoſed, ſeveral Sorts of them may be made up and ſold 
it a much cheaper Rate than any Sort of Punch can be; 
from whence I muſt' conclude, that in a little Time great 
Quantities will begin to be conſumed; and that from 
thenceforward, this particular Branch of the public Reve- 
nue will be very much increaſed, by diminiſhing the Duty 

| Ppp 2 upon 


4 10. Ges. upon ſuch Liquors; as was formerly the Caſe with 
WW more yearly ſince it was reduced, than ever it 


(4 


7. to Pepper, the Duty upon which has produced oh ro deal 
did before, 
It is impoſſible for me, Sir, to foreteil with any Certainty, 
what this Duty upon Sweets, when ſo reduced, will bring 
in yearly, I have ſeen ſeveral Calculations and Compu- 
tations upon the Head, all of which were founded y 
very probable Conjectures; but they differed ſo widely 
from one another, that no Man can determine poſitively, 
which of them he ought to give moſt Credit to. By ſome 
of theſe Computations it was calculated that the Duty upon 
Sweets, when reduced to 12 5. per Barrel, would in all Ap. 
pearance produce near 50,000 J. a Year : By others, the 
annual Produce of this Duty was not computed at above 
20 or 25,000 J. which is ſo great a Difference that no De. 
termination, hardly any Suppoſition, can be made with 
reſpect to the future yearly Produce, However, if this 
Duty be reduced to 12 5. a Barrel, and that Doubt ex- 
plained, which has ariſen upon former Acts of Parliament, 
in relation to Liquors made for Sale by Infuſion, Fermen- 
tation, or otherwiſe, from Hritiſb Fruit or Sugar, or from 
Fruit or Sugar mixed with other Materials or Ingredients, 
and commonly called or diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
Made-Wines, I ſhall ſuppoſe the Duty will then 
30,000 J. a Year; for the Conſumpt of thoſe Liquors 
called Sweets, has not only been prevented by the extra- 
vagant Height of the Duty laid upon them ; but the Doubt 
J have mentioned has always prevented its being collected; 
becauſe it has always been pretended that ſuch Made-Wines 
were not chargeable with the Duty of 36. a Barrel, and 
by that Pretence, People have generally got free from pay- 
ing that Duty even upon Sweets made for Sale by Infuſion, 
Fermentation, or otherwiſe, from foreign Fruit or Sugar: 
it being generally impoſlible to determine, whether ſuch 
Mixtures are made from foreign or from Britiſb Fruits or 
Sugar. | TY 
Now, Sir, if we ſuppoſe that the future Produce of this 
Duty will amount to 30,000 J. a Year, as it has never 
heretofore produced, I believe, 30 J. a Year, the Increaſe 
upon it will then be a ſufficient Fund for borrowing 4s 
much as will be neceſſary for making good the Supplies 
you have granted for the Service of this enſuing Year. | 
ſay it will be a ſufficient Fund, not only for paying the In- 
tereſt yearly, but for paying off the Principal in a fall 
Number of Years; for 400,000 /. will, I reckon, be the 
higheſt Sum that will be wanted, and as that Sum may be 
borrowed at 3 per Cent. a Revenue of near 30 24 
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ſear will pay not only the Intereſt yearly, but will likewiſe Any 16; C 
pay off the Principal in about 17 Years ; and if the Duty II. 1936-7 


hould produce more than 30,000 J. a Year, it will then 


xy off the Principal as well as growing Intereſt much 


ſoone r. 

« Thus, Sir, I have explained to you, what I think by 
ar the eaſieſt and moſt proper Way of raiſing that Sum, 
which is ſtill deficient for making good thoſe Supplies we 
have already agreed to. Theſe Supplies muſt certainly be 
nade good ſome Way or other; and if any Gentleman 
jill riſe up and ſhew us a better Method for making them 
good, I ſhall very readily give up my Project, and agree to 
uy other Method p z — I have nothing in my 
View but to raiſe thoſe Sums we have thought neceſſary for 
the publick Service, in that Method which ſhall appear to 
be moſt beneficial for the Nation, and leaſt burdenſome to 
the People. If the Houſe approves of what I have pro- 
poſed, the proper Method for carrying it into Execution is, 
To reſolve firſt to repeal or aboliſh the old Duty; and then 
to reſolve, That a Duty of 12s. per Barrel ſhall for the 
future be granted to his Majeſty upon all Sweets made for 
fale; therefore I ſhall conclude by making you this Motion, 
That it may be reſglv'd, That the Duty of 36s. a Barrel 
on Sweets, granted, c. | | 

To this it was anſwered in Subſtance as follows, viz. 

SIX, 
' « The Hon, Gentleman who has pleaſed to move you this 
Queſtion, ſet out with three or four general Maxims, in 
which I hall moſt readily agree with him. The Supplies 
we have already granted ought certainly to be made good 
by ſome Means or other; and I am ſo far of Opinion that 
theſe Supplies muſt be made good, either by adding to ſome 
of the Taxes we have already, or by impoſing ſome: new 
one, or by incroaching upon the Sinking-Fund, that I am 
ſure there is no fourth Way of making them good; there- 
fore the Hon, Gentleman raiſed my Curioſity not a little, 
when he told us he had thought of a Method for raiſing 
u much as would make good the Deficiency of the Land 


any new Tax, and without making the leaſt Incroachment 
on the Sinking Fund. This, I confeſs, was to me a Paradox 
md a Myſtery, which I became very impatient to hear 
explained; but hom greatly was I diſappointed when this 
notable Project came to be laid open? for then it appeared 
to me, and I hope I ſhall by and by make it appear to the 
Houſe, that this Project muſt either be a new Tax, or it 
mult be an Incroachment upon the Sinking Fund, 


and Malt Tax, without adding to any old Tax, or impoſing 
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that is, by annihilating all thoſe Sine- Cure Poſts, and un- 
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I ſhall likewiſe, Sir, moſt readily agree with the Hon 
Gentleman in two other Maxims he ſet out with, Which 
were, that the People cannot well bear any additional 0 
new Tax, and that we ought never to make an Incroch 
ment upon the Sinking-Fund : But this, Sir, we ought te 
have thcught on before granting the Supplies; and If this 
were confidered as ferioully as it ought to be, it would mal 
every Gentleman extremely cautious of propoſing to ru 
the Nation into an unneceſſary Expence, or of aſking any 
Supplies for that Purpoſe; for after we have once grantet 
Supplies, they muſt be made good fome way. or other 
We ought to conſider that, notwithſtanding the many Taxe 
our People are loaded with; yet all thoſe Taxes, except thy 
Land and the Malt Tax, are mortgaged for making yoo 
the Civil Liſt Revenue we have granted, or for 1 the 
Principal, and the Intereſt, of the Debts we have contraQed 
We have now no Way of providing for the eurrent Service 
of the Year, but by Means of the Malt Tax and thi 
Land Tax; and I muſt ſay, tho' I am ſorry to fay it, if we 
do not fall into a Method of contracting the public Expenct 
in Time of Peace, fo as to make thoſe two Taxes anſwer it 
this Nation muſt neceſſarily and ſpeedily be undone. W 
may go on for a few Years contrivigg Exped ients, and 
mortgaging every little Fund we have left to mortgage; 
but this muſt be attended with inevitable Ruin at laſt; fo 
the richeſt Man in the Kingdom, if he ſpent but 10. ; 
Year more than the real Income of his Eſtate, would cer 
tainly at laſt be undone. | f | 
Many Ways might be contrived, Sir, for leſſening the 
public Expence yearly. The Reduction of the Arn, of 
putting them upon a different Foot, 'is one Method, which 
15 obvious and known to every Man ; but there is another 
Method which would be as certain and as extenſive, and 


deſerved or ill-deſerved Salaries and Penſions, which' have 
been growing upon us for many Years, and which can 
never be of any Service to the People, unleſs it be to enable 
future Miniſters to oppreſs them. Many of theſe T "could 
mention in every Branch of public Buſineſs WithM this 
Kingdom; but I ſhall not take upon me the Malte and 
Reſentment which ſuch a Piece of public Service would 
draw upon the Author, from all thoſe whoſe private Intereſ 
would be ſtruck at. I do not think it proper or prudent 
for any private Man to take upon himſelf ſuch a Burden: 
It is proper only for a Government to undertake; and 
whenever the Government does undertake it, I am fure 


they will, if they make clean Work, ſave upwards e 
| 500,000. 
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100,000 J. n Year to the Public, which is a greater Sum 4 10. Goo, 


than is wanted for the Service of the enſuing Year. 

« This, Sir,is what might have been done, it is what ought 
o have been done, becauſe by ſo doing we might have 
voided that fatal Dilemma we are now reduced to. The 
reſolutions of the Committee of Supply have now made 
i abſolutely neceſſary to load the People with additional or 
ew Taxes, or to incroach upon the Sinking-Fund ; and 
yhatever the Hon. Gentleman may think of his favourite 
emporary Expedient, to every impartial Enquirer 'twill 
pear, that it muſt be ranked under one or other of theſe 
Methods. The Duty upon Sweets, whatever was the In- 
tention of thoſe Parliaments which eſtabliſhed it, has never 
teen raiſed, at leaſt it has never been raiſed in ſo extenfive 
or ſtrict a Manner as is now propoſed ; therefore, with re- 
zard to the People it muſt be look'd on as a new Tax. If 
we were to revive the ancient Tax called Daregelat, we may 
u well pretend it is no new Tax, as to ſay that a Tax upon 
Sweets, Which was never before levied upon the People, is 
10 new Tax. The People never before felt any ſuch Tax, 
therefore when they come to feel it, they will look on it as 
new load laid upon their Backs, already almoſt broken, 
ud will murmur as if it were a Tax which had never be- 
fore been thaught of. 
Parliament for learning what Taxes they are ſubject to: 
They conſider only what Taxes they have been accuſtomed 
to pay; and therefore they will always date the Com- 
nencement of a Tax from that Time when it firſt began 
to be exacted upon them. For this Reaſon our beginning 
now to exact this Tax, will certainly raiſe new Murmurs : 
| ſhall not ſay it will make the — of the Peo- 
ple more general ; they are already by much too general; 
ud ſuch temporary Expedients are not, I am ſure, the moſt 
proper Ways for appeaſing them, or for preventing thoſe 
= and Tumults which are now ſo juſtly complained 


But, Sir, even with reſpect to the Laws by which this 
Duty has been eſtabliſhed, the Method now propoſed for 
lpplying the current Service, muſt be looked on as a Me- 
thod for doing it by a new Tax in Whole or in Part, or 
t muſt be looked on as a Method for doing it by incroaching 
pon thoſe Funds appropriated to the Payment of the Prin- 
eipal or Intereſt of our Debts. If it was never deſigned 


by any of the Laws now in Being, that Made-Wines ſhould 
looked on as Sweets, or ſubjected to any Tax as ſuch, 
the ſubjecting them for the future to a Tax, mult be looked 
Mas impoſing a new Tax upon ſuch Wines; and if „ — 
| w3 
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They do not look into Acts of 
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In 46. Geo, Laws now in Being all Liquors made for Sale by Infufon 
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Sea Company to encreaſe their Capital, by which this Duty 
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Fermentation, or otherwiſe, from Britiſh Fruit or Sugar, , 
from Fruit or Sugar mixed with other, Materials or Ingre 
dients, were deſigned to be looked on as Sweets, and as ſuc 
to be chargeable with the Duty of 365. a Barrel, as we 
as all Liquors made for Sale from foreign Fruits or'Sugar 
then the whole Duty now propoſed to be aboliſhed, und 
appropriated to the Payment of our Debts, and make 
Part of the Sinking-Fund, as may appear from the famous 
Act of the 6th of his late Majeſty, for enabling the South 


among others, ſtands expreſly appropriated to'that Company 
Nor — it ſignify to ſay that this Duty never produced am 
thing; . if the Levying of this Duty was prevented 
by a Doubt in the Act of Parliament, that Doubt ought tc 
have been explained long before now; for he who grant 
is always ſuppoſed to grant every Thing neceſſary for making 
his Grant effectual. Therefore, as the old Duty ſtands ap 
propriated to the South-Sea Company, and makes a Part o 
the Sinking-Fund, we cannot aboliſh it without making a 
Encroachment upon the Sinking-Fund ; and if the South $e, 
Company ſhould give up two Thirds of their Grant, in order 
to make the remaining Third more effectual, or if we 
ſhould, by way of Repeal, take from the Sinking Fund twe 
Thirds of this Duty, in hopes the remaining Third woul 
produce more than the whole three Parts formerly did, o 
could have done, ſurely the South-Sea Company, as well : 


the Sinking-Fund, have an undoubted Right to that third 19 
Part; ſo that we cannot appropriate the 12 5. now propoſed nc 
to be laid upon Sweets to the Service of next Year, withc Incro 
encroaching both upon the Sinking-Fund, and upon the * ! 
Right of the South-Sea Company. eſtab] 
I hope, Sir, every Gentleman that hears me is now con Lique 
vinced the Project we have under our Conſideration mul vo ſhe 
either be called a new Tax, or an Incroachment on tie Mech 
Sinking Fund; and as the Hon, Gentleman who move de 8 
you the Queſtion, admitted, that we ought neither to impoſ alaſt 
any new Tax, nor make any ſuch Incroachment; I hop dee 
he will now admit his Propoſition is ſuch a one as ougf © 0! 
not to be agreed to; for tho! I ſhall not ſay that out of high Fruit 
own Mouth I have condemned him, yet, 1 think I may ts, 
that out of his own Mouth I have condemned the Proje Made 
he has been pleaſed to offer. I know, it may be ſaid, tba dt! 
if we, from the future Produce of this Duty, pay yearly . Fefe 
the Sinking Fund, a Sum equal to what the Duty has prof u © 
duced at a Medium ſince the firſt Time of its being granted oo 


we cannot be accuſed of making any Incroachment pe 
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and much leſs the Proceedings of this Houſe, where nothin 
but Equity and ſtrict Honour ought to prevail? A Duty 
has been granted, Money has been borrowed upon the Cre- 
dit of that Duty, it has fince been found the Duty was ſo 
high, that it amounted to a Prohibition, and therefore pro- 
duced little or nothing; the Creditors come and deſire the 
Duty may be lowered, in order that they may have ſome 
ſort of Security for their Money: Could we refuſe fo equi- 
able a Requeſt? Could we in Honour ſay, No, you ſhall 
have the former Produce, which was little or nothing, conti- 
rued to you; but if, upon its being lowered, it produces 
more, we mult take the whole increaſed Produce, for an- 
ſwering our own neceſſary Occaſions? TheCaſe before us is ſtill 
fronger : The old Duty upon Sweets would have produced 
z great deal more than ever it did, if the Doubt which 
zroſe about the Intention of the Law had been evplained 
j now deſigned ; and, if what is now deſigned, was really 
the Intention of the Law at firſt, that Doubt ought to have 
teen ſo explained as ſoon as it was taken Notice of, in order 
to make effectual to our Creditors that Grant, which we had 
made them for ſecuring the Payment of the Money they lent 
* in our Diſtreſs. We may aboliſh the old Duty, we may 
eſtabliſh one third Part of that Duty only, for the future; 
but that new Duty, ſo to be eſtabliſned, in Honour, in Juſtice, 
in Equity, belongs to the Credicors who lent their Money 
upon the Credit of the old Duty ; and conſequently, we 
cannot apply it-to the'current Service, without making an 
Incroachment upon the Sinking Fund. | 

* I have hitherto ſuppoſed, Sir, that the Parliament which 
elabliſhed the Duty upon Sweets, deſigned to include thoſe 
Liquors called Made-Wines ; and this 1 have ſuppoſed, only 
to ſhew that, even in that Caſe, we ought not to agree to the 
Method propoſed, becauſe it will be an Incroachment upon 
the Sinking-Fund ; but now, Sir, I ſhall ſuppoſe, and I do 
nliſt upon it, that no former Parliament ever intended to 
lubjet Liquors made for Sale by Infuſion, Fermentation, 
or otherwiſe, from Brit; Fruits or Sugar, or from 
Fruits or Sugar mixed with other Materials or Ingredi- 
ents, and commonly called or diſtinguiſhed by the Name of 
Made-Wines, to the Duty by them impoſed upon Sweets: 
and the Practice ever ſince thoſe Acts of Parliament were 
paſled, which is above thirty Years ago, has fully juſtified 
my Opinion; for we mult ſuppoſe the Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury, the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, and the Exciſe- 
men, have ofien taken the Opinion of Lawyers upon 
this Head ; and if they had ever had the Opinion of any 


Vor. LV. l tolerable 


we Sinking Fund; but is not this a ſort of Pliy upon e 10. Ges; 
Words, hardly becoming the Courts in Weftminfter-Hall, II. 1736-7. 
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Him 10. Geo. tolerable Lawyer in their Favour, we may ſuppoſe ar 
2 1996-9: would have exacted the Tax with the utmoſt * — 
o cannot ſuppoſe, without doing great Injuſtice to thoſe WM (cnc 
worthy Servants of their Country, that they would haye | 

allowed the Public to be defrauded of ſuch a confiderable 800 

Revenue, if in all that Time they had ever had the Opi- Wl Lav 

nion of any noted Lawyer in their Favour z therefore, I Wl the 

muſt look upon the Propoſition now made to us, as a Pro- tutic 

fition for impoſing a new Tax upon the Subjects of this WI fill 

ingdom ; and I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew, that it is a W Not 

Tax of the moſt oppreflive Nature, and which may be at. will 

tended with the moſt fatal Conſequences, with refpeR to Wl hav 

our Conſtitution and the Liberty of the Subject. cakic 

k The Nature of Exciſe-Laws, Sir, and the dangerous WM for 
Conſequences of extending ſuch Laws in a free Country, WM (bj 

were upon a inte famous Occaſion ſo fully explained, that I and 

little expected a further Extenſion of ſuch Laws would have WH mou 

been attempted for ſome Years to come; but now, I find, WI Mer 

I have been egregiouſly miſtaken ; for the Project now Wl oper 

before us, I maſt look on as a new and a wide Extenſion of but 

thoſe Laws. Every one knows, the Duty upon Sweets is WM ther 


to be raiſed by the Laws of Exciſe, and if you ſubjeQ all WM hidd 
thoſe Liquors called Made-Wines to that Duty, there ih bre. 
hardly a Farmer, or a Country Gentleman in England, but WI Dea 
will by that means be ſubjected to the Laws of Exciſe, if of a 
he reſolves to make the beſt Uſe of his Garden or Orchard. fuch 
Our Exciſe- Laws have already ſpread themſelves over every WM ject 
City, Borough, and Village in the Kingdom, and by this Exci 
new Regulation they are to ſpread themſelves over every Wl Borc 
Country, and to enter into the moſt loneſome Farm-Houle WW man 
in England ; for if a Farmer has a Mind to make a little WW by n 
Money of an Elder-Hedge, or of a Goosberry, Raſberry, n I. 
or Currant-Buſh, or of a Mulberry-Tree, he may have in Wl are « 
his Garden, in order to enable him to pay his Rent Libe 
to his Landlord, his Houſe muſt be open all Hours If 
in the Day- time to the Gauger, nay, it muſt be open at all WI Reta 
Hours in the Night-time, if the Gauger can but find a Liqu 
profligate Fellow of a Ale-houſe-keeper in the Hundred, Uſe, 
who has got himſelf named a Conſtable by the Trading Wi will 
Juſtices of the County. Can it be ſuppoſed, Sir, that this the | 
will produce no freſh Murmurs? Can it be ſuppoſed our i Conſ 
Farmers will all ſubmit patiently to ſuch a Hardſhip ? Or Offic 
can it be ſuppoſed that all our Gaugers will behave with 
common Decency, when they get into a loneſome Houſe 
in the Country, at a Time, when, perhaps, the Family are 
in the Fields a go gene, and no Perſon left at Home 


but the Farmer's Wife, or Daughter? Then, ſuppoſe the 
| Farmer 
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Farmer is caught in a Fraud, how will the: Landlord look, e 19. Geo, 


when he finds himſelf diſappoin 
tent brought againſt his Tenant for the Penalty ? 

« I am ſure, Sir, I need not repeat to the Houfe the many 
good Arguments that have been made uſe of againſt Exciſe- 
laws. It has upon a former Occaſion been ſhewn, that 

are of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to our Conſti- 
tution ; and the 
ſtill freſh in every Gentleman's Memory. I ſhall only take 
Notice, that as the Authority and Buſineſs of Exciſemen 
will be very much increaſed by this new Project, tho“ we 
have now a greater Number of them than we have Occa- 
ciſon for, yet their Number muſt be greatly augmented ; 
for not only many of our Farmers will from henceforth be 
ſubjeted to their Review, but, I am afraid, every Tavern 
ind Wine-Cellar in the Kingdom. We know what a Clay 
mour was raiſed againſt the laſt Attempt to ſubject Wine- 
Merchants and Vintners to Exciſe-Laws: That was an 
open Attempt, and ſuch a one as they could openly oppole ; 
but the Difficulty of ſuch an Attack was then felt; and 
therefore, they are now to be attack'd in an indirect and 
hidden Method; for if moſt of our Dealers in Wine be 
Brewers of Wine, as is commonly reported, every ſuch 
Dealer will, by this Method, be ſubjected to the Review 
of an Exciſeman, tho' he dares not ſay he is afraid of any 
ſuch Thing, and, therefore, cannot openly oppoſe the Pro- 
jet now before us. By this means, the Influence which 
Exciſemen already have, or may have, upon all City and 
Borough Elections will be very much increaſed ; and as 
many of our Farmers are Freeholders, the Exciſemen will, 
by means of this Project, have an Opportunity of gaining 
an Influence likewiſe in all County Elections; both which 
are diametrically oppoſite to our Conſtitution, and to the 
Liberty of the Subject. 

If by lowering the Duty on Sweets, and preventing the 
Retail of Spirituous Liquors in Punch or otherwiſe, thoſe 
Liquors called Made-Wines ſhould come to be of univerſal 
Uſe, we muſt ſuppoſe that almoſt every Farmer in England 
will turn himſelf towards the making of ſuch Liquors, and 
the producing of Materials . for that Purpoſe; the 
Conſequence of which will be, that he muſt go to the next 
Office of Exciſe, and enter his Name and Place of Abode, 
together with every Room and Place made Uſe of by him 
for making or keeping any ſuch Liquors, This he muſt do 
under a great Penalty; and from the Time he has done ſo, 


de can no longer call his Houſe pope his own : From 


that Moment, the Gauger may, any Hour of the Day, and — 
0 
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ted of his Rent, by an Ex- II. 1 


Arguments then made uſe of are certainly 
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Anno. 10 Geo, often as he pleaſes, require Admittance ; and, by taking 4 
II. 1736-7. Conſtable along with him, he may, at any Hour of the 
| Night, and as often as he has a Mind, require Admittance: 
If the poor Farmer ſhould at any Time refuſe to leave his 
Labour in the Fields, or if he ſhould refuſe to get out of Bed 
after a hard Day's Labour, in order to let the Gauger enter 
his Houſe, he ſubjeQts himſelf to a great Penalty. For 
theſe Penalties he is not tobe ſued according to the com- 
mon Law, not to be tried in the uſual Way, by God and 
his Country, but he is to be tried before the Commiſſo. 

ners of Exciſe, or before two Juſtices of Peace, who ma 
convict him without any Jury, upon the Oath of the Gau- 
er, who makes the Complaint ; and all this without any 
Appeal but to the Quarter Seſſions, whoſe Judgment is to 

be final. Then after he is once convicted, in order that he 
may for ever after remain obedient to the Commiſſioners of 
Exciſe, or to the Juſtices of the Peace, they are:impowered 
to levy the whole or what Part of the Penalty they pleaſe, 
according to the paſt or the future Behaviour of the unfor- 

tunate Convict, 

This, Sir, will be the Caſe of every Farmer in England, 
who attempts to make the moſt of the Goosberries or Cur: 
rants he has in his Garden; and if, to avoid this Misfortune, 
he ſhould reſolve to fell his Fruits to the Makers of ſuch 
Liquors, inſtead of making them himſelf, he muſt ſell them 
for little or nothing. From hence I am apt to believe that 
notwithſtanding the low Duty you propoſe to lay upon Made. 
Wines, the Methods you are to preſcribe for raiting it, will 
prevent the Conſumption ; becauſe no Man will ſubject 
himſelf to the Exciſe-Laws, for the Sake of any Advantage 
he may get by the making of ſuch Liquors; and if they 
are not made, I am ſure they cannot be conſumed ; fo that 
one or other of theſe Inconveniencies muſt ariſe from the 
Project now under our Conſideration : Either a great Num- 
ber of our People will be ſubjected to Exciſe Laws, who 
were never before ſubject to any ſuch, or the Produce of the 
Duty will come far ſhort of your Expectation. By the 
former, our Liberties will be expoſed to greater Danger than 
they are at preſent, or ever ought to be; and by the latter, 
we ſhall leave a new Load upon our Poſleri y, without any 
competent Fund, for ridding them of that Load; which is, 
I think, what no Man can agree to, who has any Regard 
for his Poſterity, or the fature Happineſs of his Coun- 
try. | 

From what I have ſaid, Sir, I hope it will appear, that 
the Method propoſed for making good the Deficiency of the 
Supplies for this next enſuing Year, is not only a new = 
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but one of the moſt dangerous Taxes we can impoſe upon Arno 10. Ceo, 


the People. I ſhall be far from propoſing any Addition to II. 1 
the Land-Tax ; I think 2s. in the Pound is the higheſt 

our Land-holders ought to be loaded with in Time of Peace; 

but I am ſure it would be better for every Land- holder in 

England to pay 3 s. in the Pound Land-Tax, than to lay 

ſuch a Hardſhip upon his Tenants, as to make it neceſſary 
far them, either to ſubje& themſelves to the Laws of Exciſe. 
or give up making the proper Advantage of ſome Part of 
their Farms, An additional Shilling to the Land-Tax is 
but a ſhort temporary Loſs: It is a Loſs of a twentieth 
Part of his Rent but for one Year only; but by ſobjecting 
his Tenants to ſuch a Hardſhip for 17 or 20 Years, he may 
ind himſelf obliged to lower the Rent of every Farm that 
belongs to him, much more than a twentieth Part, which 
will be probably a perpetual Loſs, or at leaſt a yearly Loſs 
that may affect him and his Poſterity for a great Number of 
Years. For this Reaſon, I ſay, Sir, every Land holder 
ought to chuſe rather to pay an additional Shilling Land- 
Tax, than ſubject his Tenants to ſuch a Hardſhip as will 
de the neceſſary Conſequence of the Project now before us. 
But there is another Reaſon why every Man in the King- 
dom, as well as every Land-holder, ought to be againſt this 
Project, if he has a proper Regard for his Poſterity or for 
his Country ; becauſe the Method thereby propoſed for 
niſing Money for the current Service, is in genera], I think, 
the moſt pernicious Method this Nation, or any Nation, 
can ever chuſe for ſupplying ſuch Services. To eflabliſh 
Funds, and then mortgage thoſe Funds for ready Money, 
za Method of ſupplying the current Service, which I 
ſill now endeavour to ſhew no Nation ought to take, but 
in Caſes of the greateſt Extremity and Danger. 

* In every Country, Sir, that which may be called the 
titate or Revenue of the Public is the Sum that may be 
niſed yearly from the public Lands, and from thoſe Taxes 
and Impoſitions which the People will patiently ſubmit to 
pay ; therefore if in any one Year the public Expence ex- 
ceeds that Sum, by mortgaging a Part of this public Eſtate 
or Revenue, the Public is in the ſame Circumſtances with a 
private Man who runs out his Eſtate, and neither the one 
tor the other can, for the future, be reckoned to have a 
greater Eſtate or Revenue than what remains free to him 
ater the Payment of the Intereſt upon his Mortgages 
yearly, The only Difference is, that the Revenue of a 
private Man is certain and always the ſame, whereas the 
peblie Revenue of a Kingdom or State is variable, and may 
ways be greater in Time of War than in Time of Peace; 

becauſe, 
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| * 10. Geo. becauſe, during a juſt and neceſſary War, the People will 


II. 1736-7. 
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are not immediately ſenſible of the Debt the Public con- 


ble of the unneceſſary Charge his Ambition, Imprudence, 
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patiently ſubmit to greater Taxes than they will do in 
Time of Peace; but in either Caſe, if the Government of 
a Country ſhould make the public Expence exceed the pub. 
lic Revenue, but for one Year only, it is a Step towards 
their Ruin, and a great Number of ſuch Steps muſt cer. 
tainly at laſt bring them to their Journey's End, which js 
the Ruin of their Country. For this Reaſon the Govern. 
ment of every Country ought to take ſpecial Care to pro- 
portion the public Expence to the public Revenue yearly, 
ſo as never to allow any public Debt to be contracted, but 
what may be diſcharged by the Produce of the Taxes grow. 
ing due within that Year, 

« Miniſters, Sir, and thoſe in the preſent Poſſeſſion of 
Power, may very probably be for loading the Public with 
Debts, inſtead of loading the People with Taxes, becauſe 
the People are ſenſible only of the Taxes they pay, they 


tracts, nor can they probably become ſenſible of it during 
that Miniſter's Adminiſtration. This may enable him to 
run the Nation into a needleſs Expence, or to ſquander the 

ublic Money, without bringing an immediate Odium upon 
himſelf, or raiſing any Murmurs againſt his Adminiſtration; 
but every ſuch Debt weakens the Power of the Crown, 
which depends upon the the annual Revenue of the King- 
dom, and may render it impoſſible even for the very next 
Succeſſor to protect his Kingdom, either againſt Invaſions 
and Inſults from without, or Tumults and Inſurreftions 
from within ; therefore no Man who has a true Regard for 
the Crown, or for the next Succeſſor to the Crown, will, 
for the Eaſe of any temporary Miniſter, agree to run the 
Nation in Debt, in order that the People may not be ſenſi- 


Avarice, or Extravagance, may have brought upon them. 

When ſuch Taxes are impoſed and collected within the 
Year, as are fully ſufficient for defraying the Expence 0 
that Year, the People are ſenſible of the Expence, and 
will therefore enquire into the Neceſſity of that Expence, 
which will always be a Check upon the Meaſures of the 
Adminiſtration, in Time of War as well as Peace: It wil 
not only make them frugal with reſpect to every Shilling of 
the public Money they are obliged to lay out, but it will 
make them careful not to involve the Nation in any un 
neceflary War or Expence ; and it will prevent their cot 
tinuing of any War, longer than the future Security 0 
the Nation requires, On the other hand, when the put 
lic Expence, or any Part of it, is raiſed by imponrg 
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b. tie put to, and conſequently make no Enquiry about it, 
ids WY which often gives an Encouragement to thoſe in Power to 
er. un the People into needleſs Expences, and laviſh the pub» 
is WY lic Money. But if ſuch Meaſures be continued for any 
1m. Number of Years, thoſe ſmall Taxes grow ſo numerous, 
ro. WE that they become not only ſenfible but inſupportable: The 
ly, Complaints and the Murmurs of the People then begin to 
but WY grow general and loud; but the Misfortune is, that their 
ow. Keſentment falls upon thoſe who have then the i} Fate to 
be in Power over them, and not upon thoſe who were the 


| of WY original Authors of. their Miſery. | | 
vith Another Misfortune is, Sir, that by contracting Debts, 
zue WY inſtead of impoſing Taxes, the Nation is at laſt obliged to 
they Wl pay 3 or 4 5. ſometimes more, for every Shilling that was 
con- ever applied to the public Service; becauſe the Intereſt and 
ring Charges of Management, which the People are obliged to 
1 to Wl pay yearly till the Principal be diſcharged, often amounts 


o double or treble the Sum applied to the Service of the 
Public. If we were to compute what this Nation has 
paid for Intereſt, and Charges of Management, upon all 
the Debts we have contraQted, it would amount to an in · 
credible Sum: I am convinced it would appear to be more 


next than three Times the Amount of the whole Debt we owe at 
ion preſent. Let us but conſider the Project now before us: 
tions WY Let us ſuppoſe 400,000 J. borrowed at an Intereſt of 3 
d ſor jt Cent. and that the Tax will amount to but 35,000 J. 
will, : Year, which is the leaſt groſs Produce we can ſuppoſe, 
n the «pon the Suppofition that it will bring a nett Sum of 


40,000 /, yearly into the Exchequer; in that Caſe, the 
People muſt pay 35,000 /. a Year for 17 Years, which at 
fer Cent. compound Intereſt amounts to near 750,000 J. 
ad which muſt be paid by the People of Erg/and in lieu 
of the 400,000 J. now to be borrowed for the Service of 
this Year, When ſo low an Intereſt, in ſo ſhort a Time, 
nakes ſuch a Difference, we may eaſily gueſs what an im- 
nenſe Sum the People of this Kingdom have paid for In- 
tereſt and Charges of Management, ſince that Practice of 
creating and mortgaging public Funds; was firſt brought 
to Faſhion amongſt us. 

It may, I know, be ſaid, that if the whole Money ne- 
eſlary for the current Service is not raiſed within the Year, 
the People muſt ſave ſo much Money in their Pockets, 
Which they would otherwiſe be obliged to pay ont, for 

making 


mall Tax upon any of the Neceſſaries, Conveniencies, or A 10. Ge. 
Luxuries of Life, and mortgaging that Tax for a Number II. 1736-7. 
of Years, the People are not ſenfible of the Expence the * 


Anno 10. G. making good the Service; and that every private Man 
II. 1736-7, may make above 5 per Cent. of the Money fo ſaved, it. 
WY WW ſtead of 3 per Cent. upon the Sum which the Public dor. 
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rows for the current Service; from whence it may be 
argued, that it is an Advantage for every private Man to 
run the Public in Debt, rather than raiſe, within the Year, 
the whole Sums neceſſary for the current Service of the 
Year. But do not we know, Sir, that every Man looks 
upon the Taxes he is obliged to pay yearly, as a Part of 
his yearly Expence ; and the more Taxes he is obliged to 

y. the more he contracts his yearly Expence upon other 
Articles? This every prudent and provident Man will do, p 
when he feels the Money going yearly out of his Pocket , 
towards the public Expence ; but when a public Debt is 
contracted, and thereby a Load thrown upon future Gene. 
rations for the Eaſe of the preſent, no Man, let him be 42 
never ſo provident, fits down to compute the Eaſe he meets of 
with, in order that he may fave as much out of that Year's | 
Expence, as may enable his Poſterity to anſwer the Load 
thrown upon them: People conſider only the yearly Taxes Fr 
they are ſubjected to, and proportion their Expences upon Th 
other Articles accordingly ; ſo that Poſterity are fo far 
from having the Principal left them, with Compound In. 
terelt at 5 per Cent. that they have neither Principal nor 
Intereſt left them; nor is it poſſible to perſwade an Heir, 


that any Part of the Eſtate left him by his Anceſtor, was wah 
ſaved for him, with a View of enabling him to pay his "up 
Share of that public Debt, which was contracted in the ** 
Time of his Anceſtor. | 1 di 

To theſe Misfortunes, Sir, let me add another, That the 1 G 
creating and mortgaging publie Funds neceſſarily contri- ** 
butes to the raiſing and keeping up the natural Intereſt of lle 
Money, or to the draining the Nation of that Gold and * 
Silver which is brought into it by its general Balance 0 * 
Trade. As the natural Intereſt of Money, in all Countries, 8 
depends upon the Proportion between the Demand for. bor- Fore: 
rowing Money at Intereſt, and the Demand for lending Natic 
Money at Intereſt, by creating and mortgaging publie f |. 
Funds, you increaſe the firſt Demand, and conſequently the nuſt 


natural Intereſt of Money muſt riſe, unleſs you propor- 
tionably increaſe the other, and this you can no Way doi © 
but by prevailing with Foreigners to lend you a Sum equal comes 
to that public Fund you have eſtabliſhed. If you can doi o. Re 
this, you keep up the ſame Proportion between the De- 4 
mand for borrowing Money at Intereſt, and the Demand make 
ſor lending Money at Intereſt, which you had in your 3 


Country before that public Fund was created; but — ve 
» 1 


1 r 
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what is the Conſequence ? The whole Sum payable yearly Aung 10. Geo. 
by Way of Intereſt upon that public Fund muſt be ſent out II. 1736-7 
of your Country yearly in Gold or Silver, or it muſt pre- WY wu 


vent ſo much Gold and Silver yearly coming in to you, by 
means of your general Balance of Trade ; for unleſs you 
create a new Fund, your foreign Creditors cannot poſſibly 
convert their Intereſt into Principal; and if you create a 


new Fund, you add to your former Misfortune, by increaſing 


the annual Draught of Gold and Silver from amongſt you. 

« To apply this, Sir, to our preſent Circumſtances; ſuppoſe 
the whole of our public Debts amounts to 48 Millions, 
and that but 10 Millions of that Capital belongs to 
Foreigners, tho' I am convinced their Share amounts to a 
much larger Sum: In that Caſe, you have taken 38 Mil- 
lions from the Demand for lending Money at Intereſt in 
your Country, and have added it to the Demand for bor- 
rowing Money at Intereſt, which makes a Difference of no 
leſs than 76 Millions, and how this Difference muſt affect 
the Proportion between theſe two Demands, and conſe- 
quently the natural Intereſt of Money in this Country, I 
ſhall leave to every Gentleman that hears me to judge. 
Then as to the 10 Millions belonging to Foreigners, tis 
true, it prevents the Difference between theſe two Demands 
in this Country being ſo great as it would otherwiſe be ; but 
the Conſequence is, that the yearly Intereſt of the Sum of 
to Millions, which is 400,000 /. a Year, muſt be ſent out 
annually in Gold and Silver, or in Goods and Merchandize ; 
for all Bills of Exchange mult at laſt be anſwered by one or 
other of theſe Fands. If it be ſent out in Gold andSilver, 
it diminiſhes our National Stock of Gold and Silver; if 
in Goods and Merchandize, it prevents its Increaſe ; be- 
cauſe the Price of thoſe Goods and Merchandize muſt ne- 
ceſlarily at laſt have been returned to us in Gold and Silver, 
if we had had no ſach Intereſt to have paid yearly to 
Foreigners, While the general Balance of Trade con- 
tinues in our Favour, the paying of this Intereſt to 
Foreigners will only prevent the yearly Increaſe of our 
National Stock of Gold and Silver; but as ſoon as the ge- 
neral Balance of Trade turns againſt us, this whole Sum 
mult be drawn out yearly in Gold and Silver, which muſt 
neceſſarily, in a few Years, entirely exhauſt our National 
Stock of thoſe two Metals; and when that Misfortune 
comes upon us, I am afraid we ſhall find but little Comfort 
or Relief in our Paper Credit. 

© This Conſideration alone, Sir, I ſhould think, would 
make every Gentleman reſolve to ſubmit to any Tax, ra- 
ther than run the Nation further into Debt; and I am ſure 
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it ought to make every Miniſter reſolve to contract the pub- 
lic Expence as much as poſſible. There are many other h 
Misfortunes and Inconveniencies attending the creating and 
mortgaging of public Funds ; but I ſhall not trouble you Wl +. 
with enumerating any more of them at preſent; I think, | 
have ſaid enough for convincing every Man, who has a 50 
ſound Heart as well as a ſound Head, that any Project for li 
running the Nation into a new Debt muſt be a moſt perni. * 
cious Sort of Means for ſupplying the current Service of 4 
the Year, If ſo, I am ſure every Gentleman that hears n 
me, would give his Negative to the Queſtion, if there Al 
ſhould be an Occaſion ; but there will not, I believe, be 
any Occaſion for a Negative; becauſe, if the Honourable 
Gentleman, who made you this Propoſition, views it in the f 
ſame Light I do, I am ſure he will moſt readily give it up. 
It may, perhaps, be ſaid. Will you leave the current Ser- 
vice unprovided for? Will you allow the Seſſion to break 
up without providing for thoſe Supplies you have already 
granted ? No, Sir : Several other Methods may be thought 
of: I have hinted at one, which I am ſure would be ſuffi 
cient; I mean, that of aboliſhing ſeveral of our unne 
Poſts and Employments. A Committee for that Purpoſe, 
if we were unanimous, would ſoon find out a Fund for an- 
ſwering the preſent Deficiency z and, I am certain, there is 
no Method that will be more effectual for producing that 
Unanimity, than our rejecting or dropping the Propoſition 
now before us; for which Reaſon, if it be inſiſted on, I 
ſhall moſt heartily give my Negative to the Queſtion, 

The Reply was to the Effect as follows, viz. 

SI R, 

„] am glad to find, that every Gentleman who has 
argued for, or againſt the Queſtion now before us, ſeems to 
be of Opinion, the Supplies we have already voted, ought 
to be made good, ſome way or other. When theſe Sup- 
plies were granted, I eaſily foreſaw, that the Malt-Tax and 
a Land-Tax of 2 5s. in the Pound, would not be ſufficient 
for anſwering them ; and I confeſs, tho' I ſaw the Neceſſity 
of the Supplies we had agreed to, I was under ſome Un- 
eaſineſs to think how it was poſlible to make good the De- 
ficiency ; becauſe, I thought it would be hard to load the 
People with any new or additional Tax, or to make any In- 
croachment upon the Sinking-Fund ; but my Uneaſineſs 
was fully removed, as ſoon as my Honourable Friend had 
explained the Method he had thought of, for making good 
that Deficiency. 'The Method he propoſed, and which we 
have now under our Confideration, appeared to me ſo eaſy, 


and I beg his Leave to ſay, fo ingenious, that I ima yrs 
would 
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this is a Fate, which I am glad to find few or no Pro- 
poſitions are like to meet with in this Houſe: for a,bad 
one ought, and, I hope, always will be oppoſed ; and a 
good one der ves great Advantages from Oppoſition, be- 
cauſe its Uſefulneſs from thence appears in a much clearer 
Light. As I very much approve of the Method propoſed 
by my Honourable Friend, for making good the Deficiency 
of the Supplies for this Year, I ſhall endeavour to remove 
the Objections that have been made to it, and then I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhew the Injuſtice and Impoſſibility of the 
other Methods that have been propofed, or rather hinted at 
in this Debate. 
J as heartily wiſh, Sir, as any Gentleman can do, that 
ve could contract the public Expence, ſo as to make the 
Malt-Tax, and a Land-Tax of 2 5s. in the Pound, ſufficient 
for anſwering it yearly ; but the public Expence, as to its 
Quantity, neither depends upon our Reſolutions, nor upon 
the Will and Pleaſure of thoſe who have the Honour to be 
in the Adminiſtration of our Government. The annual 
public Expence in this Country, as well as in every other 
Country, depends upon the Neceſſities of the Government 
only, and ought to be increaſed or diminiſhed only accord- 
ing to thoſe Neceſſities. In Arbitrary Countries, the Mi- 
titers are the only Judges of thoſe Neceſſities, and of the 
dums that will be ſufficient for anſwering, as well as of the 
Ways and Means moſt proper for raiſing them; but, in 
this happy Country, our Miniſters are no Judges in either 
WJ of theſe Reſpects: Their Buſineſs is only to lay before 
Parliament what they think will be the Neceſſities of our 
Government for the enſuing Year, and what Sums they 
think will be ſufficient for anſwering thoſe Neceſſities. 
Pen they have done ſo, they are, as it were, fund officio, 
ey have nothing more to do; for, the Parliament is then 
o judge, Whether thoſe Neceſſities are real: Whether a 
es Sum may not be ſufficient for anſwering thoſe Neceſſities: 
JW And what Ways and Means are moſt proper for raiſing 
thole Sums, that ſhall be thought neceſſary. Of theſe 
tree Queſtions, we have already determined the firſt two; 
ad now we have the third under our Conſideration. 
In determining this third Queſtion, we certainly ought, 
s,, to chuſe ſuch Ways and Means as may be ſufficient for 
the End propoſed ; ſuch as may be leaſt burdenſome to the 
Wl ?cople, and ſuch as may ſeem to occaſion the feweſt Mur- 
W nurings againſt the Government: And, that the Method 
tow propoſed to us has every one of theſe three Advan - 
ages, will beſt appear from anſwering the ſeveral Ob- 
Rrr 2 jections 
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ſome ſort of Compariſon may be made between the pub. 
lic Revenue of a Nation, and a private Man's Eſtate ; and 
that a Mortgage upon either, mult be a Loſs to Poſterity, 
and a Diminution of the Eſtate, till that Mortgage be 
cleared; but there is a very great Difference between 
what may be called a Loſs to Poſterity, and what may be 


called doing them a real Injury: A private Man who mort. 


gages his Eſtate, in order to ſupport his Luxury or Extra. 
vagance, does a real Injury to his Poſterity : But he, who 
by ſome croſs Accident is obliged to mortgage his Eſtate 
for the Preſervation of himſelf and Family, does no In- 
jury to his Poſterity, tho' he ſubjects them to a Loſs. In 


the ſame Manner, a Nation may often, for Self-preſervation, | 


be obliged to be at a much greater public Expence than can 
poſlibly be raiſed within the Year, and mult then neceſſarily 
mortgage ſome Part of its public Revenue; which is fo far 
from being an Injury to Poſterity, that there is nothing 
more juſt and reaſonable ; becauſe, as future Generations 
are to reap a great Part of the Benefit, they ought to pay 
ſome Part of the Expences which were neceſlary for ob. 
taining and preſerving that Benefit. 

Not only Neceſſity therefore, Sir, but even common 
Juſtice may ſometimes require, that a public Debt ſhoald 
be contracted, rather than lay too heavy a Load upon the 
People for any one Year, or for any Number of Years; 
and whatever Inconveniencies or Diſadvantages ſuch a 
Meaſure may be attended with, the Neceſſity of Affairs 
will always be a full Juſtification of thoſe, who purſue it. 
But, I cannot think, the Diſadvantages attending ſuch. a 
Meaſure are near ſo gtievous as have been repreſented ; for 
as to the Intereſt and Charges of Management, the Money 
paid by the People for thoſe Purpoſes is ſeldom any real 
Loſs to the Nation, becauſe it is, generally, all divided 
among our own People; there is but a very ſmall Shave of 
the Intereſt belongs to Foreigners; and what goes out that 
way is attended with this Advantage, that it procures the 
Nation ſome Friends in foreign States, who haye often 
great Weight in their Councils, and, conſequently, may 
prevent their joining in any Meaſures with our Enemies. 
Then, as to the Effect this Meaſure may have upon the 
Management of public Money; I hope it will not be ſaid 
that Miniſters are to be judged or puniſhed by the People, 
in a mobbiſh and riotous Manner, their Conduct is always 
to be enquired into and judged of by the Repreſentatives 
of the People in Parliament aſſembled ; and, ſurely, no 


Gentleman of this Houſe will eyer be influenced, 1 
ue 


: 
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nor can we ſuppoſe, that any Gentleman of this Houſe II. 1736-7. 
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will ever approve of any Article of Expence propoſed, 
only becauſe his Poſterity, and not he, are to ſuffer for 


it. 

« I ſhould. be glad, Sir, we could raiſe the Supplies of 
this Year within the Year: I ſhould be glad our public 
Neceſlities never required any greater Expence than what 
the public Revenue would anſwer ; but for the Reaſons I 
have given I cannot admit it as a general and infallible 
Maxim, that we ought never to contract any public Debt, 
or make any public Mortgage; for when it becomes neceſ- 
fary to raiſe any large Sum for the Service of any one Year, 
[ ſhall be for giving the People ſuch a ſufficient Time for 
paying it, as may not ſubje& them to any great Difficulty. 
In private Life it has always been looked on as an Advan- 
tage and an Eaſe to a Man to give him ſeveral Terms for 
paying a large Sum of Money; and the Caſe is the ſame 
with reſpe& to the People; it will be much more eaſy and 
advantageous for them to pay 400,000 /. with the growing 
Intereſt in 17 Years, than to pay 400, ooo J. at one Pay- 
ment, in any manner you can contrive for raiſing it; ſo that 
if the Method now under our Conſideration were really a 
Mortgage of ſome Part of our former Revenue, conſequent- 
ly a Diminution of the public Eſtate, I ſhould be for agree- 
ing to it; but it is really neither the one nor the other: It 
is an Improvement of the public Revenue and Eſtate; and 
ſurely Poſterity cannot find Fault with us for morgaging, 
for a few Years only, the Produce of that Improvement. 
If a private Gentleman ſhould by any Improvement add 
100/. a Year to his Eſtate, and mortgage that Improvement 
for 17 Years only, ſurely his Son would have no Reaſon to 
blame his Conduct, even tho* he ſhould die immediately 
after having made that Improvement and Mortgage, and all 
future Generations would have Reaſon to bleſs him. 

From this fingle Conſideration, Sir, all thoſe Objections 
that are founded upon the Inconveniencies of mortgaging 
the public Revenue muſt vaniſh; and the Debt to be con- 
trated is ſo ſmall, and the Intereſt it is to be borrowed at 
lo low, that it can no way affect the natural Intereſt of Mo- 
ney, either upon public or private Securities. Now, Sir, 
with reſpe& to the Objection which impeaches the Propo- 
ſition under our Conſideration, with being either a Propo- 
fition for a new Tax, or a Propoſition for making an 
Encroachment upon the Sinking-Fund, I was, indeed, 
not a little ſurprized to hear it not only ſaid, but in- 
liſted on, that the Duty propoſed to be laid on any Sort 
of Sweets was a new Tax ; conſidering how general = 

Words 


_ 
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Duty was eſtabliſhed or continued. The Words of that 
Law in King William's Time, by which a Duty was firſt laid 
upon Sweets, are, For every Gallon of mixed Liquors, 
commonly called Sweets, made from Foreign or Englþ 
Materials:“ And by the Act of the 5th of the late Queen, 
by which the preſent Duty was firſt eſtabliſhed, the Words 
are, For every Barrel of Sweets made for Sale.“ Tis true 
a Doubt has ſince ariſen from the Deſcription of Sweets 
contained in another Act of King Villiam's Reign; but as 
that of the 5th of Queen Anne is a ſubſequent Law, and as 
the Words of it are genera], the Intention-certainly was to 
ſubject all Liquors, commonly called Sweets, to the preſent 
Duty, if they were made for Sale ; therefore we muſt ſup. 
poſe that this Doubt's not being clear'd up by a Trial, as 
well as by the Opinion of Lawyers, does not proceed from 
any Neglect in the Officers of the Revenue, or from their 
finding the Opinion of Lawyers againſt them, but from 
every Man's being perſuaded there was no Foundation for 
the Queſtion, therefore no Man would ſtand the Event of a 
Law-ſuir upon it; and the ſmall Produce of the Duty muſt 
be imputed to the ſame Cauſe; for as every Man knew he 
mult pay 36s. a Barrel, if he made any Sweets for Sale, and 
that, conſidering the Height of that Duty, he could expect 
no Advantage by the Sale, therefore very few Perſons at. 
tempted to make any ſuch Liquors for ſuch a dy a; ever 
fince this Duty was impoſed. Therefore, the Duty now 
propoſed to be laid on Sweets is ſo far from being a new Tax, 
that every Man in the Kingdom will look upon it as a Re- 
leaſe from an inſupportable Tax, and as a Reſtoring him to 
the full Uſe of his Garden and Orchard, which he has been 
deprived of ever ſince the preſent high Duty on Sweets took 
lace, 
Fs I ſhall readily acknowledge, Sir, that the preſent Duty 
on Sweets ftands appropriated to the South-Sea Company, 
and if the Produce of that Duty had ever been or could 
ever be worth taking any Notice of, the applying it to the 
current Service would be an Encroachment on the Sigking- 
Fund, becauſe it would be neceſſary to make it good tot 
South-SeaCompany out of the Sinking-Fund; but the S usb. dea 
Company can have no Right to any thing but the Produce 
of the preſent Duty, and if you were to aboliſh the Duty 
entirely, all that the South-Sea Company could lay Claim to 
would be a future Annuity equal to that Produce, at a Me- 
dium ever fince the Duty was firſt granted to them. Sup- 
poſe no other or heavier Duty had ever been laid on Sweets 


than 1s. per Barrel, which was the firſt Duty * — 
uc 
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their Annuity, and ſuppoſe we were now to Jay an additio- 
nal Tax of 115. per Barrel on ſuch Liquors, would the 
Suth-Sea Company have any Right to that additional Tax? 
Or would the Applying of it to the current Service be any 
Incroachment upon the Sinking-Fund ? For the ſame Rea- 
ſon, if by any new Regulation you make a conſiderable 
Increaſe in the Produce of the Tax, the South Sea Company 
can pretend no Right to that Increaſe, nor can the Appli- 
cation of it to the current Service be deemed an Incroach- 
ment upon the Sinking-Fund. The utmoſt that can be 
pretended is, that a future Annuity ought to be paid out of 
that increaſed Produce to the Sourh-Sea Company, or to the 
dinking- Fund, equal to the former Produce at a Medium, 
from the Time it was firſt appropriated to the Payment of 
our Debts. Such a future Annuity would, I ſay, be the only 
Thing that could, with any Shadow of Reaſon, be conten- 
ded for, and in the preſent Caſe that Annuity would be ſo 
conſiderable, that it is not to be regarded. 

« Thus it appears, Sir, that the Method propoſed for 
making good the Deficiency in the Supplies for this enſuing 
Year can neither be called a Propoſition for impoſing a new 
Tax, nor can it be called a Propoſition for making an In- 
eroachment upon the Sinking. Fund, or upon the Right of 
the South. Sea Company. But we have been told, that the 
Duty propoſed will either produce little or nothing, or it 
vill ſubject a great Number of our People to Exciſe-Laws- 
As to the future Produce of the Duty, it is impoſſible to 
foretell with any Certainty what it will amount to; but the 
loweſt Computation I ever heard of was 20,000 J. a Year, 
and if the future Produce amount to that Sum, it will be 
ſufficient for the End propoſed, becauſe it will not only pay 
the growing Intereſt yearly, but will likewiſe pay off a Part 
of the Principal yearly, ſo that the Whole may be at laſt 
diſcharged by the Means of this Duty only. Then as to 
Exciſe Laws, I have, tis true, heard a great many Excla- 
mations againſt the Rigour of ſuch Laws, and againſt the 
Inconveniencies and the Conſequences of ſubjecting our 
People to ſuch Laws; but the Misfortune is, that all theſe 
duppolitions are contradicted by Experience; for we have, 
for near this Century paſt, had ſuch Laws in this Kingdom, 
without being ſenfible of the leaſt Inconvenience ariſing 
irom them; and I believe thoſe who are ſubject to them 
Ive as happily and as independently as thoſe who are not. 
Theſe Laws are certain, and publicly known, and therefore 
tioſe who are ſubje to chem can be under no Dependance 


upon 


Anno 10. Geo, upon the Officers, but upon the Laws themſelyves: If 
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conform to the Law, they have not ſo much as a Favony 
to ask of any Commiſſioner or Officer of Exciſe ; and if 
any Officer behave rudely in the Execution of them, or W 
commits any Treſpais, he may be proſecuted for it, as eaſily ill 8 


as any other Subject. This they are ſenſible of, and there. W 


fore they have hitherto generally done their Duty with Wl ef 
as much Civility and Good- Nature as was poſſible; fo that 
fair Traders, who bring themſelves under no Suſpicion, are let 
ſeldom or ever ſubjected to any Inconvenience, nor are they ar 
ever viſited or diſturbed at unſeaſonable Hours, | 

But, Sir, ſuppoſing the Exciſe Laws to be as dangerons il ** 
and as oppreflive as they have been repreſented, our Farmers, i 
our Wine-Merchants, and Vintners, will be in the ſame Int 
Caſe they are at preſent; for if any of them ſhould begin Car 
to make Sweets for Sale, they would ſubject themſelves to Les 
the Exciſe Laws, even as the Duty ſtands regulated by the 
Laws now in being; and tho' the Conſumption of ſuch 
Liquors ſhould be very much increaſed by diminiſhing the 
Duty, as it probably will, it does not neceflarily follow that 
every Farmer who has an Elder-Hedge, or a Goosberry. 
Buſh in his Garden, ſhould become a Maker of Sweets, no 
more than it is neceſſary for every Man who has an Acre 
of Barley to become a Brewer or a Maltſter: If the Con- 
ſumption ſhould become very extenſive and general, tis 
certain that proper Perſons will ſet up the Trade for making 
ſuch Liquors for Sale, and will purchaſe ' Fruits for that 
Purpoſe from the Farmer at a reaſonable Price, in the ſame 
Way as Brewers, Diſtillers, and Maltſters now purchaſe 
their Barley. The only Difference I can ſee, is, that by 
this new Regulation, our Farmers will be put in a Way of 
making an Advantage of their Farms, which they have 
been debarred from ever ſince the high Duty upon Sweets 
took place; and the more Advantages they are enabled to 
make of their Farms, the better able will they be to pay 
their Rent to their Landlords ; ſo that every Landed Gen- 
tleman has, in my Opinion, great Reaſon to approve of the 
Propoſition now before us; for if it does not improve the 
Rent of his Eſtate, it will at leaſt contribute towards ren- 
dering the Payment of that Rent more certain and punc- 
tual. \ 

« T hope, Sir, I have fully anſwered all the ObjeQions 
made againſt the Propoſition now before us, and as all the 
Gentlemen who have ſpoke upon the other Side of the 
Queſtion, have acknowledged, that the Supplies we have 
agreed to ought to be made good by ſome Means or other, 


1 with they nad directly and plainly propoſed ſome other 
* p1a1n!y propo Method 
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Method; for upon ſetting the two Methods in oppoſite n 10. G. 
Lights, it would have been very eaſy to have determined, II. 1736-7. | 


FE which of them ought to be preferred. They have, indeed, 6 
fi given us ſome ſott of Hint of two other Methods, one of _ 
e. which, I mean that of an additional Shilling in the Pound AJ 
vich WY pon Land, might have bore ſome fort of Compariſon, if 
that e Land Tax for this enſuing Year had not been already 


ſettled, and the Bill actually brought in; ſo that it is now 
too late to think of any ſuch Method ; but if it were other- 
wiſe, if the Land Tax were ſtill to be ſettled, I am fure it 
would be very eaſy to ſhew, that of all the Methods we can 
think of for raiſing Money, that of over-loading the Landed 
Intereſt is the molt unjuſt, the moſt grievous, and the moſt 
dangerous, Even 25. in the Pound upon Land is a great 
deal too much, when the whole public Expence does not 
amount to much above two Millions; for as every Man 
ought in Juſtice to be made to contribute to the public Ex- 
pence, according to the Share of Riches he poſſeſſes, and as 
the Lands in Great Britain are not near equal in Value to 
the other Riches of the Nation, it is doing an Injuſtice to 


"0 Landed Intereſt, to make them contribute one Moiety 
Acre BY the public Charge, which will be their Caſe for this next 
Con WY anſuing Year. But as the Land Tax is now entirely out 


of tne Queſtion, I ſhall not take up your Time with enlarg- 
ing upon the Subject. | 


King The other Method hinted at is a Method extremely 
ame WY lauſible in Appearance, but I queſtion much, Sir, if it will 
baſe ver be found practicable; that I am ſure, it cannot be 


poled as a Method for raifing any Part of the Supplies we 


— tave already agreed to for this enſuing Year. In effect, it 
have dnrot properly be called a Method of providing for Sup- 


plies ; it is rather a Method for diminiſhing the uſual ne- 
eſſary Supplies, and cannot therefore come properly before 
in this Committee. I do not at all queſtion but there are 
nany ſine- cure Poſts in this Kingdom, as well as in every 
aher, and many uſeleſs or extravagant Salaries. Some of 
dem might perhaps be aboliſhed ; but I doubt much if it 
vill ever be in our Power to aboliſh them all, and therefore 
lam afraid the Saving in that Way. upon the ſevereſt Scrutiny, 


1 would not amount to near the Sum the Hon. Gentleman 
Mons uppoſes. However, let it amount to what it will, it cannot 
Uthe made a Proviſion for the Supplies of the next enſuing 
F the bear; becauſe if we were immediately to appoint a Com- 
have dine for enquiring into that Affair, we cannot ſuppoſe that 
ther WJ committee would be able to go through the Buſineſs in this 
other bon, nay, I doubt much if they would be able to make 


ren a partial Report; and as many of thoſe Poſts, I be- 
You, IV. 8 1 lievs « 
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next enſuing Year. 


| becauſe it is the only Method we can chuſe for doing 
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ſort of Free- hold, we could not at once, and wichout any 
Conſideration, turn the preſent Poſſeſſors out of their Free. 
hold; therefore, from ſuch an Enquiry the Nation could 
not expect any great immediate Advantage; at leaſt, not 
ſuch a great and immediate Advantage, as would be ſuffici- 
ent for making good the Deficiency in the' Supplies for the 


« I hope, Sir, I have ſaid enough for convincing every 
Gentleman, that the Method now under our Conſideration, 
for making good the Supplies of this next enſuing Year, 
will in all Probability be ſufficient for the End: propoſed ; 
and that of all the Methods that have been propoſed, or ſo 
much as hinted at, it is the leaſt burdenſome, and the leaſt 
liable to occafion any freſh Murmurs among; the People; 
therefore it is certainly the Method we ought: to chuſe. It 
is, indeed, in my Opinion, the only Method we have to 
chuſe; for, I think, I have ſhewn, that the other two Me- 
thods that have been mentioned, are both impracticable; 
and as I join in that which ſeems to be the general Opini- 
on, that the Supplies we have already voted ought to be 
made good, I think I am both in Honour and Conſcience 
bound to give my Aſſent to the Propoſition now before us, 


that which every Gentleman acknowledges ought to be done. 

This is the Subſtance of the ſeveral Debates which hap- 
pened in this Affair relating to Sweets; in which thoſe who 
were for the Duty got the better upon every Diviſion, 
except one, which was in relation to that Clauſe in the 
Bill, whereby it is provided, that nothing in that Act contain- 
ed ſhould extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to charge with 
any Duty ſuch Wine as the Owners or Occupiers of Bri- 
7i/þ Vineyards ſhould make from the Juice of the Grapes 
only growing thereon ; for the Adding of any ſuch Clauſe, 
to exempt ſuch Liquors from the Duty on Sweets, was 
oppoſed by moſt of the Gentlemen who were Favourers 
of the Duty and Bill; however, upon a Diviſion it was 
carried againſt them, and the Clauſe, as it now ſtands, 
was accordingly inſerted in the Bill. 

On Monday, May 16th. A Bill entitled, «© An Act to 
diſable Alexander Wilſon, Eſq; from taking, hold- 
ing, or enjoying any Office or Place of Magiftracy in the 
City of Edinburgh, or elſewhere in Great Britain, and for 
impriſoning the ſaid Alexander Wilſon, and for aboliſhing 
the Guard kept up in the faid City, commonly called the 
Town Guard, and for taking away the Gates of the Ne- 
#ber-Bow Part of the ſaid City, and keeping ** 
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their Conſtituents, from whom they derive their 
ſiting here, as they would do. to their R tatives them- 
ſelves, Ifany Preference 1s due, it is due to 
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Ndeing of Ref leges 3. but while. they are judg 
judging 0 85 b ile are j ing 
'f -» Conſtituent's Rights ar Properties, they are judging 
of what is nat their own, but what they have aply in Truſt ; 
and of which they therefore ought to be more tender. 
Duncan Farbes, Eſq; * It would '* 
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| ling. When th ex begin the Exerciſe of * 
7 r Step farther, and 
| as well as enquire, which Thy: could do no otherwiſe 
by the Bill now before us. As this is their ony Aim, as 
it is an Aim which cannot but be approved, I hope this 
Houſe will not be too jealous of its Privileges on ſach an 
Occaſion; for even tho' it were indiſputable that che other 
Houſe ought not to be allowed to bring in a Hill for in- 
flicting Pains and Penalties upon any City or Borough of 
Grem Britain, yet in a Caſe where no Incroachment is 
intended, and which may ſo greatly contribute to the do- 
meſtic Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary for both ſes, not to over. ſcrupulous in 
Point of Privilege“ J 
Sir Robert Walpole. «It was very natural forthe other 

Houſe to enter this Enquiry, becanſe there is ge. 
nerally a Kind of Ceſſation of Buſineſs in that 'Houle, - 
during the firſt three or four Weeks of the Seſſion, Which 
are generally in the Houfe of Commons =_ tip ih ſettling 
the Supplies for the current Services of the ernment. 
Jam as jealous of the Rights of this Houſe, as any Gentle- 
man here ; ' but I think too ſcrupulous a Jealouſy” may at 
this Time be attended with the worſt of Conſequences. As 
to what my Honourable and Learned Friend behind me 
mentioned, about the Tenderneſs we ought to fliew to the 
Corporations and Boroughs we repreſent, eſpecially thoſe 
of Scotland; I think, Sir, our going upon this Bill is the 
_ greateſt Mark of Tenderneſs we cat ſhew. It is in Order 
to puniſh, in a more examplary Manner, 'a Practice, that 
has been but too much encouraged” of late; a Practice, 
that if not ſuppreſſed, muſt deſtroy the Right of all Cor- 
porations; and perhaps aboliſh the Privileges of "this Houle, 
and the very Form of our Cobiſtitution. The other 
Houſe having entered upon this Enquiry, has brought the 
Bill'ts ſuch a Forwardneſs, that perhaps it may come Time 
enough to prevent the Conſequences before it is too late; 
therefore, I think, we ate rather obliged to the Taub 
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Concern they have taken in this Affair, and I hope Gentle. Ann 16. C | 
men will not oppoſe the Bill, without better Reaſons than II. 1736-7. 4 


any that have yet appeared.“ 


Sir William Windham. I am very ſorry that what the $;- Nia 
Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt has ſaid is but too Windbam. 


true, The firſt Part of our Seſſion is commonly ſpent in 
granting Money to the Crown; but formerly it was other- 
wiſe; and if this Houſe had taken Example by their An- 
ceſtors, inſtead of voting a Supply the 2d or 3d Day of the 
Seflion, they would have voted an Enquiry into thoſe Riots 
and Tumults, which of late have been ſo frequent and fo 
general all over the Kingdom; for the People never grow 
tumultuous without ſome Cauſe, and *tis very probable the 
late Tumults have proceeded from ſome Abuſes or ſome 
Grievances which they ought to enquire into. The beſt 
Way of judging of Men's Intentions is by their Actions; 
and as the Bill brought from the other Houſe is certainly, 
as we think, an Incroachment upon the Privileges of this 
Houſe, the ſureſt and ſafeſt Way of judging is, to ſuppoſe 
an Incroachment was intended, Incroachments have always 
been made at the moſt favourable Junctures; and if ever 
the other Houſe ſhould endeavour to incroach upon this, 
they will always take Occaſion to do it, with reſpect to 
Bills which ſeem abſolutely neceſſary ; ſo that if we made 
the Expediency, or even the Neceſſity of a Bill, a good 
Reaſon for ſubmitting to an Incroachment, we ſhould very 
ſoon have no Privileges left. As this Houſe is the Grand 
Inqueſt of the Nation, it is their proper Buſineſs to enquire 
into all public Abuſes, eſpecially where any of their own 
Members are concerned ; and if the other Houſe does upon 
any Occaſion take upon them to enquire into any ſuch pub- 
lic Abuſe, they ought to proceed no further ; they might 
then at a Conference communicate to that Houſe the Diſ- 
coveries they had made, and leave it to that Houſe to pro- 
ceed by Impeachment, or by a Bill of Pains and Penalties ; 
which the other Houſe might have done in the preſent 
Caſe; and their not having done fo ſeems to ſhew, they 
had an Intention to take Advantage of that favourable Op- 
portunity for making a little Incroachment upon a Privi- 
lege, which they knew would have otherwiſe been ſtrenu- 
ouſly conteſted, Whether or no there is a Neceſſity for 
puniſhing the City, or any of the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh, 
cannot appear to us now, and therefore cannot be an Ar- 
gument of the leaſt Weight in this Debate ; but ſuppoſe 
there is ſuch a Neceſſity, there is no Neceflity of the 
Seſſion's breaking up at a certain Day. We may go upon 
an Enquiry immediately ; the Witneſſes are all in _ 
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theſe Witneſſes may ſoon be exam ined; and upon that Rut. 
mination, we may order a new Bill to be brought in, if we 
ſaw Cauſe; and that new Bill may paſs through bath 
Houſes long before it will be abſelutely neceſlary to put an 
End to the Seflion : Therefore, I ſee no Inconvenience that 
can enſue ſrom not receiving the Bill now brought from 
the other Houſe; and for that Reaſon cannot agree wity 
being read a firſt Time.“. 0B 466 
The Bill however was read a firſt Time, aud upon a 
Motion for reading it a ſecond Time, Patrick Lindſay, Eſq; 
Member for Edinburgh, ſpoke as follows. 
Mr. SPEAKER, ) 
SIR, ANG 
The Concern which I have in this Bill, as it affects the 
Rights, the Privileges, and Franchiſes of the City which 
F have the Honour to repreſent in this Houſe, as well as it 
affects perſonally him who has now the Honour to be the 
Chief Mag iſtrate of that City; this Concern, I ſay, Sir, 


will (I hope) plead my Excuſe to this Honourable Houle, 


for preſuming to take upon me, Sir, to ſubmit to your Con- 
fideration, my Senſe of this Bill, and of the Effects of it, 
fhould it paſs into a Law. Sir, That cruel, barbarous and 
inhuman Murder, that moſt outragious and atrocious Riot, 
which was committed at Edinburgh the 7th of September laſt, 
mult affect every Perſon of Humanity with Horror: And 
as it was, Sir, a trampling upon all Civil Governments, 
and a bold and manifeſt Violation of the Laws, and a direct 
Inſult upon the legal Authority, it cannot fail to raiſe 
Gentlemen's Indignation, and to rouſe the Reſentment of 
every true Briton to do Jultice to the Public, by purſuing 
any Meafure that may be moſt likely to puniſh ſo black 
a Crime, a Crime ſo dangerous to civil Society, and to 
bring the execrable and deſperate Authors of it to condign 
Puniſhment But, Sir, I hope Gentlemen's Zea] for 
Juſtice will not ſo far blind their Underſtanding, as to allow 
themſelves to be diverted fron the Purſuit of Jaſtice, and 
to be miſled from the right Scent by falling upon the Inno- 
cent, and there to allow the Guilty to eſcape and to paſs 
unheeded. — By whom, Sir, was this bloody Murder, this 
outrageous Riot committed? By a Mob, Sir; a Mob com- 
poſed, as Mobs commonly are, of the loweſt Claſs' of the 
People, by Perſons of diſſolute and bad Lives, and of worſe 
Manners ; Perſons who deſpiſe the Office of Magiſtracy, and 
hate the Perſons of Magiſtrates, becauſe Magiſtrates puniſh 
and controul their Crimes, and reſtrain them from AQs of 
Violence, and from committing Diſorders; Perſons who are 
prone to do Miſchief, and when they can do it with * 
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of Impunitys rarely fail to infult and abuſe the Perſons of n ro. G A 
Magiſtrates— And who, Sir, are by this Bill to be pu- II. 1736-7. 
niſned for this Riot? Thoſe who committed the Inſult? 
No, Sir; this Bill thoſe who were inſulted are to be 
puniſhed. Is the Inſolence of the Multitude to be 
by this Bill? No, Sir; the Hands of the Civil Magiſtrate 
ate to be weakened by this Bill. In a free Country, Sir, 
the Civil Magiſtrate only can ſuppreſs and prevent Riots 
and Diſorders: And how? By puniſhing of Rioters and diſ- 
orderly Perſons. And if the Hands of the Civil Magiſtrate 
are not ſtrengthened, the Office of Magiſtracy muſt become 
uſeleſs. ——dir, I have obſerved, fince I came laſt to this 
Place, that a very odd Notion has prevailed here, and with 
great Grief and Concern, Sir, I find this Notion to be ge- 
neral, that Perſons of all Ranks, (in that Country where 
that abominable Crime was committed) favour this foal, this 
black, this moſt deteſtable Crime; than which, Sir, nothing 
is more unjuſt, nothing more falſe and untrue, I therefore 
beg Leave to explain this a little. The Mobs in that part 
of the Kingdom, Sir, reſemble very much the Mobs here; 
they are compoſed here as well as there (and I believe 
every where) of ſuch Perſons as I have juſt now deſcribed 
to you; but there is one Difference betwixt the Mobs in 
that Country and your Mobs here, and that is, however 
wicked the Mobs in that Country may be, yet they are not 
ſo abandoned as to do Miſchief with their Eyes open. But, 
vir, the loweſt Claſs of People in that Country have ge- 
erally ſpeaking a Turn to Enthuſiaſm, and ſo ſtrong is the 
Influence, ſuch is the Force of Deluſion, that they can 
work themſelves up to a firm Perſuaſion and thorough Be- 
lief that any Miſchief they are to do is not only lawful but 
ludable z that it is their Duty to do it, and from a reli- 
gious Principle, to do it at any riſque, even at the riſque of 
their Lives, 
Hence it is, Sir, that Riots and Diſorders are leſs fre- 
quent in that Country than here, and when Mobs do riſe 
there, they are more determined, and conſequently more 
dangerous. 
* The unthinking Multitude, Sir, are but too much en- 
couraged in this by the Clergy ; for, Sir, when the Clergy 
ae like to be defeated or diſappointed in any particular 
View of diſpoſing of any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice and Prefer- 
ment as they have a Mind, becauſe the Law ſtands in their 
Way, they abuſe the unwary People, Sir, and ſpirit them up 
t0 deſpiſe and diſobey the Law, by this dangerous Doctrine, 
too often inculcated—upon ſuch Occaſions, that fach a Law 
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Doctrine, this ſeditious Practice; in open 
ly and publicly maintaining it, cannot be charged, Fir, 
gpon the Church of Scotland. or upon the Clergy of that 
Country in general. They, Sir, by much the major Part of 
them, are good Men as well as good Chriſtians, Men 
of ſound Principles in their Lives, and in their Practice, 
blameleſs; Men who think, as every Gentleman of this 
Houſe does, Sir, that the Laws of every Country ought to 
be obey'd, as the ſole and only Rule of Government in 
every Country; but this ſeditious Doctrine is preached up 
by thoſe wild, hot-headed, violent High Church Clergy, 
who are not to be ſatisfied with any Power, unleſs they 
poſſeſs all Power; and by them only. Yes, Sir, I am for. 
ry to ſay it, we have High-church Preſbyterians, who have 
higher Notions of Clerical Power, than any Proteſtant 
Clergy whatever; ſome there are, Sir, who aſſert and 
maintain an abſolute Independency on the Civil Power. 
Sir, the dangerous Effect of Doctrines of this Kind is, that 
when Men are taught and brought to believe, that any Law 
whatever in Iniquity eftabliſhed by Law, and while it re- 
mains in Force under the Sanction of the Legiſlature it may 
nevertheleſs be diſobey'd, and the Civil Magiſtrate reſiſted 
in the Execution of it, Men of weak Underſtanding and 
ſtrong Paſſions will eaſily deceive themſelves, and look 
upon every Law that interferes with their Paſſions to be 
Iniquity ; eſpecially, Sir, if they have, as all weak People 
commonly have, a good Opinion ef themſelves and of 
their own ſuperior Sanctity and Holineſs. | 

Now, Sir, I muſt beg Leave to explain the Source of 
theſe late Diſorders, that have given ſo much Trouble to 
the Legiſlature. 

* The pernicious Practice of Smuggling prejudicial to 
the fair Trader, and fo hurtful to the common and general 
Good of the Nation, has prevailed but too much in that 
Country, Sir, as well as in this. Whoever, Sir, may be 
the Importers and Proprietors of Run Goods, it is molt 
certain, that the loweſt Claſs of Men, the Dregs of the 
People, thoſe Perſons who compoſe Mobs, are the Perſons 
employ'd in the running of theſe Goods, and they get ſo 
much more, Sir, by this illicit Trade, than they, can by 
honeſt Labour, that they negle& their Labour for the 
Sake ot this vile and deſtructive Trade. 60 

As this loweſt Herd of Mankind, Sir, have been taught 
that one Law is Iniquity, they have taught themſelves that 
ſome other Laws are fo too; if one may judge of their 
Principles by their Practice, all your Revenue Laws 
in an unfavourable Light with them, Sir.“ 1 tw 

yer 
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Every Gentleman, Sir, has heard of the Execution of {nn 10. G.. 
that noted Smuggler Andrew Wilfon, whence all this Mis- II. 1736 7, 7 
chief has flowed. That deluded Man, Sir, maintained to WWW 
the Hour of his Death, that he was moſt unjuſtly condem- 
ned, and died with great Tranquillity ; ſo firm, ſo fixed 
was he in the Belief of his own | Mts ; he maintained 
this, Sir, in a Debate with one of the Rev. Miniſtets of 
Edinburgh, and a very able Clergyman he is. When this 
Miniſter, Sir, was endeavouring to underceive him, and bring 
him to a Senſe of his Guilt of the Crime for which he was ; 
condemned, he admitted that he had taken Money from 
a Collector of the Revenue by Violence; that he did it becauſe 
he knew no other way of . at it; that the Officers 
of the Revenue had by their Practice taught him this was 
lawful, for they had often ſeized and carryed off his Goods 
by Violence, and ſo long as they had Goods of his of 
greater Value in their Hands than all the Money he took 
from them, they were ſtill in his Debt, and he had done no 
Wrong. 
I] am afraid, Sir, this Martyr to this new heretical Sect 
of Smuggling was too much favoured by the miſled and 
unwary Multitude ; too many of them thought, as he him- 
ſelf did, Sir, that he was unjuſtly condemned, and every one 
who firmly believed this would, no doubt, think it his Duty 
to fave and to reſcue this innocent Perſon (as they thought 
him) from the Rigour of Law ; and, Sir, if the Magiſtrates 
of Edinburgh had not taken extraordinary Precautions to 
put this Sentence in Execution, he, this Vilpn, Sir, would 
very probably have been reſcued by the Multitude.— But, 
Sir, when they ſaw themſelves diſappointed, no ſooner was 
this Execution over, than they began to wreck their Malice 
upon that Guard which had, upon many other Occaſions 
as well as that, ſuppreſt their Diſorders, and reſtrained their 
guilty Hands from doing of Miſchief, and committing of 
real not imaginary Iniquity ; upon that Guard, Sir, which 
is to be aboliſhed by this Bill. —— Upon this Occaſion, 
Sir, the unhappy Perſon who then commanded the Guard, 
did, from an Apprehenſion I ſuppoſe that he might be over- 
powered by the great Crowds of People then aſſembled, de- 
ſend himſelf and his Men by their Fire Arms, whereby ſe- 
veral of the Multitude were killed and wounded: And 
what were the Effects of this, Sir? — The Perſons who 
were then killed and wounded were of that Claſs of People 
who commonly attend ſuch melancholy Spectacles, Sir, 
that is, of the loweſt Claſs. The Mob, Sir, from that 
Moment began to murmur, from an Apprehenſion, that be- 
cauſe no Perſon of Rank and Condition had been killed, 
Vol. IV. 3&2 | there 
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Au 10. Gos. therefore would this barbarous Murderer (as they called 
II. 1736-7. him) eſcape from Juſtice by the Favour of Perſons of Con- 


WY dition. And in this, Sir, they were not miſtaken, for ce 
q No ſooner was this unhappy Pefon condemned by Law, gr 
Sir, than Numbers of Perſons of Condition ſet a Petition on WY {a 

foot to intercede with her Majeſty (then Guardian of the of 

Realm) for Mercy; they did this, Sir, not ſo much out of 

Tenderneſs to this Man, that they thought his Caſe hard, 

as from another Motive, a Motive of a public Nature; ef 

and that was, Sir, ſnould this Sentence have taken Effect, 

the Mob. would become more inſolent, when they found de; 

| that the Civil Magiſtrate, or other Perſons acting under mc 
* his Authority, were in no better Caſe than they who re- nu 
ſiſted the Civil Magiſtrate in the Execution of the Law; but dot 
if by this Man's Pardon, if by the Inter poſition of Merey 10 

from the Crown, they were convinced, that every Perſon Cre 

who acted by Law, to put the Laws in Execution, adted — 

ſafely, and that every Perſon that acted otherwiſe did it tm! 

with a Rope about his Neck, that would effectually ſup- © | 

preſs the Inſolence of the Multitude, and force Obedience tic 

to the Law, even from thoſe baſe Minds who by Force alone ii: 

are to be driven into a Senſe of their Duty, -Who Nat 

then, Sir, of that Country approves of that wicked Mur lap 

der and Riot? The Mob only, Sir, by whom it was com 2 

mitted ; Perſons who have no Property, and therefore are obſe 

fond of Diſorders, becauſe they can loſe nothing by DiſW ind 

orders, and if they can eſcape Corporal Puniſhment, are ont 

ten Gamers by public Calamity and Diſorder. whit 

This then, Sir, appears plainly to be a Diſpute betwixi ef t 

the People of Scotland, (by whom, Sir, I mean every Mau bott 

of Property, every Freeman, every Man who may ſuſfer i don 

by the Subverſion of the Laws, and by the Loſs of Liberty) nak 

a and whom, Sir? The Canalzie, the Dregs of the People oi one 
% Scotland, that Claſs who are anciently call'd by your Law c. 
Villains; that ignorant Herd of Bigots, who are alwayg % 

miſled by crafty and ill-deſigning Clergymen ; for Men o ith 

Senſe and Knowledge, Sir, have a much ſurer and a bettei i The: 

Guide, that is, right Reaſon, that eternal and unerringgl be! 

Rule. ted u 

« Sir, It is a great Misfortune to that Country where thi the v 

bloody Tragedy was acted, that many Gentlemen who heat art 

me are ſo much Strangers to it, Strangers to its Laws and Foot 

Cuſtoms, Strangers to the Manners and Tempers of than © 

People, Strangers to theſe different Ways of thinking of tha 'olut 

People of Knowledge and Condition, from the Principles o tor: 

the inferior Moltitude, which I have now, Sir, been endes "n[ep: 

vouring to explain to you, ſo far as they relate to the pre Nati 

ſent Caſe. There tle Þ 


* 
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« Therefore, Sir, if it is the Senſe of the Houſe to Anno 10. Get; 
ceed upon this Bill, the Conſideration of it — D 
greater Attention, the Intereſt of Eng/and makes it neceſ- 9 | 
ary ; 'tis an Affair of the utmoſt Conſequence to the Liberty 
of the SubjeR, and as it ought, it will no doubt be treated 
2s ſuch, for the United Kingdom is greatly intereſted in the 
Manner of determining of this Bill, as well as in the Fate 
of it. | 
« Sir, While the two Nations remained in a State of In- 
dependency, thoſe frequent Wars, which are but too com- 
mon betwixt neighbouring Nations, begot mutual Fears, 
mutual Jealoufies and Diſtruſts, national Hatred, and na- 
tional Averſions: But as the Cauſe of theſe national Feuds 
and Enmities moſt happily ceaſed by the Union of the 
Crowns, I hope, Sir, the Effe& alſo ceaſed with the Cauſe. 
— From that happy Period, Sir, both Nations were 
embark'd upon the ſame Bottom ; the Honour and Intereſt 
of both became the common and inſeperable Cauſe of both; 
the Honour and Intereſt of one could not be hurt without 
ieing the other; and I think, Sir, the Subjects of both 
Nations became very ſoon ſenſible of this, that by that 
happy Accident they were reduced from a State of Enmity 
toa State of perpetual Friendſhip ; and I think we may 
obſerve from Experience, that thoſe national Prejudices 
and Diſtruſts began very ſoon to abate: Even ſo early, Sir, 
the unhappy Civil War in the Reign of King Charles I. 
yhich broke out within leſs than 40 Years after the Union 
of the Crowns. May we not obſerve, Sir, the Subjects of 
both Nations, who were of the ſame Sentiments and Opi- 
tions with regard to the Cauſes of that unhappy War, 
making and entering into Alliances and Confederacies with 
one another againſt the Subjects of both Nations who were 
of contrary Sentiments? Was not that War carried on by 
Seot/men and Engliſhmen againſt Engliſhmen and Scot/men 
without the leaſt national Diſtinction, or national Diſtruſt ? 
They were even at that time, Sit, perfectly ſenſible, that 
the Liberties of any one of the Nations could not be ſubver- 
ted without deſtroying the Liberties of the whole, and that 
the whole could not be preſerved unleſs the Liberty of every 
* of the whole was preſerved and ſecured upon the ſame 

ooting. 

' The ſame Thing appeared, Sir, at the late happy Re- 
yolution : Were not the Subjects of both Nations equally 
forward, equally zealous in the Cauſe of Liberty, a Cauſe 
nſeparably common to both? And did not a few of both 
Nations, without Diſtinction, adhere to what they called 
the Prerogative of the Crown, and the indefeaſible . 
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Anne 10. Geo, of che unhappy and unfortunate Prince then upon the 
II. 1736-7. Throne? But now, Sir, we are in a Situation very different 


1 


from that; we are now, Sir, by an incorporating Union 
become one and the ſame People, bound and cemented 
together by all the Ties that bind Individuals in civil 
Society. 

The repreſentative Body of the People of Scotland did, 
upon that Occaſion, Sir, expreſs an abſolute Truſt and Con- 
fidence in this Nation of Erg/and; no Security, no Guaran. 
tee whatever, was on their Part required for the Performance 
of the ſeveral Articles and Conditions ſtipulated by that 
Treaty in our Favour, other than the Faith of a Britif Par. 
liament. In this, Sir, they ated moſt wiſely ; for what 
Security, what Force, what Power, what Conſtitution could 
have been contriv'd, that could have proved fo abſolute, 
ſo real, and ſo effectual a Security, as the Faith, the Juſtice, 
the Honour, the Candour of an Engliſh Parliament; I fay 


an Engliſh Parliament, Sir; for in a Parliament of Great. 


Britain, the Repreſentatives of that Part of the United 
Kingdoms du not make up the tenth Part of either 
Houle. 

We had, Sir, the Experience of Ages to induce us to 
follow ſo wiſe a Courſe; the Legiſlature of England had 
always ated wiſely, never like arbitrary Governments from 
Caprice or Humour, but had always ſteadily purſued the 
real Intereſis of the Nation of Eng/and with great Judgment, 
great Sagacity and Forecaſt ; and we, Sir, were ſenſible that 
our Intereſts were the ſame with yours, that ſo long as you 
minded your own Intereſts, ours muſt be ſafe in your Hands. 
Then, Sir, however weak and ignorant People may think 
or act, People who are weak enough to be miſted by national 
Prejudices, yet the Wiſdom of the Nation will always act 
uniformly, always act wiſely.” 

I know, Sir, 'tis the Way of ſpeaking without Doors 
among ſuch weak and fooliſh People, that the Legiſlature 
may be unconcerned and indifferent as to any public Meaſure 
as to Scotland ; that 'tis a Matter of no Moment how, or in 
what Manner any public Law affects that Country; whether 
theſe People are diſſatisfied or not, ſhould they be ever ſo 
much diſpleaſed, ever ſo much angry, it is of no Conſe- 
quence ; ſhould they ever take it into their Heads to mutiny 
and to riſe in Rebellion, it ſignifies nothing, for we have 
always as many Troops quartered amongtt them as are 
ſufficient to conquer them. 

© This is eafily ſaid, Sir, and I admit it might be as 
eaſily done too ; but becauſe ſuch a Thing might be done, 
would ſuch a Meaſure be juſt, would it be a wile Meaſure ? 

| , 
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Sir, ſo fooliſh and ſo foul a Deed as this would be falſely Ano 10. Geo, 
called Conqueſt ; it would be an AR of Treachery, it II, 1736-7, 


would be Treaſon, Sir, Treaſon of the blackeſt Kind! 
Treaſon againſt the People! If any Perſon of Condition 
was to talk thus, ſhould the greateſt Perſon of the Nation 
infinuate ſuch a Thing by way of Advice, this Houſe would 
take Notice of it, Sir; this Houſe would impeach ſuch a 
Perſon as an Enemy to the Public, as a moſt dangerous 
public Enemy ; and give me Leave to ſay, Sir, that if ever 
the Legiſlature ſhould be ſo blind to its own Intereſt, ſo 


falſe to the Truſt repoſed in them by the People, as to al- 
low ſuch a Uſe to made as this of thoſe Forces, which 
are maintained by the People, for the Preſervation of their 


Liberty, the ſame Number that could conquer Scotland, 
could with much greater Facility conquer Eng/and. 

Such Conqueſts as theſe, Sir, are eaſily made; very little 
Skill would be required in the General that would make 
ſo glorious a Conqueſt ; Treachery, Treachery alone is 
the only Qualification neceſſary for the Executioner of 
ſuch a Project: But would the Conqueſt be as eaſily main- 
tained as made? No, Sir. 

* It is a common Saying, Sir, That Oppreſſion makes 
all Men of one Mind. In that Event, Sir, ten Times 
the Number of Forces that made this Conqueſt, and per- 
haps made it with Eaſe too, would prove too few to main- 
tain it, 

Every Gentleman, who is the leaſt acquainted with 
Hiſtory, knows what Miracles Oppreſſion hath work'd 
upon the Oppreſſed. Do not the States of Holland owe 
their Being to Oppreſſion? Do not the Swiſs Cantons owe 
their Freedom and Independency to Oppreflion ? Does not 
Portugal owe its Independency to the indiſcreet and op- 
preſſive Meaſures of the Court of Spain? But I beg Leave, 
Sir, to bring one Inſtance nearer home. 

The Cambrian Gauli were reduced by force of Arms. 
As the Conqueſt of this powerful Country was once de- 
termined by the Fate of one Battle at Haſtings, ſo they, Sir, 
after the Loſs of a Battle, were obliged (as you did) to ſub- 
mit to Neceflity, This Conqueſt was eaſily made; but was 
it as eaſily maintained? No, Sir; every one knows what 
Blood and Treaſure it coſt you to keep this Province in 
Subjection; and ſo ſenſible were your Anceſtors of this, 
that after the Experience of near three Centuries, Sir, ſuch 
was their Wiſdom, that they of their own accord, and a 
wiſe Meaſure it was, Sir! I fay, of their own accord, 
made that brave and invincible People a free People ; and 
how, Sir? By admitting them to ſhare as the Legiſlature 


= 


— 
10. Geo. in this Houſe, by making them one and the fame People 
II. 2736.7. nationally with yourſelves, and removing, as far in you 
WY, by, all National DiſtinQions, that there ſhould be no more 
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Difference betwixt an Eng/i4 and a {4 Man than there 
now is betwixt an antient Pritor, a Roman, a Saxon, an 
- Angle, a Fute, a Dane, or a Norman. | 


« Is it then to be imagined, Sir, that the Legiſlature of 


Great Britain could be capable of ſuch Indiſcretion, as to 
deſtroy, or in the leaſt to impair and abate, that Harmony 
between the two United Nations, upon which the Happi- 
neſs of both ſo much depends? That you, Sir, could by 
any unequal Dealing, or partial Procedure, force that an- 
tient and invincible Nation, that free and independent 
Nation, who, of their own accord, freely, without the leaſt 
Reſtraint or Neceſſity, traſted themſelves abſolutely to your 
Faith, after both Nations had from an Experience of 
100 Years, from a juſt Senſe of their true and real In- 
tereſts, come to an abſolute and determined Reſolution to 
become abſolutely and entirely one and the ſame People 
That you, Sir, who are the ſole and only Guarantees of 
this Treaty, ſhould force this Nation from this State of 
Friendſhip, a Friendſhip ſecured by every Tye that can 
bind Friends ! That you, I fay, Sir, ſhould force them back 
again into a State of Enmity ! That you ſhould, contrary 
to all common Senſe and common Honeſty, betray this 
great Truſt, and by Acts of Severity and Oppteſſion, drive 
this Nation into a State of Slavery ! This, Sir, is abſolutely 
3mpoſiible ſo long as Mankind are poſſeſt of Common Senſe 
in the ſmalleſt Degree; for no Argument is neceſlary, Sir, 
to convince you, that if ever any Part, eſpecially ſo great 
and conſiderable a Part of this United Kingdom, is reduced 
to a State of Slavery, the whole muſt ſoon undergo the 
fame Fate. We are now too cloſely united, not only 
bound but cemented together, by too many and too ſtrong 
Tyes to be ever ſeparated, without tearing out the Vitals 
of the United Kingdom, and rending it into Pieces. In all 
Events, both muſt ſhare the ſame Fate, both muſt be free, 
or both muſt be Slaves. A free State, Sir, knows no 
Maſter but the Law; Freemen are governed by Law, and 
by Law only; Slaves are governed not by Law but by 
Arbitrary Rule, by Acts of Violence, and by Military 
Force; and whoever is Maſter of that Force, muſt be 
Maſter of all. If any part of the United Kingdom mult 
ſubmit to Slavery, all and every part muſt ſubmit. to 
Slavery, for no Propoſition is more obvious and ſelf-evident 
than this, that in a National Senſe, Scotland is as much 2 


Part of England as the Counties of Kent or Cornwall 
are; 


aan 
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are; and this County of Middleſex, and 
land is as much a Part of Scotland as the County of Edin- 
burgh is: That the Intereſts of all and of every Part of 


Great Britain are ſo abſolutely and ſo entirely the ſame, 
that no one Part can be burt without affecting the whole, 
no more than the natural Body can be hurt or maim'd in 
any of its Members without feeling Pain ; and therefore, 
Sir, every Part of the Whole muſt be equally the Care of 
the Legiſlature : And if this be ſo— then, Sir, this Bill 
muſt ſtand or fall by its own Merits. It will be try'd by this 
Houſe, Sir, with the utmoſt Impartiality, and with the 
ſtricteſt Regard to Juſtice, —It will be conſidered by this 
Houſe, Sir, as if this unhappy Diforder had been com- 
mitted in the City of Landon, in York, Briftel, or any other 
Corporation in Eagland; and I ſubmit it to Gentlemen's 
Conſideration, how they, eſpecially they who repreſent 
Cities and Burghs, how they, I ſay, like Bills of this kind. 
—Becauſe a Diſorder and a Crime has been commitced, 
and becauſe the Criminals have eſcaped and fled from 
Juſtice, therefore the Magiſtrates of that City or Burgh 
are to be puniſhed by Bill, and the Corporation itſelf ſuffer 
in its Rights and Franchiſes, and be deprived of its Privi- 
leges. I have already hinted at the firſt Attempt that was 
made upon the Liberties of this Iſland : Gentlemen will ob- 
ſerve where that firſt Attempt was made, and where it 
pointed, and they may thank their Anceſtors of that Ge- 
neration, Who had Sagacity and Forecaſt enough to foreſee 
where it muſt end, and foreſaw it before it was too late. 
Principiis abſta is a good Maxim. — I am not Lawyer 
enough, Sir, to form any Opinion of Bills of this Nature, 
but one part of the Procedure in another Place, in order to 
found this Bill, appears to me to be ſomewhat dangerous to 
the Privileges 7 the Commons of Great Britain; and that 
is, Sir, — the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh are ordered to at- 
tend at the Bar of another Houſe on a certain Day, they 
appear, but we are not told whether they are ordered to 
attend as Evidences to give Information, or as Perſons ac- 
cuſed of any thing. No, Sir; they are directly put upon 
Oath, and ſeverally examined, direct Queſtions put, and 
direct and categorical Anſwers inſiſted upon, under no leſs 
Penalty than Contempt. They are not told, Sir, your 
Anſwer to this or to that Queſtion may affect yourſelf 
penally, and therefore you are at Freedom to anſwer it or 
not ; and nevertheleſs, Sir, upon thoſe Anſwers is the Bill 
founded. I fay, Sir, I ſhall not pretend to form any Opi- 
nion of Bills of this kind. In my preſent way of think- 
ing, Sir, every State muſt have a Power to fave itſelf, = 


every Part of Eng. face 10. G 
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| * to. Ce. the whole Legiſlature may uſe any Method whatever to fave 


II. 1736-7. the Public; but I have always underſtood that Proceedings : 

by Bills, ſuch as this, were always conſider'd as Remedies in 7 

Caſes of extreme Neceſſity, and in ſuch only. Therefore r 

the firſt Queſtion before you, Sir, is, Whether this be a 1 

Caſe of that kind. I am ſenſible, Sir, I cannot now enter 8 

upon the Merits of this Bill, but I hope it will not be l 

improper, if I explain to the Houſe, Sir, the Occafion of p 

this Bill.——The Report, Sir, that the Mob would make * 

an Attempt to commit this Crime was pretty univerſal, | 

and that this Attempt was to be made upon the Day ap- 4 

pointed for this unhappy Man's Execution, unleſs he was * 

executed at the uſual Hour according to his Sentence. B 

Agrecable to this Intelligence the Magiſtrates of Edinbergh 0 

uſed Precautions, and proper Precautions they were, Sir, M 

gg to prevent this Miſchief ; but the Mob, Sir, they were like. th 

wiſe ſenſible that their wicked Purpoſe might reach the ab 

| Ears of the Magiſtrates, and if it did, Sir, were like. th 
wiſe ſenſible, from fatal and dear-bought Experience, that 

the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh had always, and upon all for- 7 

mer Occaſions, by the means of this City Guard, Sir, _ 


ſuppreſt Mobs and Tumults, and puniſhed the Authors and 
Ringleaders of them with great Severity. By all that can * 
be learned, Sir, (and great Pains have been taken to 


make Diſcovery) I ſay, Sir, it appears by the Diſ- - 
coveries that have been made, that the Mob deſpaired 8 


of Succeſs, and therefore, Sir, a Number of the moſt de. 
termined entered into a Conſpiracy, and bound themſelves he 
by a ſolemn Oath to execute any Purpoſe that ſhould be wh 
agreed on by the Majority, and to loſe their Lives rather | 


than to diſcover this Secret, or to diſcover one another ; * 
and if Gentlemen knew how ſtrong and ſacred a Tye an 7 
Oath is with theſe People, they would not be ſurprized Wl dn 
that this Secret was ſo well kept.—There is no direct J 
Proof of this, Sir, but the Preſumption from ſeveral Cir- — 
cumſtances is very ſtrong, and the Event makes it highly | 
probable. For this Attempt to ſurprize and difarm the — 


City Guard, upon which the Succeſs of their whole Scheme 
depended, was executed in a Moment, upon a Signal, and — 
at a Iime, when no Magiſtrate or Citizen of Edinburgh 
had the leaſt Suſpicion of it, nor indeed any other Perſon, 
unleſs thoſe who were in the Plot: This, Sir, plainly ap- 

ars to have been the Caſe; and if it is ſo, where is the * 
Guilt of the Magiſtrates or Citizens of Edinbugb?— All 
the World heard, Sir, of Miſchiefs that were threatened * 
by the Mob here, when the Gin-Act was to take place, and 


ö agreeable to theſe Reports, Precautions were taken to pre- Fr 
vent 
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yent theſe Riots and Diſorders that were threatened ;. but une 10. Geo? 
when, — — mg > per cir Fig and A, before, 1I. 1936-7. 
Now, Sir, a Number of this Mob enga 

themſelves * Plot, and kept their Secret, and bal N 
Night before theſe Precautions were taken committed any 

outrageous and criminal Act of Violence, and had under 

the Favour of the Night and other Diſguiſes of Apparel all 

of them made their Eſcape, would it have been thought 

neceſſary to have brought in a Bill to puniſh the Ma- 

giſtrates and the Cities of London and Weſtminſter ? Sir, I 

think this is preciſely the Caſe, and I therefore ſubmit it 

to the Houſe, Sir, if there is the leaſt Foundation for this 

Bill ? Should this Bill, Sir, paſs into a Law, the Office of 

Civil Magiſtracy would become ſo dangerous that no wiſe 

Man, no prudent Man, would ever accept of it; and if 

the Magiſtrates of this City have been, at this Period, un- 

able to ſuppreſs a Tumult, when they had Power to ſupport 

their Authority, how can they preſerve: the Peace of this 

populous City, when that Power is taken from them? 
This City Guard, Sir, is a Watch, a Watch by Day as 
well as by Night; it is a Creature of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
under his Direction only; it is ſubject to no Mutiny AQ, 
but governed by the ſame Law, that other Subjects are, 
and if it ſhould be aboliſhed, what would be the Conſe- 
quence ? If this Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, this ancient 
City, this Metropolis of one of the United Kingdoms, muſt 
either be reduced to a State of Anarchy and Conſuſion, to 
be governed by the licentious and ynruly Multitude, or, 
which is worſe, Sir, it muſt ſubmit to a Military Govern- 
ment, and ſo by a Side-Wind, and without any Defign, you 
ſhall in conſequence of this Bill introduce a Practice that 
wuſt very ſoon put an End to all Liberty. For, Sir, when 
you cannot execute the Law, nor preſerve the Peace with- 
out Military Force, when thoſe who have the Direction of 
that Force ſhall become ſenſible that they, and they alone, 
can execute your Laws, they will ſoon become the Makers 
as well as the Exeeutioners of your Laws, as once bap- 
pened to this Nation already, — when your own Army 
under that crafty Traitor Cromwell uſurped the whole 
Power of the Legiſlature, and of the Civil Magiſtrate, 
For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I hope you will prcceed no further 
upon this Bill.“ 

Theſe and the foregoing Reaſons had ſuch Weight with 
the Houſe, that tho' the Bill was ordered a ſecond Reading, 
the Houſe agreed upon a Motion made by Sir 7ehn Bar- Sir Jahn 
aard, , 


0 Barnard, 
Vor. IV, Uuu That | 


Aim 10. Geo, * That the Lords be deſired, that the Grounds upon Which 
0 55 the ſaid Bill proceeded in their Houſe may be commu- 
* nicated to the Houſe of Commons at a Conference. 
= May 18. The Lords at a Conference delivered to the 
* Wag e for the Houſe of Commons, an Authentic 
xtract of the Proceedings in the Trial of Captain Jeb 
Portebus, wherein was contained the Verdict againſt che ſaid 
. Enptain Por teout, the Sentence of the Lords of the Juſticiary 
of Scotland againſt him, and the Reprieve of the ſaid Cap- 
tain Porteous granted by her Majeſty as Guardian of the 

Realm. As alſo | ? 23,4 ; 
A Letter from Alexander Wilfn, Provoſt of Edinburgh, 
to Major General Moy/e, dated Edinburgh, April 13, 1736. 
Which Authentic Extract and Letter were brought up to 
the Table, and the Report being read, it was (ordered, 
That Mr. Attorney General, and Mr. Sollici tar General, 
take Care that the Evidence for the ingroſſed Bill from the 
Lords {entitled as before mentioned) be ready to be pro- 
duced to the Houſe upon that Day Sevennight; and like- 
wiſe, that Mr. Attorney General appoint Counſel learned in 
the Law, to produce and manage the Evidence at'the Bar 
of the Houſe upon that Day Sevennight, to make good 
the Allegation of the faid Bill; and that the following 
Perſons attend the Houſe on that DaySevennight, viz. 
{x) Major General Meyle. (3) Colonel Duroure, (c) Ma- 
jor Pole; Captain Bendifb ; Lieutenant A/bron. (v] Major 
Roberton. (E] Fohn Din. (r) Mr. Fohn Bailey. (c) Mr. 
Alexander Niſbet. (n) Mr. Robert Stewart. (1) Mr. George 
Irvine; Mr. Thomas Young. (x) Mr. Roderie Brown, (1) 

Mr. Chriftopher Chiffolm. . | 

- On Friday the zoth, was preſented to the Houſe, and 
read a Petition of Alexander Wilſon, Eſq; Lord Provoſt of 
the City of Edinburgh, averring his intire Innocence of 
the ſeveral Matters alledged againſt him in the Preamble 
of a Bill, then depending in that Houſe, (entitled, as before 
*mentioned) and therefore praying that he might be heard 
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1 by his Counſel againſt the ſaid Bill, at the ſecond Reading h 
e thereof, which was accordingly ordered. And on the Tuz/day T 
i | | : — KF 
1 9 F, | 2 BIG : „ ag 
(a) Colonel of the Regiment then lying in the Cannon-gate. 7 
(B) Lieutenant Colonel of Ditto. (c) Officers of Ditto. (0) — 


Fort Major of the Caſile of Edinburgh. (E) Town Clerk. 
(s) 4 Merchant, fince an Officer in the Army. (o) A Surge WM **© 
n Edinburgh. (u] 4 Shoe-maker there. (i) Magiftratu i e 
there. (&) Turnkey of the Priſon, (L] A Surgeon, 
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burgh, in the Name of themſelves, and Community of the 
ſame, ſetting forth © That the Petitioners apprehended, that 
if the Bul then depending in that Houſe (entitled, as before 
mentioned) ſhould paſs into a Law, it would greatly affect, 
and tend to deſtroy, the Rights, Franchiſes, Privileges, 
and Liberties of the ſaid City of Edinburgh; and therefore 
praying that the Premiſes might be taken into Conſi- 
deration, and that the Petitioners might be heard by their 
Counſel againſt ſuch Parts of the ſaid Bill, as affected the ſaid 
City. Which was accordingly ordered. And then Captain 
Lind and Mr. James Allen were ordered to attend chat 
Houſe next Morning, when upon reading the Order of the 
Day, for that Bill's being read a ſecond Time, it was propaſed 
to put off the ſecond Reading of it for a Month. But a 
Motion being made for reading it a ſecond Time on that 
Day Se'nnight, after ſome Debate the Queſtion was put 
upon the Motion for reading it a ſecond Time on that 
Day Se'nnight, which upon a Diviſion was carried in the 
Affirmative by 140 to 99 ; after which the ſeveral Perſons 
who were ordered to attend on that Day, were ordered 
to attend on that Day Se'nnight. T4 
Accordingly, on Wedne/day, June 1, the Order of the 
Day being read, the Counſel for and againſt the Bill were 
called in, and the Bill being read a ſecond Time, the 
Hearing of Counſel, and Examination of Witneſſes began, 


and was continued all that Day, all Thur/day, Friday, Mon- 


day, Tueſday and Wedneſday following. And, 
Mr. Lind, Captain of the City Guard, the Night of the 
Riot, declared, That on Friday before he waited on the 
Provoſt, and finding him in Company with Mr. Lind/ay, 
Member for the City, and ſeveral other Magiſtrates, he 
called him aſide, and acquainted him with the Report; 
who deſired the ſaid Captain Lind, to repeat the ſame 
Things before the Company, which he did, and they were 
all of Opinion there was no Foundation for the Report ; 
however, deſired him to enquire into the Grounds of it: 


That he (Captain Lind) was out of Town till the Mondey 


Evening, and after he came to Town heard the Report 
again; and repaired to Muirhead”s Coffee · Houſe, to talk 


with the Provoſt, and ſending his Name in, had for Anſwer, - 


That the Provoſt was buſy, but that he would be in the Council 
Chamber about four & Clock ; when he accordingly went to 


receive his Orders for next Day, but had none for pre- 


venting the Riot.“ q 
One Din, and one Baily, were the only Witneſſes wha. 
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following, was preſented to the Houſe, and read, A Petition Fino 10. Cle. 
of the Magiſtrates and Town Council of the City of Edin- II. 1736 απ9 
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| Anno 10. Gee. declared © that they had heard ſuch a Report, and that they 
II. 1736-7. believed it long before the Riot.” | . 
Bailey being examined about a Converſation he had with 
Din on the Monday, declared that Dis ſpoke to him 
of it as a fooliſh Story, and faid that he himſelf did not 
believe it.“ 25 
Sir Fames Campbell, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Lindſay, 
Members of the Houſe, declared, That the preſent Ma. 
giſtraey could not enter upon their Offices till he (Din) 
was removed, on account of the Infamy of his Character. 
The Evidence againſt the Bill endeavoured to prove, 
That altho' the Report went of ſuch a Deſign for ſome 
Time before, yet there was nobody believed it: That the 
Day given out was Wedneſday, the Day on which \Portera; 
was to have been executed; That the Lord Provoſt had 
| thereupon determined, in Council, that the whole three 
| Companies of the Town Guard ſhould mount upon that 
a | Day, and that both he and the other Magiſtrate, with the 
Members of the Town Council, ſhould be ready to attend 
« with the Badges of their reſpective Offices in quelling the 
Mob, ſhould any happen.” 0 c 
It was on the other Side proved © that there was no Order 
— for that Purpoſe to the Captain of the Guard upon 
the Tue/day; neither was there any Ammunition diſtributed, 
which Precautions had been uſed at the Time of Vin; 
-Execution ; and that it appeared there was not a Flaſk of 
| Powder, nor a Pound of Shot amongſt all the Town Guard. 
| To this it was anſwered, that if the Provoſt had made any 
| ſuch Preparations before the Riot, it would have been the 
readieſt Way to have created one; that if the Guard 
wanted Ammunition, it was their Captain's Fault, becauſe 
he always, when his Men wanted Ammuuition, got an Or- 
der from the Treaſurer, empowering the Store-leeeper to 
deliver out what was neceſſary for that Purpoſe.” Young, the 
Treaſurer's, and Hiſſap, the Store-keeper's Evidence con- 
firmed this. 
It was then objected to the Provoſt, « That there were two 
Ways, by which Porteous might have been ſecured from 
the Mob. The firſt was, to have ſent him to the Caſtle. 
The other, that he might have been ſent to the' Cannon- 
| gate Tolbooth. In Anſwer to this it was ſaid, that the 
Sentence pronounced on Porteous by the Lords Juſtuciaty 
run, That he ſhould be ſent back to the Tolbooth 
N of Edinburgh, there to remain till the Execution of the 
A Sentence*; and that it was not in the Provoſt's: Power to 
have ſent him to the Caſtle, there being no Inſtance of ſuch 
: 4 
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a Powers having been exerted fince the Union, and that Aero 10. Gs. 
even before the Union, it could only have been done by a 11.1936-7. 
Warrant from the Privy Council of Scotland; and as for SYN 
ſending him to the Cannongate, he had as little Power, be- 
cauſe the Cannongate was a Regality, and governed by its 
own Magiſtrates. | | 

A Scoti/o Clergyman, Mr. Yates, declared, That being 
appointed to preach in the Church where Porteous was al- 
lowed to hear a Sermon on the Sunday before his Murder, 
he afterwards waited on Porteous, and took occafion to ac- 
quaint him with the Report he had heard, defiring him 
at the ſame Time to take Care whom he admitted into his 
Room.” Mr. Yates added, That Porteous lighted his Im- 
formation, and ſaid, Were he once at Liberty, he was jo little 
apprebenfive of the People, that he would not fear to "walk 
at the Croſs of Edinburgh, with only his Cane in his Hand 
a uſual. 

But the moſt material Evidence againſt the Provoſt, was 
the aforeſaid Bailey, who infiſted that he heard it in every 
Company, that the Defign was to be put in Execution on 
the Tueſday, and that he drank with ſeveral who had openly 
approved of it. To which it was anſwered, That if Bailey 
kept ſuch Company, there was little Streſs to be laid on 
his Evidence; eſpecially as he did not pretend to affirm 
that he had ever acquainted the Provoſt either with the 
Report, or the Perſon's Name who approved the Deſign. - 

As to what paſſed during the Time of the Riot, Cap- 
tain Lind ſaid, That being informed that the Mob was ga- 
thering, he went to Clark's Tavern; where the Provoſt was 
drinking with Mr. Bur, and other Officers of his Majeſty's 
Ship the Dread nought, then ſtationed in the Road of Leith, 
and upon acquainting him with the Danger, the Provoſt 
deſired him to go immediately back, and draw out his 
Men, and that he would inſtantly follow him, and put 
himſelf at the Head of the Guard to face the Mob. That 
he accordingly went to the Guard, but found that the Mob 
was already in Poſſeſſion of the Guard-houſe, having diſ- 
armed them, and that they were diſtributing the Arms of 
the Guard out at the Window ; whereupon they inſtantly 
returned, and met the Provoſt coming towards the Guard. 
That they immediately reſolved to ſend Mr. Lind/ay to Ge- 
neral Meyle, who went accordingly : That they marched 
2gain out of the Tavern, to which they were obliged to 
retire, to quel the Mob; and afer a fruitleſs Attack upon 
the Mob, in which ſome of the Provoſt's Company were 
wounded, they were beat back: He likewiſe ſaid, there 
were but ten or twelve Men, beſides the Serjeant, _—_— 
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Anh» 10. Geo. and Drummer, upon Guard that Night, there being eight 1 
Il: 4736-7. or nine in Priſon on account of Vins Execution, and q 
may abſent either with or without Jeave. That 1 
when he appeared firſt to the Mob, they deſired him 90 \ 
R be gone, for they had nothing to ſay to him. 4 
* One Hunter declared in a very diſtinct Manner, That F 
when the Mob began to gather at the Nether-Bow, he was p 
coming by the Guard, and told the Serjeant, orithe-Sentry, th 
The Mob was gathered, and ſeemed reſokued: t hae their 
Will, and bid them take Care of themſelves. "That Captain th 
Lind, in the mean Time, came down from the Provoſt, and th 
that he neither heard nor ſaw him give any Orders to the | 
Guard, only when be ſaw the Mob gathered towards the B. 
Head of Black-friar Wind, he clapt his Hand to his Sword, in 
and cry'd, God's Mercy, What's that? And away he run as 4 
_ faſt as his Feet could carry him.“ 0 6 yrs th 
© Sutherland,the Serjeant, ſaid, That when the Captain was 1. 
gone, a Fellow with a blue Cap came up and -afked the 
Sentry what it was o'Clock ? This it ſeems was the sig: pe 
nal agreed on by the Conſpirators; for in a Trice the fame de 
Fellow, backed by ten or twelve more, beat the Sentry on Wl me 
his Back, ruſhed in, and made themſelves Maſters of the de 
Guard and their Arms, being followed by many more. ene 
However, it appears by Lind's Evidence, that they were WW N. 
moderate enough in the Uſe of Power, at leaſt,-atithat WW ane 
Juncture; for when he came, they very civilly defired WI ze 
nim to be gone, for they wanted nothing with him, an * 
warned him of his Danger if he offered to reſiſt. 1151 ] 
Sutherland, the Serjeant, agreed with Hunter in the.main, Tj 
only that Hunter's Words to the Segtry were, The Mob 19988 pie 
np, I adviſe you to give them good Words, for they will {on 
have their Will. He ſaid, that indeed Captain Lind de- tur 
| fired him to take Care of the Guard; but that availed little, WW tr: 
for not one of the Soldiers would have minded him; nay, WW ya 
they were ſo intimidated by what had happened to thole WW cou 
under Porteous's Command, that he believed, except him- 1 
ſelf, ſcarce nay of them would have obey'd the Captain BI 
himſelf had he ſtaid. Yet all agreed, that had the Captain BW all 
been preſent and aſſembled all the Soldiers, who | for the po- 
molt Part lived within a Stone's-throw of the Guard-houſe, Bl twe 
they might have eaſily. prevented the Mob's taking Pol- WW 11, 
ſeſſion of the Guard-houſe. The Captain ſaid in his De- of | 
fence, that he had Orders from the Provoſt to return the fri: was 
Time, that he thought no Meſſenger ſo proper as himſelf. of; 
It was proved by the Evidence of Mr. Baird, andi «, t 
ſeveral others, that the Magiſtrates endeavaur'd to raile the beir 


I Merchant of Edinburgh, 
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Train'd-Bands, or Militia af the City; for which Purpoſe ume ro. Gee. 
they diſpatch'd one Haliburton their Commandant, to Mr. II. 1936-79. 
Rollo, at whoſe Houſe were the Books, which contained the | 
Names and Places of Abode of every Captain of a Compa- , 
ny but when he came there he was denied Acceſs by Mr. 
Rollos Wite, who deſir'd him to be gone. They then pro- 
pos d to ring the alarm Bell, but ſound the Mob had taken 
the Precaution to ſecure the Tower in which it hangs. 
Hiſlop the Store-keeper and ſeveral others prov'd, « that 
the Magiſtrates next ſent to the Magazine for Arms, and 
that the Mob had likewiſe ſecured that.” | 
It had been much inſiſted upon by the Counſel for the 
Bill, that the Provoſt ought to have put a Guard of Men 
in the Juſticiary or Tolbooth-Room, which are it ſeems but 
2 ſhort Diſtance from one another, but it appeared by all 
the Evidence that in the Situation Affairs were then in it 
was quite impracticable. | 1 
Walker, the Town. Officer, whom the Mob had fo 
pelted that he was oblig'd to through off his Livery-Coat, 
declar'd, * he was by when they murder'd him, and that one 
more forward than the reſt was check'd by the others and 
deſired to wait for Orders; that he thereupon quitred the 
end of the Rope, which by this Time, being about Porzeous's 
Neck, he was ready to -have hoiſted up, and went about to 
another, who very compoſedly gave him Orders, and that 
ke return'd and drew the Rope up, which hang'd Por- 
trour, | 
It farther appeared that the Magiſtrates were all this 
Time getting what Information they could by ſending Peo- 
ple who might mix in the Mob, and endeavour to know 
ſome of their Faces, but all in vain; only one Man re- 
turn'd, who ſaid he knew one Perſon there. The Magiſ- 
trates defir'd him to name him, which it ſeems he did, and 
was deſir'd to be in Readineſs to. give in what Evidence he 
could againſt him, when call'd upon. e. | 
Mr. Lindſay ſaid, That he return'd about five in the 
Morning, and with ſeveral who had been with the Provoſt 
all Night, went to the Graſs-Market where the Body of 
Porteous yet hung, and ſeveral People, to the Number of 
twenty or thirty as they thought in a Body, ſtanding about : 
Molt of the Evidence ſeem'd to think thoſe were ſome 
of the Rioters, and ſaid, they advis'd them to depart. One 
was ſeiz d upon, but beſides that they could make nothing 
of him; they had no Priſon in which they could confine him; 
ſo thought 4t the molt prudent Method to diſmiſs him: For 
being but a few of themſelves; and the Mob ſeeming reſolute, 
they had no Reaſon to doubt but they would reſcue him ; 
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would not ſtick a greater. The King's Councib laid great 
hold of this Circumſtance to prove the Negligence both of 
the Provoſt and of the Town, but it. was obſerv'd by My, 
Murray, Counſel for the Provoſt, that he was not then pre. 
. conſequently admitting it to be a Neglect, not anſwers. 
ble for it. | 

Mr. Lind/ay farther declar'd, That when he return'd from 
Major-General Meyle's, the Mob was pouring in vaſt Shoals 
out of the Town into the Country, and that he did not re. 
member any one Face of the many hundreds he met with, 
tho' he had liv'd and born the higheſt Offices of the City 
for ſeveral Years." Another of the Witneſſes declar'd, « That 
being at Dalkeith, a Village about five Miles from Edinhurys, 
10 or 12 Days before the Riot, he there heard a Report 
that a Conſpiracy to murder Porteous, if repreiv'd,was form'd 
by the Friends of one Ballantine, a Youth of that Town, 
who went thence to ſee Wi/jor's Execution, and was one 
of them killed by Porteous, but that no Body beliey'd 
it. 

An Act made in the gth of Queen Mary of Scotland, 
Anno, 1563, by which it was enacted that all Citizens who 
aſſembled to ſuppreſs any Riot within the Town of Edin- 
burgh, without Authority from the Provoſt, incurr'd the 
Pains of Death, was produred and admitted an Evidence. 
Another Act of James II. of Scotland, Anne 1451, by 
which no Corporation was lyable to Puniſhment ; for the 
Provoſt or any of the Magiſtrates Fault was likewiſe ad- 
mitted an Evidence. The Articles of the Union were 
likewiſe inſiſted on, by which the Privileges' of the 
Boroughs are to remain inviolable; and Mr, Hamilton, 
Council for the Town, offer'd in Evidence an Rxtract of 


the Minutes and Debates of the Seſſion of Parliament in 


Scotland, in which the Articles anent the Privileges of 
Royal Boroughs is ſettled, whereby it appears that upon a 
Motion made to ſubmit them to the Alterations of a Britißb 
Parliament, a Debate aroſe, and it was reſolv'd in the N 
tive, but this was refus'd as Evidence, A 
It was prov'd againſt the City that Porteous was inſulted, 
going to his Trial, by the Mob : This was confirm'd 
the Teſtimony of my Lord Advocate, who ſaid he believ d, 
that had it not been for the Guard he would have been tom 
in Pieces between the Tolbooth and the Juſticiary Room, 
tho” not forty Paces diſtance from one another. The Fact 
was admitted, but Evidence was given that the Mob, who 
inſulted Porteous, had no Intereſt in the Corporation who 


was to ſuffer by. the preſent Bill, being either the — 
| reg 


(5629) 


Dregs of the Inhabitants or People from the Country whoſe An 10. Oi. 


Relations had been kill'd on the Day of Wilſon's Execution. 
It was likewiſe prov'd that almoſt all they who were kill'd 
were People from the Country. —_ 

Mr. Lind/ay, Mr. Young, and ſeveral more were examined 
to prove the Uſefulneſs of the Town- guard, particularly in 
two Reſpects, wiz. That of extinguiſhing Fires and quelling 
former Mobs. It was plainly made out, that in a City ſo 

pulous, and ſo cloſe built, where 40 or 50 Families live 
under one Roof as in Edinburgh, it would be impoſſible to 
quench Fires, or to preſerve the Goods during Fires without 
ſuch an armed Force. 

My Lord Advocate, and Patrick Lind/ay, were aſked, 
when upon Examination, whether, if the Town-guard had 
been under Arms and not ſurprized, they did believe the 
Guard would have been able to have quell'd the Mob; they 
anſwer'd they did, and moſt of the Evidence declar'd, that 
they believ'd, had the Guard been properly arm'd and com- 
— the Rioters would not have attempted what they 
did. | | 

As to what related to the taking away theNether-BowGate, 
it was prov'd unanimouſly that the ſaid Gate was of abſolute 
Conſequence to collecting the City Revenue, and that it 
prevented Smuggling. One of the honourable Gentlemen 
abovementioned ſaid, that he did not think its being de- 
moliſh'd would anſwer the Intentions of the Bill, becauſe 
it was eaſy for a ſmall Body to defend the Paſs, where it was 
built againſt a much larger, even tho' the Gate was open. 
Several Evidences were produced, particularly the Act of 
Parliament by which the City collected two Pennys Scots, 
upon every Scots Pint of Ale vended within the Town, to 
prove the Loyalty of the Citizens on former Occaſions, 
eſpecially in the Year 1715, when they rais'd ſome Com- 
panies, and by their Zeal and Conduct prevented tne ſur- 
prizing the Caſtle by the Rebels. | 

Mr. Irvine, the Town Clerk, faid, they had during 
that Period, and upon other Occaſions, manifeſted their 
Loyalty much to the Prejudice of their Revenue, which is 
— able to defray the neceſſary Expence of their 

own. ä 

Mr, Young declar'd, that he found a Bond for ſome hun- 
dreds of Scots Marks, granted by the City of Edinburgh to 
one Iightman, who was obliged to advance that Money 
for the Payment of the Miniſter's Salary, the Revenue of 
the Town having been ſo exhauſted ; and all agreed in its 
having the moſt fincere Attachment to the Proteſtant Succeſ- 
hon in the preſent Royal Family. 

Vor. IV. + + + « We 
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Anno 10. Ges. 
II. 1737. 
WW WY WC 


General. 


( 530) 

We have given the Sum of this Examination, becauſe 
without that the Extracts from the following yy would 
not be intelligible. The hearing of Counſel for and apaint 
the Bill being ended, and the Counſel withdrawn, Mr. Speaker 
open'd the in, whereupon a Motion was made by Mr, 
Attorney General for its being committed, in which he was 


ſeconded by Mr. Solicitor General, but it being late, the 


Conſideration of the ſaid Motion was adjourn'd till next 
Morning, being 
June the gth, when the ſaid Motion was reaſſum'd ; upon 


which a long Debate aroſe, of which we ſhall give Extradts. 
Mr. Attorney Mr. ArToRxney GENERAL, | 


SIR, , 

* The Bill now before us, I will venture to fay is a 
Bill that at this Juncture muſt greatly contribute to the 
Peace and Tranquillity of this Nation. I am ſorry to ſay 
it, but it is too viſible that the Spirit of Diſſaffection and 
Riot ſeems to have been gone abroad ; and if a timely and 
an effectual Stop is not put to it by a vigorous Interpoſition 
of the Legiſlature, no Gentleman can take it upon him to 
ſay where it may ſtop It has in the Chief City of our 
Part of the United Kingdom already left bat too melan- 
choly Proofs of its fatal Tendency; and how ſoon it 
may communicate itſelf to the other I tremble to imagine. 

The other Houfe, Sir, by the ſeaſonable Enquiry has, 
already ſet us the Example, in what Manner we ought to 
treat, and in what Manner we ought to puniſh ſach unheard- 
of Inſolence and Barbarity, as the Action which gave Rife 
to this Bill. I hope, Sir, we never ſhall be upbraided with 
being cold in ſeconding their Zeal; I hope, Sir, that it 
never ſhall be laid to the Charge of a Britiſß Hoaſe of Com- 
mons, that it has been remiſs in puniſhing an audacious In- 


ſult upon all Law and Majeſty, while the Houſe of Peers has 


appeared zealous and forward in vindicating both. 


« 'Tis true the Charge againſt the Provoſt and Citizens 
of Edinburgh conſiſts in their neglecting to prevent the 
Tumult before it happened; in their neglecting to ſuppreſs 
it, or take proper Meaſures for that Purpoſe after it tad 
happen'd, and in their neglecting to diſcover, apprehend, | 


and ſecure thoſe who were guilty of that audacious Riot 
and cruel Murder. But this Charge, which is the Foun- 


dation of the Bill, is not to be confider'd as Negligence only; 


for he who does not prevent a Crime which he might and 


ought to have prevented, has always in Law been looked ; 
upon as ſome way guilty of that very Crime, therefore it 
it ſhould appear that the Magiſtrates and Citizens of Edin- 


burgh might and ought to have prevented this gr" or 
6 ra ther 4 


— WW EEO DO -—-  —o K —- «a 


(53) - 
rather Inſurrection, or that they might and ought to have h 10 Geo. 
ſuppreſſed it, or that they might and ought to have dif. H.1737. 
cover'd, apprehended, and ſecur d the Rioters and Murder- LAY 
ers. If it ſhould appear that they neglected any of thoſe 
Meaſures Which were obvious for accompliſhing either of 
thoſe Ends, the Neglect muſt then be look'd on as a fort 
of wilful Neglect, and conſequently they muſt be look'd 
on as guilty in ſome Meaſure of all thoſe Crimes which 
were committed. And ſo every Gentleman who conſiders 
their Caſe in this Light, the Puniſhment propos'd by this 
Bill muſt appear merciful as well as mild.” 

Mr. Solicitor General ſet out with the following remark- My, Solicitor 
able Introduction. General. 

SIR, a 

have the Pleaſure to obſerve that every one who has 
Occaſion to ſpeak upon this Head, expreſſes the utmoſt 
Deteſtation for the Actors of what was not only an Inſult- * 
ypon Majeſty but an open Rebellion againſt Juſtice, nay, 
againſt Mercy itſelf. It has, I think, been univerſally 
allow'd, that it is out of the Reach of Common Law, to n 
puniſh the Neglect of Duty in the Provoſt and Citizens of 
Edinburgh, it being attended with ſome peculiar Circum- 
ſtances; and as I believe every Gentleman of this Houſe 
is of Opinion, that ſuch a Neglect ought to be puniſhed, 
I may venture to affirm, that there was no other Method 
of doing it, but in the Method that has been taken. The 
Obje&ion that ſeems to have the greateſt Weight as to this 
Method is the Hardſhip of a Man's ſuffering by an AR ex 
joft facto. But the ſuppoſing any ſuch Hardſhip is to queſ- 
tion the Juſtice and Wiſdom of former Parliaments, who 
have ever proceeded in this Manner upon Miſdemeanors 
which were out of the Reach of the common Forms of 
Law, Great Pains have been taken to find a Difference 
betwixt the Miſdemeanors for which other Cities were 
puniſhed by this Houſe, and the Behaviour of the City of 
Edinburgh, in the late Riot. But, Sir, tho' two Caſes of this 
Nature cannot be parallel to each other, in every Circum- 
ſtance, every Caſe of a City loſing its Privileges by the 
Cenſure of Parliament, amounts to a Proof that there have 
been Precedents of this Nature, 8 or 9 of which have been 
produc'd by the Gentleman who ſpoke againſt the Bill. 
l am far from believing that the Provoſt and Magiſtrates 
of Edinburgh were actually aiding to the Rioters when the 
unfortunate Porteous was murdered ; for if they had, the 
Puniſhment Would have been much more ſevere than what 
is imply'd in the preſent Bill. And to ſhew that I am 
villing to allow all that can reaſonably be expected in fa- 
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Anno 10. Ges vour of the Lord Provoſt and City of Edinburgh; I hall 
II. 1737. Premiſe two or three Things: The firſt is, that I lay no 


Streſs on the Circumſtances preceding the Murder of 
Porteous, nor do I think that the Town of Edinburgh ſhew'd 
any perſonal Rancour to the unfortunate Man in proſecut- 
ing him at their Expences. It was no more, Sir, than 
what their Duty requir'd of them, as he was a Servant 
of their own, and the Crime he committed, was done while 
he was cloathed with their Authority, and in Effect com- 
mitted againſt them. Nor am I, Sir, of Opinion, that 
they diſcover'd any Malice, but rather Favour-in taking 
away his Penſion, and * him half a Guinea a Week 
ſor his Subſiſtence while in Priſon, fince it comes out in 
Evidence that they did not put it in their own Pocket but 
gave it to the other two Captains who perform'd his Duty, 
nor could the Magiſtrates have been blam'd, had they de- 
priv'd him of the whole. I farther admit, that the Provoſt 
behav'd both circumſpectly and impartial, by leaving 
him to the Judgment of another Court, ſince by his own 
Authority he might have try'd him and condemned him in 
his own.” | | 

We have thought it proper to give this remarkable In- 
troduction in order to ſhew the Candour of the Gentlemen 
who were for the Bill. Mr. Solicitor then took a View of 
the Provoſt's Conduct in theſe three different Periods of 
Time, viz. before, during, and after the Murder of Porte- 
ous; and endeavour'd from a Deduction of Circumſtances 
to prove that he had been Guilty of great Neglect, firſt, 
in not ſecuring the Priſoner Porteous in the Caſtle of Edin- 
burgh, upon the firſt Surmiſe of the Conſpirators Intentions ; 
ſecondly, that he had not ated with that Vigour which he 
ought during the Time of the Riot. 

He then proceeded to conſider the Caſe of the City of 
Edinburgh as affected by the Bill, and obſerved, it was highly 
improbable that the Citizens were innocent, and that there 


being no poſitive Proof of a Citizen of Edinburgh being 


concerned in the Riot was owing to a Confederacy amon 
themſelves. As to the Hardſhip of taking their Wat 
from them, they had enjoy'd that Privilege in its preſent 
Form only ſince the Revolution, and they might return to 
their old Cuſtom of Watch and Ward : And concluded his 
Speech in the following Terms : 

The Gentlemen on the other Side have likewiſe in- 
ſiſted upon the Hardſhips of proceeding againſt the Provoſt 
and City of Edinburgh in this Manner : There are only 
three Methods, Sir, by which a Parliamentary Proſecution 


can be or hath been carried on. One, which as been long 
Ih out 


& 5 | 
out of Uſe, I hope never ſhall: be revived ; the ſecond is 4g 10. Geo; 
by Impeachment ; and the third is by Bill, as in the preſent II. 1 737. 
Caſe. The two laſt are the only Methods that could have WR 
been uſed againſt the Provoſt and Citizens of Edinburgh. 
Had they been proceeded againſt by an Impeachment, they 
could have had no Chance to be acquitted but one, which 
is the Judgment of the Houſe of Peers, the Law having 
put it out of the King's Power to interpoſe where the Com- 
mons are the Proſecutors, But by the preſent Method, if 
the Party proceeded againſt is cenſured by the Peers, he has 
the Chance of being acquitted by the Commons, and if 
condemned by both, he has ſtill a farther Chance that the 
King will not paſs the Bill. For theſe Reaſons, I am heartily 
for the Commitment of this Bill.” 

Duncan Forbes, Eſq; after expreſſing the utmoſt Abhor- Duncan For- 
rence of the Crime and its Authors, and clearing himſelf bes, Ei: 
from the Suſpicion of all National Prejudice, went on as 

follows : ; 

The Citizens of Edinburgh, Sir, are divided into two 
Claſſes : One of which compoſes the Corporation, pays 
Scot and Lot, and has the only Right to vote in chuſing 
their Magiſtrates and Repreſentatives in Parliament: The 
other Claſs, Sir, conſiſts of the very Dregs of the People, 
who have not the leaſt Intereſt in any of theſe Points ; 
they eaſily embrace, and are much pleaſed with, every Op- 
portunity of being tumultuous. Should the preſent Bill 
paſs into a Law, it would be directly formed to favour the 
latter, who were the Authors of the Murder of Perteou, 
in caſe he was murdered by any who lived within the Ju- 
riſdiction of the City of Edinburgh, and to cenſure the for- 
mer, who, it appears from the — given at this Bar, 
has an Intereſt in quelling every Riot of the like Nature 
with chat which is now under your Conſideration, and who 
actually, as I hope to ſhew more at large by and by, did 
uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to quell the Riot which gives 
Riſe to the preſent Bill. 

He then, after deſcribing the City of Edinburgh, took 
Notice that the Situation of the City Guard was ſuch as 
that it could not be removed without the greateſt Incon- 
veniency, and that the Citizens returning to their old 
Cuſtom of Watch and Ward muſt be attended with the Ruin 
of their Trade, ſince they were by that Cuſtom to mount 
Guard, each Man in his own Per/on for five or fix Days in a 
Month. He then gave ſome affecting Inſtances of the 
Fury of Mobs in Edinburgh, and the Uſefulneſs of the 
City Guard in quelling them. | 

Allow me now, Sir, continues he, to conſider the 2 


Anno 10. Geo. duct of the Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh, during that un. 


II. 1737. 


the Evidence, that he behaved not only with Prudenee but 
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paralled Inſult upon all Laws and Government, which 
happened when the unfortunate Poytcons was murdered, 
And indeed, Sir, I own I think it comes pretty plain out in 


Zeal, ney with a Courage which could ſcarce be expected 
in a much younger and much more active Man. No Evi. 
dence of any Credit, Sir, has yet pretended to ſay, that 
the Lord Provoſt, or Magiſtrates of Edinburgh, had Infor- 
mation of this Riot's being to happen on the Day on which it 
did happen. It is true, one Baily is fo raſh as to own that 
he drank with ſome of the Conſpirators, who defended the 
Juſtice of the Murder, ſome Days before it was perpetrated, 
and that he himſelf was prefent” during the Riot: Aſter an 
Acknowledgement of this Kind, I leave it to this Houſe to 
judge what Credit ought to be given to a Man, who in ſome 
Senſe owns his being acceffory to the Murder himſelf.” As 
to Mr. Dun, the other Evidence that ſpoke the fulleſt to 
this Point, the Houſe has already heard too much of his 
Character, from Gentlemen of anqueſtioned Probity and 
Honour, for me to make any Remarks upon what he has 
advanced, It is true, there is one Evidence of an undoubted 
Character, (I mean Captain Liu who ſeems to make it 
ſuſpected that the Lord Provoſt had Information given him 
of the Riot's being to happen on the Vedneſaay: But, Sir, 
does it appear by that Gentleman's Evidence that, if be 
did believe it himſelf, he acquainted the Provoſt, or any of 
the Town Council of his Grounds of Belief? He ſays, be 
came and acquainted the Lord Provoſt that ſuch a Report 
was current ; the Lord Provoſt aſked him, if he believed 
ſuch an Attempt would be made? Of wham he had heard 
the Report? And if it met with any Credit among the 
Men of Senſe he converſed with? His Anſwers: t6 theſe 
Queſtions were, That if ſuch an Attempt was made, he did 
not believe it would be before the Day fix'd for the Execu- 
tion of Porteous ; and that the Report was ſpread only 
among Women and Children, and entertain'd by Fools. 
And, Sir, he gave a very good Reaſon before this Houſe 
why he did not believe it! which was, That he judg'd N 
impractieable for the Mob to undertake and to ſucceed in 
any fuch Attempt. I muft further obſerve, with reſpest 
to the Lord Provoſt, that he was fo cautious and fo unwifling 
to let ſlip any Opportunity of receiving any Information in 
this Affair, that he cauſed Captain Lin to walk into the 
Room where the other Genelemen in Company were, and 
to repeat what he had faid; aſking at the ſame Time of 


theſe other Gentlemen (one of whom is a worthy — 
| s 
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of this Houſe) if they had heard of any ſuch Reports who 4e 10 


all agreed that 
Perſons of ſo little Authority and C that they di 
think it worth while to raiſe any Alarm about it, I can» 
not but obſerve likewiſe, that the Captain's own Conduct 
ſhewed how little Credit he thought was to be given to the 
Report, fince he left the Town on the Friday Afternoon, 
and did not return till the Monday following, which was the 
Day before the Riot happened. But, Sir, to 
and Care of the Lord Provoſt beyond the Poſſibility of — 
queſtion'd, he did not flight this Information, leſs 
as it ſeemed, but called a. Council, where it was reſolved to 
have all the three Companies of the City Guard upon Duty, 
and that the Officers of the Train'd Bands ſhould be in 
Readineſs upon the Wedne/day; for I muſt again obſerve, 
Sir, that there has not the leaſt Circumſtance come out in 
Evidence to prove that the Report went of the Riot being 
to happen upon the Twe/day, the Day on which it actually 
happened. The ObjeQion, Sir, that is made with reſpect 
to the City Guard not being provided with Powder or Shot, 
if we conſider the Evidence upon that Head, can never affect 
the Lord Provoſt, It appears that the Officer who comman- 
ded the Guard always apply'd to the City Treaſurer when 
his Men wanted Powder and Shot, who gave an Order to 
the Storekeeper for what Ammunition was required. If no 
ſuch Intimation, Sir, was made to the Lord Provoſt or ts 
the City Treafurer ; if the Captain, whoſe Buſineſs it was, 
did not make the uſual Application in order to have his 
Men ſupplied with Ammunition, I hope no Gentleman in 
this Houſe will impute it to the Lord Provoſt, who is no 
military Man, and cannot be ſuppoſed to be acquainted with 
theſe Matters, that they were not ſupplied. In ſhort, Sir, 
I cannot ſee the leaſt Grounds for founding the preſent Bill 
upon any Circumſtance of the Lotd Provoſt's Behaviour 
before the Rioo happened, It appears to me, Sir, that he 
uſed all the Precautions that any wife Man could have uſed 
upon ſuch anOccafion,and that he committed no otherBlunder 
in Conduct, except that of not acting contrary to the Advice 
and Judgment of every Man about him, who were all 
of Opinion, that if there was any Foundation for the Report 
of a Riot's being to happen on that Occaſion, it would not 


they had heard noth 


happen before the Vedneſday, which was the Day appointed 


by the Judges of Porteous for his Execution, and that to 
make any Appearance of providing againſt the Riot before 
the ſaid Day, was the readieſt way to occaſion a Riot. And 
allow me, Sir, to ſay, the Thing ſpeaks itſelf ; the Rebels 
had no Certainty of any Reprieve having come to the un- 
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_ eaſily apprehend.” 
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3360 
would wait to ſee if they could obtain, in the Courſe of 
Law, what they otherwiſe were reſolved to obtain by Vio- 


lence, 


As to the Lord Provoſt's Behaviour during the melan- 
choly Time when that barbarous Riot happened, I think, 
Sir, it has been admitted by the learned Gentlemen who 
ſpoke for the Commitment of this Bill, that he had uſed 
ſeveral Efforts to quell it, but might have uſed more and 
ſtronger ; it has likewiſe been ſaid, Sir, that he 
the proper Means of ſuppreſſing it. How he could have 
uſed ſtronger Efforts than he did uſe, is, Sir, what I cannot 


Has it not appeared from the Evidence given atthe Bar 


of this Houſe, that he no ſooner was informed of the Ap- 


of a Diſorder, than he diſpatched away the Caps 
rain of the City Guard, in order that he might draw out 
his Men, that he (the Lord Provoſt) might put himſelf at 
their Head and march againſt the Rebels? Has it not ap- 


_ Sir, that he was as good as his Word, that he fol- 
O 


wed the Captain with as much, nay more Expedition than 
could have been expected from his Age and Infirmities? 
He met the Captain returning from the Guard - Houſe, from 
whence the Violence of the Rioters had forced him. The 
Hopes of ſuppreſſing them by means of the Guard having 
failed, the moſt probable Method was to apply for Aſſiſtance 
from the King's Troops. This dangerous Commiſſion was 
readily accepted of by an honourable Member of this Houſe, 
who executed it with great Difficulty and Hazard. It has 
been objected, Sir, that no Letter was written requiring 
General Meyle to march his Troops into the City, and that 


without ſuch a Letter there was no Reaſon to expect that 


he would come to the Aſſiſtance of the Magiſtrates z but, 
Sir, it appears there was not Time even to write a Letter 
tho' it had been as ſhort as was propoſed by a learned Gen- 


tleman; and the honourable Gentleman who was diſpatched 


from the Street (for I muſt obſerve that he went from the 
Street, not the Tavern) has declared in Evidence, that thg' 
ſuch a Letter had been written he would not have carried 
it, becauſe if he had been ſeiz d upon by the Rioters, and if 
ſuch a Letter had been found about him, there was no room 
to doubt but that they would have treated him with as little 
Ceremony as they afterwards ſhewed to Porteous. ' 
In the mean Time, Sir, it ſeems, the Violence of the 
Mob roſe to ſuch. a. Height, that there was a Neceſſity for 
the Magiſtrates to take ſome other Meaſures for the common 


Safety, It was propoſed that the Alarm Bell ſhould be rung, 
| in 
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in order to bring the Citizens to the Relief of their Ma. o 10. Gre: 
gilrates! But fagh, Sir, was the Forefight of the Rebels, II. 1737. 

that they had ſeized the Tower in which this Bell' hung, 0 

ſo that there was no Poſſibility of getting at it. It was then 

propoſed, Sir, to ſend the proper Officer to raiſe the Captains 

and Heads of the Train'd- Bands; but this Expedient faibd 

likewiſe ; you have heard by what Means it did fail, and 

that neither the Lord Provolt, nor any other Magiſtrate was 

to blame. FCC 

«The Lord Provoſt, that nothing on his Part might be 

omitted, likewiſe made another Attempt, in Perſon, to ſup- 

preſs the Rioters. And it was, Sir, an Attempt ſo hazar- 

dous, that there are very few Civil Magiſtrates but wou'd 

have thought they had done their Duties very well, tho“ 

they had not gone ſo far. The Numbers that accompanied 

the Lord Provoſt, Sir, were much diſproportion'd to that 

of the. Rebels; the Rebels were arm'd, thoſe with the Lord 

Provoſt without Arms; yet all this did not hinder the Lord 

Provoſt from advancing againſt them, till ſeveral of his 

Company were wounded with Stones, till even Fire-Arms 

were level'd'at them, and till the braveſt and boldeſt in the 

Company thought it prudent to retreat, becauſe to have 

done otherwiſe wou'd have been for the Magiſtrates to have 

expoſed both their Perſons and Authority to the Inſults of a 

barbarous and an enraged Multitade. The Lord Provoſt at 

af, Sir, did retreat, and the Rebels perpetrated their bloody 

Reſolutions. ' Now, Sir, if we take a View of the Provoſt's 

whole Conduct upon this melancholy Occaſion, I wou d gladly 

know of any Gentleman, who has heard the Examinations 

of the Evidence, if it appears that the Lord Provoſt omitted 

any one , Meaſure that was propoſed to him for the Sup- 

preſſion of this unhappy Riot. 

As to his Behaviour after the Riot was over, Sir, I have 

heard of only one. poſitive Circunilfance that has been ad- 

vanc'd againſt it, which is, the not impriſoning the Man 

who was ſeiz'd in the Graſs-Market the next Day. But 

how, Sir, can that Circumftance affect the Lord Provoſt, 

who appears never once to have ſeen or to have heard of 

that Man till he was diſmiſs'd? And indeed I think the 

Gentlemen who ſeiz'd that Man, had they - pretended to 

have put him in Priſon, wou'd have bid fair to have renew'd 

the Tumult; ſince, as you have heard, the Rebels were yet 

the upon the Spot in great Numbers, and with a Shew of Relo- 
for I lution; thig, Sir, the Rioter who was ſeiz'd ſeems to have 
mon been well aware of; otherwiſe it can never be ſuppoled he 
ung, WW vou'd have been ſo mad as to remain upon the very Spot 

in Nof Execution, and to allow himſelf tamely to be ſeiz'3. 
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Anno. 1 0. Ge. The Hon. Gentleman, Sir, a worthy Member of this 
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[. — Houſe, whois my Colleague in the Poſt I have ht F 
: 2 to fill in that Country, is a Perſon whole Zeal for ** | 
M jeſty's Service can be as little queſtion'd as his Abilities, which n 

I am ſure are very great; that Hon. GenJeman, Sir, I @y, Wl * 
can, witneſs how indefatigable, how zealous, nay; I may ſay, Wl * 
how keen the Lord Proyoſt was in promating whatever 
tou'd contribute to diſcovering the Conſpirators, io that if I 
they were not diſcover'd, it was not owing to him but to us ; 
and if this Houfe is reſolv'd to paſs the preſent Bill into a Wl © 
Law, on account of any Neglect that happen'd upon that be 
Occaſion, it is but juſt that you ſhou'd ſtrike his Name out of Wl ® 
the Bill, and clap in the Names of a Couple of your own 
Thus, Sir, I have given m inion with reſpect to 
Inſufficiency of the Evidence hs paſſing the pr = Bi 
into a Law, and I have done it in the Sincerity, of Heart ; ll © 
for what Motive, Sir, can I bave in what I fn Pr 
but the Diſcharge of my Duty as a Member of this Houſe? Wl © 
It is more than probable, Sir, that I ſhall never trouble you Wl 5” 
again with my Sentiments upon this or any other Subject, Wl 4 
but my Conſcience wou'd ever afterwards have accusd me, ©! 
it I h:d quitt d my Seat here before I had given my Reaſons Ser 
why 1 think the preſent Bill ſnou'd not be comy ited.” me 
Gen. Wade. General Wade obſerv'd, that there was one Circumſtance ftr 
thet prov'd three Things; firſt, that the original Defign 0 wh 
the Conſpirators was to have murder'd Porte on the To 
Tueſday ; ſecondly, that it was talk'd of openly ;, and thirdly, Wl 10 
that the Citizens and Inhabitants of Zdinkurgh. were the dr 
Murderers. The Inſtance was the Caſe of a Servant to ?” 
one Colin Aliſon, who ſwore that a Fellow came into. his and 
Maſter's Shop, on the Thur/day or Friday before the Murder for 
was committed, and inform'd him that Tue/dqy following was ©" 


Mr. Shippen. 


Mr. Erſkine. 
Mr. Skinner, 


Lord Corn- 
bury. 


anſwer'd that Part of General Vade's Speech relating te 


the Day appointed for revenging innocent Hlood. * 
He obſerv'd that the Riot deſerv'd the Name rather of 4 de. 
well conducted Conſpiracy, than the Proceedings of a Mob: Tin 
And then vindicated Mr. Moz/e, the command g Officer a upo 
Edinburgb, upon the Principles of military 2 
Mr. Shippen then ſpoke againſt the Committment, and 
Charles Erſkine, Eſq; who was the Solicitor, for Scotland, 


Aliſon's Servant, Mr, Serjeant Skinner then, ſpoke for the 
Committment, and obſerv'd, that in other Countries. the 
Common-People are generally on the fide of Mercy, but 
that it was otherwiſe on this Occaſion. Lord Cornbury then 
ſpoke againſt the Commitments, and took Notice that it 


was extremely impolitical as well as unjuſt to . Ie 
cots 


(539) 
Jet us fall with the Philiſtines, who Knows but that they 
might have Strength enough to ſhake the Pillars of this 


Houſe, even tho they ſhou'd bury themſelves under the 
Ruins of the Conſtitution. 


Scots f For, continued his Lordſhip, if they ſhould ſay, ue 10. Geo. 
WY NY 


ay, Henry Fox, Eſq; then ſpoke for the Commitment, and Mr. Fox. 
Mat if Lord Clenorcly againſt it. As did Mr. Oglethorpe. 


already ftated. 

The next who ſpoke, was Mr. Erſtine, who took Notice 
of one Thing overlook'd in the Debate, And that, ſaid he, 
dir, is with regard to the Puniſhment inflicted by the preſent 
Bill upon the Citizens of Edinburgh ; what J mean is the 
demoliſhing the City-Gate. If this Gate, Sir, were the 
Property of the Perſons who by the preſent Bill are ſuppo- 
ſed to be guilty, and if theſe Perſons were proved to be 
guilty, I ſhall not deny but the Puniſhment would be ade- 
quate to the Offence: But the Caſe, Sir, is otherwiſe; the 
Gate belongs to the Corporation, and Corporations, in the 
Senſe both of our Law and the Civil Law, are in ſome 
meaſure looked upon as Minors, whoſe Eſtates the Magi- 
ſtracy of the City, and the Electors of that Magiſtracy, 
which are the Town Council, and the Conſtituents of that 
Town-Conncil, which are the Merchants and Traders, are 
no other than the Truſtees and the Guardians. Hence, 
dir, it is plain, that if we ſhall think fit to puniſh the Cor- 
poration for a Miſdemeanor committed by the Magiſtrates 
and Traders, we ſhall do the ſame thing, as if a Judge, 
for a Fault committed by the Guardian of a Minor, ſhould 
give Sentence, that the Damage ſuſtained by the Miſdemea- 
nor ſhould be made up out of his Pupil's Eſtate, If Gentle- 
men view the preſent Bill in this Light, and at the fame 
Time reflect, that, beſides the inhuman Inſult committed 
upon Majeſty and Government by the barbarous Riot we 
ae now conſidering, the Corporation itſelf was a very great 
dufferer ; and had it not been for the Meaſures taken by the 
Magiſtrates, in all Appearance, there would have been ſtill 
a greater by that Riot. I ſay, Sir, if Gentlemen would be 
pleaſed to confider this, I am perſuaded they would be very 
autious in giving their Votes for inflicting the Cenſure 
propoled by the preſent Bill.” 

He then — Notice that the Imputation of Barbarity 
as not peculiar to the common People of Scotland, for 
that one poor” Fellow had been pelted to Death but a few 
Days before on the Pillory in Wei minſter. * 

ir, 


Lord Glenor- 
We have omitted giving the Extracts of what was ex- chy. 

cellently ſaid by each of theſe Gentlemen on this Occaſion, Mr. Ogle- 

becauſe the Reader will find the Force of their Arguments 2horpe. 


11.1737, 
1 
Sir Wilkam 


Yonge. 


Ierd Pol. 


earth, 


| (SR) . 19 
Anno 10. Gee, Sir Wilkam Yonge then ſpoke for the i 


and ſeem'd to think that the Conceſſions made by Mr. 
Solicitor General were rather too favourable for the Provoſt 
and the Citizens of Edinburgh. 1 

Lord Polwartb role next, and ſpoke in Subſtance as ſol- 
lows: | N de „ 

S1R, | | 20 

Ever ſince this Bill was brought before us, I have en. 
deavoured, by a cloſe Attendance in the Houſe, to make 
myſelf as much Maſter of what could be ſaid for or againſt 
it, as I was able; and if any Gentleman will ſhew where 
one Argument in the Charge againſt the Lord Provoſt and 
City of Edinburgh has been proved“, I will this inſtant 
give my Vote for the Commitment of the Bill: I fay it 
again, Sir, if any Gentleman will ſhew one Article that 
has been proved againſt the Lord Provoſt and the City of 
Edinburgh, | will give my Vote for the Commitment of 
this Bill. The Honourable and Learned Gentleman who 
ſeconded the Motion, in his Obſervations upon the Evi. 
dence, was pleaſed to advance, . That during the Time of 
the Riot a Perſon cime into the Tavern where the Lord 
Provolt and Magiſtrates were, and affirmed, that he knew 
one of the Rioters, offering at the ſame Time to name him, 
but that he was forbidden by ſome of the Company, who 
deſired him to wait till a more proper Opportunity.” I 
think there was not one Article advanced by any of the 
Witneſſes that eſcaped my Notice; and I dare venture to 
affirm, that not one of them gave any ſuch r Evidence. 
Nay, I appeal to the Minutes of the Examinations, and fit 
down, > till the Clerk ſhall read them. I ſhall make a 
Remark or two upon one Part of the Speech that was de- 
livered by the Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt; 
the reſt of it I think requires none. The Honourable 


Gentleman ſeems to be ſatisfied in general with the Truth 


of what is laid down in the Preamble of the Bill; but has 
not been pleaſed to ſhew how one particular Circumſtance 
has been proved. It has always been my Opinion, St, 
that as we are the Judges of this Affair, we ought to act 
upon the ſame Grounds, and be determined by the ſame 
Rules of Equity, as other Judges are. As we have gone 
thro' a long Courſe of Evidence, we can have no other 


Foundation to build our Judgment upon, than the = 
| | that 


* Here he was interrupted by ſome Members. 
+ Here he wa: again interrupted by ſome Members, able 
cry'd. No, No. | 
t Here he ſat down, 


—_ oa 
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that have q=—_ from that Evidence; elſe, why have we du 10. C. 

ſpent ſo much Pains and Time upon it, at ſuch an advanced II. 737. 
on of the Year? And we have heard Evidences, Sir, , | 

who have ſeemed to be very much diſpoſed to have aggra- © © * 

vated every Circumſtance of Miſcondu&t or Negligence, 

could they affix either of them upon the Provoſt or Ma- 

giſtrates of Edinburgh. Something indeed was advanced 

that looked that way, and has been much infiſted upon by 

the Gentlemen who have ſpoken for the Motion, tho'the Ac. 

count given by Gentlemen of undoubted Honour and Probity 

of the Perſonal Character of theſe Witneſſes, and the many 

Inconſiſtences of their Evidence, make it ſurprizing to me, 

that they ever ſhould be mentioned but with Indignation. 

I am perſwaded, Sir, that if Gentlemen would lay their 

Hands upon their Hearts, and aſk of themſelves, whether 

they would have voted in the Manner they have done, had 

the Caſe of the City of Edinburgh been that of the Cities 

of Briſtol, York, or any of the large Cities of England; I 

ſay, Sir, I am perſwaded Gentlemen would have required, 

that every Tittle of their Charge againſt them ſhould have 

been fully and undeniably. proved. It is true, Sir, that 

none of the Authors of this deteſtable Murder have ever 

been apprehended : But, Sir, is it neceſſary, that, in order 

to make a decent and plentiful Execution, we ſhould puniſh 

thoſe who ſeem to have no other Crime but their Endea- 

vouring to ſuppreſs the Crimes of others; and muſt the 

Innocent be puniſhed, becauſe the Guilty have gone unpu- 

niſhed? As this ſeems to me, Sir, to be the Caſe with reſpect 

to our Proceeding on the preſent Bill, L heartily give my ni 

Vote againſt the Motion.” | | f 

Sir John Barnard, among other things, ſpoke to the A 
following Effect: 

SIR, 

As I have ſome Concern in the Civil Magiſtracy of a Sir Jobn 
City, and probably may have more, I don't think it ſufficient Barnard. 
for me barely to give my Vote againſt the preſent Motion, 
without taking Notice, that we are now upon a Point that 
may ſome time or other equally affect every Civil Magiſtrate, 
and every Community in the Kingdom. If the Lord Pro- 
volt of Edinburgh was guilty of any Fault during the Time 
of this unhappy Riot, it was of too much Raſhneſs, and too 
much Zeal, in expoſing his Perſon and CharaQter in order to 
ſuppreſs it. For my Share, Sir, I cannot ſee what View 
the Lord Provoſt could have, if he did not act with Zeal 
and in good Earneſt, to expoſe both his own Life, and that 
of his Friends, in his repeated Endeavours to ſuppreſs the 
Riot: And had I been in his Caſe, Sir, I doubt very * 


- 
hs... 4” 8 
5 1 


: 


1 
if 1 had gone ſo far as he did. I know the Wen e 
the Gentleman who was Lord Mayor of London, When u Mob 
happened upon the Anniverfary of the memorable Exeife.' 
Bill's being ſet aſide, has been mentioned upon this Occaſion : 
But all the World condemned that Gentleman for e: 4 
his Perſon fo much as he did to the Fury of the Populace 
and there was not # Friend he had but blamed Him far his 
Raſhneſs. But ſetting aſide all theſe Confiderativtis, Sir, 
J think that our proceeding by Bills of this Nature has fo 
dangerous a Tendency, that tho I did think the Subjects of 
4 the Bill guilty, I ſhould never give my Vote for proceeding 
againſt them in this Manner. It may be a Precedent, Sir, 
for a future Minifter to wreck his Indignation upon any 
Civil Magiſtrate ; but we have no room to imagine that he 
would bring in any ſuch Bill againſt another Miniſter, let 
Him hate him ever ſo much, becauſe that may be a Pre- 
parative for ſerving himſelf in the fame Manner by a ſuc- 
ceeding Miniſter who is.in Power, and who hates him. 
= Robert Walpole ſpoke next to the following Effect: 
1x, 8 | 
Sir Robert Ever fince I had the Honour to fit in this Houſe, 1 
Walpole. never heard any Affair more diſpaſſionately examined into, 
| more candidly diſcuſſed, and more patiently attended to, 
than'the preſent, eſpecially by the Gentlemen of the Coun. 
try where this Scene of Murder and Rebellion happened; 
and indeed, as I ſtand affected in the preſent Queſtion, I 
could be almoſt tempted to wiſh, that the Gentlemen of that 
Country had defended the Caufe of their City and its Ma- 
giſtrates with leſs Eloquence and Calmneſs than they have 
done; and-at the ſame Time that ſome other Gentlemen had 
behaved with more Decency and' Temper : For after the 
impartial Behaviour of this Houſe, Sir, in the preſent 
Queſtion, I cannot ſee the good Tendency of theſe inflam- 
matory Speeches that have been thrown out by ſome Gentle- 
men upon this Occaſion. For my Part, Sir, I diſdain the 
Diſtinction that has been made between Civil Magiſtrate 
and Miniſter of State. And, I hope, I never have gi-- 
ven any Grounds, by my Behaviour as a Minifter, to ima» 
ine I would have a Regard to any ſuch Diſtinction. And 
am ſure, Sir, the Behaviour of the Miniſtry. upon this Oc- 
caſion can give no room for any of theſe inflammatory Inſfi- 
nuations. The Subject of the prefent Bill was thought to 
he in the other Houſe of ſo important a Nature, that they 
ſpent a great deal of the preſent Seſſion in the Examination 
of this Aﬀair, and have ſent down the Bill to'us in the 
Shape it is at preſent. We ourſelves, Sir, after'a long and 
painful Examination, have found there has been — — 
| u 
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Murder and a Rebellion committed in ſhat City. There is e 


ö A eo OW 


the mean Time J heartily: vote for committing the Bill.” 


* 4 
Wy 
( ; ) | | 
| * 
4 * — 3 


no Gentleman but muſt own, that theſe are two Crimes that 
ought to he ſeverely puniſhed, upon not only the Authors, 
but upon ſuch as in the maſt. diſtant Manner were 
their Abettors. And, Sir, from the Courſe of Evidence 
that has been laid before this Houſe, I can with a good Con- 
ſcience.{ay,. that had the Towns of Brifo!,. Norwich, &c. or 
any of our great Incarporations in England, behaved in the 
Manner the Magiſtrates and Citizens of Edinburgh did in 
the preſent Occaſion, I ſhould have been as forward as any 
Gentleman in this Houſe to have inflited as ſevere, if not 
a ſeverer Puniſhment upon them, than what is implied by 
this Bill againſt the her. In ſhort, Sir, I think that we _ 

ſhould err againſt all Prudence and good Politics, ſhould we, 1 
without once committing it, reject the nt Bill. If, at. 1 
ter it is committed, Gentlemen ſhould think fit to make di 
ſuch Amendments upon it, as may leave the. Privileges of 3 
the a of Za 5 untouched, and temit the 
moſt penal Part of the Puniſhment of the Losd Provoſt: 
And if theſe Amendments ſhould be founded upon Reafon 
and. Equity, I ſhall by no means be againſt them: But in 


7 7, E ſtaod up next, and among 
other Things ſaid, He was of Opinion there could nothing 
new come out in Debate, when the Bill ſhould be oommit- 
ted, chat did not then appear 5 and that as they had heard 
the Eyidence examined, he thought there: was no occaſion 
to take up the Houſe's Time langer about it at this advanced 
Seaſon. For ſince they. bad no other Rule to go by in the 
preſent Affair, than what aroſe from the Evidence; and as 7 
that appeared ſo lame, that not a ſingle Point was proved 
againſt * * Citizens of — be — 
inion, they could de nothing more agreeable to Equity 
or Reaſon, or to the Honour and Dignity of Parliament, 
than to drop the Bill entirely. bag hir 
It was then reſolved, that the Bill ſhould be committed 
to a Committee of the whole Houſe: It was next reſolved, 
that the Houſe. would as the Menday following reſolve it- 
ſelf into a Committee upon the faid Bill. 
N Occaſion it was at firſt propoſed; that the 
Houſe ſhould next Day: reſolve itielf into the faid Com- 
mittee; but ſome Members took Notice, that next Day, 
being. the 10th of Tune, they thought it à very im 
Day far them to go inte a Committee on ſuch. a Bill, The 
Scope of the Bill, as it then ſtoad, was for demoliſhing the 
Ports, and diſmiſling the Guard of the. City of Edinburgh, 
thoſe very Parts, and that very Guard which — 


10, Ges. that City to keep. the Priteniter out in the Year 17 
1 1737. for doing this they were to ehuſe that very De Wes 


. 


9 
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celebrated by all Facobitet as the Pretender's Birth-Day, 
This they thought was not very prudent; it: wolld 
Matter. of Triumph to all Facobites; who would hot GE Bir 
repreſent it as 2 Judgment upon the City of Eau, for 
ſhutting: their Gates againſt their lawful and righ 
vereigh, as. F acobites were pleaſod tu call the Pretender q 
his Majeſty's Crown and Kingdoms. This Configeratia 

| they hoped, would hive ſome Weight againſt ene 
that Part of the Bill, when they went into a 
upon it; but they took Notice of it at that time on 
to prevent the Houſe's going into àa Committee upon ſut ek] 
Bill on ſuch a Day. For this Purpoſe they hoped i it would 
be of ſufficient Weight; and that therefore no Gentlemah 
would inſiſt upo the Houſe's going into a Committe | upon 
that Bill till Monday then net. 

This ſeemed to be the Occaſion of putting off the Com- 

mitment of the Bill till M; ; and on Monday the Ho 
having reſolved itſelf into the ſaid Committee, the Preani 
and every Clauſe of it was oppoſed, and apon. each there 
was a Sort of diſtin Debate; ſeveral of which were*paſhed 
ſo vigorouſly, and with ſo much Succeſs by the Aan 
Party, that the Bill not only changed ie Name, but in 
manner its Form: = ag 9 

Nay, in the Committee, the Bill ron a very great creat Riſk of 

being quite loſt ; for after all the Amendnients had been 
made, the Bill then appeared to be ſo very different hi 
what had been ſent them by the Lords, that when a Motion 
was made for reporting the Bill with the Amendments $ tothe 
Houle, the ſame was ſtrenuouſiy oppoſed ; and after'a Jong 
Debate, when the Queſtion was put, the Diviſion 'was 130 
for reporting, and 130 againſt it; ſo that it came tqt 
caſting Vote of Colonel laden, Who was Chairman 
the Committee, and who gave his Vote in favour” of! 
Bill. But there was another ' Circumſtance which" Gontri- 
buted to the paſſing of this Bill, or rather prevented itt be, 
ing loſt ; for at this very time, when this equal Plviſion 
happened, F—-s..E. ne' of G——ge, Eſq; and 
S — G------1 for Scotland, were both in the Houſe of 
Peers engaged as Counſel in the Hearing of an Appeal 
there; which both of them endeavoured as much as they 
could to have put off, in order that they might be preſent 
and upon their Duty in the Houſe of — 2 bat this 
Requeſt was refuſed ; ſo that neither of them was preſent, 
upon this Debate or Diviſion in the Houſe of Commons; 

os as both of them had often before declared e 

again 
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Kt he Cale for impoſing a Fi U 6 RE 
ben a Fine - upon, the orporation ation —— 

dh e Cit of E ae. _ read the ſecond Time and 1 

pon a 11 re-committing chat "Amendment, '. 

Pr 2 a long Deb 10 d. Wer n was put apvn the Motipn, 

im. 4 was carried in, the e 

| ik tis r e by the'Houſe ; 

» — the Bill was ordeted read a third Time next 

re orning 

bed 5 Ths mid Bill ras read a thitd Time, And fe: . 

ing reral * Amendments were 5 obs the Tite, which che $0 

me become neceſſary from the ments N os on bor Mu 

1 mittee to the Bill itſelf} e HOSEh oe 4 | 

of for paſſing the Bill ; upon the Queſtion's bei -* | Wk "IIS 

een was carried in the te doit l. r 7 1 | | 

om Bladen was ordered to car the Bil he Lond, an 

ion acquaint them that the agreed to the fame with 15 = 

the ſome Artiendments, to which — Kae the Concurrence = 

ong of their Lordſhips, which were agreed to, and the Bill 1 = 

30 paſs d into an Act. 1 

hy Fane 21. The King came to the Houſes of Peers; and . _ - _— 

. put an End to the Seſſion, with the following Speech. _ 

tri- My Lords and Getitleiet, 

e. 'F An come do put an End'th this Seflicn, of Parliament, The ZE 

jon that you may be at Liberty to retire into your ſeveral t u 

Mt. * Countries, and, in your-proper Stations to promote the - 

of © Peace and Welfare of. the 9 

zeal I return you » 3 Es. for ts inal Proofs | —ͤ 

hey % you have given me of your Affectien ane Need to m 9 

ſent > Perſon and Hondut and hope, the 3 and ſuſtice, „ 

this „which you bave ſhshm upon! Tome extraordinary Toci- = 


ent, « dents, will prevent all II of the like A 
ns ; „ for the fatures The Chadu of this Parliament * 
been ſo uniform in all your Deliberations.upon_publick - = 
inſt Wl Affairs, that it would by as unjuſt not to acknowledge I; 

Vou, IV. "AL | 5 = 


« the Laws; Defiance of all Authority, [Contempt 0 - 


; Laws, are: 
too general, * equally prejudicial to the 
/ « © of * Crown, and the Liberties of the Pro the Sup- 


7 - 


« the other. I have made the Law 


The Partamentpro Then the Lord Chancellor, by the King's — 


7 n as in 
leaſt grievous and burthenſome to my 


« fence the 3 of * reſent Tim 
* Colour and Diſguiſe of A ie to all 
* ſober Men, and how abſolutely. neceſſary 18 to 
« this exceſſive Abuſe, by a due and 


giſtracy, and even Reſiſtance of the 
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rt of the one being inſeparable from the ion 
2 .I s of the Land the — 
« ſtant Rule of my Actions; and I do, with Reaſon, ex- 
« pe& in Return all that Submiſſion to my . 
« Government, which the ſame Laws have made the 
% and ſhall always be the Intereſt of my Subhjecm. 


prorogued the Parliament to the 4 * Augatt, © 
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